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INTRODUCTION 


BY 

The Right Hon. Sir JOHN LUBBOCK, Bart., M.P., 
F.R.S., D.C.L., LLD., 


In the year 1886 I gave an address on ‘Books and Reading* at the 
Working Men’s College, which in the following year was printed as one 
of the chapters in my ‘ Pleasures of Life.’ 

In It I mentioned about one hundred^names, and the list has been 
frequently referred to since as my list of ‘ the hundied best books.’ That, 
however, is not quite a correct statement. If I were really to make a list 
of what are in my judgment the hundred greatest books, it would contain 
several—Newton’s ‘ Pnncipia,’ for instance— which I did not include, and 
it would exclude seveial— the ‘Koran,’ for instance— which I inserted in 
deference to the judgment of others. Again, I excluded living authors, 
from some of whom — Ruskin and Tennyson, Huxley and Tyndall, for 
instance, to mention no others — I have myself derived the keenest enjoy- 
ment ; and especially I expressly stated that I did not select the books 
on my own authority, but as being those most frequently mentioned with 
approval by those writers who have referred directly or indirectly to the 
pleasure of reading, rather than as suggestions of my own. 

I have no doubt that on reading the list, many names of books which 
might well be added would occur to almost anyone. Indeed, various 
criticisms on the list have appeared, and many books have been mentioned 
which It is s^^ ought to have been included. On the other hand, no 
corresponding omissions have been suggested. I have referred to several 
of the criticisms, and find that, while 300 or 400 names have been proposed 
for addition, only Jialf a dozen are suggested for omission. Moreover, it is 
remarkable that not a single book appears in all the lists, or even in half 
of them, and only about half a dozen in more than one. 

But while, perhaps, no two peisons \vould entirely concur as to all the 
books to be included in such a list, I believe no one would deny that those 
suggested are not only good, but among the best. 

1 am, however, ready, and indeed glad, to consider any suggestions, 
and very willing to make any changes whi^h can be shown to be improve- 
ments. I havCf indeed, made two changes in the list as it originally 
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appeared, having inserted Kalidasa's ‘Sakoontala, or The Ring/ and 
Schiller’s ‘William Tell’; omitting Lucretius, which is perhaps rather 
too difficult, and Miss Austen, as English novelists were somewhat over- 
represented. 

Another objection made has been that the books mentioned are known 
to everyone, at any rate by name ; that they are as household “words. 
Everyone, it has been said, knows about Herodotus and Homer, 
Shakespeare and Milton. There is, no doubt, some truth in this. But 
even Lord Iddesleigh, as Mr. Lang has pointed out in his ‘Life,* had 
never read Marcus Aurelius, and 1 may add that he afterwards thanked 
me warmly for having suggested the ‘ Meditations ’ to him.* If, then, 
even Lord Iddesleigh, ‘probably one of the last of English statesmen who 
knew the literature of Greece and I^ome widely and well,’ had not read 
Marcus Aurelius, we may well suppose that others also may be in the same 
position. It is also a curious commentary on what was no doubt an 
unusually wide knowledge of classical literature that Mr. Lang should 
ascribe— and probably quite correctly — Lord Iddcsleigh’s never having 
had his attention called to one ^f the most beautiful and improving books 
in classical, or indeed in any other literature, to the fact that the emperor 
wrote m ‘crabbed and corrupt Gieck.’ 

Again, a popular wntei in a recent work has observed that ‘ why any- 
one should select the best hundred, more than the best eleven, or the best 
thirty books, it is hard to conjecture.’ But this remark entirely misses the 
point. Eleven books, or even thirty, would be very few ; but no doubt I 
might )ust as well have given 90, or no. Indeed, if our arithmetical 
notation had been duodecimal instead of decimal, I should no doubt have 
made up the number to 120. I only chose 100 as being a round number. 

Another objection has been that everyone should be left to choose for 
himself. And so he must. No list can be more than a suggestion. But 
a great literary authority can hardly perhaps realize the difficulty of selec- 
tion. An ordinary person turned into a library and sarcastically told to 
choose for himself, has to do so almost at haphazard. He may perhaps 
light upon a book with an attractive title, and after wasting on it much 
valuable time and patience, find that, instead of either pjggsure or profit, 
he has weakened, or perhaps lost, his love of reading. 

Messrs. George Routledge and Sons have conceived the idea of pub- 
lishing the books contained in my list in a handy and ch^ap form, selecting 
themselves the editions which they prefer ; and 1 believe that m doing so 
they will confer a benefit on many who have not funds or ^ace to collect 
a large library. 

JOHN LUBBOCK. 

High Elms, 

Down, Kent, 
yiMarchf 1891. 

* 1 have since had many other letters to the same effecU 
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The appearance of a treatise like the present, on a subject on which so 
many works of fnerit already exist, may be thought to require some 
explanation. 

It might perhaps be sufficient to say^ that no existing treatise on 
Political Economy contains the latest impro\ ements which have been 
made in the theory of the subject. Many new ideas, and new applica- 
tions of ideas, have been elicited by the discussions of the last few years, 
especially those on Currency, on Foreign Trade, and on the important 
topics connected more or less intimately with Colonization, and there 
seems reason that the field of Political Economy should be rc-surveyed in 
its whole extent, if only for the puipose of incorporating the results of 
these speculations, and bunging them into harmony with the principles 
previously laid down by the best thinkcis on the subject. 

To supply, however, these deficiencies in foimer treatises bearing a 
similar title, is not the sole, or even the principal object which the Authoi 
has in view. The design of the book is different from that of any treatise 
on Political Economy which has been produced in England since the 
work of Adam Smith. 

The most chaiacteiistic quality of that w^ork, and the one in wdiich it 
most differs fiSrh some otheis which have equalled or even surpassed it 
as mere expositions of the general principles of the subject, is that it 
invariably associ^i^s the principles wath their applications. This of itself 
implies a much wider range of ideas and of topics, than aie included in 
political economy, considered as a branch of abstract speculation. For 
practical purposes, political economy is inseparably intertwined with 
many other branches of social philosophy. Except on matters of mere 
detail, there aie perhaps no practical questions, even among those which 
approach nearest to the character of purely economical questions, which 
admit of being decided on economical premises alone. And it is because 
Adam Smith never loses sight oj this truth ; because in his applications 
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of Political Economy he perpetually appeals to rthef and often far larger 
considerations than pure Political Economy afifords— that he gives that 
well-grounded feeling of command over the principles of the subject for 
purposes of practice, owing to which the ‘Wealth of Nations,’ alone 
among tieatises on Political Economy, has not only been popuKir with 
general readers, but has impiessed itself strongly on the minds of men of 
the world and of legislatois. ^ 

It appears to the present writer, that a work similar in its object and 
general conception to that of Adam Smith, but adapted to the more 
extended knowledge and improved ideas of the present age, is the kind 
of contribution which Political Economy at present leqiiires. The 
‘ Wealth of Nations ’ is in many parts obsolete, and in all imperfect. 
Political Economy, properly so called, has grown up almost fiom infancy 
since the time of Adam Smith : and the philosophy of society, from 
which practically that eminent thinker never separated f?is more peculiar 
theme, though still in a very early stage of its progress, has advanced 
many steps beyond the point r-t w'hich he left it. No attempt, however, 
has yet been made to combine his practical mode of ti eating his subject 
with the increased knowledge since acquired of its theory, or to exhibit 
the economical phenomena of society in the relation in which they stand 
to the best social ideas of the present time, as he did, with such admirable 
success, in reference to the philosophy of his country. 

Such is the idea which the writer of the present w^ork has kept bcfoie 
him. To succeed even partially m realizing it would be a sufficiently 
useful achievement to induce him to incur willingly all the chances of 
failure. It is requisite, however, to add, that although his object is 
practical, and, as far as the nature of the subject admit?, popular, he has 
not attempted to purchase either of those advantages by the sacrifice of 
strict scientific reasoning. Though he desires that his treatise should 
be more than a mere exposition of the abstract doctrines of Political 
Economy, he is also desirous that such an exposition should be found 
in It 
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PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. 


. PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 

In every dcpailinent of human aftaiib, Practice long precedes Science: 
systematic enquiry into the modes of actioi^of the powcis of nature, is the 
tardy product of a long couise of effoits to use those powers for practical 
ends. The conception, accordingly, of Political Economy as a branch of 
science, isevtremely modem ; but the subject with which Us enquiiies are 
conversant has in all ages necessarily constituted one of the chief practical 
interests of mankiml, and, in some, a most unduly engrossing one. 

That subject is Wealth. Writers on Political Economy profess to 
leach, or to investigate, the natuie of Wealth, and the laws of its produc- 
tion and distiibution : including, diiectly or remotely, the operation of all 
the causes by which the condition of mankind, or of any society of human 
beings, in lespcct of this univcisal object of human desiic, is made 
piobpcrous or the rcveise. Not that any tieatise on Political Economy 
can discuss or even enumeiate all these causes ; but it undertakes to set 
forth as much as is knowm of the laws and pimciples according to which 
they opeiatc. 

E\ciy one has a notion, sufficiently collect for common purposes, 
of what IS meant by wealth. The enquiries which relate to it are in no 
danger of being confounded with those i elating to any other of the great 
human intcicsts. All know' that it is one thing to be iich, another thing 
to be enlightened, biave, oi humane ; that the question how' a nation is 
made wealthy, and how it is made fice, or Mrtuous, or eminent in 
liteiature, in the fine aits, in arms, or in polity, are totally distinct en- 
quiries Those J]jmgs, indeed, arc all indiiectly connected, and re-act 
upon one another. A people has sometimes become fiee, because it had 
first grown wealthy ; or w’ealthy, because it had first become fiee. The 
creed and law# of a people act powerfully upon their economical con- 
dition ; and this again, by its influence on their mental dc\clopmcnt and 
social relations, re-acts upon their cieed and law s Rut though the subjects 
are in veiy close contact, they aie essentially diffeient, and have never 
been supposed to be otherwise. 

It IS no part of the design of this treatise to aim at metaphysical nicety 
of definition, where the ideas suggested by 5 teim are aheady as determin- 
ate as piactical purposes requii^. But, little as it might be expected 



14 


PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 


that any mischievous confusion of ideas could tak6 place on a subject so 
simple as the question, what is to be considered as wealth, it is matter of 
history that such confusion of ideas has existed — that theorists and 
practical politicians have been equally, and at^one peiiod universally, 
infected by it, and that for many generations it gave a thoroughly false 
direction to the policy of Europe. I refer to the set of doctrines 
designated, since the lime of Adam Smith, by the appellation of the 
Mercantile System. 

While this system prevailed, it was assumed, either expressly or tacitly, 
in the whole policy of nations, that wealth consisted solely of money ; or 
of the precious metals, which, when not already in the state of money, 
are capable of being directly converted into it. According to the 
doctrines then prevalent, whatever tended to heap up money or bullion in 
a country added to its wealth. Whatever sent the precious metals out of 
a country impoverished it. If a country possessed no gold or silver 
mines, the only industry by which it could be enriched was foreign trade, 
being the only one which could bring m money. Any branch of trade 
which was supposed to send out more money than it bi ought in, 
however ample and valuable might be the returns in another shape, was 
looked upon as a losing trade. Exportation of goods was favoured and 
encouraged (even by means ectrcmely onerous to the real resources of the 
country), because, the exported goods being stipulated to be paid for in 
money, it was hoped that the returns would actually be made in gold and 
silver. Importation of anything, other than the precious metals, w'as 
regarded as a loss to the nation of the whole price of the things imported ; 
unless they were brought in to be re-exported at a profit, or unless, being 
the materials or instruments of some industry practised in the country 
itself, they gave the pow’er of producing exportable articles at smaller 
cost, and thereby effecting a larger exportation. The commerce of the 
world was looked upon as a struggle among nations, which could draw to 
itself the largest share of the gold and silver in existence ; and in this 
competition no nation could gam anything, except by making others 
lose as much, or, at the least, preventing them from gaming it. 

It often happens that the uni\ersal belief of one age of mankind 
— a belief from which no one 7vas^ nor, without an exliaordmary effort of 
genius and courage, cou/d at that time be free -becomes to a subsequent 
age so palpable an absurdity, that the only difficulty then is to imagine 
how such a thing can ever have appeared ci edible. It has so happened 
with the doctrine that money is synonymous with ivealth. The conceit 
seems too preposterous to be thought of as a serious opinion. It looks 
like one of the crude fancies of childhood, instantly corrected by a w’ord 
from any grown person. I Jut let no one feel c onfidenl that he should ha\e 
escaped the delusion if he had lived at the time when it /irevailed. All the 
associations engendered by common life, and by the ordinal y coui sc of 
business, concuired in favouring it. So long as those associations wcic 
the only medium through which the subject was looked xt, what we now 
think so gross an absurdity must have seemed a truism. Once questioned, 
indeed, it was doomed ; but no one was likely to think of questioning it 
whose mind had not become familiar with certain modes of stating and of 
contemplating economical phenomena, which have only found their way 
into the general understanding through the influence of Adam Smith and 
of his expositors. 

In common discourse, wealth is always expressed in money. If 
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you ask how rich a pers^ is, you are answered that he has so many 
thousand pounds. All iiftome and expenditure, all gams and losses, 
everything by which one becomes richer or poorer, are reckoned as 
the coming in or going put of so much money. It is true that in the in- 
ventory of a person’s fortune are included, not only the money in 
his actual possession, or due to him, but all other articles of value. 
These, however, enter, not in their own character, but in virtue of 
the sums of money which they would sell for ; and if they would sell for 
less, their owner is reputed less ridi, although the things themselves are 
precisely the same. It is true, also, that people do not grow rich by 
keeping their money unused, and that they must be willing to spend in 
order to gam. Those who enrich themselves by commerce, do so 
by giving money for goods as well as goods for money ; and the first is as 
necessaiy a part of the process as the last. But he who buys goods 
for purposes of gain, does so to sell them again for money, and in 
the expectation of receiving more money than he laid out : to get money, 
therefore, seems even to the person himself the ultimate end of the 
whole. It often happens that he is not paid m money, but in something 
else ; having bought goods to a value equivalent, which are set off 
against those he sold. But he accepted these at a money valuation, and 
in the belief that they would bring in more money eventually than the 
pi ice at which they were made over to htm. A dealer doing a large 
amount of business, and turning over his capital rapidly, has but a small 
poition of It in ready money at any one time. But he only feels it 
valuable to him as it is convertible into money ; he considers no trans- 
action closed until the net result is either paid or credited in money : 
when he retires from business it is into money that he converts the whole, 
and not until then does he deem himself to have realized his gams : just 
as if money were the only v\ ealth, and money’s worth were only the means 
of attaining it. If you now ask for what end money is desirable, unless 
to supply the wants or pleasuies of youiself or others, the champion of the 
system would not be at all embarrassed by the question. True, he would 
say, these are the uses of wealth, and very laudable uses while confined 
to domestic commodities, because in that case, by exactly the amount 
w'hich you expend, you enrich others of your countr)TOen. Spend your 
wealth, if you please, in whatever indulgences you have a taste for ; but 
your wealth is not the indulgences, it is the sum of money, or the annual 
money income, with which you purchase them. 

While there w ere so many things to render the assumption which is the 
basis of the mercantile system plausible, there is also some small foundation 
in icason, though a very insufficient one, for the distinction which that 
system so emphatically draws between money and every other kind 
of valuable possession. We leally, and justly, look upon a person as 
possessing the advantages of w'ealth, not in proportion to the useful and 
agreeable things of which he is in the actual enjoyment, but to his command 
over the geneigl funds of things useful and agreeable ; the power he 
possesses of providing for any exigency, or obtaining any object of 
desire. Now, money is itself that power ; wffiile all other things, in a 
civilized state, seem to confer it only by their capacity of being exchanged 
for money. To possess any other article of w^ealth, is to possess that 
particular thing, and nothing else : if you wish for another thing instead 
of it, you have first to sell it, or to submit the inconvenience and delay 
(if not the impossibility) of finding some one who has what you want, and 
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is willing to barter it for what you have, ^ufwith money you are 
at once able to buy whatever things are for sale : and he whose fortune is 
m money, or in things lapidly convertible into it, seems both to himself and 
others to possess not anyone thing, but all the thing^ which the money places 
it at his option to purchase. The gieatest part of the utility of wealth, 
beyond a ver>^ modeiate quantity, is not the indulgences it piocures, l)ut 
the reserved pow’cr which its posbcssor holds in Ivs hands of attaining 
purposes generally . and this power no other kind of w'calth confers so im- 
mediately or so certainly as money. V; is the only form of w'calth w'hich 
IS not merely applicable to some one use, but can be turned at once 
to any use. And this distinction was the moie likely to make an 
impression upon go\crnments, as it is one of considerable impoitance to 
them A cnilized government derives comparatn cly little advantage 
from ta\es unless it can collect them m money and if it has large or 
sudden payments to make, especially payments m foreign countiics for 
wars or subsidies, either for the sake of conqnciing or of not being 
conquered (the two chief objects of national policy until a late period), 
scarcely any medium of payment except money will acivc the purpose. 
All these causes conspiie to make both mduidunls and goveinments, in 
estimating their means, attach almost exclusive importance to money, 
either/;; cs or i7iposst\ and lopk upon all other things (when viewed as part 
of their resources) scarcely othcrw isc than as the i emote medium of obtain- 
ing that which alone, wdien obtained, affoicls the indefinite, and at the 
same time instantaneous, command over objects of desire, wdncli best 
answ^ers to the idea of wealth. 

An absurditN, howc\er, docs not cease to be an absurdity when we 
hav^e discovcied w’hat were the appearances whic h made it plausible ; and 
the Mercantile Theory could not fail to be seen in its true chaiacter wdien 
men began, even m an imperfect manner, to exploic into the foundations 
of things, and seek then premises from elemental y f.icls, and not from 
the forms and phrases of common discourse So soon as they asked 
themselves what is really meant by money — what it is m its essential 
characters, and the precise nature of the functions it performs- they re- 
flected that money, like other things, is only a dc'^ir.ible possc'^sion on 
account of its uses ; and that these, mslead of beings, as they dclusi\cly 
appear, indefinite, arc of a strictly defined and limited desciiption, namely, 
to facilitate the distribution of the produce of industry according to 
the convenience of those among w’hom it is shaicd. Further considera- 
tion showed that the uses of money arc in no respect promoted by in- 
creasing the quantity wdiich exists and circulates in a country ; the service 
which it performs being as well rendered by a small as by a large aggre- 
gate amount. Tw^o million quarters of coin wull not feed so many peisons 
as four millions ; but tw'o millions of pounds slciling wiy,j:nrr> on as much 
traffic, will buy and sell as many commodities as four millions, though at 
lower nominal prices. Money, as money, satisfies no w^ant, answers no 
purpose : its w^orth to anyone, consists in its being a convenient shape in 
which to receive his incomings of all sorts, wdiich incomings he aftci w'ards,at 
the times which suit him best, converts into the foims m which they can 
be useful to him. The difference between a country with money, and a 
country altogether without it, would be only one of convenience ; a saving 
of time and trouble, like grinding by water instead of by hand, or (to use 
Adam Smith’s illustration) lilftj the benefit derived fiom roads ; and to 
mistake money for wealth, is the sam^ sort of eiror «as to mistake the 
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highway which may be* the^easiest way of getting to your house or lands, 
for the house and lands themselves. 

Money, being the m^rument of an important public and private pur- 
pose, IS rightly rcgaidecr as wealth ; but everything else which serves any 
human purpose, and which nature docs not aftoid gratuitously, is wealth 
also. To be wealthy is to have a laigc stock of useful articles, or the 
means of pin chasing them. Everything forms thciefore a part of wealth, 
Avhich has a power of pui chasing ; for which anything useful or agreeable 
would be given in exchange, lliings for which nothing could be obtained 
in exchange, ho\ve\cr nselul or necessary they may be, are not wealth m 
the sense in w'hich the term is used in Political Economy. Air, for 
example, though the most absolute of necessaiies, bears no price in the 
market, because it can be obtained gratuitously : to accumulate a stock 
of It w'ould yield no ]nofit or advantage to any one ; and the laws of its 
inoduction and distiibution arc the subject of a \ery different study fiom 
Political Economy. But though air is not wealth, mankind are much 
richer by obtaining it gratis, since the time and labour wdiich w'ould other- 
wise be required 4 br supplying the most pressing of all wxants, can be 
devoted to other pin poses. Tt is possible to imagine circumstances in 
which air would be a part of w’calth If it became customaiy to sojourn 
long m places wdiere the air does not natiwally penetrate, as in diving- 
bells sunk in the sea, a supply of air artificially furnished w'ould, like 
water conveyed into houses, bear a puce • and if from any revolution in 
nature the atmosphere became too scanty for the consumption, or could 
be monopolized, air might acquire a \eiy high maiketablc \alue. In such 
a case, the possession of it, bc>oncl his own w^ants, w’ould be, to its owner, 
wealth ; and the general wealth of mankind might at fust sight appear 
to be inci eased, by wdiat w^ould be so gieat a calamity to them. But this 
would be an 01 ror ; for how'e\ cr rich the possessor of air might become, 
at the expense of the rest of the community, all persons else would be 
poorer by all that ihc'y w’cic compclleci to pay for w'hat they had bcfoic 
obtained without payment. 

This leads to an important dibtinction in the meaning of the w^ord 
wealth, as applied to the possessions of an indiMclual, ancl to those of a 
nation, or of mankind. In the wealth of mankind, nothing is included 
which docs not of itself answer some purpose of utility or pleasure. To 
an individual, anything is wealth, which, though useless in itself, 
enables him to claim fiom olheis a part of their stock of things useful or 
pleasant. Take, for instance, a moitgage of a thousand pounds on a 
landed estate This is wealth to the person to whom it bungs in a 
revenue, and who could peiliaps sell it in the maikct for the full amount 
of the debt But it is not wealth to the countiy ; if the engagement weie 
annulled, the couiit^^ w oiiUl be neither pooi ei nor richer. The moi tgagee 
would have lost a thousand jioiinds, and the owner of the land w’oiild have 
gained it. Speaking nalion.illy, the moitgage was not itself wealth, but 
merely gave A aKlaim to a poilion of the wealth of B. It was wealth to 
A, and wealth which he could tiansfcr to a thud peison ; but what he so 
transferred w’as in f.ict a joint owiiciship, to the extent of a thousand 
pounds, in the land of which B was nominally the sole proprietor. The 
position of fundhokleis, or owners of the public debt of a country, is 
similar. They aie moilgagces on the geneial wealth of the country. 
The cancelling of the debt w'ould be no dcst?iiction ol wealth, but a trans- 
fer of it : a wrongful absli action o^wealtli fiom certain members of the 
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community, for the profit of the government, ox^f the tax- payers. Funded 
property therefore cannot be counted as part of the national wealth. This 
IS not always borne in mind by the dealers in statistical calculations. Foi 
example, in estimates of the gross income of thekountry, founded on the 
proceeds of the income tax, incomes derived from the funds are not 
always excluded : although the tax-payeis arc assessed on their whole 
nominal income, without being permitted to deduct fiom it the portion 
levied from them in taxation to form the income of the fundholder. In 
this calculation, therefoie, one poitifn of the gcncial income of the 
country is counted twice over, and the aggiegatc amount made to appear 
greater than it is by about thirty millions. A country, however, may 
include in Us wealth all stock held by its citizens m the funds of foreign 
countries, and other debts due to them from abioad But even this is 
only wealth to them, by being a part ownciship in wealth held by others. 
It forms no part of the collective wealth of the human lace. It is an 
element in the distribution, but not in the composition, of the general 
wealth. 

It has been proposed to define wealth as signlfyyig ‘ instiuments * : 
meaning not tools and machinery alone, but the whole accumulation pos- 
sessed by individuals or communities, of means for the attainment of their 
ends Thus, a field is an inurnment, because it is a means to the attain- 
ment of corn. Corn is an instuimcnt, being a mc.ins to the attainment of 
flour. Flour is an instrument, being a means to the attainment of bicad. 
Bread is an instrument, as a means to the satisfaction of hunger and to 
the support of life. Here we at last ainvc at things which are not instill- 
ments, being desired on their own account, and not as mere means to 
something beyond. This \iew of the subject is philosophically coircct ; 
or rather, this mode of expicssion may be usefully employed along with 
others, not as convcving a diffeicnt view of the subject fioin the common 
one, but as giving more distinctness and reality to the common view It 
departs, however, too wadely from the custom of language, to be likely to 
obtain general acceptation or to Ije of use for any other pin pose than 
that of occasional illustration. 

Wealth, then, may be defined, all useful or agreeable things which 
possess exchangeable value ; or, in othci woids, all useful or agreeable 
things except those which can be obtained, m the quantity desiied, with- 
out labour or sacrifice. To this definition, the only objection seems to be, 
that It leaves in uncertainly a question wliith has been much debated— 
whether what arc called immateiial piodurts arc to be consideied as 
wealth ; whether, for example, the skill of a woikman, oi any olhci n.ituial 
or acquired power of body or mind, shall be called wealth, or not a 
question, not of very great importance, and which, so far as ic(jnir]ng dis- 
cussion, will be more conveniently considered in another place.* 

These things having been jirciniscd res]>ccting werilth, wc shall next 
turn our attention to the extraordinary diffciences m icsj)ect to it, which 
exist between nation and nation, and between dilleient ages of ihc woild ; 
differences both in the quantity of wealth, and m the kind of it ; as well 
as in the manner m which the wealth existing m the community is sharecl 
among its members. 

There is, perhaps, no people or community, now existing, which subsists 
entirely on the spontaneous produce of vegetation. But many tiibc.s still 


* Infra, bookj. chap, iij. 
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live exclusively, or aln^ost lexclusively, on wild animals, the produce ,of 
hunting or fishing. Their clothing is skins ; their habitations, huts rudely 
formed of logs or boughs of trees, and abandoned at an hour s notice. 
The food they use being little susceptible of storing up, they have no 
accumulation of it, and are often exposed to great privations. The wealth 
of such a community consists solely of the skins they wear ; a few orna- 
ments, the taste for which exists m most savage states ; some rude 
utensils ; the weapons with which they kill their game, or fight wilh 
hostile competitois for the meansi of subsistence ; canoes for crossing 
rivers and lakes, or fishing in the sea ; and perhaps some furs or other 
productions of the wnldeiness, collected to be exchanged with civilized 
people for blankets, biandy, and tobacco ; of w^hich foreign produce also 
there may be some unconsumed portion m store To this scanty in- 
ventory of material we.ilth, ought to be added their land ; an instrument 
of production of which they make slender use, compared with more 
settled communities, but wdiich is still the source of their subsistence, and 
which has a marketable value if there be any agricultural community in 
the neighbourhood requiring more land than it possesses. This is the 
state of greatest poverty in which any entire community of human beings 
is know'll to exist * although theie are much richer communities in which 
portions of the inhabitants arc m a condition, as to subsistence and com- 
fort, probably as little enviable as that of the savage. 

The first great advance beyond this state consists in the domestication 
of the more useful animals ; gn mg rise to the pastoral or nomad state, in 
which mankind do not live on the produce of hunting, but on milk and 
its products, and on the annual increase of flocks and herds. This con- 
dition is not only more desirable in itself, but more conducive to further 
progress ; and a much more considerable amount of wealth is accumu- 
lated under it. So long as the vast natural pastures of the earth are not 
yet so fully occupied as to be consumed more rapidly than they are 
spontaneously rcpioduccd, a large and constantly increasing stock of sub- 
sistence may be collected and preserv^ed, wath little other labour than that 
of guarding the cattle from the attacks of wild beasts, and from the force 
or wiles of predator)^ men. Large flocks and herds, therefore, are in time 
possessed, by active and thrifty individuals through their own exertions, 
and by the heads of families and tribes through the exertions of those 
who are connected with them by allegiance. There thus arises, in the 
shc]jherd state, inequality of possessions; a thing which scarcely exists 
in the savage stale, whcie no one has much more than absolute neces- 
saiics, and in case of deficiency must share even those with liis tribe. In 
the nomad state, some have an abundance of cattle, sufficient for the 
food of a mullitiule, while others have not contrived to appropriate and 
retain any snpcifk^ty, or peiliaps any cattle at all. Hut subsistence has 
ceased to be piccaiious, since the more successful have no other use 
W'hich they can make of their siiiplus than to feed the less fortunate, 
while every ineft'ase in the number of peisons connected with them is an 
increase both of security and power • and thus they are enabled to divest 
themselves of all labour except that of government and superintendence^ 
and acquire dependents to fight for them in war and to sene them in peace; 
One of the features of this state of society is, that a part of the community, 
and in some degree even the whole of it, possess leisure. Only a portion 
of time is required for procuring food, andtfle remainder is not engrossed 
by anxious thought for the morrq^, or necessary repose from muscular 
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activity. Such a life is highly favoai able toi the* growth cf new wants, , 
and opens a possibility of their gratification. A desire arises for better 
clothing, utensils, and implements, than the savage state contents itself 
with ; and the surplus food renders it practicable to devote to these pur- 
poses the exertions of a part of the tribe. In all or most nomad com- 
munities we find domestic manufactuies of a coarse, and in some of a fine 
kind. There is ample evidence that while those paits of the world which 
have been the cradle of modern civilization were still generally in the 
nomad state, considerable skill had Veen attained m spinning, weaving, 
and dyeing woollen garments, in the piepaiation of leather, and in what 
appears a still more difficult invention, that of woikingm metals. Even 
speculative science took its first beginnings from the leisure characteristic 
of this stage of social progress. The eailicst astionomical observations 
are attributed, by a tradition which has much appeal ance of truth, to the 
shepherds of Chaldrea. 

From this state of society to the agricultural the transition is not indeed 
easy (for no great change in the habits of mankind is otheiwise than 
difficult, and in geneial either painful or \ciy slnw),.biit it lies in what 
may be called the spontaneous course of events. The grow’th of the 
population of men and cattle began m time to picss upon theeaiths capa- 
bilities of yielding natural pq^ture : and this cause doubtless produced the 
fiist tilling of the giound, just as at a later peiiod the same cause made 
the superfluous hordes of the rations which had icmained nomad pre- 
cipitate themselves upon those which had ah cad y become agricultural ; 
until, these haMng become sufficiently jiowerful to lepel such inroads, the 
invading nations, depincd of this outlet, wcic also obliged to become 
agricultural communities. 

But after this great step had been completed, the subsequent piogicss 
of mankind seems by no means to have been so rajnd (certain laie com- 
binations of circumstances excepted) as might peihaps have been antici- 
pated. The quantity of human food which the caith is capable of 
returning even to the most wTetched system of agiicultuie, so much 
exceeds what could be obtained m the puiely pastoial state, that a gieat 
increase of population is invariably the result. But this additional food 
IS 01 Jy obtained by a gieat additional amount of laboiii ; so that not only 
an agricultural has much less leisure than a pastoral population, but, with 
the imperfect tools and unskilful processes which aie for a long time 
employed (and w’hich o\er the gi eater pait of the earth ha\e not even yet 
been abandoned) agriculluiists do not, unless in unusually acUantagcoiis 
circumstances of climate and soil, pioduce so great a surplus of food 
beyond their necessary consumption, as to support any large class of 
labourers engaged in other departments of industry The suiplus, too, 
whether small or great, is usually toin fiom the pi oc[i,tf ers, cither by the 
government to which they arc subject, or by individuals, who by superior 
force, or by availing themselves of religious oi tiaditional feelings of 
subordination, have established themselves as loids of tk*c soil. 

The first of these modes of appiopiiation, l^y the go\cinmcnt, is 
characteristic of the extensive monarchies whicli fiom a time beyond 
historical record have occupied the plains of Asia. 'Ihe government, in 
those countries, though varying in its qualities accoiding to the accidents 
of personal character, seldom leaves much to the cultivators beyond mere 
necessaries, and often stripsThem so baie even of these, that it finds itself 
obliged, after taking all they have, tQ lend pait of it back to those from 
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whom it has been taken, m oider to provide them with seed, and enable 
them to support life until another harvest. Under the regime in question, 
adthough the bulk of the population are ill provided for, the government, 
by collecting small sums from gieat numbers, is enabled, with any tolerable 
management, to make a show of riches quite out of proportion to the 
general condition of the society ; and hence the inveterate impression, of 
which Europeans have only at a late period been disabused, concerning 
the great opulence of Oiiental nations. In this wealth, without reckoning 
the large portion which adheres to Ae hands employed in collecting it, 
many persons of course participate, besides the immediate household of 
the sovereign. A large part is distributed among the various functionaries 
of government, and among the objects of the sovereign’s favour or caprice. 
A part IS occasionally employed in works of public utility. The tanks, 
wells, and canals for irrigation, without which in most tropical climates 
cultivation could hardly be earned on ; the embankments which confine 
the rivers, the bazaars for dealers, and the serais for travellers, none of 
which could have been made by the scanty means in the possession of 
those using them, owe their existence to the liberality and enlightened 
self-inteiest of the better older of princes, or to the benevolence or 
ostentation of here and there a rich individual, whose fortune, if traced to 
its source, is always found to have been draw^i immediately or remotely 
from the public revenue, most frequently by a diiect grant of a portion of 
it from the sovereign. 

The ruler of a society of this description, after providing largely for his 
own support, and that of all persons in whom he feels an interest, and 
after maintaining as many soldiers as he thinks needful for his security or 
his state, has a disposable residue, which he is glad to exchange for 
articles of luxury suitable to his disposition : as have also the class of 
persons who have been enriched by his favour, or by handling the public 
revenues. A demand thus arises for elaborate and costly manufactured 
articles, adapted to a narrow but a wealthy market. This demand is 
often supplied almost exclusively by the merchants of more advanced 
communities, but often also raises up in the country itself a class of 
artificers, by whom certain fabrics are carried to as high excellence as can 
be given by patience and manual dexterity, without any considerable 
knowledge of the properties of objects : such as some of the cotton fabrics 
of India. These artificers are fed by the suiplus food which has been 
taken by the goyeinment and its agents as their share of the produce. 
So literally IS this the case, that in some countries the woikman, instead 
of taking his woik home, and being paid for it after it is finished, proceeds 
with his tools to his customer’s house, and is there subsisted until the woik 
is complete. The insecurity, however, of all possessions in this state of 
society, induces ev^ the richest purchasers to give a picference to such 
articles as, being of an impeiishable nature, and containing great value in 
small bulk, are adapted for being concealed or carried Gold and 
jewels, therefoie, •constitute a large proportion of the wealth of these 
nations, and many a rich Asiatic carries nearly his whole fortune on his 
person, or on those of the w omen of his harem. No one, except the 
monarch, thinks of investing his wealth in a manner not susceptible of 
removal. He, indeed, if he feels safe on his throne, and reasonably 
secure of transmitting it to his descendants, sometimes indulges a taste 
for durable edifices, and produces the PyramiSs, or the Taj Mehal and the 
Mausoleum at Sekundra. The rudq, manufactures destined for the wants 
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of the cultivators are worked up by village^rtisans, who are remunerate 
by land given to them rent free to cultivate, or by fees paid to them in 
kind from such share of the crop as is left to the villagers by the govei^* 
ment. This state of society, however, is nor destitute of a mercantile 
class ; composed of two divisions, grain dealers and money dealers. The 
gram dealers do not usually buy grain from the producers, but from the 
agents of government, who, receiving the revenue in kind, are glad to 
devolve upon others the business of conveying it to the places where the 
prince, his chief civil and military Qpicers, the bulk of his troops, and the 
artisans who supply the wants of these various persons, are assembled. 
The money dealers lend to the unfortunate cultivators, when ruined by 
bad seasons or fiscal exactions, the means of supporting life and con- 
tinuing their cultivation, and are repaid with enormous interest at the next 
harvest ; or, on a larger scale, they lend to the government, or to those to 
whom It has granted a portion of the revenue, and are indemnified by 
assignments on the revenue collectors, or by having certain districts put 
into their possession, that they may pay themselves from the revenues ; 
to enable them to do which, a great portion of the powers of government 
are usually made over simultaneously, to be exercised by them until either 
the districts are redeemed, or their receipts have liquidated the debt. 
Thus, the commercial operations of both these classes of dealers take place 
principally upon that part of the produce of the country which forms the 
revenue of the government. F rom that revenue their capital is periodically 
replaced with a profit, and that is also the source from which their original 
funds have almost always been derived. Such, in its general features, is 
the economical condition of most of the countries of Asia, as it has been 
from beyond the commencement of authentic history, and is still, wherever 
not disturbed by foreign influences. 

In the agricultural communities of ancient Europe whose early condition 
is best known to us, the course of things was diflcrent. These, at their 
orig-in, were mostly small town-communities, at the first plantation of 
which, in an unoccupied country, or in one from which the former inhabi- 
tants had been expelled, the land which was taken possession of was 
systematically divided, in equal or nearly equal allotments, among the 
families composing the community. In some cases, instead of a town 
there was a confederation of towns, occupied by people of the &ame reputed 
race, and who were supposed to have settled m the country about the 
same time. Each family produced its own food and the materials of its 
clothing, which were worked up within itself, usually by the women of the 
family, into the coarse fabrics with which the age was contented. Taxes 
there were none, as there were cither no paid officers of government, or 
if there were, their payment had been provided for by a reserved portion 
of land, cultivated by slaves on account of the stat(^ ; and the army con- 
sisted of the body of citizens. The whole produce of the soil, therefore, 
belonged, without deduction, to the family which cultivated it. So long 
as the progress of events pennitted this disposition of property to last, the 
state of society was, for the majority of the free cultivators, probably not 
an undesirable one ; and under it, in some cases, the advance of mankind 
in intellectual culture was extraordinanly rapid and brilliant. This more 
especially happened where, along with advantageous circumstances of 
race and climate, and no doubt with many favourable accidents of which 
all trace is now lost, was Combined the advantage of a position on the 
shores of a great inland sea, the ^ther coasts of which were already 
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occupied by settled coinmi|jiities. The knowledge which in such a 
position was acquired of foieign productions, and the easy access of 
foreign ideas and inventions, made the chain of routine, usually so stiong 
in a rude people, hang lot^cly on these communities. To speak only of 
their industrial development, they caily acquiicd variety of wants and 
desires, which stimulated them to extract from their own soil the utmost 
which they knew how to make it yield ; and when their soil was sterile, 
or after they had come to the end of its capacity, they often became 
traders, and bought up the pioducti^s of foreign countries, to sell them 
in other countries with a profit. 

The duration, however, of this state of things was from the first 
precarious. These little communities li\ed m a stale of almost perpetual 
war. For this there weie many causes. In the ruder and purely 
agricultural communities a frequent cause was the mere pressure of their 
increasing population upon their limited land, aggravated as that pressure 
so often was by deficient harvests in the rude state of their agriculture, and 
depending as they did for food upon a veiy small extent of country. On 
these occasions, the community often emigrated en or sent forth a 

swarm of its youth, to seek, sword in hand, for some less warlike people, 
who could be expelled from their land, or detained to cultivate it as slaves 
for the benefit of their despoileis. What thj less advanced tribes did 
from necessity, the more prosperous did from ambition and the military 
spirit ; and after a time the whole of these city communities were either 
conquerors or conquered. In some cases, the conquering state contented 
itselhvith imposing a tiibiite on the vanquished : who being, in considera- 
tion of that burthen, freed from the expense and trouble of their owm 
military and naval protection, might enjoy under it a considerable share 
of economical prospeiily, while the ascendant community obtained a 
surplus of wealth, available for purposes of collective luxury or magnifi- 
cence. From such a surplus the Parthenon and the Propykea were 
built, the sculptures of Pheidias paid for, and the festivals celebrated, for 
which .^^Ischylus, Sophocles, Euiipides, and Aristophanes composed their 
dramas. But this state of political lelations, most useful, while it lasted, 
to the progress and ultimate interest of mankind, had not the elements of 
durability. A small conquering community which does not incorporate 
its conquests, always ends by being conquered. Universal dominion, 
therefore, at last rested with the people w'ho practised this ait— with 
the Romans ; who, whatever were their other devices, always either 
began or ended by taking a great part of the land to enrich their own 
leading citizens, and by adopting into the governing body the principal 
possessors of the lemamdcr. It is unnecessary to dwell on the melancholy 
economical history of the Roman empire. When inequality of wealth 
once commences, in a community not constantly engaged in repairing by 
industry the injurie*? of fortune, its advances are gigantic ; the great 
masses of wealth swallow up the smaller. The Roman empire ultimately 
became covered wjth the vast landed possessions of a comparatively few 
families, for whose luxury, and still moic for whose ostentation, the most 
costly products were raised, while the cultivators of the soil weie slaves, 
or small tenants in a neaily servile condition. From this time the wealth 
of the empire piogressivcly declined. In the beginning the public 
revenues, and the resources of rich individuals, sufficed at least to cover 
Italy with splendid edifices, public and private ; but at length so 
dwindled under the enervating infiuences of niisgovemment, that wh^t 
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remained was not even sufficient to keep th^se Edifices fioni decay, 'fhe 
strength and riches of the civili/cd woild became inadequate to make 
head against the nomad oopulation which skirted its northern fiontier : 
they overran the empire, and a diffcient older of things succeeded. 

In the new frame in which Euiopean society was now cast, the 
population of each country may be considered as composed, in unequal 
proportions, of two distinct nations or ia(es, the conqiicrois and the con- 
quered . the first the propiictors of the Lind, the latter the tilleis of it. 
These tillers weie allowed to occiipj: the land on conditions w’hich, being 
the product of foice, weie ahvays oneious, but seldom to the extent 
of absolute slavery. Alieacly, in the later times of the Roman empire, 
predial slavery had extensively transformed itself into a kind of serfdom : 
the co/oni of the Romans were rather villeins than actual slaves : and the 
incapacity and distaste of the baibarian conquerors for peisonally supeiin- 
tending industrial occupations, left no alternative but to allow to the culti- 
vators, as an incentive to exertion, some real mteiest in the soil. If, for 
example, they were compelled to labour, three days in the week, for their 
superior, the produce of the remaining days was their own. If they were 
required to supply the provisions of various soits, oidmarily icquned for 
the consumption of the castle, and weie often subject to requisitions 
in excess, yet after supplying these demands they weie suffered to dispose 
at their will of whatever additional pi oduce they could raise. Under this 
system during the Middle Ages it was not impossible, no more than in 
Russia at present (where the same system still essentially prevails) 
for serfs to acquire property ; and in fact, their accumulations are 
the primitive source of the wealth of modem Euiope. 

In that age of violence and disoidcr, the fiist use made by a serf of any 
small provision which he had been able to accumulate, was to buy 
his freedom and withdraw himself to some town or fortified village, which 
had remained undcstroyecl from the time of the Roman dominion ; or, 
without buying his fiecdom, to abscond thitlur. In that place of 
refuge, surrounded by otheis of his own class, he attempted to live, 
secured in some measure fiom the outrages and exactions of the warrior 
caste, by his own prowess and that of his fellows. These emancipated 
seifs mostly became aitificers, and lived by exchanging the produce 
of their industry for the surplus food and material which the soil yielded 
to Its feudal piopnetors. This gave rise to a sort of European counter- 
part of the economical condition of Asiatic countiics ; except that, m lieu 
of a single monarch and a fluctuating body of favoiiiites and employes, 
there was a numerous and in a considerable cleg ice fixed class of great 
landholders ; exhibiting far less splendour, because individually disposing 
of a much smaller surplus produce, and for a long time expending the 
chief part of it in maintaining the body of retainej;*^ whom the warlike 
habits of society, and the little protection afforded by government, 
rendered indispensable to their safety. The greater stability, the fixity of 
personal position, which this state of society afToidcd, in comparison with 
the Asiatic polity to which it economically corresponded, was probably one 
main reason why it was also found more favourable to improvement. 
From this time the economical advancement of society has not been 
further interrupted. Security of person and pioperty giew slowly, but 
steadily ; the arts of life made constant progress ; plunder jccased to be 
the only source of accuifiulation ; and feudal Europe lipened into 
commercial and manufactuiing Europe. In the latter part of the middle 
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ages, the towns of Italy .and Flanderr, the free cities of Germany, and 
some towns of France and England, contained a large and encigctic 
population of artisans, and many rich burghers, whose wealth had been 
acquired by manufactuiinj- inclusti*}', or by Hading in the piocluce of such 
industry. The Commons of England, the Tiers-Etat of Fiance, the 
bourgeoisie of the Continent generally, are the descendants of this class. 
As these were a saving class, nhilc the posterity of the feudal aiistociacy 
were a squandei mg class, the former by degrees substituted themselves 
for the latter as the owneis of agicat piopoition of the land. This 
natural tendency was in some cases retaidcd by laws contiued for 
the purpose of detaining the land in the families of its possessors, 111 other 
cases accelerated by political revolutions. Gradually, though more 
slowly, the immediate cullualors of the soil, in all the moie civilized 
countries, ceased to be in a scr\’ilc or scmi-servile state : though the legal 
position, as well as the economical condition attained by them, vary 
extremely in the different nations of Europe, and m the gieat com- 
munities which have been founded beyond the Atlantic by the descendants 
of Europeans. 

The w'orld now contains sevcial evtensive regions, piovidcd with the 
vaiioiis ingiedients of wealth in a degree of abundance of which former 
ages had not even the idea. Without compulsory laboiii, an cnoimous 
mass of food is annually exti acted fiom the ^)il, and maintamo, ocsidcs 
the actual pioduceis, an equal, sometimes a greater number of Libouieis, 
occupied 111 producing conveniences and luxuiics of mnuinciable kinds, or 
in transporting them from place to jdace ; also a multitude of pcisons em- 
ployed in directing and supei intending these vaiious labotiis ; and over 
and above all these, a class moic numerous than in the most Iu\uiious 
ancient societies, of persons whose occupations aie of a kina not directly 
productive, and of pcisons who have no occupation at all. The food 
thus raised suppoits a far larger ])opulation than had cvci existed (at least 
in the same regions) on an equal space of ground ; and sn]-)ports them with 
ccitainty, except from those pciiodically lecuiiing f.imines so abundant 
in the eaily history of Euiopc, and m Oiicnlal countiics even now not un- 
freqiient. Lcsidcs this gie.it increase in the quantity of food, it has 
greatly improved in quality and vaiicty; while conveniences and 
luxuries, other than food, are no longer limited to a small and opulent 
class, but descend, in gieat abundance, through many widening strata in 
society, wh.il ever doulit may exist as to the amount of impiovement 
effected in the condition of the lowest of all. The collective icsouiccs of 
one of these communities, when it chooses to put them foiih for any un- 
expected purpose ; its ability to maintain fleets and aimies, to execute 

E ublic works, either useful 01 ornamental, to pcrfoim national acts of 
eneficence like the ransom of the West India slaves ; to found colonies, 
to have its people •taught, to do anything in shoit which reqiiiies 
expense, and to do it with no sacrifice of the necessaries or even 
the substantial co^nforts of its inhabitants, aic such as the world never 
saw before 

But in all these particulars, characteiislic of the modern mdustiial com- 
munities, those communities differ widely fiom one another. Ihough 
abounding in wealth, as compared with former ages, they do so in very 
different degrees. Even of the countiies whuh are justly accounted the 
richest, some have made a more complete use ilicir productive resources, 
and have obtained, relativ cly to tbcir territorial extent, a much larger pro- 
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duce than others ; nor do they differ only irigamount of wealth, but also in 
the rapidity of its increase. The diversities in the distribution of wealth 
are still greater than in the production. There are great differences in 
the condition of the poorest class in different countries ; and m the pro- 
portional numbers and opulence of the classes which are above the 
poorest. The very nature and designation of the classes who originally 
share among them the produce of the soil, vary not a little in different 
places. In some, the landowners are a class in themselves, almost 
entirely separate from the classes enjmged m industry : in others, the pro- 
prietor of the land is almost universally its cultivator, owning the plough 
if not himself holding it. Where the proprietor himself does not cultivate, 
there is sometimes, between him and the labourer, an intermediate 
agency, that of the farmer, who advances the subsistence of the labourers, 
supplies the instruments of production, and receives, after paying a rent 
to the landowner, all the produce : in other cases the landlord, his paid 
agents, and the labourers, are the onl) sharers Manufactures, again, are 
sometimes carried on by scattered individuals, who own or hire the tools 
or machinery they require, and employ little labour besides that of their 
own family ; in other cases, by large numbers working together in 
one building, with expensue and complex machinery, owned by rich 
manufacturers. The same difference exists in the operations of trade. 
The wholesale operations* indeed are everywhere carried on by large 
capitals, where such exist ; but the retail dealings, which collectively 
occupy a very great amount of capital, arc sometimes conducted in small 
shops, chiefly by the personal cxcitions of the dealers themselves, with 
their familes, and perhaps an appi entice or two ; and sometimes m large 
establishments, of which the funds arc supplied by a wealthy individual or 
association, and the agency is that of nunieious salaried shopmen or shop- 
women. Besides these differences m the economical phenomena 
presented by different parts of what is usually called the civilized world, 
all those earlier states which we previously passed m review, have 
continued in some pait or other of the world, down to our own lime. 
Hunting communities still exist m America, nomadic in Arabia and the 
steppes of Northern Asia ; Oriental society is in essentials what it has 
always been ; the great empire of Russia is even now, in many respects, 
the scarcely modified image of feudal Europe. P2very one of the great 
types of human society, down to that of the Esquimaux or Patagonians, 
is still extant. 

These remarkable differences in the state of different portions of the 
human race, with regard to the production and distribution of wealth, 
must, like all other phenomena, depend on causes. And it is not a suffi- 
cient explanation to ascribe them exclusively to the degrees of knowledge, 
possessed at different times and places, of the laws of nature and the 
physical arts of life. Many other causes co-operate ; and that very 
progress and unequal distribution of physical knowledge, are partly the 
effects, as well as partly the causes, of the state of the production and dis- 
tribution of wealth. 

In so far as the economical condition of nations turns upon the state of 
physical knowledge, it is a subject for the physical sciences, and the arts 
founded on them. But in so far as the causes are moral or psychological, 
dependent on institutions and social relations, or on the principles of 
human nature, their invesUgation belongs not to physical, but to moral 
and social science, and is the object of what is called Political Economy, 
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The pioduction of wealth ; Jjhe extraction of the instruments of human 
subsistence and enjoyment from the materials of the globe, is evidently 
not an arbitrary thing. It has its necessary conditions. Of these, some 
are physical, depending on the properties of matter. These l^ohtical 
Economy does not investigate, but assumes ; i eferring for proof to ph> sical 
science or common e\peiience. Combining with these facts of outwaid 
nature other truths which are laws of human nature, it attempts to trace 
the secondary or derivative law% by which the production of wealth is 
determined ; and in which must lie Uic explanation of the diveisities of 
riches and poverty in the piesent ana past, and the ground of whatever 
progress in wealth is reserved for the future. 

Unlike the laws of Production, those of Distribution are partly of human 
institution ; since the manner in which wealth is distributed in any given 
society, depends on the statutes or usages therein prevalent. But though 
governments or nations can in some measuie determine what institutions 
shall be established, they cannot arbitrarily determine how those institu- 
tions shall work. The conditions on which the power they possess over 
the distribution of wealth is dependent, and the manner in which the dis- 
tribution is affected by the various modes of conduct which society may 
think fit to adopt, are determined by laws as rigid ns those of Production 
itself. ^ 

The laws of Production and Distribution, and some of the practical 
consequences deduciblc from them, are the subject of the following 
treatise. 


BOOK L- PRODUCTION. 


CHAPTER 1. 

OF THE REQUISITES OF PROOUCTIONj 

^ § I. The requisites of production are two : labour, and appropriate 
natural objects. 

Labour is either bodily or mental ; or, to express the distinction more 
comprehensively, either muscular or nervous ; and it is necessary to 
include in the idea, not solely the exertion itselfi but all feelings of a dis- 
agreeable kind, all bodily inconvenience or mental annoyance, connected 
with the employment of one’s thoughts, or muscles, or both, in a particular 
occupation. Of the other lectuisite— appropriate natuial objects — it is to 
be remarked, that some objects exist or grow up spontaneously, of a kind 
suited to the supply of human w^ants. There are caves and hollow trees 
capable of affording shelter ; fruit, roots, wild honey, and other natural 
pro lucts, on which iTuman life can be supported ; but even here a con- 
siderable quantity of labour is geneially requiicd, not for the pm pose of 
creating, but of finding and appropriating them. In all but these few and 
(except in the very commencement of human society) unimportant cases, 
the objects supplied by nature are only instrumental to human wants, after 
having undergone some degree of tiansformajjon by human exertion. 
Even the wild animals of the foiest and of the sea, from which the hunting 
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and fishing tribes derive their sustenance— although the labour of which 
they are the subject is chiefly that required^or appiopriatmg them— must 
yet, before they are used as food, be killed, divided into fiagments, and 
subjected in almost all cases to some process of cookery, which are opera- 
tions requiring a certain degree of human labour. The amount of trans- 
formation which natural substances undergo before being brought into 
the shape m which they aic diicctly applied to human use, varies from 
this or a still less degree of alteiation in the nature and appearance of the 
object, to a change so total that no tiace is perceptible of the oiiginal 
shape and structuie. There is litfie resemblance between a piece of a 
mineral substance found in the eaith, and a plough, an axe, or a saw. 
There is less rescmljlance between porcelain and the decomposing granite 
of which It is made, or between sand mixed with sea-weed, and glass. 
The dificrencc is greater still between the fleece of a sheep, or a handful 
of cotton seeds, and a web of muslin or broad cloth ; and the sheep and 
seeds themselves are not spontaneous giowths, but results of previous 
labour and care. In these several cases the iiltimale pioduct is so 
extremely dissimilar to the substance supplied by nature, that in the 
custom of language nature is represented as only furnishing materials. 

Nature, how’ever, does moic than supply materials ; she also supplies 
powers. The matter of the globe is not an ineit recipient of forms and 
pioperties impressed by liuman hands ; it has active energies by which it 
co-operates with, and may even be used as a substitute for, labour. In 
the early ages men converted their coin into flour by pounding it between 
tw o stones ; they next hit on a contrivance whicli enabled them, by turning 
a handle, to make one of the stones revolve upon the other ; and this 
process, a little improved, is still the common practice of the East The 
muscular excition, however, w’hich it icquiicd, was very severe and ex- 
hausting, insomuch that it was often selected as a punishment for slaves 
who had offended their mastcis When the time came at which the 
labour and sufferings of slaves vvcie thought woith economizing, the 
greater pait of this bodily excition was lendered unnecessary, by con- 
triving that the upper stone should be made to levoh’eupon the lower, not 
by human strength, but by the force of tlie wind or of falling water. In 
this case, natural agents, the wind or the gi avitation of the water, are 
made to do a portion of the woik previously done by labour. 

§ 2 . Cases like this, in which a certain amount of labour has been 
dispensed with, its work being devolved upon some natural agent, aie 
apt to suggest an erroneous notion of the comparative functions of labour 
and natural powers ; as if the co-operation of those powders with human 
indiistr>' were limited to the cases m which they are made to perform 
what would otheiwise be done by labour; as if, in the case of things 
made (as tlie phrase is) by hand, natuie only fuinished passive materials. 
This is an illusion. The powers of natuie are as datively operative in the 
one case as m the other. A workman takes a stalk of the flax or hemp 
plant, splits it into sepaiale fibics, twines together several of these fibres 
with his fingers, aided by a simple instiaiment called a spindle ; having 
thus formed a thread, he lays many such thieads side by side, and places 
other similar threads directly across them, so that each passes alternately 
over and under those which aie at right angles to it ; this part of the 
process being facilitated by an instiumcnt called a shuttle. He has now 
produced a web of clotJi, either linen or sackcloth, according^ to the 
material, lie is said to have done this by hand, no natural force being sup- 
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posed lo have acted in fonc|rt with linn. But by what foice is each step 
of this opciation tendered possible, and the web, when pioduced, held 
together ? Is it not by .the tenacity, or force of cohesion, of the fibies ? 
which is one of the foiccs in nature, and which w^e can measuie exactly 
against other mechanical forces, and asceitain how much of any of them 
it suffices to neutralize or counterbalance. 

If w'c examine any other case of what is called the action of man upon 
nature, w'e shall find in like manner that the powers of nature, or in other 
woids the piopcrtics of matter, do^ill the w'ork, when once objects aie 
put into the right position. This one opciation, of putting- things into fit 
places for being acted upon by their own intcinal foiccs, and by those 
residing m other natural objects, is all that man docs, or can do, with 
mattei. He only moves one thing to or fiom another. He moves a seed 
into the ground ; and the natural forces of vegetation pioduce in succes- 
sion a root, a stem, leaves, flowcis and fruit. He moves an axe through 
a tree, and it falls by the natuial foue of giavitation ; he moves a saw 
thiough It, in a paiticularmannci, and the physical piopcitics by wdiich a 
softci substance gives way befoie a liaidei, make it separate into planks, 
which he an.ingesin ccitain positions, with some adhesive matter be- 
tween them, and pioduccs a table 01 a house. He moves a spark to fuel, 
and it ignites, and by the foicc of fombiistiou it cooks the food, melts or 
softens llie non, convcits into beer or sugar the malt or cane juice, which 
he has prcMousIy moved to the spot, lie has no other means of acting 
on matter than by moving it. IMoiion, and lesislancc to motion, are the 
only things which his muscles aie constructed foi. By muscular contrac- 
tion he can create a picsbinc on an outwaid object, which, if sufficiently 
powerful, will set it in motion, or if it be already moving, wall check or 
modify or altogether aircst its motion, and he can do no moie. But this 
is enough to have given him all the command which mankind have 
acquiicd ovei naluuil foiccsimmeasuiably moic ])ov\crful than themselves; 
a command which, gi eat as it is alicady, is without doubt destined to 
become indefinitely gieatci. He exeils this power either by availing 
himself of natural foiccs m existence, or by an ang mg objects in those 
mixtures and combinations by wliith naluial foiccs arc generated; as 
when by putting a lighted match lo fuel, and water into a boiler over it, 
he generates the expansive force of steam, a power which has been made 
so largely available foi the attainment of human purposes. 

Labour, then, in the physical woild, is always and solely employed in 
pwUing objects in motion , the piopeities of matter, the laws of nature, do 
the rest. The skill and ingenuity of human beings aic chiefly exeicised 
in discovcimg movements, jiiacticahle by their povveis, and capable of 
bringing about the effects which they clcsiie But, while movement is the 
only cffiect which man can immediately and diicclly pioduce by his 
muscles, it is not necessary that he should produce cliieclly by them 
all the movements which he rccjuiics. The fiist and most obvious snbsli-' 
tute is tlic musculi^r action of cattle . by dcgiccs he makes llic powcis of 
inanimate natuic aid liim in this too, as by making the wind, or water, 
things aheady in motion, communicate a pait of their motion to the 
wheels, which befoic that invention he made revolve by muscular force. 
He extorts this service from the powers of wind and water by a set of 
actions, consisting like the former in moving certain objects into certain 
positions in which they constitute what is tcS-ined a machine ; but the 
muscular action neccssaiy for this is njt constantly lenewcd, but perfoimed 
once for all, and there is on the whole a great economy of labour. • 



30 


PRODUCTION. 


§ 3. Some writers have raised the question, whether nature gives mors 
assistance to labour in one kind of industry or in another ; and have said 
that in some occupations labour does most, in others nature most. In 
this, however, there seems much confusion of^ideas. The part which 
nature has in any work of man is indefinite and incommensurable. 
It is impossible to decide that in any one thing nature docs more than in 
any other. One cannot even say that labour does less. One may say 
that less labour is required ; but if that which is required is absolutely 
indispensable, the result is just as much the product of labour as of nature. 
When two conduit ns are equally necessary for producing the effect at all, 
it is useless to say that so much of it is produced by one and so much by 
the other ; it is like attempting to decide which half of a pair of scissors 
has most to do m the act of cutting ; or which of the factors five and six 
contributes most to the production of thiity. The form wdiich this con- 
ceit usually assumes is that of supposing that nature lends more assistance 
to human endeavours in agricultuie than m manufactuies This notion, 
held by the French Economistes, and from which Adam Smith w^as not 
free, arose from a misconception of the nature of lent. The rent of land 
being a price paid for a natural agency, and no such price being paid m 
manufactures, these wi iters imagined that since a price w^as paid, it w-as 
because there was a greater amount of service to be paid for w'hereas a 
better consideration of the subject would have shown that the reason w^hy 
the use of land bears a price is simply the limitation of its quantity, and 
that if air, heat, electricity, chemical agencies, and the other powers of 
nature employed by manufactureis weie sparingly supplied, and could, 
like land, be engrossed and appropiiated, a rent could be exacted for 
them also. 

§ 4. This leads to a distinction which we shall find to be of primary 
importance. Of natural powers some are unlimited, others limited in 
quantity. By an unlimited quantity is, of course, not meant literally, but 
practically unlimited — a quantity beyond the use w^hich can in any, or at 
least in present circumstances, be made of it. Land is, in some newly- 
settled countries, practically unlimited in quantity— theie is more than 
can be used by the existing population of the country, or by any accession 
likely to be made to it for geneiations to come. But even there, land 
favourably situated with regard to markets or means of carnage, is 
generally limited in quantity : there is not so much of it as persons 
would gladly occupy and cultivate, or otherwise turn to use. In all 
old countries, land capable of cultivation, land at least of any tolerable 
fertility, must be ranked among agents limited in quantity. Water, for 
ordinary purposes, on the banks of rivers or lakes, may be regarded as of 
unlimited abundance ; but if required for irrigation, it may even there be 
insufficient to supply all wants, while m places which depend for their con- 
sumption on cisterns or tanks, or on wells which aiVnot copious, or are 
liable to fail, water takes its place among things the quantity of which is 
most strictly limited. Where water itself is plentiful, ye{ watcr-pow'er, z.e,, 
a fall of water applicable by its mechanical foicc to the service of mdustrv, 
may be exceedingly limited, compared with the use w’hicli would be made 
of it if it were moie abundant. Coal, metallic ores, and other useful sub- 
stances found m the earth, are still more limited than land. They are not 
only strictly local, but exhaustible ; though, at a given place and time, 
they may exist in much ga-eater abundance than would be applied to 
present use even if they could be obtained gratis. Fisheiies, m the sea, 
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are in most cases a gtft of nature practically unlimited in amount ; but 
the Arctic whale fisheries hj^T longf been insufficient for the demand which 
exists even at the very considerable price necessary to defray the cost 
of appropriation : and tlfe immense extension which the Southern fisheries 
have m consequence assumed is tendin^j to exhaust them likewise. Kiver 
fisheries aie a natural resource of a very limited character, and would be 
rapidly exhausted if allowed to be used by eveiyone without restraint. 
Air, e\en that slate of it which we teim wind, may, m most situations, be 
obtained in a quantity sufficient for e\cry possible use ; and so likewise, 
on the sea-coast or on laige rix^iib, may water-carriage, though the 
whaifagc or hailiour-ioom applicable to the service of that mode of 
transpoit is in many situations far slioit of what would be used if easily 
altamable. 

It will be seen hereafter how much of the economy of society depends 
on the limited quantity in which some of the most important natural 
agents exist, and more particulaily land. For the picsent I shall only 
icmaik that so long as the (piantity of a natuial agent is practically 
unliiiirted, it cannot, unless susceptible of artificial monopoly, bear any 
value in the maiket, since no one will give anything for what can be 
obtained giatis. Itut as soon as a limitation becomes practically 
opeiatuc, as soon as there is not so much of the thing to be had, 
as w'ould be a])piapiiatcd and used if it coUld be obtained for asking : 
the owMicrship or use of the natural agent acquiies an exchangeable value. 
When moie wxater-pow'er is w^anted m a paiticukir district, than there arc 
falls of wxiter to siqiply it, poisons will give an ec|uivalcnt for the use of a 
fall of watci. Wlien theic is moic land wanted for cultivation than a 
place possesses, or tlian it possesses of a certain quality and certain 
advantages of situation, land of that quality and situation may be sold 
for a pi ICC, or let for an annual rent This subject will hereafter be 
discussed at length , but it is often useful to anticipate, by a brief sugges- 
tion, principles and deductions which w’e have not yet reached the place 
for exhibiting and illustrating fully. 


CHAPTER II. 

OF LABOUR AS AN AGENT OF PRODUCTION. 

§ I. The labour which terminates in the production of an article fitted 
for some human use, is either employed directly about the thing, or 
in previous operations destined to facilitate, perhaps essential to the 
possibility of, the subsequent ones. In making bread, for example, 
the labour employed al}out the thing itself is that of the baker ; but the 
labour of the miliar, though employed directly in the production not 
of bread but of flour, is equally pait of the aggregate sum of labour by 
which the bread is produced ; as is also the labour of the sower, and 
of the leaper. Sftme may think that all these peisons ought to be con- 
sidered as employing their labour directly about the thing : the com, the 
flour, and the bread being one substance in three different states. With- 
out disputing about this question of mere language, there is still the plough- 
man, who prcpaicd the ground for the seed, and whose labour never came 
in contact with the substance in any of its states ; and the plough-maker, 
whose share in the result was still more remote. All these persons 
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ultimately derive the remuneration of their l^abour from the bread, or its 
price : the plough-maker as much as the rest ; for since ploughs are 
of no use except for tilling the soil, no one would make or use ploughs 
for any other reason than because the inci cased i etui us theieby obtained 
from the ground afforded a soiiice from which an adequate equivalent 
could be assigned for the laboui of the plough-maker If the produce is 
to be used or consumed in the foim of bicid, it is from the bread that 
this equivalent must come 'J'he bicad must siiflke to lemimciate all 
these labourers, and scveial othcis; ^uch as the c.upcntcrs and buck- 
layers who erected the faim-buildiugs ; the hedgers and ditchers who 
made the fences necessary for the protection of the crop ; the miner and 
smelter who extracted or piopnred the non of which the ])lough and other 
implements were made. These, however, and the plough-miiker, do not 
depend for their remuneration upon the biead made from the produce of 
a single harvest, but upon that made fiom the produce of all the harvests 
which are successively gathered until the plough, or the buildings and 
fences, are worn out. Wc must add yet another kind of labour ; that of 
transporting the produce from the place of its production to the place of 
its destined use the labour of carrying tlie coin to market, and from 
market to the miller’s, the flour fiom the millei’s to the bakci’s, and the 
bread from the baker’s to the place of its final consunvption This labour 
is sometimes very consideiiblc ; flour is Iranspoitcd to England fioin 
beyond the Atlantic, com from the heart of Russia ; and m addition to 
the laboui CIS immediately employed, the waggoners and sailois, theie arc 
also costly instruments, such as ships, in the constiuction of which much 
labour has been expended • that labour, however, not depending for ils 
whole remuneration upon the bicad, but for a part only ; ships being 
usually, dining the couisc of their existence, employed in the transport of 
many different kinds of commodities 
To estimate, therefore, the labour of which any guen commodity is the 
result, is far from a simple opeiation. The items m the calculation are 
very numerous — as it may seem to some persons, infinitely so ; for if, 
as a pait of the labour employed in making biead, we count the labour of 
the blacksmith wdio made the plough, ^^hy not also (it may be asked) the 
labour of making the tools used by the blacksmith, and tlie tools used in 
making those tools, and so back to ibc origin of things^ But after 
mounting one or two steps m this asccndiiv^ scale, wc come into a legion 
of fractions too minute for calculation. Suppose, foi instance, that the 
same plough will last, bcfoie being worn out, a dozen ycais Only one- 
twelfth of the labour of making the plough must be placed to the account 
of each yeai’s harvest. A twelfth part of the l.ibour of making a plough 
is an appreciable quantity But the stime set of tools, pci haps, suffice to 
the plough-maker for foiging a hundred ploughs, which serve during the 
twelve years of their existence to prepare the soil of 'a hundred different 
farms. A twelve-hundredth part of the labour of making the tools is as 
much, therefore, as has been expended in proem mg one year’s harvest of 
a single farm : and when this fraction comes to be further apportioned 
among the various sacks of corn and loaves of bread, it is seen at once 
that such quantities are not worth taking into the account for any practical 
purpose connected with the commodity. It is true that if the tool-maker 
had not laboured, the corn and bread never would have been produced ; 
but they will not be sold a tenth part of a farthing dearer in consideration 
of his labour. 
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{ 2. Another of the* modes in which labour is indirectly or remotely 
instrumental to the production of a thing requires particular notice : 
namely, when it is employed in producing subsistence, to maintain the 
labourers while they are engaged m the production. This previous em- 
ployment of labour is an indispensable condition to every productive 
opciation, on any other than the very smallest scale. Except the labour 
of the hunter and fisher, theie is scaicely any kind of labour to which the 
returns aie immediate. Productive operations require to be continued a 
certain lime before their fruits aie^ibtained Unless the labourer, before 
commencing his work, possesses a store of food, or can obtain access to 
the stores of some one else, in sufficient quantity to maintain him until 
the production is completed, he can undertake no labour but such as can 
be carried on at odd intervals, concurrently with the pursuit of his sub- 
sistence. He cannot obtain food itself in any abundance, for every mode 
of so obtaining it requires that there be already food in store. Agriculture 
.only brings forth food after the lapse of months ; and though the labours 
of the agriculturist are not necessarily continuous during the whole period, 
they must occupy a considerable part of it. Not only is agncultuie impos- 
sible without food produced in advance, but there must be a veiy great 
quantity in advance to enable any considerable community to support 
itself wholly by agriculture A country lik^ England or France is only 
•able to carry on the agriculture of the present year, because that of past 
years has provided, in those countries or somewhere else, sufficient lood 
to support their agricultural population until the next harvest. They are 
only enabled to produce so many other things besides food because the 
food which was in store at the close of the last harvest suffices to main- 
tain not only the agricultural labourers, but a large industrious population 
besides. 

The labour employed in producing this stock of subsistence forms 
a great and important part of the past labour which has been necessary 
to enable present labour to be earned on. But there is a diffciencc, 
requiring particular notice, between this and the other kinds of pievious 
or preparatory labour. The miller, the reaper, the ploughman, the 
plough-maker, the waggoner and waggon maker, even the sailor and 
ship-builder when employed, derive their remuneration fiom the ultimate 
product — the bread made from the corn on which they have severally 
operated, or supplied the instruments for operating. The labour that 
produced the food which fed all these labourers, is as necessary to the 
ultimate result, the bread of the present han^est, as any of those other 
portions of labour ; but is not, like them, remunerated from it. That 
previous labour has received its remuneration from the previous food. 
In order to raise any pioduct, there are needed labour, tools, and 
materials, and foqfj to feed the labourers. But the tools and materials 
are of no use except for obtaining the product, or at least are to be applied 
to no other use, and the labour of their construction can be remnneialed 
onljr from the i«-oduct when obtained. The food, on the contraiy, is 
intrinsically useful, and is applied to its direct use, that of feeding human 
beings. The labour expended in producing the food, and recompensed 
by it, needs not to be remunerated over again from the produce of the 
subsequent labour which it has fed. If we suppose that the same body of 
labourers carried on a manufacture, and grew food to sustain themselves 
while doing it, they have had for their troubil the food and the manufac- 
tured article ; but if they also gr^vv the material and made the tools, 
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they have had nothing for that trouble but the; manufactured article 
alone. * 

The claim to remuneration founded on the possession of food, avail- 
able for the maintenance of labourers, is of anotner kind ; remuneration 
for abstinence, not for labour. If a person has a store of food, he has it 
in his power to consume it himself m idleness, or in feeding others to 
attend on him, or to fight for him, or to sing or dance for him. If, instead 
of these things, he gives it to productive labourers to support them 
during their woik, he can, and naturally will, claim a remuneiation from 
the produce. He will not be content with simple repayment ; if he 
receives merely that, he is only in the same situation as at first, and has 
derived no advantage from delaying to apply his savings to his own 
benefit or pleasure. He will look for some equivalent for this for- 
bearance : he will expect his advance of food to come back to him with 
an increase, called, m the language of business, a profit : and the hope of 
this piofit will generally have been a pait of the inducement which made 
him accumulate a stock, by economi/ing in his own consumption ; or, at 
any rate, winch made him forego the application of it, when accumulated, 
to his personal case or satisfaction. The food also which maintained 
other woikmcn while producing the tools or materials, must have been 
provided m advance by some one, and he, too, must have his profit from 
the ultimate product ; but there is this difference, that here the ultimate 
product has to supply not only the profit, but also the remuneration ot 
the labour The tool-maker (say for instance the plough-maker) does 
not indeed usually wait for his payment until the harvest is reaped ; the 
fanner advances it to him, and steps into Ins place by becoming the 
owner of the plough. Neveithelcss, it is from the harvest that the pay- 
ment is to come , since the fanner would not undertake this outlay unless 
he expected that the haivcst would repay him, and w’ltb a profit loo on 
tins fiesh advance ; that is, unless the harvest would yield, besides the 
remuneration of the farm labourers (and a profit for advancing it), a 
sufficient residue to remunerate the plough-maker’s laboureis, give the 
plough-maker a piofit, and a profit to the farmer on both. 

§ 3. From these considerations it appears, that m an enumeration and 
classification of the kinds of industry which are intended for the indirect 
or remote furtherance of other productive labour, we need not include 
the labour of pioducing subsistence or other necessaries of life to be 
consumed by productive labourers ; for the main end and purpose of 
this labour is the subsistence itself ; and though the possession of a store 
of it enables other woik to be done, this is but an incidental consequence. 
The remaining modes in wdiich labour is indirectly instrumental to pro- 
duction, may be arranged under five heads. 

First : Labour employed m producing materials, on which industry is 
to be afterwaids employed. This is, m many cases, a labour of mere 
appropriation ; extractive industry, as it has been called. The labour 
of the miner, for example, consists of operations for d«gging out of the 
earth substances convertible by industry into various articles fitted for 
human use. Extractive industry, however, is not confined to the extrac- 
tion of maleiials. Coal, for instance, is employed, not only in the pro- 
cesses of industry, but in directly warming human beings. When so used, 
it is not a material, but is itself the ultimate product. So, also, in the case 
of a mine of precious stonese' These are to some small extent employed 
in the productive arts, as diamonds by the glass-cutter, emery and corun* 
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dum for polishing, but their principal destination, that of ornament, is 
a direct use ; though they Commonly require, before being so used, some 
process of manufactui^ which may perhaps warrant our regarding them 
as materials. Metallic ores of all sorts are materials merely. 

Under the head, production of materials, we must include the in- 
dustry of the wood-cutter, when employed in cutting and preparing timber 
for building, or wood for the purposes of the carpenter’s or any other art. 
In the forests of America, Norway, Germany, the Pyrenees and Alps, this 
sort of labour is largely employed on trees of spontaneous growth. In 
other cases, we must add to the^labour of the wood-cutter that of the 
planter and cultivator. 

Under the same head are also comprised the labours of the agricul- 
turist in growing flax, hemp, cotton, feeding silkwoims, raising food for 
cattle, producing bark, dye-stuffs, oleaginous plants, and many other 
things only useful because required in other departments of industr)% 
So, too, the labour of the hunter, as far as his object is fuis or fcatheis ; 
of the shepherd and the cattle-breeder, in respect of wool, hides, horn, 
bristles, horse-hair, and the like. The things used as materials in some 
process or other of manufacture are of a most miscellaneous character, 
drawn from almost every quarter of the animal, vegetable, and mineral 
kingdoms. And besides this, the finished products of many branches 
of industry are the materials of others. The thread pioduced by the 
spinner is applied to hardly any use except as material for the weaver. 
Even the product of the loom is chiefly used as material for the fabricators 
of articles of dress or furniture, or of further instruments of productive 
industry, as m the case of the sail-maker. The currier and binner find 
their whole occupation in converting raw matciial into what may be 
termed prepared material. In strictness of speech, almost all food, as 
It comes fiom the hands of the agiiculturist, is nothing more than material 
for the occupation of the baker or the cook. 

§ 4, The second kind of indirect labour is that employed in making 
tools or implements for the assistance of labour I use these terms in 
their most comprehensive sense, cmbiacing all permanent instruments or 
helps to production, from a flint and a piece of steel for striking a light, 
to a steamship, or the most complex apparatus of manufactuiing machinery. 
There may be some hesitation where to draw the line between imple- 
ments and materials ; and some things used in production (such as fuel) 
would scarcely m common language be called by either name, popular 
phraseology being shaped out by a different cla^s of necessities from 
those of scientific exposition. To avoid a multiplication of classes and 
denominations answering to distinctions of no scientific impoitance, 
political economists geneially include all things which are used as :///- 
mediate means of production (the means which are not immediate will 
be considered profKiUly) either in the class of implements or m that of 
materials. Perhaps the line is most usually and most conveniently drawn, 
by considering as a matciial every instrument of prodiution winch can 
only be used oifce, lieing destroyed (.at least as an instiumcnl for the 
purpose in hand) by a single employment. Thus fuel, once burnt, cannot 
be again used as fuel ; what can be so used is only any portion which has 
remained unburnt the first time. And not only it cannot be used without 
being consumed, but it is only useful by being consumed ; for if no part 
of the fuel were destroyed, no heat would be^enerated. A fleece, again, 
|s destroyed as a fle^ice by being spun into thread ; and the thread 



PRODUCTION. 


36 

cannot be used as a thread when woven into cloth. But an axe is not 
destroyed as an axe by cutting down a tree . it may be used afterwards 
to cut down a hundred or a thousand more ; anji although deteriorated 
in some small degree by each use, it does not do its work by being 
deteriorated, as the coal and the fleece do theirs by being destroyed ; 
on the contrary, it is the better instrument the better it resists deteriora- 
tion, There are some things, rightly classed as materials, which may be 
used as such a second and a third time, but not while the product to 
which they at first contributed remains in e\istence. The iron which 
formed a tank or a set of pipes may be*^ melted down to form a plough or 
a steam-engine ; the stones with which a house was built may be used 
after it is pulled down, to build another. But this cannot be done while 
the original product subsists ; their function, as materials, is suspended, 
until the exhaustion of the first use. Not so with the things classed as 
implements ; they may be used repeatedly for fresh work, until the time, 
sometimes very distant, at which they are worn out, while the work 
already done by them may subsist unimpaired, and when it perishes, 
does so by its own laws, or by casualties of its own.* 

The only practical difference of much importance arising from the 
distinction between materials and implements, is one which has attracted 
our attention in another case. Since materials are destroyed as such 
by being once used, the whole of the labour required for their piocluction, 
as well as the abstinence of the person who supplied the means for 
carrying it on, must be remunerated from tlie fruits of that single use. 
Implements, on the contrary, being susceptible of repeated employment, 
the whole of the products which they are instrumental m bringing into 
existence are a fund which can be drawn upon to remunerate the labour 
of their construction, and the abstinence of those by whose accumula- 
tions that labour was supported It is enough if each product contributes 
a fraction, commonly an insignificant one, towaids the remuneration of 
that labour and abstinence, or towards indemnifying the immediate pro- 
ducer for advancing that remuneration to the person who produced the 
tools. 

§ 5. Thirdly : Besides materials for industry to employ itself on, and 
implements to aid it, provision must be made to prevent its operations 
from being disturbecl, and its products injured, cither by the destroying 
.agencies of nature, or by the violence or rapacity of men. This gives 
nse to another mode in which labour not employed directly about the 
product Itself, is instrumental to its production ; namely, when employed 
for the protection of industry. Such is the object of all buildings for 
industrial purposes ; aU manufactories, warehouses, docks, granaries, 
barns, farm-buildmgs devoted to cattle, or to the operations of agricul- 
tural labour. I exclude those m which the labourers live, or which are 
destined for their personal accommodation ; these, lik^ their food, supply 
actual wants, and must be counted in the remuneration of their labour. 

* The reviewer of this treatise m the ‘ Edinburgh Review*’* (October, 1848) 
states the distinclion between materials and implements rather differently: pro- 
posing to consider as materials ‘ all the things which, after having undergone the 
change implied in production, are themselves matter of exchange,’ and as imple- 
ments (or instruments) ‘ the things which are employed in producing that change, 
but do not themselves liecome part of the exchangeable result.’ According to 
this distinction, the fuel consumed in a manufactory would be considered, not as a 
material, but as an instrument. This question is of little importance. 
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There are many modps in which labour is still more directly applied to 
the protection of producftve operations. The herdsman has little other 
occupation than to protect the cattle from harm : the positive agencies 
concerned in the realization of the product, go on nearly of themselves. 

I have already mentioned the labour of the hedger and ditcher, of the 
builder of walls or dykes. To these must be added that of the soldier, the 
policeman, and the judge. These functionaries are not indeed employed 
exclusively in the protection of industry, nor does their payment con- 
stitute, to the individual producer, a part of the expenses of production. 
But they are paid from the taxes, •which are derived from the produce of 
industry ; and in any tolerably governed country they render to its 
operations a service far more than ecjuivalent to the cost. To society at 
large they are therefore part of the expenses of production ; and if the 
returns to production were not sufficient to maintain these laboureis in 
addition to all the othcis rcquiied, pioduction, at least in that form and 
manner, could not take place. Besides, if the protection which the 
govcinment affords to the operations of industry were not aflforded, the 
producers would be under a necessity of cither withdrawing a large share 
of their time and labour from production, to employ it in defence ; or of 
engaging armed men to defend them ; all wlrch labour, in that case, 
must be directly remunerated fiom the produce ; and things which would 
not pay for this additional labour, would itot be produced. Under the 
present arrangements, the pioduct pays its quota tow^ards the same 
protection, and notwithstanding the waste and prodigality incident to 
government expenditure, obtains it of better quality at a much smaller 
cost 

§ 6. Fourthly • There is a very great amount of labour employed, not 
in bnnging the product into existence, but in rendering it, when in existence, 
accessible to those for whose use it is intended. Many important classes 
of labourers find their sole employment m some function of this kind. 
There is first the w^hole class of carriers, by land or water : muleteers, 
waggoners, bargemen, sailors, wharfmen, coalheaveis, porters, railway 
establishments, and the like. Next, theie aie the constructois of all the 
implements of transport • ships, barges, carts, locomotives, etc., to which 
must be added roads, canals, and railways. Roads are sometimes made 
by the government, and opened gratuitously to the public ; but the labour 
of making them is not the less paid for from the produce. Each producer, 
in paying his quota of the taxes levied g^encrally for the construction of 
roads, pays for the use of those which conduce to his convenience ; and 
if made with any tolerable judgment, they increase the returns to his 
industry by far more than an equivalent amount. 

Another numerous class of labourers employed in rendering the things 
produced accessible to their intended consumers, is the class of dealers 
and traders, or, aS they may be termed, distributors. There would be a 
great waste of time and tiouble, and an inconvenience often amounting 
to impracticability, if consumcis could only obtain the articles they want 
by treating directly with the produceis. Both producers and consumers 
are too much scattered, and the latter often at too great a distance from 
the former. To diminish this loss of time and labour, the conlri\ance of 
fairs and maikets was early had recouisc to, wheie consuiners and pro- 
ducers might periodically meet, without any intermediate agency ; and 
this plan answers tolerably well for many articles, especially agricultural 
produce, agriculturists having at some seasons a certain quantity of spare 
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time on their hands. But even in this case, attendance is often vei^ 
troublesome and inconvenient to buyers who hr.ve dther occupations, and 
do not live in the immediate vicinity ; while, for all articles the production 
of which requires continuous attention from the proaucers, these periodical 
markets must be held at such considerable intervals, and the wants of the 
consumers must either be provided for so long beforehand, or must remain 
so long unsupplied, that even before the resources of society permitted the 
establishment of shops, the supply of these wants fell universally into the 
hands of itinerant dealers ; the pedlar, who might appear once a month, 
being preferred to the fair, which only leturnecl once a year. In country 
distncts, remote from towns or large villages, the industry of the pedlar is 
not yet wholly superseded. But a dealer who has a fixed abode and fixed 
customers is so much more to be depended on, that con burners prefer re- 
sorting to him if he is conveniently accessible ; and dealers therefore find 
their advantage in establishing themselves m every locality where there 
are sufficient consumers near at hand to afibrd them a remuneration. 

In many cases the producers and dealers are the same persons, at 
least, as to the ownership of the funds and the control of the operations. 
The tailor, the shoemaker, the baker, and many other tradesmen, are the 
producers of the articles they deal in, so far as regards the last stage in 
the production. This union, however, of the functions of manufacturer 
and retailer, is only expedici.t when the article can advantageously be 
made at or near the place convenient for retailing it, and is, besides, 
manufactured and sold in small parcels. When things have to be brought 
from a distance, the same peison cannot effectually supci intend both the 
making and the retailing of them . when they are best and most cheaply 
made on a large scale, a single manufactory requires so many local 
channels to carry off its supply, that the retailing is most conveniently 
delegated to another agency ; and even shoes and coats, when thcyaie to 
be furnished in large quantities at once, as for the supply of a regiment 
or of a workhouse, are usually obtained not diiectly fiom the pioducers, 
but from intermediate dealers, who make it their business to ascertain 
from what producers they can be obtained best and cheapest. Even 
when things are destined to be at last sold by retail, convenience soon 
creates a class of wholesale dealers. When products and transactions 
have multiplied beyond a certain point ; when one manufactory supplies 
many shops, and one shop has often to obtain goods from many different 
manufactories, the loss of time and trouble both to the manufacturers and 
to the retailers by treating directly with one another, makes it more con- 
venient to them to treat with a smaller number of great dealers or 
merchants, who only buy to sell again, collecting goods fiom the various 
producers, and distributing them to the retailers, to be by them further 
distributed among the consumers. Of these various elements is com- 
posed the Distributing Class, whose agency is supplementary to that of 
the Producing Class : and the produce so distiibuted, or its price, is the 
source from which the distributors are remunerated for their personal 
exertions, and for the abstinence which enabled them*' to advance the 
funds needful for the business of distribution. 

§ 7. We have now completed the enumeration of the modes in which 
labour employed on external nature is subservient to production. But 
there is yet another mode of employing labour, which conduces equally, 
though still more remotely, to that end: this is, labour of which the 
subject is human beings. Every human being has been brought up from 
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infancy at the expense of ifluch labour to some person or persons, and if 
this labour, or part of |jt, had not been bestowed, the child would never 
have attained the age and strength which enable him to become a 
labourer in his turn. To the community at large, the labour and expense 
of rearing its infant population forms a part of the outlay which is a 
condition of production, and is to be replaced with increase from the 
future produce of their labour. By the individual, this labour and expense 
are usually incurred from other motives than to obtain such ultimate 
return, and, for most purposes of political economy, need not be taken 
into account as expenses of production. But the technical or industnal 
education of the community ; the labour employed in learning and in 
leaching the arts of pioduction, in acquiring and communicating skill m 
those arts ; this labour is really, and in general solely, undergone for the 
sake of the greater or more valuable produce thereby attained, and m 
order that a remuneration, equivalent or more than equivalent, may be 
reaped by the leainer, besides an adequate remunciation for the labour of 
the teacher, when a teacher has been employed. 

As the laboui which confers pioductive povveis, whether of hand or of 
head, may be looked upon as part of the labour by which society accom- 
plishes Its productive operations, or in other woids, as pait of what the 
produce costs to society, so too may the labour employed in keeping up 
productive poweis ; in pievcnting them from being destioyed or weakened 
by accident or disease. The labour of a physician or suigeon, when 
made use of by peisons engaged in industry, must be regarded in the 
economy of society as a saciifice incuricd, to prcsenc fiom peiishing by 
death or infirmity that portion of the productne resources of society which 
is fixed in the lives and bodily or mental powers of its productive 
members To the individuals, indeed, this foims but a part, sometimes 
an imperceptible part, of the motives that induce them to submit to 
medical treatment : it is not principally fiom economical motives that 
persons have a limb amputated, or endeav^our to be cuied of a fever, 
although when they do so, there is generally sufificicnt inducement for it 
even on that scoie alone, 'Ihis is, therefore, one of the cases of labour 
and outlay which, though conducive to production, yet not being incurred 
for that end, or foi the sake of the i etui ns aiising from it, are out of the 
sphere of most of the geneial piopositions which political economy has 
occasion to assert respecting productive labour : though, when society 
and not the individuals aie considered, this labour and outlay must be 
regarded as part of the advance by v\hich society efl'ects its productive 
operations, and for v/hich it is indemnified by the produce. 

§ 8. Another kind of labour, usually classed as mental, but conducing 
to the ultimate pioduct as diiectly, though not so immediately, as manual 
labour itself, is the ^bour of the inventors of industrial processes. I say, 
usually classed as mental, because in leality it is not exclusively so. All 
human exeition is compounded of some mental and some bodily elements. 
The stupidest hoefman, who repeats from day to day the mechanical act 
of climbing a ladder, performs a function partly intellectual ; the most 
intelligent dog or elephant probably could not be taught to do it ; the 
dullest human being, instructed beforehand, is capable of turning a mill ; 
but a horse cannot turn it without somebody to guide and watch him. On 
the other hand, there is some bodily ingrcdieri in the labour most purely 
mental, when it generates any external result. New'ton could not have 
produced the Pnncipia without the Wbdily exertion either of penmanship^ 
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or of dictation ; and he must have drawn miny figures, and Written out 
many calculations and demonstrations, while he |^/as preparing it in his 
mind. Inventors, besides the labour of their brains, generally go through 
much labour with ihcir hands, in the models which they construct and 
the experiments they have to make before their idea can reah/ie itself 
successfully in act. Wliether mental, however, or bodily, their labour is 
a part of that by which the production is brought about. The labour of 
Watt in contriving the steam-engine was as essential a part of production 
as that of the mechanics who build or^e engineers who work the instru- 
ment ; and was undergone, no less than theirs, in the prospect of a re- 
muneration from the produce. The labour of invention is often estimated 
and paid on the very same plan as that of execution. Many manufacturers 
of ornamental goods have inventois in their employment, who receive 
wages or salaries for designing patterns, exactly as others do for copying 
them. All this is strictly part of the labour of production, as the labour 
of the author of a book is equally a part of its production w'lth that of the 
printer and binder. 

In a national, or universal point of view, the labour of the savant, or 
speculative thinker, is as much a part of pioduction in the very narrowest 
sense, as that of the inventor of a practical art ; many such inventions 
having been the direct consequences of theoretic discoveries, and every 
extension of knowledge of the powers of naluie being fiuilful of applica- 
tions to the purposes of outward life. The electro magnetic telegraph 
was the wonderful and most unexpected consequence of the experiments 
of CErsted and the mathematical investigations of Ampere . and the 
modem art of navigation is an unforeseen emanation from the purely 
speculative and appaiently merely ciiiious inquiry, by the mathematicians 
of Alexandria, into the propeities of three curves formed by the inter- 
section of a plane surface and a cone. No limit can be set to the im- 
portance, even in a purely productive and material point of view, of mere 
thought. Inasmuch, liowcver, as these inalenal fruits, though the result, 
are seldom the diic(t puipose of the pursuits of savants, nor is their ic- 
muneration in geneial derived from the increased production which may 
be caused incidentally, and mostly after a long interval, by their dis- 
coveries ; this ultimate influence does not, for most of the purposes of 
political economy, require to be taken into consideration ; and speculative 
thinkers are generally classed as the producers only of the books, or other 
useable and saleable ai tides, which diiectly emanate from them. But 
when (as in political economy one should always be picpared to do) we 
shift our point of view, and consider not individual acts, and the motives 
by which they aie deici mined, but national and iiniveis.d results, intel- 
lectual speculation must be looked upon as a most influential part of the 
productive labour of society, and the portion of its r(*>ourccs employed in 
carrying on and in lemuncrating such labour, as a highly productive part 
of its expenditure. 

§ 9. In the foregoing survey of the modes of employing labour in 
furtherance of production, I have made little use of the popular distinction 
of indufitr}' into agricultural, manufacturing, and commeicial. For, in 
truth, this division fulfils vciy badly the purposes of a classification. 
Many great branches of productive industry find no place in it, or not 
without much straining ; fer example (not to speak of hunters or fishers) 
the miner, the road-maker, and the sailor. The limit, too, between agri- 
cultural and manufacturing industty cannot be precisely drawn. The 
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miller, for instance, and th% baker— are they to be reckoned among agri- 
culturists or among nwnufacturers ? Their occupation is in its nature 
manufacturing ; the food has finally parted company with the soil before 
it is handed over to them : this, however, might be said with equal truth 
of the thresher, the winnower, the makers of butter and cheese ; operations 
always counted as agricultural, probably because it is the custom for them 
to be performed by persons resident on the farm, and under the same 
superintendence as tillage. For many purposes, all these persons, the 
miller and baker inclusive, must b* placed in the same class with plough- 
men and reapers. They are all concerned in producing food, and depend 
for their remuneration on the food produced ; where the one class 
abounds and flourishes, the others do so loo ; they form collectively the 
‘ agricultural interest they render bu^ one service to the community by 
their united labours, and are paid from one common source. Even the 
tillers of the soil, again, when the produce is not food, but the materials 
of what are commonly termed manufactures, belong in many respects to 
the same division in the economy of society as manufacturers. The 
cotton planter of Carolina, and the wool grower of Austialia, have more 
interests in common with the spinner and weaver than with the corn- 
grower. 15ut, on the other hand, the industry which operates imme- 
diately upon the soil has, as w^e shall see hereafter, some properties on 
which many important consequences depend, and which distinguish it 
from all the subsequent stages of production, whether carried on by the 
same person or not ; from the industry of the thresher and wmnow^er, as 
much as from that of the cotton spinner When 1 speak, therefore, of 
agricultural labour, 1 shall generally mean this, and this exclusively, 
unless the contrary is eithei stated or implied in the context The term 
manufacturing is too \ague to be of much use when precision is required, 
and when I employ it, I wish to be undei stood as intending to speak 
popularly rather than scientifically. 


CHAPTER III. 

. OF UNFRODUCTIVE LABOUR. 

§ I. Labour is indispensable to production, but has not always 
production for its effect. "J’hcre is much labour, and of a high order 
of usefulness, of which production is not the object. Labour has accord- 
ingly been distinguished into Productive and Unproductive. There has 
been not a little controversy among political economists on the question, 
what kinds of labour should be leputcd to be unproductive ; and they 
have not always pyceived that there w^as in reality no matter of fact in 
dispute between them. 

Many writers ha\cbeen unwilling to class any labour as productive, 
unless Its result f> palpable in some material object, capable of being 
transferred fiom one peison to another. There are others (among whom 
are Mr. M’Culloch and M. Say) w^ho, looking upon the w^ord unproductive 
as a term of disparagement, remonstrate against imposing it upon any 
labour which is regarded as useful — which produces a benefit or a 
pleasure worth the cost. The labour of officers of government, of the 
army and navy, of physicians, lawyers, teSchers, musicians, dancers, 
actors, domestic servants etc. whenrfhey really accomplish what they arf 
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paid for, and are not moie numerous than is wquifed for its performance, 
ought not, say these writers, to be ‘stigmatized’ as unproductive, an 
expression which they appear to regard as synonymous with wasteful or 
worthless. But this seems to me a misunderstanding of the matter 
in dispute. Production being the sole end of human existence, the term 
unproductive does not necessarily imply any stigma ; nor was ever 
intended to do so in the present case. The question is one of mere 
language and classification. Differences of language, however, are by no 
means unimportant, even when not greunded on differences of opinion ; 
for though either of two expressions may be consistent with the whole 
truth, they generally tend to fix attention upon different parts of it. We 
must therefore enter a little into the consideiation of the various meanings 
which may attach to the words productive and unproductive when applied 
to labour. 

In the first place, even in what is called the pioduction of material 
objects, it must be remembered that what is produced is not the matter 
composing them. All the labour of all the human beings in the world 
could not produce one particle of matter. To weave broadcloth is but to 
re-arrange, in a peculiar manner, the particles of wool ; to grow corn is 
only to put a portion of matter called a seed, into a situation where it can 
draw together particles of mi^tter from the earth and air, to form the new 
combination called a plant. Though we cannot create matter, we can 
cause It to assume properties, by which from having been useless to us it 
becomes useful. What we produce, or desire to produce, is always, as M. 
Say rightly terms it, a utility. Labour is not creative of objects, but of 
utilities. Neither, again, do we consume and destroy the objects 
themselves ; the matter of which they were composed remains, more or 
less altered in form : what has really been consumed is only the qualities 
by which they were fitted for the pui-pose they have been applied to. It 
is, therefore, pertinently asked by M. Say and otheis—since, when we are 
said to produce objects, we only produce utility, why should not all 
labour which produces utility be accounted productive ^ Why refuse that 
title to the surgeon who sets a hmb, the judg^c or legislator who confers 
security, and give it to the lapidary who cuts and polishes a diamond ? 
Why deny it to the teacher from vhom 1 learn an art by which I can gain 
my bread, and accoid it to the confectioner who makes bonbons for the 
momentary pleasure of a sense of taste ? 

It is quite true that all these kinds of labour arc productive of utility ; 
and the question which now occupies us could not have been a question at 
all, if the production of utility were enough to satisfy the notion which 
mankind have usually formed of productive labour. Pioduction, and 
productive, are of couise elliptical expressions, involving the idea of a 
something produced, but this something, m commewi apprehension, I 
conceive to be, not utility, but Wealth. I’roductive labour means labour 
productive of wealth. We are recalled, therefore, to the question 
touched upon in our first chapter, what Wealth is, and whether only 
material products, or all useful products, arc to be included in it. 

§ 2. Now the utilities produced by labour are of three kinds. They 
are, 

First, utilities fixed and embodied in outward objects; by labour 
employed in investing external material things with properties which 
render them serviceable to human beings. This is the common case, and 
squires no illustration. 
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Secondly, utilities ixed and embodied in human beings ; the labour 
being in this case employed in conferring on human beings qualities 
which render them sciviccable to themselves and others. To this class 
belongs the labour of all concerned in education ; not only schoolmasters, 
tutors and pi ofessors, but governments, so far as they aim successfully at 
the improvement of the people ; moralists, and clergymen, as far as 
productive of benefit ; the labour of physicians, as far as instrumental in 
preserving life and physical or •mental efficiency ; of the teachers of 
bodily exercises, and of the various trades, sciences, and arts, together 
with the labour of the learners in acquiring them ; and all labour 
bestowed by any persons, thioughout life, in improving the knowledge 
or cultivating the bodily or mental faculties of themselves or others. 

Thirdly and lastly, utilities not fixed or embodied in any object, 
but consisting in a mere service rendered ; a pleasuie given, an in- 
convenience or a pain aveitcd, during a longer or shoiter time, but with- 
out leaving a permanent acquisition in the improved qualities of any 
pel son or thing ; the labour being employed in producing a utility 
directly, not (as in the two former cases) in fitting some other thing to afford 
a utility. Such, for example, is the labour of the musical perfoimer, the 
actor, the public declaimer or reciter, ami the showman Some good 
may no doubt be produced,. beyond the moment, upon the feeling and 
disposition, or general state of enjoyment of the spectators ; or instead of 
good there may be harm ; but neither the one nor the other is the effect 
intended, is the result for which the exhibitor works and the spectator 
pays ; nothing but the immediate pleasure. Such, again, is the labour of 
the army and navy : they, at the best, prevent a country from being 
conquered, 01 from being injured and insulted, which is a service, but in 
all other respects leave the country neither improved nor detenoraled. 
Such, too, is the labour of the legislator, the judge, the officer of justice, and 
all other agents of government, in their ordinary functions, apart from any 
influence they may exert on the improvement of the national mind. The 
service which they render, is to maintain peace and security ; these 
compose the utility which they produce. It may appear to some, that 
carriers, and merchants or dealers, should be placed in this same class, 
since their labour does not add any properties to objects : but I reply that 
it does : it adds the property of being in the place where they are 
wanted, instead of being in some other place : which is a very useful pro- 
perty, and the utility it confers is embodied in the things themselves, 
which now actually are in the place wheie they are required for use, and 
in consequence of that increased utility could be sold at an increased 
price, pioportioned to the labour expended in conferring it. This 
labour, therefore, 4oes not belong to the third class, but to the first, 

§ 3. We have now to consider w'hich of these three classes of labour 
should be accounted productive of wealth, since that is what the 
term productive* when used by itself, must be understood to import. 
Utilities of the third class, consisting in pleasures which only exist 
while being enjoyed, and services which only exist while being 
performed, cannot be spoken of as w^eallh, except by an acknowledged 
m^tapnor. It is essential to the idea of w'ealth to be susceptible of 
accumulation : things which cannot, after being produced, be kept for 
some time before being used, are never, 1 think, regarded as wealth, 
since however much of them may^ie pioduced and enjoyed, the person 
benefited by them is no richer, is nowise improved in circumstances. 
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But there is not so distinct and positive a violatioiyof usage in consider- 
ing as wealth any product which is both useftl and susceptible of 
accumulation. The skill, and the energy and perseverance, of the 
artisans of a country, are reckoned part of its wealth, no less than their 
tools and machinery. According to this definition, we should regard all 
labour as productive which is employed m creating yicrmanent utilities, 
whether embodied in human beings, or in any other animate or inanimate 
objects. And this nomenclature I havef»in a former publication,^ recom- 
mended, as the most confoimable to the ends of classification, though not 
strictly conformable to the customs of language 

But in applying the term wealth to the industrial capacities of human 
beings, there seems always, in popular apprehension, to be a tacit refer- 
ence to material pioducts The skill of an aitisan is accounted wealth, 
only as being the means of acquiring wealth in a material sense ; and any 
qualities not tending visibly to that object are scarcely so regarded at all. 
A country would hardly be said to be richer, except by a metaphor, how- 
ever precious a possession it might ha\e m the genius, the virtues, or the 
accomplishments of Us inhabitants ; unless indeed these w^erc looked upon 
as marketable articles, by which it could attract the material wealth of 
other countries, as the Greeks of old, and several modem nations have 
done. While, therefore, I should prefer, were I constructing a new tech- 
nical language, to make the distinction turn upon the permanence rather 
than upon the maieiuilily of the piodiict, yet when employing terms which 
common usage has taken complete possession of, it seems advisable so to 
employ them as to do the least possible violence to that usage ; since any 
improvement in terminology obtained by straining the received meaning 
of a popular phrase, is generally purchased beyond its value, by the 
obscurity arising fiom the conflict between new and old associations. 

I shall therefore, in this treatise, when speaking of wealth, understand 
by it only what is called matcnal w’ealth, and by productive labour only 
those kinds of exertion which produce utilities embodied in material 
objects. But in limiting myself to this sense of the woid, I mean to avail 
myself of the full extent of that restricted acceptation, and 1 shall not 
refuse the appellation productive, to labour which yields no matcnal pro- 
duct as its direct lesult, provided that an increase of matcnal products is 
its ultimate consequence. Thus, lalmur expended in the acquisition of 
manufacturing skill, I class as pioductive, not in virtue of the skill itself, 
but of the manufactured products cieated by the skill, and to the creation 
of which the labour of Icarning^ the trade is essentially conducive. The 
labour of officers of government in affording the piotcction which, afforded 
in some manner or other, is indispensable to the prosperity of industry, 
must be classed as productive even of material w^eallh,r})ecause without it 
m.aterial wealth, in anything like its picsent abundance, could not exist. 
Such labour may be said to be productive indirectly or mediately, in 
opposition to the labours of the ploughman and the cottOn-spinner, which 
are productive immediately. They are all alike m this, that they leave 
the community riclier in material pioducts than they found it ; they 
increase, or tend to increase, material w^ealth. 

§ 4. By Unproductive Labour, on the contrary, will be understood 
labour which does not terpiinate in the creation of material wealth; 
which, however largely or successfully practised, does not render the 
, * Essays on some Unsettled Questions if Political Economy, Essay HI. On 
the words Productive and Unproductive. 
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community, and the iworfd at large, richer in material products, but 
poorer by all that is consumed by the labourers while so employed. 

All labour is, in the language of political economy, unproductive, which 
ends m immediate enjoyment, without any increase of the accumulated 
stock of permanent means of enjoyment. And all labour, according to 
our present definition, must be classed as unproductive, which terminates 
in a permanent benefit, however important, provided that an increase of 
material products forms no part of that benefit. The labour of saving a 
fiicnd’s life is not productive, unless the friend is a productive labourer, 
and produces more than he consumes. To a religious person the saving 
of a soul must appear a far more important service than the saving of a 
life ; but he will not thciefoie call a missionary or a clergyman productive 
labourers, unless they teach, as the South Sea Missionaries have in some 
cases done, the arts of civilization in addition to the doctrines of religion. 
It is, on the contrary, evident that the greater number of missionaries or 
clergymen a nation maintains, the less it has to expend on other things ; 
while the more it expends judiciously in keeping agriculturists and manu- 
facturers at work, the more it will have for every other purpose By the 
former it diminishes, cccUrts paribus^ its stock of material pioducts ; by 
the latter, it increases them. ^ 

Unproductive may be as useful as productive labour; it may be more 
useful, even in point of permanent advantage ; or its use may consist only 
in pleasurable sensation, which when gone leaves no tiace ; or it may not 
afford even this, but may be Jibsolute w'aste. In any case society or man- 
kind grow no richer by it, but pooler All mateiial pioducts consumed 
by anyone while he produces nothing, aie so much subli acted, for 
the time, fiom the material products which society would otherwise have 
possessed. But though society grows no richer by unpioductive labour, 
the individual may. An unproductive labourer may receive for his labour, 
from those who derive pleasure or benefit from it, a remuneration which 
may be to him a considerable source of wealth ; but his gam is balanced 
by their loss : they may have received a full equivalent for their expendi- 
ture, but they are so much poorer by it. When a tailor makes a coat and 
sells it, there is a tiansfer of the price from the customer to the tailoi, and 
a coat besides which did not previously exist ; but what is gamed by an 
actor is a mere transfer from the spectator's funds to his, leaving no 
article of vvcalth for the spectator’s indemnification. Thus the community 
collectively gams nothing by the actor’s labour ; and it loses, of his 
leceipts, all that portion which he consumes, retaining only that which he 
lays by. A community, however, may add to its wealth by unproductive 
labour, at the expense of other communities, as an individual may at the 
expense of other individuals. The gams of Italian opera singeis, (ierman 
governesses, French ballet dancers, etc , aie a souice of wealth, as far as 
they go, to their respective countries, if they return thither. 1 he petty 
states of Greece,pes})ecially the ruder and moie backward of those states, 
were nurseries of soldiers, who lined themselves to the piiiucs and 
satraps of the East to cany on useless and destiuctne wars, and icturned 
with their savings to pass their declining years in then own country : 
these were unproductive labouicis, and the pay they icccivcd, together 
with the plunder they took, was an outlay without return to the countries 
which furnished it ; but, though no gain the world, it was a gain to 
Greece. At a later period the same country and its colonies supplied the 
Roman empire with another class 01 adventurers, who, under the name ef 
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phil)Sophers or of rhetoricians, taught, to the youth of the higher classes, 
what were esteemed the most valuable accomplnshments : these were 
mainly unproductive labourers, but their ample recompense was a source 
of w'ealth to their own country. In none of these cases was there any 
accession of wealth to the world. The services of the labourers, if useful, 
w»ere obtained at a saciifice to the world of a portion of material wealth ; 
if useless, all that these labourers consumed was waste. 

To be wasted, however, is a liabiluy not confined to unproductive 
labour. Productive labour may equally be waste, if moic of it is expended 
than really conduces to production. If defect of skill in Liboiirers, or of 
judgment in those who dncct them, causes a misapplication of pioductive 
industry ; if a faimer perseveres in ploughing with three horses and two 
men, w^hen experience has shown that tw’o horses and one man are suffi- 
cient, the sill plus labour, although employed foi puriioses of production, 
is wasted If a new process is adopted which pioxcs no better, or not so 
good as those before in use, the labour expended in perfecting the inven- 
tion and in carrying it into piactice, though empkned foi a productive 
puipose, is wasted. Productive labour may icndei a nation poorer, if the 
w'ealth It produces, that is, the increase it makes in the stock of useful or 
agrec.ible things, be of a kin^l not nnmcdi.itely wanted : as when a com- 
modity is unsaleable, because produced in a quantity beyond the present 
demand ; or when speculators build docks and waiehouses before there is 
any tiade. The bankuipt states of Noith Amenca, wiili their prematuic 
railways and canals, have made this kind of mistake , and it remains to 
be shown whether Fngland, in the dispropoitionate development of rail- 
way enterprise, has not followed the example. Labour sunk in expectation 
of a distant return, when the great exigencies 01 limited resources of the 
community require that the return be rapid, may leave the country not 
only pooler in the meanwhile, by all which those labouicrs consume, but 
less nch even ultimately than if immediate returns had been sought in the 
first instance, and enteipnscs for distant piofit postponed. 

§ 5. The distinction of Productive and Unpiodiictuc is applicable to 
Consumption as well as to Labour. All the inemlicis of the community 
are not labouiers, but all are consumers, and consume eithei unpioduc- 
tively or productively. Whoever contributes nothing diicctly or indirectly 
to production, is an unproductive consumer. The only productive con- 
sumers arc productive labourers ; the labour of diicction being of course 
included, as well as that of execution Hut the consumption even of pro- 
ductive labouicrs is not all of it I^roduclivc Consumption. There is 
unproductive consumption by productive consumers. What they consume 
in keeping up or improving then health, strength, and capacities of work, 
or in raising other productive labourers to succeed them, is I’roductive 
Consumption. lUit consumption on pleasures or luxuncs, whether by the 
idle or by the industrious, since production is neither its object nor is in 
any way advanced by it, must be reckoned Unproductive with a reserva- 
tion perhaps of a certain quantum of enjoyment which may be classed 
among necessaries, since anything short of it would not be consistent 
with the greatest efficiency of labour That alone is pioductive consump- 
tion, which goes to maintain and increase the pioductive powers of the 
community ; cither those residing in its soil, 111 its materials, in the 
number and clficicncy of its'lnslrumenls of producticm, or in its people. 

1 here arc numerous products whicji may be said not to admit of being 
consumed otherwise than unproduciively. The annual consumption of 
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g^ejd lace, pineapples, or Champagne, must be reckoned unproductbe, 
Slice these things givemo assistance to production, nor any support to life 
orstrength, but what would equally be given by things much less costly. 
Hence it might be supposed that the labour employed in producing them 
ou^ht not to be regarded as productive, in the sense in which the term is 
understood by political economists. I giant that no labour really tends 
to ‘he enrichment of society, which is employed in producing things for 
the use of unproductive consumers. The tailor who makes a coat for a 
mar who pioduces nothing, is a {ftoductive labourer, but in a few weeks 
or nionths the coat is worn out, while the wearer has not produced any- 
thin;j to leplace il, and the community is then no richer by the labour of 
the ailoi, than if the same sum had been paid for a stall at the opera. 
Neveithcless, society li.is been richer by the labour while the coat lasted, 
that is, until society, thiough one of its unpioductive members, chose to 
consume the produce of the l.iboui unproductivcly The case of the gold 
lace or the pmeajiple is no fuither different, than that they aie still further 
removed than the coat from the character of necessaries. These things 
also are wealth until they have been consumed. 

§ C. We see, however, by this, that theie is a distinction, more important 
to the wealth of a community than even that between producti\c and un- 
productive labour ; the distinction, namely, Between labour for the supply 
of productive, and for the supply of unproductive consumption ; between 
labour employed in keeping up oi in adding to the produrtiv’e resouices 
of the country, and that which is employed otherwise. Of the pioduce of 
the countiy, a part only is destined to be consumed productively; the 
renmmder supplies the unproductive consumption of producers, and the 
entire consumption of the unpiodiu tiv^e classes. Suppose that the pio- 
portion of the annual produce applied to the liis)t purpose amounts to 
half, then one-half the pioductiv'c laboiiicis of the country arc all that 
are employed in the opeiations on which the peimanent wealth of the 
country depends. The other half arc occupied fiom year to }ear and 
from generation to generation in pioducing things which are consumed 
and disappear without ictuin ; and whatever this lialf consume is as com- 
pletely lost, as to any permanent ciTect on the national lesourccs, as if it 
were consumed uiipioductively. Suppose that this second half of the 
labouring population ceased to work, and that the gov^einment or their 
parishes maintained them in idleness for a whole >car: the fiist half 
would suffice to produce, as they had done befoic, their own necessaries 
and the necessaries of the second half, and to keep the stock of materials 
and implements iindiminishcd • the unproductive classes, indeed, would 
be either starved or obliged to produce then own subsistence, and the 
whole community would be icduced dining a year to bare necessaries ; 
but the souiccs of*pi oduction would be unimpaiied, and the next year 
iheie would not necessarily be a smallci produce than if no such interval 
of inactivity hatl, occurred ; while if the case had been levcisccl, if the 
fiist half of the lalmuiers had suspended then accustomed occupations, 
and the second half had continued theirs, the country at the end of the 
twelvemonth would have been entirely impoverished. 

It w’ould be a gicat error to legiet the large piopoition of the annual 
produce, which m an opulent country goes to supply unpioductive con- 
sumption. It would be to lament that the®cominunity has so much to 
spare from its necessities, for its pleasures and for all higher uses. This 
portion of the produce is the fund®from which all the wants of the com- 
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miinity, other than that of mere living, are pi Dvidfed for ; the measure rf 
us means of enjoyment, and of its power of acco^iplishing all purposes 
not productive. That so gieat a surplus should^ be available for siuh 
purposes, and that it should be applied to them, is a subject only of con- 
gratulation. The things to be legrctted, and to be remedied, are ihe 
prodigious inequality with which this surplus is distributed, and the laige 
share which falls to "the lot of persons who render no equivalent service in 
return ; topics of the greatest importance, but for the discussion of whch, 
the proper place is in another division ♦^f our inquiry. 


CHAPTER IV. 

OF C\PIT\L. 

§ I. 1 1 has been seen in the pieccdmg chaptcis that, besides the primary 
and universal icquisites of piodiiction, labour and naluial agents, theic is 
another lequisite without which no pioductive opeiations, beyond the 
rude and scanty beginnings of primitive industry, aie possible • namely, 
a stock, previously accumulated, of the products of foimer labour. This 
accumulated stock of the pioducc of labour is termed Capital. The 
function of Capital in production, it is of the utmost importance thoiojghly 
to understand, since a number of the erroneous notions with which our 
subject IS infested oiiginatc in an imperfect and confused apprehension 
of this point 

Capital, by peisons wholly unused to reflect on the subject, is supposed 
to be synonymous with money 'lo expose this misappiehension, wculd 
be to repeat wh.it has been s.ud in the introductory chapter. Money is 
no moie synonvmoiis with capital th.in it is with wealth Money (annot 
in Itself perform any pait of the office of cajnl.il, since it can affoid no 
assistance to pioduclion To do this, it must he exchanged for other 
things ; and anything, which is susceptible of being exchanged foi other 
things, IS c.ip.ible of contributing to production m the same degree. 
What cajntal docs for production, is to afford the shelter, protection, tools 
and materials which the woik requires, and to feed and oihcM wise maintain 
the laboui CIS during the process. These are the services whic h picsent 
labour requires from past, and from the produce of jiast, labour. What- 
ever things aie destined for this use -destined lo supply productive labour 
with these various prerequisites— are Capital 

To familiarize ourselves with the conception, let us consider wdiat is 
done with the capital invested in any of the bianchcs of business which 
compose the pioductive industry of a country. A manufacturer, for 
example, has one part of his capital in the form of b^^'ldings, fitted and 
destined for carrying on Ins branc h of m;inufac(uie. Another part he has 
in the form of in.achinery A third consists, if he be a spinner, of raw 
cotton, flax, or wool , if a weaver, of flaxen, woollen, silk, or cotton, 
Ihiead ; ancl the like, accoiding to llie riatuie of the in.inufacturc Food 
and clothing for bis operatives, it is not the custom of the jirescnt age 
that he should directly provide ; ancl few capit.ilists, excc|)l the producers 
of food or clothing, have any portion, worth mentioning, of their capital, 
in that shape. Instead of this, each capitalist has money, which lie pays 
to his workpeople, and so enables them to supply themselves , he has also 
finished goods in his warehousesj byrthe sate of which obtains moro 
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money, to employ in the s#me manner, as well as to replenish his stock 
of materials, and to rc^ilace his buildings and machineiy when worn out. 
Ills money and finished goods, however, aie not wholly capital, for he 
docs not wholly devote them to these purposes . he employs a part of the 
one, and of the proceeds of the other, in supplying his personal con- 
sumption and that of his family, or in hiring grooms and valets, or main- 
taining hunters and hounds, or in educating his childien, or in paying 
taxes, or in chanty. What then is h»s capital ? Precisely that part of 
his Dossessions, whate\cr it be, vdwch he designs to employ in carrying 
on fresh production It is of no consequence that a part, or even the 
whole of It, IS in a form in which it cannot directly supply the wants of 
labourers. 

Suppose, for instance, that our capitcalist is a haidwaie manufactuier, 
and that his stock in trade, o\cr and above his machineiy, consists at 
piesent wholly m iron £;o()ds lion goods cannot feed labourers. Never- 
theless by a mere change of the destination of these non goods, he can 
cause labourcis to be fed. Siipiiose that with a portion of the proceeds 
he intended to maintain a pack of hounds, or an establishment of servants ; 
and that he changes his intention, and employs it in his business, paying 
It in wages to additional workpeople These workpeople are enabled to 
buy and consume the food winch would otherwise ha\e been consumed 
by the hounds or by the $cr\ants ; and thus without the employer’s 
having seen or touched one particle of the food, his conduct has deter- 
mineci that so much moie of the food existing in the country has been 
devoted to the use of jnoductixe labourers, and so much less consumed 
in a manner w holly unproductn e Now^ \ ary the h> pothcsi^, and suppose, 
that what is thus paid in wages w’ould othciwisc haxe been laid out not 
in feeding servants or hounds but in buxing plate and jewels, and in 
order to rcndoi theeffee t perc cptilile, let us supjiose that the change takes 
place on a considerable scale, and that a Lirgc sum is dnerted from 
buying plate and jewels to cmpUniiig pioductne labourers, whom we 
shall suppose to h.ue been picxiously like the Irish peasantry, only half 
employee! and luilf fed. '1 hc! labouicis, on lecening their increased 
wages, will not lay them out in pl.ite and jewels, but m food. There is 
not, howexer, additional food in the countiy, nor any unproductive 
laboureis or animals, as in the former case, whose food is set free for 
produclixe purposes. Food will thcicforc be impoitcd if possible , if not 
possible, the laboiiiers will lemain foi a season on then shoit allowance : 
but the consequence of this change in the demand for commodities, 
occasioned by the change in the expcndituic of capitalists from unpro- 
ductive to productive, is that next yeai menc food will be piodiiccd, and 
less plate and jcxxc'llcry So that .igain, without haxing had anxthing^ to 
do w’lth the food (d the labouiers diicctlx, the c'onxcrsion by individuals 
of a portion of their jiropcity, no m.ittei of xxhat soit, from an unpro- 
ductive destination to a pioductix^c, has had the effect of causing more 
food to be ajipiopiiated to the consumption of piodiiclixe laboineis. The 
distinction, then, between C.ipital aiul NiU-capital, does not lie in the 
kind of coinmodiUes, but m the mind of the capit.ihst— in his will to 
enijjloy them for one piii|)ose rather than another; and all property, 
how^ever ill adapted in itself for the use of labouicis, is a part of capital, 
so soon as it, or the value to be received froii^it, is set apart for productive 
employment. The sum of all the values so destined by their respective 
possessors, composes the capit.d of the country, Whether all those values 
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are in a shape directly applicable to productive uses, makes no difference* 
Once appropriated to that end, they do not fail lo find a way of trans- 
forming themselves into things fitted to be applied to it. 

§ 2. As whatever of the produce of the country is devoted to pioduction 
IS capital, so, conversely, the whole of the capital of the country is dev^oted 
to production. This second pioposition, however, must be taken with 
some limitations and e\planatif)ns. A fund may be seeking for productive 
employment, and find none, adapted to the inclinations of its possessor : 
it then is capital still, but unemployed Viapital. Or the stock may consist 
of unsold goods, not susceptible of diiect application to pioductive uses, 
and not, at the moment, marketable these, until sold, rue m the condition 
of uncmplojed capital Again, artificial 01 accidental ciicuinsttinces may 
render it necessary to possess a laigcr slock in advance, that is, a larger 
capital, before entering on pioduction, than is iec|iiiiccl by the nature of 
things. Suppose that the government lavs a tax on the piodiiction in one 
of its earlier stages, as, for instant e, by taxing the miitc*iial. The manu- 
facturer has to advance the tax, befoic commencing the manufacture, and 
is therefore under a necessity of having a laigei accumulated stock than 
is required for, or is actually employed in, the j)iocluction which he caiiics 
on. He must hav c a larger capital, to maintain the same cjiianlity of 
productive labour ; or (what^s equivalent) with a given capital he main- 
tains less labour. This mode of lev v mg taxes, theiefoie, limits un- 
necessarily the indnstiy of the coiintiy a poition of the fund destined by 
its ow'ners for production being div cited fiom it^ purpose, and kept in a 
constant state of advance lo the g-ov eminent 

For another example ; a faimei may enlci on his farm at such a time 
of the yeai, that he may be icquiicd to pay one, two, or even three 
quarters’ rent bcfoie obtaining any ic'iuin fioin the pioducc. This, there- 
fore, he is compelled to pay out of his capitrd Now lent, wlicn paid for 
the land itself, and not for impiovcments made in it by labour, is not a 
productive expenditure It is not an outlav for the siippoit of labour, or 
for the provision of implements 01 materials the pioduce of laboiii It is 
the price paid for the use of an appropiiatcd nauiial agent. 'I hat natural 
agent is indeed as indispensable (and even more so) .is nny implement : 
but the havung to pay a pi ice for it, is not. In the case of the implement 
(a thing produced by labour) a price of some soil is the necessary con- 
dition of Its existence but the land exists by natuie. The payment for 
it, therefore, is not one of the expenses of production ; and the necessity 
of making that p.ivment out of cajnt.al, malaj'D it rcijiiisite that there 
should be a grc.iter capit.al, a gicatei .'inleccdcnt ai cumulation of the 
produce of past labour, than is naturally necessary, or than is needed 
where land is occupied on a different system. This extra capital, though 
intended by its owners for production, is in leality ei'ff ployed unproduc- 
tively, and annually re]jlaccd, not fiom any produce of its own, but from 
the produce of the labour siij>porlcd by the icmamdcr, of the farmci’s 
capital. 

Finally, that large portion of the pioductive cajntal of a country which 
is employed in paying the wages and salaries of labouieis, evidently is 
not, all of it, strictly and indispcnsaldy necessary foi pioduction. As 
much of It as exceeds the actual ne(es‘'aiics of life and health (an excess 
which in the case of skille^^ labouiers is usually considciablc) is not 
expended in supporting labour, but m remunerating it, and the labourers 
C(4uld wait for this part of then rcifiuneialion until the production is 
completed; it needs not ncccssaiily pre-exist as caintal : and if they 
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unfoitunately had to fo^rego it altogether, the same amount of production 
might take place. In order that the whole remuneration of the labourers 
should be advanced to them in daily or weekly payments, there must 
exist m advance, and be appiopriatcd to productive use, a greater stock, 
or capital, than would suffice to carry on the existing extent of produc- 
tion : greater, by whatescr amount of remuneration the labourers receive, 
beyond what the self-inteiest of a piudent sla\c master would assign to 
his slaves. In tiuth, it is only ^tcr an abundant capital had already 
been accumulated, that the piactice of p'i>ing in advance any remunera- 
tion of labour beyond a baie subsistence, could possibly have arisen: 
since whatever is so paid, is not leally apphed to pioduction, but to the 
unproductive consumption of productive labourers, indicating a fund for 
production sufficiently ample to adinir of habitually diverting a part of it 
to a mere convenience 

It will be obsened that I ha\c assumed, that the labourers are always 
subsisted fioin capit.il and this is obviously the f.ict, although the 
capital needs not necessarily be fiiinished by a pci son called a capitalist. 
When the laboiiicr maintains himself by funds of his owm, as when a 
peasant-fill mer or piopiictor lives on the pioducc of his land, or an 
artisan w'orkson h\> own aaount, they aie ^till siip])oitcd by capital, that 
is, by funds pio\ idcd in acUance The peasant docs not subsist this year 
on the produce of this >cai’b hanest, but on that of the last. The artisan 
is not living on the proceeds of the work he has in hand, but on those of 
work picviously executed .ind disposed of E.ich is siippoited by a small 
capital of his own, w huh he peiiodically leplaces from the produce of 
his labour. The hirge capitalist is, in like manner, maintained from 
funds provided in advance. If he personally conducts his operations, as 
much of his e\i)cncbtLue on himself and family as does not exceed a fair 
remuneiation of his laboiii at the maiket piue, must be considered as a 
part of his ca]^Ual, expended, like any other capital, for production : and 
his personal consumption, so f,ir as it consists of necessaries, is produc- 
tive Lonsnmplion. 

§ 3. At the iisk of lacing tedious, I must add a few moie illustrations, 
to bring out into a still stiongci and clearer light the idea of Capital. 
As Say truly rcinaiks, it is on the very elements of our subject that 
illustiation is most usefully bestowed, since the greatest errors which 
pievxail in it maybe ti.iccd to the want of a thoiough mastery over the 
elemcnlnry ideas. Nor is this sui piling a bianch may be diseased 
and all the icst healthy, but unsoimdncss at the loot diffuses unhcalthi- 
ncss thiough the vvliole tiee 

Let us ihciefoic considci whethci, and in vvh.it cases, the properly of 
those who live o^lhe iiUciest of wh.it they possess, w ithout being per- 
sonally engaged in puiduction, tan he regaidcd as capital It is so 
called m common langu.igc, .iiul, with lolcMemc to the individual, not 
impropcily. AH funds fiom which the possessor derives an income, 
which income he i.in u^e without sinking and dibsipating the fund itself, 
are to him equivalent to c.ipiial But to transfer hastily and inconsider- 
ately to llie general point of view', propositions which aie true of the 
individual, has been a souicc of innumci,iblc ciiois in political economy. 
Ill the^ present instance, that which is virtually capital to the individual, 
is or is not capital to the nation, accord iilg as the fund which by the 
supposition he has not dissipate<i has or has not been dissipated by 
somebody else. • 
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For example, let property of the value of ten thCusand pounds belong* 
ing to A, be lent to B, a farmer or manufacturer, and employed profitably 
in B’s occupation. It is as much capital as if it belonged to B. A is 
really a farmer or manufacturer, not personally, but m respect of his 
property. Capital worth ten thousand pounds is employed in produc- 
tion — in mamt.iining labourers and providing tools and materials ; which 
capital belongs to A, while B takes the trouble of employing it, and 
receites for his remuneration the diffQ’ciue between the profit which it 
yields and the inteiest he pays to A This case is the simplest of all. 

Suppose next that A’s ten thousand pounds, instead of being lent to B, 
are lent on mortgage to C, a landed pioprietor, and by him employed m 
improving the productive powers of his estate, by fencing, drainings, road- 
making, or permanent manures. This is productive employment The 
ten thousand pounds are sunk, but not dissipated. They yield a per- 
manent return, the land now affoids *an mciease of produce, sufficient, 
in a few years, if the outlay-has been judicious, to replace the amount, 
and in time to multiply it manifold Here, then, is a value of ten thou- 
sand pounds, employed in increasing the produce of the country. This 
constitutes a capital, for which C, if he lets his land, receives the retuins 
in the nominal form of incrq-ised rent , and the mortgage entitles A to 
receive from these iclurns, in the shape of interest, sucli annual sum as 
has been agreed upon between them. We will nowvaiy the circum- 
stances, and suppose that C does not employ the loan m ini[)roving his 
land, but in paving off a formei and moic onerous mortgage, or in making 
a provision for childien Whether the ten thous.ind pounds thus 
employed arc cajiital or not, will depend on what is done with the 
amount by the ultimate receiver If the childien invest their fortunes in 
a productive emplo>mcnt, or the mortgagee on being paid off lends the 
amount to another landholder to impiove his land or to a manufacturer 
to extend his business, it is still cajiiial, because productively employed. 

Suppose, hovveNcr, that C, the boi rowing landloid, is a spendthrift, 
who burthens his land not to mcic.ise his foitiine but to sejuander it, 
expending’ the amount in ccjiiijiages and entcitainmcnts In a year or 
two It is dis'iipated, and without iclurn A is as iidi .is befoie , he has 
no longer his ten thous.and pounds, but he has a lien on llic l.iinl, which he 
could still sell for that amount C, howcv cr, is ten thousand pounds ])Ooier 
than formei ly ; and nobody is iic hci. It may l)e said that those are iicher 
who have made piofit out of the inonc) while it was being s|)ent No 
doubt if C lost It by g.iming, or was dicateil of it by his servants, that is 
a mere transfer, not a destruction, and those w'ho have gamed the amount 
may employ it productively. But if C has reieivecl the f.iii value for his 
expenditure in articles of sub'>istcnce or luxury, which Jie h.'is consumed 
on himself, or by means of his servants or guests, these articles have 
ceased to exist, and nothing has been pioduced to replace them . w'hile 
if the same sum h.id been employed in farming or mfinufactuiing, the 
consumption which would have taken place would have been more than 
balanced at the end of the year by new piocliicts, cieatcd by the hands 
of those who would m that case have been the (onsiiiiieis. By C’s 
prodigality, that which would have been (onsumed with a retinn, is 
consumed without return. C\ tradesmen may have made a profit during 
the process; but if the ca|’)ital had been expended productively, an 
equivalent profit would have been, made by builders, fencers, tool- 
milkers, and the tradespeople who supply the consumption of the labour- 
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ing classes ; while at ^e Acpiralion of the time (to say nothing of any 
increase), C would have had the ten thousand pounds or its value 
replaced to him, which now he has not. There is, therefore, on the 
general lesult, a difference to the disadvantage of the community of at 
least ten thousand pounds, being the amount of Cs unproductive expen- 
dituie. To A, the difference is not mateiial, since his income is secuied 
to him, and while the seciiiity is good, and the market late of interest the 
same, he can always sell the mortgage at its original value. To A, 
iheiefore, the hen of ten thousand pounds on C’s estate is virtually a 
capital of that amount ; but is it so in reference to the community.^ It is 
not. A had a capital of ten thousand pounds, but this had been extin- 
guished —dissipated and destroyed by C's prodigality. A now receives 
his income, not from the jiioduce of his capital, but from some other 
source of income belonging to C, probably fioni the rent of his land, that 

is, from pa\ments made to him by farmers out of the produce of /heir 
capital. 'J he national capital is diminished by ten thousand pounds, and 
the national income by all which those ten thousand pounds, employed 
as capital, would have produced. '1 he loss docs not fall on the owner of 
the destroyed capital, since the desti oyer has agreed to indemnify him for 

it. But his loss is only a small poition of that sustained by the com- 
munity, since what was devoted to the ii?e and consumption of the 
propiietor, was only the inteicst , the capital itself w’as, or would have 
been, employed in the pcipctual maintenance of an equnalent number of 
laboureis, regularly reproducing what thev consumed . and of this main- 
tenance they are depiived without compensation. 

Let us now vary the hvpothcsis still further, and suppose that the money 
is borrowed, not bv a landlord, but by the state. A lends his capital to 
government to carry on a war he buys from the state what are called 
government securities ; that is, obligations by the go\ernment to pay a 
certain annual income If the go\ eminent employed the money in making 
a railroad, this might be a productive emplojmeni, and A’s property 
would still be used as capital ; but since it is employed m war, that is, in 
the pay of officeis and soldiers wdio pioduce nothing, and in destroying a 
quantity of guiijiowdci and bullets without return, the go\ eminent is in 
the situation of C, the spendthrift landlord, and A’s ten thousand pounds 
are so much national capital which once existed, but exists no longer : 
virtually throw'ii into the sea, as far as w'calth or production is concerned ; 
though for other leasons the emplo>mcnt of itmav ha\c been justifiable. 
A’s subsequent income is deiivcd, not from the produce of his own capital, 
but from taxes diaw-n from the pioduce of the lemainmg capital of the 
community ; to whom his capital is not yielding any return, to indemnify 
them for the payment ; it is lost .iiul gone, .ind wh«it he now possesses is 
a claim on the rctuins to other people’s capital and industry. This claim 
he can sell, and get back the etjuivalent of his capital, wdiich he may 
afterwards einpU^ pioductivcly. True ; but he does not get back his ow'n 
capital, or anything which it has pioduced : that, and all its possible 
returns, aie extinguished: what he gets is the capital of some other 
person, wdiich that peisoii is willing to exchange for his lien on the 
taxes. Another capitalist substitutes himself for A as a mortgagee of the 
public, and A substitutes himself for the other capitalist as the possessor 
of a fund employed in pioduction, or available for it. By this exchange 
the productive powers of the community are neither increased not 
diminished. The breach in the capital of the country was made when 
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the jjovernment took A’s money : wheieby a value'of ten thousand pounds 
was withdrawn or withheld from productive employment, placed in the 
fund for unproductive consumption, and destroyed without equivalent. 


CHAPTER V. 

r» 

FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS RESPECTING CAPITAL. 

§ I. If the preceding' explanations ha\e answeied their purpose, they 
have given not only a sufficiently complete possession of the idea of 
Capital accoiding to its definition, but a sufficient familiarity with it m 
the concrete and amidst the obscurity with wIiilIi the complication of in- 
dividual circumstances surrounds it, tohavei)icparcde\cn the unpractised 
reader foi certain elementary propositions oi theoiems rcsiiccting capital, 
the full compiehcnsion of which is alre*idy a consideiable step out of 
darkness into light. 

The (list of these propositions is, That industry is limited by capital. 
This is so obvious, as to be taken for granted in many common fonns of 
speech ; but to see a tiuth- occasionally is one thing, to iccognise it 
habitually, and admit no propositions inconsistent w ilh it, is another. The 
axiom was until lately almost universally disregaided by legislators and 
political winters; and cloctiines iiieconciieable with it aie still very 
commonly piofessed and inculcated. 

The following are common expressions, implying its truth. I'he act ot 
directing industiy to a paiticular employment is described by the phrase 
‘applying capital' to the emplojinent To employ industiy on the land 
is to apply capital to the land To employ l.ibour in a maniif.K tiirc is to 
invest capital m the manufacture 'Ihis implies that industiy (aiinot be 
employed to any greater extent than theie is capital to invest. 'Fhe 
proposition, indeed, must be assented to as soon as it is distinctly 
apprehended. The expiession ‘appl>ing c.ijiital’ is of coiiise meta- 
phorical : what is really ajiphcd is labour, caj>ilal being an indispensable 
condition. Ag'ain, we often speak of the ‘ productive poweisof capital* 
This expression is not literally correct. The only productive poweis aie 
those of labour and natural agents ; or if any poition of ca})ital can by a 
stretch of language be said to have a productive power of its own, it is 
only tools and madiineiy, which, like wind or water, may be said to 
co-operate with labour. The food of labourers and the materials ot 
production have no productive power; but labour cannot cxcit its pio- 
ductive power unless provided with them. Tlicic tan be no nioie 
industry than is su])plicd with maleii.ds to vvoik u|a>an(l ffiod to eat. 
Self-evident as the thing is, it is often foigotten that the peojilc of a 
country are maintained and have their wants supplied, not by the piodiice 
of present labour, but of past. They consume vvliat h.is been pioduced, 
not what is about to be produced. Now, of what has been pioduced, a 
part only is allotted to the support of productive kiboiir ; and there will 
not and cannot be more of that labour tlian the portion so allotted (which 
is the capital of the countiy) can feed, and provide with the materials and 
instruments of production. ^ 

Yet, in disregard of a fact'so evident, it long continued to be believed 
that laws and governments, without creating capital, could create industry, 
jJot by making the people more laborious, or inci casing the efficiency of 
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their labour : these a{e objects to which the government can in some 
degree contiibute. But when the people already worked as hard and as 
skilfully as they could be made lo do, it was still thought that the 
government, without providing additional funds, could create additional 
employment. A government would, by prohibitory laws, put a stop to 
the importation of some commodity ; and when by this it had caused the 
commodity to be produced at home, it would plume itself upon having 
eniichcd the country with a new branch of industry, would parade in 
statistical tables the amount of produce yielded and labour employed in 
the production, and take cicdit for the whole of this as a gain to the 
country, obtained through the prohibitory law. Although this sort of 
political arithmetic has fallen a little into discredit in England, it still 
tlouiishes in the n.itions of Continental Europe. Had legislators been 
aware that mdustiy is limited by capital, they would have seen that, the 
aggregate capital of the countiy not having been increased, any portion 
of It w'hich they by llicir laws had caused to be embaiked in the newly- 
acquired blanch of industry must have been withdrawn or withheld from 
some other; m which it gave, or would have given, employment to 
probably about the same quantity of labour which it cmplojs in its new 
occupation.* 

§ 2 Because industry is limited by cajlital, we arc not, however, to 
infer that it always i caches that limit. There may not be as many 
labourers obtainable, as the capital would maintain and employ. This 
has been known to occur m new colonies, where capital has sometimes 
perished uselessly for want of labour the Swan River settlement, in the 
tirst ycais aftei its foundation, was an inslanc,e. Theie arc many persons 
maintained fiom existing capital, who piodiue nothing, or who might 
produce much moie than they do If the laboureis were i educed to lower 
wages, or induced to vvoik more houis for the same wages, or if their 
families, who aic alu.uly maintained from capital, were employed to a 
greater extent than ihe> now arc in adding to the produce, a given 
capital would afford employment to more industry. Ihe unproductive 
consumption of productive labourers, the whole of which is now supplied 
from capital, might cease, or be postponed until the pioduce came in ; 
and additional pioductivc labouieis might be maintained with the 

An exception must be admitted when the industry created or upheld by the 
restrictive law belongs to the class of what are called ilomcstic manufactures. 
'I'hese being earned on by persons already fed — by the labourer, or his wife or 
children, in the intervals of other employment— no transfer of capital to the occu- 
pation is necessary lo its being undei taken, beyond the value of the materials and 
tools, which IS often quite inconsulerable. If, therefore, a protecting duty causes 
this occupation lo be carried on, when it otherwise would not, there is in this case 

real increase of llj/i^iroduclion of the country. 

In order to render our theoretical j)roposilion invulnerable, this peculiar case 
must be allowed for ; but it does not touch the practical doctrine of free trade. 
Domestic m ami facial res cannot, from the veiy nature of things, require protection, 
since the «ubsl^tcnce of the labourers lieing provided from other souices, the price 
of the product, however much it niav be reduced, is nearly all clear gain. If, 
therefoie, the domestic pioducers retire fiom the competition, it is never from 
necessity, but because the jirodiict is not w'orth the labour it costs, in the opinion 
of the he's! judges, those who eiijoy the one and undergo the other. They prefer 
the sacrifice of buying their clothing to the lalioun of making it. They will not 
continue their labour unless society will give them more for it, than in then own 
opinion its pioduct is worth. 
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amount. By such means society might obtain froih its existing resources 
a greater quantity of produce * and to such means it has been driven, 
when the sudden destruction of some large portion of its capital rendered 
the employment of the remainder with the giealcst possible effect a 
matter of paramount consideration for the lime 
Where industry has not come up to the limit imposed by capital, 
governments may, in various ways, for example by impoiting additional 
labourers, bring it ncaier to that limit . as in the impoitation of Coolies 
and free negroes into our sugar colonie!, There is another way in which 
governments can cieate additional industiy They can cieate capital. 
They may lay on taxes, and employ the amount productively. They may 
do what IS neaily equivalent ; they m.iy lay taxes on income or expendi- 
ture, and apply the proceeds towards paying off the public debts The 
fundholder vv hen paid off would still desire to di aw an income from his 
property, most of which therefore would find its way into productive em- 
ployment, while a great part of it would have been drawn fiom the fund 
for unproductive expenditure, since people do not usually pav their taxes 
from what they would have saved, but pailly, if not diicfly, fiom what 
they would have spent It may be added, that any increase in the pro- 
ductive power of capital for, moie properly speaking, of labour) by im- 
provements m the arts of life,® or otherwise, tends to inciease the employ- 
ment for labour ; since, when theie is a grealei produce alto.i»ethcr, it is 
always probable that some portion of the inciease will be saved and con- 
verted into capital, cspcciallv when the inci cased returns to pi odiictive 
industi*)’ hold out an additional tcmjitation to the conversion of funds fiom 
an unproductive destination to a piocluctive 

§ 3. While, on the one h.ind, industiy is limited by capital, so on the 
other, every increase of capita! gives, or is capable of giving, additional 
employment to industry , and this without .issi;4nable limit I do not 
mean to deny that the capital, or part of it, may be so employed as not to 
support labourers, being fixed in machinery, buildings, improvement of 
land, and the like In any large incic.ise of capital a coiiMclciable portion 
will generally be thus emjiloyed, and will only co-opeiaic* with lahouieis, 
not maintain them What I do intend to asscil is, th.it the portion which 
is destined to their maintenance*, may ^siipjiosing no alicialion m any- 
thing else; be indefinitely increased, without creating an impossibility of 
finding them employment in other words, that if lhc‘ic are human beings 
capable of work, and food to feed ibem, they may alw.iys be employed m 
producing something. This proposition lecjuircs to be somewhat dwelt 
upon, being one of those which it is exceedingly easy to assen* to when 
presented in gener.al terms, but somewhat dilficult to keej) fast hold of, m 
the crow’d and confusion of the actual facts of society It is also very 
much opposed to common doctrines '1 here is not^an ojiinion more 
general among mankind than this, that the iinprodiictiv'e cxpcnclituie of 
the rich is necessary to the employment of the* poor Ilei))rc Adam Smith, 
the doctrine had hardly been cjuestioncd , .ind even since his time, 
authors of the highest name .ind of gicat mciil* have coiitcMidcd, that if 
consumers were to save and convert into capital more than a limited 
portion of Iheir income, and were not to devote to unproductive consump- 
tion an amount of means bearing a certain ratio to the capital of the 
country, the extra accumula*ion would be merely so much waste, since 

, * For example, Mr. Malthus, T>r, Chalmers, M. de Sigmondj, 



FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS ON CAPITAL. 


57 


thete would be no mai^cet for the commodities which the Capital so created 
would produce. 1 conceive this to be one of the many errors arising in 
political economy, from the piactice of not beginning with the examina- 
tion of simple cases, but rushing at once into the complexity of conciete 
phenomena. 

Everyone can see that if a benevolent government possessed all the 
food, and all the implements and mateiials, of the community, it could 
exact products e labour from all to whom it allowed a share in the food, and 
could be in no danger of wanting^ field for the employment of this pro- 
ductive labour, since as long as there was a simple want iinsaturaled 
(which material objects could supply, of any one individual, the labour of 
the community could be turned to the production of something capable 
of satisfying that want. Now, the individual possessois of capital, when 
they add to it by ficsh accumulations, are doing precisely the same thing 
w'hich we suppose to be done by our benevolent government. As it is 
allowable to put any case by way of hypothesis, let us imagine the most 
extieme case conceivable. Sup])osc that every capitalist came to be of 
opinion that not being more mentorious than a well-conducted labourer, 
he ought not to fare bettei ; and accordingly laid by, fiom conscientious 
motives, the surplus of his profits , or suppose this abstinence not spon- 
taneous, but im])osed by law or opinion upon all capitalists, and upon 
landowners likewise. Unpioductive expenditure is now reduced to its 
lowest limit : and it is asked, how is the inci eased capital to find employ- 
ment ? Who IS to buy the goods which it will produce There are no 
longer customers even for those which vveie produced before. The goods, 
ihercfoie, will remain unsold they will perish in the warehouses ; until 
capital is brought down to what it was originally, or rather to as much 
less, as the demand of the consumeis has lessened. But this is seeing 
only one half of the matter. In the case supposed, theie would no longer 
be any demand for luxuiics, on the pait of capitalists and landowners. 
But when these classes turn their income into caj)ital, they do not theieby 
annihilate their power of consumption , they do but transfer it fiom them- 
selves to the labouicis to whom they give employment. Now, there are 
two possible suppositions in rcgaid to the labouicis ; either thcie is, or 
there is not, an incicase of iheir numbers, piopoitional to the increase of 
capital. If theie is, the case offeis no difficulty. The production of 
necessaiies for the new population, takes the place of the pioduction of 
luxuiics for a poition of the old, and siij^plics exactly the amount of em- 
ployment which has been lost But suppose that thcie is no inciease of 
population. The whole of what was pievioiisly expended in luxuries, by 
capitalists and landloiJs, is distiibuted among the existing labourers, in 
the form of additional wages We will assume them to be already suf- 
ficiently supplied diith necessaiies. What follow s That the labourers 

become consumcis of luxuries , and the c'apital pieviously employed in 
the production ofjuxui les, is still able to employ itself in the same manner : 
the difteiencc being, that the luxuiies aie shared among the community 
generally, instead of being confined to a few. The incicased accumula- 
tion and increased produc tion might, i igorously speaking, continue, until 
every labourer had eveiy indulgence of wealth, consistent with continuing 
to work; supposing that the power of their labour were physically 
sufficient to produce all this amount of indulj^ences for their whole num- 
ber. Thus the limit of wealth is never deficiency of consumers, but of 
produceis, and productive power. •Every addition to capital gives to 
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labour either additional employment, or addr.tionhl renr uneratlon ; en- 
riches either the country, or the labouring class. it finds additional 
hands to set to work, it increases the aggregate produce . if only the same 
hands, it gives them a larger share of it ; and perhaps even in this case, 
by stimulating them to greater exeition, augments the pioduce itself. 

§ 4. A second fundamental thcoiem icspeciing Capital, 1 elates to the 
source from which it is derued. It is the result of sa\ mg. I’he evidence 
of this lies abundantly in what has been alicady said on the subject. But 
the proposition needs some fuithcr illustiatioii. 

If all persons were to expend in pcisonal indulgences all that they 
produce, and all the income they leceue fiom what is pioduced by others, 
capital could not increase. All capital with a tiiflmg exception, w'as 
originally the result of saving I say, with a tiitbng- exception ; because 
a person who Liboiiis on his own account, may spend on his own account 
all he produces, without becoming destitute ; and the pro\ision of neces- 
saries on which be subsists until he has reaped his harvest or sold his 
commodity, though a real capital, cannot be said to have been saved, 
since it is all used for the supply of his own wants, and no abstinence has 
been practised We may imagine a number of individuals or families, 
settled on as many sepaiatc pieces of land, each living on what tbeir own 
labour produces, and consuming the whole produce. But even these must 
save (that is, spare from their personal consumption ) as much as is 
necessary for seed Some saving, thcicfoic, theie must hav'e been; 
even in this simplest of all states of economical relations ; people 
must have pioducccl more th.in they used, or used less than they piocluccd. 
Still more must tliey do so befoic they cm emjiloy otliei laboiircis, ov 
increase their production be>ond what can be accomplished by the woik 
of their own hands. All that any one employs in siippoiting and canying 
on any other labour than his own, must have been originally brought 
together by saving ; somebody must have produced it and foreboine 
to consume it. We may say, ihcicforc, wiihoiit matciial inaccuracy, 
that all capital, and especially all addition to capital, aie the result of 
saving. 

In a rude and violent state of society, it continually liap])cns that the 
person who has capital is not the very person wlio lias saved it, but some 
one who, being stronger, or belonging to a inoie powciful community, has 
possessed himself of it by plunder. And even in a slate of tilings scvcial 
degrees more advanced, tlic increase of cajiilal has usuallybccn in a great 
measure derived from privations which, though essentially the same with 
saving, are not generally called by that name, because not voluntary. 
The actual procluceis have been slaves, compelled to pioduce as much as 
force could extort fiom them, and to consume as little as the self-interest 
or the usually very slender humanity of iheir taskmah^oiis would permit. 
This kind of compulsory saving, however, w’ould not have caused any 
increase of capital, unless a part of the amount had been saved over 
again, voluntarily, by the master. If all that he made his slaves produce 
and forbear to consume, had been consumed by him on personal in- 
dulgences, he would not have increased his capital, nor been enabled to 
maintain an increasing^ number of slaves. To maintain any slaves at all, 
implied a previous saving ; a stock, at least of food, provided in advance. 
This saving may not, however, have been made by any self-imposed 
privation of the master ; but more probably by that of the slaves them- 
sclv es while free ] the rapine or war, which deprived them of their 
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personal liberty, having transferred also their accumulations to the 
conqueior. I • 

There are other cases in which the term saving, with the associations 
usually belonging to it, does not exactly fit the operation by which 
capital is increased. If it were said, for instance, that the only way to 
accelerate the inciease of capital is by increase of saving, the idea would 
probably be suggested of greater abstinence, and increased privation. 
But it is obvious that whatever increases the productive power of labour, 
creates an additional fund to make savings from, and enables capital to 
be enlarged not only without additional piivation, but concurrently with 
an increase of personal consumption. Nevertheless, there is here an 
increase of saving, in the scientific sense. Though there is more con- 
sumed, there is also more spared. Thcie is a greater excess of production 
over consumption. It is consistent with correctness to call this a greater 
saving. Though the term is not unobjectionable, thcie is no other which 
is not liable to as great objections, lo consume less than is produced, is 
saving ; and that is the process by which capital is increased ; not 
necessarily by consuming less, absolutely. We must not allow ourselves 
to be so much the slaves of \vords, as to be unable to use the word 
saving in this sense, without being m danger of forgetting that to increase 
capital there is another way besides consuming less, namely, to produce 
more. • 

§ 5. A third fundamental theorem respecting Capital, closely connected 
with the one last discussed, is. that although sa\ed, and the result of 
saving. It is nevertheless consumed. The w^ord saving does not imply 
that what is saved is not consumed, but only that it is not consumed by 
the person who saves it. If mcrcl> laid by for future use, it is said to be 
hoarded ; and w'hile hoaided, it is not consumed at all. But if employed 
as capital, it is all consumed ; not indeed by the capitalist, but by his 
workpeople Part is exchanged for tools or machinery, which are worn 
out by use . part for seed or mateiials, which are destroyed as such by 
being sown or wrought up, and destroyed altogether by the consumption 
of the ultimate product. The remainder is paid in wages to productive 
labourers, who consume it for their daily wants ; or if they m their turn 
save any pait, this also is not, generally speaking, hoarded, but through 
savings banks, benefit clubs, or some other channel) re- employed as 
capital and consumed. 

The principle now stated, is a strong example of the necessity of 
attention to the most elemental y truths of oui subject ; for it is one of 
the most elemental y of them all, and yet no one who has not bestow'ed 
some thought on the m.ittcr is habitually aware of it, and most are not 
even willing to admit it when fust stated. To the Milgar, it is not at all 
apparent that what is saved, is consumed. To them, e\cr>'one w'ho sa\es, 
appears in the ligJit of a poison wdio hoaids; they may think such 
conduct permissible, or e^cn laudable, when it is to proMde for a family, 
and the like ; but they have no concepticm of it as doing good to other 
people : saving is to them another word for keeping a thing to one’s self ; 
W'hiie spending appeals to them to be distributing it among others. The 
person w'ho expends his lortiine in unproduclne consumption, is looked 
upon as diffusing benefits all round ; and is an object of so much favour, 
that some poi lion of the same popularity attaches even to him who spends 
what does not belong to him ; who not only (Jeslroys his own capital, if 
he ever had any, but, under pietencc of borrowing, and on promise of 
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repayment, possesses himself of capital belonging to otheis, and destroys 
that likewise. * ? 

This popular error comes from attending to a small poi tion only of the 
consequences that flow from the saving or the spending ; all that part of 
the effects of either which is out of sight, being out of mind. The eye 
follows what IS saved, into an imaginary strong box, and theie loses sight 
of It ; what is spent, it follows into the hands of tiadcsmcn and depen- 
dents ; but without i caching the ultimate destination m either case. 
Saving (for productne investment) and spending coincide \ery closely m 
the first Stage of their operations, 'riie effects of both begin with con- 
sumption ; w’lth the destruction of a certain poition of wealth ; only the 
things consumed, and the persons consuming, are diffeicnt. There is, in 
the one case, a weaiing out of tools, a destruction of material, and a 
quantity of food and clothing supplied to labourers, which they dcstioy 
by use : in the other case, theie is a consumption, that is to say, a 
destruction, of wanes, equipages, and furniture 'rims far, the consequence 
to the national wealth has been much the same ; an equivalent quantity of 
it has been destroyed in both cases lUit in the spending, this tirst stage 
is also the final stage ; that particulai amount of the pioduce of labour 
has disappeaied, and there is nothing left , while on the contiary the 
saving person, during the whole lime that the destruction was going on, 
has had labouieis at work repairing it , who aic ultimately fotincl to have 
replaced, with an increase, the equualcnt of what has been consumed. 
And as this opeiation admits of being rejieatcd indefinitely without any 
fresh act of saMng-, a saMng once made becomes a fund to maintain a 
corresponding number of labouiers in perpetuity, reproducing annually 
their ow’n maintenance with a piofit 

It IS the interxcntion of money winch obscures, to an unpractised 
apprehension, the true character of these phenomena. Almost all ex- 

E enditure being earned on b\ means of money, the money comes to 
e looked upon as the mam featuie in the li.insadion, and sime that 
does not perish, but only changes hands, people o\cilook the d(‘struclion 
w^hich takes place in the case of unproduclne cxpenditiiie 'J'lie money 
being merely transferred, they think the w^e<ilth also has only been handed 
over from the spendthrift to other people lUit this is simply confounding 
money with wealth. The w'calth which has been dcsiiu\ed was not the 
money, but the wines, equipages, and furnituic w'hich the money pur- 
chased ; and these having been destioyed witliout return, society collec- 
tively is poorer by the amount. It may be said, perhaps, that wines, 
equipages, and furniture, are not subsistence, tools, and mateiials, and 
could not m any case have been applied to the support of labour ; that 
they are adapted for no other than unproductne consumption, and that 
the detriment to the wealth of the community w'as when they were pro- 
duced, not when they W'cic consumed I am willmg^o illowthis, as far 
as is necessary for the argument, and the remark wcnild be veiy peitment 
if these expensive luxuries w'cre drawm fiom an exisUng stock, never to 
be replenished. Ihit since, on the contraiy, they continue to be produced 
as long as there are consumers for them, and .iie produc ed in incre.ised 
quantity to meet an increased demand , the thou e made by a consumer 
to expend five thousand a year in luxuncs, keejis a coircsjiondmg number 
of labourers employed from year to year m producing things which can 
be of no use to production; their services being lost so fai as regards the 
increase of th# national wealth, and the tools, matcnals, and food winch 



FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITIONS ON CAPITAL. 


6i 


they annually consume being so much subtracted from the general stock 
of the community apjJicaWe to productive purposes. In proportion as 
any class is improvident or luxurious, the industry of the country takes 
the direction of producing luxuries for their use ; while not only the em- 
ployment for productive labourers is diminished, but the subsistence and 
instruments which are the means of such employment do actually exist in 
smaller quantity. 

Saving, in short, enriches, and spending impoverishes, the community 
along with the individual ; which is but saying in other words, that 
society at large is richer by what ^t expends m maintaining and aiding 
productive labour, but poorer by what it consumes in its enjoyments.* 

§ 6. To return to our fundamental theorem. Everything which is pro- 
duced is consumed ; both what is saved and w'hat is said to be spent ; 
and the former quite as rapidly as the latter. All the ordinary forms of 
language tend to disguise this. When men talk of the ancient wealth of 

* It IS perhaps worth while to direct attention to several circiimstarces which to 
a certain extent diminish the delninent caused to the general wealth by the prodi- 
gality of individuals, or raise uji a coni]iensation, more or lees ample, as a conse- 
quence of the detriment itself. One of these is, tliat spendthrifts do not really 
succeed in con'^uining all they spend. Their habitual carelessness as to evpenniture 
causes them to be cheated and robbed on all quar^rs, often by persons of frugal 
habits. Large accumulations are continually made by the agents, stewards, and 
even domestic servants, of improvident ])ersoiis of fortune; and thc'y pay much 
higher prices for all purchase than people of careful Iiabits, which accounts for 
their being popular as custoineis. They are, therefore, actually not able to get 
into their possession and destroy a quantity of wealth by any means equivalent to 
the fortune which they dissipate. Much of it is merely transferred to others, by 
whom a part may be saved. Another thing to be observed is, that the prodigality 
of soKie may reduce others to a forced economy. Supjiosc a sudden demand for 
some article of luxury, caused by the caprice of a piodigal, winch not having been 
calculated on befoichand, tlieie has been no increase of the usual supply. Ihe 
price will rise ; and may rise bejond the means or the inclinations of some of the 
habitual consumers, wln^ may in con''Ca[uence foiogo their accustomed indulgence, 
and save the amount. If iht) do not, but coiUiniie to expend as great a value as 
befoie on the commodil), the dealers in it obtain, for only the same quantity of 
the article, a return increased hy the whole of what the spendthrift has paid ; 
and thus the amount which lie loses is transfciied boilily to them, and maybe 
added to their cai>ital . his incrcaseil personal consum])iion being made up by the 
privations of the other purchasers, who have obtained less than usual of their 
accustomed gratification ior the same equivalent. On the other hand, a counter- 
process must be going on somewhere, since the prodigal must have diminished his 
purchases in some other (juaiter to balance the augmentation in this ; he has 
perhaps called in funds employed in sustaining productive labour, and the dealers 
in subsistence and in the instruments of production have had commodities left on 
their hands, or have received, for the usual amount of commodities, a less than 
usual return. Ihit snefl losses of income or capital, by indu.strious persons, except 
when of extraoulinary amount, aic generally made up by increasecl pinching and 
privation ; so that tyc capital of the community may net be, on the whole, im- 
paired, and the prodigal may have had his self-indulgence at the expense not 
of the permanent resouiccs, but of the temporarv pleasures and comforts of others. 
For in every case the communily are poorer bv what any one spends, unless others 
are in consequence led to curtail their spending There are yet oflier and more 
recondite WMys m which the profusion of some may bring about its compensation 
In the extra .savings of otheis ; but these cannot be c^isidered until that part of the 
Fourth Book| which treats of the limiting principle to the accumulation of capital. 
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a country, of riches inherited from ancestors, and similar expressions, the 
idea suggested is, that the nches so transmitftjd w^sre produced long ago, 
at the time when they are said to have been first acquired, and that no 
portion of the capital of the country was produced this year, except 
as much as may have been this year added to the total amount. The 
fact is far otherwise. The greater pait, in value, of the wealth now 
existing in England has been produced by human hands within the last 
twelve months. A very small pioportion indeed of that large aggregate 
was in existence ten years ago of the present pioductivc capital of the 
country scarcely any part, except fai^m-houses and factoiies, and a few 
ships and machines; and c\cn these would not in most cases have 
survived so long, if fiesh labour had not been emiilo^cd within that 
period in putting them into repair. The land subsists, and the land is 
almost the only thing that subsists Everything which is produced 
peiishes, and most things very quickly. Most kinds of capital arc not 
fitted by their nature to be long piescrvcd. 'fheie are a few, and but a few 
productions, capable of a very piolonged existence Westminster Abbey 
has lasted many centuries, with occasional repairs ; some ancient sculptures 
have existed above t^^o thousand years ; the Pyramids perhaps double or 
treble that time. But these weie objects dc\oied to unproductive use. If 
we except bridges and aqueducts, ^to which may sometimes be added 
tanks and embankments,) fnere are few instances of any edifice applied 
to industrial purposes which has been of gicat duration ; such builclings 
do not hold out against wear and teai, nor is it good economy to con- 
struct them of the solidity neccssaiy for pcimanency. Capital is kept in 
existence from age to age not by pieservation, but by jicipetual rcpi educ- 
tion every part of it is used «ind destroyed, gcncralK \eiy soon after it is 
produced, but those who consume it aic cmpIo\cd meantime in pioducing 
more The growth of ca])it<il is similar to the giow th of population Every 
individual who is born, dies, but m each )cai the numbci i)orn exceeds the 
number who die the population, thcrcfoic, always increases, although 
not one pci son of those composing it was aluc until a vciy recent date. 

§ 7 This perpetual consumption and joproduction of capital affords the 
explanation of what has so often excited wonder, the gieat rapidity with 
which countries recover from a state of devastation , the disappearance, 
in a short time, of all traces of the mischiefs done by earthcjiiakcs, floods, 
hurricanes, ancl the lavages of war An enemy lay^ waste a country by 
fire .and sword, and dcstioys oi can jcs away nearly all the move.iblc wealth 
existing in it all the inhabitants aic ruined, .ind yet in a few ye.irs after, 
everything is much as it w as befoi c This v/ \ medu atnx 7uUiirir has been a 
subject of sterile astonishment, or has been cited to exemplify the won- 
derful strength of the principle of s.ivmg, which can lepaii such enormous 
losses in so brief an intcival Ihcre is nothing at all vvondciful in the 
matter. What the enemy have destroyed, would 4avc been destroyed 
in a little lime by the inhabitants themselves the wealth vvhicdi they so 
rapidly reproduce, wcnild have needed to be rejjrodiKjcd <md would have 
been reproduced in any case, and piobably in as short an intei*val. 
Nothing is changed, except that during ilic rcprodiu lion they have not 
now the advantage of consuming what had been pioduccd previously. 
The possibility of a rapid lepair of ihcir disasters, m.unly depends on 
whether the country has been depopulated. If its ctfectivc population 
have not been extirpatccl, at the time, and are not starved afterwards ; 
then, with the same skill and knowledge which they had befoie, witH 
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iheir land and its perAanont improvements undestroyed, and the more 
durable buildings probably unimpaired, or only partially injured, they 
have nearly all the requisites for their fonner amount of pioduction. If 
there is as much of food left to them, or of valuables to buy food, 
as enables them by any amount of privation to remain alive and in 
working condition, they wiW in a short time have raised as gieat a 
produce, and acquired collectively as great wealth and as great a capital, 
as before ; by the meic conlinuancc of that oidinaiy amount of exertion 
which they aie accustomed to cnffiloy m their occupations Nor does 
this evince any stiength m the piinciple of saving, in the popular sensa 
of the teim, since what takes place is not intentional abstinence but 
involuntai y pi i\ alion. 

Yet so fatal is the habit of thinking through tlie medium of only 
one set of technical phiases, and so little icason have studious men 
to value themselves on being exempt fiom the veiy same mental 
infiiinitics vvhmh beset the vulgar, that this simple cxjilanalion was never 
given (so far as 1 am awaie) by any political economist bcfoic I)i. 
Chalmers ; a writer many of whose opinions 1 think eiioncous, but who 
has always the merit of sludging phenomena at fiist hand, and expressing 
them m a language of his own, which often uncovers aspects of the tiuth 
that the received [ihiaseologies only tend to Ifidc. 

§ 8. The same author (aiiics out this tiain of thought to some im- 
portant conclusions on another closely connerted subjcc^, that of govern- 
ment loans forw<u pui poses or othei unjiioductive expcndilurc. These 
loans, being diawn fiom c.ipital [m lieu of taxes, which would generally 
have been paid lioin income, and made up in pait or altogctlicr by 
increased economv\ must, accoiding to the ])iinciplcs we have laid down, 
tend to imjiovci isli the countiy yet ihcyctiis in which cxpcndituie of 
this sou has been on the gieatcst scale, h.ive often been years of 
great ap])aicnt ])ic)spcniy the wealth and icsouucs of the country, 
instead of diminishing, li.ive given cvciy sign of lapid mcicase during the 
piorcss, and of gieatly exyi.mdcd dimcnsicms after its close. This was 
confessedly the case with (iie.it Ihilain dining the last Continental war ; 
and It would lake some space to eniuncialc all the unfounded theories in 
political cconomv^, to which tliat fact gave use, and to which it secuied 
lempoiaiy cicclence ; almost all tending to exalt iinpioductive ex- 
pcndituie, at tlic expense of pu)ductiv e Without entering into all the 
causes winch opeiated and which commonly do ojieiate to pi event these 
extraordinary clr.ifts on the productive lesouices of a country from being 
so much felt as it might seem reasonable to expect, vve will suppose the 
most unfavouialile c.ise yiossible that the whole amount boiiowcdand 
destioycd by tlie govcinmcnt, was absliacicd by the lender from a 
productive cmjiloyujcnt in which it had actually been invested. The 
capital, tlicicfoic, of the coimliy, is this )cai diminished by so much. 
J^ut unless the amount absu acted is something enounous, theie is no 
leason in the n.itiifc of the case why next }car the national capital should 
not be as great as ever. Tlic lotin cannot have been taken from that 
portion of the capital of the countiy which consists of tools, machinery, 
and buildings It must have been wholly diawn fiom the portion 
employed in paving Liboincis and the laboiiieis will suffer accordingly. 
But if nc3ne of them aie staivccl , if then wage> can boar such an amount 
of reduction, or if chanty inlci poses between fticin and absolute destitu- 
tion, thcie is no leason that then laU)ur should pioduce less in the next 
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year thart m the year before. If they produco as ^much as usual, having 
been paid less by so many millions sterling, those millions are gained by 
their employers. The breach made in the capital of the country is thus 
instantly repaired, but repaired by tlic pin.itions and often the real 
misery of the labouring class Ileic is ample reason why such periods, 
even in the most unfavourable circumstances, may easily be tunes of 
great gain to those whose prosperity usu.illy passes, in the estimation of 
society, foi national piospenty. To see the hideous wrong side of 
the pictuie, we must look benc.ith v 
This leads to the ^exed question, to which T)r Chalmers has vciy 
paiticulaily ad\crted ; wdietherthc funds required l)y a government forex- 
traoidinary unpioductue expendituie, are best laisod by lo.ins, the 
interest only being pio\idcd b) taxes, orwhethei taxes should be at once 
laid on to the wdiole amount ; wduch is called in the financial \ocabulaiy 
raising the whole of the supplies within the year. Dr Chalmers is 
stiongly for the latter method lie says, the common notion is that 
in calling fur the whole amount in one >car, you leqinic what is cither 
impossible, or veiy ]ncon\enicnt ; that the people cannot, without gicat 
hardship, pay the whole at once out of tlicii )caily income ; and that it is 
much better to roquiie of them a small pa\ment cveiy \c*ar in the shape 
of interest, than so great a suciiticc once foi all To which his answer is, 
that the sacrifice is made equally in either case W hatever is spent, can- 
not but be drawn fiom ycaily income The whole and every pait of the 
wealth produced m the country, forms, or helps to form, the yearly 
income of somebod\ 'J’he p* nation which it is supposed must result 
from taking the amount m the shape of taxes, is not avoided by talking it 
in a loan The suftenng is not averted, but only thioun upon the labour- 
ing classes, the least able, and who Ica^t ought, to bear it while all the 
inconveniences, ])hvsic<d, iiiomI, and political, piodiiccd by maintaining 
taxes for the perpetual payment of the mteicst, .irc inclined in pine loss. 
Whenever capital is wnthdrawm fiom pioduciion, or from the lund des- 
tined for pioduction, to be lent to the state and cxjjcnded unprodiictivcly, 
that whole sum is vMthhcld fiom the labommg cl.isses , the loan, theic- 
fore, IS in truth paid off the same ycai , llic wliole of the s.irnfice 
necessaiy for paving it off is actually made , cmly it is paid to the wiong 
persons, and thcrcfoic does not extinguish the claim , and p.iid by the 
very worst of taxe-), a t.ix exc lusivcly on the labouring class And after 
having, m this most jiamful <ind unpist of ways, gMinc tlnoiigh the whole 
effoit necessary for extinguishing the debt, the ((iuiili> icmains chaiged 
with It, and with the payment of its inleicst in ))eipctuilv 

'J’hese V i(w\ s appeal to me stnctl) just, m so fii as the value absoi bed 
in loans would otherwise have been eirplo}(d in piocluclive industiy 
within the country The piactical sl.itc of the ca^^c, liowcvcr, seldom 
exactly corresponds with this supposition 1 he loans of the less wealthy 
countries aie made chiefly with foicign capital, winch would not, pcihaps, 
have been brought in to be invested on any less secuiily than that of the 
government, while those of rich and j)iospci()Us countnes are genci ally 
niade.not with funds withdrawn fiom prcjcluc live employment, but with the 
new accumulations constantly making fiom income, and often wnth a 
part of them which, if not so t.ikcn, would h.ivc inigiated to colonies or 
sought other investments alnoad In these cases (winch will be inoie 
pauiculaily examined hereafter;,^ the sum wanted inav be obtained 
* Infia, IWiv iv. cliaj). iv. v. 
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without detriment to tjie labourers, or derangement of the national 
industry, and e\en perhaps with an advantage to both, in companson 
with laising the amount by taxation, since taxes, especially when heavy, are 
almost always p.irtlypaid .it the expense of what would othci wise ha\e been 
‘•avccl and added to capital Kloico\ci, in a countiy which makes 
so gic.it yeaily additions to its wealth, that a pait can be taken .ind 
expended unpioductucly without diminishing c.ipit.il, oi even jircventing 
a considciablc incicase, it is evident that even if the whole of what is so 
taken would have bei nine rajiit.alf and obtained einplovmcnt in the 
countiy, the cflect on the l.abouiing classes is far less piejiidu i.il, .and the 
case .ig.iinst the loan system iniuh less strong, th.in in the case fust 
supposed dhis brief anticifxition of a discussion whuh will find its 
piojiei pla(c olscw'hcic, appealed ncccss.iiy to pievcnt false inferences 
from the piemiscs previously laid down 

§ 9 We now pass to a fouith fundamental theoicm lespecting Capital, 
vliich IS, pcih.ips, oftencr overlooked oi misconceived than even any of 
die foregoing' W h.U supports and cmplovs productive laboiii, is the 
capital expended in setting it to vvoik, and not the demand of purchasers 
for the produce of the labour when completed Demand foi commodities 
IS not clernand for labour 'I1ic denuind for commodities dcteimines in 
w'hat ]).iiticular bi.inch of production the l.iljom and cajiital ‘^hall be em- 
plovccl ; It deteimincs the ^Z/nv/ze// of the labour, but not the more or 
less of the labour itself, or of the maintenance or pavment of the laboui 
That dc])cnds on the .amount of the c.ipital, or othci funds diiccti) devoted 
to the sustenance and icmunciatum of labour 

Sufjpose, for instance, that theie is a demand for velvet , a fund leady 
to be laid out in buving velvet, but no capital to cst.ibhsh the manufactuic 
It IS of no conscc|ucncc how gie.it the demand mav be , unless capital is 
atti acted into the occupation, there will be no velvet made, .ind conse- 
c[iicntly none bought , unless, inc^ccd, thcdesiie of the intending puich.isci 
for It is so stiong, that he cmplovs part of the puce he woulcl have p.iul 
for it, in m.aking adv.mccs to work-people*, ih.it they mav employ tliem- 
selvc‘s m m.ikmg velvet , that is, iiidess lie convcits p.iii of his income 
into c.ipilal, .and invests that capital in the manulactiiie. l.ct us now 
levcisc the hv])othesi^, and suppose th.it theie is plenty of c'.ipit.il leady 
for making velvet, but no dein.ind W'lvei will not be made . but theie 
IS no ]xiiliciilai piefeicncc on the p.iit of t.ijnlal foi m.ikmg velvet. 
Manufactuicrs and then labouicisdo not piockuc for the ple.isiue of their 
customers, but for the supply of their own vvantN and having still the 
c.ipit.il and the labour which arc the essentials of pioduction, they can 
eithci produce something else which is in dcm.ind, oi if theie be no other 
demand, they themselves have one, and c. in pioduce the things whuh 
they want for thoir c^vn consumption. So tliat the c.ijiital cannot be 
dis[)ensecl with- the puicha^eis ciin I am of coiiiscnot taking into con- 
sidcialion the eltcM'ls ol .i sudden ch.inge H ilu* clem, ind c ea^c“i unex- 
Jiectcdly, aftci the*( ommodity to sujiply it is alie.idv puulLU ed, tin-' 
introduces a diffeient ekment into the ciucsiion the c.i|iit.il has actually 
been consumed m piodiuing something which nobodv w.inls or uses, and 
It has thciefoic ])eiished, and the einplovmcnt whuh it gave to l.iboui ig 
at an end, not bcc.iuse tlic'ie is no longei .i clem.ind, bat bc‘'ausc theie is 
no longer a capital, 'i his case thcicfoie does not tc st the piinciple. 'J he 
proper test is, to suppose that the change is gi.iclual and foiesccn, and is 
attended with no w.astc of capit.il, the m.inufac tine being discontinued by 
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merely not icplacin^^ the machinery as it wears out, and not icinvesting 
the money as it comes m from the sale of tke produce. The capital is 
thus leady for a new employment, m which it will maintain as much 
labour as before. The manufactuiei and his woik-peoplc lose the benefit 
of the skill and know'ledge which they had acquired m the particular 
business, and which can only be partially of use to them in any other ; 
and that is the amount of loss to the community by the chanyc. But the 
labouicrs can still work, and the capital which pic\iously employed them 
will, citl'cr in the same hands, or bv being lent to otheis, employ either 
those I.iboiiieis or an equivalent number in some other occupation. 

This truth, that purchasing produce is not employing labour ; that the 
demand foi labour is constituted by the wages which pieccde the pro- 
duciion, and not by the demand which may e\ist for the commodities 
icsiilting from the pioduction ; is a proposition which greatly needs all 
the illustiation it can receive It is, to common appichcnsion, a paradox ; 
and c\en among political economists of icputation, I can hardly point to 
any, except .Mi Ricardo and M bay, who ha\c kept it (onstanlly and 
steadiK m mcw. Almost all othcis occasionally express ihemschcs as if 
a pel son who buys commodities, the pioduce of labour, was an employer 
of lahoui, and cicated a dennind fir it as really, and in the same sense, as 
if he boiiLiht the labour itself diicctly, by the j^ayment of w.igcs. It is no 
w’onder th.it ])oliti(al ecomwny adxanccs slowly, wlien such a question as 
this still remains open at its \ery threshold. 1 am dcsiioiis of iinpiessing 
on the reader that a demand for commodities does not in any manner 
con^ntiite a demand for hihoiir, but only detei mines into a particular 
ch.inncl a ])oition, moic or less t onsiderablc, of the demand aheady exist- 
ing It determines ih it a pait of the labour and capital of the community 
shall be cmplo\ccl in pioducing ceitain things instead of othei things. 
The dein.uicl for labour is constituted solely b> the funds diicctly set apart 
foi the u-^e of laboiucis 

For the hclicr illustiation of our piiiK iple, let us put the following case. 
A ronsumei may expend Ins income either in bnving '.ci vices or com- 
modities , he may emjiloy part of it in lining joiiriicymen bncklajcis to 
build a house, or exravatois to dig aniticial lakes, or labouiers to make 
plantations and la> out pleasuic giounds : oi, instead ot this, he may 
expend the same ^ahlc in buying \cl\it and hue "Jlie question is, 
whether the ditfcience i)ct\vecn these lv\o modes of expending his income 
affects the inteiest fjf llie labouiing classe‘> It is ])l.iin that in the first of 
the two casca he cnijiloys 1 ibourers, who will be out of cmjiloymcnt, or at 
lea-^t out of that employment, in tlic oppos.te case Jhit those from whom 
1 dilfer say that this is of no consequence, because in buying ^cl\et and 
lace he cciually employs laboiircis, namely, those who make the ^ civet 
and lace 'ITas, according to the piinciplc we laid down, is an enor, and 
I pio( ecd to show still moie lIc ally that it is so. 'l,hc consumer docs not 
w'lth his own funcR pav to the wea\crs and lacemakeis their chu’s w'agcs. 
He buys the hnished commodity, wdiich has been pioduccd by labour and 
capital, the labour not Ik mg paid nor the capital fiilbislied by him, but 
prc-cxisting .Siij)posc that he had been in the habit of expending this 
portion of his mccmie in hiring jouinejmcn bnckl.iyers, w'ho laid out the 
amount of their w.iges in food and clothing, which weie also produced by 
labour and capital. He, howevci, dctei mines to prefer velvet, for which 
Ik thus creates <in extra jlemand. This demand cannot be satisfied with- 
out an extra supply, nor can the supply be produced without an extra 
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capital : where, then,jis t|je capital to come from? Theic is nothing in 
the consumer s changt of purpose which makes the capital of the country 
greater than it otherwise was. It appears, then,- that the inci cased 
(Icniand foi velvet (.oiild not foi the picscnt lie supplied, weie it not that 
the vciy ciicumslance which gave use to it has set at libeily a ca\)ilal of 
the c\act amount icrjuiiccl The very sum which the cjnsumci now 
employs in buying v^chet, foimcity passed into the hands of )ouinc\men 
bi K Llayeis, v\ lio tv])ended it in food and nctcs'.aiics, whu h they now 
either go without, or ‘-fjuec/e bj^ iIicjI competition fioin the slniics of 
other labouieis. The labour and capital, thcicfore, winch formeily pro- 
duced necessanes for the use of these biicklayeis are dcpiivcd of their 
maiket, and must look out f^r oihci employment; and they find it m 
making vcl\et for the new demand I do not mean that the veiysainc 
labour and capital which produce the necessaries tiiin themselves to pio- 
diicing the velvet , but, in some one or other of a hunched modes, they 
take the ])lnrc of that which docs dhcic was capital in evistence to do 
one of two things— to make the velvet, 01 to piodiue ncf es‘-ai ic‘s for the 
join nc\ men biicklayers , but not to do both. It was at the o[)tu»n of the 
consumer which of the two should happen , and if he chooses the velvet, 
they go without the neccssanes 

It must not be inleiied fican this, that it i*^ 01 that I am l)ound to think 
it, ad\ antagcoiis to the l.iboming class, tlwit consumeis should (\])cnd 
the.r income m sen ices rather llian in commodities dhe clittcicnre 
docs not he theie, but in then employing it or not in tlic cIikm t payment 
or maintenance of lahoui, vMthoiit the inicr\ cntion of anotliei c.ipital. 
The detiimcnt to the labouieis would have been the same if the consumer 
had persisted in building a liouse, but instead of engaging Itiboiners 
himself and paying them, h.ul given an ouler to a buildei, .incl settled the 
account aftei tlie woik was Imislicd, keeping the money in the meanwhile 
unem])lovcd Foi in this manne 1 of pioceechng, the consumei no longer 
himself maintains the laboiii, but alliacts the c ajiital of anolhei peison 
from some othci jilace or occii|)ation to (h) it, and iheiefoie docs not open 
a new' empun mciit foi laboui, but meiely changes the couisc of an e\isiing‘ 
employment 

dhe piccecling cvpkinalions havin^ been found insuffKicnt bv some 
readers, I sliall oiuieavour to cany tlieni along with me in a cliiieicnt 
mode of stating the .ogument 

Sup|)ose lliat a luli inclu icliial, A, expends a ccit.iin amount cl iily m 
wages or alms, vnIucIi, .is soon as lec eucd is expended .incl c onsumed, in 
the foim of coaise food, by tlie leieixeis .\ dies, leaving Ins ]HOpeitv to 
15 , who discontinues tins item of expendiluie, and expends in lieu of it the 
pme snm each day in delicacies foi ins own table. 1 have chosen this 
illustiation, m oider th.it llic two cases may be similar in all their 
ciicumstances, except lh.it winch is the subiect of cOinp.uison In oiclcr 
not to obscuic the essential facts of the c.i'-c by exhibiting th.ein thicaigh 
the h.azy medium «)f a money li.ins.action, let us hnthci sii|i])osc th.it A, 
and 15 after him, are l.indlords of the csl.iie cm which both the food 
consumed by the iccipients of As disbmscmcnts, and the aiticlcs of 
luxuiies supplied foi l>’s table, aie piodiued , and th.it then lent is paid 
to them in kind, they gixing picvioiis notice wh.it descnption ot piocluce 
they shall rcciuiie. The question is, whether Bs cxpcndituie gives 
as much employment 01 as much food to his •pool cr neighbours as A’s 
gave. 
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From the case as stated, it seems to follow, that while A lived, that 
portion of his income which he expended ir^ wai es or alms, would be 
drawn by him from the farm in the shape of food for labourers, and would 
be used as such ; ^^hlle B, uho came after him, would reqiiiie, instead of 
this, an equivalent value in e\pensi\c articles of food, to be consumed in 
his own household that the faimcr, thcicforc, would, under B’s icgime, 
produce that much less of oidinary food, and more of expensive delicacies, 
for each day of the ve.ir, than was pioduccd in A’s tune, and that theie 
would be that amount less of food shared, throughout the year, among 
the labouiing and poorer classes Thiftis wh.it would be confoimabic to 
our fourth theoicm Those who think diftcicnlly, must, on the other 
hand, suppose that the luxuries requiied by B would be produced, not 
instead of, but in addition to, the food prev lously supplied to A’s laboureis, 
and that the aggiegate produce of the counliy would be inc'i eased in 
amount. But when it is asked how this double production would be 
eftected— how the farmer, whose capital and labour weie already fully 
employed, would be enabled to supply the new wants of B, without 
producing less of other things ; the only mode which presents itself is 
that he should first produce the food, and then, giving that food to the 
labourers whom A formeily fed, should by means of their labour produce 
the luxuries wanted by 15 1 his, accoidingly, when the objectors are hard 

picsscd, appeals to be really^dicii meaning. But it is an obvious answ'cr, 
that on this supposition, B must wait for his luxuries till the second year, 
and they arc wanted this vear By the original hypothesis, he consumes 
his luxurious dinner day by day, imn fiissu with the lations ot bread and 
pqtatoes foimeil> sened out bv A to Ins labourers 'J heie is not lime to 
feed the labouicis hist, and siqiply B after w ai ds , he and they cannot 
both have tlicir wants adminisicicd to he can only satisfy his own 
demand for commodities, by leaving as much of theirs, as was formerly 
supplied fiom that fund, unsatisfied. 

It may, indeed, be lejoincd b\ an objector, that since, on the present 
showing, time is the only thing wanting to rendei the cxpcndituic of B 
consistent with as large an employment to labour as was gi\cn by A, wdiy 
may wc not suppose that B postpones his inci cased consumption of 
personal luxuncs until they can be fuinislied to him by the labour of the 
persons whom A employeeP In that case, it m.iy be said, he would 
employ and feed as much laboiii as liib picdecessois. l^ndoubtcdly he 
would ; but why ^ Because his income would be expended in exactly the 
same manner as Ins piedccessoi s ; it would be expended in wages. A 
resen cd fiom his personal consumption a fund which lie jiaid aw'ay 
diiectly to laboureis , B docs the same, only instead of jiaying it to them 
himself, he leaves it in the* hands of the fanner, who p.i)s it to them for 
him. On this sup|)osition, B, in the fiisi >eai, neither expending the 
amount, as far as lie is peisonaily concerned, m A’s manner nor in his 
owm, really saves that portion of his income, and lends it to the fanner. 
And if, in subsequent >cais, confining himself within the ycai’s income, 
he leaves the fanner in aireais to that amount, it becomes an additional 
capital with wdiich the fanner may permanently employ and feed A’s 
labourers. Nobody pretends that such a change as this, a change 
from spending an inc,ome in wages of labour, to saving it for invest- 
ment, deprives any labourers of employment. What is affirmed to 
have that effect is, the change from hiring labourers to buying commo* 
dities for personal use ; as icpicscntcd by our original hypothesis 
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In oar illustration we have supposed no buying or selling, or use ol 
money. But the case as we have put it, roricsponds with actual fact In 
eveiything except the tietails of the mechanibin. The whole of any 
country is virtually a single farm and manufactory, from which every 
member of the community diaws his appointed sliaie of the pioduce, 
having a cert.iin number of counteis, called pounds steiling, put into his 
hands, which, at his convenience, he bungs back and exchanges for such 
goods as he piefers, up to the limit of the amount He does not, as in 
our supposititious case, give notice bcfoichand wh.it things he shall 
leciuiie , but the dealeis and p^oduceis aie quite capable of finding it out 
by obseivation, and any change in the demand is promptly followed by 
an adaptation of the supply to it. If a consumer changes fiom paying 
away a pait of his income in wages, to spending it that same day (not 
some subscciuent and distant day) in things foi his own consumption, and 
perseveres m this altciecl piactice until production has had time to adapt 
itself to the alteration of demand, theie will fiom that time be less food 
and other ai tides for the use of labouiers, produced in the countr}', by 
exactly the value of the extia luxiiiies now demanded , and the laboureis, 
as a class, will be worse off by that precise amount 

Thus, in whatc\er manner the question is stated, we aic biought back 
to the conclusion, that a demand delayed until the work is completed, and 
furnishing no adNances, but only icimbuising achanccs m.idc by others, 
conliibutcs nothing to the', demand for laboui , and that what is so 
evp”iulecl, IS, in all its effects, so far as legards the employment of 
the laboui mg class, .1 mcie nullity it does not and cannot create any 
cmplo) ment excejH .it the expc'iise of othci einplc))ment which existed 
before ♦ 

The eiror, nc\eitheless, IS a most natnial one, and has first appear- 
ances strongly on its side Although a demand foi velvet docs nothing 
more in regard to the cini)lc)ymeiu for labour and cajiital, than to 
determine so much of the emplcn incut tliat alicady existed, into that 
particular channel instead of any other ; still, to the produccis alicady 
engaged in the velvet manufactuic, .ind not intending to quit this is of 
the utmost impoitancc 'I'o them, a falling off m the demand is a real 
loss, and one which, even if none of then goods finally perish unsold, may 
mount to any height, up to that which would make them choose, as the 
smaller evil, to letiic fiom the business On the conti.uy, an incieased 
demand enables them to extend their liansactions to make a profit upon 
a larger capital, if lhc\ h.ivc it, 01 can boriow' it ; and, tinning over their 

* The gi omuls of a proposition, when well unilei >.100(1, usually give a tolerable 
indication of the liimlaiions ot it There 's a case m vxhuh a demand for com- 
modities maj' create employment for labour, namelv, when the labourer is already 
fed, without being fully employed. Woik whiehcan he done in the spare hours 
of persons ‘‘uhsistiri from some other source, can (as we before rciiiaiked) be under- 
taken without withdrawing cajutal from other occupations, beyond the amount 
(often very small) rc(iuiic(l to repay the expense of tools and materials. The 
reason of our prfnciple thus failing, the principle itself fails, and employment of 
this kind may, by the spungmg up of a deiinml for the commodity, be called into 
existence without depriving labour of an equivalent amount of employment m 
another quarter. The demand does not, even in this case, ojicrate on labour any 
olherw'ise than through the medium of an existing capil.il, biit it allords an induce- 
ment which causes that capital to set in motion a greater amount of labour than it 
did before. • 
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Capital more rapidly, they will employ their labourers more constantly, or 
employ a greater number than before. So that iin increased demand for 
a commodity does really, in the particular department, often cause a 
greater employment to be gi\rn to labour by the same capital. The 
mistake lies in not perceiving that in the cases supposed, this ad\ anlage 
is given to labour and capital in one department, only by being ^Mth- 
drawn from another ; and that when the chan,i;e has produced Us natiii.il 
effect of attr.ictmg into the employment additional capital pioportional to 
the increased demand, the advantage itself ceases. 

The demand for comniocluics is a coitsideiation of importance rather 
in the theory of e.xchange, than in that of production. Looking at things 
in the aggregate, and permanently, the remuneration of the producer is 
derived fiom the productive power of his own cajiilal. The sale of the 
produce for money, and the subsequent e'^jiciKliiuic of the money in 
buying other commodities, are a mere exchange of equivalent values, for 
mutual accommodation It is true, that the division of cmj)Ii)yincnts 
being one of the pimcipnl means of inciea^ing the piodiictivc po'wet of 
labour, the povvci of cxch inging gives ii^c to .i gieat inriease of the 
produce ; but even then it is piodiution, not cxdiangc, which icmuneiates 
labour and capital. We cannot too stiictly leprescnt to ouiselvcs the 
operation of exchange, whether conducted by biiiier or thioiigli the 
medium of money, as the meic mechanism by which c.uh pcism 
transforms the lemiineiation of Ins labour or of his (a])Ual into the 
particular shape in which it is most convenient to him to possess it ; but 
in no wise the source of the leinuneiation itself 

§ 10 The preceding pnnciplcb dcinonstiate the f.ill.icy of many popular 
arguments anddoctiine^ which are contiiui.illv icproducing themselves in 
new forms. For example, it has been contended, and by some from 
whom better things might have been cxpec'lcd, that the aiguinent for the 
income tax, grounded on its falling on the higliei and middle classes only, 
and sparing the poor, is an eiror ; some have j;one so fai as to say, an 
imposture; because in taking fiom the iich what they would h.ive 
expended among the poor, the tax injures the poor as much ns if it had 
been directly levied fiom them Of this doi time wc now know wli it to 
thinlv. So far, indeed, as what is tal en from the iich m taxes, would, if 
not so taken, have been saved and conv cited into cajiiial, oi even 
expended in the maintenance and wages of servants oi of any class of 
unproductive labouieis, to that extent the demand for laboui is no doubt 
diminished, and the poor injuriously affected, by any tax on the rich ; 
and as these effects are almost alw,iys proclucccl in a grcatcT or less 
degree, it is impossible so to tax the rich as that no portion whatever of 
the tax can fall on the poor. lUit even hcic the ciucstion aiiscs, whether 
the government, after receiving the amount, will not lay out as gieat a 
portion of it m the diiect puichase of labour, as the tax-p'^yers would have 
done. In regard to all that portion of the tax, which, if not paid to 
the government, would have been consumed in the foim of commodities 
(or even expended m services if the payment has been 'advanced by a 
capitalist), this, according to the piinciples we have investigated, falls 
definitely on the rich, and not at all on the poor. There is exactly the 
same demand for labour, so far as this portion is concerned, after the tax, 
as before it. The capital which hitherto employed the labouieis of the 
country, remains, and is stil} capable of employing the same number. 
There is the same amount of produce paid in wages, cr allotted to defray 
the feeding and clothing of laboui crs. • 
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If those against wliom I am now contending were in the right, it would 
be impossible to tax ahybcftly except the poor. If it is taxing the labourers, 
to tax what is laid out m the produce of labour, the labouring classes pay 
all the taxes. The same argument, however, equally proves, that it is im- 
possible to tax the labourers at all ; since the tax, being laid out either in 
labour or m commodities, comes all back to them ; so that taxation has 
the singular property of falling on nobody. On the same showing, it 
would do the labourers no harm to take from them all they have, and dis- 
tiibute It among the other members of the community. It would all be 
“ spent among ihcm,^^ which on tms iheoiy comes to the same thing. The 
erior is produced by not looking diiectly at the realities of the pheno- 
mena, but attending only to the outward mechanism of paying and 
spending. If we look at the cfiects produced not on the money, w^hich 
merely changes hands, but on the commodities which are used and con- 
sumed, w'e see that, in consequence of the income-tax, the classes w^ho 
pay it do really diminish their consumption. Exactly so far as they do 
this, they arc the peisons on whom the bax falls. It is defrayed out of 
what they w'ould otherwise have used and enjoyed. So far, on the ether 
hand, as the burthen falls, not on what they would have consumed, but 
on w hat they w’ould have saved to maintain production, or spent in main- 
taining or paying unproductive labouiers, to that extent the tax forms a 
deduction from what w'ould have been useePand enjoyed by the labouring 
classes. lJut if the government, as is probably the fact, expends fully as 
much of the amount as the tax-payers would have done in the direct em- 
ployment of labour, as in hiring sailors, soldiers, and policemen, or in 
paying off debt, by which last operation it even inci eases capital ; the 
labouiing classes not only do not lose any employment by the tax, but 
may possibly gam some, and the whole of the lax falls exclusively where 
It WMS intended 

All that poi lion of the pi oduce of the country wdiich any one actually 
and literally consumes for his owm use, docs not contribute in the smallest 
degiee to the maintenance of labour. No one is benefited by mere con- 
sumption, except the person w'ho consumes. And a pci son cannot both 
consume his income liimself, and make it o\cr to be consumed by others. 
Taking away a ceitain poition by taxation cannot deprive both him and 
them of it, but only him or them. To know^ which is the sufferer, we 
must understand whose consumption will have to be retrenched in con- 
sequence ; this, whoever it be, is the person on whom the tax really falls. 


ciiaptp:r VI. 

ON CIRCUI.AllNG AND IIXKD CAriTAL. 

§ I. To complete our explanations on the subject of capital, it is neces- 
saiy to say somi^lhmg of the tw'o species into w’hich it is usually divided. 
The distinction is very obvious, and though not named, has been often 
adverted to, in the two preceding chapters : but it is now proper to define 
it accurately, and to point out a few of its consequences. 

Of the capital engaged in the production of any commodity, there is a 
part which, after being once used, exists no longer as capital ; is no longer 
capable of rendering seivice to productioi, or at least not the same 
service, or to the same sort of production. Such, for example, is the 
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portion of capital which consists of materials. tiThe tallow and alkali of 
which soap is made, once used in the maniifactiiie, are destroyed as 
alkali and tallow ; and cannot be employed any further in the soap manu- 
facture, althougli, in their altered condition, as so.ip, they are capable of 
being used as a material or an insliument in other branches of manu- 
facture. In the same division must be placed the portion of capital which 
is paid as the wages, or consumed as the subsistence, of labouicrs 'J'hat 
part of the capital of a cotton spinner which he pajs away to his woik- 
people, once so paid, exists no longer as his ( .ipital, or as a cotton spinner’s 
capital : such portion of it as the workmen consume, no longer exists as 
capital at all . even if they save any part, it exists not as the same but as 
a fresh capital, the rci^ult of a second act of accumulation. Capital which 
in this manner fulfils the whole of its office m the production in which it 
is engaged, by a single use, is called Circulating Capital. The tcim, 
W’hich IS not very appropriate, is dciived fiom the ciicuinstance, that this 
portion of capital iccpiiics to be constantly renewed by the sale of the 
finished pioduct, and when renewed is peipetually parted with in buying 
materials and paying wages ; so that it docs its work, not by being kept, 
but by changing hands. 

Another huge portion of capital, howevei, consists in instruments of 
production, of a more or less *pcnnanent cliaiacter , which piocluce their 
effect not by being parted with, but by being kept , and the efficacy of 
which is not exhausted by a single use. To this belong buildings, 
machinery, and all oi most things known by the name of implements or 
tools. 1 he dm ability of some of these is considciable, and then function 
as productive instruments is* prolonged thiough many icpetitions of the 
productive operation In this class must likewise be included capital 
sunk (as the expicssion is) m permanent impiovcmcnts of land. So 
also the capit.il expended once for all, in the commencement of an under- 
taking, to prepaie the way for subsequent operations the expense of 
opening a mine, for example ; of cutting canals, of making loads or 
docks. Other examples might be added, but these .iic sufficient. C'apital 
which exists in any of these durable sh.tpes, and the letiiin to which is 
spre.'id over a peiiod of conesponding duiation, is called fixed Capital. 

Of fixed capital, some kinds requiic to be o( casionally or pciiodically 
renewed Such are all implements and buildings , they icqiine, at 
intervals, partial icncwal b> means of nqiaiis, and are at last entirely 
worn out, and c.annot be of any fuithcr sen ice as buildings and imple- 
ments, but fall back into the class of mateiials. In other cases, the 
capital docs not, unless as a consequence of some unusual accident, 
require entire rcnew-al but theic is always some outlay needed, either 
regularly or at Ic.ist occasionally, to keep it up. A dock or a canal, once 
made, does not require, like a mac hinc, to be made ag.in ^ unless purposely 
destroyed, or unless .an earthquake oi some similar calastiofdic has filled 
it up : but regular and fiequcnt outlays arc ncccssruy to kccij it in icpair. 
The cost of opening a mine neciK not Ijc incmied a second lime ; but 
unless some one goes to the expense of keeping the mine dear of water, 
it IS soon rcndeied useless. 'Jhe most pci manent of all kinds of fixccl 
capital is that employed in giving increased jiroductivcness to a natural 
agent, such as land. The draining of marshy or inundated tr.icls like the 
Bedford Level, the reclaiming of land from the sea, or its jnotcction by 
embankments, are improvements calculated for peipctuity; but drams 
and dykes require fiequcnt repaiis. ' The same character of perpetuity 
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belongs to the improveiifbnt of land by subsoil draining, which adds sc 
nuich to the productiveness of the clay soils ; or by permanent manures, 
that is, by the addition to the soil, not of the substances which enter into 
the composition of vegetables, and which aie therefore consumed by 
vegetation, but of those which merely alter the relation of the soil to air 
a id water ; as sand and lime on the heavy soils, clay and marl on the 
light. Even such works, however, lequire some, though it may be very 
little, occasional outlay to maintain their full effect. 

These improvements, how^exei, by the very fact of their deserving that 
title, produce an increase of return, which, after defraying all expenditure 
necessary for keeping them up, still leaves a suipliis This surplus foims 
the return to the capital sunk in the fust instance, and that leturn does 
not, as m the case of machinery, terminate by the wearing out of the 
machine, but continues for e\er The land, thus mcieased in productive- 
ness, bears a value in the inaiket, proportional to the increase • and 
hence it is usual to consider the capital which was in\ested, or sunk, in 
making the impio\cmcnt, as still existing m the increased value of the 
land. There must be no mistake, however. The capital, like all other 
capital, has been consumed. It was consumed in maintaining the 
labouiers v\ho executed the improvement, and m the wear and tear of the 
tools by which they were assisted. l>ut ft w'as consumed pioductively, 
and has left a peimanent lesult in the improved pioductueness of an 
appropriated natural agent, the land. We may call the increased produce 
the joint result of the land and of a capital fixed in the land But as the 
capital, having m reality been consumed, cannot be withdrawn, its pro- 
ductiveness IS thenceforth indissolubly blended with that arising from the 
original qualities of the soil ; and the remuneration for the use of it thencc- 
foith depends, not upon the laws which govern the returns to labour and 
capital, but upon those which govern the recompense for natuial agents. 
What these are, we sh.dl sec hereafter* 

§ 2. There is a gieat difference between the effects of circulating and 
those of fixed capital, on the amount of the gross produce of the coimtiy. 
( irculating capit.d being desliovcd as such, oi at any rate finally lost to 
the owMier, by a single use ; and the pioduct lesulting fiom that one use 
being the only source from which the owner can replace the capital, or 
obtain lemuneration for its pioductive employment ; the pioduct must of 
course be sufficient for those piiiposcs, or in other words, the lesiilt of a 
single use must be a icproduction equal to the whole amount of the 
circulating capital used, and a piofit besides. This, however, is by no 
means necessary in the case of fixed capital Since machinery, for 
example, is not wdiolly consumed by one use, it is not necessaiy that it 
should be wholly replaced fiom the pioduct of that use. The machine 
answ^ers the purjibse of its owner if it bungs in, during each interval of 
time, enough to co^er the expense of rcpaiis, and the deterioration in 
value w'hich th« machine has sustained dining the same tune, with a 
surplus sufficient to }icld the oidinary profit on the entiie \alue of the 
machine. 

From this it follows that all increase of fixed capital when taking place 
at the expense of circulating, must be, at least temporal ily, piejudiual to 
the inteiesls of the laboureis. This is true, not of machinery alone, but 
of all improvements by which capital is sunk ; that is, rendered pe^ 

- * Infra, book ii. chap, xvi. On RmL 
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manently incapable of being applied to the maintenance and remuneration 
of labour. Suppose that a person faims his own land, with a capital of 
two thousand quarters of coin, employed in maintaining labourers during 
one year (for simplicity we omit the consideiation of seed and tools), 
whose labour produces him annually two thousand four hundred quarters, 
being a profit of twenty per cent This profit wc shall suppose that he 
annually consumes, carrying on his operations from year to year on the 
original capital of two thousand quaitocs. Let us now suppose that by 
the expenditure of half his capital he effects a permanent impro\emcnt of 
his land, which is executed by half his labourers, and occupies them for a 
year, after which he will only require, for the effectual cultivation of his 
land, half as many labourers as before. The remainder of his capital he 
employs as usual. In the first year there is no diffcience in the condition 
of the labourers, except that part of them Wave received the same pay for 
an operation on the land, which they previously obtained for ploughing, 
sowing, and reaping. At the end of the year, however, the impio\cr has 
not as before a capital of two thousand quarters of corn Only one 
thousand quarters of his capital ha\e been reproduced in the usual way : 
he has now only those thousand quarters and his improvement. He will 
employ, m the next and in caJi following year, only half the number of 
labourers, and will divide among them only half the former quantity of 
subsistence. The loss will soon be made up to them if the improved land, 
with the diminished quantity of Libour, piocluces two thousand four 
hundred quarters as before, because so enormous an accession of gain 
will probably induce the improver to save a part, add it to his capital, and 
become a larger employer of labour. But it is conceivable that this may 
not be the case; for (supposing, as we may do, that the improvement 
will last indefinitely, without any outlay wmith mentioning to keep it up) 
the improver will have gained largely by his improvement if the land now 
yields, not two thousand four hundred, but one thousand five hundred 
quarters ; since this will replace the one thousand (juartcis forming his 
present circulating capital, with a profit of twenty-five per cent (instead 
of twenty as before) on the whole capital, fixed and circulating together. 
The improvement, therefore, may be a very piofitable one to him, and yet 
ver>' mjuiious to the labourcis. 

The supposition, in the terms in w'hich it has been stated, is piiiely 
ideal ; or at most applicable only to such a case as that of the conversion 
of arable land into pasture, .ivhich, though formerly a common practice, 
is regarded by modern agriculturists as the revcisc of an improvement. 
The effect of the agricultural improvements of the present day (of those, 
at least, which operate on the soil itself;,* is to incieasc, not to dimmish, 
the gross produce. But this does not affect the substance of the argu- 
ment. Suppose that the improvement does not ojicrate in the manner 
supposed— does not enable a part of the labour pi eviously employed on 
the land to be dispensed with— but only enables the same labour to raise 
a greater produce. Suppose, too, that the gi cater produce, which by 
means of the improvement can be laisecl fiom the soil with the same 
labour, is all wanted, and will find purchasers. The improver will in 
that case require the same number of labourers as before, at the same 
wages. But where will he (jnd the means of paying them ? He has no 

* For the distinction between these and the other kind of improvements, which 
do not take effect upon the soil itself, but* upon the operation of culUvaling it, see 
infra, chap. xii. of the present book, § 3, 
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longer his "original capital of two thousand quarters disposable for the 
purpose. One thousand of them are lost and gone— consumed in making 
the improvement If he is to employ as many labouicrs as before, and 
pay them as hit^hly, he must borrow, or obtain from some other source, 
a thousand quarteis to supply the deficit. Ilut these thousand quarters 
already maintained, or weie destined to maintain, an equualcnt quantity 
of labour. 'Ihcy aie not a jresh creation; their destination is only 
changed fiom one pioductue employment to another; and though the 
agriculturist has made up the deficiency in his own circulating capital, 
the breach in the ciiculating capital of the community remains unre- 
paired. 

I cannot assent to the argument relied on by most of those who con- 
tend that machineiy can ne\er be injurious to the labouring class, 
namely, that by cheapening production it creates such an increased 
demand for the commodity, as enables, ere long, a gi eater number of 
persons than ever to find employment in producing it. The fact, though 
too broadly stated, is, no doubt, often tiue. The copyists nho were 
thrown out of employment by the imention of printing, were doubtless 
soon outnumbered by the compositors lyid pressmen who took their 
place : and the number of labouring persons now occupied in the cotton 
manufacture is many times greater thanweie so occupied previously to 
the inventions of Hargrea\es and Arkwiight, which shows that besides 
the enormous fi\ed capital now embarked in the manufactuie, it also 
employs a far laiger cii dilating capiUal than at any former time. But if 
this capitil was cliawn from other employments ; if the funds wdiich took 
the place of the capital sunk in costly machinery, w’cie supplied not by an 
additional saving consequent on the improvements, but by drafts on the 
geneial capital of the community ; what better are the labouring classes 
for the meie transfer? In what manner is the loss they sustained by the 
conversion of circul.iting into fixed capital, made up to them by a mere 
shifting of part of the remainder of the curulating capital from its old 
employments to a now one ? 

All attempts to make out that the labouiing classes as a collective body 
cafwot suffer by the intioduction of machineiy, or by the sinking of 
capital in permanent impro' ements, are, I conceue, necessarily fallacious. 
That they w'ould suffer in the particular department of industiy to which 
the change applies, is generally admitted, and ob\ious to common sense ; 
but It is often said, that though employmeft is withdrawn from labour in 
one depaitmcnt, an exactly equivalent employment is opened for it in 
others, because wdiat the consumers save in the increased cheapness of 
one particular aiticle enables them to augment their consumption of 
others, thereby increasing the demand for other kinds of labour. This is 
plausible, but, as we saw in the last chapter, in\ oh es a fallacy ; demand 
for commodities^ being a totally different thing from demand for labour. 
It is true, the consumers have now additional money to buy other things, 
but this will not cicate the other things, unless there is capital to produce 
them ; and the improvement has not set at libcity any capital, if even it 
has not absorbed some fiom other employments. I’he supposed increase 
of production and of employment for labour in other departments there- 
fore will not take place ; and the increased flemand for commodities by 
some consumeis, will be balanced by a cessation of demand on the part 
of others, namely, the labcluieis who were supeiscded by the improve- 
ment, and who will now be maintained, if at all, by sharing, either in tbt 
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way of competition or of charity, in what was pieviously consumed by 
other people. 

§ 3. Neveitbcless, I do not believe that as things aic actually trans- 
acted, improvements m production arc often, if e\er, iiijuiious, e\en 
temporarily, to the labouring" classes in the aggregate. They would be 
so if they took place suddenly to a great aiiioiint, because much of the 
capital sunk must nccessaiily in that casc^'be piOMded from funds alieady 
employed as circulating capital. But impiovemcnls are always intro- 
duced very gradually, and arc seldom or ne\cr made by withdi awing 
circulating capital fiom actual pioduction, but aie made by the employ- 
ment of tlie annual increase. 1 doubt if thcic would be found a single 
example of a great inciease of fixed capital, at a time and place w'heie 
circulating capital was not rapidly increasing likewise. It is not in poor 
or backward countiies that great and costly impio\cnicirs in production 
are made 'lo sink capital in land for a permanent reluin— to intiodiice 
expensue machinery— aie acts involving immedi.itc sacrifice foi distant 
objects ; and indicate, in the first place, tolerably complete security of 
property ; in the second, a consideiahle actuity of industrial enterprise ; 
and in the third, a high standafcl of \vhat has been called the ‘cfteclive 
desire of accumulation which thice things are the elements of a society 
rapidly piogicssne in its amount of capital. Although, iheiefoie, the 
labouring classes must sufier, not only if the increase of fixed capital 
takes place at the e\pcnsc of ciiculating', but even if it is so large and 
rapid as to letaid that oidinary incicase to which the giowth of popu- 
lation has habitually adapted itself, yet, m point of fact, this is very 
unlikely lo happen, since iheie is probably no country whose fixed capital 
increases in a ratio mcie than piopoitional to its circulating If the 
whole of the lailways which have lately obtained the sanction of ]*arlia- 
ment were constiucted in the times fixed for the completion of each, this 
improbable contingency would, most likely, be icali/cd , but this very 
case is even now affoiding an example of the didicultics which oppose 
the diversion into new channels of any considerable poition of the capital 
that supplies the old . difficulties generally much moie than sufficient 
to prevent enlcrpiises that involve the sinking of capital fiom extending 
themselves with such rapidity as lo impair the souiccs of the existing 
employment for laboui. 

To these considemtions mui# be added, that even if improvements did 
for a time decrease the aggregate pioduce and the circulating capital of 
the community, they would not the less tend m the long run to augment 
both. They inciease the return to capital; and of this inciease the 
benefit must necessarily accrue cither to the capitalist M gi cater profits, 
or to the consumer m diminished prices , affording, in either case, an 
augmented fund fiom which arcumulalion may be made; while enlarged 
profits also Iiold out an mcicascd iikUicciikmU to arc uiiiLil.ition In the 
case we befoic selected, in vvliicdi the immediate result of the imjirove- 
ment was to diminish the gioss produce fiom two thouband four hundred 
quarters to one thousand five liundied, yet the piofit of the capitalist 
being now five bundled cjuarters instead of four hundred, the extra one 
hundred quarters, if regu'arl^ saved, will in a few >c<irs icplace the one 
thousand quarleis subti acted from his circulating capital. Now the 
extension of business which almost certainly follow’s m any department 
in which an improvement has been made, affords a strong inducement to 
those engaged m it to add to their capital ; and hence, at the slow pace 
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at which improv'ements are usually introduced, a great part of the capital 
which the improvement ultimately absorbs is diawn from the increased 
profits and increased savings which it has itself called forth. 

This tendency of improvements in production to cause increased 
Accumulation, and thereby ultimately to mciease the gross produce, even 
if temporarily diminishing it, will assume a still more decided character 
if it should appear that there are assignable limits both to the accumula- 
tion of capital, and to the incrAse of production from the land, which 
limits once attained, all further incrctase of produce must stop ; but that 
improvements m production, whatever may be iheir other ciTects, tend to 
throw one or both of these limits farthci off Now, these are truths which 
will appear in the clearest light in a subsequent stage of our investigation. 
It v\ill be seen, that the quantity of capital which will, or even which can, 
be accumulated in any country, and the amount of gross produce which 
will, or even which can, be raised, bear a proportion to the state of the 
arts of production there existing ; and that every improvement, ev^en if 
for the time it diminish the circulating capital and the gross produce, 
ultimately makes room for a larger amount of both, than could possibly 
have CMStcd otherwise. It is this which is the conclusive answer to the 
objecrions against machinery ; and the piooT thence arising of the ultimate 
benefit of mechanical inventions to the human race, will hereafter be seen 
to be conclusive* Hut this does not discharge governments from the 
obligation of alleviating, and if possible preventing, the evils of which this 
source of ultimate benefit is or may be productive to an existing genera- 
tion. If the sinking or fixing of capital in machinery or useful works, 
were ever to proceed at such a pace as to impair maleiially the funds for 
the maintenance of labour, it would be incumbent on legislators to take 
measures for moderating its rapidity : and since improvements which do 
not diminish employment on the whole, almost alvvavs ihiovv some 
particular class of labouicrs out of it, there cannot be a more legitimate 
object of the legislatoi*^s care than the interests of those who are thus 
sacrificed to the gains of their fellovv’^'Citizens and of posleiity. 

To retuin to the theoretical distinction between fixed and circulating 
capital Since all wealth which is destined to be employed for icproduc- 
tion comes within the designation of capital, ihcie are parts of capital 
which do not agree w ith the definition of either species of it ; for instance, 
the stock of finished goods which a manufacturer or dealer at any lime 
possesses unsold in his w alehouses. But this, though capital as to its 
destination, is not yet capital in actual exercise . it is not engaged in pro- 
duction, but has first to be sold or exchanged, that is, convened into an 
equivalent value of some other commodities ; and therefore is not >ct 
either fixed oi ciif-ulating capital, but will liccome cithci one or the othei, 
or be cvenUially divided lietwccn them. AVilh the proceeds of his finished 
goods, a manufactuier will partly pay his workpeople, partly leplenish his 
stock of the matciials of his manufacture, and partly prov idc new buildings 
and machinery, or lepair the old ; but how much will be dexoted to one 
puiposc, and how much to another, depends on the natuic of the manu- 
factuie, and the requirements of the particular moment. 

It should be obscived further, that the portion of capital which is con- 
sumed in the form of seed or material, altjj^ough, unlike fixed capital, it 
recjuiies to be once replaced from the gross produce, stands yet in tho 

* Infra, book ivx chap, v, 
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same relation to the employment of labour aS fixed capital does. What 
is expended in materials is as much withdrawn from the maintenance and 
remuneration of labourers, as what is fixed in machinery ; and if capital 
now expended in w'ages were diverted to the providing of materials, the 
effect on the laboureis would be as prejudicial as if it were converted into 
fixed capital. This, hon ever, is a kind of change which never takes place. 
The tendency of improvements m production is always to economize 
never to inciease, the expenditure of seed or matciial for a given produce* 
and the interest of the labourers has no^detiiment to apprehend from this 
source. 


CHAPTER VII. 

ON \VH\T DEPENDS THE DEGREE OF PRODUCTIVENESS OF 
PRODUCTIVE AGENTS. 

§ 1. We haie concluded our general survey of the requisites of pioduc 
tion. We have found that they may be reduced to three . labour, capital, 
and the mateiials and motive forces afforded by nature. Of these, labour 
and the raw mateiial of the globe are piimary and indispensable. 
Natural motne poucis maybe called m to the assistance of labour, and 
are a help but not an essential, of production. The lemaining requisite, 
capital, IS itself the product of labour : its instrumentality in production is 
therefore, in reality, that of labour m an indirect shape. It does not the 
less rcquiie to be specified separately, A prcMOUs application of labour 
to produce the capital iccjuircd foi consumption during the work, is no 
less essential than the application of labour to the woik itself Of capital, 
again, one, and by far the Liigcst portion, conduces to pioduction only by 
sustaining in existence the labour which produces . the remaindci, namely, 
the instruments and materials, contiibutc to it cliicdly, m the same 
manner with natural agents, and the mateiials supplied by nature. 

We now ad\ance to the second great question m political economy; on 
what the degree of productiveness of these agents depends For it is 
evident that ihcir })roducti\e efficacy varies greatly at vanoiis limes and 
places. With tlic same populitioii and extent ofleintory, some coiiiUiies 
have a much larger amount of production than others, and’ the same 
country at one lime a greater amount than itself at anoilu i. Comji.iie 
England cither with a similar extent of teintoiy in Russia, or WMlh an 
equal population of Russians Compaie England now w ith England in 
the middle ages , Sicily, Northern Africa, or Syna at present, wath the 
same countiies in the time of their greatest prosperity, before the Roman 
conquest. Some of the causes which contribute to tins cliffeicnce of pro- 
ductiveness are ob\ious ; others not so much so. We piOccecl to specify 
several of them. 

§ 2 . The most evident cause of supeiior productivcn^iss is what aie 
called natural advantages. These aie various. Fertility of soil is one of 
the principal. In this there are great vaiiclics, from the dcseits of Arabia 
to the alluvial plains of the Ganges, the Niger, and the Mississippi. A 
favourable climate is even moic important than a rich soil. There aie 
countiics captible of being mhabitecl, but too cold to be compatible W'ltli 
agriculture. Their inhabitants cannot pass beyond the nomadic state ; 
^ey must live, like the Laplanders, by the domestication of the rein-dcer, 
if not by hunting or fishing, like the miserable Esquimaux. There are 
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Cftuntries wheie oats will ripen, but not wheat, such as the North of Scot' 
land ; others where wheat can be grown, but from excess of moisture, and 
want of sunshine, affords but a precarious crop ; as in parts of Ireland. 
With each advance towards the south, or, in the European temperate 
region, towards the east, some new branch of agriculture becomes first 
possible, then advantageous ; the vine, maize, figs, olives, silk, rice, dates, 
successively present themselves, until we come to the sugar, coffee, cotton, 
spices, etc , of climates w’hich aiso afford, of the more common agri- 
cultural products, and with only a slight degree of cultivation, two or even 
three hai vests in a year. Nor is it in agriculture alone that differences of 
climate are important. Their influence is felt m many other branches of 
production : in the durability of all work which is exposed to the air ; of 
buildings, for example. If the temples of Karnac and Luxor had not 
been injured by men, they might have subsisted m their oiigmal per- 
fection almost for ever, for the inscriptions on some of them, though 
anterior to all authentic histoiy, are fresher than is in our climate an in- 
scription fifty yeais old . while at .St. Petcrsbuig, the most massive works, 
solidly executed 111 gianite hardly a generation ago, are alieady, as 
travellers tell us, almost m a state to require reconstruction, fiom alternate 
exposure to summer heat and intense fiost. • The siipeiionty of the wov’en 
fabrics of Southern Europe over those of England in the richness and 
clearness of many of iheir colours, is ascribed to the superior quality of 
the atmosphere, for which neither the knowledge of chemists nor the skill 
of dyers has been able to provide, in our hazy and damp climate, a 
complete equivalent. 

Another part of the influence of climate consists in lessening the 
physical requirements of the producers. In hot regions, mankind can 
exist in comfort with less perfect housing, less clothing ; fuel, that essential 
necessary of life in cold climates, they can almost clispense with, except 
for industrial uses. They also require less aliment ; as experience had 
proved, long before theory had accounted for it by ascei taming that most 
of what we consume as food is not required for the actual nutiition of the 
organs, but foi keeping up the animal heat, and for supplying the neces- 
sary stimulus to the vil.il functions, which m hot climates is almost 
sufficiently supplied by air and sunsliinc. Much, thciefore, of the labour 
elsewffiere expended to piocure the incie necessaiies of life, not being 
required, more remains disposable for Us higher uses and Us enjovments; 
if the character of the inhabitants does not rathei induce them to use up 
these advantages in over-population, or in the indulgence of lepose. 

Among natural advantages, besides soil and climate, must be mentioned 
abundance of mineral pioduclions, in convenient situations, and capable 
of being vvoiked n/Uh moderate labour. Such are the coal-fields of Great 
Biitain, which do so much| to compensate its inhabitants for the diS' 
advantages of (pinnate ; and the scaiccly inferior resources possessed by 
this country and the United Stales, m a copious supply of an easily 
reduced iron ore, at no great depth below the eaith’s surface, and inclose 
proximity to coal deposits available for working it. In mountain and hill 
distncts, the abundance of natural water-power makes considerable 
amends for the usually inferior feilility of those icgions. But perhaps a 
greater advantage than all these is a maritime situation, especially when 
accompanied with good natural bai hours ; ctncl, next to it, great navigable 
rivers. These advantages consisst indeed wholly in saving of cost of 
carriage. But few who have not considered the subject, have any adequate 
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notion how great an extent of economical advtmtage this compiises ; nof, 
without having considered the influence exercised on production by ex- 
changes, and by what is called the division of labour, can it be fully 
estimated. So iinpoitant is it, that it often does more than counter- 
balance sterility of soil, and almost cvciy other natural infeiionty , espe- 
cially in that eaily stage of industry in which labour and science liavenot 
yet proMded aitificial means of communication capable of iivalling the 
natural. In the ancient woild, and in the middle ages, the most pros- 
perous cominuniiies wcie not those whhh had the hugest teiiitory, or the 
most fertile soil, but lalhei those which had been forced by natuial 
sterility to make the utmost use of a coincnicnt maiitime situation ; as 
Athens, Tyic, Maiscilles, Venice, the fiec cities on the IJaltic, and the like. 

§ 3. .So much for natuial aclxantages , the \alue of which, ccctcris 
paribus^ is too obMOUs to be e\er uncleiiated. Hut cxpciiencc testifies 
that natuial advantage^ scarcely e\cr do for a community, no moie than 
fortune and stcation do for an iiulu idiial, anything like what it lies in their 
nature, or in their capacity, to do The gieatcst achantages giatuitously 
bestowed, generally become disadxaniages Neithei now' noi m foimer 
ages have the nations possessing the best climate and soil been either the 
richest or the most powerful , but ('in so fai as icgards the mass of the 
people') generally among tlicr pooicst, though, in the midst of poxerty, 
probably on the whole the most enjoxing J Inman life in those countiies 
can be supported on so little, that the poor seldom suffei fioin anxiety, 
and in climates in winch mere existence is a jilcasure, the luxury which 
they piefer is tliat of leposc Eneigy, at the call of jiassion, they possess 
in abundance, but not that which is manifested in sustained and pci se- 
vering labour and as they seldom concern thcmsclxes enough about 
remote objects to establish good political institutions, the inccntixes to 
industry are further weakened by impel feet piotection of its fruits Suc- 
cessful production, like most other kinds c'f success, depends more on the 
qualities of the human agents, than on the circumstances inxvhich they 
work • and it is difficulties, not facilities, that nouiish bodily and mental 
energy. Accordmgdy the tribes of mankind wJio ha\c oxeiiunand con- 
quered others, and compelled them to labour for their benefit, liaxe Ijcen 
mostly real eel amidst hardship They have either been btccl in the 
forests of northein climates, or the deficiency of natural hardships has 
been supplied, as among the (jreeks and Komans, by the artificial ones 
of a rigid military discipline, troin the time xvhen the circumstances of 
modern society pei muted the discontinuance of that discipline, the South 
has no longer pioduccd conquering nations ; military vigour, as well as 
speculative thought and industrial energy, haxe all had their piincipal 
seats in the less faxoured North 

As the second, ihcicfoic, of the causes of supeiior fa'odiicliveness, xve 
may rank the gi eater energy of labour Hy this is not to be iindei stood 
occasional, but regular and habitual cncigy No one iiqdeigoes, without 
murrnuiing, a gieatei amount of occasional fatigue and haidship, or has 
his bodily powers, and such faculties of mind as he possesses, kept longer 
at their utmost stretch, than the North Amciitan Indian * yet liis indolence 
is proxerbial, whenever he has a brief lespilc fiom the |>iessure of piesent 
wants. Individuals, or races, do not differ so nui( h in the etfoits they aie 
able and willing to make under strong immediate incentives, as in their 
capacity of present exertion ior a distant object ; and in the thoioughness 
of their application to work on ordinary occasions. In this last quality 
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tire English, and perhaps*the Anglo-Americans, appear at piesent to 
surpass every other people. This efficiency of labour is connected with 
their whole character ; with their defects, as much as with their good 
qualities. The majoiity of Englishmen and Ameiicans have no life but 
in their work ; that alone stands between them and ennui. Eithei from 
original tcmpeiament, climate, or w'ant of de\clopment, they aie too 
deficient in senses to enjoy mere existence m repose ; and scaicely any 
pleasuie or amusement is jileasuie or amusement to them. Except, there- 
fore, those w'lio aie alive to some flf the nobler intciests of humanity (a 
small minority in all countiics\ tlicy ha\e little to clistiact their attention 
from w'ork, oi to divide the dominion over them with the one propensity 
which IS the passion of those who have no other, and the satisfaction of 
which comprises all that they imagine of success in life — the desiie of 
growing ncher, and getting on in the world. This last characteiistic 
belongs chiefly to those who aie in a condition supciior to day labourers ; 
but the absence of any taste for amusement, or cnioyment of repose, is 
common to all classes. Whether fiom this or any other c au^^c, the national 
steadiness and pcisistcncy of labour extends to the most improvident of 
the English woiking classes— those who never think of saving, or im- 
proving then condition. It has become the habit of the country , and 
life in i'.ngland is moic governed by habit, ah d less bypeisonal inclina- 
tion and will, than in any other countiy, except pci haps China or Japan. 
The effect is, that where hard labour is the thing lequiied, theie aie no 
labouiers like the English , though in natural intelligence, and even in 
manual dextciity, they have many supenorij. 

Encigy of labour, though not an uiujualified good, nor ore which it is 
desirable to nourish at the expense of other valuable attiibutes of human 
nature, is yet, in a ceitain mcasuic, a necessaiy condition of any gieat 
improvement among mankind To civilize a savage, he must be inspiied 
with new wants ancl dcsiics, even if not of a vciy elevated kind, provided 
that their giatification can be a moliv’C to bodily and mental exeilion. If 
the negroes of Jamaica and Dcmeiaia, after tlicir emancipation, bad con- 
tented themselves, as it was jiicdictcd they would do, with the necessaries 
of life, ancl abandoned all labour beyond the little which in a tiopiral 
climate, with a thin population ancl an abundance of the iichcst land, is 
sufficient to suppoit existence, they would have sunk into a condition 
more barbaious, though less unhappy, than their pievious state of slavery. 
Ihc motive which was most icliecl on foi inducing them to woik was their 
love of fine clothes and personal ornaments I\o one will stand up for 
this taste as in itself worthy of being cultivated, and in most societies its 
indulgence tends to impoverish rather than to ennch , but in the state of 
mind of the negroes it may have been the only incentive that could make 
them volunlanly unflcigo systematic labour, .incl so acqiiiie oi maintain 
habits of industry which may be con\ cited to moie valuable ends. As 
much as the mclusfcnal spun requiicd to be stimulated in their case, so 
much does it icquiie to be moderated in such countiies as England and 
the United Stales. Theic, it is not the dcsiic of wealth that needs to be 
taught, but the use of wealth, and appieciation of the objects of clcsiie 
W'hich wealth cannot puidiase, or for attaining which it is not requiied. 
Every real impiovement in the chaiaclcr of the English oi Ameiicans, 
whether it consist m giving them higher .vpnaiions, oi only more 
numerous and better pleasures, must necessaiily moclci.ite the all-en- 
grossing torment of their industrialism ; must dimin sb, tbeiefoie, so far 
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as it depends on that cause alone, the aggiegate productiveness of their 
labour. There is no need, however, that it should diminish that sticnuous 
and business'hkc application to the matter in hand, Mhich is one of their 
most precious cliaiac teristics ‘Whoevci ’ (says Mr Lain” «') ‘looks into 
the social economy of an English or Scotch maiuifactuiing distiict, in 
which the population has become thoiou”hly imbued with the spirit of 
prodiictueness, ^Mll observe that it is not mcicly the expertness, despatch, 
and skill of the operative himself, thJt aie comeined in the piodigious 
amount of his production in a given tunc, but the labouici who wheels' 
coal to his file, the gal w'ho makes leady his breakfast, the wdiole popula- 
tion, in shoit, from the potboy who bungs his beer, to the banker who 
keeps his employer’s cash, are inspiied with the same aleit spirit, are in 
fact working to his hand with the same quickness and ptincliialily as he 
w'oiks himself. English workmen taken to the Continent always com- 
plain that they cannot get on with their woik as at home, because of the 
slow^, unpunctual, pipe-m-mouth w'Oikmg habits of those w'ho ha\e to w^oik 
to their hands, and on whom their own activity and productiveness 
mainly depend * 

Foreigners are genciallv quite unawaie that to these qualities in 
English industry the wealth and power which they seek to emulate 
aie in reality owing, and not to the ‘ships, colonics, and commerce* 
which these qualities ha\e called into being, and which, even if annihi- 
lated, would lea\e England the iichest country in the world. An English- 
man, of almost every class, is tlie most efficient of all labouicrs, because, 
to use a common phrase, his hcait is in his work. Lut it is suiely quite 
possible to put heart into his woi^ without being incapable of putting it 
into anything else. The des’rablc medium is one which mankind have 
not often knowm how to hit . when they do labour, to do it with all their 
might, and especially wuth all tlieir mind ; but to devote to labour, for mere 
pecuniary gain, fewer hours m the day, fewer days in the year, and fewer 
years of life 

§4. The thud element w'hich determines the piodnclivcness of the 
labour of a community is the skill and knowledge thciem existing; 
w^hether it be the .skill and knowledge of the labouieis themselves, 
or of those who direct llicir labour. No illustration is lequisitc to 
show how the efficacy of inciustiy is picmiotcd by the manual dexieiity 
of those who perform mere 1 online piocesses ; by the iiUelligencc of those 
engaged in opeiations in which the mind has a considciable pait ; and by 
the amount of knowledge of natural poweis and of llie properties ot 
objects which is turned to the purposes of industry That the produc- 
tiveness of the labour of a people is limited by their know’Iedge of the arts 
of life is self-evident ; and that any progress in thoie arts, any improved 
application of the objects or powers of nature to industrial uses, 
enables the same quantity and mlensily of labour 40 laise a gi cater 
produce. 

One principal department of these impiovements consists in the inven- 
tion and use of tools and machine! y. I he manner in which these serve 
to inciease production and to cconomi/e labour, neccN not be specially 
detailed in a work like the piescnt : it will be found explained and 
exemplified, in a mannenat once scientific and populai, in Mr. IJabbage’s 
well-known ‘Economy of Machinery and Manufactures.* An entire 

* Noics of a Traveller, p. 290, 
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chapter of Mr. Babbage’s book is composed of instances of the efficacy 
of machineiy in ‘exciting forces too gieat for human power, and executing 
opcicitions two delicate for human touch.’ But to find examples of work 
which could not be performed at all by unassisted labour, we need not go 
so far. Without pumps, woiked by steam engines or olhciwisc, the water 
which collects in mines could not in many sitihitions be got iid of at all, 
and the mines, after being w'oiked to a little depth, must be abandoned : 
without ships or boats, the sea couid never ha\c been crossed ; without 
tools of some soit, tiees could not be cut down nor rocks excavated ; a 
plough, or at least a spade, i:^ neccssar>^ to any tillage of the ground. 
Very simple and rude instuimcnts, how'ever, are suificient to render 
literally possible most woiks hitheito executed by man, and subsequent 
inventions ha\c chiefly served to enable the woik to be pei formed in 
greater peifection, and, above all, with a gieatly diminished quantity of 
labour: the labour thus saved becoming disposable for other employ- 
ment. 

The use of machinery is far from being the only mode in which the 
effects of knowledge in aiding pioduction are exemplified In agiiculture 
and hortiCLihuie, machineiy has done little of impoitance, beyond the in- 
vention and progicssive improvement of tho plough and a few other 
simple instruments. The greatest agricultural inventions have consisted 
in the duect apjilicatiun of moic judicious piocesscs to the land itself and 
the plants growing on it such as lotation of crops, to avoid the necessity 
of leaving the land uncultivated for one season in every two or three ,* im- 
piovcd manuics, to len ovate its fcitility when exhausted by cropping ; 
conversion of bogs and maishcs into cultivable land ; such modes of 
pruning, and of training and propping up plants and tiees, as experience 
has shown to deserv^e the piefcrcnce ; m the case of the more expensive 
cultures, planting the lOots or seeds fin ther apait, and moie completely 
pulvciizing the soil in winch they aic placed, etc. In maniifactuies and 
commerce some of the most impoitant improvements consist m econo- 
mi/mg time ; m making the return follow more speedily upon the labour 
and outlay. Thcie aic otlici s of which the adv ant.ige consists in economy 
of matei lal, 

§ 5. But the effects of the inci cased knowledge of a community in 
increasing its vvcallh, need the less illustiation as they have become 
familiar to the most uneducated, fiom such conspicuous instances as rail- 
ways and steamships. A thing not yet, jicihaps, so well understood and 
recognised, is the economical value of the gencial difiiision of intelligence 
among the people. The number of peisons fitted to diiect and superin- 
tenct any inausiiiai enterprise, or even to execute any process which can- 
not be reduced almost to an affair 01 memorv and 1 out me, is always far 
short of the demand ; as is evident fiom the enoimoiis diffciencc between 
the salaiies paid to such pci sons, and the wages of oidinary labour. The 
deficiency of practfeal good sense, whuh lenders the majoiity of the 
labouiing class, in this and many other countiies, such bad cakulators— 
which makes, for instance, their domestic economy so impi evident, lax, 
and 11 regular— must dis(jiialify them for any but a low grade of intelligent 
labour, and lender their industry far less productive than with equal 
energy it otherwise might be The impoitai^cc, even in this limited 
aspect, of popular education, is well woiiliv of the attention of politicians, 
especially in England ; since competent observers, accustomed to employ 
labourers of various nations, testify that in the woikmcn of other countries 
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they often find great intelligence wholly apart from instruction, but that 
if an English labourer is anything but a hewer of wood and drawer of 
water, he is indebted to education (though often to self-education) for it.* 
The moral qiudities of the labouicrs are fully as important, to the 

* Extracts from the evidence of Mr Etcher, of Zurich (an engineer and cotton 
manufacturer employing nearly tv\o thousand working men of many different 
nations), annexed to the Report of the Poor Law Commissioners in 1S40, on the 
training of pauper children. 

‘ The Italians’ quickness of perception is shown in rapidly comprehending any 
new descriptions of labour put inUi their hands, m a power of quickly compre- 
hending the meaning of then employer, of adapting tliemselves to new circum- 
stances, much be\oncl wliat any other cla^^ses have The French w'^orkmen have 
the like naluial characteristics, only in a somewhat lower degree. The English, 
Swiss, German, and Dutch w'oikmcn, w'c find, ha\e all much slower natural com- 
prehension. As workmen onijfy the preference is undoubtedly due to the English; 
because, as w'e find them, they are all trained to special branches, on which they 
have had comparatively superioi training, and have concentrated all their thoughts. 
As men of business or of general usefulness, and as men with whom an employer 
would best like to be surrounded, I should, however, decidedly prefer the Saxons 
and the Sw’iss, Imt more especially the Saxons, because they liavc had a very care- 
ful general education, which has extended their capacities beyond any special 
employment, and rendered them fit to take up, after a short preparation, any 
employment to w'liich they may be called If I have an English workman engaged 
in the erection of a steam engine, he wnll understand that, and nothing else ; and 
for other circumstances or other branches of mechanic^ however closely allied, he 
will be coinpaiativcly helpless to adapt himself to all the circumstances that nny 
arise, to make arrangements for them, and give sound advice or write clear state- 
ments and lelleis on his work m the various 1 elated blanches of mechanics ’ 

On the connexion between mental cultivation and moral trustworthiness in the 
labouring class, the same witne^^s sa5s, ‘The lietter educated workmen, we find, 
are distinguished by supciior moral habits in every resjicct. In the first place, 
they aie entiiely sober ; they arc discreet in their enjoyments, which are of a more 
rational and refined kind ; they have a taste fnr much bettci society, which they 
approach resj’iect fully, and consequently find much readici admittance to it , they 
cultivate music ; they read ; they enjoy the pleasuies of sceneiy, and make paities 
for cxcuisioiis into the country ; they are economical, and iheir economy extends 
beyond ihcir own jmrse to the slock of Ibcir master ; they are, consequently, 
honest and trustworthy.’ And in answer to a question respecting the English 
woikmcn, ‘ Whilst in respect to the work to winch iney have been specially trained 
they are the most skilful, they arc in conduct the mo,t disordeily, debauched, and 
unruly, and least 1 especial )le and trustworthy of any nation whatsoever whom we 
have employed, (and in saying this, I express the experience of every manufacturer 
on the Continent to whom 1 have spoken, and especially of the English manu- 
facturers, who make the If udrst complaints). These charncleiislics of depravity 
do not apply to the English wn.kmcn who Invc lece.vcd an iducalion, but attach 
to the others in the dcgiee m which they aic in want of it. .W lien the uneducated 
English workmen are released from the bonds of iron discipbnein which they have 
been restrained by their employers in England, and arc treated witli (he urbanity 
and friendly feehng which the more educated workmen on the Continent expect 
and receive from their employers, they, the English workmen, completely lose 
Iheir balance they do not undeistand their position, and after a ccitain time be- 
come totally unmanageable and useless. The educated English workmen m a 
short time comprehend their position, and adopt an approjiriate behaviour,* 

The entire evidence of this intclhgfnt and experienced employer of labour is 
deserving of allenlion ; as well as much testimony on similar points by othcf 
inilncsse'?» contained jn the same volumCi 
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efficiency and worth of their labour, as the intellectual. Independently 
of the effects of intemperance upon their bodily and mental faculties, and 
of flighty, unsteady habits upon the energy and continuity of their woik 
(points so easily understood as not to icquire being insisted upon), it is 
well worthy of meditation, how much of the aggregate effect of their 
labour depends on their tiustwoithiness. All the labour expended in 
watching that they fulfil their engaggment, or m vcnfying that they ha\e 
fulfilled It, is so much withdrawn fioin the real business of production, to 
be dc\oted to a subsidiaiy function rendered needful not by the necessity 
of things but by the dishonesty of men. Nor aie the gieatest outward 
precautions comparable in efficacy to the monitor within The ad\antage 
that It is to mankind to be able to trust one another, ])cnctratcs into e\ery 
crevice and cranny of human life the economical is peihaps the smallest 
part of It, yet even this is incalculable. To consider only the direct waste 
of wealth occasioned to society by human improbity ; there is in all ruh 
communities a predatory population, who lue by pillaging or oven caching 
other people ; their numbers cannot be authentically ascci tamed, but on 
the lowest estimate, m a countiylike England, it is very large. The 
SLippoit of these persons is a diiect buithen on the national industry. 
The police, and the whole appaiatus of punishment, and of criminal and 
partly of civil justice, are a second bin then rendered ncccssaiy by the 
first. 'Jhc highly paid profession of lawyers are recjuired and suppoited 
principally by the dishonesty of mankind As the standard of integrity in 
a community is higher, so aic all tlicsc expenses less. I^ut this positive 
saving is far outweighed by the increased spirit, the feeling of power and 
confidence, with wdiich works of all sorts aic planned anci earned on by 
those who feel that all wdiose aid is requiicd w’lll do their pait faithfully 
accordingto their contrac ts. C onjomt action is possible just m proportion 
as human beings can rely on each other. "1 hcie aic countiics m Kuiope, 
of first I ate industrial capabilities, where the most seiioiis impediment to 
conducting business concerns on a large scale, is the raiityof peisons who 
arc supposed fit to be ti listed with the receipt and expenditure of laigc 
sums of money Theie are nations whose commodities are looked sliNly 
upon by merchants, because they cannot depend on finding the quality of 
the article conformable to that of the sample. Such shoit-sightcd frauds 
aie far from unexampled even m English cxpoits. Everyone has heard 
of ‘ devil’s dust and among other instances given by Mr. Babbage is 
one in which a branch of export trade was for a long time actually stopped 
by the forgoiies and frauds which had occurred m it. On the other hand, 
the substantial advantage derived m business transactions from pioved 
trustworthiness, is lyt less remaikably exemplified in the same work. 
‘At one of our laigest towms, sales and pin chases on a very extensive 
scale arc made daily m the couisc of business without any of the paitics 
ever exchanging a tviittcn document’ bpicad over a whole yeai’s tians- 
actions, how gieat a return, m saving of time, tioublc, and expense, is 
brought in to the producers and dcaleis of such a town fi om their own 
integrity ! ‘ The influt nee of established charactei in producing c onfidence 
opciated in a vciy remarkable manner at the time of the exclusion ot 
British manufactures fiom the Continent duiing^ the last war. One of our 
largest establishments had been m the habit of*doing extensive business 
with a house in the centre of Germany ; but on the closing of the conti- 
nental ports against our manufactures, heavy penalties were inflicted on 
nil those who contravened the Berlin and Milan decrees. The English 
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manufacturer continued, nevertheless, to receive orders, with diiections 
how to consign them, and appointments for the time and mode of pav- 
ment, in letteis, the hanclwiiting of A\hich was known to him, but which 
were never signed except by the Christian name of one of the firm, and 
even in some mstaiKCs they w^cre without any signatuic at all These 
orders w^ere executed, and in no instance was ihcie the least irregularity 
in the paymentSi'* 

* Some minor instances noticed by Mr. Cabbage may be cited in further illus- 
tration of the waste occasioned to socict} Ihiough the inability of its members to 
trust one another. 

‘ The cost to the purchaser is the price he pays for any article, added to the 
cost of vciif}ing the fact of its having that degree of goodness for which he con- 
tracts. In some cases, the goodness of the aiticle is evident on mere inspection ; 
and in those cases there is not much dififeience of price at different shops The 
goodness of loaf sugar, for instance, can be discerned almost at a glance , and the 
consequence is, that the price is so uniform, and the profit upon it so small, that 
no grocer IS at all anxious to sell it ; whilst, on the other hand, tea, of which it is 
exceedingly difficult to judge, and which can be adulterated by mixture so as to 
deceive the skill even of a practised eye, has a great vaiiely of different prices, and 
IS that article which every giocei is most anxious to sell to his customers. The 
difficulty and expense of verification are in some instances so great as to justify 
the deviation from w'ell-establisbed pi.nciplcs. Thus it is a general maxim that 
government ran purchase any aiticlc at a cheaper late than that at which they can 
manuiartine it themselves. Ihit it has, nc\erlhekss, been considered more 
economical to build e\tcnsi\e nour-mills (such as those at Deptford), and to grind 
their own corn, tlian to verify each sack of purchased ilonr, and to employ pei sons 
in devising methods of delecting the new modes of adulteration which might be 
continually resorted to’ A similar want of confidence might deprive a nation, 
such as the United States, of a large export trade in flour. 

Again : ‘ Some years since, a mode of ])rcpaiing old clover and ticfoil seeds by a 
process called dociounq became so prevalent as to excite the attention of the House 
of Commons. It appeared in evidence lieforc a Committee, that the old seed of 
the white clover was doctored by fiist wetting it slightly, and then diying it by the 
fumes of binning sulphur ; and that the red clover seed had us colour improved by 
shaking it in a sack v\Uh a small qu.intity of indigo ; but this being detected after 
a time, the doctois then used a pieparalion of logwood, fined by a little copperas, 
and sometimes by verdigris; thus at once improving the appearance of the old 
seed, and diininialiing, if not destioymg, Us vegetuiivc power, already enfeebled by 
age. .Supposing no injury had resulted to good seed so prejiared, it was proved 
that, fioin the improved appctarance, the market price would be enhanecd by this 
process from five to tw'ent>-fivc shillings a hundred w^eight. but llic greatest evil 
arose from the circumstance of these processes rendering old and worthless seed 
equal in apiicaiance to the best. One witness had tried some doctored seed, and 
found that not above one grain in a hundied grew, am.’ that those which did 
vegetate died away afterwards ; wffiilst about eighty or ninety per cent, of good 
seed usually grows. The seed so treated was sold to retail dealers in the country, 
W'ho of course endcavouied to purcha'^c at the cheaper rate, and from them it got 
into the hands of the farmers, neither of these classes being capable of distin- 
guishing the fuaiidulent from the genuine seed. Many cultivators in consequence 
diminished their consumiUion of the article, and others were obliged to pay a higher 
price to those who had sl.ill to distinguish the mixed seed, and who had integrity 
and character to prevent them from dealing in it.* 

The same winter states ihtt Irish flax, though in natural quality inferior to none, 
sells, or did lately sell, m the maiket at a penny to twopence per pound less than 
foreign or British flax ; part of the difllrence arising from negligence m its prepara- 
tion, but part from the cause mentioned in the evidence of Air, Corry, many years 
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§ 6. Among the secondary causes which determine the productiveness 
of productive agents, the most important is Secuiity. V>y security I mean 
the completeness of the piotcction which society affords to its members. 
This consists of protection by the government and protection agaimt the 
government. The latter is the more impoitant. Where a person known 
to possess anything worth taking away, can expect nothing but to have it 
tom from him, with every circumstance of tyrannical violence, by the 
agents of a lapacious goveinment,* it is not likely that many will exert 
themselves to produce much more than necessaries. I'his is the acknow- 
ledged explanation of the poverty of many fertile tracts of Asia, which 
weie once prosperous and populous. Fiom this to the degree of security 
enjoyed in the best go\cincd paits of Euiope, theic are numerous giada- 
tions. In many provinces of Fiance, befoie the Revolution, a vicious 
system of taxation on the land, and still moie the absence of redress 
against the arbitrary exactions which were made under colour of the 
taxes, lendeied it the interest of every cultivator to appear poor, and 
therefore to cultivate badly. The only insecurity which is altogether 
paralyzing- to the active energies of producers, is that arising fiom the 
government, or fiom persons invested with its authority. Against all 
other depiedators iheie is a hope of defending one s self. Greece and the 
Gieek colonies in the ancient vvoild, Flandeis and Italy in the middle 
ages, by no means enjoyed what anyone with modem ideas would call 
secuiity: the state of society was most unsettled and turbulent; person 
and property were exposed to a thousand dangcis. Rut they weie free 
countries ; they weie neither arbitrarily oppressed, nor systematically 
plundered by their governments. Against other enemies the individual 
energy which their institutions called forth enabled them to make suc- 
cessful resistance : their labour, tlieiefoie, was eminently pioductive, and 
their riches, while they lemaincd free, were constantly on the mcicase. 
The Roman despotism, putting an end to vvais and internal conflicts 
throughout the empire, relieved the subject population fiom much of the 
former insecurity ; but because it left them under the giinding yoke of its 
own rapacity, they became enervated and impovciished until they wcie 
an easy piey to baibaious but fiec invaders. "Ihey would neither fight 
nor labour, because they were no longer suffered to enjoy that for which 
they fought and labouied. 

Secietary to the Irish Linen Foard ; ‘The owners of the flax, who aie almost 
always people in the lower classes of life, believe that they can best advance their 
own interests by imjiosmg on the buyers. Flax being sold by weight, various ex- 
pedients are used to increase it ; and every expedient is injurious, particularly the 
damping of it ; a very cianmon practice, which makes the flax aftervv aids heat. The 
inside of every bunihV: (and the bundles all vary in bulk) is often full of pebbles, or 
dirt of various kinds, ^o increase the w'eight. In this stale it is puichased and ex- 
ported to Great Ihitam.’ 

It was given in evidence befoic a G ommiltce of the House of Commons that the 
lace trade at Nottingham had grcally fallen off from the making of fraudulent and 
bad articles ; that ‘a kind of lace called sm^lc-picss was manu^'actured ' (I still 
quote Mr. Babbage), ‘ which, although good to the eje, became nearly spoiled in 
washing by the slipping of the thieads , lliat not one person in a thousand could 
distinguish the diifcrence between single-press and df>ul)lc-pre‘‘S lace; that even 
workmen and manufacturers were obliged to employ a magniiying glass for that 
purpose ; and that in another simihr article, called warp-lace, such aid was 
essential.’ 
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Much of the seciuity of person and property in modem nations is the 
effect of manners and opinion rather than of law. 'I'here are, or lately 
were, countries in Europe \\here the monarch was nominally absolute, 
but where, from the rcbtrainls imposed by established usage, no subject 
felt practically in the smallest danger of havings- his possessions aibitrarily 
seized or a contribution levied on them by the government. Theie must, 
however, be in such go\ erninenls much petty plunder and othci tyranny 
by subordinate agents, for which rq^licss is not obtained, owing to the 
A\ant of publicit) which is the oidinary character of absolute go\crnmcnts. 
In England the people are tolcrabl> uell piotected, both by institutions 
and manners, against the agents of go\ eminent ; but, for the secur.ty 
they enjoy against other e\il-doeis, they are \ci7 little indebted to their 
institutions. The laws cannot be said to affoid protection to piopcrty 
w’hen they afford it only at such a cost as renders submission to injury in 
geneial the better calculation The secuiity of property in England is 
owing (except as regaids open violence) to opinion, and the fc.ir of 
exposure, much more than to the law and the courts of justice. Of late, 
indeed, law has thrown part of its wxight into the other scale, by a course 
of legislation on the subject of insoKent debtors, w'hich is almost a direct 
encouragement to repudiation of engagements 

Independently of all imperfec."'Oli m the biihvaiks w’huh society pur- 
posely throw’s round what it recognises as property, there are various 
other inodes in which defective institutions impede the employment of the 
productive resources of a country to the best ad\antage. We shall have 
occasion for noticing many of these in the progress of our subject. It is 
sufficient here to remaik, that the efficiency of industry may be expected 
to be great, in proportion as the fruits of industry are insiiicd to the person 
exciting It ; and that all social airangcmcnts are conducive to useful 
exertion, according as they provide that the leward of e\eryone for his 
labour shall be propoi tinned as much as possible to the benefit which it 
produces. All laws or usages which favour one class or sort of persons to 
the disachantage of others , which chain up the efforts of any yjait of the 
community in pursu*t of their own good, or stand between those efforts 
and their natuial fiuits— are (indejjcndently of all other grounds of con- 
demnation) violations of the fundamental principles of e( onomical policy ; 
and lend to make the aggregate productne powcis of the community 
productive in a less degice than they would otheiwisc be. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF CO-OPERATION, OR IIIE ( OMlilNATION* OF LABOUR. 

§ I. In the cnumciation of the circumstances wffiich promote the pro- 
ductiveness of labour, we have left one untouched, .✓huh because of its 
importance, and of the many topics of discussion which it involves, 
requires to be treated apait. This is, co-opcration, or the combined 
action of numbeis. Of this great aid to production, a single department, 
known by the name of Division of J.abour, has engaged a laige share of 
the attention of political economists ; most descrveclly indeed, hut to the 
exclusion of other cases and exemplifications of the same comprehensive 
law. Mr. Wakefield was, I believe, the first to point out, that a jiart of 
the subject had, with injurious eftect, been mistaken for the whole ; that 
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a moie fuiidamcntal principk lies beneath that of the division of labour, 
and compiehends it. 

Co-operation, he t^bseives,* is ‘of two distinct kinds, fiist, such 
co-opciation as takes place when several peisons help each other in the 
same employment ; secondly, such co operation as takes place when 
several peisohs help each other in difTcient employments. These may be 
teimed Simple Co-opeiation and Complex Co-operation. 

‘The advantage of simple co-opcration is illustiated by the case of two 
greyhounds running together, vvhiclf, it is said, will kill more hares than 
four greyhounds lunning separately. In a vast number of simple opera- 
tions peifoimed by human exertion, it is quite obvious that two men 
VKorking together v\ill do moie than four, or four times four men, each of 
whom should w'ork alone In the lifting of heavy weights, for example, 
in the felling of trees, in the sawnng of timber, in the gatheiing of much 
hay or corn dining a shoit peiiod of fine w^eather, in draining a large 
extent of land dining the short season when such a work maybe properly 
conducted, in the pulling of ropes on board ship, m the rowing of large 
boats, in some mining opciations, in the erection of a scaffolding for 
building, and in the bieaking of stones for the repair of a road, so that 
the wdiole of the road shall always be kept in good older . m all these 
simple operations, and thousands more, it is absolutely necessary that 
many peisons should w'oik togethei, at the same time, in the same place, 
and 111 the same way. The savages of New^ Holland never help each 
other, even in the most simple operations , and their condition is hardly 
supeiior, in some respects it is infcnoi, to that of the wild animals which 
they now and then catch. Let anyone imagine tliat the labourers of 
England should suddenly desist from helping each other in simple 
employments, and he will see at once the prodigious advantages of 
simple co-opcr«iMon. In a countless number of cmplov ments, the produce 
of laboiii IS, up to a c'eitain point, in piopoiiion to such mutual assistance 
amongst the woikmcn. 'I'liis is the first step m social impiovement’ The 
second is, when ‘ one body of men having combined their labour to raise 
moicfoocl th.m they leciuire, anothei body of men aie induced to com- 
bine their laboui for the pin pose of producing moie clothes linn they 
requiie, and with those suiplus clothes buying the suiplus food of the 
other body of labourers ; while, if both bodies together have produced 
moie food and clothes than they both rccpiirc, both bodies obtain, by 
means of exchange, a proper capital foi setting moie labourers to work m 
then respective occupations.^ To simple co-operation, is thus superadded 
what Mr. Wakefield terms Complex Co-operation The one is the com- 
bination of sev eral labourers to help each other in the same set of opera- 
tions ; the other IS the combination of sc\eral labourers to help one 
another by a diMsion «f opeiations 

Theic IS ‘an impoitant distinction between simple and complex co- 
operation. Of the former, one is always conscious at the time of practising’ 
it : It IS obvious to the most ignoianl and vulgar e)e. Of the latter, but 
a vciy fewof the vast numbcis who practise it aie in any degree conscious. 
The cause of this distinction is easily seen When scxcral men are 
employed m lifting the same weight, or pulling the same lope, at the 
same time, and m the same place, thcie can be no sort of doubt that they 
co-operate with each othci ; the fact is impicssjd on the mind by the 


• Note to Wakefield’s edition of Adam Sruitli, vol. i. chap. 26. 



opened for any product of industry, and a greater quantity of the Artide 
is consequently produced, the increased prQduciion is not always obtained 
at the expense of some other product ; it is often a new creation, the 
result of labour which would otherwise have remained unexcited; or of 
assistance rendered to labour by improvements or by modes of co- 
operation to which recourse ^\ould not have been had if an inducement 
had not been offered for raising a larger produce. 

§ 3. Fi 0111 these considerations it appears that a country will seldom have 
a productive agriculture, unless it has a large toivn population, or the only 
available substitute, a large export trade m agricultural piodiice to supply 
a population elsewheic. I use the phrase town population for shortness, 
to imply a population non-agricultural ; v\hich will generally be collected 
in towns or large \ illages, for the sake of combination of labour. The 
application of this truth by Mr. Wakefield to the theory of colonization, 
has excited much attention, and is doubtless destined to excite much more. 
It is one of those great practical discoveries, which, once- made, appear so 
obvious that the merit of making them seems less than it is. Mr. Wake- 
field was the first to point out that the mode of planting new settlements, 
then commonly practised— setting down a number of families side by 
side, each on its piece of land, and all employing themselves in exactly 
the same manner,— though in favourable circumstances it may assure to 
those families a rude abundance of mere necessaries, can never be other 
than unfavourable to great pioduction or rapid growth : and his system 
consists of arrangements for securing that every colony shall have from 
the first a town population bearing due pioportion to its agricultural, and 
that the cultivators of the soil shall not be so widely sc.iitcied as to 
be deprived by distance of the benefit of that town population as a 
market for their produce. The principle on which the scheme is founded, 
does not depend on any theory respecting the superior productiveness of 
land held in laige portions, and cultivated by hned labour. Supposing it 
true that land yields the greatest produce when divided into small 
properties and cultivated by peasant proprietors, a towm population w’ould 
be just as necessary to induce those propnetois to raise that larger 
produce . and if they were too far from the nearest scat of non-agi icultural 
industry to use it as a market for disposing of their surplus, and 
thereby supplying their other wants, neither that surplus nor any 
equivalent for u would, generally speaking, be produced. 

It is, above all, the deficiency of town population which limits the 
products cness of the industry of a country like India. The agriculture 
of India is conducted entirely on the system of smallholdings There is, 
however, a considerable amount of combination of labour. The village 
institutions and customs, which are the real framework of Indian society, 
make provision for joint action in the cases m which it is seen to be 
necessary ; or where they fail to do so, the government (when tolerably well 
administered) steps in, and by an outlay from the revenue, executes by 
combined labour the tanks, embankments, and works of iiiigation, which 
are indispensable. The implements and proccsies of agriculture are, 
however, so vvretched, that the produce of the soil, in spite of great 
natural fertility and a climate highly favourable to vegetation, is miserably 
small : and the land might be made to yield food in abundance for many 
more than the piesent number of inhabitants, without departing from tha 
system of small hoIc\jngs. But to this the stimulus is wanting, which a 
large town population, connected with the rural districts by easy and un* 
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expensive means of communication, would afford. That town population, 
again, does not grow uj!), bQj:ausc the few wants and unaspiring spirit of 
the cultivators (joined until lately with great insecurity of property, 
from military and fiscal rapacity) prevent them from attempting to 
become consumers of town produce. In these ciicumstanccs the best 
chance of an early development of the productive resources of India, 
consists m the now rapid growth of its export of agricultural produce 
(cotton, indigo, sugar, coffee, etc.), to the markets of Europe. The 
produceis of these articles are consumers of food supplied by their fellow- 
agnculturists in India ; and the mr'kct thus opened for surplus food will, 
if accompanied by good government, raise up by degrees more c\tended 
wants and desiies, directed either towards European commodities, or 
towards things which will requiie for their production in India a larger 
manufacturing population. 

§ 4 . Thus far of the sepaiaflon of employments, a form of the combina- 
ation of labour without w'hich theie cannot be the first rudiments of 
industrial civihration. But when this separation is thoroughly established ; 
when it has become the general practice for each pioducer to supply 
many others with one commodity, and to be supplied by otheis with most 
of the things which he consumes ; reasons not less leal, though less im- 
perative, invite to a further extension of the same principle It is found 
that the productive power of labour is increased bycari^nng the separation 
further and further ; by breaking down moie and more cveiy process of 
industry into parts, so that each labourer shall confine himself to an ever 
smaller number of simple operations. And thus, in time, arise those 
remarkable cases of what is called the duision of labour, with which 
all readers on subjects of this nature are familiar. Adam Smiths illus- 
tration from pin-making, though so well knowm, is so much to the point, 
that 1 wnll venture once more to transcribe it. ‘ The business of making 
a pm is divided into about eighteen distinct opeiations. One man draw's 
out the wiie, another straights it, a third cuts it, a fourth points it, a fifth 
grinds it at the top for receiving the head ; to make the head requires tw'O 
or three distinct opeiations ; to put it on, is a peculiar business; to 
whiten the pins is another , it is even a trade by itself to put them into the 
paper. ... I have seen a small manufactoiy where ten men only w'ere em- 
ployed, and where some of them, consequently, peifoimed two or three 
distinct operations But though they were very poor, and therefoie but 
iiidififeiently accommodated with the necessary machinery, they could, 
when they e.xeited themsches, make among them about tivelve pounds of 
pins in a day. Theie are in a pound upwards of four thousand pins of a 
middling size. Those ten poisons, thciefore, could make among them 
upwards of forty-eight thousand pins in a day Each peison, therefore, 
making a tenth part of foity-eight thousand pins, might be considered as 
making four thousand eight hundied pins in a day. But if they had all 
wrought separately and independently, and without any of them having 
been educated to this peculiar business, they certainly could not each of 
them have made tw^enty, perhaps not one pm in a day.’ 

M. Say furnishes a still stronger example of the effects of di\ ision of 
labour— from a not \ery important branch of industry certainly, the 
manufacture of playing cards. ‘ It is said by those engaged in the 
business, that each card, that is, a piece of pasteboard of the size of the 
hand, before being ready for sale, does not iindeigo fewer than seventy 
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operations,^ every one of which might be ^he bccupation of a distinct 
class of workmen. And it there are not seventy classes of work-people in 
each card manufactot-y, it is because the division of labour is not carried 
so far as it might be ; because the same woikman is cliarj^ed with two, 
three, or four distinct operations. The influence of this clistiibiition of 
employments is immense. I have seen a caid manufactory wheie thirty 
workmen produced daily fifteen thousand five hundred cards, being above 
five hundred cards for each labourer ; and u may be piesumed that if each 
of these workmen were obliged to perform all the operations himself, even 
supposing him a practised hand, he would not peihaps complete two 
cards in a day : and the thirty workmen, instead of fifteen thousand five 
hundred cards, would make only sixty.’ 

In watchmaking, as Mr. } 5 abbage observes, ‘it was staled in evidence 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, that there aie a hundred 
and two distinct branches of this art, to each of which a boy may be put 
apprentice ; and that he only learns his mastei’s department, and is 
unable, after his apprenticeship has expired, without subsequent instruc- 
tion, to work at any other branch. The watch-finishei, whose business it 
is to put together the scattered parts, is the only one, out of the hundred 
and two persons, who can work in any other clepaitment than his own.’f 

§ 5. The causes of the increased efficiency given to labour by the 
division of employments are some of them too familiar to require specifi- 
cation ; but It IS worth while to attempt a complete enumeration of them. 
By Adam Smith they are reduced to thiee, ‘First, the inciease of 
dexterity in every particular workman ; secondly, the saving of the time 
which is commonly lost in passing from one species of work to another ; 
and lastly, the invention of a great number of machines which facilitate 
and abridge labour, and enable one man to do the woik of many.’ 

Of these the increase of dexterity of the inciividiial workman is the 
most obvious and univeisal. It does not follow that because a thing has 
been done oftener it will be done better. That depends on the intelli- 
gence of the w'orkman, and on the degree in which his mind w’orks along 
with his hands. But it will be done more easily. The organs themselves 

• *Ce ne sont point les momes ouvriers qui preparent le papier clont on fait les 
cartes, ni les coulcurs dont on les empreint ; et cn ne fesant attention qu’au seul 
emploi de ces matiaes, nous Irouverons qu’un jeu de cartes cst le rcsullat de 
plusieurs operations dont chacunc occupc une sene distincle d’ouvriers et 
d’ouvneres qiii s’appliquent toujours k la niemc operation. Ce sont des personnes 
diflerentes ct toujours les m6mes, qui cpluchcnt les bouchons et grosseurs qui se 
trouvent dans le papier et nuiraient ^ rcgalitc d’epaisseur ; les mcmes qiii collent 
ensemble les trois fcuilles de papier dont se comjiose le carton et (jiu le incttent en 
presse ; les menies qui colorent le cote destine k former le dos dcs cartes ; les 
ni6mes qui impriment en noir le dessin des figures; d’aiVies ouviicrs impriment 
les couleurs des memes figures ; d’autres font secher au reebaud les cartons une 
fois qu’ils sont imprimis ; d’autres s’occupent de les li«ser dessiis et dessoiis. C’est 
line occupation particuliere que de les couper d'egale din'iension ; c*en est une 
autre de les assembler pour en former des jeux ; une autre encore d’lmprimer les 
euveloppes des jeux, et une autre encore de les envclopper ; sans compter les 
fonctions des per»onncs chargees des ventes et des achats, de payer Ics ouvriers et 
de tenir les ^criturcs.’—SAY, Cours d'Econcmie Pohiique Piaiique^ vol. i., p, 34a 

It is a remarkable proof of the economy of labour occasioned by this minute 
division of occupations, Iha^ an article, the production of which is the result of 
such a multitude of manual operations, can be sold for a trifling sum. 

+ Economy of Machinery ctid Manufactwes^ 3rd Edition, p. 201. ' 
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acquire greater power ; the muscles employed grow stronger by frequent 
exercise, the sinews mbre f>liant, and the mental powers more efficient, 
and less sensible of fatigue. What can be done easily has at least a 
better chance of being done well, and is sure to be done more expe- 
ditiously. What was at first done slowly comes to be done quickly ; 
what was at first done slowly with accuracy is at last done quickly with 
equal accuracy. This is as true of mental operations as of bodily. Even 
a child, after much practice, sums up a column of figures with a rapidity 
which resembles intuition. The act of speaking any language, of reading 
fluently, of playing music at sigh^; aie cases as remarkable as they are 
familiar. Among bodily acts, dancing, gymnastic exercises, ease and 
brilliancy of execution on a musical instrument, are examples of the 
rapidity and facility acquired by repetition. In simpler manual opera- 
tions the effect is of course still sooner produced. ‘ The rapidity,’ Adam 
Smith observes, ‘with which some of the operations of certain manu- 
factures are performed, exceeds what the human hand could, by those 
who had never seen them, be supposed capable of acquiring.’* This skill 

is, naturally, attained after shorter practice, in proportion as the division 
of labour is more minute ; and will not be attained in the same degree 
at all, if the workman has a greater variety of operations to execute than 
allows of a sufficiently frequent repetition of each. The advantage is not 
confined to the greater efficiency ultimately attained, but includes also 
the diminished loss of time, and waste of material, in learning the art. 

‘ A certain quantity of material,’ says Mr. Babbage, f “ will in all cases 
be consumed unprofitably, or spoiled, by every person who learns an art ; 
and as he applies himself to each new process, he will waste some of the 
raw material, or of the partly-manufactured commodity. But if each man 
commit this waste in acquiring successively every process, the quantity 
of waste will be much greater than if each person confine his attention 
to one process.’ And in general each will be much sooner qualified to 
execute his one process, if he be not distracted wdnle learning it, by the 
necessity of acquiring others. 

The second advantage enumerated by Adam Smith as arising from 
the division of labour, is one on w'liich I cannot help thinking that more 
stress IS laid by him and others than it deserves. To do full justice to 
his opinion, 1 will quote his own exposition of it. ‘ The advantage which 
is gained by saving the time commonly lost in passing from one sort of 
work to another, is much greater than we should at fiist be apt to imagine 

it. It is impossible to pass very quickly from one kind of work to 
another, that is caiTicd on in a different place, and wuth quite different 
tools. A country weaver, who cultivates a small farm, must lose a good 

* ‘ In aslronomical observations, the senses of the operator are rendered so acute 
by habit, that he can estimate differences of tunc to the tenth of a second ; and 
adjust his measuring ift>trunient to graduations of which five thousand occupy only 
an inch. It is the same throughout the commonest processes of manufacture. A 
child who fastens oi^the heads of pins will repeat an operation requiring several 
distinct motions of the muscles one hundred times a minute for several successive 
hours. In a recent Manchester paper, it was stated that a peculiar sort of twist or 
“gimp,” which cost thiee shillings making when first introduced, was now manu- 
factured for one penny ; and this not, as usually, by the invention of a nevr 
machine, but solely through the increased dexterity of the workman.’ — Edinbtirgh 
Eevmu for January, 1849, P* S** 

t i’age 17U 
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deal of time in passing from his loom to the cleldj and from the field to 
his loom. When the two trades can be carried on in the same work- 
house, the loss of time is no doubt much less. It is even in this case, 
however, very considerable A man commonly saunters a little in 
turning his hand from one soit of employment to another. When he 
first begins the new work, he is seldom \ciy keen and hearty ; his mind, 
as they say, does not go to it, and for some time he rather trifles than 
applies to good purpose. The habit of sauntering and of indolent care- 
less application, which is naturally, hr rather necessarily acquired by 
every country workman ^^ho is obliged to change his woik and his tools 
every half hour, and to apply his hand m twenty different ways almost 
eveiy day of his life, renders him almost always slothful and lazy, and 
incapable of any vigorous application even on the most piessing occa- 
cions.’ This is surely a most exaggerated description of the inefficiency 
of country labour, where it has any adequate motive to exeition. Few 
workmen change their work and their tools oftener than a gardener: is 
he usually incapable of vigorous application ? Many of the higher 
description of artisans have to perform a great multiplicity of opeiations 
with a vai'iety of tools. They do not execute each of these with the 
rapidity with which a factory workman performs his single operation ; 
but they are, except in a meiely manual sense, more skilful labourers, and 
in all senses whatever more energetic. 

Mr. Babbage, following in the track of Adam Smith, says: ‘When 
the human hand, or the human head, has been for some time occupied 
in any kind of work, it cannot instantly change its employment with full 
effect. The muscles of the limbs employed have acquired a flexibility 
during their exertion, and those not in action a stiffness during rest, 
which renders every change slow and unequal m the commencement. 
Long habit also produces in the muscles exercised a capacity for endur- 
ing fatigue to a much greater degree than they could support under 
other ciicumstances A similar result seems to take place in any change 
of mental exertion ; the attention bestowed on the new subject not being 
so perfect at first as it becomes after some exercise The employment of 
different tools in the successive processes, is another cause of the loss of 
time m changing from one operation to another. If these tools are 
simple, and the change is not frequent, the loss of time is not consider- 
able ; but in many processes of the arts, the tools aie of gieat delicacy, 
requiring accurate adjustment every time they arc used ; and in many 
cases, the time employed in adjusting bears a large proportion to that 
employed m using the tool. The sliding-rest, the dividing and the 
drilling engine are of this kind ; and hence, in manufactories of sufficient 
extent, it is found to be good economy to keep one machine constantly 
employed m one kind of w'ork : one lathe, for example, having a screw 
motion to its sliding-rcst along the w'hole length of its bed, is kept 
constantly making cylinders ; another, having a moyon for equalizing 
the velocity of the work at the jioint at which it passes the tool, is kept 
for facing surfaces ; whilst a third is constantly employed m cutting 
wheels.' 

• 1 am very far from implying that these different considerations are of 

no weight ; but I think there are counter- considerations which arc over- 
looked. If one kind of^uscular or mental labour is different from 
another, for that very reason it is to some extent a rest from that other ; 
and if the greatest vigour is not at onco obtained in the second occupation, 
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neither could the first ha\^ been indefinitely prolonged without some 
relaxation of energy. It is a matter of common experience that a change 
of occupation will often afford relief w'here complete repose would other- 
wise be ncccssaiy, and that a person can work many more hours without 
fatigue at a succession of occupations, than if confined during the whole 
time to one DilTeient occupations employ dificrcnt muscles, or diffeicnt 
faculties of the mmd, some of which rest and are refreshed while others 
work. Bodily labour itself rests fiom mental, and conversely. Even the 
vaiicty itself has an invigoiating Effect on w’hat, for want of a more 
philosophical appellation, we must term the animal spirits ; so important 
to the efficiency of all work not mechanical, and not unimportant even to 
that. The comparative w^eight due to these considerations is diffeient 
with diffeient individuals • some ate more fitted than others for 
persistency in one occupation, and less fit for change ; they require 
longer to get the steam up (to use a metaphor now' common) ; the irk- 
someness of setting to w'ork lasts longer, and it requires more time to 
bring their faculties into full play, and therefore when this is once done, 
they do not like to leave off, but go on long without mtermissicn, even 
to the injuiy of their health. Temperament has something to do with 
these differences. There are people whose faculties seem by nature to 
come slow'Iy into action, and to accomplish little until they have been a 
long time employed. Others, again, get into action rapidly, but cannot, 
without exhaustion, continue long. In this, liowevcr, as in most other 
things, though natural diffeicnccs are something, habit is much more. 
The habit of passing rapidly fiom one occupation to another may be 
acquiicd, like other habits, by early cultiv'ation ; and when it is acquiicd, 
there is none of the sauntering which Adam Smith speaks of, after each 
change ; no want of energy and interest, but the w'Oikman comes to each 
part of his occupation with a freshness and a spirit. which he does not 
retain if he peisists in any one part (unless in case of unusual excitement) 
beyond the length of time to which he is accustomed. Women are usually 
(at least in their present social circumstances) of far greater versatility 
than men ; and the present topic is an instance among multitudes, how' 
little the ideas and cxpeiicnre of women have yet counted for, m formme* 
the opinions of mankind. Thcie are few women who would not reject thi 
idea that woik is made vigorous by being protracted, and is inefficient fm 
some time after changing to a new thing. Even in this case, habn, I 
believe, much moie than natuic, is the cause of the difference. 7>e 
occupations of nine out of every ten men aie special, those of nine .ut of 
every ten women geneial, embiacing a multitude of details, each of wb ch 
requires vciy little time. Women aie in the constant practice of passing 
quickly from one manual, and still more fiom one mental operation to 
another, which therefore laiely costs them either effort or loss of time, 
w'hile a man’s occupation generally consists in working steadily for a long 
time at one thing, oj; one vciy limited class of things. But the situations 
arc sometimes reversed, and wuih them the characters. Women are not 
found less efficient than men for the unifoimity of factory woik, or they 
would not so generally be employed for it ; and a man who has cultivated 
the habit of turning his hand to many things, far iiom being the slothful 
and lazy person described by Adam Smith, is usually remaikably lively 
and active. It is true, however, that change of ^iccupation may be ton 
frequent even for the most vcisatile. Incessant vaiicty is even incie 
fatiguing than pcipctual sameness. 
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The third advantage attributed by Adam §mith to the division of labour 

is, to a certain extent, real. Inventions tending to save labour in a par- 
ticular operation, are more likely to occur to any one, in piopoilion as his 
thoughts ar3 intensely diicctcd to that oc( iipation, and continiuilly employed 
upon It. A jierson is not so likely to make practical imjuovcmcnts in one 
department of things, whose attention is veiymuch diverted to others. 
But, in this, much more depends on general intelligence and habitual 
activity of mind, than on exclusiveuess of occupation, and if that ex- 
clusiveness IS earned to a degree unfavoui able to the cultivation of 
intelligence, there will be more lost, in this kind of advantage, than gained. 
We may add, that whatever may be the cause of making inventions, when 
they are once made, the increased efficiency of labour is owing to the 
invention it'^elf, and not to the duision of labour. 

The greatest advantage (next to the dexterity of the workmen) derived 
from the minute di\ ision of labour wdiich takes place in modern manu- 
facturing industry, is probably one not mentioned by Adam Smith, but to 
which attention has been drawm by Mr. Babbage ; the more economical 
distribution of labour, by classing the workpeople accoiding to their 
capacity. Diffeient parts of the same series of operations lequire unequal 
degiees of skill and bodily stiength ; and those who have skill enough for 
the most difficult, or strength enough for the hardest paits of the labour, 
are made much moie useful by being employed solely m them ; the 
operations of wdiich inferior workmen aie capable, being left to those who 
aie fit for no others. Prodiiciion is most efficient when the piecise 
quantity of skill and strength, whidi is required foi each pait of the 
process, is employed in it, and no more. The opcialion of pin-making 
requiies, it seems, in its diffcicnt parts, such dififeient degiees of skill, that 
the w'agcs earned by the peisons employed \ary fiomfourpence h«ilfpcnny- 
a day to six shillings ; and if the woikman w'ho is paid at that highest late 
had to perform the w’hole process, he would be woiking a part of his lime 
with a waste per day cqunalcnt to the difference between six shillings and 
fourpence halfpenny. Without refcicnce to the loss sustained in quantity 
of work done, and supposing even that he could make a pound of pins in 
the same lime in which ten woikmen combining their labour can make 
ten pounds, Mr. Babbage computes that they would cost, in making, 
three times and thicc-quai icis as much as they now do by means of the 
division of labour. In needle making, he adds, the diffeiencc would be 
still greater, for in that, the scale of remuneration for different pails of the 
process vanes from sixpence to twenty shillings a day. 

To the advantage which consists in extracting the greatest possible 
amount of utility from skill, may be added the analogous one, of 
extracting the utmost possible utility fiom tools. ^^‘If any man,’ says an 
able writer * ‘ had all the tools which many different occupations lequire, at 
least thiee-fourths of diem w'ould constantly be idle and useless. It were 
clearly then better, were any society to exist w'here caJi man had all these 
tools, and alternately cairied on each of these occupations, that the 
members of it should, if possible, divide them amongst them, each 
restricting himself to some particular employment. The advantages of 
the change to the whole community, and therefore to eveiy individual in 

it, are great. In the first place, the vaiious implements, being in constant 

• Statement of some New Principles on the subject of Political Economy. U/ 
John Rae (Boston U.S.), p. 164, 
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employment, yield a better jiBturn for what has been laid out in procuring 
them. In consequence their owners can afford to have them of better 
quality and more complete construction. The result of both events is, 
that a larger provision is made for the future wants of the whole society.* 

§ 6 . The division of labour, as all writers on the subject have remarked, 
is limited by the extent of the market. If, by the separation of pinmaking 
into ten distinct employments, forty-eight thousand pins can be made in 
a day, this separation will only be advisable if the number of accessible 
consumers is such as to require, ^very day, something like forty-eight 
thousand pins. If there is only a demand for twenty four thousand, the 
division of labour can only be advantageously carried to the extent which 
will every day produce that smaller number. This, therefore, is a further 
mode 111 which an accession of demand for a commodity tends to increase 
the efficiency of the labour employed m its product.on. The extent of 
the maiket may be limited by several causes : loo small a population ; 
the population too scattered and distant to be easily accessible ; deficiency 
of roads and water carriage ; or, finally, the population too poor, that is, 
their collective labour too little effective, to admit of their being large 
consumers. Indolence, want of skill, and want of combination of labour, 
among those who would otherwise 1 e buyers of a commodity, limit, 
therefore, the practicable amount of combination of labour among its 
producers. In an early stage of civilization, when the demand of any 
particular locality Mas necessarily small, industiy only flourished among 
those who by their command of the sea coast or of a navigable river, 
could have the whole world, or all that part of it which lay on coasts or 
navigable rivers, as a market for their productions. The increase of the 
general riches of the world, Mhen accompanied with freedom of com- 
mercial intercourse, improvements in navigation, and inland communica- 
tion by roads, canals, or railways, tends to give increased productiveness 
to the labour of every nation in particul ir, by enabling each locality to 
supply with Its special products so much larger a market, that a great 
extension of the division of labour in their production is an ordinary 
consequence. 

The division of labour is also limited, in many cases, by the nature 
of the employment. Agriculture, for example, is not susceptible of so 
great a division of occupations as many branches of manufactures, 
because its different operations cannot possibly be simultaneous. One 
man cannot be always ploughing, another sowing, and another leaping. 
A workman who only piactised one agricultural operation Mould be idle 
eleven months of the year. 'I'he same person may perform them all in 
succession, and have, m almost evciy climate, a considerable amount of 
unoccupied time. The combination of labour, of Mhich agricultural 
industry is susceptibje, is chiefly that mIucIi Mr. Wakefield terms Simple 
Co-opeiation ; many persons employed together in the same w'ork. To 
execute a great agriculluial improvement, it is often necessary that many 
labourcis should ^oik together ; but in general, except the few whose 
business is supciintendence, they all work m the same manner. A canal 
or a raihvay embankment cannot be made without a combination of many 
labourers ; but they are all excavators, except the engineer and a few 
plerks. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

OF PRODUCTION ON A L\RGE, AND PRODUCTION ON A SMATL SCAL^ 

§ I. From the importance of combination of labour, it is an obvious 
conclusion, that there are many cases in which production is made much 
more effective by being conducted on a large scale. Whenever it is 
essential to the greatest efficiency of labour that many labourers should 
combine, even though only in the way of Simple Co-operation, the scale 
of the enterprise must be such as to bring many labourers together, and 
the capital must be large enough to m untain them. Still more needful 
is this when the nature of the employment allows, and the extent of the 
possible market encourages, a considerable division of labour. The 
larger the enterprise, the further the division of labour may be carried. 
This is one of the principal causes of large manufactories. Even when 
no additional subdivision of the work would follow an enlargement of the 
operations, there will be good economy in enlarging them to the point at 
which every person to whom it is convenient to assign a special occupa- 
tion, will have full employment m that occupation. This point is well 
illustrated by Mr. Babbage.* 

‘ If machines be kept working through the twenty-four hours * (which is 
evidently the only economical mode of employing them), ‘ it is necessary 
that some person shall attend to admit the workmen at the time they 
relieve each other ; and whether the porter or other servant so employed 
admit one person or twenty, his rest will be equally disturbed. It will 
also be necessary occasionally to adjust or repair the machine ; and this 
can be done much better by a workman accustomed to machine-making, 
than by the person who uses it. Now, since the good peifoimance and 
the duration of machmes depend, to a very great extent, upon correcting 
every shake or imperfection m their parts as soon as they appear, the 
prompt attention of a workman lesident on the spot will considerably 
reduce the expenditure aiising fiom the wcai and tear of the machinery. 
But in the case of a single lace frame, or a single loom, this would be too 
expensive a plan Here then arises another circumstance which tends to 
enlarge the extent of a factory. It ought to consist of such a number of 
machines as shall occupy the whole time of one woikinan in keeping them 
in order . if extended beyond that number, the same principle of economy 
would point out the necessity of doubling or tripling the number of 
machines, in order to employ the w^hole time of two or three skilful 
woikmen 

‘ VVhcie one portion of the workman’s labour consists in the exertion 
of meic physical force, as in weaving, and in many similar arts, it will 
soon occur to the manufacturer, that if that partiwere executed by a 
steam-engine, the same man might, in the case of weaving, attend to two 
or more looms at once ; and, since we already suppose that one or more 
operative engineers have been employed, the number of looms may be so 
arranged that their time shall be fully occupied in keeping the steam- 
engine and the looms in order. 

‘ Pursuing the same principles, the mauufactoiy becomes gradually so 
enlarged, that the expense of lighting during the night amounts to a 
considerable sum : and as there are already attached to the establish- 

* Page 214 ct seqej. 
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ment persons who are up •all night, and can therefore constantly attend 
to It, and also engineers to make and keep in lepair any machinery, the 
addition of an apparatus for making gas to light the factory leads to a 
now' extension, at the same timo that it contributes, by diminishing the 
expense of lighting, and the risk of accidents from fire, to reduce the cost 
of manufacturing. 

‘ Long before a factory has reached this extent, it will have been found 
necessary to establish an accountant’s department, with clerks to pay the 
workmen, and to see that thcy*amvc at their stated times ; and this 
department must be in communication with the agents who purchase the 
raw produce, and with those who sell the manufactured article.’ It w'ill 
cost these cleiks and accountants little more time and trouble to pay a 
large number of workmen than a small number ; to check the accounts 
of large transactions, than of small. If the business doubled itself, it 
would probably be necessary to increase, but certainly not to double, the 
number either of accountants, or of buying and selling agents. Every 
inciease of business w'ould enable the w'hole to be carried on with a pio» 
poilionally smaller amount of labour. 

As a general lule, the expenses of a business do not increase by any 
means proportionally to the quantity of business. Let us take, as an 
example, a set of operations w'hich we are accustomed to see carried on 
by one great establishment, that of the Post Office. Suppose that the 
business, let us say only of the London letter-post, instead of being 
centralized in a single concern, were divided among five or six competing 
companies. Each of these would be obliged to maintain almost as large 
an establishment as is now sufficient for the w'hole. Since each must 
arrange for receiving and delivering letteis in all parts of the town, each 
must send letter-earners into eveiy street, and almost every alley, and 
this too as many times in the day as is now done by the Post Office, if 
the seivice is to be as w’ell pcifoimed. Each must ha\e an office for 
receiving letters in every neighbourhood, with all subsidiaiy arrange- 
ments for collecting the Icttcis from the diffeient offices and re-distri- 
buting them. I say nothing of the much gi eater number of superior 
officci s w'ho w'ould be lequiied to check and control the suboidinates, 
implying not only a greater cost m salaries for such responsible officers, 
but the necessity, peihaps, of being satisfied in many instances with an 
inferior standard of qualification, and so failing in the object. 

Whether or not the advantages obtained by opeiating on a large scale 
preponderate in any particular case over the more w'atchful attention, 
and greater regard to minor gains and losses, usually found in small 
establishments, can be ascertained, in a state of free competition, by an 
unfailing test. Wherever there are large and small establishments in 
the same business, 4hat one of the two w^hich in existing circumstances 
cairies on the production at greatest advantage, will be able to undersell 
the other. The yow'er of pcimanently undci selling can only be derived 
from increased effectiveness of labour ; and this, when obtained by a 
more extended division of employment, or by a classification tending to 
a better economy of skill, alw'ays implies a greater produce from the 
same labour, and not meicly the same produce fiom less labour: it 
increases not the surplus only, but the gross produce of industry. If an 
increased quantity of the particular article is jiot rcqniied, and a part of 
the labourers in consecjiience lose their employment, the capital which 
maintained and employed them is also set at liberty ; and the general 
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produce of the country is increased, by some other application of their 
labour. ^ 

^ Another of the causes of large manufactories, however, is the introduc- 
tion of processes requiring expensive machinery. Expensive machinery 
supposes a large capital ; and is not resorted to except with the intention 
of producing, and the hope of selling, as much of the article as comes up 
to the full powers of the machine. P'or both these reasons, wheiever 
costly machinery is used, the large system of production is inevitable. 
But the power of underselling is not this case so unerring a test as in 
the former, of the beneficial effect on the total production of the com- 
munity. The power of underselling does not depend on the absolute 
increase of produce, but on its bearing an increased proportion to the 
expenses : which, as was shown in a former chapter,* it may do, con- 
sistently with even a diminution of the gross annual produce. By the 
adoption of machinery, a circulating capital, which was perpetually con- 
sumed and reproduced, has been converted into a fixed capital, requiring 
only a small annual expense to keep it up * and a much smaller produce 
will suffice for merely covering that expense, and replacing the remaining 
circulating capital of the producer. The machinery therefore might 
answer perfectly well to the manufacturer, and enable him to undersell 
his competitors, although the effect on the production of the country 
might be not an increase but a diminution. It is true, the article will be 
sold cheaper, and therefore, of that single article, there will probably be 
not a smaller, but a greater quantity sold ; since the loss to the com- 
munity collectively has fallen upon the workpeople, and they are not the 
principal customers, if customers at all, of most branches of manufacture. 
But though that particular branch of industiy may extend itself, it will be 
by replenishing its diminished circulating capital from that of the com- 
munity generally ; and if the labourers employed in that department 
escape loss of employment, it is because the loss will spread itself over 
the labouring people at large. If any of them are reduced to the con- 
dition of unproductive labourers, supported by voluntary or legal charity, 
the gross produce of the country is to that extent permanently diminished, 
until the ordinary progress of accumulation makes it up ; but if the 
condition of the labouring classes enables them to bear a temporary 
reduction of wages, and the superseded labourers become absorbed in 
other employments, their labour is still productive, and the breach in the 
gross produce of the community is repaired, though not the detriment to 
the labourers. I have restated this exposition, which has already been 
made in a former place, to impress more strongly the truth, that a mode 
of production does not of necessity increase the productive effect of the 
collective labour of a community, because it enables a particular com- 
modity to be sold cheaper. The one consequence generally accompanies 
the other, but not necessarily. I will not here rdj^eat the reasons I 
formerly gave, nor anticipate those which will be given more fully here- 
after, for deeming the exception to be rather a case abatractedly possible, 
than one which is frequently realized in fact. 

A considerable part of the saving of labour effected by substituting the 
large system of production for the small, is the saving in the labour of the 
capitalists themselves. If a hundred producers with small capitals carry 
on separately the same business, the superintendence of each concern w411 


* Supra, chap. vi. p, 74.* 
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probably require the whole attention of the person conducting it, suffi- 
ciently at least to hinder his time or thoughts from being disposable for 
anything else : while a single manufacturer possessing a capital equal to 
the sum of theirs, with ten or a dozen clerks, could conduct the wdiole of 
their amount of business, and ha\ e leisure too for other occupfitions. The 
small capitalist, it is true, generally combines lulh the business of direc- 
tion some portion of the details, \\i ich the other leaves to his subordinates ; 
the small farmer follow'S his own plough, the small tradesman serves in 
his own shop, the small weaver plies his own loom. Hut in this very 
union of functions there is in a great proportion of cases a want of 
economy. The principal m the concern is either wasting, in the routine 
of a business, qualities suitable for the direction of it, or he is only fit for 
the former, and then the latter will be ill done. I must observe, however, 
that I do not attach, to this saving of labour, the importance often 
ascribed to it. There is undoubtedly much more labour expended in the 
superintendence of many small capitals than in that of one large capital. 
For this labour, however, the small producers have generally a full com- 
pensation, in the feeling of being iheir own masters, and not servants of 
an employer. It may be said, that if they value this independence they 
will submit to pay a puce for it, and to sell at the reduced rates occasioned 
by the competition of the great dealer or manufacturer. But they cannot 
always do this and continue to gain a living. They thus gradually dis- 
appear from society. After having consumed their little capital in pro- 
longing the unsuccessful struggle, they either sink into the condition of 
hiied laboureis, or become dependent on others for support. 

§ 2. Production on a large scale is greatly promoted by the practice of 
forming a large capital by the combination of many small contributions ; 
or, in other woids, by the formation of joint-stock companies. The 
advantages of the joint-stock principle are numerous and important. 

In the fiist place, many undertakings require an amount of capital 
beyond the means of the richest individual or private partnership. No 
individual could have made a railway fiom London to Liverpool ; it is 
doubtful if any individual could even work the traffic on it, now when it is 
made. The government indeed could have done both ; and in countiies 
where the practice of co-operation is only m the earlier stages of its 
giovvth, the government can alone be looked to for any of those vvoiks for 
which a great combination of means is requisite ; because it can obtain 
those means by compulsory taxation, and is already accustomed to the 
conduct of large operations. For reasons, however, which are tolerably 
well known, and of which we shall treat fully hereafter, goveinment 
agency for the con^Iuct of industrial operations is generally one of the 
least eligible of resources, when any other is available. 

Next, there arc undei takings which individuals are not absolutely in- 
capable of performing, but which they cannot perform on the scale and with 
the continuity which are ever more and more required by the exigencies of a 
society in an advancing state. Individuals are quite capable of despatch- 
ing ships fiom England to any or every part of the world, to carry 
passengers and letters ; the thing was done before joint-stock companies 
for the purpose were heard of. But when, from the increase of population 
and transactions as well as of means of paymen\, the public will no longer 
content themselves with occasional opportunities, but require the certainty 
that packets shall start regularly, for some places once or even twice a 
day, for others once a week, for others that a steamship of gieat size and 
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expensive construction shall depart on fixed days twice in each month, it 
is evident that to afford an assuiancc of keeping up with punctuality such 
a circle of costly operations, requires a much laiger capital and a much 
larger staff of qualified suboidinates than can be commanded by an indi- 
vidual capitalist. I'licre aie other cases, again, in which, though the 
business might be ]:)crfcctly well tr.ins.iclecl with small or moderate 
capitals the guarantee of a gneat subsnibcd stock is necessary or desir- 
able as a security to the public for the fui^'ilment of pecuniary engagements. 
This IS especially the case when the nature of the busmess lequiies that 
numbers of peisons should be willing to tuist the concern with their 
money • as in the business of banking, and that of insuiance ; to both of 
winch the jomt-stock principle is eminently adapted. It is an instance of 
the folly and jobbery of the lulers of mankind, that until vciy lately the 
joint stock piinciplc, as a general resoit, was m this country interdicted 
by law to these two modes of business ; to banking altogether, and to 
insurance in the depai tment of sea risks ; in oi der to bestow a lucrative 
monopoly on particular establishments which the go\ eminent was 
pleased exceptionally to license, namely the 13ank of England, and two 
insurance companies, the London and the Royal Exchange. 

These are some of the advantages of joint stock over individual 
management. Rut if we look to the other side of the question, we shall 
find that individual management has also very great aclvanlages over 
joint stock. The chief of these is the much keener mteicst of the 
managers in the success of tlic undertaking. 

The administration of a joint stock association is, in the main, adminis- 
tration by hired scivants Even the committee, or boaid of cbrectois, 
who are supposed to supenntend the management, and who do ically 
appoint and remove the managcis, have no pccuniaiy mteicst in the good 
working of the concern beyond the shares they individually hold, which 
are always a very small pan of the capital of the association, and in 
general but a small part of the fortunes of the diiectois themselves , and 
the part they lake m the management usually divides tlicir time with 
many other occupations, of as great or greater importance to iheir own 
interest ; the business being the principal concern of no one except those 
who are hired to carry it on. But cxpciicnce shows, and proverbs, the 
expression of popular expencnce, attest, how inferior is the quality of 
hired service, compared with the ministraiion of those peisonally mlcicsted 
in the work, and how indispensable, when lined service must be employed, 
is ‘the master’s eye* to watch over it. 

The successful conduct of an industrial enterprise reciiiircs two quite 
distinct qualifications, fidelity, and zeal. The fidelity of the hiicd 
managers of a concern it is possible to secure. When their woik admits 
cf being reduced to a definite set of rules, the violation of these is a matter 
on which conscience cannot easily blind itself, and on which responsibility 
maybe enforced by the loss of employment. But l<? carry on a gieat 
business successfully, requires a hunclred things which, as they cannot be 
defined befoiehand, it is impossible to convert into distinct and positive 
obligations. First and principally, it requires that the d. reeling mind 
should be incessantly occupied with the subject ; should b i continually 
laying schemes by which greater piofit may be obtained, or expense 
saved. This intensity of ifiterest in the subject it is seldom to be expected 
that anyone should feel, who is conducting a business as the hired servant 
and for the profit of another, Thcic arc expeiim'^iits m human nature 
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which are quite concllisivg on the point. Look at the whole class of 
rulers, and ministers of state. The work they are entrusted with, is 
among the most interesting and exciting of all occupations ; the personal 
share which they themselves reap of the national benefits or misfortunes 
which befall the state under their rule is far from trifling, and the rewards 
and punishments which they may expect from public estimation are of the 
plain and palpable kind which are most keenly felt and most widely 
appreciated. Yet how rare a thing is it to find a statesman in whom 
mental indolence is not stronger than all these inducements. How 
infinitesimal is the propoition ivho trouble themselves to form, or even to 
attend to, plans of public improvement, unless when it is made still more 
troublesome to them to remain inactive ; or who have any other real 
desire than that of rubbing on, so as to escape general blame. On a 
smaller scale, all who have ever employed hired labour ha\e had ample 
experience of the efforts made to gne as little labour in exchange for the 
wagfes, as is compatible with not being turned off. The universal neglect 
by domestic servants of their employer’s interests, wherever these are not 
protected by some fixed rule, is matter of common remark, unless where 
long continuance in the same service, and reciprocal good offices, have 
produced either peisonal attachment, or some feeling of a common 
interest. 

Another of the disadvantages of joint stock concerns, which is in some 
degree common to all concerns on a large scale, is disregard of small gams 
and small savings. In the management of a great capital and great 
transactions, especially when the managers have not much interest in it 
of their own, small sums are apt to be counted for next to nothing : they 
never seem worth the care and trouble which it costs to attend to them, 
and the cicdit of liberality and openhandedness is cheaply bought by a 
disregard of such tiifling consideiations. But small piofits and small 
expenses, often repeated, amount to great gams and losses * and of this a 
large capitalist is often a sufficiently good calculator to be practically 
aw^are ; and to arrange his business on a sys/ejn, which if enforced by a 
sufficiently vigilant superintendence, piocludes the possibility of the 
habitual waste otherwise incident to a great business. But the managers 
of a joint stock concern seldom devote themselves sufficiently to the work, 
to enforce unremittingly, even if introduced, through every detail of the 
business, a really economical system. 

From considerations of this nature, Adam Smith was led to enunciate 
as a principle, that joint stock companies could never be expected to 
maintain themselves without an exclusive privilege, except in branches of 
business which, like banking, insurance, and some others, admit of being, 
in a considerable deg^iee, reduced to fixed rules. This, however, is one of 
those over-statcmei^s of a true piinciple, often met with m Adam Smith. 
In his days there \vere few instances of joint stock companies which had 
been permanently successful without a monopoly, except the class of cases 
which he referred^o ; but since his time there have been many ; and the 
regular incicase both of the spiiit of combination and of the ability to 
combine, will doubtless produce many more. Adam Smith fixed his 
observation too exclusively on the superior eneigy and inoie uniemitting 
attention brought to a business m which the whole stake and the whole 
gain belong to the peisons conducting it ; and he overlooked various 
countervailing considerations which go a greaf way towards neutralizing 
even that great point of superiority, 
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Of these ore of the most important is that whiqh relates to the intel- 
lectual and active qualifications of the directiiig head. The stimulus uf 
individual interest secures the greatest amount of exeition, but that 
exertion is of little avail if the intclhgerce exerted is of an inferior oider, 
which it must necessarily be in the majoiity of concerns carried on by the 
persons chiefly interested m them. Wheie the concern is large, and can 
afford a remuneration sufficient to attract a class of candidates supeiior to 
the common average, it is possible to select for the general management, 
and for all the skilled employments of a siiboidinate kind, persons of a 
degree of acquirement and cultivated ifitclligence which more than com- 
pensates for their inferior interest in the result. Their greater perspipcity 
enables them, with even a part of their minds, to see piobabilities of 
advantage which ne\er occur to the ordinary lun of men by the continued 
exertion of the w'hole of theirs ; and their habitual rectitude of perception 
and of judgment guards them against blunders, the apprehension of which 
would prevent the others from hazarding their interests m any attempt 
out of the ordinary routine. 

It must further be remarked, that it is not a necessar>^ consequence of 
joint stock management, that the persons employed, whether in superior 
or in subordinate offices, should be paid wdiolly by fixed salaries There 
are modes of connecting more or less intimately the interest of the 
employes with the pecuniary success of the concern Thcie is a long 
series of intermediate positions, between woiking wholly on one’s own 
account, and working by the day, w^eck, or yeai for an invariable payment. 
Even in the case of ordinary unskilled labour, thcic is such a thing as 
task-work, or w'orking by the piece : and the supeiior efficiency of this is 
so w’ell knowm, that judicious employers ahvays resort to it w’hen the work 
admits of being put out in definite poi lions, without the necessity of too 
troublesome a surveillance to guard against inferiority in the execution. 
In the case of the managers of joint stock companies, and of the super- 
intending and controlling officers in many pri\ate establishments, it is a 
common enough piactice to connect their pecuniary interest with the 
interest of iheir employers, by giving them part of their remuneration in 
the form of a percentage on the profits. The personal interest thus given 
to hired servants is not comparable in intensity to that of the owmer of the 
capital ; but it is sufficient to be a very material stimulus to zeal and care- 
fulness, and, when added to the advantage of supeiior intelligence, often 
raises the quality of the service much above that which the generality of 
masters aic capable of rendering to themselves The ulterior extensions 
of which this piinnple of remuneration is susceptible, being of great social 
as well as economical importance, will be more particularly adverted to m 
a subsequent stage of the present enquiry. 

As I have already remarked of large establishments generally, when 
compared with small ones, whenever competition is <ree its results will 
show whether individual or joint stock agency is best adapted to the par- 
ticular case, since that w'hich is most efficient and most economical will 
always in the end succeed m underselling the other. 

§ 3. The possibility of substituting the large system of production for 
the small, depends, of course, in the first place, on the extent of the 
market. The large system can only be advantageous when a large amount 
of business is to be done : it implies, therefore, either a populous and 
flourishing community, or ,a great opening for exportation. Again, this 
as well as every other change in the system of production is greatly 



PRODUCTION ON A LARGE AND ON A SHTALL SCALE, itif 

favoured by a progressive condition of capital. It is chiefly when the 
capital of a country is receiving a great annual increase, that there is a 
large amount of capital seeking for investment : and a new enterprise is 
much sooner and more easily entered upon by new capital, than by with- 
drawing capital from existing employments. The change is also much 
facilitated by the existence of large capitals in few hands. It is true that 
the same amount of capital cam be raised by bringing together many 
small sums. liut this (besides Uiat it is not equally well suited to all 
branches of industry), supposes a much greater degree of commercial 
confidence and enterprise diffused through the community, and belongs 
altogether to a more advanced stage of industrial progress. 

In the countries in which there are the largest markets, the widest 
diffusion of commercial confidence and enterprise, the greatest annual 
increase of capital, and the greatest number of large capitals owned by 
individuals, there is a tendency to substitute more and moie, in one branch 
of industry after another, large establishments for small ones. In England, 
the great type of all these characteristics, there is a perpetual growth not 
only of large manufactuiing establishments, but also, wherever a sufficient 
number of purchasers aie assembled, of shops and warehouses for con- 
ducting retail business on a large scale. These are almost always able to 
undersell the smaller tradesmen, partly, it is understood, by means of 
division of labour, and the economy occasioned by limiting the employ- 
ment of skilled agency to cases where skill is required ; and partly, no 
doubt, by the saving of labour arising from the great scale of the trans- 
actions ; as it costs no more time, and not much more exertion of mind, 
to make a large purchase, for example, than a small one, and very much 
less than to make a number of small ones. 

With a view meiely to production, and to the greatest efficiency of 
labour, this change is wholly beneficial. In some cases it is attended 
with drawbacks, rather social than economical, the nature of which h^s 
been already hinted at. But whatever disadvantages maybe supposed 
to attend on the change from a small to a large system of production, 
they are not applicable to the change from a large to a still larger. When, 
in any employment, the regime of independent small producers has either 
never been possible, or has been supeisedcd, and the system of many 
vvorkmen under one management has become fully established, from that 
time any further enlargement in the scale of production is generally an 
unqualified benefit. It is obvious, for example, how great an economy of 
labour would be obtained if London vveie supplied by a single gas or 
water company instead of the existing plurality. While there are even as 
many as two, this implies double establishments of all sorts, when one 
only, with a small fficiease, could probably peiform the whole operation 
equally well ; double sets of machinery and woiks, when the whole of the 
gas or water reqifircd could generally be produced by one set only ; even 
double sets of pipes, if the companies did not prevent tins needless ex- 
pense by agieeing upon a division of the territory. Weie theie only one 
establishment, it could make lower charges, consistently with obtaining 
the rate of profit now realized. But would it do so ? Even if it did not, 
the community in the nggregate would still be a gainer ; since the share- 
holders aie pait of the community, and they would obtain higher profits 
while the consumers paid only the same. It is, however, an error to sup- 
pose that the prices are really kept down by the competition of these 
companies. Where competitors are so few, they always agree not to 
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compete. They may run a race of cheapnesr to luin a new candidate, 
btft as soon as he has established his footing they come to terms with him. 
When, theicfore, a business of real public impoitance can only be carried 
on advantageously upon so large a scale as to lender the libcity of com- 
petition almost illusoiy, it is an unthiifty dispensation of the public 
resources that se\eial costly sets of arrangements should be kept up for 
the purpose of rendering to the community this one service. It is much 
better to treat it at once as a public function , and if it be not such as the 
government itself could beneficially uiVdertake, it should be made over 
entire to the company or association which will perform it on the best 
terms for the public. In the case of railways, for example, no one can 
desire to see the enormous waste of capital and land (not to speak of 
increased nuisance) involved in the construction of a second railway to 
connect the same places already united by an existing one ; while the two 
would not do the work better than it could be done by one, and after a 
short time would certainly be amalgamated Only one line ought to be 
permitted, but the control o\er that line never ought to be paited with by 
the state, unless on a temporary concession, as in P ranee , and the vested 
right which l\uliament has allowed to be acquiied by the existing com- 
panies, like all other proprietary rights winch are opposed to public 
utility, is morally valid only as a claim to compensation. 

§ 4. The question between the large and the small system of production 
as applied to agriculture— between large and small fanning, the ij^rande 
and the pctiie culiure — stands, in many respects, on different grounds 
from the general question between great and small industrial establish- 
ments. In Us social aspect, and as an element in the Distribution of 
M^ealth, this question will occupy us hereafter but even as a question of 
production, the supciiority of the large system in agricultuie is by no 
means so clearly established as m manufactures. 

I have already remarked, that the operations of agriculture are little 
susceptible of benefit from the division of labour. There is but little 
reparation of employments e\en on the largest faun. "Ihe same persons 
may not in general attend to the live stock, to the marketing, and to the 
cultivation of the soil : but much beyond that primary and simple classifi- 
cation, the subdivision is not carried. The combination of labour of 
which agriculture is susceptible, is chiefly that which l\li. Wakefield terms 
Simple Co operation ; seveial pci sons helping one anothci m the same work 
at the same time and place. But I confess it seems to me that this able w'l iter 
attributes more importance to that kind of co-operalion, in leferencc to 
agriculture pioperly so called, than it dcseivcs. None of the common 
farming operations require much of it. Thcie is no particular advantage 
in setting a number of people to work together in ploughing or digging or 
sowing the same field, or even in mowing or reaping itunlc^s lime presses. 
A single family can generally supply all the combination of labour neces- 
sary for these purposes. And in the works in which a union of many 
efforts is really needed, there is seldom found any impracticability in 
obtaining it where farms arc small. 

The waste of productive power by subdivision of the land often amounts 
to a great evil, but this applies chiefly to a subdivision so minute, that the 
cultivators have not enough land to occupy their time. Up to that point 
the same principles whict recommend large manufactories are applicable 
to agriculture. For the greatest productive efficiency, it is generally 
desirable (though even this proposition must be received with qualifica* 



PRODUCTION ON A LARGE AND ON A SMALL SCALE. 109 


lions) that no family who iTave any land, should have less than they could 
cultivate, or than will fully employ their cattle and tools. These, how- 
e\er, are not the dimensions of large farms, but of what are reckoned in 
England very small ones. The large farmer has some advantage in the 
aiticle of buildings. It does not cost so much to house a great number 
of cattle m one budding, as to lodge them equally well in several buildings. 
There is also some advantage m implements. A small farmer is not so 
likely to possess expensive instruments. But the principal agricultuial 
implements, even when of the tfest construction, are not expensive. It 
may not answer to a small farmer to own a threshing machine, for the 
small quantity of corn he has to thresh ; but iheie is no reason why such 
a machine should not in every neighbourhood be owned in common, or 
provided by some person to whom the others pay a consideration for 
Its use. The large farmer can make some sa\ ing in cost of carriage. 
There is nearly as much trouble in cariying a small portion of produce to 
market, as a much greater produce ; in bringing home a small, as a much 
laiger quantity of manure, and articles of daily consumption There is 
also the greater cheapness of buying things in large quantities. These 
various advantages must count for something, but it does not seem that 
they ought to count for very much In England, for some generations, 
there has been little experience of small farms ; but m Ireland the ex- 
perience has been ample, not merely under the worst but under the best 
management ; and the highest Irish authorities may be cited in opposition 
to the opinion which on this subject commonly prevails in England Mr. 
Blacker, for example, one of the most experienced agriculturists and 
successful improvers in the North of Ireland, whose experience lies chiefly 
in the best cultivated, which are also the most minutely divided parts of 
the country, is of opinion, that tenants holding farms not exceeding from 
five to eight or ten acres, can live comfortably and pay as mgh a rent as 
any large farmer whatever. ‘ I am firmly persuaded,’ (he says,*) ‘ that 
the small farmer who holds his owm plough and digs his own ground, if 
he follows a proper rotation of crops, and feeds his cattle in the house, 
can undei sell the large farmer, or in other words can pay a rent which 
the other cannot afifoid ; and in this I am confiimed by the opinion of 
many practical men who have well considered the subject . . . The 
English farmer of 700 to 800 acres is a kind of man approaching 
to what is known by the name of a gentleman farmer, lie must 
have his horse to ride, and his gig, and perhaps an overseer to 
attend to his laboureis ; he certainly cannot superintend himself the 
labour going on in a farm of 800 acres.’ After a few other remarks, he 
adds, ‘Besides all these diawbacks, which the small farmer knows little 
about, there is the great expense of carting out the manure from the 
homestead to suclf a great distance, and again carting home the crop. A 
single horse wnll consume the produce of more land than would feed a 
small farmer and his wife and two childien. And what is more than all, 
the large farmer says to his labouieis, to your vvoik , but when the 
small fai mer has occasion to hire them, he says come; the intelligent 
reader will, I dare say, understand the difference ’ 

One of the objections most urged against small farms is, that they do 
not and cannot maintain, proportionally to their extent, so great a number 

* Prize Essay on the Management of Landed rtopeity in Ireland, by William 
Blacker, Esq. (1837), p. 23, 
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of cattle as largfe farms, and that this occasions such deficiency of 
manure, that a soil much subdivided must always be iinpoverishcd. It 
will be found, however, that subdivision only produces this effect, when it 
throws the land into the hands of cultivators so poor as not to possess the 
amount of live stock suitable to the size of their farms. A small fiiim and 
a badly stocked farm are not synonymous. To make the comparison 
fairly, we must suppose the same amount of capital which is possessed by 
the large farmeis to be disseminated anS'Ong the small ones. When this 
condition, or even any approach to it, exists, and when stall feeding is 
practised (and stall feeding now begins to be considered good economy 
even on large farms) experience, far from bearing out the assertion that 
small farming is unfavourable to the multiplication of cattle, conclusively 
establishes the very reverse. The abundance of cattle, and copious use 
of manure, on the small fai ms of Flanders, are the most striking features 
in that Flemish agriculture which is the admiration of all competent 
judges, whether in England or on the Continent.* 

* ‘ The number of beasts fed on a farm of which the whole is arable land,’ (says 
the elaborate and intelligent treatise on Flemish Husbandry, from personal obser- 
vation and the best sources, published in the Library of the Society for the 
Diffusion of Useful Knowledge,) ‘is surprising to those who are not accjuamted 
with the mode in which the food is prepared for the cattle. A beast for every 
three acres of land is a common pioportion, and in very small occupations where 
much spade husbandry is used, the proportion is still greater. After comparing 
the accounts given in a variety of places and sPuations of the average quantity of 
milk which a cow gives when fed in the stall, the result is, that it greatly exceeds 
that of our l^est dairy farms, and the quantity of butter made from a given quantity 
of milk IS also greater. It appears astonishing that the occupier of only ten or 
arrrtc nf turht arable land should be able to maintain four or five cows, but 
the fact is notorious in the Waes country ’ (pp. 59, 60). 

This subject is treated very intelligently m the work of M. Passy, ‘ Des Systemes 
de Culture et de leur Influence siir TEconomie Sociale,’ one of the most impartial 
discussions, as betvi^een the two systems, which has yet appeared in France. 

‘Sans nul doute, e’est I’Angleterre qui, a superficie egalc, noiinit le plus 
d’animaux ; la Ilollande et quelques parties de la Lombardie pourraient seiiles lui 
dispulercet avanlage ; mais est-ce li un lesultat des formes de Texploitation, et 
des circonstances de climat ct de situation locale ne concourcnt-ellcs jias i le pro- 
duire? C’est ^ notre avis, ce qui ne saurait ctre conteste. En effet, qiio'qu’on en 
ait dit, partout oii la grande et la petite culture se rencontrent sur Ics memes 
points, e’est cellC'Ci qui, bicn qu’elle ne puisse entretenir autant de moutons, 
possklc, tout compense, le plus grand nombre d’animaux producteurs d’cngrais, 
Voici, par exemple, cc qui ressort des informations foiirnics par la Belgique. 

‘ Les deux provinces oil regne la plus petite culture sont celles d' Anvers et de la 
Flandre orienlale, et elles possedent en moyenne, par 100 hectares de terres 
cultiv^es, 74 b8les bovines et 14 moutons Les deux provinttes oii se trouvent les 
grandcs fermes sont celles de Namur et du Ilainaut, ct elles n’ont en moyenne, 
pour 100 hectares de terres cultivees, que 30 bcLes bovines et 4'* moutons. Or, en 
comptant, suivant I’usnge, 10 moutons comme I’cquivalent d’une tete de gros 
b^tail, nous rencontrons d’un core, 76 animaux servant h maintcnir la fecondite du 
sol ; de Tautre, moms de 35, diffcrmce a coup sCir enorme. (D'aprts les docu- 
ments statisiiques publics par le Minislre de rint^rieur, 3me publication otficielle.) 
II est i remarquer, au surplus, que le nombre des animaux n’est pas dans la partie 
de la Belgique donl le sol est divisc en tr6s*petites fermes beaucoup momdre qii’en 
Angleterre. En I’cvaluant Ians celte derniere contree h. raison seulement du 
territoire en culture, il y exisle, par ccntaine d’heclares, 65 betes k come et pres de 
260 moutons, c.-a-d. requivalcnt degi des premiers, ou seulement 15 dc plus que 
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The disadvantage, when disadvantage there is, of small or lather of 
peasant farming, as compared with capitalist faiming, must chiefly con- 
sist in infeiioiity of skill and knowledge ; but it is not true, as a general 
fact, that such inferiority exists Countries of small farms and peasant 
farming, Flanders and Italy, had a good agricultuic many genciations 

dans Tautre. Ft encore cst-il juste d’obscrver qu’en Belgique presque rien n’est 
perdu des engrais donnes par dcs animaux nourris a pen pres toufe I’annee ^ 
I’etablc, tandis qu’en Angletcrrc la pature en plciii air affaiblit con'-idcrablcnient 
les quantites au’il devicni possible de «iettre cntieremcnt a profit. 

‘ Dans le departement du Nord aussi, ce sont les arrondi-sementsdorit Icsfermes 
ont la nioindre contenance qui cntretiennent le plus d’animaux. Tandis que les 
arrondi&semeiits de Lille et de Ilazcbrouck, outre uii plus grand n( mSre de 
chevaux, nourrissent, I’un I’equualent de 52 teles degi os betail, i’aiitre Tequivalent 
de 46 ; les arrondissenicnts ou les exploitations sont les plus giandcs, ceux de 
Dunkerque et d’Avesnes, nc contiennent, le premier, que Icquivalent de 44 beles 
bovines, Taulre, que celui de 40 (D’apies la Statistique de la France publice par 
le ^Iiniblre du Commerce : A^friciilUn 1. 1.) 

‘Pareilles recherches ctendues sur d’aulres points de la France offriraient dcs 
resultats analogues. S’ll est vrai que dans la banheue des villes, la petite culture 
s’abslieniie de gardcr des animaux, au produit desqucls elle supplce facilement par 
des achats d’engiais, il ne sc peut que le genre de ti avail qiu exige le plus de la 
terre ne soil pas celui (jui cn entrttienne le plus artivemenl la fertilile. Assure- 
ment il n’est pas donne aux peti»es fermes dc posseder de nombreux troupeaux de 
moutons, et c est un inconvenient , mais, en revanche, elles nourrissent plus de 
betes bovines que les grandcs. C’est la une nccessite a laquelle elles ne sauraient 
se soustraire dans aucun des pa3S ou les besoms de la consommalion les ont 
appelees a fieurir ; elles pcriiaient si elles ne rifussissaicnt pas a y satisfaire. 

* Voici, au surplus, sur cc point des details dont Texaclitude nous paratt pleine- 
ment altestee par Texcellcnce du travail oil nous les avons puiscs. Ces details, 
conlenus dans la statistique de la commune de Vensat (Puy de Dome), pubhee 
rccemmcntpar M. le doclcur Ju^^seiaud, make de la commune, sont d’autant plus 
precicux, qu’ils metlent dans tout Icur jour la natuie des changements que le 
devcloppenient de la petite culture a, dans le pays dont il s’agit, apporles au 
noinbre el a I’especc des am man \ dont le produit en cngrais sentient et accroit la 
feililite des terres. Dans la commune de Vensat, qiii comprend 1612 hectares 
diviscs en 4600 parcelles appartcuant a 591 proprictaires, Ic tcrritoiie exploilc sc 
compose de 1466 hectares. Or, cn 1790, 17 fcimes en occupaient les deux tiers et 
20 autres tout le resle. Depuis lois, les cultures se sont morcelces, et maintenant 
leur petitcsse est extreme. Quelle a ele I’lnfluence du changement sur la quantile 
des animaux? Une augmentation considerable. En {790, la commune ne 
possedait qu'environ 300 belcS a comes, et de iSoo a 2000 b^tes k lame ; 
adjourd’hui elle compte 676 des premia es, et 533 seulement des secondes. Ainsi 
pour rcmplacer 1300 moutons elle a acquis 376 bceufs et vaches, et lout cornpens^, 
la somme dcs engrais s’est accrue dans la proportion de 490 a 729, ou de plus de 
48 pour cent. Ft encore est il h. remarquer que, plus forts et mieux nourris k 
present, Its animaux*contribuent bien davantage a entretenir la ferlilite dcs terres. 

‘ Voili ce que les fails nous apprennent sur ce point : il n’est done pas vrai que 
la petite culture n^nourrisse pas autant d’animaux que les autres; loin dc 1^, il 
conditions locales pareilles, c’est elle qui en possede le plus, et il ne dcvait pas 
6tre difficile de le presumer ; car, du moment oii c’est die qui demande Ic ^lusaux 
tcries, il faut bicn qu’elle leur donne des soins d’autant plus reparateurs qu’elle en 
exige davantage. Que Ton pienne un k un les autres reproches ; qu’on les examine 
il la clarte de fails bien apprecies, on s’appercevra bientut qu’ils nc sauraient 6tre 
mieux fondes, ct qu’ils ii’ont etc fornmles que parce qu’on a compare I’dat des 
cultures dans des contrecs oil les tau&es de la prosjicrite agricolc 11 agissaient pa# 
avec la mOme tnergie’ (pp. 116-120). 
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before England, and theirs is still, as a wliol^, probably the best agricul- 
tuie in the world. The empirical skill, which is the effect of daily and 
close observation, peasant faimers often possess in an eminent degree. 
The traditional knowledge, for example, of the culture of the vine, 
possessed by the peasantry of the countries where the best vines are 
produced, is extiaordinary. There is no doubt an absence of science, 
or at least of theoiy , and to some extent a deficiency of the spirit of im- 
provement, so far as relates to the introduction of new processes. Theic 
IS also a want of means to make experwments, which can seldom l^e made 
with advantage except by rich pioprietors or capitalists. As for those 
systematic improvements which operate on a large tract of country at 
once (such as great works of draining or irrigation) or wdiich for any 
other reason do really require large numbers of workmen combining their 
labour, these are not in general to be expected fiom small farmers, or 
even small proprietors, though combination among them for such purposes 
is by no means unexampled, and will become moie common as their in- 
telligence is more developed. 

Against these disad\ antages is to be placed, where the tenure of land 
is of the requisite kind, an ardour of industry absolutely unexampled in 
any other condition of agiiculture. This is a subject on which the testi- 
mony of competent witnesses is unanimous. The woiking of the pctiie 
cultuy’e cannot be fairly judged where the small cultivator is merely 
a tenant, and not even a tenant on fixed conditions, but (as m 1 1 eland) 
at a nominal rent greater than can be paid, and therefore practically at a 
varying rent alw’ays amounting to the utmost that can be paid. To under- 
stand the subject, it must be studied where the cultivator is the piopnetor, 
or at least a indtayo with a permanent tenure ; where the labour he 
excits to increase the produce and \alue of the land avails wholly, or at 
least partly, to his own benefit and that of his descendants. In another 
division of our subject, we shah discuss at some length the important 
subject of tenures of land, and I defer till then any citation of e\idence 
on the marvellous industry of peasant proprietors. It may suffice heic to 
appeal to the immense amount of gross produce which, even without a 
permanent tenure, English labourers generally obtain from their little 
allotments ; a produce beyond comparison greater than a large farmer 
extracts, or would find it his interest to extract, from the same piece of 
land. 

And this I take to be the true reason why large cultivation is generally 
most advantageous as a mere investment- for profit. Land occupied by a 
large farmer is not fanned so highly. There is not nearly so much labour 
expended on it. This is not on account of any economy arising from 
combination of labour, but because, by employing less, a greater return is 
obtained in proportion to the outlay. It does not answ^^r to anyone to pay 
others for exerting all the labour which the peasant, or e\ cn the allotment 
holder, gladly undergoes when the fiuits are to be wholly reaped by him- 
self. This labour, however, is not unproductive : it all a^ds to the gross 
produce. With anything like equality of skill and knowledge, the large 
farmer does not obtain nearly so much from the soil as the small proprietor, 
or the small farmer with adequate motives to exertion : but though his 
returns are less, the labour is less in a still greater dcgiee, and as what- 
ever labour he employs must be paid for, it does not suit his purpose to 
employ more. 

But although the gross produce of the land is greatest, ceteris paribti^ 
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under small cultivation, and*although, therefore, a country is able on that 
system to support a larger aggregate population, it is generally assumed 
by English writers that what is termed the net produce, that is, the surplus 
after feeding the cultivators, must be smaller ; that, thercfoie, the popula- 
tion disposable for all other purposes, for manufactures, for commerce 
and navigation, for national defence, for the promotion of know ledge, for the 
liberal professions, for the various functions of government, for the aits and 
literature, all of which aie entiiely dependent on tins surplus for their 
CMSteiice as occupations, must be'* less numerous ; and that the nation, 
therefore (waving all question as to the condition of the actual cultuatois), 
must be inferior m the piincipal elements of national powder, and in many 
of those of general well-being-. This, however, has been taken for 
granted much too readily Undoubtedly the non-agiicultural population 
w'lll bear a less ratio to the agricultural, under small than under large 
culluation. But that it wnll be less numerous absolutely, is by no means 
a consequence. If the total population, agricultuial and non-agiicultural, 
is gi eater, the non-iagncultuial poition may be moie numerous in itself, 
ancl may yet be a smaller piopoition of the whole If the gross produce 
is larger, the net produce may be laiger, and yet bear a smaller ratio to 
the gross produce. Yet even Mi Wakefield sometimes appeals to 
confound these distinct ideas. In Fiance it is computed that two-thirds 
of the whole population are agricultural. In England, at most, onc-third. 
Hence Mr. Wakefield infeis, that ‘as in France only three people aie 
supported by the labour of tw'o cultnators, while m England the labour of 
two cultivatois suppoitssix people, English agricultuie is twice as produc- 
tive as PYencli agriculture,’ ow^ng to the supeiior efficiency of large farm- 
ing, through combination of labour. Butin the fiist place, the facts them- 
selves arc ovci staled 'Jhe labour of two jicisons in England docs not 
quite support six people, for tlieie is not a little food impoited from foieigii 
countiies, and fiom li eland. In Fiance, too, the labour of tw’O culti- 
vators does much more than supply the food of tliice persons. It 
provides the Ihiec persons, and occasionally foicigncis, with flax, hemp, 
and to a ceitain extent with silk, oils, tobacco, and latleily sugar, which in 
England are wholly obtained from abioad ; nearly all the timber used in 
France is of home growth, nearly all which is used in England is 
imported ; the principal fuel of h’rance is procured and brought to 
market by persons leckoned among agricultuiists, in England by persons 
not so reckoned I do not take into calculation hides and wool, these 
products being common to both countries, nor wine or brandy produced 
forborne consumption, since England has a corresponding pioduction of 
beer and spirits ; but England has no matciul expoit of cither article, and 
a great importation of the last, while Fiance supplies w'ines and spiiits to 
the whole world. I say nothing of fruit, eggs, and such minor expoi table 
articles of agricultiual produce. But, not to lay undue stress on these 
abatements, we wilj, l.ike the statement as it stands. Siijipose that two 
persons, m England, do produce the food of six, while in I‘'rance, 

for the same puipose, the labour of four is requisite. Docs it follow that 
England must have a larger surplus for the support of a non agricultural 
population? No; but meiely that she can devote two-thiids of her 
whole produce to the purpose, instead of one-lhiid. Suppose the produce 
to be twice as great, and the one-third will amouiit to as much as the two- 
thirds. The fact might be, that owing to the gi cater quantity of labour 
employed on the French system, the same land would produce fcodfor 
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twelve persons which on the English system would only produce it for 
six : and if this were so, which would be quite consistent wiih the con- 
ditions of the hypothesis, then although the food for twelve was produced 
by the labour of eight, while the six w'eie fed by the labour of only tw’O, 
there would be the same number of hands disposable for other employ- 
ment in the one country as m the other. I am not contending that the 
fact is so. I know that the gioss pioduce per acre in France a\ei ages 
much less than in England, and that, in piopoition to the extent and 
fertility of the two countiies, England Jjasin the sense wc aic now speak- 
ing of, much the largest disposable population. But the dispropoition 
certainly is not to be measured by ^Ir. Wakefield’s simple ciitcrion. As 
well might it be said that agiicultural labour in the United States, where, 
by the last census, four families m every five appeared to be engaged 
in agriculture, must be still more inefficient than m France. 

The inferiority of Fiench cultivation (which, taking the country as a 
whole, must be allowed to be real, though much exaggerated,) is pi obably 
more owing to the lower general average of industiial skill and energy in 
that countrv’, than to any special cause : and ev cn if partly the effect 
of minute subdivision, it does not piove that small farming is dis- 
advantageous, but only (what is undoubtedly the fact) that farms in 
France are very frequently /oo small, and, what is woisc, broken up into 
an almost inci edible number of patches oi panellcs^ most inconveniently 
dispersed and parted fi om one another. 

As a question, not of gross, but of net produce, the compaiative merits 
of the grande and the pet tie cu/tufr, especially when the small farmer is 
also the proprietor, cannot be looked upon as decided. It is a question 
on which good judges at present differ. The current of English opinion 
is in favour of large faims . on the Continent, the weight of authority 
seems to be on the other side. Professor Rau, of Heidelberg, the author 
of one of the most comprehensive and elaborate of extant treatises on 
political economy, and who has that large acquaintance with facts and 
authorities on his own subject, which generally chaiactciizcs his countiy- 
men, lays it down as a settled truth, that small or model aie-sizcd farms 
yield not only a larger gross, but a larger net produce . though, he adds, 
it is desirable there should be some great piopnetors, to lead the way in 
new improvements.* TJie most apparently imjiaiiial and disciiminating 
judgment that I have met with is that of M. Passy, who (alwa>s speaking 
w'ith reference to net pioduce) gives his verdict in favour of large farms 
for grain and forage ; but, for the kinds of culture which rccjuiic much 
labour and attention, places the advantage wholly on the side of small 
cultivation ; including in this description, not only the vine and the olive, 
where a considerable amount of care and labour must be bestowed 
on each individual plant, but also roots, leguminous iilants, and those 
which furnish the materials of manufactui cs. 'fhc small size, and 
consequent multiplication, of farms, accoiding to all authoiitics, aie 
extremely favourable to the abundance of many fninor products of 
agriculture.t 

* See pp. 352 and 335 of a French translation published at Brussels In 1839, by 
M. Fred de Kcmmeter, of Ghent. 

+ ‘Dans le departement du Nord,’ says M. Passy, ‘une ferme de 20 hectares 
recueille en veaux, laitagc, oeufj, et volailles, parfois pour un millier de francs dans 
I’ann^e ; ct, les frais dcfalqut^s, e’est Pequivalent d’une addition au produit net de 
15 a 20 francs par hectare.’ Des Systmes de Culture^ p. 1 14. 
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It is evident that every labourer who extracts from the land moie than 
his own food, and that of any family he may have, increases the means of 
supporting a non-agricultural population. Even if his surplus is no more 
than enough to buy clothes for him, the labourers who make the clothes 
are a non-agricuhural population, enabled to exist by food w'hich he 
produces. Every agricultural family, therefoie, which produces its owm 
necessaries, adds to the net produce of agncultuie ; and so docs e\cry 
person born on the land, who by employing himself on it, adds more to 
its gross produce than the mete food which he cats. It is questionable 
whether, even in the most subdivided districts of Europe which are 
cultivated by the proprietors, the multiplication of hands on the soil has 
approached, or tends to approach, within a great distance of this limit. 
In France, although the stib-division is confessedly too great, there is 
proof positive that it is far from having reached the point at which it 
would begin to diminish the power of supporting a non-agricultural popu- 
lation. This IS demonstrated by the great increase of the towns ; which 
have of late inci eased in a much greater ratio than the population 
generally, showing (unless the condition of the town labourers is 
becoming rapidly deteriorated, which thcie is no reason to believe) that 
even by the unfair and inapplicable test of propoitioiis, the prodiictixeness 
of agriculture must be on the incieasc. 'J'his, too, concuiiently wath the 
amplest evidence that in the more impio\ed districts of Fiance, and in 
some which, until lately, were among the unimpro\ed, theie is a consider- 
ably increased consumption of country produce by the country population 
itself. 

In the present chapter, w^e do not enter on the question of great and 
small cultivation in any other respect than as a (juestion of production, 
and of the cfificiency of labour. We shall return to it hereafter as affecting 
the distribution of the produce, and the physical and social well-being of 
the cultivators themselves ; in which aspect it deserves, and requires, a 
still more particular examination. 


CHAPTER X. 

OF THE LAW OF THE INCRFASE OF LABOUR. 

§ I. We have now successively considered each of the agents or con- 
ditions of production, and of the means by which the efficacy of these 
various agents is promoted. In order to come to an end of the questions 
which relate exclusively to production, one more, of primary importance, 
remains. 

Production is not*a fixed but an inci easing thing. When not kept 
back by bad institutions, or a low state of the aits of life, the pioduce of 
industry has usually tended to incicase ; stimulated not only by the 
desire of the producers to augment their means of consumption, but by 
the increasing number of the consumers. Nothing in political economy 
can be of more importance than to ascertain the law of this increase of 
production ; the conditions to which it is subject ; whether it has practi- 
cally any limits, and what these aie. There is also no subject in political 
economy which is populaily less understood, or which the errors com- 
mitted are of a character to produce, and do produce, greater mischief. 

We have seen that the essential requisites of production are three— 
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labour, capital, and natural agents ; the term capital including all ex* 
ternal and physical requisites which are products of labour, the term 
natural agents all those which are not. Ikit among natural agents we 
need not take into account those which, existing in unlimited quantity, 
being incapable of appiopnation, and never altering in ihcir qualities, 
arc always ready to lend an equal degree of assistance to production, 
whatever may be its extent ; as air and the light of the sun. l^eing now 
about to consider the impediments to production, not the facilities for it, 
we need adxert to no other natural ajfents than those which are liable to 
be deficient either m quantity or m productive power. These may be all 
represented by the tcim land Land, in the nanowest acceptation, as 
the source of agricultural piodiice, is the chief of them ; and if w'e extend 
the term to mines and fisheries— to what is found in the eaith itself, or in 
the waters whitli paitly co\ei it, as well as to what is grown or fed on its 
surface, it embiaces cvciylhing w'lth which we need at present concern 
ourselves. 

We may say, then, without a greater stretch of language than under 
the necessary explanations is peimissible, that the requisites of pioduc- 
tion are Labour, Capital, and Land The increase of production, thcie- 
fore, depends on the pioperiies of these elements It is a result of the 
increase either of the elements themselves, or of their productiveness. 
The law of increase of production must be a consequence of the laws of 
these elements ; the limits to the increase of production must be the 
limits, whatever they arc, set by those laws. Wc piocecd to consider 
the three elements successively, with rcfciencc to this effect ; or m other 
w’ords the law of the increase of production, viewed in respect of its 
dependence, first on Labour, secondly on Capital, and lastly on Land. 

§ 2 The increase of labour is the increase of m.inkmd ; of population. 
On this subject the discussions excited by Mi. Malthus’ Essay, have 
made the truth, although by no means universally admitted, yet so fully 
known, that a briefer examination of the question than would otherwise 
have been necessary will j^robably on the present occasion suffice. 

The power of multiplication inherent in all oiganic life may be rcgaided 
as infinite Theie is no one species of vegetable or animal, whuh, if the 
eaith were entirely abandoned to it, and to the things on which it feeds, 
would not in a small number of years overspread every region of the 
globe, of which the climate was compatible with its existence. The 
degree of possible rapidity is difieient m diffcient ordcis of beings ; but 
m all It IS sufficient for the eaith to be very speedily filled up. There are 
species of vegetables of which a single plant will produce in one year the 
germs of a thousand ; if only two come to maturity, in fourteen years the 
two will have multiplied to sixteen thousand and moic. Many animals 
have the power of quadrupling iheir numbers in .v single year ; if they 
only do as much in half a century, ten thousand will have sw'clled within 
two centuries to upw'ards of tw^o millions and a half. The capacity of 
increase is necessarily in a geometrical piogrcssion : the numeiical ratio 
alone is different. 

To this property of organized beings, the human species forms no 
exception. Its power of increase is indefinite, and the actual muliiplica- 
tion would be extraordinarily rapid, if that power weie exeicised to the 
utmost. It never is exer^iised to the utmost, and yet, in the most favour- 
able circumstances known to exist, which are those of a fertile region 
colonized from an industrious and civilized community, population has 
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continued for several generations, independently of fresh immigration, 
to double Itself in not much more than twenty years. That there is a 
capacity of multiplication in the human species beyond even this, is 
evident if we consider how great is the ordinary number of children to a 
family, where the climate is good and early marriages usual ; and how 
small a proportion of them die before the age of maturity, in the piesent 
state of hygienic knowledge, where the locality is healthy, and the family 
adequately provided with the means of living. It is a very low estimate 
of the capacity of increase, if v\e t)nly assume, that in a good sanitary 
condition of the people, each generation may be double the number of 
the generation which pieccded it. 

'rwenty or thirty years ago, these propositions might still have required 
considerable enforcement and illustration ; but the evidence of them is 
so ample and incontestable, that they have made their way against all 
kinds of opposition, and may now be regaidcd as axiomatic • although 
the extreme reluctance felt to admitting them, every now and then gives 
birth to some ephemeral theory, speedily forgotten, of a different law of 
increase in different circumstances, through a providential adaptation of 
the fecundity of the human species to the exigencies of society. The 
obstacle to a just understanding of the subject does not arise from these 
theories, but from too confused a notion of the causes which, at most 
times and places, keep the actual inciease of mankind so far behind the 
capacity. 

§ 3. rhose causes, nevertheless, are in no way mv sterious. What 
pi events the population of hares and rabbits from overstocking the earth ? 
Not want of fecundity, but causes very different . many enemies, and in- 
sufficient subsistence ; not enough to eat, and liability to being eaten. 
In the human race, which is not gcneially subject to the latter incon- 
venience, the equivalents for it are war and disease. If the multiplication 
of mankind pioceeded, like that of the other animals, from a blind 
instinct, it would be limited in the same manner with theirs ; the births 
would be as numerous as the physical constitution of the species admitted 
of, and the population would be kept down by deaths. But the conduct 
of human creatures is everywhere more or less influenced by foresight of 
consequences, and by some impulses superior to mere animal instincts : 
and they do not, therefore, propagate like swine, but are capable, though 
in veiy unequal degrees, of being withheld by prudence, or by the social 
affcclions, from giving existence to beings born only to misery and 
prematuie death. In proportion as mankind rise above the condition of 
the beasts, population is icstrained by the fear of want, lather than by 
want Itself. Even where theie is no question of starvation, most persons 
are similarly acted upon by the apprehension of losing what have come to 
be regarded as the decencies of their situation in life. Hitheito no other 
motives than these two have been found strong enough, in the generality 
of mankind, to cqunteiact the tendency to increase. It has been the 
practice of a great majoiity of the middle and the poorer classes, when- 
ever free from external control, to marry as early, and in most countries 
to have as many children, as was consistent with maintaining themselves 
in the condition of life which they were born to, or vveie accustomed to 
pnsider as theirs. Among the middle classes, in many individual 
instances, there is an additional restiaint e.xercised from the desire 01 
doing more than maintaining their circumstances— of improving them ; 
but such a desire is rarely found, or rarely has that effect, in the labouring 
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classes. If they can bring up a family as they were themselves brought 
up, even the prudent among them are usually satisfied. Too often they 
do not think even of that, but lely on fortune, or on the resources to be 
found 111 legal or voluntary chanty. 

In a very backward state of society, like that of Europe in the middle 
ages, and many parts of Asia at present, population is kept down by 
actual star\ntion. The starvation docs not Like pl.ice in oidinary years, 
but in seasons of scarcity, which in tliose states of society are much more 
frequent and more extreme than Europe is now accustomed to. In these 
seasons actual want, or the maladies consequent on it, carry off numbers 
of the population, which in a succession of fa\ Durable years again expands, 
to be again cruelly decimated. In a more improved stale, few, even 
among the poorest of the people, are limited to absolute necessaries, and 
to a bare sufficiency of those • and the increase is kept within bounds, 
not by excess of deaths, but by limitation of births. The limitation is 
brought about m various ways. In some countries, it is the lesult of 
prudent or conscientious self-restraint. Theie is a condition to which the 
labouring people are habituated; they perceive that by ha\ing too 
numerous families, they must sink below that condition, or fail to 
transmit it to their children ; and this they do not choose to submit to. 
The countries in which, so far as is known, a great degree of voluntary 
prudence has been longest piactised on this subject, are Noiway and 
parts of Switzerland. Conceining both, theic hajipens to be unusually 
authentic information ; many facts weic carefully brought together by 
Mr. Malthus, and much additional evidence has been obtained since his 
lime. In both these countries the increase of population is \eiy slow ; 
and, what checks it, is not multitude of deaths but fewness of biiths. 
Both the births and the deaths are remarkably few in projDortion to the 
population ; the average duration of life is the longest in Euiopc ; the 
population contains fewer children, and a greater propoitional number of 
persons in the vigour of life, than is known to be the case in any other 
part of the world. The paucity of births tends directly to prolong life, by 
keeping the people in comfortable circumstances ; and the same prudence 
is doubtless exercised in avoiding causes of disease, as m keeping clear of 
the principal cause of poverty. It is worthy of remaik that the two 
countries thus honourably distinguished, aie countries of small landed 
proprietors 

There arc other cases in which the prudence and forethought, which 
perhaps might not be exercised by the people themselves, are exercised 
by the state for their benefit ; maniage not being pcimitted until the con- 
tracting parties can show that they have the piospcct of a comfortable 
support. Under these laws, of which I shall speak more fully hereafter, 
the condition of the people is repoited to be good, and the illegitimate 
births not so numerous as might be expected 'I hci^e arc places, again, 
in which the restraining cause seems to be not so much individual pru- 
dence, as some general and perhaps even accidental habit of the country. 
In the rural districts of England, during the last century, the growth of 
population was very effectually repressed by the difficulty of obtaining a 
cottage to live in. It was the custom for unmarried labourers to lodge and 
board with their emplojjers ; it w'as the custom for married labourers to 
have a cottage : and the rule of the English poor laws by which a parish 
was charged with the support of its unemployed poor, rendered land- 
owners averse to promote maniage. About the end of the ccnluiy, the 
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great demand for men in war and manufactures, made it be thought 
a patriotic thing to encouiage population : and about the same time the 
growing inclination of farmeis to live like rich people, favoured as it \\as 
by a long pciiod of high prices, made them desiious of keeping infcnois 
at a greater distance and, pecuniar>^ moti\ cs arising from abuses of the 
poor laws being supeiadded, they gradually dro\e their laboureis into 
cottages, which the landlords now no longer icfuscd permission to build. 
In some countries an old standing custom that a girl should not marry 
until she had spun and woven for heiself an ample trousseau^ is said to 
have acted as a substantial check to population. In England, at present, 
the influence of prudence in keeping down multiplication is seen by the 
diminished number of marriages in the manufactuiing districts in years 
when trade is bad. 

But w'liatcver be the causes by which population is anywhere limited 
to a comparatively slo\v rate of increase, there is alv\ays an immense 
residuary power behind, ready to start into activity as soon as the 
pressuie which restiaincd it is taken off. It is but rarely that improve- 
ments in the condition of the labouring classes do anything moie than 
give a temporary margin, specdilly filled up by an inciease of their num- 
bers. The use ‘they commonly choose to make of any advantageous 
change m their circumstances, is to take it out in the form which, by 
augmenting the population, dcpiivcs the succeeding generation of the 
benefit. Unless their idea and their habitual standard of comfortable 
li\ing can be laised, nothing peimanent can be done for them; the 
most promising schemes end only in having a more numerous, but not a 
happier people. By their habitual standard, I mean that down to w-hich 
they w'lll multiply, but not low’er. Every advance they make in educa- 
tion, civilization, and social impiovement, tends to raise this standard ; and 
there is no doubt that it is gradually, though slowly, rising in the more 
advanced countiies of Western Europe. Subsistence and employment in 
England have never increased more lapidly than in the last sixteen years, 
but the census of 1841 showed a smaller proportional increase of popula- 
tion than that of 1831 ; and the pioducc of Fiench agriculture and 
industry is inci casing in a progiessive latio, while the population exhibits 
in every quinquennial census a smaller propoilion of births to the 
population. 

The subject, however, of population, in its connexion with the condition 
of the labouiing classes, will bfe considcied m another place: in the 
present, we have to do wuth it solely as one of the elements of Produc- 
tion : and in that chaiacter we could not dispense wulh pointing out the 
unlimited extent of its natural poweis of mcicase, and the causes owing 
to which so small a portion of that unlimited power is for the most pait 
actually exercised. After this brief indication, w'C shall proceed to the 
other elements. 


CHAPTER XL 

OF THE LAW OF IHE INCREASE OF CAPITAL. 

§ I. The leqnisites of production being labour, capital, and land, it 
has been seen from the pi eccding chapter that the impediments to the 
increase of production do not arise from the first f>f these elements. On 
the side of labour there is no obstacle to an increase of pioduction, 
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indefinite in extent and of unslackening rapidity. Population has the 
power of incteasing in a uniform and rapid geometrical ratio. If the 
only essential condition of production weie labour, the produce might, 
and naturally would, increase in the same ratio ; and there would be no 
limit, until the numbers of mankind were brought to a stand from actual 
want of space. 

But production has other icquisites, and of these, the one which Ave 
shall next consider is Capital. The^e cannot be more people in any 
country, or in the world, than can be supported from the produce of past 
labour until that of present labour comes in. Theie will be no gi eater 
number of productive labourers in any coiintr>% or in the world, than can 
be supported from that portion of the produce of past labour, A\hich is 
spared from the enjoyments of its possessor for purposes of reproduction, 
and IS termed Capital. We have next, ihercfoie, to inquire into the con- 
ditions of the increase of capital : the causes by which the rapidity 
of Its increase is determined, and the necessary limitations of that 
increase. 

Since all capital is the product of saving, that is, of abstinence from 
present consumption for the sake of a future good, the increase of capital 
must depend upon two things, the amount of the fund fiom which 
saving can be made, and the strength of the dispositions which prompt 
to it. 

The fund from which saving can be made, is the surplus of the produce 
of labour, after supplying the necessaries of life to all conceined in the 
production (including those employed in replacing the mateiials, and 
keeping the fixed capital in repair). More than this surplus cannot be 
saved under any circumstances. As much as this, though it never is 
saved, always might be. This surplus is the fund from which the enjoy- 
ments, as distinguished fiom the necessaiies of the produceis, aie 
provided ; it is the fund from wdiich all are subsisted, who aie not them- 
selves engaged in production ; and from which all additions are made to 
capital. It is the real net produce of the countiy. 'J'hc phrase, net 
produce, is often taken in a more limited sense, to denote only the profits 
of the capitalist and the rent of the landlord, under the idea that nothing 
can be included in the net produce of capital, but wdiat is retuined to the 
owmer of the capital after replacing his expenses. But this is too narrow 
an acceptation of the teim. The capital of the employer forms the 
revenue of the labourers, and if this exceeds the necessaries of life, it gives 
them a surplus, which they may either expend in enjoyment or save. 
For every purpose for which there can be occasion to speak of the net 
produce of industry, this suiplus ought to be included in it. When this 
is included, and not otherwise, the net produce of the country is the 
measure of its effective power ; of what it can spafc for any purposes of 
public utility, or private indulgence ; the portion of its produce of which 
It can dispose at pleasuie ; which can be drawn upon “to attain any ends, 
or gratify any wishes, either of the government or of individuals ; which 
it can either spend for its satisfaction, or save for future advantage. 

The amount of this fund, this net produce, this excess of production 
above the physical necessaiies of the producers, is one of the elements 
that determine the amount of saving. The greater the produce of labour 
after supporting the labourers, the more there is which ca/t be saved. 
The same thing also partly contributes to determine, how much be 
saved, A part of the motive to saving consists in the prospect of deriving 
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aft income fioin savings ; in the fact that capital, employed in production, 
is capable of not only reproducing itself but yielding an mcieasc. The 
gi eater the profit that can be made fiom capital, the slionger is the 
motive to its accumulation. That indeed ^^hlch forms the inducement to 
sa\e, IS not the whole of the fund which supplies the means of saving, not 
the whole net produce of the land, capital, and labour of the counliy, but 
only a part of it, the part whieh forms the remuneration of the cajiitalist, 
and IS called profit of stork. It wijl, however, be readily enough under- 
stood, even previously to the explanations which will be given licicafter, 
that when the gcneial productiveness of labour and capital is gieat, the 
returns to the capitalist are likely to be large, and that some pioportion, 
though not a uniform one, will commonly obtain between the two. 

§ 2. But the disposition to save does not wholly depend on the external 
inducement to it ; on the amount of profit to be made fiom saving. 
With the same pecuniary inducement, the inclination is very different, in 
different persons, and in different communities. The effective desire of 
accumulation is of unequal stiength, not only according to the vaiieties of 
individual character, but to the general state of society and civilization. 
Like all other moral attributes, it is one in which the human race exhibits 
great differences, conformably to the diveisity of its circumstances and 
the stage of its progress. 

On topics which if they weie to be fully investigated would exceed the 
bounds th.it can be allotted to them in this treatise, it is satisfacloiy to be 
able to lefer to other works in winch the necessary developments hav’e 
been jnesented more at length. On the subject of I’opul.ition this 
valuable service has been rendeied by the celcbiated Kssay of Mr. 
Malthus and on the point which now occupies us I can refer with equal 
confidence to another, though a less known woik, ‘New Principles of 
Political Economy,’ by Mr. Rae ^ In no other book known to me is so 
much light thrown, both from piinciplc and histoiy, on the causes which 
determine the accumulation of capital. 

All accumulation involves the saciificeof a present, for the sake of a 
futiiie good. But the expediency of such a saciifice varies ver>' much in 
different stales of circumstances ; and men’s willingness to make it, vanes 
still more 

In weighing the future against the present, the unceitainty of all things 

* This treatise is an example, such as not iinfrcqiiently presents itself, how much 
more depends on accident, than on the qualities of a book, in determining its re- 
ception. Had it appealed at a suitable time, and been favoured by circumstances, 
it would have had every requisite for great success. The author, a Scotchman 
settled in the United States, unites much knowledge, an original vein of thought, 
a considerable turn for philosophic generalities, and a manner of exposition and 
illustration calculated to make ideas tell not only for what they are worth, but for 
more than they are wyrth, and which, sometimes, I think, has that effect in the 
writer’s own mind. The principal fault of the book is the position of antagonism 
in which, with the controversial spirit apt to be found in those who have new 
thoughts on old subjects, he has placed himself towards Adam Smith. I call this 
a fault, (though I think many of the criticisms just, and some of thenn far-seeing,) 
because there is much less of real diffeience in opinion than might be supposed 
from Mr. Rae’s animadversions ; and because what he has found vulnerable in his 
great predecessor is chiefly the ‘ human too much * in h]# premises ; the portion of 
them that is over and above what was cither required oi is actually used in the 
establishment of bis conclusions. 
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future is a leading element ; and that uncertainty is of very diffeient 
degrees. ^ All circumstances,’ thciefore, increasing the probability of 
the provision we make for futurity being enjoyed by oiii selves or others, 
tend’ justly and reasonably io give strength to the effective desire of 
accumulation. Thus a healthy climate or occupation, by inci easing the 
probability of life. Ins a tendency to add to this desire. When engaged 
in safe occupations, and living m healthy coimtiies, men are much more 
apt to be frugal, than m unhealthy, or hazardous occupations, and in 
climates pernicious to human life Sailoi s and soldiers aie prodigals. In 
the West Inches, New Oilcans, the Last Indies, the cxpcndituie of the 
inhabitants is piofusc. The same people, coming to leside in the healthy 
parts of Europe, and not getting into the voitex of extravagant fashion, 
live economically. War and pestilence have always waste and luxury 
among the othci evils that follow in ihcir tram For similar leasons, 
whatever gives secuiity to the affaiis of the community, is favourable to 
the strength of this principle. In this respect the general pievalence of 
law and older, and the prospect of the continuance of peace and 
tranquillity, liav^e considerable influence ’* The more perfect the security, 
the gi eater will be the effective stiength of the desire of accumulation. 
Where propcity is less safe, or the vicissitudes ruinous to foi tunes are 
more frequent and scveie, feucr persons will save at all, and of those who 
do, many will recjuiie the inducement of a highci late of profit on capital, 
to make them ])refer a doubtful future to the temptations of present 
enjoyment 

These arc considerations which aflfect the expediency, in the eye of 
reason, of consulting futuic inteiests at the expense of present. But 
men’s inclination to make this sacrifice does not solely depend upon its 
expediency. The disposition to save, is often f«ir short of what leason 
would dictate • and at other limes is liable to be in excess of it. 

Deficient strength of the desire of accumulation may aiise from 
improvidence, oi fiom want of interest in otheis. Impiovulence may be 
connected with intellectual as well as moral causes. Individuals and 
communities of a very low state of intelligence are always iinpi evident 
A ceilam measure of intellectual development seems necessary to enable 
absent things, and especially things futuic, to act with any force on the 
imagination and will. The effect of want of inteiest m otheis m diminish- 
ing accumulation, will be admitted, if we cons dei how much saving at 
present lakes place, which has for its object the mtciest of others rather 
than of ourselves ; the education of children, tlicir advancement in life, 
the future interests of other peisonal connexions, the desiie of promoting, 
by the bestowal of money or time, objects of public or piivate usefulness. 
If mankind were generally in the state of mind to which some approach 
was seen in the declining period of the Roman empiic— caring nothing 
for their lieiis, as well as nothing for friends, the ppbhc, or any object 
which survived them— -they would seldom deny thembeh cs any indulgence 
for the sake of saving, beyond what was necessary for their own future 
years ; which they would place m life annuities, or m some other form 
which would make its existence and their lives terminate together. 

§ 3. From various degrees of these deficiencies, intellectual and moral, 
there is, in different portions of the human race, a greater diveisity than 
is usually adverted to, in the strength of the effective desiic of accuniula- 
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lion. A backwaid state of general civilization is often more the effect of 
deficiency in this particular than in many others which attract more atten- 
tion. In the ciicumstanccs, for example, of a hunting tube, ‘ man may be 
said to be necessarily improvident, and regardless of futurity, because, in 
this state, the future presents nothing which can be with ceilainty either 

foreseen or governed Besides a want of the motives exciting to 

provide for the needs of futurity through means of the abilities of the 
present, there is a w'ant of the habits of perception and action, leading to 
a constant connexion in the mind« of those distant points, and of the 
seiies of events serving to unite them. Even, theicfore, if motives be 
awakened capable of producing the exertion necessary to effect this con- 
nexion, theie remains the task of training the mind to think and act so as 
to establish it.’ 

For instance : ‘Upon the banks of the St. Lawrence there are several 
little Indian villages. They are surrounded, in general, by a good deal 
of land, from which the w'ood seems to have been long extirpated, and 
have, besides, attached to them, extensive tracts of forest. The cleared 
land is rarely, I may almost say never, cultivated, nor aie any inroads 
made in the foicst for such a puipose. The soil is, nevertheless, fertile, 
and weic it not, manure lies m heaps by then* houses. Were eveiy family 
to inclose half an acie of giound, till it, and plant in it potatoes and mai/c, 
it would yield a sufficiency to support them one-half the year. They suffer, 
too, every now and then, exti erne want, insomuch that, joined to occa- 
sional intemperance, it is rapidly reducing their numbers. This, to us, so 
stiange apathy proceeds not, in any great degree, from repugnance 
to labour ; on the contrary, they apply very diligently to it when its 
reward is immediate Thus, beside their peculiar occupations of hunting 
and fishing, m which they aic ever leady to engage, they are much 
employed in the navigation of the St. Lawicncc, and may be seen 
labouiing at the oar, or setting with the pole, in the large boats used 
for the purpose, and always fuinish the greater part of the additional 
hands necessary to conduct rafts though some of the rapids. Nor is the 
obstacle aversion to agricultural labour. This is no doubt a prejudice of 
theirs ; but mere prejudices always yield, principles of action cannot be 
created. When the returns from agricultural labour are speedy and 
great, they are also agriculturists. Thus, some of the little islands 
on Lake St. PTancis, near the Indian village of St. Regis, are favourable 
to the growth of maue, a plant yielding a return of a hundredfold, and 
forming, even when half ripe, a pleasant and substantial repast. Patches 
of the best land on these islands are, therefore, every year, cultivated by 
them for this purpose. As their situation renders them inaccessible to 
cattle, no fence is required ; were this additional outlay necessary^, I 
suspect they w^ould iDc neglected, like the commons adjoining their 
village. These had apparently, at one time, been under crop. The 
cattle of the neighbouring settlers would now, how'ever, destroy any crop 
not securely fenced, and this additional necessary outlay consequently 
bars their culture. It removes them to an order of instruments of slower 
return than that which corresponds to the strength of the effective desire 
of accumulation in this little society. 

‘It is here deserving of notice, that what instruments of this kind they 
do form, are completely formed. The small spots of com they cultivate 
are thoroughly weeded and hoed, A little negleft in this part would in- 
deed reduce the crop very much ; of this experience has made them per- 
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feclly a^^ are, and they act accordingly. It is evidently not the necessary 
labour that is the obstacle to more extended culture, but the distant return 
from that labour. I am assured, indeed, that among some of the more 
remote tribes, the labour thus expended much exceeds that given by the 
whites. The same portions of ground being cropped without remission, 
and manure not being used, they w^ould scarcely yield any return, were 
not the soil most carefully broken and pulverized, both with the hoe and 
the hand. In such a situation a wh^te man would clear a fresh piece of 
ground. It would perhaps scarce repay his labour the first year, and he 
would have to look for his reward in succeeding years. On the Indian, 
succeeding years are too distant to make sufficient impiession : though, 
to obtain what labour may bring about in the course of a few months, he 
toils even more assiduously than the white man ** 

This view of things is confiimed by the experience of the Jesuits, in 
their interesting efforts to civilize the Indians of Paraguay. They gained 
the confidence of these savages in a most extraoidinary degree. They 
acquired influence over them sufficient to make them change their whole 
manner of life. They obtained their absolute submission and obedience. 
They established peace. They taught them all the operations of Kuiopean 
agriculture, and many of the more difficult arts There were everywhere 
to be seen, according to Charlevoix, ‘workshops of gilders, painters, 
sculptors, goldsmiths, watchmakers, carpenters, joiners, dyeis,^ etc. Tliese 
occupations were not practised for the personal gain of the artificers : the 
produce w'as at the absolute disposal of the missionaries, who ruled the 
people by a voluntary despotism. The obstacles arising from aversion to 
labour were therefore very completely overcome. The leal difficulty was 
the improvidence of the people ; their inability to think for the future ; 
and the necessity accordingly of the most unremitting and minute super^ 
intendence on the pait of their instructors. ‘Thus at fiist, if these gave 
up to them the caie of the oxen with which they ploughed, their indolent 
thoughtlessness w'ould probably leave them at evening still yoked to the 
implement Worse than this, instances occuiicd wheic they cut them up 
for supper, thinking, when lepiehended, that they sufficiently excused 
tlicmselv’es by saying they were hungiy. . . . These fathers, says Ulloii, 
have to visit the houses, to examine wdiat is leally wanted foi, without 
this care, the Indians would never look after anything. 'I'licy must be 
piesenl, too, when animals are slaughtered, not only that the meat may 
be equally divided, but that nothing may be lost.* ‘ But notwithstanding 
all this care and superintendence,* says Charlevoix, ‘and all the precau- 
tions which are taken to prevent any want of the necessaries of life, the 
missionaries are sometimes much embarrassed. It often happens that 
they,* (the Indians,) ‘do not reserve to themselves a sufficiency of gram, 
even for seed. As for their other provisions, w^e'e they not well looked 
after, they would soon be without wherewithal to support lifc.’f 
As an example intermediate, in the strength of ilie effective desire of 
accumulation, between the state of things thus depicted and that of 
modern Europe, the case of the Chinese deserves attention. From 
various circumstances in their personal hibits and social condition, it 
might be anticipated that they would possess a degree of prudence and 
self-control greater than other Asiatics, but infeuor to most Euiopean 
nations ; and the follov/ing evidence is adduced of the fact. 

+ Ihiii.f p. 140. 
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‘ Dtiral^ilily is one of the chief qualities marking a high degree of the 
cffectixe desire of accumulation. The testimony of travellcis asenbes to 
the instiuments foimcd by the Chinese a very inferior diiiability to 
similar instruments constiuclcd by Kuropcans. 'J he houses, we arc told, 
unless of the higher ranks, are in general of unbuint bucks, of clay, or of 
hurdles plastered with earth ; the roots, of reeds fastened to laths. We 
can scarcely conceive more unsubstantial or tempoiaiy fabrics. Their 
paititions aie of paper, requiring, to be renewed eveiy year. A similar 
observation may be made concerning then implements of husbandry, and 
other utensils. They are almost entirely of wood, the metals entering but 
very sparingly into their construction ; consequently they soon wear out, 
and require fiequcnt renewals. A greater degree of sticngth in the 
effective desire of accumulation, would cause them to be constructed of 
materials requiring a greater piesent expenditure, but being far more 
dm able. Fiom the same cause, much land, that in other countries would 
Jbe cultivated, lies \vaste All travellers take notice of large tracts of land, 
thiefly swamps, which continue in a state of nature. To bung a sw'amp 
into tillage is gcncially a process, to complete wdiich, requiies several 
years. It must be previously drained, the surface long exposed to the 
sun, and many operations performed, before it can be made capable of 
bearing a crop Though yielding, pi obably, a very considerable retuin 
for the labour bestowed on it, that return is not made until a long time 
has elapsed. The cultivation of such land implies a gi eater stiength of 
the effective desire of accumulation than exists in the empire. 

‘The produce of the harvest is, as we have icmaikcd, always an 
instrument of some older or another; it is a provision for future want, 
and icgulated by the same laws as those to which other means of attain- 
ing a similar end confoim It is there chiefly rice, of which there aie two 
harvests, the one in June, the other in October. The pciiod then of eight 
months between October and June, is that for which provision is made 
each year, and the difleient estimate they make of to-day and this day 
eight months will appear in the self-denial they practise now, m order to 
guaid against want then The amount of this self-denial would seem to 
be small. 'Ihc fathci Parennm, indeed, (wl.o seems to have been one of 
the most intelligent of the Jesuits, and spent a long life among the 
Chinese of all classes) asscils, that it is then gieat deficiency m foie- 
thoLight and fiugality in this icspect, which is the cause of the scarcities 
and famines that frequently occur.’ 

That It is defect of providence, not defect of industry, that limits pro- 
duction among the Chinese, is still more obvious than m the case of the 
semi-agncultunzcd Indians. ‘ Wheie the returns are quick, where the 
instiuments formed re^uiie but little lime to bring the events for which 
they were formed to an issue,’ it is well known that ‘ the great prog^ress 
which has been made m the knowledge of the arts suited to the nature of 
the count! y and tlfb wants of its inhabitants’ makes industry encigctic 
and effective. ‘The warmth of the cliinalc, the natural fertility of the 
country, the knowledge which the inhabitants have acquired of the aits of 
agriculture, and the discovery and gradual adaptation to cv^ery soil of the 
most useful vegetable productions, enable them very speedily to draw 
fiom almost any part of the surface, w’hat is theic esteemed an equivalent 
to much more than the labour bestowed in tilling*^ind cropiimg it. They 
have commonly double, sometimes treble harvests. These when they 
consist of a gram so productive as rice, the usual crop, can scarce fail to 
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yield to their skill, from almost any portion of soil that can be at once 
brought into culture, very ample returns. Accordingly there is no spot 
that labour can immediately bring under cultivation, that is not made to 
yield to it. Hills, even mountains, are ascended and foimed into terraces ; 
and water, in that country the great productive agent, is led to every part 
by drains, or earned up to it by the ingenious and simple hydraulic 
machines which have been in use from time immemorial among this 
singular people. They effect this the more easily, from the soil, even m 
these situations, being very deep and Covered with much vegetable mould. 
But what yet more than this marks the readiness with which labour is 
forced to form the most difficult materials into instruments, where these 
instruments soon bring to an issue the events for which they arc formed, 
is the frequent occurrence on many of their lakes and rivers, of structures 
resembling the floating gardens of the Peruvians, rafts covered with 
vegetable soil and cultivated. Labour in this way draws from the 
matenals on which it acts very speedy letuins. Nothing can exceed the 
luxuriance of vegetation when the quickening powers of a genial sun are 
ministered to by a rich soil and abundant moisture. It is otherwise, as 
we have seen, in cases where the return, though copious, is distant. 
European travellers are surprised at meeting these little floating farms by 
the side of swamps which only require draining to lender them tillable. 
It seems to them strange that labour should not rather be bestowed on 
the solid earth, where its fruits might endure, than on structures that 
must decay and pciish m a few years. The people they are among think 
not so much of future years as of the present time. The effective desire 
of accumulation is of very different strength in the one, from what it is in 
the other. The views of the European extend to a distant futurity, and 
he is surprised at the Chinese, condemned, through improvidence, and 
want of sufficient prospective care, to incessant toil, and as he thinks, 
insufferable wretchedness. The views of the Chinese are confined to 
narrower bounds ; he is content, as we say, to live from day to day, and 
has learnt to conceive even a life of toil a blessing.’* 

When a country has carried production as far as in the existing state of 
knowledge it can be earned with an amount of return corresponding to 
the average strength of the effective desire of accumulation in that country, 
it has reached what is called the stationary state ; the state in which no 
further addition will be made to capital, unless there takes place either 
some improvement in the arts of production, ^ or an increase in the 
strength of the desire to accumulate. In the stationary state, although 
capital does not on the whole increase, some persons grow richer and 
others poorer. Those whose degree of providence is below the usual 
standard, become impoverished, their capital perishes, and makes room 
for the savings of those whose effective desire of acc^imulation exceeds the 
average. These become the natural purchasers of the lands, manufactories, 
and other instruments of production owned by their leSj> provident countiy^- 
men. 

What the causes are which make the return to capital greater in one 
country than in another, and which, in certain circumstances, make it im- 
possible for any additional capital to find investment unless at diminished 
returns, will appear clearly hereafter. In China, if that country has really 
attained, as it is suppqjed to have done, the stationary state, accumula- 
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tion has stopped when the returns to capital are still as high as is indicated 
by a rale of interest legally twelve per cent, and practically varying (it is 
said) bctw^een eighteen and thirty-six. It is to be presumed thcicfoic that 
no greater amount of ca])ital than the country aheady possesses, can find 
employment at this high rate of profit, and that any lower rate docs not 
hold out to a Climcse snflicicnt temptation to induce him to abstain fiom 
present cniojunent What a contrast with Holland, wheic, dining the 
most flourishing peiiod of us histo.y, the government was able habitinlly 
to boirow at two per cent., and pii\atc individuals, on good security, at 
thiee. Since China is not a countiy like Bui mail, 01 the native states of 
India, wheic an enoimous inteiest is but an indisjiensablc compensation 
for the risk incurred from the bad iaith or po\crty of the state, and of 
almost all private borrowers ; the fact, if fact it bo, that the increase of 
capital has come to a stand while the ictiirns to it aie still lo Luge, 
denotes a much less degree of the effective desne of acciimulalion, in 
other w^ords, a much lower estimate of the future iclativcly to the picscnt, 
than that of most Euiopean nations. 

§4. We have hitherto spoken of countries in which the a\eiage 
strength of the desne to accumulate is short of that which, in ciiciim- 
stanccs of any tolerable secuiity, reason and sober calculation would 
approve. Wc have now to speak of others in which it decidedly sur- 
passes that standard. In the more piosperous countries of Euiope, 
although m them also aic to be found abundant c of piodigals, and in 
some of them (and in none 11101 e than Englanclj the oidmary clegiee 
of economy and providence among those wdio li\e by manual labour 
cannot be considcicd high, still in a \ery numcious poition of the 
community, the piofcssional, manufacturing, and trading classes, being 
those w'ho, generally speaking, unite moic of the means with more of the 
motives for sa\ ing than any other class, the spirit of act umiilation is so 
strong, that the signs of lapidly mci easing wealth meet every eye : and 
the great amount of capital seeking investment excites astonishment, 
\vhenc\cr peculiar ciiciimstances turning much of it into some one 
channel, such as raihvay construction or foreign speculative adventure, 
bring the largeness of the total amount into evidence. 

Theie are many circumstances which, in England, give a peculiar 
foice to the accumulating piopensity. The long exemption of the 
country from the lavagcs of w'ar, and the far earlier peiiod than else- 
where at w'hich propel ty was secuie fiom military violence or aibitrary 
spoliation, have produced a long-standing and hereditary confidence m 
the safety of funds when trusted out of the owner’s hands, w'hich in most 
other countries is of much more recent origin, and less fiimly established. 
The geographical caJises which have made industiy rather than war the 
natural source of power and importance to Cheat Britain, have tuined an 
unusual proportion of the most enlci prising and energetic characteis into 
the diiection of manufactures and commerce ; into supplying iheir wants 
and gratifying their ambition by producing and saving," rather than by 
appropriating what has been produced and saved. Much also depended 
on the better political institutions of this countr}^ which by the scope 
they have allowed to individual freedom of action, have encouraged per- 
sonal activity and self-reliance, while by the bbetty they confer of associa- 
tion and combination, they facilitate industrial enterprise on a large scale. 
The same institutions m another of their aspects, give a most direct and 
potent stimulus to the desire of acquiring wealth. The earlier decline of 
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feudalism having removed or much weakened invidious distinctlotie be- 
tween the Originally trading classes and those who had been accustomed 
to despise them ; and a polity ha\ mg giown up which made wealth the 
real source of political influence, Us accjuisition was invested with a 
factitious value, independent of its intrinsic utility. It became synony- 
mous with power, and sinc'e power with the common herd of mankind 
power, wealth became the chief soiiicc of personal consideiation, 
and the measure and stamp of success in life. To get out of one rank in 
society into the nc\t above it, is the gfeat aim of English bourgeois life, 
and tlie acc|uisilion of wealth the means. And inasmuch as to be rich 
without industiy constitutes a ste]) m the social scale abo\e those who 
are rich by means of mdustiy, it becomes the object of ambition to sa\e 
not meiely as much as will afford a large income while in business, but 
enough to retiie from business and live in affluence on realized gams 
These causes are, m England, greatly aided by that extreme indifference 
of the people to personal enjoyment, wOiich is a chaiactenstic of all 
countries o\er w^hich puritanism has passed. But if accumulation is, on 
one hand, icndcied easier by the absence of a taste for pleasuic, it is, 
on the other, made more difficult by the presence of a very real taste for 
expense. So stiong is the association between personal conseciuence and 
the signs of wealth, that the silly desiie for the appearance of a large 
expenditure has the force of a passion among Luge classes of a nation 
which derives less jilcasuie than pt'rhaps any other in the world from 
what It spends Owing to this circumstance, the effective dcsiic of 
accLimulalion has never readied so high a jutch in England as it did 
in Holland, w’here, there being no iich idle class to set the example of a 
reckless expenditure, and the mcicantile classes, w'ho possessed the sub- 
stantial powci on w’hich social influence ahvays wMits, being left to 
establish then own scale of living and slandaul of propiiety their habits 
remained frugal and unostentatious. 

In England and Holland, then, for a long time past, and now m most 
other countries m Europe (w'hich aic rapidly following England in the 
sam^ lace), the desiie of accumulation docs not rcquiie, to make it 
effective, the copious returns which it requires m .\sia, but is sufficiently 
called into action by a rate of profit so low% that instead of slackenings, 
accumulation seems now to proceed moie i.ipidly than ever and the 
second icquisite of inci eased production, increase of capital, show’s no 
tendency to become deficient. So far as that element is concerned, 
production is susceptible of an inn ease without any assignable bounds. 

The progress of accumulation would no doubt be considerably checked, 
if the returns to capital were to be i educed still lower than at present. 
But why should any possible increase of capital have that effect ? This 
question carries the mind foiwaid to the remaining one of the three 
jequisites of piodiiciion The limitation to production, not consisting in 
any nccessaiy limit to the increase of the other two elements, labour and 
capital, must turn upon the propeities of the only element wffiich is 
inherently, and in itself, limited in quantity. It must depend on the 
properties of land. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OF THE LAW OF THE INCREASE OF PRODUCTION FROM I XND. 

§ I. Land differs from the other elements of production, labour and 
capital, in not being susceptible of indefinite incicase. Its cMent is 
limited, and tlie extent of the more productive kinds of it moie limited 
still. It is also evident that the quantity of produce capable of being 
raised on any given piece of land }§ not indefinite. This limited quantity 
of land, and limited productiveness of it, arc the real limits to the incicase 
of pioduclion. 

That they are the ultimate limits, must always have been clcaily seen. 
But since the final bariicr has never in any instance been le.vched ; since 
there is no country in which all the land, capable of yielding food, is so 
highly cultivated that a larger produce could not (e\cn without supposing 
any fresh advance m agricultural knowledge) be obtained fiom it, and 
since a large portion of the earth’s suiface still remains cntiicly un- 
cultivated ; it IS commonly thought, and is very nntuial at first to suppose, 
that for the present all limitation of production or population from this 
source is at an indefinite distance, and that ages must elapse before any 
pracucal necessity anses for taking the limiting pimciple into seiious 
consideration. 

I apprehend this to be not only an error, but the most seiious one, to 
be found in the whole field of political economy. The question is more 
important and fundamental than any other ; it involves the whole subiect 
of the causes of poverty, in a rich and industiious community ; and unless 
this one matter be thoroughly undei stood it i$ to no pin pose piocccding 
any further in our inquiry. 

§ 2 The limitation to production fiom the properties of the soil, is not 
like the obstacle opposed by a wall, which stands immovcalde in one 
particular spot, and offers no hindiancc to motion short of stopping it 
entiiely We may lather compaie it to a highly clastic and extensible 
band, which is haidlyever so violently stietched that it could not possibly 
be stretched any more, yet the pressuie of which is felt long bcfoie the 
final limit is reached, and felt more seveiely the neaiei that limit is 
approached. 

After a certain, and not \cry advanced, stage in the pi ogress of 
agriculture ; as soon, in fact, as men have applied themscl\C‘» to cultiva- 
tion with any energy, and have brought to it any toleiable tools ; fiom 
that time it is the law of production from the land, that m any given state 
of agricultural skill and knowledge, by increasing the labour, the pioducc 
is not increased in an equal degree ; doubling the labour docs not double 
the produce ; or, to cjcpiess the same thing in other words, e\ciy inciease 
of produce is obtained by a more than proportional incicase m the 
application of labour to the land. 

'Jhis general latv of agiicultural industry is the most impoitant 
proposition in political economy. Weie the law different, neaily all the 
phenomena of the production and disliibution of w'ealth would be other 
than they aie. The most fundamental errors which still pi cv ail on our 
subject, icsult from not perceiving this law at work underneath the more 
superficial agencies on which attention fixes itself; but mistaking those 
agencies for the ultimate causes of effects of whicjh they may influence the 
form and mode, but of which it alone determines the essence. 
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When, for the purpose of raising an increase of produce, recourse is had 
to inferior land, it is evident that, so far, the produce does not increase in 
the same proportion with the labour. The very meaning of inferior land, 
is land which with equal labour returns a smaller amount of produce. 
Land may be inferior either in fertility or in situation. The one requires 
a greater proportional amount of labour for growing the produce, the 
other for carr)dng it to market. If the land A yields a thousand 
quarters of ^^heat, to a given outlay in wages, manure, etc., and m order 
to raise another thousand recourse must be had to the land B, which is 
either less feitile or more distant from the market, the two thousand 
quarters will cost more than twice as much labour as the original 
thousand, and the produce of agriculture will be increased in a less ratio 
than the labour employed in pi ©curing it. 

Instead of cultivating the land B, it would be possible, by higher 
cultivation, to make the land A produce more. It might be ploughed, 
or harrowed twice instead of once, or three times instead of twice; 
it might be dug instead of being ploughed ; after ploughing, it might 
be gone over wath a hoe instead of a harrow', and the soil moie com- 
pletely pulverized ; it might be oftencr or more thoroughly weeded ; the 
implements used might be of higher finish, or more elaborate construc- 
tion ; a greater quantity or more expensive kinds of manure might be 
applied, or when applied, they might be moie carefully mixed and incor- 
porated with the soil. These are some of the modes’ by which the same 
land may be made to yield a greater produce ; and w'hen a greater 
produce must be had, some of these are among the means usually 
employed for obtaining it. But, that it is obtained at a more than 
propoitional increase of expense, is evident from the fact that inferior 
lands are cultnatcd. Inferior lands, or lands at a greater distance from 
the market, of course }ield an inferior retuin, and an increasing demand 
cannot be supplied from them unless at an augmentation of cost, and 
therefore of price If the additional demand could continue to be supplied 
from the superior lands, by applying additional labour and capital, at no 
greater proportional cost than that at which they yield the quantity 
first demanded of them, the owmers or farmers of those lands could under- 
sell all othcis, and engross the whole maiket. Lands of a lower degree 
of fertility or in a more remote situation, might indeed be cultivated by 
their proprietors, for the sake of subsistence or independence ; but it 
never could be the interest of anyone to farm them for profit. That 
a profit can be made from them, sufficient to attract capital to such 
an investment, is a proof that cultivation on the more eligible lands has 
reached a point, beyond which any greater application of labour and 
capital would yield, at the best, no gicater return than can be obtained 
at the same expense from less fertile or less favourably situated lands. 

The careful cultivation of a well-farmed district of England or Scotland 
is a symptom and an effect of ;he more unfavourable terms which the 
land has begun to exact for any increase of its fruits. Such elaborate 
cultivation costs much more in proportion, and requires a higher price to 
render it profitable, than farming on a more superficial system ; and 
would not be adopted if access could be had to land of equal fertility, 
previously unoccupied. Where there is the choice of raising the inci eas- 
ing supply which society requires, from fresh land of as good quality as 
that already cultivated, no attempt is made to extract from land anything 
approaching to what it w^ill yield on what are esteemed the best European 
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modes of cultivating.* The land is tasked up to the point at which the 
greatest return is obtained in proportion to the labour employed, but no 
further : any additional labour is earned elsewhere. ‘ It is long,’ says one 
of the latest travclleis in the United States,* ‘before an Eni^hsh eye 
becomes reconciled to the lightness of the crops and the c.iicless faiming 
(as we should call it) which is apparent One forgets that where land is 
so plentiful and labour so dear as it is here, a totally difterent piinciple 
must be puisued to that which prevails m populous countries, and that 
the consequence w-ill of course^ be a want of tidiness, as it were, and 
finish, about cveiything which iccpiires laboiii.’ Of the two causes men- 
lionecl, the plcntifulness of land seems to me the true explan.ition, rather 
than the dcainess of labour ; for, howc\er dear labour may be, when food 
IS wanted, labour wmII always be applied to producing it in piefcicnce to 
anything else. But this labour is more effective for its end by being 
applied to flesh soil, than if it were employed in bunging the soil already 
occupied into higher cultnalion. Only when no soils leinain to be broken 
up but such as either from distance or inferior quality rcciuiie a consider- 
able rise of price to render their cultivation profitable, can it become 
advantageous to apply the high farming of Europe to any American 
lands : c'vccpt, peihaps, in the immediate Mcinit> of towns, w'here saving 
in cost of c. image may compensate foi gieat infeiionty in the letuin 
fiom the soil itself. As Anicncan fanning is to English, so is the 
oidinary English to that of Flandeis, Tuscany, or the Tcira di Lavoro : 
wheie by the application of a far gi eater quantity of labour thcie is ob- 
tained a considerable larger gross pioduce, but on such terms as would 
never be advantag'eous to a mcie speculator for piofit, unless made so by 
much higher prices of agricultuial produce 

The piinciple which has now been stated must be received, no doubt, 
with ceitam explanations and limitations Even after the land is so 
highly cultivated that the mere application of additional labour, or of an 
additional amount of ordinary dicssing, w'ould yield no leturn pro- 
poilioned to the expense, it may still happen that the application of a 
much gi eater additional labour and capital to improving the soil itself, 
by draining or peimanent manuics, would be as libeially remunciatcd by 
the produce, as any poition of the labour and capital aiicacly employed. 
It would sometimes be much moie amply remunerated This could not 
be, if capital always soiiLilU and found the most advantageous employ- 
ment; but if the most advantageous employment has to wait longest for 
its remuneration, it is only m a rather advanced stage of industrial 
development that the piefcrcnce will be given to it; and even in that 
advanced stage, the laws or usages connected with piopcrry in land and 
the tenure of farms, aie often such as to prevent the disposable capital of 
the country fiom flowing fieely into the channel of agricultural improve- 
ment : and hence fhe inci eased supply, requned by inci easing population, 
is sometimes raised at an augmenting cost by higher cultivation, when the 
means of produning it without inci case of cost are known and accessible. 
There can be no doubt, that if capital were forthcoming to execute, within 
the next year, all known and recognised improvements in the land in the 
Un.tcd Kingdom which would pay (as the phrase is) at the existing 
prices, that is, which would increase the produce in as great or a greater 

* Letters from America, by John Robert Gocllcy* vol. if p. 42* Sec also Lyell's 
Travels in America, vol. ii. p. 83, 
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ratio than the expense ; the result would be such (esoecialty if we include 
Ireland in the supposition) that inferior land would not for a long time 
require to be brought under tillage * probably a considerable part of the 
less productive lands now cultivated, which are not particulaily favouied 
by situation, would go out of culture ; or (as the improvements in question 
are not so much applicable to good land, but opeiatc rather by com cit- 
ing bad land into good) the contiaction of cultivation might piincipally take 
place by a Ics-s liigh diessmg and less elaboiate tilling of land gcneially ; 
a falling b ick to sjiacthing near the character of American farming ; such 
only of the poor lands being altogethei^ abandoned as were not found 
susceptible of impiovemcnt And thus the aggregate produce of the 
whole cultivated land would bear a larger pi oportion than before to the 
labour cvpcndod on it , and the general law of diminishing return fiom 
land would have undcigone, to that extent, a lempoiary supeisession. 
No one, however, can suppose that even in these circumstances, the whole 
produce lequiicd for the countiy could be laised exclusively from the best 
lands, together wuth those posscs^ng advantages of situation to place them 
on a par with the best. Much would undoubtedly continue to be pro- 
duced iindei less advantageous conditions, and with a smaller proportional 
retuin, tlian that obtained fiom the beat soils and situations. And in 
propoition aslhcfuither incieasc of population icqiiired a still gi cater 
addition to the supply, the geneial law would resume its course, and 
the further augmentation vv ould be obtained at a more than proportionate 
expense of labour and capital. 

§ 3. That the produce of land inci eases, cceiens paubus^ in a diminish- 
ing latio to the increase m the labour employed, is, as we have said, 
(allowing foi occasional and temporary exceptions,) the universal law of 
agricultural industry. This pnnciplc, however, has been denied, and 
experience confidently appealed to, m pi oof that the returns from land 
are not less, but greater, in an advanced, than in an early, stage of culti- 
vation'— when much capital, than when little, is applied to agriculture. 
So much so, indeed, that (it is affiimed) the worst land now in cultivation 
produces as much food per acre, and even as much to a given amount of 
labour, as our ancestors contiivcd to extiact fiom the 1 idlest soils 111 
England. 

It IS vciy possible that this may be tiue , and even if not true to the 
letter, to a great extent it certainly is so. Unquestionably a much 
smaller proportion of the population is now occupied in producing food 
for the whole, than in the early limes of our history. 1 his, however, docs 
not prove that the law of which we have been speaking does not exist, 
but only that theie is some antagonizing principle at work, capable for a 
time of making head against the law. Such an agency there is, in 
habitual antagonism to the law of diminishing return from land ; and to 
the consideration of this we shall now proceed. It is other than the 
progress of civilization. I use this general and somcvvliat vague 
expression, because the things to be included are so various, that 
hardly any term cf a more restricted signification would comprehend 
them all. 

Of these, the most obvious is the progress of agricultuial knowledge, 
skill, and invention. Improved processes of agriculture are of two kineJs ; 
some enable the land to yield a greater absolute produce, without an 
equiv^alcnt increase of labour ; others have not the powder of increasing the 
produce, but have that of diminishing the labour and expense by which 
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it is obtained. Among the first are to be reckoned the disuse of fallows, 
by means of the rotation of crops ; and the inlioduction of new articles of 
cultivation capable of enteiing advantageously into the lotation. The 
change made in British 11 culture towards the close of the last rentuiy, 
by the intioduction of tuinip husbandly, is spoken of as amounting to a 
revolution These improvements operate not only by enabling the land 
to pioduce a cro|) eveiy >c'ir, instead of remaining idle one yeai in eveiy 
two or thiec, to renovate its powers, but also by diiert mu case of ns 
productiveness ; since the gicat addition made to the nuinbei of cattle by 
the increase of their food, affords iHoie abundant manure to fertilize the 
corn lands. Next in oider comes the introduction of new ailiclesof food, 
containing a greater amount of sustenance, like the potato, or moie 
productive species or vaiieties of the same plant, such as the Swedish 
turnip. In the same class of impiovements must be placed a better 
knowledge of the propeitics of manuies, and of the most efifectual modes 
of applying them ; the intioduction of new and more powerful fertilizing 
agents, such as guano, and the convcision to the same purpose of 
substances previously wasted , inventions like subsoil ploughing or tile 
draining, by which the pioduce of some kinds of lands is so gicatly 
multiplied; improvements in the breed or feeding of labouring cattle; 
augmented stock of the animals which consume and convcit into human 
food what would otherwise be wasted , and the like '1 he other soit of 
impiovements, those which dimmish kibour, but without mcicasing the 
capacity of the land to pioduce, are such as the impioved const luction of 
tools , the introduction of new instiuments which spare manual labour, as 
the winnow'ing and thrashing’ machines; a moie skilful and economical 
application of muscular exertion, such as the introduction, so slowly 
accomplished in England, of Scotch ploughing, with two hoises abreast 
and one man, instead of three 01 foui hoises m a team, and two men, etc. 
These impiovements do not add to the productiveness of the land, but 
they are equally calculated with the formei to counteract the tendency in 
the cost of pioduction of agiicultural produce to rise with the progress of 
population and demand. 

Analogous in effect to this second class of agiicultuial impiovements, 
are impioved means of communication Ciood loads aie equivalent to 
good tools It is of no consequence whether the economy of laboiii takes 
place in cxtiac ting the pioduce fiom the soil, or in conveying it to the 
place wheie it is to be consumed Not to say in addition, that the kibour 
of cultivation itself is diminished by whatevei lessens the cost of bringing 
manure from a distance, or facilitates the many operations of tianspoit 
from place to place which occur within the bounds of the farm. Railwavs 
and canals are virtually a diminution of the cost of production of all 
things sent to maiket by them ; and liteially so of all those, the appli- 
ances and aids for j^oclucing which, they serve to transmit. By their 
means land can be cultivated, which would not olhcivvise hnv^e remune- 
rated the cultivator^ without a rise of pi ice. Improvements in navigation 
have, with respect to food or matciials bi ought fiom beyond sea, a 
corresponding effect. 

Fiom similar considerations, it appears that many purely mechanical 
improvements, which have (appaiently at le.ist) no pecuh.ir connexion 
with agiiculture, ncrertheless enable a given amount of food to be 
obtained with a smaller expcndituie of labour A^grcat impiovement in 
the process of smolting iron, would tend to cheapen agncultuial imple- 
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ments, diminish the cost of railroads, of Avaggons and carts, ships, and 
perhaps buildings, and many other things to which iron is not at piesent 
applied, because it is too costly ; and would thence dimmish the cost of 
production of the food. The same effect would follow from any improve- 
ment in those processes of what maybe termed maniifactiue, to which 
the material of food is sulijccled after it is separated from the ground. 
The fiisl application of wind or water power to grind coin, tended to 
cheapen bread as much as a very important disco\ciy in agriculture 
would have done ; and any gieat lunprovement in the construction of 
corn-mills, would have, m pioportion, a similar influence. The effects of 
cheapening locomotion ha\e been alieady consideied. Thcie aie also 
cnginceiing inventions which facilitate all great ojiciatioiis on the eailhs 
surface. An impro\ement in the art of taking le\c]s is of impoitance to 
draining, not to mention canal and railway making. The fens of Holland, 
and of some parts of England, arc drained by pumps woiked by the wincl 
or by steam. Where works of irrigation, or wheie tanks or embankments 
aie necessary, mechanical skill is a great lesource for cheapening 
production 

Those manufactunng improvements which cannot be made instiiimcntal 
to facilitate, in any of its stages, the actual piocluction of food, and iheie- 
fore do not help to counteract or leiard the diminution of the pioporlional 
return to labour from the soil, have, howe\ei, another effect, which is 
practically cc|iiiYalent. What they do not prevent, they ycl, m some 
degree, com])cnsatc for. 

The materials of manufactiiics being all clrawm fiom the land, and 
many of them from agriculture, which supplies in particular the entire 
material of clothing ; the general law of production fioiu the land, the law 
of diminishing ictuin, must in the last lesoit be a])plicable to manu- 
facturing as well as to agricultui.il industry. As population increases, 
and the power of the land to yield increased piodiicc is strained haider 
and harder, any additional supply of matciial, as w'ell as of food, must be 
obtained by a more than propoitionally increasing expenditure of labour. 
But the cost of the material forming gcneially a very small portion of the 
entire cost of the manufacture, the agiicultiiral labour concerned in the 
production of manufactured goods is but a small fraction of the whole 
labour worked up in the commodity. All the rest of the l.abour tends 
constantly and stiongly towards diminution, as the amount of pioduction 
increases. Manufactures are vastly more susceptible than agricultuie, of 
mechanical improvements, and connivances for saving labour; and it 
has already been seen how greatly the division of labour, and its skilful 
and economical distribution, depend upon the extent of the market, and 
upon the possibility of production in large masses In manufactures, 
accordingly, the causes lending to increase the productiveness of industry, 
preponderate greatly over the one cause which tends to dimmish it : and 
the increase of pioduction, called forth by the progress of society, takes 
place, not at an increasing, but at a continually diminishing propoitional 
cost. This fact has manifested itself in the progressive fall of the prices 
and values of almost every kind of manufactured goods during tw'o 
centuries past ; a fall accelerated by the mechanical inventions of the last 
sixty or seventy years, and susceptible of being prolonged and extended 
beyond any limit which it would be safe to specify. 

Now it is quite coitccivable that the efficiency of agricultural labour 
might be undergoing, with the increase of produce, a gradual diminution ^ 
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that the price of food, ift consequence, might be progressively lining, and 
an evergrowing propoition of the population might be needed to raise 
food fer the whole ; while yet the productive power of labour in all other 
branches of industry might be so rapidly augmenting, that the required 
amount of labour could be spared from manufactures, and nevertheless a 
gi eater produce be obtained, and the aggregate wants of the community 
be on the whole better supplied than befoie. The benefit might even 
extend to the pooiest class. The inci eased cheapness of clothing and 
lodging might make up to them fo^thc augmented cost of their food. 

There is, thus, no possible improvement in the arts of production 
w'hich docs not in one or another mode exercise an antagonist influence 
to the law of diminishing lelum to agiicultural labour. Nor is it only 
industrial improvements which have this effect. Improvements in govern- 
ment, and almost every kind of moial and social advantage, opeiate in 
the same manner. Suppose a coiintiy in the condition of France before 
the Revolution : taxation imposed exclusively on the industrious classes, 
and on such a principle as to be an actual penalty on production ; and 
no redicss obtainable for any injury to propcity or person, when inflicted 
by people of rank or court influence. Was not the huiricane which 
swept away this system of things, even if we look no further than to us 
effect m augmenting the productiveness of labour, equivalent to many 
industiial inventions.? The removal of a fiscal burthen on agriculture, 
such as the tithe, has the same eflcct as if the labour necessary for 
obtaining the existing produce were suddenly reduced one-tenth The 
abolition of corn laws, or of any other lestrictions which prevent com- 
modities fiom being produced wheie the cost of their production is 
lowest, amounts to a v'ast improvement in production. When feitilc land 
previously rcsened as hunting ground, or for any other purpose of 
amusement, is set free for culture, the aggregate productiveness of agri- 
cultural mclusliy is increased It is well knowm what has been the effect 
in England of badly administered poor laws, and the still worse effect in 
Ireland of a bad system of tenancy, m i enduring agricultural labour slack 
and ineffective. No improvements operate moie directly upon the pro- 
ductiveness of laljour than those in the tenure of farms, and in the laws 
1 elating to landed property The breaking up of entails, the cheapening 
of the transfer of property, and whatever else promotes the natuial 
tendency of land, in a system of freedom, to pass out of hands which can 
make little of it into those which can make moie; the substitution of 
long leases for tenancy at will, and of any tolerable system of tenancy 
whatev er for the wretched cottier system ; above all, the acquisition of a 
fixed inteicst in the soil by the cultivatois of it ; all these things are as 
leal, and some of them as great, improvements in production, as the 
invention of the spinning -jenny or the steam-engine. 

We may say the same of improxeinents m education. The intelligence 
of the vvoikman is a most impoitaiit element in the productiveness of 
labour. So low^, in* some of the most civilized countries, is the picsent 
standard of that intelligence, that there is hardly any souice from which 
a more indefinite amount of impiovcmcnt may be looked for in produc- 
tive power, than by endowing with brains those wiio now have only 
hands. The caiefulness, economy, and general triistwoithmess of 
labourers are as impoilant as their intelligence. Friendly relations, and 
a community of interest and feeling between labourers and employers, 
are eminently so ; 1 should lather say, would be ; for I know not where 
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any such sentiment of friendly alliance now exists. Nor is it only in the 
labouring class that impro\ement of mind and character operates with 
beneficial effect e\en on industry. In the rich and idle classes, increased 
mental encigy, moie solid insliuction, and stronger feelings of conscience, 
public spiiit, or philanthropy, would qualify them to originate and pro- 
mote the most valuable improvements, both m the economical resources 
of then country, and in its institutions and customs. To look no further 
than the most ob\ioiis phenomena; i^hc backwardness of French agii- 
cultuie in the precise points in which benefit might be expected from the 
influence of an educated class, is partly accounted for by the exclusive 
dc\otion of the richer landed propnclors to town interests and town 
plcasuies Theie is scarcely any possible amelioration of human affairs 
>\hich would not, among its other benefits, have a favourable opeiation, 
dncct or indirect, upon the productiveness of mdustiy. The intensity ot 
dexolion to industrial occupations would indeed in many cases be 
model ated by a moic liberal and genial mental cult me, but the labour 
actually bestowed on those occupations w'ould almost ahvays be rendeied 
more effective. 

Before pointing out the piincipal infeiences to be drawn from the 
nature of the two antagonist foices by which the pioductucness of agri- 
cultural industry is dcteiniined, we must observe that what w'c have said 
of agriculture is true, with little vaiiation, of the other occupations which 
It lepreseiits; of all the arts which extract materials fiom the globe. 
Mining industry, for example, usually yields an increase of produce at a 
more than proportional inciease of expense. It docs woisc, for even its 
customaiy annual produce requires to be extracted by a greater and 
greater expenditure of labour and capital As a mine does not repro- 
duce the coal or the ore taken fiom it, not only are all mines at last 
exhausted, but even when they as )ct show no signs of exhaustion, they 
must be woiked at an ever mcieasmg cost ; shafts must be sunk deeper, 
galleries diuen farther, greater power applied to keep them clcai of 
water, the pioduce must be lifted from a greater depth, or conveyed a 
gieatcr distance. 'I he law of diminishing return applies thcicfoie to 
mining, in a still more unqualified sense than to a^iicultuie. but the 
antagonizing agency, that of impiovcments in production, also applies in 
a still gicatei degice. Mining opeiations arc moie susceptible of 
mechanical improvements than agriculluial ; the fust great application of 
the steam-engine was to mining , and there are unlimited possibilities of 
improvement in the chemical processes by which the metals are extracted. 
There is another contingency, of no unfrequent occurrence, which avails 
to counterbalance the progress of all existing mines towards exhaustion ; 
this IS, the discovery of new^ onc'^, equal or supciior^in richness 

To icsume; all natural agents which are limited m quantity, are not 
only limited in their ultimate piocliictive powci, but, long before that 
power IS sti etched to the utmost, they yield to any Additional demands 
on progressively harder terms This law may, how^evei, be suspended, or 
temporarily controlled, by whatever adds to the general power of man- 
kind over nature ; and especially by any extension of their knowledge, 
and their consequent command, of the pioperties and povvcis of natural 
agents. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE FOREGOING LAWS. 

§ I. From the preceding exposition it apjiears that the limit to the 
increase of pioduction is twofold : from deficiency of capital or of land. 
Production comes to a pause, cither because the cfifective desiie of ac- 
cumulation IS not sufficient to give rise to any fuither incicase of capital, 
or because, however disposed the possessors of surplus income may be to 
save a portion of it, the limited land at the disposal of the community 
does not permit additional capital to be employed with such a return, as 
would be an equivalent to them for their abstinence. 

In countries whcie the principle of accumulation is as weak as it is in 
the various nations of Asia ; wheie people Mill neither save, nor nork to 
obtain the means of saving, unless undci the inducement of enormously 
high profits, nor even then if it is necessary to wait for a considerable time 
for them ; where either productions remain scanty, or drudgery gieat, be- 
cause theie IS neither capital foithcoming nor foiethoiight sufficient for 
the adoption of the contrivances by which natural agents aie made to do 
the work of human labour ; the desideratum for such a countiy, economi- 
cally considered, is an inciease of industry, and of the effective desiie of 
accumulation. The means arc, fust, a better goveinment. moie com- 
plete security of propeity; moderate taxes, and freedom fiom aibitiaiy 
exaction under the name of taxes; a moie permanent and more advan- 
tageous tenure of land, securing- to the cultivator as far as possible the 
undivided benefits of the industry, skill, and economy he may exeit 
Secondly, improvement of the public intelligence ; the decay of usages 
or supeistitioiis which interfere with the effective employment of industry ; 
and the growth of mental activity, making the people alive to new objects 
of desire. Ihirdly, the intioduction of foreign arts, which raise the leturns 
derivable fiom additional capital to a rate corresponding to the low 
strength of the desiie of accumulation : and the importation of foreign 
capital, which rcndcis the mciease of production no longer exclusively 
dependent on the thrift or piovidcncc of the inhabitants themselves, 
while It places before them a stimulating example, and by instilling new 
ideas and breaking the chains of habit, if not by impioving the actual 
condition of the population, tends to create in them new' wants, increased 
ambition, and greater thought for the futuie. These considerations 
apply more 01 less to all the Asiatic populations, and to the less 
civilized and industrious parts of Europe, as Russia, Ilungar)’, Spam, 
and Ireland, 

§ 2, iiui there are other countries, and England is at the head of them, 
in which neither thotspiiit of iiulusliy nor the effective dcsiie of accumu- 
lation need any encouiagcmcnt ; where the people will toil hard for a 
small remunei aticm, and save much for a small profit . v\liere, ahlioiigh 
the general thriftiness of the labouring class is much below what is 
desirable, the spint of accumulation in the moie piospcious part of 
the community requires abatement rathci than increase. In these 
countries there would never be any deficiency of capital, if its increase 
were never checked nor brought to a stand by too gicat a diminution of 
its returns It is the tendency of the letuins to^a piogressive diminution, 
which causes the increase of pioduction to be often attended with a 
deterioration in the condition of the producers ; and this tendency, 
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which would in time put an end to increase of pi od act' on altogether, 
is a result of the necessary and, inherent conditions of piodiiction from 
the land. 

In all coimliics which have passed a ^cry early stage in tlie piogicss of 
agncultuic, e\ ciy incicase in the demand foi food, oc t asioned 1j> inci cased 
population, wall always, unless theic is a simiiltai.eoe^ iinpio\ejncnt in 
production, diminish the shaie w-hidi (jp a fair division w'ould fall to each 
individual. An increased piodnction, in default of iinocnipied tiacts of 
fertile land, or of fresh impiovemcnls tending to chcajicn commodities, 
can never be obtained but by increasing the labour in more than the same 
proportion. The population must cither work harder, or eat less, or 
obtain their usual food by sacrificing a part of their other customary 
comforts. Whenever this necessity is postponed, it is because the im- 
provements which facilitate production continue progiessive ; because the 
contrivances of mankind for making their labour more effective keep up 
an equal struggle with nature, and extort fresh resources from her re- 
luctant powers as fast as human necessities occupy and engross the old. 

From this, results the important coiollary, that the necessity of 
restraining population is not, as many persons believe, peculiar to a con- 
dition of great inequality of property. A greater number of people cannot, 
in any gi\en state of civilization, be collectively so well provided for as a 
smaller. The niggardliness of nature, not the injustice of society, arc the 
cause of the penalty attached to o\er- population. An unjust distnbiition 
of wealth does not even aggravate the, evil, but, at most, causes it to be 
somewhat earlier felt. It is in vain to say, that all mouths w'hich the 
increase of mankind calls into existence bring with them hands. The 
new mouths require as much food as the old ones, and the hands do not 
produce as much If all instruments of production were held in joint 
property by the w'hole people, and the piodiicc divided with perfect 
eqr ility among them, and if in a society thus constituted, industry w'cre 
as energetic and the produce as ample as at pi esent, there would 1x5 
enough to make all the existing population extremely comfortable ; but 
when that population had doubled itself, as, with the existing habits of 
the people, under such an encouragement, it undoubtedly would, in little 
more than twenty years, w'hat would tlien be their condition ? Unless the 
arts of production were in the same time improved in so unexampled a 
degree as to double the productive power of labour— the inferior soils 
which must be resorted to, and the more laborious and scantily remunera- 
tive cultivation which must be employed on the superior soils, to procure 
food for so much larger a population, would, by an insuperable necessity, 
render every individual in the community pooler than before. If the 
population continued to increase at the same rate, a time would soon 
arrive when no one would have more than meie necessaries, and, soon 
after, a time when no one would have a sufliciency of those, and the 
further increase of population would be arrested by death. 

Whether, at the present or any other time, the produce of industry, pro- 
portionally to the labour employed, is inci casing or diminishing, and the 
aveiage condition of the people impioving or deteriorating, dcjjcnds upon 
whether population is advancing faster than impiovcment, or improve- 
ment than population. After a degree of density has been attained, 
sufficient to allow the principal benefits of combination of labour, all 
further increase tends in itself to mischief, so far as regards the average 
condition of the people ; but the progress of improvement has a counter- 
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acting operation, and allows of increased numbers without any deteriora- 
tion, and even consistently with a higher average of comfort. Improvement 
must here be understood in a wide sense, including not only new industrial 
inventions, or an extended use of those already known, but improvements 
in institutions, education, opinions, and human affairs generally, piovided 
they tend, as almost all improvements do, to give new motives or new 
facilities to pioduction. If the productive poweis of the country increase 
as rapidly as advancing numbcis cf*ll for an augmentation of produce, it 
is not necessary to obtain that augmentation by the cultivation of soils 
more sterile than the worst already under cultuie, or by applying 
additional labour to the old soils at a diminished advantage ; or at all 
events this loss of power is compensated by the increased efficiency with 
which, in the progress of improvement, labour is employed in manufac- 
tures. In one way or the other, the increased population is provided for, 
and all arc as well off as before. But if the growth of human power over 
nature is suspended or slackened, and population docs not slacken its 
increase ; if, with only the existing command over natural agencies, those 
agencies aie called upon for an increased produce ; that greater produce 
will not be afforded to the increased population, without either demanding 
on the a\ei.ige a greater effoitfroin each, or on the average reducing 
each to a smaller ration out of the aggregate pioduce. 

As a matter of fact, at some periods the progiess of population has been 
the most rapid of the two, at others that of impiovcment. In England 
during a long intcival preceding the French Revolution, population 
increased slowly; but the progress of improvement, at least m agii- 
cultuie, would seem to have been still slower, since although nothing 
occuried to lower the value of the precious metals, the puce of corn rose 
considciably, and England, from an exporting, became an importing 
country. 'J his CMdence, however, is not quite conclusive, inasmuch as 
the cxliaoidinary number of abundant seasons dining the first half of the 
ccntiiiy, not continuing duiing the last, was a cause of incicascd price m 
the latter iiciiod, cxtiiiisK to the 01 diiiaiy progiess society. \Vhethcr 
dining the sanie pciiod iinpiovcmeiiis m m.inufactuics, or diminished 
cost of imported commodities, made amends for the diminished pro- 
ductiveness of labour on the land, is uncertain But ever since the great 
mechanical inventions of Watt, Arkwright, and their cotemporaries, the 
return to labour has probably increased as fast as the population ; and 
would even have outstripped it, if that very augmentation of return had 
not called forth an additional portion of the inherent power of multiplica- 
tion in the human species. During the fifteen or twenty years last 
elapsed, so rapid has been the extension of improved processes of agn- 
cultuic, that even the land yields a greater produce in proportion to the 
labour employed ; the avciage price of corn is decidedly low^er, and the 
country, in ordinary ycais, more nearly feeds its own population without 
foreign aid than it did in 1828. But though improvement may during a 
certain space of time keep up with, or even surp.iss, the actual increase of 
population, it assuredly never comes up to the rate of increase of which 
population is capable * and nothing could have pre\ented a general 
deterioration in the condition of the human race, were it not that 
population has in fact been restiaiiied. Had it been restrained still more, 
and the same improvements taken place, thcie would have been a larger 
dividend than there now is, for the nation or the species at large. The 
new grqund wrung from nature by the improvements would not have 
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been ill used up in the support of mere numbers. Though the gross 
pioduce would not have been so great, there would have been a greater 
produce per head of the population. 

§ 3. When the growth of numbeis outstrips the progress of improve- 
ment, and a countiy is driven to obtain the means of subsibtcncc on terms 
nioie and moie iinfav 0111 able, by the inability of its land to meet additional 
demands c\cept on more onerous conditions ; there aie two expedients 
by which it mavhope to mitigate that disagiecablc necessity, even though 
no change should take place m the habits of the people with respect to 
their late of mcicasc One of these expedients is the importation of food 
fiom abioad. The other is emigration. 

The admission of cheapei focid fiom a foreign country, is equivalent to 
an agricultural invention by which food could be raised at a similarly 
diminished cost at home. It equally increases the pioductive powder of 
labour. The rctiiin was, before, so much food for so much labour 
employed in the giowth of food . the rctiiin is now^, a gi eater quantity of 
food, for the same labour emploved in producing cottons or haidwaic, or 
some other commodity to be given In exchange for food I'hc one im- 
piovemcnt, like the other, throws back the decline of the productive 
pow'cr of labour by a certain distance but m the one case as in the 
other, It immediately resumes its course, the tide which has receded, 
instantly begins to re-advance. It might seem, indeed, that when a 
country diaw’S its supply of food fiom so wide a surface as the whole 
habitable globe, so little impicssion can be produced on that great 
expanse by any increase of mouths m one small corner of it, that the 
inhabitants of the country may double and treble their numbers, without 
feeling the effect in any increased tension of the springs of production, or 
any enhancement of the puce of food throughout the woild. But in this 
calculation sevei«il things arc oveilookcd. 

In the first place, the foreign regions from which corn can be impoited 
do not comprise the whole globe, but those parts of it almost alone, which 
arc m the immediate neighbourhood of coasts or navigable rivers. The 
coast IS the part of most coiintiics which is earliest and most thickly 
peopled, and has seldom any food to spate. The chief source of supply, 
theiefore, is the strip of country along the banks of some navigable river, 
as the Nile, the \bsiula, or the Mississipja ; and of such theie is not, in 
the productive regions of the earth, so gieat a multitude, as to suffice 
during- an indefinite tunc for a rapidly growing demand, without an 
increasing strain on the productive powers of the soil. To obtain auxiliary 
supplies of corn from the interior in any abundance, would, in the existing 
state of the communications, be hopeless By improved loads, and 
ultimately by canals and railways, the obstacle will be so icduced as not 
to be insupeiable but this is a slow piogiess , in all the food*e\porting 
countries except America, a very slow progi ess ; and one which cannot 
keep pace with population, unless the increase of the last is v cry effectually 
restrained. 

In the next place, even if the supply were drawm from the whole 
instead of a small part of the suif.ice of the exporting countries, the 
quantity of food would still be limited, which could be obtained from them 
without an increase of tha proportional cost. The countries which export 
food may be divided into two classes ; those in which the effective desire 
of accumulation is strong, and those in which it is weak. In Austrahf^ 
and ibe United States of America the effective ejesire of accun^ulation 



CONSEQUENCES OF THE FOREGOING LAWS. 


Ui 

strong ; capital increases fast, and the production of food might be very 
rapidly extended. But in such countries population also inci eases with 
extraordinary rapidity. Their agriculture has to provide foi their own 
expanding numbers, as well as for those of the importing countries They 
must therefore, from the nature of the case, be rapidly dri\en, if not to 
less fei-tile, at least, what is equivalent, to lemoter and less accessible 
lands, and to modes of cultivanon like those of old countries, less pro- 
ductive in proportion to the labour and expense. 

But the countries which have at the same time cheap food and great 
industrial prosperity are few, being only those in which the aits of civilized 
life have been transferred full grown to a rich and unculinated soil. 
Among old countries, those which are able to export food, arc able only 
because their industry is in a very backwaid state ; because capital, and 
hence population, have never increased sufficiently to make food use to a 
higher price. Such countries are Russia, Poland, and Hung'ary. In those 
regions the effective desire of accumulation is weak, the arts of production 
most imperfect, capital scanty, and its increase, especially fiom domestic 
sources, slow. When an increased demand arose for food to be exported 
to England, it would only be very gradually that food could be pioduced 
to meet it. The capital needed could not be obtained by tiansfer from 
other employments, for such do not exist The cottons or haidware 
which w'ould be received fiom England in exchange foi com, the 
Russians and Poles do not now produce in the country . they go without 
them. Something might in time be expected from the increased exertions 
to which producers would be stimulated by the maiket opened for their 
produce ; but to such increase of exeition, the institutions of countries 
whose agricultural population consists of seifs are the leversc of favour- 
able, and even in this age of movement these institutions do not rapidly 
change. If a greater outlay of capital is relied on as the souice from 
w'hich the produce is to be inci eased, the means must either be obtained 
by the slow process of saMng, under the impulse given by new com- 
modities and more extended intercourse (and m that case the population 
would most likely increase as fast), or must be bi ought in fiom foreign 
countries. If England is to obtain a rapidly inci easing supply of corn 
from Russia or Poland, Pmglish capital must go there to pioduce it. 
This, liow’ever, is attended with so many difficulties, as are equivalent to 
great positive disadvantages. It is opposed by difieicnce of language, 
differences of manners, and a thousand obstacles aiisiiig from the institu- 
tions and social relations of the country : and after all it w'ould inev itably 
so stimulate population on the spot, that neaily all the mciease of food 
produced by its mgans would be consiuned without leaving the countiy : 
so that if it w^ere not the almost only mode of intioducing foieign arts and 
ideas, and giving an effectual spur to the backward ci\ ili/ation of those 
coiintiics, little fchance could be placed on it for increasing the exports, 
and supplying other countiies with a progressive and indefinite mciease 
of food. But to improve the civilization of a countiy is a slow process, 
and gives time for so great an increase of population both m the country 
itself, and in those supplied from it, that its eficct in keeping down the 
puce of food against the incre.asc of demand, is not likely to be more 
decisive on the scale of all Europe, than on Ihvf smaller one of a particular 
nation. 

The law, therefore, of diminishing return to industry whenever popula- 
tion makes a more rapid progress than improvement, is not solely appligt 
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able to countries which are fed from their own soil, but in substance 
applies quite as much to those which are willing to draw their food from 
any accessible quarter that can afford it cheapest. If, indeed, the release 
of the corn trade from restriction had produced, or should still produce, a 
sudden cheapening of food, this, like any other sudden^ improvement in 
the arts of life, ^\ould throw the natural tendency of affairs a stage or two 
further back, but without at all altering its couise. Theie would be more 
for everybody in the first instance; butMiis mo;c, would begin immedi- 
ately and continue always to grow less, so long as population went on 
incieasing, un'iccompanicd by other events of a countervailing tendency. 

Whether the repeal of the corn laws is likely, even temporal ily, to j>ive 
any considerable increase of maigin for population to fill up, it would be 
premature as yet to attempt to decide. All the elements of the question 
have been thrown into temporary disorder by the consequences of bad 
harvests and of the potato failure. But as far as can be foieseen, there 
seems little reason to expect an importation of the customary articles of 
food either so great in itself, or capable of such rapid increase, as to inter- 
fere much with the operation of the general law. One contingency indeed 
there is, connected nith freedom of importation, which may produce 
temporary effects greater than were ever contemplated either by the 
bitterest enemies or the most ardent adherents of free trade in food. 
Maize, or Indian corn, is a product capable of being supplied in quantity 
sufficient to feed the whole country, at a cost, allowing for dififeience of 
nutritive quality, cheaper even than the potato. If maize should ever 
substitute Itself for wheat as the staple food of the poor, the products e 
power of la])our in obtaining food would be so enormously increased, and 
the expense of maintaining a family so diminished, that it would rcquiie 
perhaps some (generations for population, even if it stiiried forward at an 
Amenc.in pace, to overtake this great accession to the facilities of its 
support. 

§ 4. Besides the importation of corn, there is another resource, which 
can be invoked by a nation whose incieasing numbers pi'css hard, not 
against their capital, but against the pioductive capacity of ihcir land . 1 
mean Emigration, especially in the form of Colonization. Of this remedy 
the efficacy as far as it goes is real, since it consists in seeking elsewhere 
those unoccupied tracts of fertile land, which if they existed at home 
would enable the demand of an increasing population to be met without 
any falling off in the productiveness of labour Accordingly, when the 
region to be colonized is near at hand, and the habits and tastes of the 
people sufficiently migratory, this remedy is completely effectual. The 
migration from the older parts of the American Confederation to the new 
territories, which is to all intents and purposes colonization, is what 
enables population to go on unchecked throughout the Union without 
having yet diminished the return to industry or increased^ the difficulty of 
earning a subsistence. If Australia or the interior of Canada weie as 
near to Great Britain as Wisconsin and Iowa to New York ; if the super- 
fluous people could remove to it without crossing the sea, and were of as 
adventurous and restless a character, and as little addicted to staying at 
home as their kinsfolk of New England, those unpeopled continents would 
render the same service to ^thc United Kingdom which the old stales of 
America derive from the new. But, these things being as they are— 
although a judiciously conducted emigration is a most important resource 
for suddenly lightening the pressure of population by a single effort— 
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there is no probability that even under the most enlightened ariangcments 
a permanent stieam of emigration could be kept up, sufTicient to take off, 
as in Amenca, all that portion of the annual increase (when proceeding at 
its greatest rapidity) which being m excess of the progress made during 
the same short period in the arts of life, tends to lender Ining more 
difficult for every averagely- situated individual in the community. And 
unless this can be done, emigiJjfion cannot even temporal ily dispense 
with the necessity of checks to population Fuither than this we have not 
to speak of it in this place. The general subject of colonization as a 
practical question, its importance to this country, and the principles on 
which It should be conducted, mil be discussed at some length in a 
subsequent portion of this treatise. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF PROPERTY. 

§ I. The pi inciples which have been set forth in the first part of this 
Tieatisc, arc, in ceitain respects, strongly distinguished from those, on the 
considcialion of which vve arc now about to enter. The laws and conditions 
of the pioduction of wealth, partake of the character of physical truths. 
There is nothing optional, or arbitrary in them. Whatever mankind pro- 
duce, must be produced m the modes, and under the conditions, imposed 
by the constitution of external things, and by the inherent properties of 
their own bodily and mental structure. Whether they like it or not, their 
productions will be limited by the amount of their previous accumulation, 
and, that being given, it will be proportional to their energy, their skill, 
the perfection of their machinery, and their judicious use of the advantages 
of combined labour. Whether they like it cr not, a double quantity 
of labour w^ll not raise, on the same land, a double quantity of food, 
unless some improvement takes place in the processes of cultivation. 
Whether they like it or not, the unproductive expenditure of individuals 
will pro tanfo tend to impoverish the community, and only their pro- 
ductive expenditure will eniich it The opinions, or the wishes, which 
may exist on these different matters, do not control the things themselves. 
We cannot, indeed, foresee to what extent the modes of production may 
be altered, or its pow'crs increased, by future extensions of our knowledge 
of the laws of natflie, suggesting new piocesses of industry of v\hich we 
have at present no conception. 13ut howsoever we may succeed in making 
for ourselves nu^e space within the limits set by the constitution of things, 
those limits exist ; there are ultimate laws, which wc did not make, 
which we cannot alter, and to which we can only confoim. 

It is not so with the Distribution of Wealth. That is a matter 
of human institution solely. The things once there, mankind, in* 
dividually or collectively, can do with them as they like. They can 
place them at the disposal of whomsoever Jhey please, and on whjit- 
ever terms. Further m the social state, in every state except totn; 
solitude, any disposal whatever of them can only take place hy the 
general consent of society. Even what a person has produced by his in- 
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dividual toll, unaided by any one, he cannot keep, unless it is the will of 
society that he should. Not only can society take it from him, but 
individuals could and would take it from him, if society only lemained 
passive ; if it did not either inierfcie en f/iassey or employ and pay people 
for the puipose of interfeiing, to prevent him from being disturbed in the 
possession The distribution of wealth, theiefore, depends on the laws 
and customs of society. The rules by which it is determined, are what 
the opinions and feelings of the conitfimnity make them, and are very 
dififerent m different ages and countries ; and might be still more different, 
if mankind so chose. 

The opinions and feelings of mankind, doubtless, are not a matter 
of chance. They are consequences of the fundamental laws of human 
nature, and of the constitution of the planet which we inhabit, modified by 
local or special peculiarities. But the laws of the generation of human 
opinions aie not within our piescnt subject. They are pait of the 
general theoiy of human progress, a far huger and more difficult subject 
of inquiry than political economy. We have here to consider, not 
the causes, but the consequences, of the i tiles according to which wealth 
maybe distributed, 'those, at least, are as little arbitrary, and have as 
much the character of physical laws, as the laws of production. Human 
beings can control their owm acts, but not the consequences of their acts, 
even on their own minds. Society can subject the distribution of v;ealth 
to whatever rules it thinks best ; but what piactical results shall flow 
from the operation of those rules, society cannot choose, but must be con- 
tent to learn. 

We proceed, then, to the consideration of the different modes of 
distiibuting the produce of land and labour, which have been adopted 
in practice, or may be conceived in theory. Among these, our attention is 
first claimed by that primary and fundamental institution, on which, 
unless in some exceptional and very limited cases, the economical arrange- 
iiients of society ha\e always rested, although in its secondary features 
it has varied, and is liable to vary. I mean, of course, the institution of 
individual property. 

§ 2 Piivate property, as an institution, did not owe its origin to any of 
those consideiations of utility, which plead for the maintenance of it wdien 
established Enough is known of rude ages, both from history and from 
analogous states of society in our owm time, to show, that tribunals 
(which always precede laws) were originally established, not to determine 
rights, but to repress violence and terminate quarrels. With this object 
chiefly in view, they naturally enough gave legal effect to first occupancy, 
by treating as the aggressor the person who first commenced violence, by 
turning, or attempting to turn, another out of possession. The pre- 
ser\'ation of the peace, wdiich w'as the oiiginal object ol civil government, 
was thus attained ; while by confirming, to those who already possessed 
it, even wdiat was not the fruit of personal e.xcrtion, guarantee was 
incidentally given to them and others that they would be protected in what 
was so. 

In considering the institution of property as a question in social 
philosophy, we must leave out of consideration its actual origin in any of 
the existing nations of Europe, and we may suppose a community un- 
hampered by any previous <possession ; a body of colonists, occupying for 
the first lime an uninhabited country ; bringing nothing with them but 
what belonged to them in common, and having a clear field for the 
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adoption of the institutions and polity which they judged most expedient : 
free, therefore, to choose whether they would conduct the work of produc- 
tion on the principle of individual property, or on some system of common 
ownership and collective agency. 

If private property were adopted, we must presume that it would be 
accompanied by none of the initial inequalities and injustices which 
obstruct the beneficial operation of the principle in old societies. Every 
full-grown man or woman, we mutt suppose, would be secured m the 
unfettered use and disposal of his or her bodily and mental faculties ; and 
the instruments of production, the land and tools, would be divided fairly 
amoqg them, so that all might start, in respect to outward appliances, on 
equal terms. It is even possible to conceive that in this original apportion- 
ment, compensation might be made for the injuries of nature, and the 
balance redressed by assigning to the less robust members of the 
community advantages in the distribution, sufficient to put them on a par 
with the rest. But the division, once made, would not again be interfered 
with ; individuals would be left to their own exertions and to the ordinary 
chances, for making an advantageous use of what was assigned to them. 
If individual property, on the contiary, were excluded, the plan which 
must be adopted would be to hold the land and all instruments of pro- 
duction as the joint propeity of the community, and to carry on the 
operations of industry on the common account. The direction of the 
labour of the community would devolve upon a magistrate or magistrates, 
whom we may suppose elected by the siifTrages of the community, and 
whom we must assume to be voluntai ily obeyed by them. 7'he division of 
the produce would in like manner be a public act. The principle might 
either be that of complete equality, or of apportionment to the necessities 
or deserts of individuals, in whatever manner might be conformable to the 
ideas of justice or policy prevailing in the community. 

Examples of such associations, on a small scale, are the monastic 
orders, the Moravians, the followers of Rapp, and others ; and from the 
plausible remedy which they hold out for the miseries and iniquities of a 
state of much inequality of wealth, schemes for a larger application of the 
same idea have reappeared and become popular at all periods of active 
speculation on the first principles of society. In an age like the present, 
when a general reconsideration of all first principles is felt to be inevitable, 
and when for the first time in histoiy the most suffering portions of the 
community have a voice in the discussion, it was impossible but that 
ideas of this nature should spread far and wide. I'lie late revolutions in 
Europe have thrown up a great amount of speculation of this character, 
and an unusual share of attention has consequently been drawn to the 
various forms which tjjiese ideas have assumed. 'Ihis atttention is not 
likely to dimmish ; attacks on the institution of property being', in the 
existing state of huiTjfin intellect, a natural expression of the discontent of 
all those classes on whom, in whatever manner, the present constitution 
of society bears hardly : and it is a safe prediction that unless the piogiess 
of the human mind can be checked, such speculations will ne\cr cease, 
until the laws of property are freed from whatever portion of injustice 
they contain, and until whatever is well grounded in the opinions, and 
legitimate in the aims of its assailants, is adopted into the framework of 
society. • 

The assailants of the principle of individual property may be divided 
into two classes : those whose scheme implies absolute equality in the 
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distribution of the physical means of life and enjoyment, and those who 
admit inequality, but grounded on some piinciplc, or supposed principle, 
of justice or general expediency, and not, like so many of the existing 
social equalities, dependent on accident alone. At the head of the first 
class, as the earliest in date of those belonging to the present generation, 
must be placed Mr. Owen and his folKjwers M. Loins LI. me and M. 
Cabet have moie lecently become^, conspicuous as apostles of similar 
doctrines (though the former advocates equality of distribution only as a 
tiansition to a still higher standard of abstiact justice, Ih.at all sliould 
woik accoiding to their capacity, and receive according to their wants). 
The characteristic name for this econom1c.1l system is Communism, a 
word of Continental origin, only of late introduced into this country. The 
word Soci.ihsm, which originated among the English Communists, and 
was assumed by them as a n.ime to designate their own doctiine, is now, 
on the Continent, employed in a larger sense , not ncccssaiily implying 
Communism, or the entire abolition of piivate property, but applied to 
any system which requires that the hand and the msti uments of production 
should be the property, not of individuals, Init of communities or associa- 
tions, or of the government. Among such systems, the two of highest 
intellectual pretension are those which, fiom the names of their real or 
imputed authors, have lieen called St. Simonism and Founeiism: the 
former, defunct as a system, but winch, during the few years of Us public 
promulgation, sowed the seeds of ne.iily all the Soci.alist tendencies which 
have since spicad so widely in France, the second, now floiinshing in 
the number, talent, and 2e.1l of its adherents. 

§ 3 It w'ould be too much to aflTiim that communities constituted on 
any of these principles could not permanently subsist. That a country of 
any laige extent could be foimed into a single ‘ Co-opeiativc Society,* is 
indeed not easily conceivable. The nearest approach to it ever realized 
seems to have been the government of Peru under the Incas, a despotism 
held together by a supeislition ; not likely to be erected into a type for 
modern aspirations, although it appeared mild and beneficent to those 
who contrasted it with the iion rule which took its place.* But a country 
might be covered with small Socialist communities, and these might have 
a Congress to m.inage their joint concerns. The scheme is not what is 
commonly meant by inipractic.ible Supposing that the soil and climate 
were tolerably iiropitioiis, .ind that the seveial communities, possessing 
the means of all necessary production within themselves, had not to 
contend in the general markets of the w^oild against the competition of 
societies founded on private property, I doubt not that by a very rigid 
system of repressing population, they might be al^le to Jive and hold 
together, without positive discomfoit This woulfi be a considerable im- 
provement, so far as the great majoiity are concerned, over those existing 
states of society in which no restraint at all is placed on population, or m 
which the restraint is very inadequate. 

The objection oidinanly made to a system of community of property 
and equal distiibution of the pioducc, that e.ach person would be in- 
cessantly occupied in evading his fair sh.aic of the work, is, I think, in 
general considerably overstated. Theie is a kind of work, hitheito more 
indispensable than mest others, that of fighting*, wdiich is never conducted 
on any other than the co-operative system ; and neither in a rude nor in 


* See Prescott’s Ilist^n of the Conquest of Peru, 
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a civilized society has the supposed difficulty been experienced. Educa- 
tion and the current of opinion having adapted themselves to the 
exigency, the sense of honour and the fear of shame have as yet been 
found to operate with sufficient strength ; and common sentiment has 
sanctioned the enfoi cement by adequate penalties, upon those not 
sufficiently influenced by other motives, of rules of discipline certainly not 
deficient in ligidity. The same sanctions would not fail to attach them- 
selves to the operations of industry® and to secure, as indeed they are 
found to do m the Moravian and similar establishments, a tolerable 
adheience to the pi escribed standaid of duty. The deficiency would be 
of motives to exceed that minimum standard. In ^^ar, the question lies 
between gical success and great failiiie, between losing a battle and 
gaining it, perhaps between being slaves and conquerors ; and the cir- 
cumstances of the case are stirring and stimulating to the feelings and 
faculties The common operations of industry aie the reverse of stirring 
and stimulating, and the only diiect result of extia exertion would be 
a trifling addition to the common stock shaied out among the mass. 
Mankind arc capable of a far greater amount of public spiiit than the 
present age is accustomed to suppose possible. But if the question were 
that of taking a gi eat deal of pcisonal trouble to produce a veiy small and 
unconspicuous public benefit, the love of ease would preponderate. Those 
who made cxtia exertions would expect and demand that the same thing 
should be requited from others and made a duty ; and in the long run, 
little more work would be pci formed by any, than could be exacted fiom 
all . the limit to all iiksomc labour would be the amount which the 
majority would consent to have made compulsory on themselves. But 
the majority, even m our piescnt societies, where the intensity of com- 
petition and the exclusive dependence of each on his own cncigics tend 
to give a moibid sticngth to the mdustual spiiit, are almost e\crywheie 
indolent and unambitious ; content with little, and unwilling to trouble 
themselves in order to make it moic. The standaid of industrial duty 
would therefore be fixed cxticmcly low. There aic, no doubt, some kinds 
of useful exeition to which the stimulus would not be w'c.ikcncd m the 
same degree. Invention is one of these. Invention is in itself an agiec- 
able exercise of the faculties ; and wdien applied successfully to the 
diminution of labour or the satisfaction of the physical wants of the 
community, it would in any society be a source of considerable tfe/af. 
But though to invent is a pleasant operation, to perfect an in\ ention and 
render it practical is a dull and toilsome one ; requiring also means and 
appliances which, in a society so constructed, no one would possess of his 
own. The many and long-continued trials by which the object is at last 
attained, could only be»madc by first persuading the majority that the 
scheme would be advantageous . and might be broken off at the very 
time when the work approached completion, if the patience of the majority 
became exhausted. We might expect therefore that thcie would be 
many piojccts conceived, and very few perfected ; while, the projects 
being prosecuted, if at all, at the public expense and not at the pro- 
jector’s, if there was any disposition to encourage them, the propor- 
tion of bad schemes to good w^ould probably be even greater than at 
present. 

It must be further observed, that the perfect equality contemplated in 
the theoiy of the scheme could not be really attained The produce 
might be divided equally, but how could the labour ? There are many 
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kinds of work, and by what standard are they to be measured one. 
against another? Who is to judge how much cotton spinning, or dis- 
tributing goods from the stores, or bricklaying, or chimney sweeping, is 
equivalent to so much ploughing? In the existing system of industry 
these things do adjust themselves with some, though but a distant, 
approach to fairness. If one kind of work is harder or more disagreeable 
than another, or requires a longA* practice, it is better paid, simply 
because there are fewer competitors for it ; and an individual generally 
finds that he can earn most by doing the thing which he is fittest for. I 
admit that this self-adjusting machinery does not touch some of the 
grossest of the existing inequalities of remuneration, and in particular the 
unjust advantage possessed by almost the commonest mental over almost 
the haidcst and most disagreeable bodily labour. Employments which 
require any kind of technical education, however simple, have hitherto 
been the subject of a real monopoly as against the mass. lUit as popular 
instruction advances, this monopoly is already becoming less complete, 
and ever)' increase of prudence and foresight among the people encroaches 
upon It more and more On the Communist system the impossibility of 
making the ad)ustment between different qualities of labour is so strongly 
felt, that the advocates of the scheme usually find it necessaiy to provide 
that all should work by turns at every desciiption of useful labour ; an 
arrangement which, by putting an end to the division of employments, 
would sacrifice the principal advantage which co-opciative production 
possesses, and would probably reduce the amount of production still 
lower than in our supposition. And after all, the nominal equality of 
labour would be so great a real inequality, that justice would revolt 
against its being enforced. All persons arc not equally fit for all labour ; 
and the same quantity of labour is an unequal burthen on the weak and 
the strong, the hardy and the delicate, the quick and slow, the dull and 
the intelligent. 

Assuming, however, all the success which is claimed for this .state of 
society by its partisans, it remains to be considered how much would be 
really gained for mankind, and whether the form that would be given to 
life, and the character which would be impressed on human natuie, w'ould 
be such as to satisfy any but a low estimate of the capabilities of the 
species. On the Communistic scheme, supposing it to be successful, 
theie would be an end to all anxiety concerning the means of subsistence ; 
and this would be much gained for human happiness. But it is perfectly 
possible to realize this same advantage in a society grounded on private 
property ; and to this point the tendencies of political speculation are 
rapidly converging. Supposing this attained, it \% sui cly a vast advantage 
on the side of the individual system, that it is compatible with a far 
greater degree of person.il liberty The peifcction qf social airangcmcnts 
would be to secure to all poisons complete independence and ficedom 
of action, subject to no restriction but that of not doing injury to others. 
The scheme which we are considering (at least as it is commonly 
understood) abrogates this fieedom entirely, and places every action of 
every member of the community under commcind. 

Communism, it is true, might exist without foicing the members of the 
community to live together, or controlling them in the disposal of their 
appointed rations, and of such leisure as might be left to them ; but it is 
of the essence of the scheme, that the association, through its managing 
body, should have absolute power over every one of its members during 
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working hours, and that no one could choose either at vihnt, or >\iih 
whom, or generally in what method, he would work. Let i/s add, that the 
work would be devoid of all feeling of interest, except that which might 
be confened on it by a principle of duty to the community. All the 
interest which it now derives from the hope of advancement, or of 
inci eased gain to the labouier himself, or to the objects of his private 
affections, would cease ; and it rqjinains to be shown that any equally 
powerful source of excitement would be substituted for these, or that the 
feeling of duty, even if strong enough to ensure pcrfoimance of the work, 
would have the power of rendering it agreeable. What was done, w'ould 
probably be done as men do the things w^hich are not done from choice 
but fiom necessity : and a life passed in the enforced observance of an 
external rule, and performance of a prescribed task, would sink into a 
monotonous routine. Lastly, the identity of education and pursuits would 
tend to impress on all the same unvarying type of character ; to the 
destruction of that multiform development of human nature, those 
manifold unlikenesses, that diversity of tastes and talents, and variety 
of intellectual points of view', which not only form a great part of the 
interest of human life, but by bunging intellects into stimulating col- 
lision, and by presenting to each innumerable notions that he could 
not have conceived of himself, are the mainspimg of mental and moial 
piogiession. 

I am aware it may be said that the great majority of the species already 
suffer, in the existing state of society, all the disadvantages which I 
asciibe to the Communist system. The factoiy labourer has as mono* 
tonous, indeed a more monotonous existence, than a member of an 
Ow'enite community ; working a gi eater number of hours, and at the 
same dull occupation, without the altei nation of employment which the 
Socialist scheme provides. The generality of labourers, in this and 
most other countiies, have as little choice of occupation or fieedom of 
locomotion, are practically as dependent on fixed rules and on the will of 
othcis, as they could be on any system short of actual slavery; to say 
nothing of the entire domestic subjection of one half the species, to whom 
It IS the signal honour ot Owenisin and most other forms of Socialism 
that they assign equal lights, m all respects, with those of the hitherto 
dominant sex. Again, it may be said of almost all labourcis, on the 
picsent system, namely of all who work by the day, or for a fixed salary, 
that labouring for the gain of others, not for their own, they have no 
interest in doing moic than the smallest quantity of work v\hich v\ill pass 
as a fulfilment of the mere tcims of their engagement. Pioduction, there- 
fore, it may be said, sliould be at least as inefiicient on the present plan, 
as It w'ould be fiom alamilar cause under the other. 

To take the last aigiiinent first, it is true that, for the very reason 
assigned, namely, ?lie insufficient interest which day-labouiers have in 
the result of their labour, theie is a natural tendency in such labour to 
be extremely inefficient : a tendency only to be overcome by vigilant 
sipcrintendence on the part of persons who arc inteiested in the result. 
The ‘ master’s eye ’ is notoriously the only security to be relied on. If a 
delegated and lined superintendence is found effectual, it is when the 
superintendents themselves aie well superintended, and have a high 
salary and a privileged situation to lose on being found neglectful of 
their trust. Superintend them as you will, day-labourers are so much 
inferior t9 those who work by the piece, that the latter system is practised 
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in all industrial occupations to which it is conveniently applicable. And 
yet it is by no means true that day-labourers, under the present arrange- 
ments, have no mduceincntb of pnvate interest to energetic action. They 
have a strong inducement, that of gaming a chaiacter as workmen, which 
may secure them a preference in employment ; and they have often a 
hope of promotion and of rising in the woild, nor is that hope always 
disappointed. Where no such possibility is open to the labouring classes, 
then* condition is confessedly wrongj* and demands a remedy. With 
respect to the other objections which I have anticipated, I freely admit 
them. 1 believe that the condition of the opeiatives in a w'ell-regu- 
lated manufactory, with a great reduction of the hours of labour and 
a considerable variety of the kind of it, is very like w'hat the condition of 
all would be m an Owenite community. But to maintain even this state, 
the limitation of the propagative powers of the community must be as 
much a matter of public regulation as everything else ; since under the 
supposed ariangements prudential restraint w’ould no longer exist. Now, 
if we suppose an ecpuil degree of regulation to take place under the 
present system, either compulsorily, or, what would be so much prefer- 
able, voluntarily ; a condition at least ecjual to w’hat the Communist 
system offers to all, would fall to the lot of the least foitunate, by the 
mere action of the competitive piinciple. Whatever of pecuniary means 
or freedom of action any one obtainecl beyond this, would be so much to 
to be counted in favour of the competitive system. It is an abuse of the 
principle of equality to demand that no mcliviclual be permitted to be 
better off than the rest, when his being so makes none of the others 
worse off than they otherwise w^ould be. 

§ 4. These arguments against Communism are not applicable to St 
Simonisin, a system of far higher intellectual pretensions than the former: 
constructed w ith greater foresight of objections, and justcr appreciation 
of them ; grounded on views of human nature much less limited, and the 
work altogether of larger and more accomplislied minds, by most of 
whom accordingly, what was erroneous m their theory has long ago been 
seen and abandoned. The St Simoniaii scheme does not contemplate 
an equal, but an unequal division of the produce ; it docs not propose 
that all should be occupied alike, but differently, according to their voca- 
tion or capacity ; the function of each being assigned, like grades in a 
regiment, by the choice of the directing autlioiity, and the lemuneration 
being by salary, proportioned to the importance, m the eyes of that 
authority, of the function itself, and the merits of the person who fulfils it. 
For the constitution of the ruling body, different plans might be adopted, 
consistently with the essentials of the system. It might be appointed by 
popular suffrage. In the idea of the oiiginal auliiors, the rulers were 
supposed to be persons of genius and virtue, who obtained the voluntary 
adhesion of the rest by mere force of mental superioKty, through a reli- 
gious feeling of reverence and subordination. Society, thus constituted, 
would wear as diversified a face as it does now ; would be still fuller of 
interest and excitement, would hold out even more abundant stimulus to 
individual exertion, and would nourish, it is to be feaied, even more of 
rivaliies and animosities than at present. That the scheme might in 
Sv me peculiar states q/ society work wnth advantage, I w'lll not deny. 
There is indeed a successful experiment, of a somewhat similar kind, on 
record, to which I have once alluded, that of the Jesuits, in Paraguay. A 
race of savages, belonging to a portion of mankind more averse to con* 
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secutive exertion for a distant object Ilian any other authentically known 
to us, was bi ought under the mental dominion of civili/cd and instructed 
menwhowcie united among themselves by a system of community of 
goods. To the absolute authority of these men they leveientially sub- 
mitted themsehes, and weic induced by tliem to leain the aits of cnih/cd 
life, and to piactisc labouis for the community uhuh no indue ement that 
could liavc been olTeied would have pi evaded on them to piactise foi 
themselves. I'liis social system was of shoit duration, being picmatuiely 
destro) ed by diplomatic aiiangcmcnts and foieign foicc 'J hat it could 
be bi ought into action at all was piobably owing to the immense distance 
in point of knowledge and intellect which scpaiatcd the few luleis fiom 
the whole body of the ruled, without any irUei mediate outers, either 
social or intellectual. In any other circumstances it would probably have 
been a complete failure ; and we may ventuie to say that in no Euiopcan 
community could it have even the partial success which might really be 
obtained by an association on the principle of Communism. It supposes 
an absolute despotism in the heads of the association ; which w'ould 
probably not be much improved if the depositaiies of the despotism 
(contrary to the view’s of the authors of the system) were varied from lime 
to time according to the icsult of a popular canvass. lUit to suppose that 
one or a few human beings, howsoever selected, could, by whatever 
machinery of suboidinate agency, be cjualificd to adapt cadi peison’s 
wwk to his capacity, and pioportion each person’s remuneration to his 
meiits — to be, m fact, the dispensers of distributive justice to every 
member of a community, vvcic it even the smallest that ever had a 
sepaialc political existence — or that any use which they could make of 
this pow’cr would give gencial satisfaction, or would be submitted to 
without the aid of foice— is a supposition almost loo chimerical to be 
reasoned ag«unst. A fixed rule, like that of equality, might be acquiesced 
in, and so might chance, or an external necessity ; but that a handful of 
human beings should weigh everybody m the balance, and give more to 
one and less to another at their sole pleasuie and judgment, would not be 
home unless fiom persons believed to be moic than men, and backed by 
supernatural terrors 

§ 5. The most skilfully combined, and in eveiy icspect the least open 
to objection, of the forms of Socialism, is that commonly known as 
Fourierism This system docs not contemplate the abolition of piivate 
piopeity, nor even of mhciitancc : on the contiary, it avowedly takes into 
consideration, as an element in the disUibution of the produce, capital as 
well as labour. It proposes that the operations of industry should be 
earned on by associations of about two thousand membcis, combining 
their laboui on a district of about a square league in extent, under the 
guidance of chiefs selected by themselves. In the distribution, a ceitain 
minimum is first assigned for the subs stcnce of eveiy member of the 
community, whether capable or not of labour. The remainder of the 
produce is shared m certain proportions, to be dctei mined bcfoichand, 
among the thiee elements. Labour, Capital, and Talent. 'Ihe capital of 
the community may be owned m unequal shaies by dilTercnt members, 
w'ho would in that case receive, as in any other joint-stock company, 
proportional dividends. The claim qf each person on the share of the 
produce apportioned to talent, is estimated by the gr.ide or rank which 
the individual occupies in the several groups of labouicis to which he or 
she belongs ; these grades being in all cases conferred by the choice of 
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his or her companions. The remuneration, when received, would not of 
necessity be expended or enjoyed in common ; there would be separate 
manages for all who preferred them, and no other community of living is 
contemplated, than th it all the members of the association should reside 
in the same pile of buildings ; for saving of labour and expense not only 
in building, but in every branch of domestic economy ; and in order that, 
the whole buying and selling operations of the community being performed 
by a single agent, the enormous porpon of the produce of industry now 
carried off by the profits of mere distributors might be reduced to the 
smallest amount possible. 

Thus far it is apparent that this system, unlike Communism, does not, 
in theory at least, withdraw any of the motives to exertion which exist in 
the present system of society. On the contrary, if the arrangement could 
be supposed to work according to the intentions of its contrivers, it would 
even strengthen those motives, since each person would have much more 
certainty of reaping individually the fruits of increased skill or energy, 
bodily or mental, than under the present social ariangements can be felt 
by any but those who are in the most advantageous positions, or to whom 
the chapter of accidents is more than ordinarily favourable The 
Fouriensts, however, have still another resource. They believe that they 
have solved the gieat and fundamental problem of rendering labour 
attractive. That this is not impracticable, they contend by very strong 
arguments ; in particular by one which they have m common with the 
Owenites, viz., that scarcely any labour, however severe, undergone by 
human beings for the sake of subsistence, exceeds in intensity that which 
other human beings, whose subsistence is already provided for, are found 
ready and even eager to undergo for pleasure. 1 his certainly is a most 
significant fact, and one from which the student in social philosophy may 
draw important instruction. But the argument founded on it may easily 
be stretched too far. If occupations full of discomfort and fatigue are 
freely pursued by many persons as amusements, who does not see that 
they are amusements exactly because they are pursued freely, and may be 
discontinued at pleasure ? The liberty of quitting a position often makes 
the whole difference between its being painful and pleasurable. Many a 
person remains in the same town, street, or house from January to 
December, without a wish or a thought tending towards removal, who if 
confined to that s'ame place by the mandate of authority, would find the 
imprisonment absolutely intolerable. 

According to the Fouriensts, scarcely any kind of useful labour is 
naturally and necessarily disagreeable, unless it is either regarded as 
dishonourable, or is immoderate in degree, or destitute of the stimulus of 
sympathy and emulation. The few kinds of useful employment which 
are inherently distasteful to either the physical dr the moral sense, or 
which would be so to persons in as high a state of cultivation as the 
Fouriensts rightly aspire to confer upon all, they p'lopose to surround 
with marks of honour, and to remunerate on the highest scale. Excessive 
toil needs not, they contend, be undergone by anyone, in a society in 
which there would be no idle class, and no labour wasted, as so enormous 
an amount of labour is now wasted, m useless things ; and wheie full 
advantage would be taken of the power of association, both in increasing 
the efficiency of production, and in economizing consumption The other 
requisites for rendering labour attractive \iould, they think, be found in 
the execution of all labour by social groups, to any number of which the 
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same individual might simultaneously belong, at his or her own choice ; 
their grade in each being determined by the degree of service which they 
were found capable of rendering, as appreciated by the suffrages of their 
comrades. It is inferred from the diversity of tastes and talents, that 
every member of the community would be attached to several groups, 
employing themselves in various kinds of occupation, some bodily, others 
mental, and would be capable of occupying a high place in some one or 
more ; so that a real equality, or a ^pmething more nearly approaching to 
It than might at first be supposed, would practically result : not (as m 
Communism) from the compiession, but, on the contrary, from the largest 
possible development, of the various natuial superiorities residing m 
each individual. 

Even from so brief an outline, it will be perceived that this system does 
no violence to any of the general laws by which human action, even in 
the present imperfect state of moral and intellectual cultivation, is in- 
fluenced. All persons would have a prospect of deriving individual 
advantage from every degree of labour, of abstinence, and of talent, which 
they individually exercised. The impediment to success would not be in 
the principles of the system, but in the unmanageable nature of its 
machinery. Before large bodies of human beings could be fit to live 
togetlier in such close union, and still more, before they would be capable 
of adjusting, by peaceful arrangement among themselves, the relative 
claims of every class or kind of labour and talent, and of every individual in 
every class, a vast improvement in human character must be presupposed. 
When It is considered that each person who would have a voice in 
this adiustinent would be a party interested in it, in every sense of the 
teim — that each would be called on to take pait by vote in fixing both 
the relative remuneration, and the relative estimation, of himself as 
compaied with all other labourers, and of his own class of labour or 
talent as compared with all others ; the degree of disinteicstedness and 
of fieedom from vanity and in liability, which would be required in such 
a community from every individual in it, would be such as is now only 
found in the elite of huiTicinity : while if these qualities fell much short of 
the required standard, either the adjustment could not be made at all, or, 
if made by a majority, would engender jealousies and disappointments 
destructive of the internal hannony on which the whole working of the 
system avowedly depends. These, it is true, are difficulties, not impossi- 
bilities: and the Fouriciisls, who alone among Socialists arc m a great 
degree alive to the true conditions of the problem which they undertake 
to solve, are not without ways and means of contending against these. 
With every advance in education and improvement, their system tends to 
become less impracticable, and the very attempt to make it succeed would 
cultivate m those making the attempt, many of the virtues which it 
requires. But we have only yet considered the case of a single P'ourienst 
community. Whert wc remember that the communities themsches are to 
be the constituent units of an organized whole, (othenvise competition 
would rage as actively between rival communities as it now docs between 
individual mci chants or manufacturers,) and that nothing less would be 
requisite for the complete success of the scheme, than the organisation 
from a single centre of the whole industry of a nation, and even of the 
world ; we may, without attempting to limit the ♦iltimate capabilities of 
human natuie, affiim, that the political economist, for a considerable time 
to come, will be chiefly concerned with the conditions of existence and 
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progress belonging to a society founded on privatfe property and individual 
competition ; and that, rude as is the manner in which those two principles 
apportion reward to exertion and to merit, they must form the basis of the 
principal improvements which can for the piesent be looked for in •the 
economical condition of humanity. 

§ 6. And those improvements will be found to be far more considerable 
than the adherents of the various Socialist systems are willing to allow. 
Whatever may be the merit or demerit of their own schemes of society, 
they have hitherto shown themselves^ extremely ill acquainted with the 
economical laws of the existing social system ; and have, in consequence, 
habitually assumed as necessary effects of competition, evils which are by 
no means inevitably attendant on it. It is from the influence of this 
erroneous interpretation of existing facts, that many Socialists of high 
principles and attainments are led to regard the competitive system as 
radically incompatible with the economical well-being of the mass. 

The principle of private property has never yet had a fair trial m any 
countiy ; and less so, perhaps, m this country than in some others. The 
social arrangements of modern Europe commenced from a distribution of 
property which was the lesult, not of just partition, or acquisition by 
industry, but of conquest and violence : and notwithstanding what industry 
has been doing for many centuries to modify the work of force, the 
system still retains many and large traces of its origin The laws of 
propeity have never yet conformed to the principles on which the justifi- 
cation of private property rests. They have made property of things 
which never ought to be property, and absolute property where only a 
qualified propeity ought to exist They have not held the balance fairly 
between human beings, but have heaped impediments upon some, to 
give advantage to others ; they have purposely fostered inequalities, and 
prevented all from starting fair in the race. That all should indeed start on 
perfectly equal terms, is inconsistent with any law of private property : 
but if as much pains as has been taken to aggravate the ineciuality of 
chances arising from the natural working of the piinciplc, had been taken 
to temper that inequality by every means not subversive of the piinciple 
itself ; if the tendency of legislation had been to favour the diffusion, 
instead of the concentration of wealth — to encourage the subdivision of 
the large masses, instead of striving to keep them together ; the principle 
of individual property would have been found to have no necessary con- 
nexion with the physical and social evils w'hich have made so many minds 
turn cagcily to any prospect of relief, however desperate 

We are as yet too ignorant either of what individual agency in its best 
form or Socialism in its best form can accomplish, to be qualified to 
decide which of the two will be the ultimate form of human society. In 
the piesent stage of huin.m improvement at least, it is not (1 conceive) 
the subversion of the system of individual property 'that should be aimed 
at, but the improvement of it, and the participation of eveiy member of 
the community in its benefits. Far, however, from 'looking upon the 
various classes of Socialists with any approach to disrespect, I honour the 
intentions of almost all who are publicly known in that character, the 
acquirements and talents of several, and I regard them, taken collectively, 
as one of the most valuable elements of human improvement now exist- 
ing ; both fiom the impulse they give to the reconsideration and discussion 
of all the most important questions, and from the ideas they have con* 
tributed to many ; ideas from w'hich the most advanced supporters of the 
existing order of society have still much to leain. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

§ I. It is ne\t to be considered, what is included in the idea of piivate 
property, and by what considerations the applicability of the piinciplc is 
bounded. 

The institution of piopeity, reduced to its essential elements, consists 
in the recognition, m each person, i)f a light to the exclusive disposal of 
what he or she have pioduccd by their own cxcitions, oi icccivcd by gift 
or fair agreement, without force or fraud, fiom those w'ho ])roduccd it. 
The foundation of the whole is, the right of pioduceis to w^hat they them- 
selves have produced. It may be objected, theieforc, that the institution, 
as it now exists, lecogniscs lights of property in individuals ovei things 
which they have not pioduced. For example (it may be said), the 
opeiativcs m a manufactory cicate, by their laboui and skill, the whole 
produce ; yet, instead of us belonging to them, the law gives them only 
their stipulated hire, and transfers the pioduce to some one who has 
merely supplied the funds, without peihaps contributing anything to the 
work Itself, even in the foim of supciintendcncc. The answer to this is, 
that the labour of manufactuie is only one of the conditions which must 
combine for the production of the commodity. The labour cannot be 
Gained on without mateiials and machinery, nor without a stock of neces- 
saries provided in advance, to maintain the laboui ers duiing' the pro- 
duction. All these things arc the fruits of previous labour. If the 
labourers weie possessed of them, they would not need to divide the 
produce with any one ; but since they liav^e them not, an eqimalent must 
be given to those w'ho have, both for the antecedent labour, and for the 
abstinence by which the pioducc of that labour, instead of being expended 
on indulgences, has been lesciv ed for this use 1 he capital may not have 
been, and in most cases w'as not, cicatcd by the labour and abstinence of 
the present posscssoi ; but it was cicated by the labour .and abstinence of 
some former person, who, by gift or contract, transferred his claims to the 
present capitalist ; and the abstinence at least must have been continued 
by each successive owner, down to the present. 'J’he terms of co-opera- 
tion between present labour and the fruits of past labour, aie a subject for 
adjustment betw^ecn the two paitics. Each is necessary to the other. 
The capitalist can do nothing without labouieis, nor the la]30uieis without 
capital. It may be said they do not meet on an equal footing- the 
capit.alist, as the richer, can t.ike advantage of the labouier’s necessities, 
and make his conditions as he ple.ases. lie could do so, undoubtedly, if 
he were but one. The capitalists collectively could do so, if they were 
not too numerous to combine, and act as a body. But, as things arc, 
they have no such advantage. Where c ombinalion is impossible, the 
terms of the contiact dcpencl on competition, that is, on the amount of 
capital which the cMlcctivc abstinence of society has provided, compared 
with the number of the labourcis. If the laboui ers compete for employ- 
ment, the c.apitahsts on their part compete for labour, to the full extent of 
the circulating capital of the country. Competition is often spoken of as 
if it were necessarily a cause of misery and degradation to the labouring 
class ; as if high wages were not precisely as much a product of compe- 
tition as low wages The remuneration of labour js as much the result of 
the law of competition in the United States, as it is in Ireland. 
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The right of property includes, then, the freedom of acquiring by con- 
tract. The right of each to what he has produced, implies a right to 
what has been produced by others, if obtained by their free consent, and 
without fraud ; since the producers must either have given it from good 
will, or ex'changed it for what they esteemed an equivalent, and to picvent 
them from doing so would be to infiingc their right of property m the 
product of their own industry. 

§ 2. liefoie pioceeding to consider the things which the principle of in- 
dividual property docs no/ include, \\c must specify one more thing which 
it does include • and this is, that a tiflc, after a certain pciiod, should be 
given by prescription. According to the fundamental idea of piopcity, 
indeed, nothing ought to be treated as such, which has been acc|uiied by 
force X fraud, or appropriated in ignoiance of a prior title vested m some 
other person ; but it is necessary to the security ot rightful posscssois, 
that they should not be molested by charges of wnongful acquisition, w^hen 
by the lapse of time w’ltnesscs must ha\e perished or been lost sight of, 
and the real character of the tiansaction can no longer be cleaied up^ 
Possession which has not been legally questioned within a model ate 
number of years, ought to be, as by the laws of all nations it is, a complete 
title Even when the acquisition was wiongful, the dispossession, after a 
generation has elapsed, of the probably ^ond fide posscssois, by the revival 
of a claim which had been long dormant, would generally be a gi cater in- 
justice, and almost always a greater private and public mischief, than 
leaving the original wTong without atonement. It may seem haid that a 
claim, originally just, should be defeated by mere lapse of time ; but theie 
is a time after which (even looking at the individual case, and without re- 
gard to the general cficct on the security of posscssois) the balance of 
haidship turns the other way. With the injustices of men, as w ith the 
convulsions and disasters of nature, the longer they remain unrepaired, the 
greater become the obstacles to rcpaiiing them, arising from the after- 
growths w'hich would have to be torn up or broken through. In no 
human transactions, not even in the simplest and clearest, docs it follow 
that a thing is fit to be done now, because it w'as fit to be done sixty years 
ago. It is scnicely liccciful to icmnik, that these reasons foi not 
disturbing acts of injustice of old date, cannot apply to unjust systems or 
institutions ; since a bad k'nv or usage is not one bad act, in the remote 
past, but a perpetual lepetition of bad acts, as long as the law or usage 
lasts. 

Such, then, being the essentials of private propeity, it is now^ to be con- 
sidcicd, to what extent the forms m which the institution has existed 
in different states of society, or still exists, aie necessary consequences 
of Its principle, or are recommended by the reasons on which it is 
grounded 

§ 3 Nothing is implied in pioperty but the iright of each to his 
own faculties, to w'hat he can produce by them, and to whatever he can 
get for them in a fair market : together with his right to give this to 
another person if he chooses, and the right of that other to receive and 
enjoy it. 

It follows, thcicfore, that although the right of bccjucst, or gift after 
death, fonns part of the idea of private property, the right of inheritance, 
as distinguished from bequest, does not. That the property of a person 
who has made no disposition of it during his lifetime, should pass first to 
his children, and failing them, to his nearest relations, may be a piopcr 
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arfaftgemeiit or not, but is no consequence of the principle of private 
property. Although there belong to the decision of such questions many 
consideiations besides those of political economy, it is not foreign to 
the plan of this woikto suggest, for the judgment of thinkers, the view of 
them which most lecommcnds itself to the vvi iter’s mind. 

^Jo piesLimption in favour of existing ideas on tins subject is to bo 
derived fiom iheir antiquity. In early ages, the propcity of a deceased 
peison passed to hischilclicn and nearest relatives by so natuial and 
obvious an airangcment, that no other could ever h.ive been thought of in 
competition with it. In the first plac^, they were usually piesent on the 
spot : they v\erc m possession, and if they had no other title, had that, so 
important in an caily state of society, of first occupancy. Secondly, they 
were alicady, m a manner, joint owners of his property dunng his life. If 
the property was in land, it had generally been confeircd by the state on 
a family rather than on an individual if it consisted of cattle or moveable 
goods. It had probably been acquired, and w'as certainly protected and 
defended, by the united efforts of all members of the family who were of 
an age to woik or fight. Exclusive individual property, in the modern 
sense, scaiccly cntcied into the ideas of the time ; and when the first 
magistrate of the association died, he really left nothing vacant but his 
own share in the division, which devolved on the member of the family 
who succeeded to his authority. To have disposed of the propcity other- 
wise, would have been to break up a little commonw'calth, united by ideas, 
interest, and habits, and to c«ist them adrift on the woild. These con- 
siderations, though rather felt than reasoned about, had so great an 
influence on the minds of mankind, as to create the idea of an inherent 
right in the childiento the possessions of their ancestor ; a right which it 
was not competent to himself to dcfe.it. iicquest, in a primitive state of 
society, was seldom recognised ; a clear proof, were there no other, that 
property was conceived m a manner totally different from the conception 
of it in the piescnt time. 

But the feudal f.imilv, the Inst historical form of patiiarchal life, has 
longpcnshed, and the unit of society is not now the family or clan, com- 
posed of all the reputed descendants of a common ancestor, but the 
individual ; or at most a pjiir of individuals, with their unemancipaled 
childien. Property is now inherent m individuals, not m families; 
the children when grown up do not follow the occupations or fortunes of 
the parent * if they paitici pate in his pecuniaiy means it is at his ple.asure, 
and not by a voice in the ownership and government of the whole, but 
geneially by the exclusive enjoyment of a part : and m this country 
at least (except as f.ir as entails or other settlements are an obstacle) 
it is in his power to disinherit even his childien, .and leave his fortune to 
strangers. More distant relatives aie m general almost as completely 
detached from the family and its interests as if they were in no 
way connected with it. The only claim they are supposed to have on 
their richer relations is to a picference, cccicris panbus^ m good offices, and 
some aid in case of actflal necessity 

^ So gieat a change in the conslitiiiion of society must make a con- 
siderable difference in the grounds on which the disposal of property 
by^ inheritance should icst. The reasons usually assigned by modern 
writers for giving the properly of a person wno dies intestate to the 
children, or nearest relatives, arc first, the supposition that in so disposing 
of it, the law is more likely tluan in any other mcjic to do what the 
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proprietor himself would have done, if he •had done anything ; and 
secondly, the hardship, to those who lived with their parent and partook 
in his opulence, of being cast down from the enjoyments of wealth into 
poverty and privation. 

There is force in both these ai^iimcnls. The Lav ccitainly ought 
to do, for the children or dependants of an intestate, whatever it was 
the duty of the parent or piotcctor to have done, but from accident or 
negligence or worse causes he failed to do Whether it would be 
possible, by means of a public adi^iinistnitor of intestate est.ites, to take 
cognizance of special claims and sec justice done in detail, is a question 
of some difficulty into which I foibear to enter. I shall only considei 
what might with best reason be laid down as a gcneial lule. 

We may first remark, that m regard to collateial lelations, it is not, un- 
less from special and peculiar causes, the duty of any one to make 
a pecuniary provision for them. No one now expects it, unless there 
happen to be no direct heirs ; nor would it be expected even then, if the 
expectation weic not created by the provisions of the law in case of 
intestacy. I see, therefore, no reason why collateral mheiitance should 
exist at all. Mr. Bcntham long ago proposed, and other high authorities 
have agreed m the opinion, that if thcie are no hens either m the descend- 
ing or in the ascending line, the pioperly, m case of intestacy, should 
escheat to the state. There is no good icason why the accumul.itions of 
some childless miser should on his death (as evciy now and then happens) 
go to enrich a distant relative nho never saw him, who peihaps never 
knew himself to be related to him until theie was something to be gained 
by it, and who had no moral claim upon him of any Lind, more than the 
most entire stranger. Where collaterals have real cl.iiins, those claims 
are personal, and the proper mode of paying legaid to tliem is by bequest. 
That duty may be neglected, but is not moic likely to be so in the case of 
relatives than of strangcis, wlio may hd\e just as stiong claims of the 
same natuie. It any near relatives, known to be such, wcic in a state of 
indigence, a donation, or a small pension, accoiding to ciicumstances, 
might, in case of intestacy, be assigned to them w'hen the state 
appropriated the inheritance. This w'oiild be a justice, or a generosity, 
which they do not cxpeiicnce from the picscnt l.iw, since that gives all to 
the nearest collaterals^ however great maybe the necessities of those moie 
distant. 

The claims of children are of a different nature • they arc real, and in- 
defeasible. But even of these, I ventuic to think tliatthe measuic usually 
taken is an erroneous one : what is due to childicn is in some respects - 
underrated, m others, as it appears to me, exaggerated. One of the most 
binding of all obligations, that of not bringing children into the world 
unless they can be maintained in comfort, and bioiight up wuth a likelihood 
of Its continuance, is both disregarded m practice and made light of in 
theory in a manner disgraceful to human intelligence. On the other 
hand, when the parent possesses property, the claims of the children upon 
it seem to me to be the subject of an opposite error. Whatever fortune a 
parent may have inherited, or, still more, may have acquired, I cannot 
admit that he owes to his children, merely because they are his children, 
to leave them rich, without the necessity of any exertion. I could not 
admit it, even if to be so left were always, and certainly, for the good of 
the children themselves. But this is in the highest degree uncertain. It ’ 
depends on individual character. Without supposing extreme cases, it 
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may be affirmed that ima majority of instances the good not only ot 
society but of the individuals would be better consulted by bequeathing to 
them a moderate, rather than a large provision. This, which is a common- 
place of moralists ancient and modern, is felt to be true by many intelligent 
parents, and would be acted upon much more frequently, if they did not 
allow themselves to consider less what ically is, than what will be thought 
by others to be, advantageous to the children. 

The duties of parents to their children are those which are indissolubly 
attached to the fact of causing the^ existence of a human being. The 
parent owes to society to endeavour to make the child a good and valuable 
member of it, and ow’es to his children to provide, so far as depends on 
him, such education, and such appliances and means, as will enable them 
to start with a fair chance of a successful life. To this every child has a 
claim ; and I cannot admit, that as a child he has a claim to more. 
There is a case in which these obligations present themselves nakedly, 
without any extrinsic circumstances to disguise or confuse them: it is that 
of an illegitimate child. To such a child it is generally felt that there is 
due from the parent, the amount of provision for his welfare which will 
enable him to make his life, on the whole a desirable one. I hold that to 
no child, merely as such, anything more is due, than w'hat is admitted to 
be dvie to an illegitimate child . and that no child for whom thus much 
has been done, has, unless on the score of previously raised expectations, 
any grievance, if the remainder of the parent’s fortune is devoted to 
public uses, or to the benefit of individuals on ivhom m the parent’s 
opinion it is better bestowed. 

In order to give the children that fair chance of a desirable existence, 
to which they are entitled, it is generally necessary that they should not 
be brought up from childhood m liabits of luxury which they will not have 
the means of indulging in after-life. This, again, is a duty often flagrantly 
violated by possessors of tcimmable incomes, who have little property to 
leave. When the childien of rich parents have lived, as to a certain 
degree it is natiiial they should do, in habits coriesponding to the scale of 
expenditure in wdiich the paienls indulge, it is generally the duty of the 
parents to make a greater provision for them, than would suffice for 
children otherwise brought up. 1 say generally, because even here theie 
is another side to the question. It is a proposition quite capable of being 
maintained, that to a strong natuie, which has to make Us way against 
narrow circumstances, to have known early some of the feelings and 
experiences of wealth, is on the whole an advantage both in the formation 
of character and in the happiness of life. But ordinary rules of conduct 
are not framed to suit stiong natures, and it is mostly true, that childien 
have a just ground of complaint, who have been brought up more 
luxuriously than they are afterwards enabled to live. Their claim, 
therefore, is good to a pro\ision bearing some relation to the mode of 
their bringing up. But this too is a claim which, though just in itself, is 
particularly liable to be sti etched further than its leasons warrant. The 
case is exactly that of the youngci children of the nobility and landed 
gentry, the bulk of whose fortune jiasscs to the eldest son. The other 
sons, who are usu.illy numerous, aie brought up in the same habits of 
luxuiy as the future heir, and they receive, as a younger brother’s portion, 
p^eneially what the reason of the case dictates, namely, enough to support, 
in the habits of life to which they are accustomed, themselves, but not a 
livife and children. It really js no grievance to any man, that for the 
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means of marrying and of supporting a family he has to depend on hit 
own exertions. 

A provision, then, such as is admitted to be reasonable in the case of 
illegitimate children, of younger children, wherever in short the justice of 
the case, and the real interests of the individuals and of society, aie the 
only things considered, is, 1 conceive, all that parents owe to their 
children, and all, therefore, which the state owes to the children of those 
who die intestate. The surplus, if ^any, I hold that it may rightfully 
appropriate to the general purposes of the community. I would not, 
however, be so far misunderstood as to be supposed to recommend that 
parents should not do more for their children than what, merely as 
children, they have a moral right to. In some cases it is imperative, in 
many laiidalile, and in all allowable, to do much more. For this, how- 
ever, the means are afforded by the liberty of bequest. It is due, not to 
the children but to the parents, that they should have the power of 
showing marks of affection, of requiting services and sacrifices, and of 
bestowing their \\calth accoiding to their own preferences, or their own 
judgment of fitness. 

§ 4, Whether the power of bequest should itself be subject to limitation, 
is an ulteiior question of no little importance. Unlike inheritance ad i7ite\- 
iato^ bequest is one of the attributes of projicity : the ownership of a thing 
cannot be looked upon as complete without the power of bestowing it, at 
death or during life, at the owner’s pleasure . and all the reasons, which re- 
commend that pri\ ate property should exist, recommend tanto this ex- 
tension of It. Hut property is only a means to an end, not itself the end. 
Like all other pioprietary rights, and even m a gieatcr degree than most, 
the power of bequest is liable to conflict with objects still more important. 
It docs so, when, not content wuth bequeathing an estate to A, the testator 
prescribes that on A’s death it shall pass to his e'dcst son, and to that 
son’s son, and so on for ever. No doubt, pci sons have occasionally 
exerted themselves more strenuously to acquire a fortune, from the hope 
of founding a family m perpetuity ; but the mischiefs to society of such 
perpetuities outw'Cigh the value of this incentive to exertion, and the 
incentnes in the case of those who have the opportunity of making large 
fortunes are strong enough without it. A similar abuse of the power of 
bequest is committed when a person who does the meritorious act of 
leaving property for public uses, attempts to prescribe the details of its 
application in perpetuity ; when m founding a place of education (for 
instance) he dictates, for ever, what doctiines shall be taught. It being 
impossible that any one should know what doctrines will be fit to be 
taught after he has been dead for centuries, the law ought not to give 
effect to such dispositions of property, unless subject to the perpetual 
revision (after a certain interval has elapsed) of a fitting authority. 

These are obvious limitations. But even the simplest exercise of the 
right of bequest, that of determining the person to whom property shall 
pass immediately on the death of the testator, has alw*iys been reckoned 
among the privileges which might be limited or varied, according to 
views of expediency. The limitations, hitherto, have been almost solely 
in favour of children. In England the right is in principle unlimited, 
almost the only impediment being that arising from a settlement by a 
fonner proprietor, in^ which case the holder for the time cannot indeed 
bequeath his possessions, but only because there is nothing to bequeath, 
he having merely a life inteiest. By the Roman law', on which the civil 
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Icgislcillon of the Continent of Europe is piincip.illy founded, bequest 
ongindlly was not pci nutted at all, and e\cn after it was iiUioiluctd, a 
poriio was compulsorily lescrvcd for each child ; and sucli is still 
the law in some of the faintinental nations IJy the Fiench law since the 
Revolution, the ]).iient c.in only dispose by wall of .i portion eepud to the 
shaic of one chdd, each of the cliildicn takinj,^ an ecpial poitiun 'Ihis 
entail, as it may be called, of the bulk of e\cry ones piopeity uptm the 
chilclicn collectively, seems to me^as little defensible inpnmipleas an 
entail in favour of one child, though it docs not shock so diiectl> the 
sentiment of justice. It is questionable whether paicnts should be com- 
I-cllcd to leave to their childien even that pi ovision which, as chilclicn, 
1 have contended that they have a moral claim to. Childien may forfeit 
that claim by gcneial iin worth in ess, or particular ill-conduct to the 
paients • they may have other resouices oi piospcets what has been 
pic\ lously done for them, in the way of education and advancement m 
life, may fully satisfy tlicir moial claim; or others may have claims 
supeiior to theiis. If they aic of cage and stiength to jiiovicle, however 
humbly, foi themselves, the maintenance of some aulhoiity in ilie paient 
by the power of disinbcnting, is pciliaps expedient Ilut however the 
case may be as to a meie provision, I hold that justice and expidicncv 
aie wholly against compelling anything beyond That a p(‘i son sluaild 
be cert.iin fiom childhood of su(( ceding to a large fortune mdcpt'nclently 
of the good will and affection of any human being, is, unhss under veiy 
favourable influences of other kinds, almost a fatal ciicuinstancc in his 
education. 

d he exticme icstiiction of the power of bequest in bicnih law, was 
adopted as a democratic expedient, to break down the custom of jnimo- 
gcniturc, and countciact the tendency of inhciited propeity to collect m 
laige masses I ngicc m thinking these objects eminently dcsiiable; 
but the means used .ire not, 1 think, the most judicious. Weie I fr.iming 
a code of laws accoiding to what seems to me best in itself, without 
regard to existing opinions and sentiments, I should prefer to resliict, 
not what any one might bequeath, but what any one should be y^ei nutted 
to acqu lie, by bequest or inheiitancc Each pci son should have power 
to dispose by will of his vvliolc propeity ; but not to lavish it in CMiriching 
some one individual, bc) ond a cci lam maximum, which should be fixccl 
sufficicnlly high to afifoid the means of conifoi table independence The 
inequalities of ])ropcity which arise from uneiiual industiy, fiiigahly, 
pel severance, talents, and even opportunities, arc insepaiable fiom llie 
principle of private property, and if wc accept the pnniiple, we must bear 
with these conseciuenccs of it but I sec nothing objectionable in fixing a 
limit to what any one may acquire by the mere favour of otliers, w ithoiit any 
excicisc of his faculties, and in rcquiiing that if hedesnesany fiiithcr 
accession of fortune, he shall work foi it, 1 do not conceive tint thcj 
degree of hmitatioi* which this would impose on the light of bequest, 
would be felt as a buithensomc restraint by any testator who cstiin.ited a 
large fortune at i;s true value, that of the pleasuics and advantages that 
can bc purchased with it: on even the most extravagant estimate of 
which. It must bc apparent to every one, tliat the diffcieiice to the happi- 
ness of the possessor between a moderate independence and five times as 
much, is insignificant when weighed against the enjoyment that might bc 
given, and the permanent benefits diffused, by some otlier disposal of the 
four-fifths So long indeed as the opinion piactically picvails, that tb.e 

0 
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best thing which can be done for an object of affection is to heap on him 
to satiety all the external good things of life, there might be little use in 
enacting such a law, even if it were possible to get it passed, since if 
there were the inclination, there would generally be the power of evading 
It. The law would be unavailing unloss the popular sentiment went 
energetically along with it ; which Qudging from the tenacious adherence 
of public opinion in France to the law of rompulsor>^ division) it would 
in some states of society and govcrnincnt be \cry likely to do, however 
much tlic contrary may be the fact m P-ngland and at the picscnt time. 
If the restriction could be made practically eftcctual, the benefit would be 
great. Wealth which could no longer be employed in cniiching a few, 
would cither be devoted to objects of public usefulness, or if bestowed on 
individuals, would be distributed among a larger number. While those 
enormous fortunes which no one needs for any personal purpose but 
ostentation or improper power, would become much less numerous, thcie 
would be a great multiplication of families in easy eircumstanccs, with 
the advantages of leisure, and all the real enjoyments wdiich wealth can 
give, except those of vanity ; a class by whom the services which a nation 
is entitled to expect fiom its leisured classes, cither by their direct exer- 
tions or by the tone they give to the feelings and tastes of the public, 
would be rendered in a much moic beneficial manner than at piescnt. 
A large portion also of the accumulations of successful mdustiy would 
probaljly be devoted to public uses, either by direct bequests to the stale, 
or b> the eiidoivmcnt of institutions , as is already done very largely in 
the United States, wheie the ideas and piactice m the matter of iu- 
hcntance seem to he unusually lational and b(‘ncricial 

§ 5. The next point to be conaidcred is, wlicthcr the reasons on which 
the institution of property rests, aie applicable to all things in which a 
right of exclusive ownership is at present recognised ; and if not, on what 
other grounds the lecognition is defensible. 

The essential principle of propeity being to assure to all persons what 
they have pioduccd by their labour and accumulated by ihcir abstinence, 
this piinciple cannot apply to what is not the produce of labour, the raw 
material of the earth If the land derived its produclne pow'cr wholly 
from natuie, and not at all from industry, or if there w'crc any means of 
discriminating what is deiived fiom each source, it not only would not be 
necessary, but it would be the height of injustice, to let the gift of natiiie 
be engrossed by a few. The use of the land in agriculture must indeed, 

* ‘ Munificent bequests and donations for public ])urpo«^cs, whether chaiitahle or 
educational, form a striking feature in the modern history of the United Stales, and 
especially of New England. Not only is it common fur rich capitalists to leave by 
will a portion of their fortune towards ihe endowment of,national institutions, but 
individuals during their lifetime make magnificent grants of money for the same 
objects. There is here no compulsory law for the equal partition of properly 
among children, as in France, and on the other hand, no custom of entail or primo- 
geniture, as m Iingland, so that the afllucnt feel themselves at libeily to shaie their 
wealth between their kindred and the public ; it being impossible to found a family,, 
and parents haMng frequently the happiness of seeing all their children well pro- 
vided for and independent long before their death. I have seen a list of bequests* 
and donations made during the last thirty years for the benefit of religious, charit- 
able, and 1 lerary inslilptions in the stale of Massachusetts alone, and they 
amounted to no less a sum than six millions of dollars, or moie than a million' 
sterling.’ — fell’s liavch m Am:uia^ \ol. 1 p. 263 
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for the time being, be of necessity exclusive : the same person who has 
ploughed and sown must be permitted to reap : but the land might be 
occupied for one season only, as among the ancient Germans ; or might be 
periodically redivided as population increased : or the state might be the 
univeisal landlord, and the cultivators tenants under it, either on lease or 
at will. 

But though land is not the produce of industry, most of its valuable 
qualities are so. Labour is not^only requisite for using, but almost 
equally so for fashioning, the instrument. Considerable labour is often 
required at the commencement, to clear the land for cultivation. In 
many cases, even when cleared, its productiveness is wholly the effect 
of labour and art The Bedford Level produced little or nothing until 
artificially drained. The bogs of Ireland, until the same thing is done to 
them, can produce little besides fuel One of the bai renest soils m the 
world, composed of the material of the (}oodwm Sands, the J’ays de 
Waes ill Flanders, has been so fertilized by industry, as to have become 
one of the most piodiictive in Europe. Cultivation also requiies buildings 
and fences, which are wholly the produce of labour. The fruits of this 
industry cannot be reaped in a short period. The labour and outlay are 
immediate, the benefit is spread over many years, perhaps (#er all future 
time. A holder will not incur this labour and outlay when his successors 
and not himself will be benefited by it. If he undertakes such improve- 
ments, he must have a long period befoie him m which to profit by them: 
and he cannot continue always to have a long time before him, unless his 
tenure is perpetual ^ 

§ 6. These aie the reasons which form the justification, in an economical 
point of view, of property in land. It is seen, that they are only valid, in 

* * Ce qui donnait k rhomme rintelligencc ct la Constance clans ses iravaux, qui 
lui faisait dinirer lous ses efforts vers un but utile k sa r.ace, c’etait le sentiment dc la 
perpetuite Les terrains les plus fci tiles sont toujours ceux que Ics eaux ont 
deposes le long de leur cours, mais ce sont aussi ceux qu’elles menacent de leurs 
inondations ou qu’elles corrompent par des marecages. Avec la garantie de la 
perpetuite, Thomme entreprit de longs et pdnibles travaux pour donner aux 
marecages un ecoulement, pour dever des digues contra les inondations, pour 
repartir par des canaux d’arrosement des eaux fertilisantes sur les memes champs 
que les memes eaux condaranaient k la stt^rilite. Sous la meme garantie, Thomme, 
ne se contentant plus des fruits annuals de la terre, a dcmele parmi la vegetation 
sauvage les plantes vivaccs, les aibustes, les arbres qui pouvaient lui ctre utiles, il 
les a perfectionnes par la culture, il a change cn quelque sorte leur essence, et il 
les a multiplies. Parmi les fruits, en effet, on en reconnait que des sieclcs de 
culture ont seu^s pu amener k la perfection qu’ils ont atteinte aiijourd’hui, tandis 
que d’autres ont etc importcs des regions les plus lointaines. L’homme en incme 
temps a ouvert la terre jjjsqu'a une grande profondeiir, pur renouveler son sol, et le 
fertdiser par le melange dc ses parties et les impressions de Pair ; il a fixe sur 
les collines la terre cmi s’en echappait, et il a couvert la face eniiere de la cam- 
pagne d’une vegetation partout abondante, et part out utile k la race humaine. 
Parmi ses travaux, il y en a dont il ne recueillera le fruit qu’au bout de dix ou de 
vingi ans ; il y en a d’autres dont ses derniers neveux jouiront encore dans 
plusieurs sieclcs. Tous ont concouru k augmenter la force productive de la nature, 
a donner a la race humaine un revenu infimment plus abundant, un revenu dont 
une portion considerable est consommee par ceux qui n’ont point part k la pro- 
priete terntoria^e, ct qui cependant n’auraient point trouve dc nournfcure sans ce 
partage clii sol qui semble les avoir deshenles.* —Sisnioifli, Etudes sur V Economic 
Poliitquc^ Troisieme Essai, De la Richesse Teriitoriale. 
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so far as the proprietor of land is its improver. Whenever, in any 
country, the pioprietor, generally speaking, ceases to be the improver, 
political economy has nothing to say in defence of landed property, as 
theie cstiblished. In no sound theory of piivate property was it ever 
contemplated that the propiietor of land should be merely a sinecunst 
quartered on it. 

In Great Britain, the landed pioprietor is not iinfrcquently an improver. 
But It cannot be said that it is general^/ so. And in the m.ijoiity of cases 
he grants the liberty of cultivation on such teims, as to prevent improve- 
ments fiom being made by any one else. In the southern parts of the 
island, as there are usually no leases, permanent improvements can 
scarcely be made except by the landlord s capital : accoidingly the South, 
compared with the North of England, and with the Lowlands of Scotland, is 
extremely backward in agricultural improvement. The truth is, that any 
very geneial improvement of land by the landlords is haidly compatible 
with a law or custom of primogeniture. When the land goes wholly to 
the heir, it generally goes to him severed fiom the pecuniary resouiccs 
which would enable him to improve it, the peisonal property being 
absorbed by^hc provision for younger children, and the land itself often 
heavily burthened for the same purpose. There is theicfore but a small 
propoition of landlords who have the means of making expensive improve- 
ments, unless they do it with borrowed money, and by adding to the 
mortgages with which in most cases the land was already burthened 
when they received it. But the position of the owner of a deeply 
mortgaged estate is so piecanous ; economy is so unwelcome to one 
whose apparent foitune greatly exceeds his leal means, and the vicis- 
situdes ot rent and price which only trench upon the margin of his 
income arc so formidable to one who can call little more than that 
margin his own ; that it is no wonder if few landlords find themselves 
in a condition to make immediate saciifices for the sake of future piofit. 
Were they ever so much inclined, those alone can piiidently do it, who 
have seiioLisly studied the principles of scientific agriculture ; and great 
landloids have seldom seiiously studied anything They might at least 
hold out inducements to the farmers to do what they will not or cannot 
do themselves , but even in gianting leases, it is in England a general 
compl.iint that they tie up their tenants by covenants grounded on the 
practices of an obsolete and exploded agriculture ; while most of them, by 
withholding leases altogether, and giving the farmer no guarantee of 
pub'scssion beyond a single haivest, keep the land on a footing little more 
favourable to improvement than in the time of our barbarous ancestors, 

immetata qiubus jugera libcras 
Fruges et Ceierem ferunt, 

Nec cultura placet longior annua. 

Landed property m England is thus veiy far from completely fulfilling 
the conditions which render its existence economically justifiable. But if 
insufficiently realized even m England, in Ireland those conditions are 
not complied with at all. With individual exceptions (some of them very 
honourable ones), the owncis of Irish estates do nothing for the land but 
dram it of its produce. Wh.it has been epigrammalically said in the 
discussions on ‘peculiar, burthens’ is literally true when applied to them ; 
that the greatest ‘ burthen on land ’ is the landlords. Returning nothing 
o the soil, they consume its whole produce, minus the potatoes strictly 
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necessary to keep the inhabitants from dying of famine ; and when they 
have any notion of improvement, it usually consists in not leaving even 
this pittance, but turning out the people to beggary, if not to staivation. 
When landed property has placed itself upon this footing it ceases to 
be defensible, and the time has come foi making some new arrangement 
of the matter. 

When the ‘saciedness of property' is talked of, it should always be 
remembcied, that this sacredness® docs not belong in the same degree 
to landed property. No man made the land. It is the original inheritance 
of the whole species. Public leasons exist for its being appropi latcd. 
}^ut if those leasons lost their force, the thing Avould be unjust. It is no 
hardship to anyone, to be excluded from what others have pioduced. 
I'hey wcie not bound to produce it for his use, and he loses nothing by 
not sharing in what otherwise would not have existed at all. But it is 
some haidship to be born into the world and to find all nature’s gifts 
previously engrossed, and no place left for the new-comer. To reconcile 
people to this, after they have once admitted into their minds the idea 
that any moial rights belong to them as human beings, it will always be 
necessary to convince them that the exclusive appropriation' is good for 
mankind on the whole, themselves included. But this is v hat no sane 
human being could be pcisuaded of, if the relation btiween the land- 
owner and the cultivator w'ere the same everywhere as it is in Ireland. 

Landed property is felt, even by those most tenacious of its rights, to be 
a difieient thing from other property ; and where the bulk of the com- 
munity have been disinherited of their share of it, and it has become the 
exclusive attribute of a small minority, men have generally tried to re- 
concile It, at least in theoiy, to their sense of justice, by endeavouring to 
attach duties to it, and erecting it into a sort of magistracy, either moral 
or legal But if the state is at liberty to tieat the possessors of land as 
public functionaries, it is only going one step further to say, that it is at 
liberty to discard them. 'Ihe claim of the landowners to the land is 
altogether subordinate to the general policy of the state The principle 
of property gives them no light to the land, but only a right to compensa- 
tion for w’hatevcr portion of their interest in the land it may be the policy 
of the state to depiive them of. To that, their claim is indefeasible. It 
is due to landowners, and to owners of any property whatever, recognised 
as such by the state, that they should not be dispossessed of it without 
leceivmg its full pecuniary value, or an annual income equal to what they 
deiivcd from it. '1 his is due on the general principles on which property 
rests. If the land was bought with the produce of the labour and 
abstinence of themselves or their ancestors, compensation is due to them 
on that ground ; event if othciwise, it is still due on the ground of pre- 
scription. Nor can it ever be necessary for accomplishing^ an object by 
which the communUy altogether will gain, that a particular portion of the 
community should be immolated. When the property is of a kind to which 
peculiar affections attach themselves, the compensation ought to exceed a 
iDare pecuniaiy equivalent. But, subject to this proviso, the state is at 
liberty to deal wuth landed property as the general interests of the com- 
munity may require, even to the extent, if it so happen, of doing with the 
w'hole, what is done with a part w'henever a bill is passed for a railroad or 
a new street. I do not pretend that occasions can often ai ise on which so 
drastic a measure would be fit to be taken into serious consideration. But 
even if tins ultimate prerogative of the state should never lequiie to be 
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actually exercised, it ought nevertheless to be asserted, because the prin* 
ciple which permits the greater of two things permits the less, and though 
to do all which the principle would sanction should never be advisable, to 
do much less than all not only may be so, but often is so m a very high 
degree. The community has too much at stake in the proper cultivation 
of the land, and in the conditions annexed to the occupancy of it, to leave 
these things to the discretion of a class of persons called landlords, when 
they have shown themselves unfit for the trust. The legislature, Avhich if 
it pleased might convert the whole body of landlords into fundholders or 
pensioners, might, d fortiori^ commute the average receipts of Irish land- 
owners into a fixed rent charge, and raise the tenants into proprietors ; 
supposing always (without which these acts would be nothing better than 
robbery) that the full market value of the land was tendered to the land- 
lords, in case they preferred that to accepting the conditions proposed. 

There will be another place for discussing the various modes of landed 
property and tenure, and the advantages and inconveniences of each ; in 
this chapter our concern is with the right itself, the grounds which justify 
it, and (as a corollary from those grounds) the conditions by which it 
should be limited. To me it seems almost an axiom that property in land 
should be interpreted strictly, and that the balance in all cases of doubt 
should incline against the proprietor. The reverse is the case with 
property in moveables, and in all things the product of labour . over 
these, the owner’s power both of use and of exclusion should be absolute, 
except where positive evil to society would result from it ; but in the case 
of land, no exclusive right should be permitted in any individual, which 
cannot be shown to be productive of positive good. To be allowed any 
exclusive right at all, over a portion of the common inheiitance, while 
there are others who have no portion, is already a privilege No quantity 
of moveable goods which a person can acquire by his labour, prevents 
others from acquiring the like by the same means ; but from the very 
nature of the case, whoever owns land, keeps it from somebody else. The 
privilege, or monopoly, is only defensible as a necessaiy evil : it becomes 
an injustice when carried to any point to which the compensating good 
does not follow it. 

For instance, the exclusive right to the land for purposes of cultivation 
does not imply an exclusive right to it for purposes of access ; and no 
such right ought to be recognised, except to the extent necessary to 
protect the produce against damage, and the owner’s privacy against in- 
vasion. The pretension of two dukes to shut up a part of the Highlands, 
and exclude the rest of mankind from many square miles of mountain 
scenery to prevent disturbance to wild animals, is an abuse ; it exceeds 
the legitimate bounds of landed property. When land is not intended to 
be cultivated, no good reason can in general be given for its being private 
property at 2ill ; and if any one is permitted to call it his, he ought to 
know that he holds it by sufferance of the community, and on an implied 
condition that his ownership, since it cannot possibly do them any good, 
at least shall not deprive them of any, which they could have derived from 
the land if it had been unappropriated. Even in the case of cultivated 
land, a man whom, though only one among millions, the law permits to 
hold thousands of acres as his single share, is not entitled to think that 
all this is given to him to use and abuse, and deal with as if it concerned 
nobody but himself. ITie rents or profits which he can obtain from it are 
his, and his only ; but with regard to the land, in everything which ho 
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does with It, and in everything which he abstains from doing, he is morally 
bound, and should ^\henever the case admits be legally compelled, to 
make his interest and pleasure consistent with the public good. The species 
at large still retains, of its original claim to the soil of the planet which it 
inhabits, as much as is compatible with the purposes for which it has 
parted with the remainder. 

§ 7. Besides property in the pi^duce of labour, and propeity in land, 
thcie arc other things which arc or ha\c been subjects of propeity^ in 
which no proprietary rights ought to exist at all. But as the cnilized 
world has in general made up its mind on most of these, tlieic is no 
necessity for dwelling on them in this place. At the head of them, is 
pioperly in human being *5. It is almost superfluous to observe, that this 
institution can have no place in any society even pielending to be founded 
on justice, or on fellowship between human creatures. But, iniquitous as 
it is, yet when the state has expicssly legalized it, and human beings, for 
geneiations, ha^e been bought, sold, and inherited under sanction of law', 
it IS another iniquity to abolish the property without full compensation. 
This wrong was avoided by the great measure of justice in 1 833, probably 
the most virtuous act, as well as one of the most practically beneficent, 
ever done collectively by a nation. Other examples of pioperty which 
ougdU not to have been created, aic properties in public trusts ; such as 
judicial offices under the old Fiench regime, and the hei liable jurisdictions 
which, in countries not w’holly emerged fiom feudality, pass with the land. 
Our own country affoids, as cases in jioint, that of a (ommission m the 
arm}, and of an ad\ow'Son, or light of nomination to an ecclesiastical 
benefice A jiiopeily is also sometimes cicatcd in a light of taxing the 
public ; in a monopoly, for instame. or other exclusive piivilegc. 'Jhese 
abuses picvail mest m scmi-baibaious countries ; but aie not without 
example in the most civili/cd. In Fiaiue there aic scveial important 
trades and professions, including notaries, attorneys, brokcis, appraisers, 
printers, e\en bakers and butcheis, of which the numbeis are limited by 
law. The brevet or pi i\ ilcge of one of the pcimitted number consequently 
brings a high price in the market. Thcic is in England a court of justice 
(the Palace Couit at Westminster) in which the number of barristcis per- 
mitted to practise is restricted to four, who buy their places from their 
predccessois. In these various cases, compensation probably could not 
with justice be lefiiscd, on the abolition of the privilege. There are other 
cases in w'hich this would be moie doubtful. Ihe question would tuin 
upon w'hat, in the peculiar circumstances, was sufficient to constitute pie- 
scription ; and w’hether the legal recognition which the abuse had obtained, 
was sufficient to constitute it an institution, or amounted cnly to an occa- 
sional license. It woulil be absuid to claim compensation for losses caused 
by changes in a tariff, a thing confessedly variable from year to year ; or 
for monopolies like* those granted to individuals by Queen Elizabeth, 
favours of a despotic authority, which the power that gave was competent 
at any time to recall. 

So much on the institution of property, a subject of which, for the 
purposes of political economy, it w’as indispensable to treat, but on w’hich 
we could not usefully confine oui selves to economical considerations. 
We have now to inquire on what principles and >j^ith what results the 
distribution of the produce of land and labour is efiected, under the 
relations which this institution creates among the different members of the 
community. 
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CHAPTER III. 

OF THE CLASSES AMONG WHOM THE PRODUCE IS DISTRIRUYEO. 

§ I. Private property bcin^ assumed as a fact, we lia\e next to 
enumerate the diffeient classes of persons to uhom it ri\cs use , nhose 
concurrence, or at least whose permission, is nccessaiy to production, 
and who aic therefore aide to stipulate for a shaic of the piodiirc We 
ha\e to inquire, accoiding- to what laws the pioducc distiibiitcs itself 
among these classes, by the spontaneous action of the intcicsts of those 
concerned after which, a further question will be, what effects arc or 
might be produced by laws, institutions, and mcasuics of go\crnment, in 
supeisedmg or modifying that spontaneous distiibution. 

The three requisites of production, as has been so often repeated, are 
labour, capital, and land . undei standing by capital, the means and 
appliances which are the accumulated results of picMous labour, and by 
land, the materials and instiuments supplied by nature, whether contained 
in the interior of the earth, or constituting ns suiface Since each of 
these elements of production maybe separately appropiiated, the industrial 
community may be considered as di\idcd into landowmers, cajiilalists, and 
productive labouieis Each of these classes, as such, obtains a share of 
the produce : no other person or class obtains anything, except by con- 
cession from them The icmainderof the community is, in fad, suppoitcd 
at their expense, guing, if any equivalent, one consisting of unpiodiutnc 
services These three classes, Ihcrefoie, aic consideicd in political 
economy as making up the whole community. 

§ 2. But although these three sometimes exist as sepaiatc classes, 
dixiding the pioduce among them, they do not necessarily or abvays so 
exist. The fact is so much otheiwisc, that thcic aic only one or iw’o 
communities in which the complete sopaialion of these classes is the 
general rule. England and Scotland, wuth parts of Belgium and Holland, 
are almost the only countries in the world, wheie the land, capital, and 
labour employed in agiicultuie, are gcner.illy the pro])crty of scpaiatc 
owmers The ordinary case is, that the same peison owns either two of 
these requisites, oi all three 

The case in which the same pci son owns all thiec, einbiaccs the tw'o 
extremes of societv, in respect to the indcpi lulcnc c and dignity of the 
labouring class. Fust, w'hen the labourer himstlf is the piopnctor This 
is the commonest case in thf* Northern States of the Amciican Union ; 
one of the commonest m Fiance, Switzerland, the three Scandinavian 
^cingdoms, and parts of Gcr oany ,* and a common case in parts of Italy 

* ‘ The Norwegian return ’ (say the Commissioners 9/ Poor Law Lncjuiiy, to 
whom inior.mation w'as furnished from nearly every country in Europe and America 
by the amba^isadors and consuls there) ‘stales that at the last census in 1825, out 
of a population of 1,051,318 persons, iheie were 59,464 fieelVoldcrs. Ashy 59,464 
freeholders must he meant 59464 heads of families, or ahoiil 300,000 indiMdinls ; 
the freeholdeis must form more tlian a fourth of the whole jiojjiilation. Mr. Mac- 
gregor states that in Denmark (by whicli Zealand and the adjoining islands are 
probably meant) out of a population of 926,110, the number of landed proprietors 
and farmers is 415,110, or nearly one-half. In Sleswick Holstein, out of a popu- 
lation of 604,085, it IS 19^,017, or about one-third. The proportion of proprietors 
and farmers to the whole population is not given in Sweden ; but the Stockholm 
return estimates the average quantity of land annexed to a lalunirer’s habitation at 
from one to five acres; and though the Gottenburg return gi\cs a lower cdimatc, 



i69 


. CLi4S55Sj WHO DIVIDE THE PRODUCE. 

and in Belgium. In all these countries there are, no doubt, large landed 
properties, and a still greater number which, without being large, rcquiie 
the occasional or constant aid of hired labourers. Much, however, of the 
land IS owned in portions too small to require any other labour than that 
of the peasant and his family, or fully to occupy even that. The capital 
employed is not always that of the peasant propiietor, many of these 
small properties being mortgaged to obtain the means of cultivating ; 
but the Gipital is invested at his risk, and though he pays interest 
for It, It gives to no one any fight of interference, except peihaps 
eventually to take possession of the land, if the interest ceases to be 
paid. 

The other case in which the land, labour, and capital, belong to the 
same peison, is the case of slave countries, in which the labouiers them- 
selves aie owned by the landowner. Our West India colonics before 
emancipation, and the sugar colonies of the nations by whom a similar 
act of justice is still unperformed, arc examples of large establishments 
for agricultuial and manufacturing labour (the production of sugar and 
rum is a combination of both) in which the land, the factories (if they 
may be so called), the machinery, and the degiaded labourers, are 
all the property of a capitalist. In this case, as well as in its extreme 
opposite, the case of the peasant proprietor, there is no division of the 
pioducc. 

§ 3 When the thice requisites are not all owmed by the same person, it 
often happens that two of them are so. Sometimes the same person owns 
the capital and the land, but not the labour The landloid makes his 
engagement diiectly with the labourer, and supplies the stock necessary 
for cultivation. This system is the usual one in those parts of Continental 
Europe ui which the labourers arc neither seifs on the one hand, nor 
proprietors on the other It was the common system in France before the 
Revolution, and is still much practised in some parts of that country, 
when the Lind is not the propcity of the cultivator. It pi ev ails generally 
in the level districts of Italy, except those purely pastor.il, such as the 
Maiemma of Tuscany and the Campagna of Rome On this system the 
division of the produce is between two classes, the landowner and the 
laboui er. 

In other cases again the laliourer does not own the land, but owns the 
little slock employed upon it, the landlord not being in the habit of supply- 
ing any. This system generally prevails m Ireland It is nearly universal 
in India, and in most countries of the East, whether the government 
retains, as it generally does, the ownership of the soil, or allows portions 
to become, either absolutely or in a qualified sense, the piopcrty of 
individuals. In India, how’cver, things aic so far better than in IicUnd, 
that the owner of land is in the habit of making advances to the cultn ators, 
if they cannot cultiv ate without them. P'or these advances the native 

it adds, that the peasants possess much of the land. In Wurtembeig w^e are told 
that mojc than tw’O-thiids of the labouring population are the proprietors of their 
own habitations, and that almost all own at least a garden of from three-quarters 
of an acre to an acre and a half.* In some of these statements, proprietors and 
farmers are not di-jcriminated ; hut ‘ all the returns concur in slating the number of 
day-labourers to he very small .* — {^Preface to foreign Communications^ p. xxxviii.) 
As the general status of the labouring people, the condflion qf a workman for hir? 
is almost peculiar ;o Gr^at Britain. 
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landed proprietor usually demands high interest but the principal land- 
owner, the government, makes them gratuitously, recovering the advance 
after the harvest, together with the rent. The produce is here divided as 
before, between the same two classes, the landowner and the labourer. 

These are the principal vaiiations in the classification of those among 
whom the produce of agricultuial labour is distributed. In the case of 
manufacturing industry there never are moie than two classes, the 
labourers and the capitalists. The original artisans in all countries were 
either slaves or the women of the family. In the manufacturing establish- 
ments of the ancients, whether on a large or on a small scale, the 
labourers were the property of the capitalist. If any manual labour was 
thought compatible with the dignity of a freeman it was only agricultural 
labour. The converse system, in which the capital was owned by the 
labourer, was coeval with free labour, and under it the first great advances 
of manufacturing industry were achieved The artisan owmed the loom 
or the few tools he used, and w^orked on his own account ; or at least 
ended by doing so, though he usually worked for another, first as 
apprentice and next as journeyman, for a certain number of years befoie 
he could be admitted a master. But the ^fafirs of a peimancnt journey- 
man, all his life a hired labourer and nothing more, had no place in the 
crafts and guilds of- the middle ages In country villages, w’here a 
carpenter or a blacksmith cannot live and support hired labourers on the 
returns of his business, he is even now his own workman ; and shop- 
keepers in similar circumstances aie their own shopmen, or shopwomen. 
But wherever the evtent of the maiket admits of it, the distinction is now 
fully established between the class of capitahsls, or employers of labour, 
and the class of labouicis; the capitalists, in general, rontiibuting no 
other labour than that of direction and supenntcndencc. 


CHAPTER IV. 

OF COxMPLiniON, AND CUSTOM. 

§ I. Under the rule of individual property, the division of the produce 
is the result of two determining agencies : Competition and Custom. It 
is important to ascertain the amount of influence which belongs to each 
of these causes, and in what manner the operation of one is modified by 
the other. 

Political economists generally, and English political economists above 
others, are accustomed to lay almost exclusive stress upon the first of 
these agencies ; to exaggerate the effect of competition, and take into 
little account the other and conflicting principle. They are apt to express 
themselves as if they thought that competition actually does, in all cases, 
whatever it can be shown to be the tendency of competition to do This 
is partly intelligible, if we consider that only ihiough the principle of 
competition has political economy any pi ctcnsion to the character of a 
science. So far as rents, profits, wxages, prices are determined by compe- 
tition, laws may be assigned for them. Assume competition to be their 
exclusive regulator, and principles of bioad generality and scientific 
precision maybe laid down, according to which they will be legulated. 
The political economistjustly deems this his proper business ; and as an 
abstract or hypotheticaf science, political economy cannot be required to 
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do anything more. But it would be a great misconception of the actual 
course of human affairs, to suppose that competition e\ercises in fact this 
unlimited sway. I am not speaking of monopolies, either natural or 
arlificial, or of any interferences of authority with the liberty of production 
or exi hange. Such disturbing causes have always been allowed for by 
political economists. I speak of cases in which there is nothing to lestram 
competition ; no hindrance to it either in the nature of the case or in 
artificial obstacles ; yet in whichrfhe result is not determined by compe- 
tition, but by custom or usage ; competition either not taking place at all, 
or producing its effect in quite a different manner from that which is 
ordinarily assumed to be natural to it. 

§ 2. Competition, in fact, has only become in any considerable degree 
the governing principle of contracts, at a comparatively modern period. 
The farther we look back into history the more we see all transactions 
and engagements under the influence of fixed customs. The reason is 
evident. Custom is the most powerful protector of the weak against the 
strong ; their sole protector wheie there are no laws or government 
adequate to the purpose. Custom is a baiTicr which, even in the most 
oppressed condition of mankind, tyranny is forced in some degree to 
respect. To the industrious population, in a turbulent military com- 
munity, ficedom of competition is a vain phrase ; they are never in a 
condition to make terms for themselves by it . there is always a master 
who throws his sword into the scale, and the terms are such as he imposes. 
But though the law of the strongest decides, it is not the interest nor in 
general the practice of the strongest to strain that law to the utmost, and 
every relaxation of it has a tendency to become a custom, and every 
custom to become a light. Rights thus originating, and not competition 
in any shape, determine, in a rude state of society, the share of the produce 
enjoyed by those w'ho pioduce it. The relations, more especially, between 
the landowner and the cultivator, and the payments made by the latter to 
the former, are, in all states of society but the most modern, determined 
by the usage of the country. Never until late times have the conditions 
of the occupancy of land been (as a general rule) an affair of competition. 
The occupier for the time has very commonly been considered to have a 
right to retain his holding, while he fulfils the customary requirements ; 
and has thus become, in a certain sense, a co-proprietor of the soil. Even 
wheie the holder has not acquired this fixity of tenure, the terms of occu- 
pation have often been fixed and invariable. 

In India, for example, and other Asiatic communities similarly consti- 
tuted, the ryots, or peasant-farmers, are not regarded as tenants at wmII, 
or even as tenants by virtue of a lease. In most villages there aie indeed 
some ryots on this piccarious footing, consisting of those, or the descen- 
dants of those, who hTive settled in the place at a known and compaiatively 
recent period : but all w'ho are looked upon as descendants or representa- 
tives of the origiiiTil inhabitants, are thought entitled to retain their land, 
as long as they pay the customary rents. What these customary rents 
aie, or ought to be, has indeed, in most cases, become a matter of 
obscurity ; usurpation, tyranny, and foieign conquest having to a great 
degree obliterated the evidences of them. But when an old and purely 
Hindoo piincipality falls under the dominion of the British Government, 
or the management of its officers, and when tli^ details of the revenue 
system come to be inquired into, it is often found that although the 
demands of tlie great landholder, the state, have been swelled by fiscal 
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rapacity until all limit is practically lost sight of, it has yet been thought 
necessary to have a distinct name and a separate pretext for each increase 
of exaction ; so that the demand has sometimes come to consist of thirty 
or forty different items, in addition to the nominal rent This circuitous 
mode of increasing the payments assuredly would not have been resorted 
to, if there had been an acknowledged right in the landlord to mciease 
the rent. Its adoption is a proof that there was once an effective limita- 
tion, a leal customary rent , and that the understood light of the ryot to 
the land, so long as he paid rent according to custom, was at some lime 
or other more than nominal.* The British Government of India always 
simplifies the tenure by consolidating the various assessments into one, 
thus making the rent nominally as well as really an arbitrary thing, or at 
least a matter of specific agiecment . but it sciiipiilously respects the light 
of the ryot to the land, though it seldom leaves him much more than a 
bare subsistence. 

In modern Europe the cultivators have gradually emerged from a state 
of personal slavery. The barbarian conqueiors of the Wcstein cmpiie 
found that the easiest mode of managing their conquests would be to 
leave the land in the hands in which they found it, and to save themselves 
a labour so uncongenial as the superintendence of tioops of slaves, by 
allowing the slaves to ictain in a certain degree the control of their own 
actions, under an obligation to furnish the lord with piovisions and labour. 
A common expedient w'as to assign to the seif, for his exclusive use, as 
much land as was thought sufficient for his support, and to make him 
work on the other lands of his lord whenever required. By degrees these 
indefinite obligations were transformed into a definite one, of supplying a 
fixed quantity of provisions or a fixed quantity of labour, and as the 
lords, m time, became inclined to employ their income m the purchase of 
luxuries rather than m the maintenance of retainers, the payments in 
kind were commuted for payments in money. Each concession, at first 
voluntary, and revocable at pleasure, giadually acquiied the force of 
custom, and w'as at last recognised and enforced by the tribunals. In 
this manner the serfs progressively rose into a free tenantry, who held 
their land in perpetuity on fixed conditions. The conditions were some- 
times very onerous, and the people very miserable. But their obligations 
were determined by the usage or law of the country, and not by com- 
petition. 

Where the cultivators had never been, stiictly speaking, in personal 
bondage, or after they had ceased to be so, the exigencies of a poor and 
little advanced society gave rise to another anangcmenl, which in some 
parts of Europe, even highly improved parts, has been found sufficiently 
advantageous to be continued to the present day. I speak of the metayer 
system. Under this, the land is divided, in small., farms, among single 
families, the landlord generally supplying the stock which the agricul- 
tural system of the country is considered to require,, and receiving-, in 
lieu of rent and profit, a fixed proportion of the produce This propor- 
tion, which is generally paid m kind, is usually (as is implied in the 
words viHayer^ mezzatuolo^ and medietai tus) one-half. There ai c places, 

* The ancient law* books of the Hindoos mention in some cases one-sixth, in 
others one-fourth of the produce, as a proper rent ; but there is no evidence that 
the rules laid down in tb^se books were, at any period of history, really acted 
upon. 
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however, such as the rich volcanic soil of the pro\ince of Naples, >\heie 
the landlord takes iwo-tlnids, and yet the cultivator by means of an 
excellent agnculture contrives to Ine. But whether the piojioition is 
two-thirds or one half, it is a fixed propoiiion ; not \ariable iiom faim to 
faim, or fiom tenant to tenant. The custom of the countiy is the univci- 
sal uilc ; nobody thinks of raising or loweiing lents, or of lettmg laiul on 
other than the customary conditions. Competition, as a legiilalor of lent, 
has no existence. 

4$ 3 . Tiices, w'hene\ er there waf no monopoly, came eailicr under the 
influence of competition, and are much more univei sally subject to it, 
than rents : but that influence is by no means, even in the piescnt state 
of intense competition, so absolute as is sometimes assumed Thcie is 
no proposition which meets us in the field of political economy oftener 
than this— that there cannot be two puces m the same mat kct. Such 
undoubtedly is the natural effect of unimpeded competition ; yet e\eiy 
one knotvs that there are, very often, two prices in the same market. 
Not only are there in every large town, and in almost e\ciy tiade, cheap 
shops and dear shops, but the same shop often sells the same aiticle at 
diffeicnt puces to difteient customeis and, as a geueial rule, each 
letailer adapts his scale of prices to the class of customeis whom he 
expects The wholescde tiade, in the great articles of commcice, is ically 
iindei the dominion of competition dherc, the buyeis as well as sellers 
aie traders or manufacturers, and their puichases aie not influenced by 
indolence or \ulgar finery, but are business tiansactions In the whole- 
sale maikets therefore it is true as a gcneial pioiiosition, tliat thcic are 
not tw'O prices at one time for the same thing • theie is at each time and 
place a market price, which can be quoted m a price-cuiicnt. I’ut retail 
price, the price paid by the actual consumer, seems to feel vciy slowly 
and imperfectly the cftect of competition ; and wdien compr^tition does 
exist, It often, instead of lowering puces, merely divides the gams of the 
high pike among a greater number of dccdcrs. Hence it is that, of the 
puce paid by the consumer, so large a proportion is absoibcd by the 
gams of retailers; and any one who inqunes into the amount which 
leaches the hands of those who made the things he buys, w'lll often be 
astonished at its smallness When, indeed, the market, being that of a 
great city, holds out a sufficient inducement to Jaigc capital sts to engage 
in retail operations, it is generally found a better speculation to attiact a 
huge business by underselling otheis, than merely to divide the field of 
employment with them. This influence of competition is making itself 
felt moie and moie through the principal blanches of ictail Hade in the 
large towns; and the rapidity and cheapness of transpoit, by making 
consumers less dependent on the dealcis in their immediate neighbour- 
hood, arc tending m assimilate more and inoie the whole conr.tiy to a 
large town • but hiUicrlo it is only in tlic gieat centres of business that 
retail transacuoi^ have been chiefly, or e\cn much, delci mined, by com- 
petition. Elsewhere it rather acts, w'hen it acts at all, as an occasional 
distuibmg influence ; the habitual icgiilator is custom, modiflcd from 
time to time by notions existing m the minds of purchaseis and sellers, of 
some kind c^f equity or justice. 

In many trades the tenns on which business is done aie a matter of 
positive arrangement among the trade, who use the means they always 
possess of making the situation of any member gof the body w'lio departs 
from Its fixed customs, inconvenient or disagreeable. It la well known 
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that the boolvS»elling trade is one of these, and tluat notwithstanding the 
active spnit of ii\ah'y in the tiadc, competition does not produce its 
natural effect in bi caking down the tude lules. All professional remuner- 
ation IS icgukUed by custom, llic fees of physKians, suigeons, and 
barristeis, the charges of attorneys, are nearly invariable. Not certainly 
for want of abundant competition m those professions, but because the 
competition operates by diminishing each competitor’s chance of fees, 
not by lowering the fees themselves. „ 

Since custom stands its ground against competition to so considciable 
an extent, even where, from the multitude of competitors and the general 
energy in the pursiit of gain, the spiiit of competition is stiongcst, we 
may be sure that this is much moie the case where people are content 
with smaller gams, and estimate their pecuniary mteiest at a lower rate 
when balanced against their ease or their pleasure. I believe it will often 
be found, in Continental Europe, that prices and charges, of some or of 
all soits, aie much higher in some places than in others not far distant, 
without Its being possible to assign any other cause than that it has 
always been so . the customers arc used to it, and acquiesce in it. An 
entei prising competitor, with sufficient capital, might force down the 
charges, and make his fortune during the process ; but there are no 
enterprising competitors ; those who have capital piefer to lca\c it where 
it is, or to make less piofit by it in a more cjuiet way. 

These observations must be leccived as a general correction, to be 
applied wlienever relevant, whether expressly mentioned or not, to the 
conclusions contained m the subsequent poi lions of this ticatise Our 
reasonings must, in general, proceed as if the known and natural effects 
of competition were actually produced by it, m all cases in w'hicli it is not 
restrained by some positive obstacle. Whcic competition, though fiee 
to exist, docs not exist, or w'here it exists but has its natural consequences 
overruled by any other agency, the conclusions will fail more or less of 
being applicable. To escape error, we ought, in applying the conclusions 
of political economy to the actual affaiis of life, to considci not only what 
will happen supposing the maximum of competition, but how far the 
result will be affected if competition falls short of the maximum. 

The states of economical relation which stand fust in ordei, to be dis- 
cussed and appieciated, aie those m which competition has no part, the 
arbiter of transactions being either brute foicc or established usage. 
These will be the subject of the next four chapters. 


CHAPTER V. 

OF SLAVERV. 

§ I. Among the fomis which society assumes unde* the influence of 
the institution of property, there are, as I have already remarked, two, 
otherwise of a w'ldcly dissimilar character, but resembling in this, that the 
ovvneiship of the land, the labour, and the capital, is in the same hands. 
One of these cases is that of slavery, the other is that of peasant 
proprietors. In the one, the landowner owns the labour, in the other the 
labourer owns the land. We begin with the flist 

In this system all the produce belongs to the landlord. The food and 
other necessaries of his labourers are part of his expenses. The labourers 
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possess nothing but what he thinks fit to give them, and until he thinks 
fit to take it back ; and they work as hard as he chooses, or is able, to 
compel them. Their wretchedness is only limited by his humanity, or 
his ‘enlightened sclf-mtcicst.’ With the first consideration, we have on 
the piesent occasion nothinj^ to do. What the second m so detestable a 
constitution of society may dictate, depends on the facilities for importing 
ficsh slaves If full-grow n able-bodied sla\ es can be procured in sufficient 
niimbcis, and imported at a moderate expense, enlightened sclf-mtciest 
will lecommcnd working the si Acs to death, and leplacing them by 
impoitation, in prefeiencc to the slow and expensive process of breeding 
them. Nor aie the slave-owners generally backwaid in learning this 
lesson. It i5 notorious that such w^as the practice in our own slave 
colonics, while the slave trade was legal ; and it is said to be so still in 
Cuba, and in those States of the American Union which receive a legular 
supply of negroes from other States. 

When, as among the ancients, the slave-market could only be supplied 
by captives either taken m war, or kidnapped from thinly-scatteied 
lubes on the remote confines of the known woild, it was genei.illy more 
profitable to keep up the number by breeding, which necessitates a far 
better Ucatnient of them ; and for this reason, joined with sevcial othcis, 
the condition of slaves, notwithstanding occasional enormities, was 
probably miuh less bad m the ancient w’Oild, than in the colonics of 
model 11 nations 7 he Helots are usually cited as the type of the most 
hideous form of pcibv)nal slavery, but wath how^ little Iriuh, appears from 
the fact that they w'eie regularly armed (thobgh not with the panoply of 
the hopliic) and formed an integral prut of the mihtaiy stiength of the 
state. They weic doubtless an mfenor and dcgiaded caslc, but their 
slavery seems to have been one of the least onerous varieties of serfdom. 
Slavery appeals in far moie frightful colours among the Romans, during 
the penod m which the Roman aiistociacy was gorging itself w'lth the 
pluiidci of a new 1 ) -conquered world The Romans wcie a ciuel people, 
and the worthless nobles sported with the lives of their myiiads of slaves 
with the same iccklcss prodigality with which they squanclered any other 
pari of their ill acquiiod jiosscssions. Vet, slavery is du’cstecl of one of 
Its woist fcatuies when it is compatible with hope : cufianchiscincnt was 
easy and common ; cnfianclused slav es obtained at once the full rights of 
citizens, and instances were frequent of their acquiring not only riches, 
but latleily even lionouis. By the progress of milder legislation under 
the Empeiois, much of the protection of law was thrown loimd the slave, 
he became capable of possessing property, and the evil altogether assumed 
a considerably gentler aspect. 

Until, however, slavciy assumes the mitigated form of villenage, in 
which not only the ^av^e has property and legal lights, but his obligations 
aie more or less limited by usage, and he partly labouis foi his own 
Ijcnefit, his comktion is seldom siicli as to produce a rapid growth of 
population. Tins cannot be from physical privation, for no slave-labourers 
are worse fed, clothed, or lodged, than the ficc peasantry of Ireland. 
The cause usually assigned, is the great dispiopoition of llio sexes which 
almost always exists where slaves are not bred but imported * this cannot, 
however, be the sole cause, as the negro population of our West India 
colonies contmued nearly stationary, after the slave trade to those colonies 
was suppressed. Whatever be the causes, a sla*e-population is seldom a 
rapidly increasing one. Slave countries, unless of very small extent or 
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limited natural resources, are generally underpeopled in proportion lo 
their cultivable land. The Labour of the slaves, therefore, under any 
tolerable management, produces much more than is sufficient for their 
support; especially as the great amount of superintendence v\ Inch their 
labour requiics, picventing the dispersion of the population, ensures 
some of the advantages of combined labour Hence, in a good soil and 
climate, and with rc<isonable care of his own interests, the ownci of many 
slaves lias the means of being rich. 

§ 2 'I lie intlucnce, however, of such a state of society on production, is 
perfectly well iindci stood It is a tiuism to assert, that labour c\toitcd 
by fear of p'lnishincnt is inefficient *and unproductive It is tiue that in 
some circumstances, human beings can be driven by the lash to attempt, 
and even lo accomjilish, things which they would not have undertaken 
for any payment which it could have been woith while to an employer to 
offer them And it is likely that productive operations which require 
much comlnnation of labour, the production of sugar for example, would 
not have taken place so soon in the American colonies, if slavery had not 
existed to keep masses of labour together. Theie are also savage tribes 
so aveise to legular industry, that industiial life is scarcely able to 
intioduce itself among them until they are either conquered and made 
slaves of, or become conquciors and make others so. But after allowing 
the full value of these consideiations, it remains ccitain that slavery is 
incompatible with any high state of the arts of life, and any real efficiency 
of labour For all products which require much skill, slave countries are 
always dependent on foreigners Hopeless sl.ivcry effectually bnitifics 
the intellect ; and intelligence in the slaves, though often encouiaged in 
the ancient woild and in the East, is in a more advanced state of society 
a source of so much danger and an object of so much dread to the 
masters, that m some coiiiitncs it is a highly penal offence to teach a 
slave to lead All pioces^es carried on by slave labour are conducted m 
the rudest and most unimproved manner And even the animal stiengih 
of tlie slave is, on an average, not half exerted Tlic mildest foim of 
slavciy is ccit<iinl> the condition of the serf, who is attached to the soil, 
supports himselt liom his allotment, and vvoiks a ccilain number of days 
in the week for his lord. Yet there is but one opinion on the extreme in- 
efficiency of seif laboiii The following passage is fiom Professor Jones,* 
whose Essay on the Distiibution of Wealth (or rather on Rent), is a 
copious icpertory of valuable facts cn the landed tenures of different 
countiics 

‘ The Russian?, or rather those German writers who have observed the 
manners and habits of Russia, state some strong facts on this point. Two 
Middlesex nioweis, they say, will mow 111 a day as much grass as six 
Russian serfs, and in spite of the dearness of piovisions m England and 
their chcdpness in Russia, the mowing a quantity of hay which would 
cost an Pmglisli farmer half a copeck, will cost a Russiah proprietor three 
or four copecks f The Prussian counsellor of state, Jacob, is considered 
to have proved that in Russia, where everything is cheap, the labour of a 
serf is doubly as expensive as that of a labourer in England M Schmalz 
gives a staitiing account of the unproductiveness cf seif labour in Prussia, 

* on the Disirihuiton of Wealth and on the Sources of Taxation, By the 
Rev. Richard Jones. Page<!5o 

t ‘ SchmaU, Eccnomie Politique^ French translation, vol, i. p. 66,* 
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from his own knowledge and observation.* In Austria, it is distinctly 
stated, that the labour of a serf is equal to only one-third of that of a fiee 
hired labourer. This calculation, made in an able work on agriculture 
(with some extracts fiom which I have been favoured), is applied to the 
practical purpose of deciding on the number of labourcis necessary to 
cultivate an estate of a given magnitude. So palpable, indeed, aie the ill 
effects of labour rents on the industry of the agricultural population, thrt 
in Austria itself, wheie proposals f(j* changes of any kind do not readily 
make their way, schemes and plans for the commutation of labour lents 
are as popular as m the more stilling Geiman pio\inces of the Noith.’ 

What IS wanting in the quality of the labour itself, is not made up by 
any excellence ui the direction and siipeiintcndeiice. As the same 
waiter t remarks, the landed proprietors ‘are nccessaiily, in then 
character of cultivatois of their own domains, the only guides and 
directors of the industry of the agricultural population,’ since there can 
be no intermediate class of capitalist fanneis w'here the labourers are the 
piopeity of the lord. Great landowners are everywhere an idle class, or, 
if they labour at all, addict themsehes only to the more exciting kinds of 
exertion ; that lion’s share which superiors ahvays reserve for themselves. 

‘ It would,’ as Mr. Jones observes, ‘ be hopeless and irrational to expect 
that a race of noble proprietors, fenced lound with piivileges and dignity, 
and attracted to military and political puisuits by the advantages and 
habits of their station, should ever become attentive cultivators as a body.’ 
P-ven in England, if the cultivation of eveiy estate depended upon its 
propiictor, anyone can judge what would be the result. There would be 
a few Ciises of gieat science and energy, and numerous individual instances 
of moderate success, but the geneial state of agricultuie would be 
contemptible. 

§ 3 Whether the propiietors themselves would lose by the emanci- 
pation of their slaves, is a different question from the compaiative 
effectiveness of free and slave labour to the community. There has been* 
much discussion of this question as an abstiact thesis , as if it could 
possibly admit of any universal solution. Whether slaveiy or fiee labour 
is most profnable to the employer, depends on the wages of the fiee 
labourer. These, again, depend on the numbers of the labouiing popu- 
lation, compared with the capital and the land. Hired labour is generally 
so much more efficient than slave labour, that the employer can pay a 
considerably gi eater value in wages, than the maintenance of his slaves 
cost him befoie, and yet be a gainer by the change : but he cannot do 
this without limit. The decline of serfdom in Europe, and its extinction 
in the Western nations, was doubtless hastened by the changes which the 
-growth of population must have made in the pecuniary interests of the 
master. As population pressed harder upon the land, without any 
improvement in agiiculluie, the maintenance of the serfs necessarily 
became more costl/, and their labour less valuable With the rate of 
wages such as it is m 1 1 eland, or in England (where, in propoition to its 
efficiency, labour is quite as cheap as in Ireland), no one can for a moment 
imagine that slavery could be profitable. If the Irish peasantry were 
slaves, their masters would be as willing, as their landlords now aie, to 
pay large sums merely to get rid of them. In the rich and underpeopled 
soil of the West India islands, theie is just as little doubt that the balance 

* ‘Yol. ii. p. 107.’ t Jones, pp. 53, 54, 
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of profits between free and sla\'e labour was greatly on the side of 
slavery, and that the compensation granted to the slave -owners for its 
abolition was not more, but in all probability less, than an equivalent for 
their loss. 

More needs not be said here on a cause so completely judged and 
decided as that of slavery. It will be curious to see how long the other 
nations possessing slave colonies will be content to remain behind 
England in a matter of such concernment both to justice, which decidedly 
is not at present a fashionable viitue,*and to philanthiopy, which ceitainly 
is so.* Europe is far more inexcusable than Amciica in tolerating an 
enormity, of which she could rid herself with so much gi eater ease. I 
speak of negro-slavery, not of the servage of the Slavonic nations, who 
have not yet advanced beyond a state of civilization corresponding to the 
age of villenage in Western Europe, and can only be expected to emerge 
from it in the same gradual manner, however much accelerated by the 
salutary influence of the ideas of more advanced countries. 


CHAPTER VI. 

ON PEASANT PROPRIETORS. 

§ I. In the rt5gime of peasant properties, as in that of slaver>^, the 
whole produce belongs to a single owner, and the distinction of rent, 
profits, and wages, does not exist In all other respects, the two states 
of society are the extreme opposites of each other. The one is the 
state of greatest oppression and degradation to the labouring class. Tlie 
other is that in which they are the most uncontrolled arbiters of their 
own lot. 

The advantage, however, of small propei ties in land, is one of the most 
^disputed questions in the lange of political economy. On the Continent, 
though there arc some dissentients from the prevailing opinion, the 
benefit ot having a nuineious piopiielaiy population exists m the minds 
of most people m the foim of an axiom. Put English authorities are 
either unaware of the judgment of Continental agriculturists, or are 
content to put it aside, on the plea of tbcir having no expcucnce of large 

E roperties m favourable circumstances : the advantage of large properties 
eing only felt where there are also large fanns ; and as this, m arable 
districts, implies a greater accumulation of capital than usually exists on 
the Continent, the great Continental estates, except in the case of graring 
farms, are mostly let out for cultivation in small portions. There is some 
truth in this ; but the argument admits of being retorted ; for if the 
Continent knows little, by experience, of cultivaliqn on a large scale and* 
by laige capital, the geneiality of English writcis are no better acquainted 
practically with peasant propnctois, and have almc^t always the most 
erroneous ideas of their social condition and mode of life. Yet the old 
traditions even of England are on the same side With the general opinion 
of the Continent. The ‘yeomanry’ who were vaunted as the glory of 

* Denmark has the honour of being the first Conlincnl.il nation which followed 
the example of England ; and the emancipation of the slaves was one of the earliest 
acts of the Trench ProMsional Government. Still more recently, the progiess of 
the American mind towafds a determination to rid itself of this odious stain hat 
been manifested by very gratifying symptoms, 
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England while they existed, and have been so much mourned over since 
they disappeared, were either small proprietors or small faimers, and if 
they were mostly the last, the character they boie for sturdy indc- 
pciulcnrc is the more noticeable. Thcie is a part of England, unfortu- 
nately a very small part, where peasant propiietois aie still common ; for 
such are the ‘ statesmen ’ of Cumberland and Westmoreland, though they 
pay, I believe, generally if not universally, certain customary dues, 
which, being fixed, no more affect tljeir character of proprietors than the 
land-tax does. There is but one voice, among those acquainted with the 
country, on the admirable effects of this tenure of land in those counties. 
No other agiicultural population in England could have furnished the 
originals of Wordsworth’s peasantry.* 

The general system, however, of English cultivation, affording no ex- 
perience to render the natuie and operation of peasant properties familiar, 
and Englishmen being in general profoundly ignorant of the agricultural 
economy of other countries, the veiy idea of peasant proprietors is strange 
to the English mind, and docs not easily find access to it. Even the 
forms of language stand in the way : the familiar designation for owneis 
of land being ‘ landlords,’ a term to which ‘tenants’ is always understood 
as ta correlative When, very recently, the suggestion of peasant pro- 
perties as a means of Irish improvement found its way into parliamentary 
and newspaper discussions, there were writers of pretension to whom the 
word ‘ proprietor ’ was so far from conveying any distinct idea, that they 
mistook the small holdings of Irish cottier tenants for peasant properties. 
The subject being so little understood, I think it important, before enter- 
ing into the ihcoiy of it, to do something towards showing how the case 
stands as to matter of fact ; by exhibiting, at gi eater length than would 
otherwise be admissible, some of the testimony \vhich exists respecting 
the state of cultivation, and the comfoit and happiness of the cultivators, 
in those countiies and parts of countries, in which the greater part of the 

• 

* In Mr. Wordsworth’s little descriptive work on the scenery of the Lakes, he 
speaks of the upper part of the dales as having been for centuries ‘a perfect re- 
public of shepherds and ngncultunsts, proprietors, for the most part, of the lands 
which they occupied and cultivated. The plough of each man was confined to the 
maintenance of his own family, or to the occasional accommodation of his neigh- 
bour. Tw'o or three cows furnished each family with milk and cheese. The chapel 
was the only edifice that presided over these dwellings, the supreme head of this 
pure commonwealth ; the members of which existed in the midst of a powerful 
empne, like an ideal society, or an organized community, whose constitution had 
been imposed and regulated by the mountains wbich protected it. Neither high- 
ton nobleman, knight, nor c^quiie w'as here ; but many of these humble sons of 
the hills had a consciousness that the land xvhich they walked over and tilled had 
for more than five hundred years been possessed by men of their name and blood. 

. . . Corn w^as grown in these vales sufficient upon each estate to fuinish bread for 
each family, no more.* The storms and moisture of the climate induced them to 
.sprinkle their upland property with outhouses of native stone, as places of shelter 
mr their sheep, where, nn tempestuous weather, food was disliibuted to them. 
Every family spun from its own flock the wool with w’hich it was clothed; a 
weaver was here and there found among them, and the rest of their wants w'as sup- 
plied by the produce of the yarn, which they carded and spun in their own houses, 
and carried to market either under their arms, or more frcf|uently on packhorses, a 
small tram taking their way weekly down the valley, or oyer the mountains, to the 
nmst commodious town.* — A Description of the Scenery ojf the La^e^ %n the Notik 
9/ England^ 3rd edit. pp. 50 to 53 and 63 to 65, 
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land has neither landlord nor farmer, other than the labourer who tills the 
soil. 

§ 2. I lay no stress on the condition of North America, where, as is 
well known, the land, wheiever free from the curse of sla\cry, is almost 
universally owned by the same person who holds the plough. A country 
combining the natural fertility of America with the knowledge and arts of 
modern Europe, is so peculiaily circumstanced, that scaicely anything, 
except insecurity of property or a tyiannical governmert, could materially 
impair the piosperity of the industru^s classes 1 might, with Sismondi, 
insist more strongly on the case of ancient Italy, espec ally Latium, that 
Campagna which then swarmed with inhabitants in the veiy regions 
which under a contraiy regime have become uninhabitatle from malaria. 
But I prefer taking the evidence of the same wiitcr on things known to him 
by personal observation. 

‘C’cst surtoiit la Suisse,* sa\s M. de Sismondi, ‘qu’il faut parcourir, 
qu’il fiut dtudier, pourjuger du bonheur des paysans propiuHaires. C’est 
la Suisse qu’il faut appicndrc connaitie pour se convaincre que I’agri- 
culture pratiqude par ceuvli memc qui en recueillent les fruits sufifit pour 
procurer une grande aisance une population tr^s nombieuse ; une 
grande inddpcndance de caractere, fruit de 1 independance des situations ; 
un grand commerce de consommation, consequence du bien-ctre de tous 
les habitans, meme dans un pays dont le chmat cst rude, dont le sol est 
mddiocrement fertile, et ou les gclces tardives et I’lnconstance des saisons 
detruisent souvent I’espoir du laboureur On ne saurait voir s ins admira- 
tion ces maisons de bois du moindre paysan, si vastes, si bien closes, si 
bicn construites, si couvertes de sculpture. Dans I’lntdiieur de grands 
coiridors ddgagent chaque chambre de la nombreuse famille ; chaque 
chambre n’a qu’un lit, et il est abondamment pourvu de ridcaux, de cou- 
vertures, et du hnge le plus blanc ; des mcublcs soignds I’cntourent , les 
armoires sont remplies de hnge, la laitenc est vaste, adree, et d’une 
nettet^ exquise ; sous le meme toit on trouve de grands approvisionne- 
mens de ble, de viande sMe, de fromage et de bois ; dans les Stables 
on voit le betail le mieux soignd et le plus beau de I’Europe ; le jardin est 
plante defletirs, les hommes comme les femmes sontchaudement et propre- 
ment habillds, les derni^res conservent avec orgueil leur antique costume ; 
tous portent sur leur visage I’empreinte de la vigueur et de la sant^. Que 
d’autres nations vantent leur opulence, la Suisse pourra toujours leur 
opposer avec orgueil ses paysans.** 

The same eminent Avnter thus expresses his opinion on peasant 
propiietorship in general. 

‘ Partout ou Ton retrouve les paysans propnetaires, on retroiive anssi 
cette aisance, cette security, cette confiance dans Tavenir, cette inde- 
pendance qui assurent en meme temps le bonjieur et la \ertu. Le 
paysan qui fait avec ses enfatis tout I’ouvrage de son petit ht^ritage, 
qui ne paie de fermage personne au-dessus de Jiii, ni dc salairc ^ 
personne au dessous, qui regie sa production sur sa consommation, qui 
mange son propre ble, boit son propre vin, se revet de son chanvie ct de ses 
lames, se soucie peu de connaitre les prix du marche ; car il a peu h vendre 
et peu k acheter, et il n’est jamais ruine par les revolutions du commerce. 
Loin de craindre pour I’avenir, il le voit s’embellir dans son espdrance ; car il 

* Etudes sur t Eeononiie Politique^ Essai III. See r’so to the same effect 

Laing’s Notes of a Traveller^ p. 354, 
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met k profit pour ses enfaiis, pour lee slides qui viendiont, cha^un des 
instans qiie ne requiert pas de lui le travail de I’annde. 11 lui a suffi de 
donner peu de momens de travail pour mettrc en terre le noyau qui dans 
cent ans sera un grand arbre, pour creuser Taqucduc qui sechera \ jainais 
son champ, pour foimer le conduit qui lui amdneia une source d’eau vive, 
pour amcliorer par des soins souvciit rdpctds mais ddrobds sur Ics instans 
perdus, toulcs les esp^ces d’animaux et de vdgdtaux dont il s’entoure Son 
petit patriinoine est une vraie caisse d’dpargnes, toiijours pretc h rccevoir 
tons ses petits profits, utiliser tou%ses momens de loisir La puissance 
toujours agibsante de la nature les fdconde, et les lui rend au centuple. 
Le paysan a vivement le sentiment de ce bonheur attarhd la condition 
de piopridtaire. Aussi est-il toujours empressd d’acheter de la terie h 
tout prix. II la paie plus qu’elle ne vaut, plus qu*elle ne lui rendia peut- 
dtre ; mais combien n’a-t-il pas raison d’estimer ^ un haut prix I’avantage 
de placer desormais toujours avantageusement son travail, sans ctie 
obligd de Tofirir au rabais ; de trouver toujours aii besom son pain, sans 
^tre obligd de le payer I’enchdic. 

‘ Le paysan propridtaiie est de tons les cultivateurs celui qui tire le plus 
de pai li du sol ; pareeque c est celui qui songe le plus h I’aver.ir, tout 
coinme celui qui a did le plus dclaird par I’expdrience ; e’est encore lui qui 
met le mieux h. piofit le travail humain, paiceque rdpartissant ses occu- 
pations entre tons les membres de sa famille, il en reserve pour tous les 
jours de rannde, de manicre h ce quil ny ait de chomage pour peisonne: 
de tous les cultivateurs il est le plus lieureux, et en meme temps, sur un 
espace donnd, la terre ne nourrit bien, sans s’dpuiser, et n’occupe jamais 
tant d’habitans que lorsqu’ils sont propnetaires ; enfin de tous les 
cultivateurs le paysan propridtairc est cclui qui donne le plus d’en- 
couragement au commerce et ^ I’lndustrie, parcequ’il est le plus riche.’* 

This picture of unwearied assiduity, and what may be called affectionate 
interest m the land, is home out in regard to the moie intelligent Cantons 
of Switzerland by English observeis. ‘ In walking anywhere in the neigh- 
bourhood of Zuiich,’ says Mr. Inglis, ‘in looking to the right or to the 
left, one is struck with the extraordinary industry of the inhabitants ; and 
if we leai n that a proprietor here has a return of ten per cent , w^e are 
inclined to say, “he deserv^es it.” I speak at present of country labour, 
though I believe that in every kind of trade also, the people of Zurich are 
remarkable for their assiduity ; but in the industry they show in the 

* And in another vork (JV^oin'eatix Piimtpes tV Ecouotme Politique^ hv. iii., 
ch. 3) he says ; ‘ Qiiand un tra\crsela Suisse prcsqu’enliere, plusieurs provinces 
de Prance, d’ltahe, ct d’Allemagne, il n^est pas besom de demander, en regardant 
chaque partic de terre, si elle appartient a un cultivalciir propiictaire ou i un 
fermier. Les soins bien entendus, les jouissances preparees au laboureur, la parurc 
que la cainpagnc a rc 9 ue de ses inain«, indiquent bien vite le premier. 11 cst \rai 
qu’un gouverncment oppft?ssif pent detruire I’aisance et abrutir rmtelligcnce que 
clevait don? er la propricle, que I’lmput peut enlever le plus net du prodiut des 
champ-s, que I’lnsolcn^e des agens du pouvoir peut troubler la securijc des paysans, 
que I’lmpossibilite d’obtenir justice conlrc un puissant voisin peut jetcr le 
decouragement dans 1 anie, et que, dans le beau pays qui a ele lendii h. Tadminis- 
liation du Koi de Sardaigne, un propnelaiie porte aussi bien qii’iin journalier 
runiforme de la misere.’ Pie is lieie speaking of Savoy, where the peasants are 
generally proprietors , and according to authentic accounts, extremely miserable. 
But, as M. de Sismondi continues, ‘ On a beau se conformer a une seule des 
regies de Teconomie politique, elle ne peut pas opererj^ bien k elle seulc ; du 
moms elle diminue le mal.’ 
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cultivation of their land I may safely say they are unrivalled. When 
I used to open my casement between four and five m the morning to 
look out upon the lake and the distant Alps, I saw the labourer in tl>e 
fields ; and when I ictuined from an evening walk, long afiei sunset, as 
late, peihaps, as half-past eight, ihcic was the labouier, mowing his grass, 
or tying up his vines. ... It is impossible to look at a field, a garden, a 
hedging, scarcely even a tree, a flower, or a vegetable, without perceiving 
proofs of the extreme care and industry that are bestowed upon the 
cultivation of the soil. If for eKanijMe, a path leads through, or by the 
side of a field of grain, the corn is not, as m England, permitted to hang 
over the path, exposed to be pulled or trodden down by every passer by ; 
it is everywhere bounded by a fence, stakes are placed at intervals of 
about a yard, and, about two or thiee feet from the giound, boughs of 
trees are passed longitudinally along. If you look into a field towards 
evening, wheie there are large beds of cauliflower or cabbage, you will 
find that every single plant has been watered. In the gaidens, which 
around Zurich are extremely large, the most punctilious care is evinced in 
every production that grows. The vegetables are planted with seemingly 
mathematical accuiacy ; not a single w'ced is to be seen, nor a single 
stone. I’lants arc not eaithed up as with us, but are planted in a small 
hollow, into each of which a little manure is put, and each plant is 
watered daily. Where seeds are sown, the earth directly above is broken 
into the finest powder ; every shmb, every flower is tied to a stake, and 
where there is wall-fruit a trellis is erected against the wall, to which the 
boughs are fastened, and there is not a single thing that has not its 
appropriate jesting place.’ 

Of one of the icmote valleys of the High Alps the same wiiter thus 
expresses himself f *• — 

‘ In the whole of the Engadine the land belongs to the peasantry, who, 
like the inhabitants of every other place where this state of things exists, 
vary greatly in the extent of their possessions. , . . Generally speaking, 
an Engadine peasant lives entirely upon the produce of his land, with the 
exception of the few articles of foieign giowth required in his family, such 
as coffee, sugar, and wine. Flax is grown, prepared, spun, and woven, 
without ever leaving his house He has also his own wool, which is 
converted into a Iflue coat without passing through the hands of either 
the dyer or the tailor. The country is incapable of greater cultivation 
than It has received. All has been done for it that industry and extreme 
love of gain can devise. There is not a foot of waste land in the 
Engadine, the lewdest p<irt of wdiich is not much lower than the top of 
Snowdon, Wherever glass will grow, there it is; wherever a lock will 
bear a blade, vcrduie is seen upon it ; wherever an car of rye will iipen, 
there it is to be found. Earley and oats have also'their appropriate spots ; 
and wherever it is possible to ripen a little patch of w'heat, the cultivation 
of it is attempted. In no country in Europe will be found so few poor as 
in the Engadine. In the village of Suss, which contains about six 
hundred inhabitants, there is not a single individual who has not where- 
withal to live comfortably, not a single individual who is indebted ta 
others for one moisel that he eats.' 

* Switzerland^ the South of Fiance, and the Pyren^eSf in 1830. By H. D, 
Inglis. Vol. j. ch. 2. 

t Ibid. ch. 8 and la 
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•Notwithstanding the general prosperity of the Swiss peasantry, this 
total absence of pauperism and (it may also be said) of poverty, cannot be 
predicated of the whole countiy ; the largest and richest canton, that of 
lleme, being an example of the contrary ; for although, in the parts of it 
which ate occupied by peasant piopnctors, their industry is as remaikable 
and their ease and comfort as conspicuous as elsewhere, the canton is 
buithened with a numerous pauper population, through the operation of 
the worst regulated system of pooi-law administration in Euiope, except 
that of England befoic the new Totr Law. Nor is Swit^eiland in some 
other respects a favourable example of all that peasant pioperties might 
effect. There exists a senes of statistical accounts of the Swiss cantons, 
drawn up mostly with great caie and intelligence, containing detailed 
information, of tolerably recent date, lespeclmg the condition of the land 
and of the people. From these, the subdivision appears to be often so 
minute, that it can hardly be supposed not to be excessive ; and the 
indebtedness of the proprietors in the flourishing canton of Zurich 
‘holders’ as the writer expi esses it, ‘on the incredible so that ‘only 
the intenscst industry, frugality, temperance, and complete fieedom of 
commerce enable them to stand their ground.’ Yet the general con- 
clusion deducible from these books is that since the beginning of the 
ccntiiiy, and concurrently with the subdivision of many great estates 
which belonged to nobles or to the cantonal governments, thcie has been 
a staking and rapid improvement m almost every department of agricul- 
ture, as well as m the houses, the habits, and the food of the people. The 
writer of the account of Thiirgau goes so far as to say, that since the sub- 
division of the feudal estates into j^ieasant properties, it is not uncommon 
for a thud or a fourth part of an estate to produce as much gram, and 
sui^port as many head of cattle, as the whole estate did before. f 

§ 3. One of the countries in which peasant proprietors are of oldest 
date, and most numerous in pioportion to the population, is Norway. Of 
the social and economical condition of that country an interesting account 
has been given by Mr Laing. His testimony in favour of small landed 
properties both thcie and elscwheic, is given with gieat decision, 1 shall 
quote a few passages. 

‘If small propiietors are not good farmers, it is not from the same 
cause here which we are told makes them so in Scotland— indolence and 
want of exertion. The extent to which iingation is carried on in these 
glens and valleys shows a spirit of exertion and co-operaiion^ (I request 

* ‘Eine an das unglauhliche granzende Schuldeninasse ' is the expression. 
(Ilisfoitsch-geogiaphtsch-^iaiisihcs Cemalde dcr Sclnveiz, EisUr TheiL Der 
Kanton ZvriLh, Von Gerold Meyer von Knonaii, 1834, pp. 80-1.) There are 
villages in Zurich, he adds, in whith there is not a single property unmortgaged. 
It docs not, however, folfcw that each individual proprietor is deeply involved be- 
cause the aggregate mass of incumbrances is large. In the Canton of Schafihausen, 
for instance, it is state«l that the landed pioperlies are almost all mortgaged, but 
larely for more than one-half ihcir regislcied value (Zwoiffer Theil. Der Kauton 
Schajfhausen^ von Edvvaid lin-Thurn, 1840, p. 52), and the mortgages are often for 
the improvement and enlargement ol the estate. (SiebcnzchuUr Thai Der 
Kanton Thuri^ait, von J. A. Liipikofer, 1837, p. 209.) 

t ‘ Deiiselben Eifolg hat die Verlheilung dcr eheinaligcn gros'scn Lcheiihofe in 
mehrere kleinere eigenthumliche Bauernguler. Es its gar nicht selten, dass ein 
Drittheil oder Viertheil cines solchen Hotes nun eben st^^iel Gctreide liefert und 
eben so viel Stuck Vieh untcrhalt als vormals dcr gan/c Hof/ (Thttrgau^ p. 72.) 



i84 


DISTRIBUTION^. % 


particular attention to this point) ‘ to which the latter can show nothing 
similar. Hay being the principal winter support of live stock, and both 
it and com, as well as potatoes, liable, from the shallow soil and powciful 
reflection of sunshine from the rocks, to be burnt and withered up, the 
greatest exertions are made to bring water from the head of each glen, 
along such a level as will give the command of it to each farmer at the 
head of his fields. This is done by leading it in w'oodcn troughs (the 
half of a tree roughly scooped) from tie highest perennial stieam among 
the hills, through woods, across ravines, along the rocky, often perpen- 
dicular, sides of the glens, and from this main trough giving a lateral one 
to each farmer in passing the head of his farm. He disti ibutes tins supply 
by moveable troughs among his fields ; and at this season w'aters each 
rig succcssi\cly with scoops like those used by bleachers in w\atering 
cloth, laying his trough between every tw^o rigs. One would not believe, 
wMthout seeing it, how very large an extent of land is travel sed expe- 
ditiously by these artificial showers. The extent of the main troughs is 
very gieat. In one glen I walked ten miles, and found it troughed on 
both sides • on one, the chain is continued down the mam valley for forty 
miles. Those may be bad fanners who do such things , but they are 
not indolent, nor ignorant of the principle of w'Oiking in concert, and 
keeping up establishments for common benefit. They are, undoubtedly, 
in these respects, far in achance of any community of cottais in our 
Highland glens. They feci as proprietors, who receive the advantage of 
their owm exertions. The excellent stale of the roads and budges is 
another proof that the country is inhabited by people w'ho hav c a common 
interest to keep them under repair. There are no tolls ’ 

‘ It is, I am aware, a favourite and constant observation of our agricul- 
tural writers, that these small proprietors make the wmrst faimeis. It 
may be so ; but a population may be in a wi etched condition, although 
their country is very w’ell farmed ; or they may be happy, although bad 
cultivators . . . Good farming is a phrase composed of two woids which 
have no more application to the happiness or w'ell-bemg of a people than 
good weaving or good iron founding. That the human powers should be 
well applied, and not misapplied, in the production of grain, or iron, or 
clothing, is, no doubt, an object of great importance ; but the happiness 
or well-being of a people does not entirely depend upon it // /las more 
effect on their nwnders than on their condition. The producer of giam 
who is working for himself only, w'ho is owner of his land, and has not a 
third of .IS produce to pay as rent, can afford to be a worse fanner by 
one-third, than a tenant, and is, notwithstanding, in a picfcrable condition. 
Our agricultural writers tell us, indeed, that laboureis in .\gncultuic aie 
much better off as farm-servants than they would be as small piopiictors. 
Wc have only the master's word for this. Ask the servant. The colonists 
told us the same thing of their slaves. If property is a,^ood and desirable 
thing, I suspect that the smallest quantity of it is good and desirable ; 
and that the state of society m which it is most widely diffused is the best 
constituted 

On the effects of peasant proprietorship on the Continent generally, the 
fame writer expresses himself as follows : f— 

‘ If we listen to the large farmer, the scientific agriculturist, the’ [English] 

* Laing’s Journal of a Residence in Nonvay^ pp. 36 4a 

+ Notes of a Traveller^ pp. 299 et serpj. 
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J political economist, good farming must perish with large faims ; the very 
idea that good farming can exist, unless on large farms cultivated with 
great capital, they hold to be absurd. Diaining, manuring, economical 
arrangement, cleaning the land, regular rotations, valuable slock and 
implements, all belong exclusively to large farms, worked by large capital, 
and by hired labour. This reads very well ; but if we laise our eyes from 
their books to their fields, and coolly com paie what W’e see in the best 
distiicts farmed in large farms, w$th wdiat w^e see in the best districts 
farmed m small faims, we see, and theic is no blinking the fact, better 
crops on the giound in Flanders, East h'riesland, Holstein, in short, on 
the w’hole line of the aiable land of equal quality of the Continent, from 
the Sound to Calais, than we see on ihe line of British coast opposite to 
this line, and in the same latitudes, from the Fiith of Forth all round to 
Dover, Minute labour on small portions of arable ground gives evidently, 
in equal soils and climate, a superior productiveness, w'here these small 
portions belong in property, as in Flanders, Holland, Friesland, and 
Ditmarsch in Holstein, to the farmer. It is not pretended by our agri- 
cultural w’l iters, that our large farmers, even in Berwuckshirc, Roxbuigh- 
slnie, or the Lothians, approach to the garden-like cultivation, attention 
to manures, diainage, and clean state of the land, or in pioductiveness 
from a small space of soil not originally rich, which distinguish the small 
fanners of Flandeis, or then s>stem In the best-fanned pansh m 
Scotland or England, inoie land is w'astcd m the corneis and bordeis of 
the fields of large faims, m the roads thiough them, unnecessarily wide 
because they are bad, and bad because they aie wade, in neglected 
commons, waste spots, useless belts and clumps of sorry ticcs, and such 
unproductive areas, than would maintain the poor of the pansh, if they 
w'cie all laid together and cultivated. But large capital applied to fanning 
is of couise only applied to the \eiy best of the soils of a countiy. It 
cannot touch the small unproductive spots which require more tune and 
labour to fertilize them than is consistent wath a quick retuin of capital. 
But although lined time and laboui cannot be applied beneficially to such 
cultivation, the owners own time and labour may. He is working for no 
higher returns at fiist from his land than a bare living But in the couise 
of geneiations feitility and value are produced ; a better living, and even 
veiy iiiipioved pioccsses of husbandly, aie attained. Fuirovv diaining, 
st.ill feeding all siimmei, liquid manures, arc universal in the husbandry 
of the small f.irms of Flandeis, Lombaidy, Switzerland. Our most 
improv ing distiicts under large farms are but beginning to adopt them. 
Dairy husbandry even, and the manufacture of the largest cheeses by the 
co-operation of many small farmers,* the mutual assurance of property 

* The manner in w'hiok the Swiss peasants combine to cairy on cheeseniakmg 
by their united capital deserves to be noted. ‘ Each parish in Sw iizerland hires a 
man, generally fiom the district of Gruyere in the canton of Freyhurg, to take care 
of the herd, and nnke the cheese. One cheesenian, one pressman or assistant, and 
one cowherd, arc considered necessary for every forty cow«. The owners of the 
COW'S get credit each of them, in a book daily, for the quantity of nnlk given by 
each cow. The chceseman and his assistants milk the cows, put the milk 
all together, and make cheese of it, and at the end of the season each owner re- 
ceives the weight of cheese proportionable to the quantity of the milk his cows 
have delivered. By this co-operative plan, instead of th|snialI-Mzed unmarketable 
cheeses only, which each could produce out of his three or four cows’ milk, he has 
the same v eight in large maiketable cheese superior in quality, because made by 
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against fire and hail storms, by the co-operation of small fanners— the 
most scientific and expensive of all agricultural operations in modern 
times, the manufacture of beet-root sugar -the supply of the European 
markets with flax and hemp, by the husbandly of binall fanners— the 
abundance of legumes, fruits, poultry, in the usual diet even of the lowest 
classes abioad, and the total want of sudi vaiiety at the tables even of 
our middle classes, and this \aiicty aijd abundance essentially connected 
with the husbandry of small farmeis-~all these are features in the occu- 
pation of a country by small propnctor-faimcis, which must nivike the 
inquirer pause before he admits the dogma of our land doctois at home, 
that large farms worked by hired labour and great capital can alone bn j 
out the gieatest productiveness of the soil, and fuinibh the greatest supply 
of the necessaries and conveniences of life to the inhabitants of a countiy.* 
§ 4. Among the many flourishing icgions of (Germany in which peasant 
properties pievail, I select the ralatmalc, for the advantage of quoting, 
from an English source, the results of recent pcisonal observation of its 
agriculture and its people. Mr. Howutt, a wTitcr whose habit it is to see 
all English objects and English socialities cn hcaii^ and who, in treating 
of the Rhenish peasantry, certainly does not iindciratc the rudeness of 
their implements, and the inferiority of their ploughing, nevertheless show's 
that under the invigorating influence of the feelings of propiictoiship, 
they make up for the imperfections of their appaiatus by the mtensily of 
their application. ‘Tlic peasant hai rows and clcais his land till it is in 
the nicest oulcr, and it is admiiable to sec the ciops which he obtains’^ 
‘The pcasantsf arc the great and cver-picscnt objects of coiintiy life 
They aie the great population of the country, because they tlicmschcs aie 
the possessors. This country is, in fact, for the most pait, in the hands 

of the people. It is parcelled out among the multitude llie 

peasants aie not, as with us, for the most part, totally cut off from 
property in the soil they cultivate, totally dependent on the labour afforded 
by others— they are themselves the propnetois. It is, peihaps, fiom this 
cause that they are probably the most industiious’peasaniiy in the w'orld. 
They labour busily, early and late, because they feel that they are laboui- 

ingfor themselves The German peasants work haid, but they have 

no actual want. Every man has his house, Ins 01 chard. Ins roadside trees, 
commonly so heavy with fruit, that he is obliged to prop and secure them 
all ways, or they would be torn to pieces. He has his corn-plot. Ins plot 
for mangel-wurzel, for hemp, and so on. He is his own master ; and he, 
and every member of his family, have the strongest motives to labour. 
You see the effect of this in that uni emitting diligence winch is beyond 
that of the whole world besides, and his economy, which is still gi eater. 
The Germans, indeed, arc not so active and lively as the English. You 
never see them in a bustle, or as though they meant to knock off a vast 
deal in a little tune They are, on the contiary^ slow, but for ever 

people who attend to no other business. The cheeseman and his assistants are 
paid so much per head of the cows, in money or in cheese, or sometimes they hire 
the cows, and pay the owners in money or cheese .*— of a Traveller, p 351, 
A similar system exists m the French Jura. One of the most remarkable points in 
this interesting case of combination of labour, is the confiilcnce which it supposesi 
and which experience mu^i justify, in the integrity of the persons employed. 

* Rural and Domestic Life of Germany, p. 27, 

+ Ibid, p. 4a 
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doing. They plod on from day to day, and year to year— the most 
patient, untirable, and persevering of animals. The English peasant is so 
cut off from the idea of property, that he comes habitually to look upon it 
as a thing from which he is warned by the laws of the large proprietors, 

and becomes, in consequence, spiritless, purposeless The German 

bauer, on the contrary, looks on the country as made for him and his 
fellow-men. He feels himself a man ; he has a stake in the country, as 
good as that of the bulk of his neif^hbouis ; no man can threaten him 
with ejection, or the workhouse, so long as he is active and economical. 
He walks, therefore, with a bold step ; he looks you in the face with the 
air of a free man, but of a respectful one.’ 

Of their industry, the same writer thus further speaks : ‘ There is not 
an hour of the year in which they do not find unceasing occupation. In 
the depth of winter, when the weather permits them by any means to get 
out of doors, they are always finding something to do. They carry out 
their manure to their lands while the frost is in them. If there is not 
frost, they are busy cleaning ditches and felling old fruit trees, or such as 
do not bear well. Such of them as are too poor to lay in a sufficient 
stock of wood, find plenty of work in ascending into the mountainous 
wood *5, and bringing thence fuel. It would astonish the English common 
people to see the intense labour with which the Germans earn their fire- 
wood. In the depth of frost and snow, go into any of their hills and 
woods, and there you find them hacking up stumps, cutting off branches, 
and gathering, by all means which the official wood-police will allow, 
boughs, stakes, and pieces of w’ood, which they convey home with the 
most incredible toil and patience.** After a description of their careful 
and laborious vineyard culture, he continues, f ‘ In England, with its 
great quantity of grass lands, and its large farms, so soon as the grain is 
in, and the fields are shut up for hay grass, the country seems in a com- 
parative state of rest and quiet. But here they are everywhere, and for 
ever, hoeing and mowing, planting and cutting, w^eeding and gathering. 
They have a succession of crops like a market-gardener. They have their 
carrots, poppies, hemp, flax, sainfoin, lucerne, rape, colew^ort, cabbage, 
rotabaga, black turnips, Swedish and white turnips, teazles, Jeiusalem 
artichokes, mangel-wurzel, parsnips, kidney-beans, field-beans and peas, 
vetches, Indian com, buckwheat, madder for the manufacturer, potatoes, 
their great crop of tobacco, millet— all, or the greater part, under the 
family management, in their own family allotments. They hfive had 
these things first to sow, many of them to transplant, to hoe, to weed, 
to clear off insects, to top ; many of them to mow and gather in successive 
crops. They have their water-meadows, of which kind almost all their 
meadows aie, to flood, to mow, and reflood ; water-courses to reopen and 
to make anew ; their eSrly fruits to gather, to bring to market with their 
green crops of vegetables ; their cattle, sheep, calves, foals, most of them 
prisoners, and poultry to look after ; their vines, as they shoot rampantly 
in the summer heat, to piune, and thin out the leaves when they are too 
thick : and any one may imagine what a scene of incessant labour it is.* 

This inteiesling sketch, to the general tiuth of which any observant 
tiavellcr in that highly cultivated and populous region can bear witness, 
accords with the moie elaborate delineation by a distinguished inhabitant, 

o 

• Rural and Domestic Life of Germany^ p. 44# 

t Ibid. p. Sa 
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Professor Rau, in bis little treatise * On the Agriculture of the Palatinate.^ 
M. Rau bears testimony not only to the industiy, but to the skill and 
intelligence of the peasantry ; their judicious employment of manuics, 
and excellent rotation of crops ; the progressive improvement of their 
agricultuie for generations past, and the spiiit of further impro\ement 
which is still .active. ‘ The indefaligablcness of the country people, who 
may be seen m activity all the d.ay ayd all the year, and arc never idle, 
because they make a good distribution of their labouis, .and find for cveiy 
interval of time a suitable occupation, is as well known as their zeal is 
praiseworthy in turning to use every circumstance which picsents itself, m 
seizing upon every useful novelty which offers, and even in searching out 
new and advantageous methods. One easily perceives that the peasant 
of this district has reflected much on his occupation : he can give reasons 
for his modes of proceeding, even if those reasons are not always tenable ; 
he is as exact an observer of proportions as it is possible to be from 
memory, without the aid of figures . he attends to such gencial signs ol 
the times as appear to augur him either benefit or haim.’t 
§ 5. But the most decisive example m opposition to the English pre- 
judice ag.iinst cultivation by peasant proprietors, is the case of Belgium. 
The soil is originally one of the worst in Europe. ‘ The piovinccs,’ says 
Mr. M’Culloch,{ ‘of West and E.ast Flanders, and Ilainault, form a far 
stretching plain, of which the luxuriant vegetation indicates the indefatig- 
.able care and labour bestowed upon its cultivation ; for the n.atuial soil 
consists almost >\holIy of barren s.and, .and its great fertility is entiiely the 
result of very skilful management and judicious application of \arious 
manuies.’ There exists a carefully prepared systematic treatise on Flemish 
Husbandry, in the Farmers Series of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. The writer obser\es,§ that the Flemish agiiciilturists 
‘seem to want nothing but a space to woik upon . whatever be the quality 
or textuie of the soil, in time they will make it produce something. The 
sand in the Campine can be compaied to nothing but the sands on the 
sea shore, which they probably weie oiiginally It is highly interesting 
to follow step by step the progress of improvement. Here you see a 
cottage and rude cow-shed erected on a spot of the most unpromising 
aspect. The loose white sand blown into irregular mounds is only kept 
together by the roots of the heath : a sm.ill spot only is levelled and 
surrounded by a ditch : part of this is covered with young broom, part is 
planted with potatoes, and perhaps a small patch of diminutive clo\er 
may show itself .’ but manures, both solid and liquid, are collecting, ‘^inci 
this is the nucleus from which, in a few years, a little farm will spread 
around. ... If theie is no manure at hand, the only thing that can be 
sown, on pure sand, at first, is broom : this grows in the most banen 
soils ; in three ye.ars it is fit to cut, and produces some letuin in fagots 
for the bakers .and brickm.akcrs. The leaves whi^h have fallen ha\e 
somewhat enriched the soil, and the fibres of the roots have given a 
certain degree of compactness It m.ay now be ploughed and so\in with 
buckwheat, or even with rye AMthout m.anure. By the time this is reaped, 

* Uehey die Landwii thschaft der Rheiupfah^ und inshcso.ida e in d ( ; Ilcuhibct^er 
Cet^end, Von D. Karl Heiniich Rau. Heidelberg, 1830. 

+ Rau, pp. 15, 16. 

t Geographical Dhtionaiy^^x^., ‘Belgium.* 

5 Pp. 1 1-4. 
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some manure may have been collected, and a regular course of cropping 
may begin. As soon as clover and potatoes enable the farmer to keep 
cows and make manure, the improvement goes on rapidly ; in a few yeais 
the soil undergoes a complete change : it becomes mellow and retentive 
of moisture, and enriched by the vegetable matter afforded by the decom- 
position of the roots of clover and other plants. . . . After the land has 
been gradually brought into a goocLstate, and is cultivated in a regular 
manner, there appears much less difference between the soils which ha\e 
been originally good, and those which have been made so by labour and 
industry. At least the ciops in both appear moie nearly alike at harvest, 
than is the case in soils of different qualities in other countries. This is a 
great proof of the excellency of the Flemish system , for it shows that the 
land IS in a constant state of improvement, and that the deficiency of the 
soil is compensated by greater attention to tillage and manuring, 
especially the latter.* 

The people who labour thus intensely, because labouring for themselves, 
have piactised for centuiies those principles of rotation of ciops and 
economy of manures, which in England are counted among modern 
discoveries • and even now the superiority of their agriculture, as a whole, 
to that of England, is admitted by competent judges. ‘The cultivation 
of a poor light soil, or a moderate soil,* says the writer last quoted,* ‘ is 
generally supeiior in Flandeis to that of the most improved farms of the 
same kind in Britain. We surpass the Flemish farmer greatly in capital, 
in varied implements of tillage, in the choice and breeding of rattle and 
sheep,’ (though, accoiding to the same aulh()iity,t they are much ‘befoic 
us in the feeding of their cows,’) ‘and the British faimer is in general a 
man of superior education to the Flemish peasant. But in the minute 
attention to the qualities of the soil, in the management and application 
of manuies of different kinds, in the judicious succession of ciops, and 
especially m the economy of land, so that every pait of it shall be in a 
constant state of pioduction, we ha\c still something to learn fiom the 
Flemings,’ and not from an instructed and enterprising Fleming here and 
there, but from the general piacticc. 

Much of the most highly cultivated pait of the countiy consists of 
peasant properties, managed by the proprietors, always either wholly or 
partly by spade husbandry.J ‘When the land is cultivated entiiely by 
the spade, and no horses are kept, a cow is kept for every three acres of 
land, and entirely fed on artificial grasses and roots. This mode of 
cultivation is principally adopted in the Waes district, where piopeities 
are very small. All the labour is done by the different members of the 
family children soon beginning ‘to assist in various minute operations, 
accoiding to iheir age and strength, such as weeding, hoeing, feeding the 
COW'S. If they can raise rye and wheat enough to make their bread, and 
potatoes, turnips, cariots, and clover, for the cows, they do well ; and the 
produce of the sale of their rape seed, iheir flax, their hemp, and their 
butter, after deducting the expense of manure purchased, which is abvays 
considerable, gives them a very good profit. Suppose the whole extent 
of the land to be six acres, which is not an uncommon occupation, and 
which one man can manage then (after describing the cultivation), ‘ if a 
;nan with his wife and three young children are considered as equal to 

•r 

* Flemish Husbandry^ p. 3, 

J Ibid. pp. 73 et seq. 


f Ibid. p. 13. 
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three and a half |;rown up men, the family will require thirty-nine bushelf 
of grain, forty-nine bushels of potatoes, a fat hog, and the butter and 
milk of one cow : an acie and a half of land will produce the grain and 
potatoes, and allow some coin to finish the fattening of the hog, which 
has the extra buttemnlk : another acre in clover, carrots, and potatoes, 
together w'ith the stubble turnips, will more than feed the cow ; conse- 
quently two and a half acres of land is sufficient to feed this family, and 
the produce of the other three and a^alf may be sold to pay the rent or 
the interest of purchase -money, wear and tear of implements, extra 
manure, and clothes for the family. But these acres are the most profit- 
able on the farm, for the hemp, flax, and colza are included ; and by 
having another acie in clover and roots, a second cow can be kept, and 
its produce sold. We have, therefore, a solution of the problem how a 
family can live and thrive on six acres of moderate land.^ After showing 
by calculation that this extent of land can be cultivated in the most perfect 
manner by the family without any aid from hired labour, the writer con- 
tinues, ‘ In a farm of ten acres entirely cultivated by the spade, the addition 
of a man and a woman to the members of the family will render all the 
operations more easy ; and with a horse and cart to carry out the manure, 
and bring home the produce, and occasionally draw the harrows, fifteen 
acres may be very well cultivated. . . . Thus it will be seen,’ (this is the 
result of some pages of details and calculations,*) ‘that by spade husbandry, 
an industrious man with a small capital, occupying only fifteen acres of 
good light land, may not only live and bring up a family, payins[ a good 
rent^ but may accumulate a considerable sum in the course of his life.* 
But the indefatigable industry by wdiich he accomplishes this, and of 
which so large a portion is expended not in the mere cultivation, but in 
the improvement, for a distant leturn, of the soil itself— has that industry 
no connexion with not paying rent ? Could it exist, without presupposing, 
at least, a virtually permanent tenure ? 

As to their mode of living, ‘the Flemish farmers and labourers live 
much more economically than the same class in England : they seldom 
eat meat, except on Sundays and m harvest : buttermilk and potatoes 
with brown bread is their daily food.* It is on this kind of evidence that 
English travellers, as they hurry through Europe, pronounce the peasantry 
of every Continental country poor and miserable, its agricultural and 
social system a failure, and the English the only regime under which 
labouiers are well off. It is, truly enough, the only rdgime under which 
labourers, whether well off or not, never attempt to be better. So little 
aie English labourers accustomed to consider it possible that a labourer 
should not spend all he earns, that they habitually mistake the signs of 
economy for those of poverty. Observe the triae interpretation of the 
phenomena. 

‘Accordingly they are gradually acquhing capital^ and their great 
ambition is to hjive land of their own. They eagerly seize every 
opportunity of purchasing a small farm, and the price is so raised by 
competition, that land pays little more than two per cent, interest for the 
purchase money. Large properties gradually disappear, and are divided 
into small portions, which sell at a high rate. But the.wealth and industry 
of the population is continually increasing, being rather diffused through 
the masses th.in accumulated in individuals.* 


* Flemish Hitshamlry^ p. 8l, 
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With facts like these, known and accessible, it is not a little surpiising 
to find the case of Flanders refei jcd to not in recommendation of peasant 
properties, but as a warning agaii^st them ; on no better ground than a 
presumptive excess of population, inferred from the distress which existed 
among the peasantry of Brabant and East Flandcis in the disastrous 
year 1846-47. The evidence which I have cited from a wiiter conversant 
with the subject, and having no economical theoiy to support, shows that 
the distress, whatever may ha\c been its seventy, arose from no insuf- 
ficiency m these little pioperties to supply abundantly, in any ordinary 
circumstances, the wants of all whom they have to maintain. It arose 
from the essential condition to which those are subject who employ land 
of their own m growing their own food, namely, that the vicissitudes of 
the seasons must be borne by themselves, and cannot, as in the case of 
large farmers, be shifted from them to the consumer. When we remember 
the season of 1846, a paitial failure of all kinds of gram, and an almost 
total one of the potato, it is no wonder that in so unusual a calamity the 
produce of six acres, half of them sown with fla\, hemp, or oil seeds, 
should fall short of a year’s provision for a family. But we are not to 
contrast the distressed Flemish peasant with an English capitalist who 
fauns several hundred acres of land. If the peasant were an Englishman, 
he would not be that capitalist, but a clay labouier under a capitalist. 
And is there no distiess, in times of dearth, among day labourers.^ Was 
there none that year, in countries where small proprietors and small 
farmers aie unknown ? Is there any reason whatever to believe that the 
distress was greater in IJclgium, than roi responds to the proportional 
extent of the failure of crops compaied with oilier countries ?* 

§6. 1 he evidence of the beneficial opciaiion of peasant propeities in 
the Channel Islands is of so deciMvc a character, that I cannot help 
adding to the numerous citations aheady made, part of a description of 
the economical condition of those islands, by a wiiter who combines 
personal observation w'lth an attentive study of the information afforded 
by others. Mr. William Thornton, in his ‘ Plea for Peasant Propnetois,’ 
a book which by the excellence both of its materials and of its execution, 
deserves to be regaidcd as the standard w^oik on that side of the question, 
speaks of the island of Guernsey in the following terms: ‘Not even in 
England is nearly so large a quantity of pioduce sent to market from a 
tract of such limited extent. This of itself might prove that the cultivatois 
must be far removed above poverty, for being absolute owmers of all the 
produce raised by them, they of course sell only what they do not them- 
selves require. 15 ut the satisfactormcss of their condition is apparent to 
every observer. “The happiest community,” says Mr. Hill, “winch it 
has ever been my lot to^all in with, is to Lc found in this little island of 
Guernsey.” “No matter,” says Sir Geoige Head, “to what point the 
traveller may choose to bend his way, comfort everywhere prevails.” 
What most surprises the English visitor m his first walk or diive beyond 
the bounds of St. Peter’s Port is the appearance of the habitations with 
which the landscape is thickly studded. Many of them aic such asm his 

* As much of the distress lately complained of in Belgium, as pai takes in any 
degree of a permanent character, appears to he almost confined to that portion of 
the population who carry on manufacturing labour, either hy itself or in conjunction 
with agricultural ; and to be occasioned by a diminished demand for Bclg»c manu? 
(acturcs. 
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own country would belong to persons of middle rank ; but he is puzzled 
to guess what sort of people hve in the others, which, though in general 
not large enough for farmcis, are almost invaiiably much too good m 
every respect for day labouicis. . . . Literally, in the whole island, with 
the exception of a few fishermen’s huts, there is not one so mo.in as to be 
likened to the ordinary habit ition of an English farm labourer. . . . 
“Look,” says a late Ikuliff of Guernsey, Mr. De L’lsle Brock, “at the 
hovels of the English, and compare them with the cottages of our 
peasantry.” . . . Beggars aic utterly unknown . . . Baupensm, able- 
bodied paupeiism at least, is nearly as rare as mendicancy. The Savings 
Banks accounts also bear witness to the general abundance enjoyed by 
the labouimg classes of C/uernsey. In the year 1841, thcie were in 
England, out of a population of nearly fifteen millions, less than 700,000 
depositors, or one m every twenty persons, and the average amount of 
the deposits was 30/. In Guernsey, m the same year, out of a population 
of 26,000, the number of depositois was 1920, and the average amount of 
the deposits 40/.’* The evidence as to Jeisey and Alderney is of a 
similar character. 

Of the efiicicncy and productiveness of agriculture on the small pro- 
perties of the Channel Islands, Mr. Thornton produces ample evidence, 
the result of which he sums up as follows ‘ Thus it appears that in the 
two principal Channel Islands, the agiicultural population is, m the one 
twice, and m the other, thiec times, as dense as in Britain, thcie being in 
the latter country only one cultivator to twenty-two acres of cultivated 
land, while in Jersey ihcie is one to elc\en, and m Guernsey one to seven 
acres. Yet the agiicuUuie of these islands inamtams, besides cultivators, 
non- agricultural populations, respectively four and five times as dense as 
that of Britain Tins difTeicnce docs not arise from any superiority of 
soil or climate possessed by the Channel Islands, for the former is naturally 
rather poor, and the latter is not better than in the southein counties of 
England It is owing entiiely to the assiduous care of the farmers, and 
to the abundant use of manure ‘ In the year 1837,’ he says in another 
place,{ ‘ the average y’cld of wheat in the large farms of England was only 
twenty-one bushels, and the highest average for any one county was no 
more than twenty-six bushels. The highest average since claimed for the 
whole of England, is thirty bushels. In Jersey, where the avciage size of 
farms is only sixteen acies, the average produce of whc.it per arie was 
stated by Inglis m 1834 to be thirty-six bushels ; but it is pio\cd by 
i)fhcial tables to have been foity bushels m the five years ending with 
1833 In Guernsey, where farms are still smaller, four quaitcrs per acre, 
according to Inglis, is considered a good, but still a very common crop' 
‘ Thirty shillings.? an acre would be thought in England a very fair rent 
for middling land , but m the Channel Islands, '**it is only very mfeiior 
land that would not let for at least 4/.' 

§ 7. It is from France, that impressions unfavoumble to peasant pro- 
perties are generally drawn ; it is in France that the system is so oftea 
asserted to have brought forth its fruit, in the most wretched possible 
agriculture, and to be rapidly reducing, if not to have already reduced, the 
peasantry, by subdivision of land, to the verge of starvation. It is difficult 
to account for the general prevalence of impressions so much the reverse 

* A Plea for Peasant Proprietors, By William Thomas Thornton. Pp 99-104* 

t Ibid. p. 38. t Ib d. p. 9. § Ibid, p 32. 
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of truth. The agriculture of France was wi etched and the peasantry in 
great indigence befoie the Revolution. At that time they were not, 
generally speaking, landed piopiietors. There were, lK)\vc\er, consider- 
able distiicts of France where the land, even then, was to a great extent 
the pioperty of the peasantry, and among these were many of the most 
conspicuous exceptions to the general bad agiicultuie and to the general 
poveity. An authority, on this point, not to be disputed, is Aithur Young, 
the inveterate enemy of small farms, the coiyphcuus of the modern English 
school of agriculturists ; who yet, travelling o\ er nearly the whole of h lance 
in 1787, 1788, and 1789, when he finds remarkable excellence of cultivation, 
never hesitates to ascribe it to peasant property ‘ Le.iving Sauve,’ says 
he,* ‘ 1 was much stiuck with a large tract of land, seemingly nothing but 
huge rocks ; yet most of it inclosed and planted nith the most industiious 
attention. Everyman has an olive, a mulberiy, an almond, 01 a peach 
tree, and vines scattered among them; so that the whole giound is 
covered with the oddest mixture of these plants and bulging locks, that 
can be conceived. The inhabitants of this village deserve encouragement 
for their industry ; and if I weie a French minister they should ha\e it. 
They would soon turn all the descits around them into gaiclens. Such a 
knot of active husbandmen, who turn their rocks into scenes of feitility, 
becjiuse I suppose their own^ would do the same by the wastes, if anim.itecl 
by the same omnipotent principle ’ Again f ‘ VValk to Rosscndal,’ (ne.ir 
Dunkirk) Svhere M. le Brim has an improvement on the Dunes, which 
he very obligingly showed me Between the town and that place is a 
great number of neat little houses, buift each wnth its gaiden, and one or 
two fields enclosed, of most wi etched blow'ing dune sand, natuially as 
white as snow, but improved by industry. The magic of/zey^c/'/j' tuins 
sand to gold.’ And again ‘Going out of Gauge, I was suipiised to 
find by far the greatest exertion in irrigation winch I had >ot seen in 
France; and then passed by some sleep mountains, highly c ullivated in 
lei races. IVl uch watering at St. Law-i ence The sc cnci y \ ci y intei csting 
to a farmer. From Gauge, to the mountain of rough ground which I 
crossed, the ride has been the most interesting which 1 ha\e taken in 
France; the effoits of industry the most Mgoious; the animation the 
most lively. An activity has been here, that has swxpt away all diffi- 
culties before it, and has clothed the \ery rocks with \erduie. It would 
be a disgrace to common sense to ask the cause ; the enjo) ment of 
property must have done it. Give a man the secure possession of a 
bleak rock, and be will turn it into a gaiden ; give him a nine years lease 
of a garden, and he will convert it into a desert.’ 

In his description of the country at the foot of the Western Pyrenees, 
he speaks no longci fiom surmise, but fiom knowledge. ‘Take§ the road 
to Moneng, and come presently to a scene which was so new to me in 
France, that I could hardly believe my own eyes. A succession of many 
w^ell built, tight, and comfortable farming cottages built of stone and 
covered with tiles : dach having its little garden, inclosed by dipt thorn- 
hedges, with plenty of peach and other fruU-tiecs, some fine oaks seattcied 
in the hedges, and young trees nursed up with so much caie, that nothing 
but the fostering attention of the owner could effect anything like it. To 
every house belongs a farm, perfectly well enclosed, with grass borders 

^ Arthur Young’s Travels m France^ vol^. p. 50. 
t Ibid. p. 88. f Ibid, p, 51. § Ibid p. 56. 
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mown and neatly kept around the corn-fields with gates to pass from one 
enclosure to another. There are some parts of England (where small 
yeomen still remain) that resemble this country of Bdarn ; but we have 
very little that is equal to what I have seen in this ride of twelve miles 
from Pau to Moneng. It is all in the hands of little proprietors, without 
the farms being so small as to occasion a vicious and miserable population. 
An air of neatness, warmth, and comfort breathes over the whole. It is 
visible in their new built houses and stables ; in their little gardens ; in 
their hedges ; in the courts before their doors ; even in the coops for 
their poultry, and the sties for their hogs. A peasant does not think of 
rendering his pig comfortable, if his own happiness hang by the thread of 
a nine years’ lease. We are now in Bdarn, within a few miles of the 
cradle of Henry IV. Do they inherit these blessings from that good 
prince? The benignant genius of that good monarch seems to reign 
siill over the country; each peasant has fowl in the potl He 
frequently notices the excellence of the agriculture of French Flanders, 
where the farms ‘are all small, and much in the hands of little pro- 
prietors.’* In the Pays de Caux, also a country of small properties, the 
agriculture was miserable : of which his explanation was that ‘it is a 
manufacturing country, and farming is but a secondary pursuit to the 
cotton fabric, which spreads over the whole of it’f The same district is 
still a seat of manufactures, and a country of small proprietors, and is now, 
whether we judge from the appearance of the crops or from the official 
returns, one of the best cultivated m France. In ‘Flanders, Alsace, and 
part of Artois, as well as on the banks of the Garonne, France possesses 
a husbandry equal to our own.’J Those countries, and a considerable 
part of Quercy, * are cultivated more like gardens than farms. Perhaps 
they are too much like gardens, from the smallness of properties.’§ In 
those districts the admirable rotation of crops, so long practised in Italy, 
but at that time generally neglected in France, was already universal. 
‘ The rapid succession of crops, the harvest of one being but the signal of 
sowing immediately for a second,’ (the same fact which must strike all 
observers in the valley of the Rhine,) ‘ can scarcely be carried to greater 
perfection : and this is a point, perhaps, of all others the most 
essential to good husbandry, when such crops are so justly distributed 
as we generally find them in these provinces ; cleaning and ameliorating 
ones being made the preparation for such as foul and exhaust.* 

It must not, however, be supposed, that Arthur Young’s testimony on 
the subject of peasant properties is uniformly favourable. In Lorraine, 
Champagne, and elsewhere, -he finds the agriculture bad, and the small 
proprietors very miserable, in consequence, as he says, of the extreme 
subdivision of the land. His opinion is thus summed up:|| ‘Before I 
tiavelled, I pneeived that small farms, in property, were very susceptible 
of good cultivation ; and that the occupier of such, having no rent to pay, 
rnight be sufficiently at his ease to work improvements, and carry on a 
vigorous husbandry ; but what I have seen in France, has greatly lessened 
my good opinion of them. In Flanders, I saw excellent husbandry on 
properties of 30 to 100 acres ; but we seldom find here such small patches 
of property as are common in other provinces. In Alsace, and on the 
Garonne, that is, on soils of such exuberant fertility as to demand no 

* Young pp. 322-4. t Ibid. p. 325. 

t Ibid. p. 357. § Ibid. p. 364. i] Ibid. p. 412^ 
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exertions, some small properties also are well cultivated. In Bdam, I 
passed through a region of little farmers, whose appearance, neatness, 
ease, and happiness charmed me ; it was what property alone could, on a 
small scale, cfTfect ; but these were by no means contemptibly small ; they 
are, as I judged by the distance from house to house, from 40 to 80 acres. 
Except these, and a very few other instances, I saw nothing lespcciable 
on small properties, except a most unremitting industr}\ Indeed, it is 
necessary to impress on the reader’s mind, that though the husbandry I 
met with, in a great variety of inJtances on little properties, was as bad 
as can well be conceived, yet the industry of the possessors was so con- 
spicuous, and so meritorious, that no commendations would be too great 
for it. It was sufficient to prove that property in land is, of all others, 
the most active instigator to severe and incessant labour. And this truth 
is of such force and extent, that I know no way so sure of carrying tillage 
to a mountain top, as by permitting the adjoining villagers to acquire it 
in property ; in fact, we see that in the mountains of Languedoc, etc., 
they have conveyed earth in baskets, on their backs, to form a soil wlicre 
nature had denied it.’ 

The experience, therefore, of this celebrated agriculturist, and apostle 
of /a grande culture^ may be said to be, that the effect of small properties, 
cultivated by peasant proprietors, is admirable, when they are not too 
small ; so small, namely, as not fully to occupy the time and attention of 
the family ; for he often complains, with great apparent reason, of the 
quantity of idle time which the peasantry had on their hands when the 
land was in very small portions, notwithstanding the ardour with which 
they toiled to improve their little patrimony, in every way which their 
knowledge or ingenuity could suggest. He recommends, accordingly, 
that a limit of subdivision should be fixed by law ; and this is by no 
means an indefensible proposition in countries, if such there are, where 
the morcelleincnt^ having already gone farther than the state of capital 
and the nature of the staple articles of cultivation render advisable, still 
continues progressive. That each peasant should have a patch of land, 
even in full property, if it is not sufficient to support him in comfort, is a 
system with all the disadvantages, and scarcely any of the benefits of 
small properties ; since he must either live in indigence on the produce 
of his land, or depend as habitually as if he had no landed possessions, 
on the wages of hired labour ; which, besides, if all the lands surrounding 
him arc held in a similar manner, he has little prospect of finding. The 
benefits of peasant properties are conditional upon their not being too 
much subdivided ; that is, upon their not being required to maintain too 
many persons, in proportion to the produce that can be raised from them 
by those persons. The question resolves itself, like most questions re- 
specting the condition of the labouring classes, into one of population. 
Are small pioperties S stimulus to undue multiplication, or a check to it? 


CHAPTER VII. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SAME SUBJECT, 

§ 1 . Before examining the influence of peasant properties on the 
ultimate economical interests of the labouring cla^, as determined by the 
increase of population, let us note the points respecting the moral and 
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social influence of tliat territorial arrangement, which may be looked upoft 
as established, either by the reason ''t the case, or by the facts and 
authoiuics cjlcJ in the preceding chapter. 

The reader new to the subject must have been struck with the powerful 
impression made u[)on all the witnesses to whom I have referred, by what 
a Swiss st.itisiical w liter calls the ‘almost supeihuman industry’ of 
peasint piopiietois On this point, at least, authorities are unanimous. 
Those wlio hri\c seen only one coiii|try of peasant piopeitics, ahvays 
think the inhabitants of that counliy the most industiious in the world 
'J'heie IS as little doubt among observers, wath what feature in the con- 
dition of the peasaniiy this pic-eminent industiy is connected. It is ‘the 
magic of pioperty’ which, in the woids of Arthur Young, ‘turns sand into 
gold.’ The idea of pioperty docs not, however, necessarily imply that 
there should be no rent, any moic th.in that there should be no taxes. It 
merely implies that the rent should be a fixed charge, not liable to be 
raised against the possessor by his owm improvements, or by the wall of a 
landloid A tenant at a quit rent is, to all inlenls and purposes, a pro- 
prietor ; a copylioldci is not less so than a fieeholcler. What is wanted 
IS peipetiiity of possession on fixed terms. ‘Give a man the secure 
possession of a blctdv lock, and he will turn it into a gaiden ; give him a 
nine ycais, lease of a garden, and be will convcit it into a desert.’ 

The details which have been cited, and those, still moie ininiUc, to be 
found in the same authorities, concerning the habitually elaborate system 
of cultuation, and the thousand devices of the peasant piopnctor for 
making c\eiy superfluous hour and odd moment instrumental to some 
incicasc in the futuie pioduce and value of the land, will explain what has 
been said in a prcMous chaptcii respecting the far larger gross pioduce 
which, w'lth anything like jiaiity of agricultuial knowdedge, is obtained, 
liom the same qu ihty of soil, on small farms, at least when they aie the 
property of the cultuator. The tieatise on ‘Flemish liusbandiy’ is 
especially insliucii\c lespecling the means by which untiring industry 
does moic than outweigh infeuority of resources, impeifcction of imple- 
ments, and ignoiancc of scientific theories. The peasant cultivation of 
Flandcis and Italy is affirmed to produce heavier ciops, in equal circum- 
stances of soil, than the best cultivated distiicts of Scotland and England. 
It produces them, no doubt, with an amount of labour which, if paid for 
by an cmjjloyer, w^ould make the cost to him more than equivalent to the 
benefit , but to the peasant it is not cost, it is the devotion of time which 
he can spare, to a favounte pursuit, if we should not rather say a ruling 
passion J 

* ‘ /uts^ ulu'nucmchhche Dei Canton SchalThausen (ut supra) p 53, 

t Supra, biiok 1 ch i\. § 4 . 

X Read the graphic description of the hiblorian Mich61et, of the feelings of a 
peasant proprietor towards his land. 

‘ Si nous vouluns connaUre la pcnsec intime, la passion du pa}san de France, 
ccla fort aise. Promcnons-nous le dimanche dans la campagne, suivons-le. Lie 
voila (]ui s’eii va la-bas dev ant nous. II cst deux heures ; sa femme est k vepres ; 
il est enchmanchc ; je leponds qu’il va voir sa raaltresse. 

‘Quelle niaitrcsse? sa Icrre. 

‘Je ne dis pas qii’il y aille lout droit.^ Non, il est lihre ce jour-li, il cst maitre 
d’y aller ou de n’y pas alien N’y va-t-il pas assez tous les jours de la semaine? 
Aussi, A se detourne, il \q aillcurs, il a affaire ailleurs. Et pourtant. il y va. 

* Il est vrai qu’il passait bien pres ; e’etait une occasion. Il la regarde, maia 
apparernment il n’y entrera pas ; qu’y fcrait il ?— Et pourtant il y entre. 
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§ 2. Another aspect of peasant properties, in which it is essential that 
they should be considered, is that of an instrument of populai educaiion. 
It IS difficult to imagine what theory of education that can be, which can 
attach no importance to such an instrument Books and schooling aie 
absolutely necessary to education ; but not all sufficient. The mental 
facullics will be most de\eloped wheie they aie most exercised, and 
what gives more exercise to them than the having* a multitude of interests, 
none of which can be neglected, and|\vhich can be provided for only by 
varied efforts of will and intelligence r Some of the dispaiageis of small 
properties lay great stiess on the cares and anxieties which beset the 
peasant piopiietorof the Rhmclmd or Flanders. It is piecisely those 
caies and anxieties which tend to make him a superior being to an 
English day labouicr. It is, to be suic, lathcr abusing the privilege 
of fair argument to repiescnl the condition of a day labouier as not an 
anxious one. 1 can conceive no circumstances m which he is free from 
anxiety where theie is a possibility of being out of employment : unless 
he has access to a profuse dispensation of parish pay, and no shame 
or reluctance m demanding it . then indeed he may leel w'lth the old 
doggiel, 

Hang sorrow, cast away care, 

The pariah is bound to find us. 

But unless so shielded, the day labourer has, m the existing stale of 
society and population, many of the anxieties which ha\c not an in- 
vigorating effect on the mind, and none of those which ha\e. The 
position of the peasant propi ictor of b landers is the re\eise. brom the 
anxiety which chills and paial>ses— the uncertainty of having food to eat 
— few peisoiis are more exempt it recjuiies as raic a concurrence of 
circumstances as the potato failiiic combined with a universal bad 
harvest, to bung him within leach of that d.mgci His anxieties arc the 
oidinaiy vicissitudes of and /csj , his caics aic that he takes his 
fair shaie of the business of life ; that he is a free human being, and not 
perpetually a child, which seems to be the appiovcd condition of the 
labouiing classes accoiding to the pi c\ ailing philantbiopy. He is no 
* longer a being of a diffeient order from the middle classes ; he has 
puisuits and objects like those which occupy them, and give to their 
intellects the greatest part of the cultivation which they receive. If there 
is a first piinciple in intellectual education, it is this— that the discipline 
which docs good to the mind is that in which the mind is active, not that 
in w'hich it is passive. The scciet for developing the facullics is to give 
them much to do, and much inducement to do it Few things suipass in 
this respect the occupations and mtciests cieated by the ownership and 
cultivation of land. Thij detiacts nothing fiom the impoitancc, and even 

‘Du moins, il est probable qu’il ny travaillera pas ; il est enclimanchc ; il a 
blouse et chemise blaiich*es. — Ricn n’empechc cepcnclant d otcr quelque mauvaise 
herbe, cle rejeter cette pierrc II y a bien encore cette souche qui gene, niais il n’a 
pas sa pioche, se sera pour demain. 

‘Alors, il croise ses bras et s’ancte, regarde, serieux, soucieux. II regarde long- 
temps, Ires-loiigtemps et semble s’oublicr. A la fin, s’ll sc crojt obscive, s’ll 
appcr9oit un passant, il s’eloignc a pas lents. A t rente pas encore, il s’arrCie, se 
retourne, cl jeite sur sa terre un dernier rcgaid, icgard profond et sombre ; mais 
pour qui salt bien voir, il est tout passionnc, cc regard, t^ut dc ca’ur, plein de 
devotion.^ TVw//^, par J. Michelet, ire partie, cli. i. 
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necessity, of other kinds of mental cultivation. The possession of property 
will not prevent the peasant from bein^ coarse, selfish, and narrow- 
minded. These things depend on other influences, and other kinds of 
instruction. But this great stimulus to one kind of mental activity, in no 
way impedes any other means of intellectual development. On the 
contrary, by cultivating the habit of turning to practical use every frag- 
ment of knowledge acquiied. it helps to render that schooling and reading 
fruitful, which without some such auxiliary influence are in too many cases 
like seed thrown on a rock. ^ 

§ 3, It is not to the intelligence alone, that the situation of a peasant 
proprietor is full of improving influences. It is no less propitious to the 
moral virtues of prudence, temperance, and self-control. The labourer 
who possesses property, * whether he can read and write, or not, has,’ as 
Mr. Laing remarks,* ‘ an educated mind : he has forethought, caution, 
and reflection guiding every action ; he knows the value of restraint, and 
is in the constant habitual practice of it.’ It is remarkable how this 
general proposition is borne out by the character of the rural population 
m almost every civilized country where peasant properties are frequent. 
Day-labourers, where the labouring class mainly consists of them, aie 
usually improvident : they spend carelessly to the full extent of their 
means, and let the future shift for itself. This is so notorious, that many 
persons otherwise well aflected to the labouring classes, hold it as a fixed 
opinion, that an increase of wages would do them little good, unless 
accompanied by at least a con espondmg improvement in their tastes and 
habits. The tendency of peasant proprietors, and of those who hope to 
become proprietors, is to the contrary extreme ; to take even too much 
thought for the morrow. They are oftener accused of penuriousness than 
of prodigality. They deny themselves reasonable indulgences, and live 
wretchedly in order to economize. In Switzerland, almost everybody 
saves, who has any means of saving ; the case of the Flemish farmers I 
have already noticed : among the French, though a pleasure-loving, and 
reputed to be a self-indulgent people, the spirit of thrift is diffused 
through the rural population in a manner most gratifying as a whole, and 
which in individual instances errs rather on the side of excess than defect. 
Among those who, from the hovels in w'hich they live, and the herbs and 
roots which constitute their diet, are mistaken by travellers for proofs and 
specimens of general indigence, there are numbers who have hoards in 
leathern bags, consisting of sums in five franc pieces, which they keep by 
them perhaps a whole generation, unless brought out to be expended in 
their most cherished gratification— the purchase of land. If there is a 
moral inconvenience attached to a state of society in which the peasantry 
have land, it is the danger of their being too careful of their pecuniary 
concerns ; of its making them crafty and ‘ calculajing ’ in the objectionable 
sense. The French peasant is no simple countryman, no downright 
‘ paysan du Danube both in fact and in fiction he is now * Ic rusd 
paysan.* That is the stage which he has reached in the progressive 
development which the constitution of things has imposed on human 
intelligence and human emancipation. But some excess in this direction 
is a small and a passing evil compared with recklessness and improvi- 
dence in the labouring classes, and a cheap price to pay for the inesti- 
mable worth of the virtue of self-dependence, as the geneial characteristic 


* Residence in Norway^ p. 20. 
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of a people : a virtue which is one of the first conditions of excellence in 
a human character— the stock on which if the other virtues are not grafted, 
they have seldom any firm root ; a quality indispensable in the case of a 
labouring class, even to any tolerable degree of physical comfort ; and by 
which the peasantry of France, and of most European countries of peasant 
proprietors, are distinguished beyond any other labouring population. 

§ 4. Is it likely, that a state of economical relations so conducive to 
frugality and prudence in every othe/ respect, should be prejudicial to it 
in the cardinal point of increase of population? That it is so, is the 
opinion expressed by most of those English political economists who have 
written anything about the matter. Mr. M‘Culloch’s opinion is well 
known. Mr. Jones affirms,* that ‘a peasant population, raising their own 
wages from the soil, and consuming them in kind, are universally acted 
upon very feebly by internal checks, or by motives disposing them to 
restraint. The consequence is, that unless some external cause, quite 
independent of their will, forces such peasant cultivators to slacken their 
rate of increase, they will, in a limited territory, very rapidly approach a 
state of want and penury, and will be stopped at last only by the physical 
impossibility of procuring subsistence.* He elsewhere t speaks of such a 
peasantry as ‘exactly in the condition in which the animal disposition to 
increase their numbers is checked by the fewest of those balancing 
motives and desires which regulate the increase of superior ranks or 
more civilized people.* The ‘causes of this peculiarity,* Mr. Jones 
promises to point out in a subsequent lyorkj which has never yet made 
Its appearance. I am totally unable to conjecture from what theory of 
human nature, and of the motives which influence human conduct, he 
will derive them. Arthur Young assumes the same ‘peculiarity* as a 
fact ; but, although not much in the habit of qualifying his opinions, he 
does not push his doctrine to so violent an extreme as Mr. Jones ; having, 
as we have seen, himself testified to various instances in which peasant 
populations, such as Mr. Jones speaks of, were not tending to ‘a state of 
want and penury,* and were in no danger whatever of coming in contact 
with ‘ physical impossibility of procuring subsistence.* 

That there should be discrepancy of experience on this matter, is easily 
to be accounted for. Whether the labouring people live by land or by 
wages, they have always hitherto multiplied up to the limit set by their 
habitual standard of comfort. When that standard was low, not exceeding 
a scanty subsistence, the size of properties, as well as the rate of wages, 
has been kept down to what would barely support life. Extremely low 
ideas of what is necessaiy for subsistence, are perfectly compatible with 
peasant properties ; and if a people have always been used to poverty, 
and habit has reconciled them to it, there will be over-population, and 
excessive subdivision o&land. But this is not to the purpose. The true 
question is, supposing a peasantry to possess land 'not insufficient but 
sufficient for their comfortable support, are they more, or less, likely to 
fall from this state of comfort through improvident multiplication, than if 
they were living in an equally comfortable manner as hiicd labouicrs? 
All d priori considerations are in favour of their being less likely. The 
dependence of wages on population is a matter of speculation and dis- 
cussion. That wages would fail if population were much increased, is 

* Essay on the Distribution of Wealth, tf. 146. 

t Ibid. p. 68. 
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often a matter of real doubt, and always a thing which requires some 
exercise of the icflecting faculty for its intelligent lecognition But every 
peasant can satisfy himself, from evidence \\hich he can fully appreciate, 
whether his piece of land can be made to support several families in the 
same comfort in winch it supports one Few' people like to leave to their 
childien a worse lot in life than their own The parent w'ho has land to 
leave, is perfectly able to judge whether the children can live upon it or 
not: but people who are suppoitcd^by wages, see no reason why their 
sons should be unable to suppoit themselves m the same w’ay, and trust 
accoidingly to chance. ‘ In even the most useful and necessary arts and 
manufactures,* says Mr. Laing,* ‘the demand for labourers is not a seen, 
known, steady, and appreciable demand : but it is so m husbandly * under 
small properties. ‘The labour to be done, the subsistence that labour 
will produce out of his portion of land, aie seen and knowm elements m a 
man’s calculation upon his means of subsistence. Can his square of land, 
or can it not, subsist a family? Can he marry, or not? lire questions 
which every man can answer without delay, doubt, or speculation It is 
the depending on chance, w'hcre judgment has nothing clearly set before 
It, that causes reckless, improvident marriages m the lower, as in the 
higher classes, and pioduics among us the evils of over-population ; and 
chance necessarily enters into every man’s calculations, when certainty is 
remoxed altogether; as it is, where ceitain subsistence is, by our distribu- 
tion of propel ly, the lot of but a small portion instead of about tw'O-thirds 
of llie people * 

There ne\er has been a winter more keenly sensible of the evils brought 
upon the labouring classes by excess of population, than Sismondi, and 
this IS one of the grounds of bis earnest advocacy of peasant properties, 
lie had ample opportunity, in more countries than one, for judging of 
their effect on population. Let us see his testimony. ‘ In the countries 
m which cultivation by small proprietors still continues, population 
mci cases regularly and rapidly until it has attained its natural limits : 
that IS to say, inheritances continue to be divided and subdivided among 
several sons, as long as, by an increase of labour, each family can extract 
an equal income from a smaller portion of land. A father who possessed 
a vast extent of natural pasture, divides it among his sons, and they turn 
It into fields and meadow's ; his sons divide it among their sons, who 
abolish fallows * each improvement in agricultural knowledge admits of 
another step in the subdivision of propeity. But there is no danger lest 
the proprietor should bring up his children to make beggars of them. 
He knows exactly what inheritance he has to leave them ; he knows that 
the law will divide it equally among them ; he sees the limit beyond 
w'hicli this division would make them descend from the rank which he 
has himself filled, and a just family pride, comifion to the peasant and to 
the nobleman, makes him abstain from summoning into life children for 
whom he cannot propeily provide If more are borti, at least they do not 
many, or they agree among^ themselves, which of several brothers shall 
peipetuate the family. It is not found that m the Swiss Cantons the 
patiimonics of the peasants are ever so divided as to reduce them below 
an honourable competence, although the habit of foreign service, by 
opening to the children a career indefinite and uncalculable, sometimes 
calls forth a superabundant populalion.’f 

* Notes of a 7 ravcUcry p 46. 
f Nouveaux PrtnapeSy book lii, ch. ji 
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There is similar testimony respecting Norway. Though there is no 
law or custom of primogeniture, and no manufactures to lake off a surplus 
population, the subdivision of property is not earned to an injurious 
extent. ‘The division of the land among children,’ says Mr Laing* 
‘appears not, during the thousand ycais it has been m operation, to ha\e 
had the effect of i educing the landed properties to the niinimum size that 
will baiely support human existence. I have counted from five-and- 
twenty to foity cows n])nu faims, fcnd that in a country in which the 
fanner must, for at least seven months in the )ear, have winter provender 
and houses provided for all the cattle. It is evident that some cause or 
other, operating on aggregation of landed property, counteiacts the 
dividing effects of partition among children. That cause can be no other 
than what I have long conjcctuicd would be effective in such a social 
arrangement ; viz., that in a countiy where land is held, not in tenancy 
merely, as in Ireland, but in full ownership. Us aggregation by the deaths 
of co-heiis, and by the mariiages of the female heirs among the body of 
landholders, will balance its subdivision by the equal succession of 
childien. The whole mass of property will, 1 conceive, be found in such 
a state of society to consist of as many estates of the class of 1,000/ , as 
many of 100/, as many of 10/, a year, at one penod as at another’ 
That this should happen, supposes diffused through society a vciy 
efficacious prudential check to population, and it is reasonable to gi\e 
part of the credit of this prudential restraint to the peculiar adaptation of 
the peasant-propiictary system for foslelmg it. 

But the experience wdiich most decidedly contradicts the asserted 
tenclency of peasant proprietorship to produce excess of population, is the 
case of France. In that counti7 the experiment is ncu tiied m the most 
favourable circumstances, a large proportion of the properties being loo 
small The number of landed propiielois m France is not exactly ascer- 
tained, but on no estimate does it fall much shoit of five millions ; which, 
on the lowest calculation of the number of persons to a family (and for 
France it ought to be .1 low calculation), shows much more than half the 
population as either possessing, or entitled to inherit, landed property. 
A majority of the propeitics aie so small as not to afford a subsistence to 
the proprietors, of whom, according to some computations, as many as 
three millions are obliged to eke out their means of support either by 
woiking for hire, or by taking additional land, geneially on metaver 
tenure. When the property possessed is not sufficient to reliexe the 
possessor from dependence on wages, the condition of a proprietor loses 
much of its characteristic efficacy as a check to over-population : and if 
the prediction so often made in England had been realized, and hiancc 
had become a ‘pauper wanen,’ the experiment w'ould have proved 
nothing against the tendencies of the same system of ag-ricultiiral 
economy m other circumstances But what is the fact ^ That the rate 
of inciease of the fiench population is the slowest in Europe. Dining 
the generation which the Revolution laiscd fioin the exticine of hopeless 
wretchedness to sudden abundance, a great increase of population took 
place But a generation has grown up, which, ha\ing been born in 
impiovcd circumstances, has not leaint to be miserable , and upon them 
the spirit of thrift operates most conspicuously, in keeping the increase of 
population within the increase of national w'caltli. ^In a table, drawn up 


* Resitience in Nonvay, p. i 8 . 
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by Professor Rau,* of the rate of annual increase of the populations of 
various countries, that of France, from 1817 to 1827, is stated at ^'^^j^^y'per 
cent., that of England during a similar decennial period being 
annually, and that of the United Stales nearly 3. According to the 
official returns as analyzed by M. Legoyt,t the increase of the population, 
which from 1801 to 1806 was at the rate of i'28 per cent, annually, 
averaged only 0*47 per cent, from i8c6 to 1831 ; from 1831 to 1836 it 
averaged o*6o per cent., from 1836 tc/ 1841, 041 per cent, and fiom 1841 
to 1846, 0*68 per cent, ; but M. Legoyt is of opinion that the population 
was understated in 1841, and the increase between that time and 1846 

* The following is the table (see p. 168 of the Belgian translation of ^I. Rail’s 


large work) ; 

Per cent. 


Per cent. 

United States 

1820-30 

... 2*92 

Scotland . 


Hungary (according 

to Rohrer) 2*40 

Saxony .... 

1815-30 . i-is 

England 

1811-21 

•78 

Baden 

...1820-30 (Ileunisch) 1*13 

1821-31 

... *60 

Bavaria . .. 

1814-28 ., I 08 

Austria (Rohrer) 

... ‘30 

Naples 

1814-24 .. 0*83 

Prussia 

1816-27 

• • 54 

France . 

.. 1817-27 (Mathieu) 0*63 

>1 

1S20-30 

•• *37 

and more 

lecently (Moreau de 

j» 

Netherlands . 

1S21-31 

1821-28 

•27 
. 28 

Jonnes) . 

0*55 


But the number given by Moreau de Jonnes, he adds, is not entitled to implicit 
confidence. 

The following table given by M. Quetelet {Suf t Homme et le Developpemcnt de 
ses Pacultis, vol. i. ch. 7), also on the authority of Ran, contains additional matter, 
and differs in some items from the preceding, probably from the author’s having 
taken, in those cases, an average of different years ; 

Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 

Ireland 2*45 Rhenish Prussia ... 1*33 Naples 083 

Hungary 2*40 Austria 1*30 France 063 

Spain I 66 Bavaria I 08 Sweden 0*58 

England 1 65 Netherlands o 94 Lombardy 0*45 


A recent and very carefully prepared statement, by M. Legoyt, in the Jownai 
des Econonnsies for May, 1847, which brings up the results for France to the census 
of the preceding year 1846, is summed up in the following table : 



, According 
to the 

According to 
the excess of 
births over 


According 
to the 

According to 
the excess of 
births over 


census. 

deaths. 


census. 

deaths. 


per cent. 

per cent. 


per cent. 

per cent. 

Sweden 

083 

114 

Wurtemberg... 

0 01 1 

1*00 

Norway 

1'36 

1-30 

Holland .. . 

0*90 

1-03 

Denmark 

... 

0*95 

Belgium 

, . 

076 

Russia 

... 

0'6i 

Sardinia 

I -08 

••• 

Austria ......... 

0*85 

090 

Great Britain 

) 


Prussia 

1*84 

ri8 

(exclusive of 

\ I 95 

1*00 

Saxony 

1*45 

0*90 

Ireland) 


Hanover 


0*85 

France 

^ 068 

0*50 

Bavaria 


071 

United States 

3*27 


t Journal des Etommistes for March and May, 1847. 
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consequently overstated, and that the real increase during the whole 
period was something intermediate between the last two averages, or not 
much more than one in two hundred. Even this slo\y increase is wholly 
the effect of a diminution of deaths ; the number of births not increasing 
at all, while the proportion of the births to the population is constantly 
diminishing.* This slow growth of the numbers of the people, while 
capital increases much more rapidly, has caused a noticeable improve- 
ment in the condition of the labouring class. The circumstances of that 
portion of the class who are landed proprietors are not easily ascertained 
with precision, being of course extremely variable ; but the mere labourers, 
who derived no direct benefit from the changes in landed property which 
took place at the Revolution, have unquestionably much iinproved in 
condition since that period. f M. Rau testifies to a similar fact in the case 
* The following are the numbers : 

i I 98 ., 9 .tb.lng.in 3 no 

„ 1829 to 1833 „ 965 . 444 » II I in 34*00 „ 

„ 1834 to 1838 „ 972,993. •• * in 34 ’39 » 

M 1839 to 1843 If 970.617, „ 11035*27 „ 

1844 & 1845 II 983,573. I in 35*58 

In the last two years the births, according to M. Legoyt, were swelled by the 
efiects of a considerable immigration. ‘ Cette diminution des naissances,’ he ob- 
serves, “ en presence d’un accroissement constant, quoique peu rapide,de la popu- 
lation generale et des manages, nc pent etfe attriliuc qu*aux progres de I’esprit 
d’ordre et de prevision dans les families. C'est d’ailleurs la consequence prevue de 
nos institutions civiles et sociales, qui, en amenant chaque jour une plus grande 
subdivision de la fortune territoriale et mobiliere de la France, devcloppent ausem 
des populations les instincts de conservation et de bienetre.* 

In four departments, among which are two of the most thriving in Normandy, the 
deaths actually exceed the births. 

+ ‘ Les classes de notre population qui n’ont que leur salaire, cclles qui, par celte 
raison, sont les plus exposees k Tindigence, sont aujourd’hui beaucoup mieux pour- 
vues des ob|ets necessaires ^ la nourriture, au logement et au vetement, qu’elles ne 
I’elaient au commencement du siecle. . • . On peut appuyer [ce fail] du ttfmoi- 
gnage de toutes les personnes qui ont souvenir de la premiere des epoques comparecs. 
. . . S*il restait des doutes k cet egard, on pourrait facilement les dissiper en con- 
sultant les anciens cultivateurs et les anciens ouvners, ainsi oue nous Tavons fait 
nous-mtmes dans diverses localites, sans rencontrer un soul temoignage conlradic- 
toire ; on peut invoquer au'isi Ics renseignemens reciicillis k ce siijet par un obser- 
vateiir exact, M. Villerme (Tahleati dc VEtai Physique et Moral des Ouvners^ 
hv. ii. ch I.) — ’From an intelligent work published in 1846, Kkhcirhes sur les 
Causes de V Indigence^ par A. Clement, pp. 84-5. The same writer speaks (p. 118) 
of * la hausse considerable qui s’est manifestee depuis 1789 dans le taux du salaire 
de nos cultivateurs journaliers and adds the following evidence of a higher 
standard of habitual requirements, even in that portion of the town population, the 
state of which is usualbr represented as most deplorable. ‘ Depuis quinze a vingt 
ans, un changement considerable s’est manifcste dans les habitudes des ouvners de 
nos villes manufacturiferes : ils depensent aujourd’hui beaucoup plus que par le 
pass^ pour le vetement et la parure. • . • Les ouvners de certaines classes, tcls que 
les anciens camits de Lyon,’ (according to all rr presentations, like their counter- 
part, our handloom weavers, the very worst paid class of artizans,) ‘ ne se montrent 
plus comme autrefois couverls de sales haillons.* (Page 164.) Much strongei 
statements to the same effect are found in the recent work ‘On Property,* by M. 
Thiers ; but as that work is w^ntten to make out a ca 5 fe, and overstates nearly 
every argument which the subject affords, I do not venture to rely implicitly on iti 
statements, even m matters of fact. 
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of another country in which the* subdivision of the land is really exces- 
sive ; the Palatinate * 

I am not awaie of a single authentic instance which supports the 
assertion that lapid multiplication is promoted by peasant properties. 
Instances may undoubtedly be cited of its not being prevented by them, 
and one of the pi incipal of these is Belgium ; the prospects of which, in 
respect to population, are at piescnt a matter of considerable uncertainty. 
Belgium has the most rapidly increifsing population on the Continent ; 
and when the circumstances of the countiy rcquiie, as they must soon do, 
that this rapidity should be checked, there will be a considerable strength 
of existing habit to be broken thiough. One of the unfavourable circum- 
stances IS the great power possessed over the minds of the people by the 
Catholic priesthood, whose influence iseveiywherc strongly cxeited against 
restraining population. As yet, however, it must be lemembered that the 
indefatigable indiistiy and great agricultuial skill of the people have 
rendered the existing rapidpy of incicasc practically innocuous ; the great 
number of large estates still undivided aflbrdmg, by their gradual dis- 
membeiment, a resource for the necessary augmentation of the gioss 
produce ; and there aic, besides, many large manufacturing towns, and 
mining and coal districts, which attract and employ a considerable portion 
of the annual incieasc of population. 

§ 5. But even where peasant properties are accompanied by an excess 
of numbers, this evil is not ncccssaiily attended with the additional 
economical disadvantage of too great a subdivision of the land. It does 
not follow because Lindad proper /y is minutely divided, that y^r/;/rwill be 
so. As large properties are perfectly compatible with small farms, so are 
small propel tics with farms of an adequate size ; and a subdivision of 
occupancy is not an inevitable consequence of even undue multiplication 
among peasant pioprictors. As might be expected from their admirable 
intelligence in things iclating to their occupation, the hleniish peasantry 
have long leaint this lesson ‘ The habit of not cluiding piopcities,’ says 
M Rau,t ‘and the opinion that this is advant.igcous, have been so com- 
pletely p'Cber\ed in Flandeis, that even now, when a peasant dies leaving 
several chddien, they do not think of dividing his patrimony, though it be 
neither entailed nor settled m trust , they prefer selling it entire, and 
sharing the proceeds, considering it as a jewel which loses its value when 
It is divided.' That the same feeling must prevail widely even in France, 

* In his little book on the Agriculture of the Palatinate, already cited. lie 
says that the daily wages of labour, which during the last years of the war were 
unusually high, and so continued until 1817, afterwards sank to a low'er money- 
mte, but that the prices of many commodities having fallen in a still greater pro- 
poition, the condition of the people w'as unequivocally qnproved. The food given 
to farm labourers by tlteir employers has also greatly improved in quantity and 
quality. * Sie heutigen Tages bcdeulcnd besser ist, als vor ungefahr 40 Jahren, 
wo das Gesindc weniger hleisch und Mchlspeiscn, keinen Rase zum Brote u. dgl. 
erhielt ’ (p. 20) ‘ Such an increase of wages * (adds the Professor) ‘ which must 

be estimated not in money, but in the quantity of necessaries and conveniences 
which the labourer is enabled to procure, is by universal admission a proof that 
the mass of capital must have increased,’ It pioves not only this, but also that 
the labouring population has not inci cased m an ccpial degree; and that in this 
instance as well as in France, the morcellement of the land, even when excessive, 
has been compatible wiAi a strengthening of the prudential checks to population. 

t Page 334 of the Brussels translation, lie cites as an authority, Schwer% 
l^iidwrthschapluhe i. 185. 
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is shown by the great frequency of sales of land, amounting in ten years 
to a fourth part of the whole soil of the country and M. ]\'issy, in his 
tract ‘On the Changes in the Agricultural Condition of the Department 
of the Eure since the year 1800,’* states other facts tending to the same 
conclusion. ‘ The example,* says he, ‘of this department fittesls that tlierc 
does not exist, as some writers have imagined, between the distribution 
of property and that of cultivation, a connexion which tends invincibly to 
assimilate them. In no portion of it have changes of ownership had a 
perceptible influence on the size of holdings While, m districts of small 
farming, lands belonging to the same owner are ordinarily distiibuted 
among many tenants, so neither is it uncommon, in places whcie the 
grande culture picvails, for the same fanner to rent the lands of scveial 
proprietors. In the plains of Vexin, in particular, many active and iich 
cultivators do not content themselves with a single faim ; otheis add to 
the lands of their principal holding, all those in the ncighbouihood which 
they are able to hire, and in this manner make up a total extent which in 
some cases reaches or exceeds two hundred hectaies* (fuc bundled 
English acies) ‘The more the estates are dismembcMcd, the moie 
frequent do this sort of arrangements become ; and as they conduce to 
the interest of all concerned, it is probable that time will coniiiin them.* 

Undue subdivision, and excessive smallness of holdings, aie un- 
doubtedly a pievalent evil in some countries of peasant propiietors, and 
particularly in parts of Germany and P'rance The governments of 
Havana and Nassau have thought it ifecessary to impose a legal limit to 
subdivision, and the Prussian Government unsuccessfully proposed the 
same measure to the States of its Rhenish Provinces. But 1 do not think 
it will anyvvheio be found that the petite culture is the system of the 
peasants, and ihe grande culture that of the gi cat landlords, on the 
contrary, w-herever the small properties aic divided among too many 
proprietors, I believe it to be tiuc that the laige propeities .ilso aie par- 
celled out among too many farmers, and that the cause is the same in 
both cases, a backwMid state of capital, skill, and agncAiltiiial entcijnise. 
Theie is leason to believe that the subdivision in P^iaiicc is not nioie 
excessive than is accounted fin by this cause ; that it is diminishing, not 
incieasing ; and that the tenor expicsscd in some quarters, at the jnogiess 
of the morccllcment^ is one of the most groundless of real or pietciulcd 

panics, t 

If peasant properties have any effect in promoting subdivision beyond 
the degree which coi responds to the agricultural practices of the country, 
and which is customary on its large estates, the cause must he in one of 
the salutary influences of the system ; the eminent degree in winch it 
piomoles providence jn the pait of those wlio, not being yet peasant ino- 
prietors, hope to become so. In England, where the labourer has no in- 
vestment for his sr^vings but the savings bank, and no position to whicli 
he can rise by any cxeicise of economy, except perhaps that of a petty 
shopkeeper, with its chances of bankiuptcy, ihcic is notliing at all re- 
sembling the intense spirit of thrift w^hich takes possession of one who, 
from being a day labourer, can raise himself by saving to the condition of 

* One of the important papers which have appealed m the Join mil dcs 
Economistes^ the monthly organ of the principal political economists of jMance, 
and doing great honour to their knowledge and abilit*s, M. Passy’s essay has 
been reprinted separately as a pamphlet. 

t See the Appendix to the present volum®, 
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a landed proprietor. According to almost all authorities, the real cause 
of the morcellement is the higher price which can be obtained for land by 
selling it to the peasantry, as an investment for their small accumulations, 
than by disposing of it entire to some rich purchaser who has no object 
but to live on its income \^ ithout improving it. The hope of obtaining 
such an investment is the most powerful of inducements, to those who are 
without land, to practise the industry, frjiigality, and self-restraint, on which 
their success m this object of rational ambition is dependent. In Flanders, 
according to Mr. Fauche, the British Consul at Ostend,* ‘farmers’ sons 
and those who have the means to become farmers ^\’ill delay their 
maniage until they get possession of a fami’ Once a farmer, the next 
object is to become a proprietor. ‘ The first thing a Dane does with his 
savings,’ says Mr, Browne, the Consul at Copenhagen, f *is to purchase a 
clock, then a horse and cow, w'hich he hires out, and which pays a good 
interest. Then his ambition is to become a petty proprietor, and this 
class of persons is better off than any in Denmark. Indeed, I know of no 
people in any country who have more easily within their reach all that is 
really necessary for life than this class, which is very large in comparison 
with that of labourers.’ 

As the result of this enquiry into the direct operation and indirect 
influences of peasant properties, I conceive it to be established, that there 
is no necessary connexion between this form of landed property and an 
imperfect state of the arts of produc*^ion ; that it is favourable in quite as 
many respects as it is unfavourable, to the most effective use of the 
powers of the soil ; that no other existing state of agricultural economy 
has so beneficial an effect on the industry, the intelligence, the frugality, and 
prudence of the population, nor tends on the whole so much to discourage 
an improvident increase of their numbers ; and that no other, therefoie, 
is on the whole so favourable, in the present state of their education, both 
to their moral and their physical welfare. Whether and in what these con- 
siderations admit of useful application to any of the practical questions 
of our time, will be considered in a future chapter. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF METAYERS. 

§ I. From the case in which the produce of land and labour belongs 
undividedly to the labourer, we proceed to the cases in which it is 
divided, but between two classes only, the labourers and the landowners ; 
the character of capitalist merging in the one or the other, as the case 
may be. It is possible indeed to conceive that there might be only two 
classes of persons to share the produce, and that a rlass of capitalists 
might be one of them ; the character of labourer and that of landowner 
being united to form the other. This might occur in two ways. The 
labourers, though owning the land, might let it to a tenant, and work 
under him as hired servants. But this arrangement, even in the very rare 
cases which could give rise to it, would not require any particular discus- 
sion, since it would not differ in any material respect from the threefold 

* In a communication to' the Commissioners of Poor Law Enquiry, p. 640 of 
their Foreign Communications, Appendix F to their First Report, 
t Ibid. 968, 
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system, of labourers, capitalists, and landlords. The other case Is the not 
uncommon one, in which a peasant propnetor owns and cultivates the 
land, but raises the little capital required, by a mortgage upon it. Neither 
does this case present any important peculiarity. There is but one pci- 
son, the peasant himself, who has any right or power of interference in 
the management. He pays a fixed annuity as interest to a capitalist, as 
he pays another fixed sum in taxes to the government. Without dwell- 
ing further on these cases, we pa*ss to those which do present marked 
features of peculiarity. 

When the two parties shaiing in the produce aie the labourer or 
labourers, and the landowner, it is not a very material circumstance in 
the case, which of the two furnishes the stock, or whether, as sometimes 
happens, they furnish it, in a determinate propoition, between them. The 
essential difference does not lie in this, but m another circumstance, 
namely, whether the division of the produce between the two is regulated 
by custom, or by competition. We will begin with the former case ; of 
which the metayer culture is the pnneipaJ, and in Europe almost the 
sole example. 

The principle of the metayer system is that the labourer, or peasant, 
makes his engagement directly with the landowner, and pays, not a fixed 
rent, either m money or in kind, but a ceitain propoition of the produce, 
or rather of what remains of the produce after deducting what is con- 
sidered necessary to keep up the stoclj;. The proportion is usually, as the 
name imports, one-half ; but in several districts in Italy it is two-thirds. 
Respecting the supply of stock, the custom varies from place to place : 
in some places the landlord furnishes the whole, in others half, in others 
some particular part, as for instance the cattle and seed, the labourer 
providing the implements.* * This connexion,^ says Sismondi, speaking 
chiefly of Tuscany, t Ms often the subject of a contract, to define certain 
services and certain occasional payments to which the metayer binds 
himself : nevertheless the differences in the obligations of one such con- 
tract and another are inconsiderable ; usage govems alike all these 
engagements, and supplies the stipulations which have not been expressed : 
and the landlord who attempted to depart from usage, who exacted more 
than his neighbour, who took for the basis of the agreement anything but 
the equal division of the crops, would render himself so odious, he would 

* In France, before the Revoliition, according to Arthur Young (i. 403) there 
was gri at local diversity in this respect. In Champagne, ‘ the landlord commonly 
finds half the cattle and half the seed, and the metayer, labour, implements, and 
taxes ; but in some districts the landlord bears a share of these. In Roussillon, 
the landlord pays half the taxes ; and in Guienne, from Auch to Fleuran, many 
landlords pay all. Nev Aguillon, on the Garonne, the metayers furnish half the 
cattle. At Nangis, in the Isle of France, I met with an agreement for the landlord 
to furnish live stoc^, implements, harness, and taxes ; the metayer found labour 
and his own capitation tax ; the landlord repaired the house and gates ; the metayer 
the windows; the landlord provided seed the first year, the metayer the 
last ; in the intervening years they supply half and half. In the Bourbonnois 
the landlord finds all sorts of live stock, yet the metayer sells, changes, and buys 
at his will ; the steward keeping an account of these mutations, foi the landlord 
has half the product of sales, and pays half the purchases.^ In Piedmont, he 
says, * the landlord commonly pays the taxes and repairs the buildings, and the 
tenant provides cattle, implements, and seed* (ii. iSi).s 

t Etudes sur I 'Ecouomie Politique^ 6me essai : De la Condition des Cultivateurs 
en Toscane. 



DISTRIBUTION^. • 


idi 

be so sure of not obtaining a metayer who was an honest man, thjjt the 
contract of all the metayers may be considered as identical, at least in 
each province, and never gives rise to any competition among peasants 
in seaich of employment, or any offer to cultivate the soil on cheaper 
terms than one another.’ To the same effect Chateauvieux,* sjieaking of 
the mctayeis of Piedmont. ‘ They consider it ’ (the fann) ‘ as a patrimony, 
and never think of renewing the lease, but go on from generation to 
geneiation, on the same terms, without wiitings or registries.’! 

§ 2. When the partition of the produce is a matter of fixed usage, not 
of vaiying convention, political economy has no laws of distribution to 
investigate. It has only to consider, as in the case of peasant pro- 
prietors, the effects of the system, first, on the condition of the 
peasantry, morally and physically, and secondly, on the efficiency of the 
labour. In both these particulars the metayer system has the charac- 
teristic advantages of peasant properties, but has them in a less degree. 
The metayer has less moti\e to exertion than the peasant proprietor, 
since only half the fiuits of his industiy, instead of the wdiolc, are his 
own. But he has a much stronger motive than a day labourer, who has 
no othei interest in the result ihan not to be dismissed. If the metayer 
cannot be turned out except for some violation of his contract, he has a 
stronger motive to e.xertion than any tenant-farmer who has not a lease. 
The metayer is at least his landlord’s partner, and a half- sharer in their 
joint gams. Where, too, the permanence of his tenure is guaranteed by 
custom, he acquires local attachments, and much of the feelings of a pro- 
prietor. I am supposing that this half produce is sufficient to yield him 
a comfortable support. Whether it is so, depends (m any given state of 
agriculture) on the degree of subdivision of the land ; which depends on 
the operation of the population principle. A multiplication of people, 
beyond the number that can be properly supported on the land or taken 
off by manufactures, is incident even to a peasant propiictary, and of 
course not less but rather more incident to a metayer population. The 
tendency, however, which we noticed in the pi oprietary system, to pro- 
mote prudence on this point, is in no small degree common to it with the 
metayer system. There, also, it is a matter of easy and exact calculation 
whether a family can be supported or not. If it is easy to see whether 
the owmci of the whole produce can increase the production so as to 
maintain a greater number of persons equally well, it is a not less simple 
problem whether the owner of half the produce can do so.J There is 

* letters fiom Italy I quote from Dr. Rigby’s translation (p. 22 ) 

! This virtual fixity of tenure is not, however, universal even in Italy ; and it is 
to its absence that Sismondi attributes the inferior condition of the metayers in 
some ])rovinres of Naples, in Lucca, and in the Riviera of Genoa ; where the 
landlords obtain a larger (though still a fixed) share of the produce. In thoae 
countries the cultivation is splendid, but the people wretchedly poor. ‘ The same 
misfortune would probably have befallen the people of Tuscany if public opinion 
did not protect the cultivator ; but a proprietor would not dare to impo>e con- 
ditions unusual in the country, and even in changing one metayer for another, he 
alters nothing in the terms of the engagement.* (Nouveaux Pnitcipes^ liv. 111. ch. 5.) 

A high authority among French political economists, M. Frederic Bastiat, 
affirms that even in France, incontestably the least favourable example of the 
metayer system, its effect yi repressing population is conspicuous. 

* Un fait bien constate, e’est que la tendance k une multiplication desordonnde 
se maiiifestc principalement au sein de cette classe d’hommes qui vit de salaires. 
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one check which this system seems to offer, over and above those held 
out even by the proprietary system ; there is a landlord, who may exeit a 
controlling power, by refusing his consent to a subdivision. 1 do not, 
however, attach great importance to this check, because the farm may be 
loaded with superfluous hands without being subdivided ; and because, 
so long tis the inciease of hands increases the gross produce, which is 
almost always the case, the landlord, who receives half the produce, is an 
immediate gainer, the inconvenience falling only on the labourers. 'J he 
landloid is no doubt liable in the end to siifler from their poveity, by 
beinjj forced to make advances to them, especially in bad seasons ; and a 
foresight of this ultimate inconvenience may operate beneficially on such 
landlords as prefer future security to present profit. 

The characteristic disadvantage of the metayer system is very fairly 
stated by Adam Smith. After pointing out that metayers ‘ have a plain 
interest that the whole produce should be as great as possible, in order 
that their own proportion may be so,* he continues,* ‘ it could nev er, 
however, be the interest of this species of cultivators to lay out, in the 
further improvement of the land, any part of the little stock which they 
might save from their own share of the produce, because the lord, w ho 
laid out nothing, was to get one-half of whatever it produced. The tithe, 
which is but a tenth of the produce, is found to be a very great 
hindrance to improvement. A tax, therefore, which amounted to one- 
half, must have been an effectual bar ip it. It might be the interest of a 
metayer to make the land produce as much as could be brought out of it 
by means of the stock furnished by the proprietor ; but it could never be 
his interest to mix any part of his own with it. In France, vihere five 
parts out of six of the whole kingdom are said to be still occupied by 
this species of cultivators, the proprietors complain that their metayers 
take every opportunity of employing the mastei^s cattle rather in carriage 
than m cultivation ; because in the one case they get the whole profits to 
themselves, in the other they share them with their landlord.* 

It IS indeed implied in the very nature of the tenure, that all improve- 
ments which require expenditure of capital must be made with the capital 
of the landloid. This, however, is essentially the case even in England, 
whenever the farmers are tenants-at-will : or (if Arthur Young is right) 
even on a ‘nine years’ lease.* If the landlord is willing to provide capital 
for improvements, the metayer has the strongest interest in promoting 
them, since half the benefit of them will aceme to himself. As, however, 
the perpetuity of tenure which, in the^ case w'hich we are discussing, he 


Cette prevoyance qui retarde les manages a sur elle peu d*empire, parce que les 
maux qui resultent dc rgxces de concurrence ne lui apparaissent que trb'Confusc- 
ment, et dans un lonuain en apparence peu redoutable. O’est done la circonstance 
la plus favorable pour un pays d’etre organise de maniere k exclure le salariat. 
Dans les pays de mdlairies, les mariages sont determines pnncipalcment par les 
besoms de la culture ; ils se multiphent quand, par quelque circonstance, les 
metaines offrent des vides nuisibles aux travaux ; ils se ralentissent quand les 
places sont remplies. lei, un etat de choses facile h. constatcr, savoir, le rapport 
entre Tetendue du domaine et le nombre des bras, opere comme la prevoyance et plus 
sQrement qu’elle. Aussi voyons-nous que si auciine circonstance n’lntervient pour 
ouvrir des debouches k une population surnumeraire, elle demeure stationnaire. 
Nos departements meridionaux en sont la preuve.’ — ConsSdsrations sur le Metayage, 
Journal des Economistes for February 1846. 

* Wealth of Nations^ book iii. ch. 2 . 
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enjoys by custom, renders his consent a necessary condition, ihe spirit 
of routine, and dislike of innovation, characteristic of an agricultural 
people when not corrected by education, are no douljt, as the advocates 
of the system seem to admit, a serious hindrance to improvement. 

§ 3. The metayer system has met with no mercy from English autho- 
rities. ‘ There is not one word to be said m favour of the practice,’ says 
Arthur Young,* ‘ and a thousand arguments that might be used against 
it The hard plea of necessity can alone be urged in its favour ; the 
poverty of the farmers being so great, that the landlord must stock the 
farm, or it could not be stocked at all : this is a most cruel burthen to a 
propnetor, who is thus obliged to run much of the hazard of farm ng in 
the most dangerous of ail methods, that of trusting his property absolutely 
in the hands of people who are generally ignorant, many careless, and 
some undoubtedly wicked. ... In this most miserable of all the modes 
of letting land, the defrauded landlord receives a contemptible rent ; the 
farmer is in the lowest state of poverty ; the land is miserably cultivated ; 
and the nation suffers as severely as the parties themselves. , . . Wher- 
cverf this system prevails, it may be taken for granted that a useless and 
miserable population is found. . . . Wherever the country (that I saw) is 
poor and un watered, in the Milanese, it is in the hands of metayers 
they are almost always in debt to their lanclloid for seed or food, and 
‘their condition is more wretched than that of a day labouier. , . . ThereJ 
are but few districts’ (in Italy) ‘where lands are let to the occupying 
tenant at a money-rent ; but wherever it is found, their crops are greater ; 
a clear proof of the imbecility of the metaying system.’ ‘ Wherever it * 
(the metaying system) ‘has been adopted,’ says Mr. M‘Culloch,§ ‘it has 
put a stop to all improvement, and has reduced the cultivators to the most 
abject poverty.’ Mr. Jonesjl shares the common opinion, and quotes 
Turgot and Destutt-Tracy in support of it. The impression, however, of 
all these writers (notwithstanding Arthur Young’s occasional references 
to Italy) seems to be chiefly derived from France, and P'rance before the 
Revolution.^f Now the situation of French metayers under the old 
rdgime by no means represents the typical form of the contract. It is 
essential to that form, that the proprietor pays all the taxes. But in 
France the exemption of the noblesse from direct taxation had led the 
Government to throw the whole burthen of their ever-increasing fiscal 
exactions upon the occupiers : and it is to these exactions that Turgot 
ascribed the extreme wretchedness of the metayers : a wretchedness in 

* Travels, vol. i. pp. 404-5. + Ibid. vol. ii. pp. 151-3. t Ibid. ii. p. 217. 

§ Principles of Political Economy, 3rd ed,, p. 471. 

11 Essay on the Distribution of Wealth, pp. 102-4. ^ 

if M. de Tracy is paTrtially an exception, inasmuch as his experience reaches 
lower down than the revolutionary period : but he admits (as Mr. Jones has 
himself stated in another place) that he is acquainted only with a limited district, 
of great subdivision and unfeitile soil. 

M. Passy is of opinion, that a P'rench peasantry must be in indigence and the 
country badly cultivated on a metayer system, because the proportion of the 
produce claimable by the landlord is too high ; it being only in more favourable 
climates that any land, not of the most exul^rant fertility, can pay half its gross 
produce in rent, and leave enough to peasant farmers to enable them to grow 
auccessfully the more ex{ftnsivc and valuable products of agriculture. {Syst^mes do 
Culture, p. 35.) This is an objection only to a particular numerical proportion, 
which is indeed the common one, but is not essential to the system. 
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some cases so excessive, that in Limousin and Angoumois (the provincei 
which he administered) they had seldom more, according to him, after 
deducting all burthens, than from twenty-five to thirty livres (20 to 24 
shillings) per head for their whole annual consumption : ‘je ne dis pas en 
argent, mais en comptant tout ce qu’ils consomment en nature sur ce 
qu’ils ont rdcolt^/* When we add that they had not the virtual fixity of 
tenure of the metayers of Italy, (‘in Limousin,’ says Arthur Young,t ‘ the 
metayers are considered as little better than menial servants, removable 
at pleasure, and obliged to conform in all things to the will of the land- 
lords ’) it is evident that their case affords no argument against the 
metayer system in its better form. A population who could call nothing 
their own, who, like the Irish cottiers, could not in any contingency be 
worse off, had nothing to restrain them from multiplying and subdividing 
the land until stopped by actual starvation. 

We shall find a very different picture, by the most accurate authorities, 
of the metayer cultivation of Italy. In the first place, as to subdivision. 
In Lombardy, according to Chateauvieux,J there are few farms which 
exceed sixty acres, and few which have less than ten. These farms are 
all occupied by metayers at half profit They invariably display ‘an 
extent II and a richness in buildings rarely known in any other country in 
Europe.’ Their plan ‘ affords the greatest room with the least extent of 
building ; is best adapted to arrange and secure the crop ; and is, at the 
same time, the most economical, and |he least exposed to accidents by 
fire.’ The court-yard ‘ exhibits a whole so regular and commodious, and 
a system of such care and good order, that our dirty and ill-arranged farms 
can convey no adequate idea of.’ The same description applies to Pied- 
mont. The rotation of crops is excellent. ‘ I should think|| no country 
can bring so large a portion of its produce to market as Piedmont.* 
Though the soil is not naturally very fertile, ‘ the number of cities is pro- 
digiously gieat’ The agriculture must, therefore, be eminently favourable 
to the net as well as to the gross produce of the land. ‘ Each plough works 
thirty- two acres in the season. . . . Nothing can be more perfect or 
neater than the hoeing and moulding up the maize, when in full growth, 
by a single plough, with a pair of oxen, without injury to a single plant, 
while all the needs are effectually destroyed.’ So much for agricultural 
skill. ‘ Nothing can be so excellent as the crop which precedes and that 
which follows It.’ The wheat ‘ is thrashed by a cylinder, drawn by a horse, 
and guided by a boy, while the labourers turn over the straw with forks. 
This process lasts nearly a fortnight ; it is quick and economical, and 
completely gets out the grain. ... In no part of the world are the 
economy and the management of the land better understood than in 
Piedmont, and this explains the phenomenon of its gp-eat population, and 
immense export of provisions.* All this under metayer cultivation. 

* See the ‘ Memoire sur la Surcharge des Impositions qu’eprouvait la Generality 
de Limoges, adresse au Conseil d’Etat en 1766,* pp. 260-304 of the fourth volume 
of Turgot’s Works. The occasional engagements of landlords (as mentioned by 
Arthur Young) to pay a part of the taxes, were, according to Turgot, of recent 
origin, under the compulsion of actual necessity. ‘ Le proprieiaire ne s’y preto 
qu’autant qu’il ne peut trouver de metayer autrement ; ainsi, meme dans ce c:^-l^, 
le metayer est toujours reduit k ce qu’il faut precisyment pour ne pas mourir de 
faim ’ (p. 275). • 

t Vol. i. p. 404. t Letters from Italy^ translated by Rigby, p. 

I Ibid. pp. 19, 2a II Ibid. pp. 24-31, 
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Of the valley of the Arno, in its whole extent, both above and below 
Florence, the same writer thus speaks * ‘ Forests of olive-trees covered 
the lower parts of the mountains, and by their foliage concealed an 
infinite number of small farms, which peopled these parts of the moun- 
tains ; chestnut-trees laised their heads on the higher slopes, their healthy 
verdure contrasting with the pale tint of the olive-trees, and spreading a 
brightness over this amphitheatre The road was bordered on each side 
with village-houses, not more than a hundred paces from each other. . . . 
Tkcy are placed at a little distance from the road, and separated from it 
by a wall, and a terrace of some feet in extent. On the wall are commonly 
placed many vases of antique forms, in which flowers, aloes, and young 
orange-trees are growing. The house itself is completely covered with 
\ ines . . . Before these houses we saw groups of peasant females dressed 
in white linen, silk corsets, and straw-hats ornamented with floweis. . . 
These houses being so near each other, it is evident that the land annexed 
to them must be small, and that property, m these valleys, must be very 
much divided : the extent of these domains being from three to ten acres. 
The land lies round the houses, and is di\ iclcd into fields by small canals, 
or rows of trees, some of which are mul berry tiees, but the greatest 
number poplars, the leaves of which are eaten by the cattle. Each tree 
supports a vine. . . . 'J'liesc divisions, arrayed in oblong squares, are 
large enough to be cultivated by a plough wolhoiit w'hccls, and a pair of 
oxen. There is a pair of them between ten or twelve of the farmers ; 
they employ them successively in *the cultivation of all the farms. . . . 
Almost every farm maintains a well-looking horse, which goes m a small 
tw'o-wheeled cart, neatly made, and painted red ; they serve for all the 
purposes of draught for the farm, and also to convey the farmer’s daughters 
to mass and to balls. Thus, on holidays, hundreds of these little carts 
are ‘-een flying in all diiections, carrying the young w'omen, decorated 
with flower-, and ribbons.’ 

This IS not a ])ictuic of poverty ; and so far as agriculture is cone erned, 
it etfcctiially redeems metayer cultivation, as existing m these countries, 
from the repioadie-s of English writers ; but with icspect to the (oiulilion 
of the cultivators, Chruc.uu icux’s testimony is, in some points, not so 
favourable ‘It ist neither the nalinal feitility of the soil, nor the 
abundance which strikes the eye of the traveller, which constitute the 
well-being of its inhabitants. It is the number of individuals among 
whom the total produce is divided, which fixes the jiortion that each is 
enabled to enjoy Hcic it is very small. I have thus far, indeed, exhibited 
a delightful country, well watered, fertile, and covered with a pcipctual 
vegetation ; I have shown it divided into countless mclosuics, w'hicb, like 
so many beds m a garden, display a thousand varying productions ; 1 
have shown, that to 'all these indosures are attached well-built houses, 
clothed with vines, and decorated with flowers ; but, on entering them, we 
find a total want of all the conveniences of life, a table more than fiugal, 
and a general appearance of privation’ Is not Chateauvieux here un- 
consciously contrasting the condition of the metayers with that of the 
farmers of other countries, when the proper standard with which to 
compare it is that of the agricultural day-labouiers ? 

Arthur Young says,t ‘ I was assured that these metayers are (especially 
near Florence) muchrat their ease ; that on holidays they arc dressed 

* Pp# 78-9. + Pp. 7 }'^> t Travels, vol. ii. p. 156, 
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remarkably well, and not without objects of luxury, as silver, gold, and 
silk ; and live well, on plenty of bread, wine, and legumes. In some 
instances this may possibly be the case, but the general fact is contrary. 
It IS absurd to think that metayers, upon such a farm as is cultivated by a 
pair of oven, can live .at their ease ; and a clear proof of iheir poverty is 
this, that the landlord, who provides half the live stock, is often obliged to 
lend the peasant money to procure his half. .... The met.ayers, not in 
the vicinity of the city, are so poor, that landlords even lend them com to 
cat : their food is black bread, made of a mixture with vetches ; and 
their drink is very little wine, mixed with water, and called aquarolle; 
meat on Sundays only ; their dress very ordinary.’ Mr. Jones admits the 
supei lor comfort of the metayers near Florence, and attributes it partly to 
straw-platting, by which the women of the peasantry can earn, according 
to Ch.iteauv icux,^ from fifteen to twenty pence a day. But even this 
fact tells in f.ivour of the metayer system ; for in those parts of England 
in which either straw-platting 01 lacc-making is c.irried on by the women 
andchildrenof thelabounng class, as in Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire, 
the condition of the class is not better, but rather worse than elsewhere, 
the wages of agricultuml labour being depressed by a full equivalent. 

In spite of Chateaiivicux’s sUtement respecting the pov^erty of the 
metayers, his opinion, in respect to Italy at least, is given in favour oY the 
system ‘ It occiipicsf and const.intly interests the proprietors, which is 
never the c.ase wMth great proprietors w ho lease their estates .at fixed rents. 
It establishes a community of inteiestS, and relations of kindness between 
the proprietors and the metayers ; a kindness which I have often 
witnessed, and from which lesult great adv^antages in the moral condition 
of society. The propiictor, under this system, always interested in the 
success of the crop, never refuses to make an advance upon it, which the 
land promises 10 repay with inleiest. It is by these advances, and by the 
hope thus mspiicd, that the rich piopnetors of land h.ave gradually per- 
fected the whole lural economy of It.ily. It is to them lh.it it owes the 
numerous systems of iriigation which water its soil, as also the establish- 
ment of the terrace cultuie on the hills . guidual but peimancnt improve- 
ments, whith common peasants, for want of means, could nevei have 
effected^ and which could never have been accomplished by the farmers, 
nor by the great proprietors who let tlicir estates at fixed rents, because 
they are not sufficiently interested. Thus the interested system forms of itself 
that alliance between the rich proprietor, whose means provide for the 
improvement of the culture, .and the metayer, whose care and labouis are 
directed, by a common inteiest, to make the most of these advances.’ 

But the testimony most fav ourable to the system is that of Sismondi, 
which has the adv.antage of being specific, and from accuiate knowledge ; 
hib inform.ation bein^not that of a traveller, but of a resident pioprictor, 
intimately acqu.ainted with riir.il life. His statements apply to 'luscany 
generally, and mdVe paiticularly to the Val di Nievole, in which his own 
piopeity lay, and which is noi within the supposed piivileged circle 
immediately loiind Florence. It is one of the clistiicts in which the size 
of faims appears to be the smallest. The following is his description of 
the dwellings and mode of life of the metayeis of that district { 

‘ Cette maison, bdtie en bonnes murailles d clnu\ et d ciinent, a tou- 

* Letters from Italy ^ p, 75. f Ibid. pp. 295-6. 

J Frorp his , Sixth Essay, formerly referred to. 
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jours au moins un ^tage, quclquefois deux, au-dessus dii rez-de-chauss(!e, 
Le plus souvent on trouvc h ce rez-dc-chaussde la cuisine, ime dtable pour 
deux b6tes h. come, et le magasin, qui prend son nom, tinaia^ des grandes 
cuves [tmi) ou Ton fait fermenter le vin, sans le soumettre au pressoir : 
c’est W encore que le mdtaycr enfermc sous cle scs tonneaux, son huile, et 
son bid Presque toujours il possdde encore un hangar appuyd contre la 
maison, pour qu’il puisse y travailler \ couvcrt h, raccominoder ses outils, 
ou k hacher le fourrage pour son bdtail. Au premier et au second dtage 
sont deux, trois, et souvent quatre chambres h lit ... La plus spacicuse 
et la mieux aerde de ces chambres est en gdneral destinde par le mdtayer, 
pendant les mois de Mai et de Juin, k {’education dcs vers k soie : de 
grands coflfres pour enfermer les habits et le linge. et quelques chaises de 
bois, sont les prmcipaux meubles de ccs chambics; mais une nouvelle 
dpouse y apporte toujours sa commode de bois de noycr. Les lits sont 
sans ndeaux, sans tour de lit ; mais sur chacun, outre un bon garde- 
paille rempli de la paille dlastique du bid de Turquie, on voit un ou deux 
matelas en lame, ou, chez les plus pauvres, en dtoupe, une bonne couver- 
ture piqude, des draps de forte toile de chanvre, ct sur le mcilleur lit de la 
famille, un tapis de bourre de soie qu’on dtale les jours de fete. II n’y a 
de chemmde qu’k la cuisine ; dans la meme pidce on troiive toujours la 
grande table de bois ou dine la famille, avec scs bancs ; le grand coffie, 
qui sert en mcme temps d armoiic pour conserver le pain ct les provisions, 
et de pdtrin ; un assoitiiiient assez romplet et fort peu couteiix de pots, de 
plats et d’assiettes en terre cuite ; une ou deux lanipes de laiton, un poids 
a la romaine, et au moms deux cruches cn cuivre rouge pour puiser et 
pour conserver Teau. Tout le linge et tous les habits de ti avail de la 
famille ont dtd filds par les femmes de la maison. Ces habits, tant pour 
les hommes que pour les femmes, sont de rdtoffe qu’ils nomment 
lana si elle est epaisse, mo/n si elle est Icg^re. La trame est un gros fil 
ou de chanvre ou d’etoupe, le remplissage est de laine ou de coton ; elle 
est teinte par les memos paysannes qui Font fil< 5 e. On se figurerait 
difficilement combien, par un travail assidu, les paysannes savent accu- 
muler et de toile et de 7 /iej:sa lana; combien de traps se trouvent au 
d( 5 p 6 t commun : combien chaque membre de la famille a de chemises, 
de vestes, de pantalons, de jupons, et de robes. Pour le faire 
comprendre, nous joignons en note une partie de Finventaire de la 
famille de paysans que nous connaissons le mieux ; elle n’est ni parmi les 
plus pauvres ni parmi les plus riches, et elle vit heuieuse par son travail 
sur la moitid des rdcoltes de moins de dix arpens de terre.* Cette dpouse 

* ‘ Inventaire du trousseau de Jeanne, fille de Valente Papini, k son manage 
avec Giovacchino Landi, le 29 Avril 1835, k Porta Vecchia, pres Pescia : 

* 28 chemises, 3 robes de bourre de soie en couleur, 4 robes de ileuret de soie en 
couleur, 7 rolxjs d’Indienne ou toile de coton, 2 robes de travail d’hiver {me%za 
lana\ 3 robes et jupons de travail d’etd (mola), 3 jupes blanch 'S, 5 tabhers de toile 
pcinte, I tablier de soie noir, 1 tablier de merinos noir, 9 tabhers de travail (mola) 
en couleur, 4 mouchoirs blancs, 8 mouchoirs en couleur, 3 mouchoirs de soie, 2 
voiles brodes et i voile de tulle, 3 essuie-mains, 14 panes de has, 2 chapeaux. Fun 
de feutre, Fautre de paille fine : 2 camees d’or, 2 boucles d’oreillcs cn or, i chapelet 
avec deux piastres romaines, i collier de corail avec sa croix d’er. . . . Toutes les 
dpouscs plus riches ont de plus ia veste di seta^ la grande robe de toilette, de soie, 
qu’elles ne portent que qinj^tre ou cmq fois dans leur vie. 

‘ Les hommes n’ont point de trousseaux : Fepoux en se mariant n’avait que 14 
chemises, et le reste en proportion. II n*a encore k present que 13 paires de draps, 
landis que dans la famille de sa femme il y cn a 30 paires.’ 
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avait eu 50 ^cus de dot, dont 20 payds comptant, et le reste k terme, k 2 
dcus par an nee. Udeu de Toscane vaut 6 francs. La dot la plus com- 
mune pour les paysannes, dans le reste de la Toscane ou Ics mdtaincs 
sont plus grancles, est de 100 ecus, 600 francs.* 

Is this poverty, or consistent with poverty? When a common, M. de 
Sismoncli even says t/ie common, marriage portion of a metayer’s 
daughter is £24 English money, equivalent to at least £$0 in Italy and in 
that rank of life ; when one whose dowry is only half that amount, has the 
trousseau just described, which is represented by Sismondi as a fair 
average ; must not the class be fully comparable, in general condition, to 
a large proportion even of capitalist farmers in other countries ? and in- 
comparably above the day labourers of any country, except a new colony, 
or the United States. Very little can be inferred, against such evidence, 
from a traveller’s impression of the poor quality of their food. Its unex- 
pensive character may be rather the effect of economy than of necessity. 
Costly feeding is not the favourite luxury of a southern people ; their diet, 
in all classes, is principally vegetable, and no peasantry on the Continent 
has the supeistition of the English labourer respecting white bread. But 
the nouri'^hment of the Tuscan peasant, according to Sismondi, ‘ is whole- 
some and various : its basis is an excellent wheaten bread, brown, but 
pure from bran and from all mixtnie.* ‘ Dans la maiivaise saison, il ne fait 
que deux repas par jour : k dix heuics du matin il mange sa pollenta, k 
I’entrcc de la nuit il mange la soupe, puis du pain avec qiiciqiie assaisonnc- 
ment {covipanaiico), En (?te il fait trbis repas, k huit heiires, k une heuie, 
et au soir, mais il n’alliime de feu qu’une seule fois par jour, pour son diner, 
qui se compose de soupe, puis d’un plat ou de viande salee, ou de poisson 
sec, ou de haricots, ou d’herbages, qu’il mange avec du pain La viande 
saMe n’entre que pour une quantitd bien minime dans cet ordinaire, car il 
estime que quarante livres de pore said par individu suffisent amplemcnt 
k son provision de I’annde : il en met deux fois par semaine un pent 
morceau dans son potage. Le dunanche il a toujours sur sa table un plat 
de viande fraiche, mais un morceau qui ne pcse qu’une livre ou une livre 
dcmie suffit k toutc la famille, quclque nombreuse qu’clle soit. Il ne 
faut point oublicr que le paysan Toucan rccolte cn general dc rhuilc 
d’olivc pour son usage : il s’en sert, non seulcment pour s’eclaiicr, mais 
pour assaisonncr tous les vdgdtaux qu’il apprete pour sa table, et qui 
dcvicnnent ainsi bicn plus savoureux et plus nutiitifs. A dt^euner il mange 
du pain, et quelqucfois du fromage ct des fruits ; k souper, du pain et de 
la salade. Sa boisson se compose du vin infcricur du pays, ct de la 
vinellc on piquette faite d’eau fenncntcc sur le marc du raisin, Il rdserve 
cependant toujours quclque peu de son meilleur vin pour le jour ou il 
battra son gram, et jiour quelqiies fetes qui se cdldbrent cn famille. Il 
estime k dix barils de vinelle par annee (environ einquante bouteilles) et 
k cinq sacs dc froment (environ mille livres de pain) la portion requise 
pour un homme fait.’ 

The remarks of Sismondi on the moral influences of this state of soc icty 
are not less worthy of attention. The rights and obligations of the 
metayer being fixed by usage, and all taxes and rates being paid by the 
proprietor, *lc mdtayer a les avantages de la propridtd sans I’inconvdnient 
de la ddfendre. C’est au propridtaire qu’avec la terre appartient la guerre : 
pour lui il vit en paix avec tous scs voisins ; il^n’a a leur dgard aucun 
motif de rivahtd ou de ddfiance ; il conseive la bonne harmome avec eux, 
comme avec son maitre, avec le fisc et avec I’dglise ; il vend peu, il ach&te 
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peu, il touche peu d*argent, mais pcrsonne ne lui cn deman de. On a 
souvent parld du caract^ire doux et bienvcillant des Toscans, mais on 
n’a point assez remarqud la cause qui a le plus contribu^ a prdserver cette 
douceur : c’est celle qui a soustrait tous les agnculteurs, formant plus des 
trois quarts de la population, presqiie toute occasion de querclle/ The 
fixity of tenure which the, metayer, so long as he fulfils his known obliga- 
tions, possesses by usage, although not by Lnv, gives him the local attach- 
ments, and almost the strong sense of personal interest, characteiistic of 
apropnetoi. ‘ Le mdtaycr vit sur sa metairie comme sur son heritage, 
I’aimant d^affcction, travaillant h la bonifier sans ccssc, se confiant dans 
ravenir, et comptant bien que ses champs seront travaillcs apres lui par 
scs enfans et les enfans de ses enfans. En effet, le plus grand nombre 
des mdtayers vivent de gdndration en gdndration sur la merne terre ; ils la 
connaissent cn ddtail avee une prdcision que le sentiment scul de la 
propridte peut donner. . . . Les champs dlcvds en terrasses les uns 
au-dessus des autres n’ont sou\cnt pas plus de qiiatie pieds de largeur, 
mais il n’y en a pas un dont le mdtayer n’ait dtudid en quelque soite le 
caraetdre Celm*ci est sec, celui-I.\ froid et humide ; ici la terre est 
profonde, Ik ce n’est qu’une croutc qui couvre a peine le roc ; le froment 
prospere mieux sur Tun, le scigle sur Fautre ; ici cc serait peine perdue de 
scmei du bid de Turquie, ailleurs U terre se refuse aux feves et au\ lupins, 
plus loin le lin viendra k mcrveille, et le bold dc cc ruisscau sera propre 
au chanvre ainsi Ton apprend du mdtayer, avec etonnement, que dans 
une cspace de dix arpens, le sol, les aspects, et I’lnclinaison du terrain, 
prdsentent plus de varidtd qiFun riche fermier n’en salt en gdndral dis- 
tinguer dans une ferme dc cinq cents acres d’dtcnclue Cest quo le 
dernier sent qu il n’est Ik quo de passage, que de plus il doit se conduire 
par des rdglcs gdnerales, et negliger les ddtails. Mais le mdtayer, avec 
I’expdrience du passe, a senti son intelligence eveillde par Imtdret et 
raffcction pour dcvcnir le meillcur des obscrvateui s, et a\cc tout I’avenir 
devant lui, il ne songe pas k lui seulement, mais a scs enfans et k scs 
petit enfans. Aussi lorsqu’il plante-Volivicr, arbre sdculaire, et qu il mdnage 
au fond du creux qu’il fait pour lui un dcoulement aux eaux qui pourraient 
lui nuirc, il dtudic toutes les couches dc terrain qu’il est appeld k 
ddfoncer 

§ 4. I do not offer these quotations as evidence of the intrinsic excel- 
lence of the metayer system ; but they surely suffice to piove that neither 

* Of the intelligence of this most interesting people, M. de Sismondi speaks in 
the most favourable terms. Few' of them can read ; but there is often one member 
of the family destined for the priesthood, W'ho reads to them on winter evenings. 
Their language differs little from the purest Italian. The taste for improvisation m 
verse is general. ‘ Les paysans du val de Nievole frequentent le spectacle Icsjours 
de fete, en etc, de neuf Lonze heures du soir ; leur admis^on ne leur cokle guere 
que cinq sols de France. Alfieri est leur auteur de predilection ; toute Thistoire 
des Atrides est familiere a ces homraes qui ne savent pas lirc,«t qui vont demander 
k ce poete austere un delassement de leurs rudes travaux.’ Unlike most rustics, 
they find pleasure in the beauty of their country. ‘ Dans les collines du val de 
Nievole on trouve devant chaque maison, Taire pour batlrc le ble, qui a rarement 
plus de vingt-cinq ^ trente loises carrte, c’est le plus souvent le seul espace de 
niveau qu’on rencontre dans toute la metairie En meme temps c’est une lerrasse 
qui domine les plaincs et la vallee, et d’oii la viie s’elend sur un pays ravissant, 
Presque jamais je ne m’y t^uis arrete pour I’admirer, sans que le metayer soit venu 
jouir de mon admiration, et m’mdiquer du doigt les beautes qii’il croyait pouvoir 
m'avoir echappe.’ 
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•land miserably cultivated* nor a people in 'the most abject poverty,* 
have any nccessaiy connexion with it, and that the unmeasured 
vituperation lavished upon the system by English venters, is grounded 
on an extremely narrow view of the subject. I look upon the rural 
economy of Italy as simply so much additional evidence in favour of small 
occupations with perpetuity of tcnuie. It is an example of what can be 
accomplished by those two elements, even under the disadvantage of the 
peculiar nature of the metayer contract, in which the motives to exertion 
on the part of the tenant arc only half as strong as if he farmed the land 
on the same footing of perpetuity at a money-ient, cither fixed, or varying 
according to some rule which would leave to the tenant the whole benefit 
of his own exertions. The metayer tenure is not one which we should be 
anxious to introduce where the exigencies of society had not naturally 
given birth to it ; but neither ought we to be eager to abolish it, on a 
mere d prioH view of its disadvantages. If the system in Tuscany works 
as well in practice as it is repiesented to do, with every appearance of 
minute knowledge, by so competent an authority as Sismondi ; if the 
mode of living of the people, and the size of farms, have for ages 
maintained and still maintain themselves* such as they aie said to be by 
him. It were to be regretted that a state of rural well being so much 
beyond what is realized in most European countiics, should be put to 
hazard by an attempt to introduce, under the guise of agiicultural improve- 
ment, a system of money-rents and capitalist farmers. Even where the 
metayers are poor, and the subdivision great, it is not to be assumed as of 
course, that the change would be for the better. The enlargement of 
farms, and the introduction of what are called agricultuial improvements, 
usually diminish the number of labourers employed on the land ; and 
unless the growth of capital in trade and manufactures affords an opening 
for the displaced population, or unless there are reclaimable wastes 
on which they can be located, competition will so reduce wages, 
that they will probably be worse off as day-labourers than they were 
as metayers. 

Mr. Jones very properly objects against the French Economists of the 
last centuiy, that in pursuing their favourite object of introducing money- 
rents, they tuined their minds solely to putting farmers in the place of 
metayers, instead of transforming the existing metayers into farmers ; 
which, as he justly remarks, can scarcely be effected, unless, to enable the 
metayers to save and become owners of stock, the proprietors submit for 
a considerable time to a diminution of income, instead of expecting an 
increase of it, which has generally been their immediate motive for 
making the attempt. If this transformation were effected, and no other 
change made in the metayer’s condition ; if, preserving all the other 
rights which usage •ensures to him, he merely g9t rid of the landloid’s 
claim to half the produce, paying m lieu of it a moderate fixed rent ; he 
would be so far i»a better position than at present, as the whole, instead 

* ‘On ne voit jamais,* says Sismondi, ‘ une famille de metayers proposer ^ son 
mailre de partager sa mctainc, k moms que le travail ne soit leellement supcrieur 
k ses forces, et qu ’elle ne sente la certitude de conserver les memes joiiissances sur 
an moindre e‘^pace de terrain. On ne voit jamais dans une famille plusieurs fils se 
manor en meme temps, et former autant de mc'nages nouveaux ; un seal prend une 
femme el se charge des soins du menage ; aucun de ses freres ne se mane, a moins 
que lui-m6me n’ait pas d’enfans, ou que Ton n*offre i dh autre fr^re une nouvelle 
pietairie.’ — Nouveaux Prinafes, liv, iii. ch. 5* 
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of only half the fruits of any improvement he made, would now belong to 
himself ; but even so, the benefit would not be without alloy ; for a 
metayer, though not himself a capitalist, has a capitalist for his partner, 
and has the use, in Italy at least, of a considerable capital, as is proved 
by the excellence of the farm buildings : and it is not probable that the 
landowners would any longer consent to peril their moveable property on 
the hazards of agricultural enterpiise, when assured of a fixed money 
income without it. Thus would the question stand, even if the change 
left undisturbed the metayer’s virtual fixity of tenure, and converted him, 
in fact, into a peasant proprietor at a quit rent. But if we suppose him 
converted into a mere tenant, displaceable at the landlord’s will, and 
liable to have his lent raised by competition to any amount which any 
unfortunate being in search of subsistence can be found to offer or promise 
for it ; he would lose all the features in his condition which preserve it 
from being deteriorated : he would be cast down from his present position 
of a kind of half- proprietor of the land and would sink into a cottier 
tenant. 


CHAPTER IX. 

OF COTTIERS. 

§ I. By the general appellation of cottier tenure I shall designate all 
cases without exception in which the labourer makes his contract for land 
without the intervention of a capitalist farmer, and in which the conditions 
of the contract, especially the amount of rent, are determined not by 
custom but by competipon. The principal European example of this 
tenure is Ireland, and it is from that country that the term cottier is 
denved * Nearly the whole agricultural population of Ireland may be 
said to be cottier-tenants ; except so far as the Ulster tenant-right con- 
stitutes an exception. There is, indeed, a numerous class of labourers 
who (we may presume through the refusal either of proprietors or of 
tenants m possession to permit any further sub-division) have been 
unable to obtain even the smallest patch of land as permanent tenants. 
But, from the deficiency of capital, the custom of paying wages m land is 
so universal, that even those who work as casual labourers for the cottieis 
or for such larger farmers as are found m the country, are usually paid 
not in money, but by permission to cultivate for the season a piece of 
ground, which is generally delivered to them by the farmer ready 
manuied, and is known by the name of conacre. For this they agree to 
pay a money rent, often of several pounds an acre, but no money actually 
passes, the debt being worked out m labour, at a money valuation, t 

* In its original acceptation, the word ‘ cottier * designator's a class of sub-tenants 
who rent a cottage and an acre or two of land from the small farmers. But the 
usage of writers has long since stretched the term to include those small farmers 
themselves, and generally all peasant farmers whose rents areidetermined by com- 
petition. 

+ It should be borne in mind, that this chapter and the next following were 
written at a time when the great change in the agricultural economy of Ireland, 
which must necessarily arise from the joint operation of the potato failure and the 
poor law of 1847, had not yet begun to take effect. The form which the industrial 
S}stem of Ireland is tending to assume, remains still in such uncertainty, that no 
speculation^ grounded onL»it can at present be hazarded with any prospect ol 
advantage. The chapters, therefore, arc left as they originally stood. 
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The produce, on the cottier system, being divided into two portions, 
rent, and the remuneration of the labourer, the one is evidently deter- 
mined by the other. The labourer has whatever the landlord does not 
take : the condition of the labourer depends on the amount of icnt. Rut 
rent, being regulated by competition, depends upon the relation between 
the demand for land, and the supply of it. 'I'hc demand for land depends 
on the number of competitors, and the competitors aie the whole rural 
population. The effect, therefore, of this tenure, is to bung the principle 
of population to act directly on the land, and not, as in England, on 
capital. Rent, in this state of things, depends on the proportion between 
population and land. As the land is a fixed quantity, while population 
has an unlimited power of increase, unless something checks that 
increase, the competition for land soon forces up rent to the highest 
point, consistent with keeping the population alive. The effects, there- 
fore, of cottier tenure depend on the extent to which the capacity of 
population to increase is controlled, either by custom, by individual pru- 
dence, or by starvation and disease. 

It would be an exaggeration to affirm, that cottier tenancy is absolutely 
incompatible with a prosperous condition of the labouring class. If we 
could suppose it to exist among a people to whom a high standard of 
comfort was habitual ; whose requirements were such, that they would not 
offer a higher rent for land than would leave them an ample subsistence, 
and whose model ate increase of numbers left no unemployed population 
to force up rents by competition, save when the increasing produce of the 
land from increase of skill would enatle a higher rent to be paid without 
inconvenience ; the cultivating class might be as well remunerated, might 
have as large a share of the necessaries and comforts of life, on this 
system of tenure as on any other. They would not, however, while their 
rents were arbitrary, enjoy any of the peculiar advantages which metayers 
on the Tuscan system dciive from their connexion with the land. They 
would neither have the use of a capital belonging to their landlords, nor 
would the w'ant of this be made up by the intense motives to bodily and 
mental cxeition which act upon the peasant who has assuiance of a per- 
petuity. On the contrary, any increased value given to the land by the 
exertions of the tenant, would ha\e no effect but to raise the rent against 
himself, either the next year, or at farthest when his lease expired. The 
landlords might have justice or good sense enough not to avail themselves 
of the advantage which competition would give them ; and different land- 
lords would do so in different degrees. But it is never safe to expect that 
a class or body of men will act contrary to their immediate pecuniary in- 
terest ; and even a doubt on the subject would be almost as fatal as a 
certainty, for when a person is considering whether he shall undergo a 
present exertion or sacrifice for a comparatively remote future, the scale 
IS turned by a very small probability that the fruits of the exertion or of 
the sacrifice will b^e taken away from him. The only safeguard against 
these uncertainties would be the growth of a custom, insuring a perma- 
nence of tenure in the same occupant, without liability to any other 
increase of rent, than might happen to be sanctioned by the general senti- 
ments of the community. The Ulster tenant-right is such a custom. 
The very considerable sums which outgoing tenants obtain from their 
successors, for the goodwill of their faims,*" in the first place actually 

* ‘ It is not iincommon for a tenant without a lease t»> sell the bare privilege o! 
occupancy or possession of his farm, without any visible sign of improvement 
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limit the competition for land to persons who have sueh sums to offer : 
while the same fact also proves that full advantage is not taken by the 
landlord of even that more limited competition, since the landlord’s rent 
does not amount to the whole of what the incoming tenant not only offers 
but actually pays He does so in the full confidence that the rent will not 
be raised , and for this he has the guarantee of a custom, not recognised 
by law, but deriving its binding foice from another sanction, perfectly 
well understood m Ireland * Without one or other of these supports, a 
custom limiting the rent of land is not likely to grow up in any progres- 
sive community. If wealth and population weie stationary, rent also 
would generally be stationary, and after remaining a long time unaltered, 
would probably come to be considered unalterable But all progress m 
wealth and population lends to a rise of rents Under a metayer system 
there is an established mode m which the owner of land is sure of partici- 
pating m the increased produce drawn from it. But on the cottier system 
he can only do so by a readjustment of the contract, while that readjust- 
ment, in a progressive community, would almost always be to his 
advantage. II is interest, therefoie, would be decidedly opposed to the 
growth of any custom commuting rent into a fi\cd demand 
§ 2. Where the amount of rent is not limited, either by law or custom, 
a cottier system has the disadvantages of the worst metayer system, with 
scarcely any of the advantages by which, in the best forms of that tenure, 
they are compensated It is scarcely possible that cottier agriculluie 
should be other than miserable. TIjerc is not the same necessity that the 
condition of the cultivators should be so. Since by a sufficient restraint 
on population competition for land could be kept down, and extieme 
poverty prevented ; habits of prudence and a high standard of comfoit, 
once established, would have a fair chance of maintaining themselves : 
although even in these favourable circumstances the motives to prudence 
would be considerably weaker than m the c.ise of metayeis, piotected by 
custom (like those of Tuscany) fioin being depiived of their lands . since 
a metayer family, thus protected, could not be impoverished by any other 
improvident multipbcalion than their own, but a cottier family, however 
prudent and self-restraining, may have the rent raised against it by the 
consequences of the multiplication of other families. Any protection to 
the cottier against this evil could only be derived from a salutary senti- 
ment of duty or dignity, pervading the class, hrom this souice, how- 
ever, he might derive considerable protection. If the habitual standaid 
of requirement among the class weie high, a young man might not choose to 
offer a rent which would le.ive him in a worse situation than the pie- 


having been made by him, at from ten to sixteen, up to twenty and even foity 
years’ purchase of the rent.’ — {Digest of Evidence taken by Lord Devon's Coin- 
mission. Introductory Chapter.) The compiler adds, ‘ the comparative tran- 
quillity of that district ’ (Ulster) ‘ may perhaps be mainly attributable to this fact * 

* *lt is m the great majority of cases not a reimbursement for outlay incurred, 
or improvements effected on the land, but a mere life insurance or purchase of 
immunity from outrage.’ — [Di^e;csf^ ut su/na.) ‘The present tenant-right of 
Ulster * (the writer judiciously remarks) ‘ is an embryo copyhold,^ ‘ Even there, if 
the tenant-right be disregarded, and a tenant be ejected without having received 
the price of his good-will, outrages arc generally the consequence.* — (Ch. viii.). 
‘The disorganized state ofi Tippeiary, and the agrarian combination throughoul 
Ireland, aie but a methodized war to obtain the Ulster tenant-right.* 



COTTIBRS, 


22t 


ceding tenant ; or it might be the general custom, as it actually is in some 
countries, not to marry until a fai m was vacant. 

But It IS not where a high standard of comfort has rooted itself in the 
habits of the labouring class, that we are ever called upon to consider the 
effects of a cottier system. That system is found only wheie the habitual 
requirements of the rural labourers aic the lowest possible ; where, as 
long as they are not actUrilly starving, they will multiply ; and population 
IS only checked by the diseases, and the shortness of life, consequent on 
insiifiK lency of mere physical necessaries. This is unhappily the state of 
the largest portion of the Irish peasantry. When a people have sunk 
into this state, and still more when they have been in it from time imme- 
morial, the cottier system is an almost insuperable obstacle to their 
emerging from it. When the habits of the people are such that their 
increase is never checked but by the impossibility of obtaining a bare sup- 
port, and when this support can only be obtained from land, all stipula- 
tions and agreements respecting amount of rent are merely nominal ; the 
competition for land makes the tenants undertake to pay more than it is 
possible they should pay, and when they have paid all they can, more 
almost always remains due. 

‘As It may faiily be said of the Irish peasantry,’ says Mr. Revans, the 
Secretary to the Irish Poor Law Enquiry Commission,* ‘ that every family 
which has not sufficient land to yield its food, has one or more of its 
members supported by beggings, it will easily be conceived that every 
endeavour is made by the peasantry to .obtain small holdings, and that 
they are not influenced in their biddings by the fertility of the land, or by 
their ability to pay the rent, but solely by the offer which is most likely to 
gam them possession. The rents which they promise, they are almost 
invariably incapable of paying ; and consequently they become indebted 
to those under whom they hold, almost as soon as they take possession. 
They give up, in the shape of lent, the whole pioduce of the land 
with the exception of a sufficiency of potatoes for a subsistence ; 
but as this IS raiely equal to the promised rent, they constantly have 
against them an inci easing balance. In some cases, the largest quantity 
of pioduce which their holdings ever yielded, or which, under their 
system of tillage, they could in the most favouiablc seasons be made to 
yield, would not be equal to the rent bid ; consequently, if the peasant 
fulfilled his engagement with his landlord, which he is raiely able to 
accomplish, he would till the ground for nothing, and give his landloid a 
premium for being allowed to till it. On the sea-coast, fishcimen, and in 
the northern counties those who have looms, frequently pay more in rent 
than the market value of the whole produce of the land they hold. It 
might be supposed that they w’ould be better without land under such 
circumstances. But fisliing might fail during a week or two, and so 
might the demand for the produce of the loom, when, did they not 
possess the land upoi^ which their food is giown, they might starve The 
full amount of the rent bid, however, is rarely paid. The peasant 
lemains constantly in debt to his landlord ; his miserable possessions — 
the wretched clothing of himself and of his family, the two or three 
stools, and the few pieces of crockery which his \\i etched hovel contains, 

* E7>t/s of the State of Ireland^ their Causes and their Kemedy, Page lo. A 
pamphlet, containing, among other things, an excellent digest and selection of 
evidence from the mass collected by the Commission prcside^d over by Archbishop 
Whately. 
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would not, If sold, liquidate the standing and generally-accumulating 
debt. The peasantry are mostly a year in arrear, and their excuse for not 
paying more is destitution. Should the produce of the holding, in any 
year, be more than usually abundant, or should the peasant by any 
accident become possessed of any property, his comforts cannot be in- 
creased ; he cannot indulge in better food, nor in a greater quantity of it 
His furniture cannot be increased, neither can his wife or children be 
better clothed. The acquisition must go to the person under whom he 
holds. The accidental addition will enable him to reduce his arrear of 
rent, and thus to defer ejectment But this must be the bound of his 
expectation.* 

As an extreme instance of the intensity of competition for land, and of 
the monstrous height to which it occasionally forces up the nominal rent, 
we may cite from the evidence taken by Lord Devon’s Commission,* a 
fact attested by Mr. Hurly, Clerk of the Crown for Kerry . ‘ I have 
known a tenant bid for a farm that I was perfectly well acquainted with, 
worth 50/. a-year : 1 saw the competition get up to such an extent, that 
he was declared the tenant at 450/.* 

§ 3. In such a condition, what can a tenant gain by any amount of 
industry or prudence, and what lose by any recklessness ? If the land- 
lord at any time excited his full legal rights, the cottier would not be able 
even to live. If by extra exertion he doubled the produce of his bit of 
land, or if he prudently abstained from producing mouths to eat it up, his 
only gam would be to have more left to pay to his landlord ; while, if he 
had twenty children, they would still be fed first, and the landlord could 
only take what was left. Almost alone among mankind the Irish cottier 
is in this condition, that he can scarcely he either better or worse off by 
any act of his own. If he were industrious or piudent, nobody but his 
landlord would gam ; if he is la/y or intemperate, it is at his landlord’s 
expense. A situation more devoid of motives to either labour or self- 
command, imagination itself cannot conceive. The inducements of free 
human beings arc taken away, and those of a slave not substituted. He 
has nothing to hope, and nothing to fear, except being dispossessed of his 
holding, and against this he protects himself by the ttlUina ra/io of a 
defensive civil war. Rockism and Whitcboyism are the deteimination of 
a people, who have nothing that can be called theiis but a daily meal of 
the lowest description of food, not to submit to being deprived of that 
for other people’s convenience. 

Is It not, then, a bitter satiie on the mode in which opinions are formed 
on the most important problems of human nature and life, to find grave 
public inst I uctors imputing the backwardness of Irish industry, and the 
want of energy of the Irish people in improving their condition, to a 
peculiar indolence , and insouciance m the Ccl^c race? Of all vulgar 
modes of escaping from the consideration of the effect of social and 
moral influences on the human mind, the most vulgi^j* is that of attributing 
the diversities of conduct and character to inherent natural differences. 
What race would not be indolent and insouciant when things are so 
arranged, that they derive no advantage from forethought or exertion? 
If such are the arrangements in the midst of which they live and work, 
what wonder if the listlessness and indifference so engendered are not 
shaken off the first moment an opportunity offers w^hen exertion would 
really be of use. It is very natural that a pleasure-loving and sensitively 

* Evidence^ p. 851. 
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organized people like the Irish should be less addicted to steady routine 
labour than the English, because life has more excitements for them in- 
dependent of It ; but they are not less fitted for it than their Celtic 
brethren the P'rench, nor less so than the Tuscans, or the ancient Greeks. 
An excitable organization is precisely that in which, by adequate induce- 
ments, It is easiest to kindle a spirit of animated exertion. It speaks 
nothing against the capacities of industry in human beings, that they 
will not exert themselves wlien they have no motive. No labourers work 
harder, in England or America, than the Irish ; but not under a cottier 
system. 

§ 4. The multitudes who till the soil of India, are in a condition suffi- 
ciently analogous to the cottier system, and at the same time sufficiently 
different from it, to render the comparison of the two a source of some 
instruction. In most parts of India there are, and seem to have always 
been, only two contracting parties, the landlord and the peasant : the 
landlord being generally the sovereign, except where he has by a special 
instillment conceded his rights to an individual, who becomes his repre- 
sentative. The payments, however, of the peasants, or ryots as they are 
termed, have seldom if ever been regulated, as in Ireland, by competition. 
Though the customs locally obtaining were infinitely various, and though 
practically no custom existed against the sovereign’s will, there was 
always a rule of some sort common to a neighbourhood : the collector 
did not make his separate bargain with the peasant, but assessed each 
according to the rule adopted for the rest. The idea was thus kept up of 
a right of property in the tenant, or, at*all events, of a right to permanent 
possession ; and the anomaly arose of a fixity of tenure in the peasant- 
farmer, co-cxisting with an arbitrary power of increasing the rent. 

When the Mogul government substituted itself throughout the greater 
part of India for the Hindoo rulers, it proceeded on a different principle. 
A minute survey was made of the land, and upon that survey an assess* 
ment was founded, fixing the specific payment due to the government 
from each field. If this assessment had never been exceeded, the ryots 
would have been in the comparatively advantageous position of peasant- 
proprietors, subject to a heavy, but a fixed quit-rent. The absence, how- 
ever, of any real protection against illegal extortions, rendered this 
improvement in their condition rather nominal than real ; and, except 
during the occasional accident of a humane and vigorous local adminis- 
trator, the exactions had no practical limit but the inability of the ryot to 
pay more. 

It was to this state of things that the English rulers of India succeeded ; 
and they were, at an early period, struck with the importance of putting 
an end to this arbitrary character of the land-revenue, and imposing a 
fixed limit to the government demand. They did not attempt to go back 
to the Mogul valuation. It has been in gcneial the very rational practice 
of the English Govgrnment in India, to pay little regard to what was laid 
dowm as the theory of the native institutions, but to inquire into the lights 
which existed and were respected in practice, and to piotect and enlarge 
those. For a long time, however, it blundered grievously about matters 
of fact, and grossly misunderstood the usages and rights which it found 
edsting. Its mistakes arose from the inability of ordinary minds to 
imagine a state of social relations fundamentally different from those with 
which they are practically familiar. England being accustomed to great 
^states and great landlords, the English rulers took it for gi anted that 
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India must possess the like ; and looking round for some set of people 
who might be taken for the objects of their seaich, they pitched upon a 
sort of tax-gatherers, called rcniindars ‘ The zemindar, says the philo- 
sophical historian of India,* ‘ had some of the attributes which belong to 
a landowner ; he collected the rents of a particular district, he governed 
the cultiv.itors of that district, lived in comparative splendour, and his son 
succeeded him when he died. The zemindars, therefore, it was inferred 
without delay, weie the proprietors of the soil, the landed nobility and 
gentry of India. It was not considered that the zemindars, though they 
collected the rents, did not keep them ; but paid them all away, with a 
small deduction, to the government. It was not considered that if they 
governed the ryots, and m many respects exercised over them despotic 
powe^ they did not govern them as tenants of theirs, holding their lands 
cither at will or by contract under them. The possession of the ryot was 
an hereditary possession ; from which it was unlawful for the zemindar to 
displace him : for every farthing which the zemindar drew from the ryot, 
he was bound to account ; and it was only by fraud, if, out of all that he 
collected, he retained an more than the small proportion which, as 
pay for collection, he was permitted to receive * 

‘There was an opportunity in India,^ continues the historian, ‘to which 
the histoiy of the world presents not a parallel. Next after the sovcicign, 
the immediate cultivatois had, by far, the gicatest poition of interest in 
the soil. P’or the rights (such as they w'cre) of the zemindars, a complete 
compensation might have easily b^en made. The geneious resolution was 
adopted, of sacrificing to the improvement of the country, the proprietary 
lights of the sovereign. The motives to improvement which propeity 
gives, and of which the power was so justly appreciated, might have been 
bestowed upon those upon whom they would have operated with a force 
incomparably greater than that with which they could operate upon any 
other class of men : they might have been bestowed upon those from w^hom 
alone, in every country, the principal improvements in agiicultuie must 
be derived, the immediate cultivators of the soil. And a measure worthy 
to be ranked among the noblest that ever were taken for the improvement 
of any country, might have helped to compensate the people of India for 
the miseries of that misgovernment which they had so long endured. liut 
the legislators were English aristocrats ; and aristociatical prejudices 
pi evaded.’ 

The measure proved a total failure, as to^lhe main effects which its well- 
meaning promoters expected from it. U naccustomed to estimate the mode 
m which the operation of any given institutions is modified even by such 
variety of circumstances as exists within a single kingdom, they flattered 
themselves that they had created, throughout the Bengal provinces, 
English landlords, and it pioved that they had (jnly created lush ones. 
*1 he new landed aristocracy disappointed every expectation built upon 
them. I'hey did nothing for the improvement of th^ir estates, but every- 
thing for their owm rum. The same pains not being taken, as has been 
taken in Iieland, to enable landloidsto defy the consequences of their im- 
providence, the wdiole land of Bengal had to be sequestrated and sold, for 
debt or arrears of revenue, and in one generation the ancient zemindars 
had ceased to exist. Other families, mostly the descendants of Calcutta 
money dealers, now occupy their place ; and live as useless drones upon 
( 

* Mill’s History of British India^ book vi. ch. 5. 
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the soil which has been given up to them. Whatever the government has 
sacrificed of its pecuniary claims, for the creation of such a class, has at 
the best been wasted. 

Lilt 111 this ill-judged measure there was one redeeming point, to ivliicli 
may probably be ascribed all the progicss which the Lengal proMiiccs 
have since m<ide in production and in amount of revenue. The lyots 
-weie reduced, indeed, to the lankof tenants of the zemindar , but tenants 
with fixity of tenure. The rents were left to the zemindars to fix at their 
discretion ; but once fixed, were never more to be altered. This is now 
the law and piaclice of landed tenure, m the most flourishing part of the 
British Indian dominions. 

In the parts of India into which the British i*ule has been more recently 
introduced, the blunder has been avoided of endowing a useless body of 
great landlords with gifts from the public revenue ; but along with the 
evil, the good also has been left undone. The government has done less 
for the ryots than it has required to be done for them by the landloids of 
its creation In the greater part of India, the immediate cultivators have 
never yet obtained a perpetuity of tenure at a fixed rent "1 he government 
manages the land on the principle on which a good Irish landlord manages 
his estate : not putting it up to competition, not asking the cultivatois 
what they will promise to pay, but determining for itself what they can 
afford to pay, and defining its demand accoiding’Iy In some places it 
makes its ai rangemenU with the ryots individually, in othcis \Mtli the 
villag'e communities, leaving them to apportion the demand according^ tw 
usage or agreement. Sometimes the rent is fixed only for one year, some- 
times for thicc, or five ; but the tendency of recent policy is towards long 
leases, extending, in the northein provinces of India, to a term of thirty 
years, with conditional renewal for twenty more. This arrangement has 
not existed for a sufficient tune to have shown by experience, how far the 
motives which the long lease creates in the minds of the cultivators, fall 
short of the beneficial influence of a perpetual settlement. But the two 
plans, of annual settlements and of short leases, are iirevocably con- 
demned. They can only be said to have succeeded, in comparison \\ ith 
the unlimited oppression which existed before. They are approved by 
nobody, and were never looked upon in any other light than as temporary 
arrangements, to be abandoned when a more complete knowledge of the 
capabilities of the country should afford data for something moie per- 
manent. 


CHAPTER X. 

MEANS OF ABOLISHING COTTIER TENANCY. 

§ I. The question, what is to be done xMth a cottier population ? nliicli 
in any case would haAje been a fit subject for consideration in a woik like 
the present, is to the English government at this time the most urgent 
of piactical questions. The majority of a population of eight millions, 
having long grovelled m helpless ineitness and abject poverty under the 
cottier system ; reduced by its operation to mere food, of the cheapest 
desciiption, and to an incapacity of either doing or willing anything for 
the improvement of their lot ; have at last, by the failure of that lowest 
quality of food, been plunged into a state in whicli the alternate c is 
death, or to be permanently supported by other people, or a radical 
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change in the economical arrangements under which it lias hitherto been 
their misfortune to live. Such an emergency has compelled attention to 
the subject from the legislature and from the nation, but it can hardly as 
yet be said with much result ; for, the evil having originated in a system 
of land tenancy which withdrew from the people every motive to industry 
or thiift except the fear of starvation, the remedy provided by Pailiament 
was to take away even that, by conferring on them a legal claim to-* 
eleemosynary support : while, towards coriecting the cause of the mis- 
chief, nothing was done, beyond vain complaints, though at the puce to 
the national treasury of ten millions sterling for one year’s delay. 

I presume it is needless to expend any argument in proving that the 
very foundation of the economical evils of Ireland is the cottier system : 
that while peasant rents fixed by competition are the practice of the 
country, to expect industry, useful activity, any restraint on population 
but death, or any the smallest diminution of poverty, is to look for figs 
on thistles and grapes on thorns. If our practical statesmen are not ripe 
for the recognition of this fact ; or if while they acknowledge it in theory, 
they have not a sufficient feeling of its reality to be capable of founding 
upon It any course of conduct, there is still another, and a purely 
physical consideration, from which they will find it impossible to escape. 
If the one crop on which the people have hitherto supported themselves 
continues to be precarious, either some new and great impulse must be 
given to agricultural skill and industry, or the soil of Ireland can no 
longer feed anything like its present population. The whole produce of 
the western half of the island, leaving nothing for rent, will not now keep 
permanently in existence the whole of its people : and they will neces- 
sarily remain an annual charge on the taxation of the empire, until they 
aie reduced either by emigration or by starvation to a number corre- 
sponding with the low state of their industry, or unless the means are 
found of making that industry much more productive. 

Cottiers, theiefore, must cease to be. Nothing can be done for 1 1 eland 
without transforming her rural population from cottier tenants into some- 
thing else. But into what? Those who, knowing neither Ireland nor 
any foreign countiy, take as their sole standard of social and economiCcil 
excellence, English practice, propose as the single remedy for Irish 
wretchedness, the transformation of the cottiers into hired labourers. I 
contend that the object should be their transformation, as far as circum- 
stances admit, into landed proprietors. Either, indeed, would be a most 
desirable exchange from the present nuisance ; but as a practical object 
the latter of the two seems to me preferable in an almost incalculable 
degree to the former, both as the most desirable in itself, and very much 
the easiest to effect. 

§ 2. To convert the cottiers into hired labourers is rather a scheme for 
the improvement of Irish agriculture, than of the condition of the Irish 
people. The status of a day labourer has no chnrm for infusing fore- 
thought, frugality, or self-restraint, into a people devoid of them. It is 
not necessaiily injurious to those qualities where they exist, but it seldom 
engenders them where they are absent. If the Irish peasantry could be 
Instantaneously changed into receivers of wages, the wages being no 
higher than they now are, or than there is any reason to hope that they 
would be, and the present habits and mental characteristics of the people 
remaining, we should merely see five or six millions of people living as 
day labourers in the same wretched manner in which as cottieis they 



MEANS OF ABOLISHING COTTIER TENANCY. 22f 

lived before; equally passive in the absence of every comfort, equally 
reckless in multiplication, and even, perhaps, equally listless at their 
work ; since they could not be dismissed en Masse, and if they could, 
dismissal would now be simply remanding them to the poor-rate Far 
other would be the eiTect of making them peasant proprietors. A people 
who in industry and providence have everything to learn— who are con- 
fessedly among the most backward of European populations in the 
industiial virtues— require for their regeneration the most powerful 
incitements by which those virtues can be stimulated : and there is no 
stimulus comparable to property in land. A permanent interest in the 
soil to those who till it, is almost a guarantee for the most unwearied 
laboriousness : against over* population, though not infallible, it is the 
best preservative yet known ; and where it failed, any other plan would 
probably fail much more egregiously ; the evil would be beyond the 
reach of merely economic remedies. Having already insisted so strongly 
on these topics, I feel it needless to argue any further, that the conversion 
of the Irish peasantry, or of some considerable portion of them, into small 
landed proprietors, is a more beneficial object than the transformation of 
all of them indiscriminately into labourers for hire 

But besides being more desirable, it is, above all, more attainable. The 
other plan, as a measure standing by itself, is wholly impracticable It 
involves contradictory conditions. The conversion of the cottiers into 
hired labourers implies the introduction, all over Ireland, of capitalist 
farmers, in lieu of the present small tenants. These farmers, or their 
capital at least, must come from England. But to induce capital to 
come in, the cottier population must first be peaceably got rid of ; in 
other words, that must be already accomplished, which English capital is 
proposed as the means of accomplishing. Why is Ireland the only country 
in the world to which English capital does not go? Because it cannot go 
to any purpose without turning out the people, and the people refuse to be 
turned out. I presume it is not seriously proposed that they should be 
turned out en masse, without being otherwise provided for. With their 
own consent they never will be dislodged from their holdings until some- 
thing better is given to them. They will not be got rid of by meiely 
telling them that something better will follow. 

It is necessary however in the next place to consider, what is the con- 
dition of things which would follow. The ineffective Irish agriculture is 
to be converted into an effective English agriculture, by throwing together 
the small holdings into large farms, cultivated by combined labour, with 
the best modem improvements. On the supposition of success, 1 1 eland 
would be assimilated, in her agriculture, to the most improved parts of 
England. But what are the most improved parts of England ? Those 
in which fewest labourAs are employed, in proportion to the extent of the 
soil. Taking the number of Irish peasants to the square mile, and the 
number of hired labourers on an equal space in the model counties of 
Scotland or England, the former number is commonly computed to be 
about three times the latter. Two-thirds, therefore, of the Irish peasantry 
would be absolutely dispensed with. What is to be done with them ? Is 
it supposed that they would find employment in manufacturing labour ? 
They are at present unfit for it ; and even if fit, capital would require to 
be imported for that purpose too ; and is it likelv that manufacturing 
capital will resort to Ireland, abandoning Leeds and Manchester ? Under 
a more efficient cultivation of her soil, Ireland would require a gieatly 
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increased amount of manufactured goods, but these would still be most 
advantageously manufactured in Lancashire or Yorkshiic; and even if 
Ireland "became, as to agricultural improvement, an English county, she 
would be but a larger Devonshire, drawing everything which she con- 
sumed, except the products of agriculture, from elsewhere. All the 
excess of lush population above the Devonshire standard would be 
a local surplus, which must migrate to England, or to Ameiica, or subsist 
on taxation or charity, or must be enabled to raise its own food from its 
own soil 'I’he plan therefore of turning the cottiers into labourers for 
wages, e\en if it fulfilled its utmost promise, only disposes of a third of 
the population; with respect to the remaining two thuds, the original 
difficulty recurs in its full force. 

The question, what system of agriculture is best in itself, is, for Ireland, 
of purely theoretical interest : the people arc there, and the problem is 
not how to improve the country, but how it can be improved by and for 
Its present inhabitants. It is not probable that England will undertake a 
simultaneous removal of tuo millions — the sm.illcst number whuh in the 
opinion of any pci son acquainted with the subject would make a clear 
field for the introduction of English agiicultiire. But unless she docs, 
the soil of Ireland must continue to employ and feed the people of Ireland : 
and since it cannot do this on the English system, or on any system 
whatever of large finning, all idea of that species of agricultural improve- 
ment as an exclusive thing must be abandoned : the pciiic culittre in some 
one of Its shapes will continue, ap4 a large proportion of the peasants, if 
they do not become small proprietors, will icmain small farmers. In the 
few cases in wdiich comprehensive measures of agricultural improvement 
ha\e been undertaken by large capitals, the capitalists have not, as some 
might perhaps suppose, employed themselves m creating large farms, and 
cultivating them by hired labour ; ihcir faiins are of a size only sufficient 
for a single family . it was by other expedients that the improvement, 
which wMS to render the enterprise piofitable, wms brought about : these 
were, advances of capital, and a tcmpoiary security of tenure. Theie is a 
Comp my called the lush Waste Land Improvement Society, of whose 
operations, in 1S45, following report was made, by their intelligent 
manager. Colonel Robinson * 

‘Two hundred and forty-five tenants, many of whom w^ere a few ycais 
since m a state bordering on pauperism, the occupiers of small holdings 
of from ten to twenty plantation acres each, have, by their own fiee 
labour, with the Society’s aid, improved llieir farms to the value of 
\ having been added during the last year, being at the rate 
oi 1 8s. pei tenant for the whole term, and;^2 9s. for the past year; 

the benefit of which improvements each tenant will enjoy dunng the un- 
expired tcim of a thtrty-one ycars^ lease. 

‘These 245 tenants and ihcir families, have, by spade husbandry, 
reclaimed and brought into cultivation 1,032 plantation acres of land, 
pieviously unproductive mountain waste, upon which they grew, last year, 
crops valued by competent practical persons at ;£3,896, being in the pio- 
portion of ^15 18s, each tenant ; and their live stock, consisting of 
cattle, horses, sheep, and pigs, now actually upon the estates, is valued, 
accoiding to the present prices of the neighbouring markets, at ^4,162, 
of which 1,304 has been added since February, 1844, being at the rato 
o 

* In the Appendix to the Report of lord Dei on's Gofnm'^Sfon^ p, 84, 
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of ;^i6 19s. for the whole period, and £$ 6s. for the last year; during 
which time their stock has thus inci cased in value a sum equal to their 
present annual rent ; and hy the statistical table and leturns referred to 
in previous reports, it is proved that the tenants, in general, improve 
their little farms, and increase their cultivation and crops, in nearly direct 
proportion to the number of available working persons of both sexes of 
which their families consist.’ 

There cannot be a stronger testimony to the superior amount of gross 
produce raised by small farming, under any tolerable system of landed 
tenure : and it is worthy of attention, that the industry and zeal are 
greatest among the smaller holders : Colonel Robinson noticing as 
exceptions to the remarkable and rapid progress of improvement, some 
tenants ‘ who are occupants of larger farms than twenty acres, a class too 
often deficient in the enduring industry indispensable for the successful 
prosecution of mountain improvements.’* 

§ 3. The case of Ireland is similar in its requirements to that of India. 
In India, though gicat errors have from time to time been committed, no 
one ever proposed, under the name of agiicultural improvement, to eject 
the ryots or peasant farmeis from their possession ; all the improvement 
that has been looked for, has been through making their tenuie more 
secure to them, and the sole difference of opinion is between those who 
contend for perpetuity, and those who think that long leases will suffice. 
7 'he same question may exist as to Ireland ; and with the case of the 
Waste Lands Improvement Society before us, as w^ell as many other 
instances of reclamation of land, recbided by Lord Devon’s Commission, 
it would be idle to deny that long leases, under such landloids as are 
sometimes to be found, do effect wondcis, e\en in Ireland. But then, 
they must be leases at a low lent. Long leases are in noway to be relied 
on foi getting rid of cotticrism. During the existence of cottier tenancy, 
leases have always been long; twenty-one yeais and three lives con- 
curicnt, w^as a usual term. But the lent being fixed by competition, at a 
higher amount than could be paid, so that the tenant nciiher had, nor 
could by any exertion acquire, a beneficial interest m the land, the 
advantage of a lease w'as merely nominal. In India, the government is 
able to prevent this evil, because, being itself the landlord, it can fix the 
rent according to Us own judgment : but under individual landloids, 
while rents are fixed by competition, and the competitors are a peasantry 
struggling for subsistence, nominal rents are inevitable, unless the 
population is so thin, that the competition itself is only nominal. The 
majority of landlords will grasp at immediate money and immediate 
power , and so long as they find cottiers eager to offer them everything, 
It IS useless to rely on them for temperings the vicious practice by a 
considerate self-denjal. 

A perpetuity is a pieferablc tenure to a long Ic^se ; it is a far stronger 
stimulus to improvement : not only because' the longest lease, before 
coming to an encf, passes through all the varieties of short leases down to 
no lease at all , but for more fundamental leasons. It is very shallow, 
even in puie economics, to take no an ouni of the influence of imagi- 

* I have recently seen, with much regret, an announcement that this most 
useful Society is under the necessity of winding up Us affairs. In the state to which 
Ireland has been reduced by the poor law and the famine, such a fact detracts 
nothing from the evidence which the previous success of the Society afforded in 
favour of its plan of operations. 
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nation : there is a virtue in ‘for ever’ beyond the longest term of years , 
even if the term is long enough to include children, and all whom a 
person individually cares for, he will not exert himself with the same 
ardour to increase the value of an estate, his interest in which diminishes 
in value every year. A lease, therefore, is never a complete substitute for 
a perpetuity. But where a country is under cottier tenure, the question 
of perpetuity is quite secondary to the more important point, a limitation 
of the rent. Rent paid by a capitalist who farms for profit, and not for 
bread, may safely be abandoned to competition ; rent paid by labourers 
cannot, unless the labourers were in a state of civilization and improve- 
ment wdiich labourers have nowhere yet reached, and cannot easily reach 
under such a tenure. Peasant rents ought never to be arbitrary, never at 
the discretion of the landlord : cither by custom or law, it is imperatively 
necessary that they should be fixed ; and where no mutually advantageous 
custom, such as the metayer system of Tuscany, has established itself, 
reason and experience recommend that they should be fixed in perpetuity ; 
thus changing the rent into a quit-rent, and the farmer into a peasant- 
proprietor. 

§ 4. Let us, then, examine what means are affoided by the economical 
circumstances of Ireland, for carrying this change into effect on a 
sufficiently large scale to accomplish the complete abolition of cottier 
tenancy. The mode which first suggests itself is the obvious and direct 
one, of doing the thing outright by Art of Parliament ; making the whole 
land of Ireland the property of the tenants, subject to the rents now really 
paid (not the nominal rents), as a fixed rent charge. This, under the 
name of ‘ fixity of tenure,’ was one of the demands of the Repeal Associ- 
ation during the most successful period of their agitation ; and was better 
expressed by Mr. Conner, its earliest, most enthusiastic, and most 
indefatigable apostle,* by the woids, ‘a valuation and a perpetuity.’ In 
this measure there would not, strictly speaking, be any injustice, provided 
the landlords were compensated for the present value of the chances of 
increase which they would be prospectively required to forego. The 
rupture of existing social relations would hardly be more violent than that 
effected by the ministers Stein and Hardenberg, when, by a series of 
edicts, in the early part of the present century, they revolutionized the 
state of landed property in the Prussian monarchy, and left their names 
to posterity among the greatest benefactors of their country. To 
enlightened foreigners writing on Ireland, Von Raumer and (iustave de 
Beaumont, a remedy of this sort seems so exactly and obviously what the 
disease requires, that they have some difficulty in comprehending how it 
is that the thing is not yet done. 

But though this measure is not beyond the competence of a just 
legislature, and would be no infringement of propert,v if the landlords had 
the option allowed them of giving up their lands at the full value, reckoned 
at the ord.nary number of years’ purchase ; it is only fit to be adopted if 
the nature of the case admitted of no milder remedy. In the first place, 
it is a complete expropriation of the higher classes of Ireland : which, if 
there is any truth in the principles we have laid down, would be perfectly 
warrantable, but only if it were the sole means of effecting a great public 

* Author of numerous pamphlets, entitled ‘ True Political Economy of Ireland,* 
* Letter to the Earl of frevon,* ‘ Two Letters on the Rackrent Oppression of 
Ireland,’ and others. Mr. Conner has been an agitator on the subject since 18311 
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gfood. In the second place, that there should be none but peasant- 
proprietors, is in itself far from desirable. Large farms, cultivated by 
large capitals, and owned by persons of the best education which the 
country can give, persons qualified by instruction to appreciate scientific 
discoveries, and able to bear the delay and risk of costly experiments, are 
an important pait of a good agricultural system. Many such landlords 
there are even in Ireland ; and it would be a public misfortune to diive 
them from their post. Other objections might be added ; a large pro- 
portion of the present holdings are too small to try the propiietary 
system under the greatest advantages : nor are the tenants always the 
persons one would desire to select, as the first occupants of peasant- 
properties. There are numbers of them on whom it would have a 
moie beneficial eflect to give them the hope of acquiring a landed 
property by industry and frugality, than the pioperty itself in immediate 
possession. 

§ 5. Some persons who desire to avoid the term fixity of tenure, but 
who cannot be satisfied without some measure co-extensive with the 
whole country, have proposed the universal adoption of ‘ tenant-right.* 
Under this equivocal phrase, two things are confounded. What it 
commonly stands for in Irish discussion, is the Ulster practice, which is 
in fact, fixity of tenure. 1 1 supposes a customaiy, though not a legal, 
limitation of the rent ; without which the tenant evidently could not 
acquire a beneficial and saleable inteiest. Its existence is highly salutary, 
and IS one principal cause of the superiority of Ulster in efficiency of 
cultivation, and in the comfort of the people, notwithstanding a minuter 
subdivision of holdings than in the other provinces. But to convert th.a 
customary limitation of rent into a legal one, and to make it universal, 
would be to establish a fixity of tenure by law, the objections to which 
have already been stated. 

The same appellation (tenant right) has of late years been applied, 
more particularly in England, to something altogether diffeient, and 
falling as much short of the exigency, as the enforcement of the Ulster 
custoiri would exceed it. This English tenant right, with which a high 
agricultural authority has connected his name by endeavouring to obtain 
for It legislative sanction, amounts to no more than this, that on the 
expiration of a lease, the landlord should make compensation to the 
tenant for ‘ unexhausted improvements.’ This is certainly very desirable, 
but provides only for the case of capitalist farmers, and of improvements 
made by outlay of money ; of the worth and cost of which, an experienced 
land agent or a juiy of farmers could accurately judge. The improvements 
to be looked for from peasant cultivators are the result not of money but 
of their labour, applied at such various times and in such minute portions 
as to be incapable of judicial appreciation. For jsuch labour, compen- 
sation could not be given on any principle but that of paying to the 
tenaqt the whole (Ufference between the value of the property when he 
received it, and when he gave it up : which would as effectually annihilate 
the right of property of the landlord as if the lent had been fixed in 
perpetuity, w'hile it would not offer the same inducements to the 
cultivator, who improves from affection and passion as much as from 
calculation, and to whom his own land is a widely different thing from 
the most libeial possible pecuniary compensation for it. 

§ 6. There are then strong objections, as well* as great difficulties, 
opposed to the attempt to make peasant properties universal. But, 



blSTRl^UTlO^t. 


fortunately, that they should be universal is not nccessaiy to their 
usefulness. There is no need to extend them to all the population, or all 
the land. It is enough if theie be land available, on which to locate so 
great a portion of the population, that the remaining aica of the country 
shall not be requiied to maintain greater numbers than aie compatible 
with large farming and hired labour For tins purpose there is an 
obvious lesoiiice in the waste lands , which are happily so extensive, and a 
large proportion of them so improvable, as to aftbrd a means by which, 
wMthout making the present tenants proprictois, neaily the w'hole surplus 
population might be converted into peasant piopnetois elsew’here. This 
plan has been strongly pressed upon the public by several »vnlers. but the 
fiist to bring it piominently forw^aid in England was Mr. William 
Thornton, in a work* honourably distinguished fiom most otlicrs which 
have been recently published, by its lational treatment of the gicat 
questions affecting the economical condition of the labouring classes. 

The detailed estimate of an irrefragable authority, Mr. Giiflith, annexed 
to the Report of Lord Devon’s Commission, shows neaily a million and a 
half of acies rcclaimable for the spade or plough, some of them with the 
promise of gieat fertility, and about two millions and a half more, 
reclaimable for pasture if the greater pait being in most convenient 
proximity to the principal masses of destitute population. Resides these 
four millions of acres, theie are above tw'o millions and a half, J pronounced 
by Mr. Griffith to be unimprovable ; but he is only speaking of reclamation 
for profit • It is doubtful if there be finy land, in a temperate climate, which 
cannot be reclaimed and rendered pioduriivc by labourers themselves, 
under the inducement of a permanent piopeity Confining ourselves to 
the one and a half million of arable first mentioned, it would furnish 
properties averaging five acres each to three bundled thousand poisons, 
which at the rate of five persons to a family, a rather low rate for li eland, 
answers to a population of fifteen hunched th()us,ind. Suppose such a 
number drafted off to a stale of inclcjienclenre and c'omfoit, together w’lth 
a very moderate additional relief by emigration ; and the intioduction of 
English capital and farming, over the remaining surface of Iielancl, would 
at once cease to be chimerical § 

* Over Population ami its Remedy. By William Thomas Thornton. I’]) 429-34. 
In his suhsfcjufcnt work, ‘A Plea for Peasant Proprietors,’ Mr. Thornton has 
restated his funner arguments and suggestions with many additions and impicve- 
menls. 

+ Mr. Grifiith’s numbers are 1,425,000 and 2,330,000. See p. 53 of the 
Report. 

t 2,535,000. 

§ If instead of throwing small farms into laigc, and exchanging peasant for 
capitalist farmers, the ‘clearing’ were limited to such a consol idaiicm of small 
holdings as would make them correspond in si/e to the admirable small farms of 
Belgium, the adequacy of the resource is still more char, and unquestionable. 

‘ There are at present,' says the Digest of h>idence to Lord Devon’s Report 
(p. 399), ‘326,084 occupiers of land (moic than one third of the total number 
returned in Ireland) whose holdings vary fiom seven acies to less than one acre, 
and are therefore inadequate to suppoit the families residing upon them.’ It is 
shown by calculation, * that the consolidation of Ih^se small holdings, iij) to eight 
acres, would require the removal of about 192,368 families, and that the fust cl.iss 
of improvable waste land in Ireland would furniOi to those removed families 
locations of about tight atres each , or the first and second qualities of improvable 
waste land, taken together, would furnish them with locations of about twenty 
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‘The improvement of wastes,* Mr. Thornton observes, ‘may perhaps be 
thought to require a good deal of capital ; but capital is principally useful 
for Its command of labour, and the Irish peasantry have quite labour 
enough at their own disposal. Their misfortune is, that they have so 
much Their labour would not be the worse applied because they worked 
for themselves, instead of for a paymaster. So far is [large] capital from 
being indispensable for the cultivation of barren tracts, that schemes of 
this kind, which could only bring loss to a rich speculator, are successfully 
achieved by his pcnndess rival. A capitalist must have a certain return 
for the money he lays out, but the poor man evpends nothing but his own 
superabundant labour, which would be valueless if not so employed, so 
that his returns, however small, are all cleat profit. No man in his senses 
would ever have thought of wasting money upon the original sand of the 
Pays de Wacs ; but the haid-woiking boois who settled there two 
hundred years ago, without any other stock than their industry, contrived 
to enrich both themselves and the land, and indeed to make the latter the 
richest in Em ope. There is no soil so worthless that an English labourer 
will not cageily accept an allotment of it ; and while the green valley, 
from which some Highland community has been driven, is fast relapsing 
under the superintendence of a wealthy sheep-farmer into its primitive 
wildness, its former tenants are forming new patches of arable land on the 
rock-strewn moors along the sea-coast * 

‘ The profit of reclaiming waste land,’ says the Digest of Evidence to 
Lord Devons Commission,* ‘will b^ best understood from a practice 
not uncommon in Ireland, to which farmers sometimes resort. This con- 
sists in giving the use of a small portion of it to a poor cottier or herds- 
man for the first three crops, after which this improved portion is given up 
to the farmer, and a fresh piece of the w^aste land is taken on the same 
terms by the cottier.* Well may the compiler say, ‘ Here we have the 
example of the very poorest class in Ireland obtaining a livelihood by the 
cultivation of waste land under the most discouraging and the least 
remunenitive circumstances that can well be imagined ’ 

It is quite worthy of the spiiit which peiwades the wi etched attempts as 
yet made to do good to Ireland, that this spectacle of the poorest of man- 
kind making the land valu.ible by their labour for the profit of other 
people, who have done nothing to assist them, does not once strike Lord 
Devon and his Commission as a thing which ought not to be. Mr. 
Thornton strongly urges the claims of common justice and common sense. 

‘ The colonists ought to be allow^ed to retain permanent possession of 
the spots reclaimed by them. To employ them as labouiers in bringing 
the land into a remunerative condition (see Report of Land Occupation 

acres each.* It is compflited (p. 565) that by these arrangements 500,000 labourers, 
equivalent to at least two millions and a half of population, would be abstracted 
from competition m the labour market, while, on the waste land alone, an addition 
of nearly twenty-two millions sterling would be made to the gross produce of the 
country; ‘and that the first three or four years* crops would return the cost 
requisite to bring about this change.* 

Mr. Griffith and the other witnesses no doubt made their calculations on the 
supposition of potato culture. But the small farms in Belgium are a proof that the 
cultivation of hemp and flax (the latter in particular completely suited to the 
climate of Ireland) may be profitably conducted on so^ origin?illy barren as 
most of the Irish wastes, and in farms of five or si.x acres, 

* P. 570. 
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Commissioners), in order that it may then be let to some one else, while 
they are sent to shift for themselves where they can, may be an excellent 
mode of enriching the landlord, but must eventually aggravate the suffer- 
ings of the poor. It is probably because this plan has been generally 
practised, that the reclamation of waste land has hitheito done nothing 
for the benefit of the Irish peasantry. If the latter are to derive any 
advantage from it, such of them as may be located on the waste, should 
receive perpetu«al leases of their respective allotments — should be made 
freeholders, in fact, or at least perpetual tenants at a quit rent. Such an 
appropriation of waste land would of course require that compensation 
should be made to all who previously possessed any interest m it. But 
the value of a legal interest in land which cannot be enclosed or cultivated 
without permission of the legislature, can only be proportionate to the 
actual yearly produce ; and as land in a natural state yields little or 
nothing, all legal claims upon it might be bought up at a trifling expense, 
or might be commuted for a very small annual payment to be made by 
the settlers. Of the perfect competence of Parliament to direct some 
arrangement of this kind, there can be no question. An authority which 
compels individuals to part with their most valued propeity on the 
slightest pretext of public convenience, and permits railway projectors to 
throw dow'n family mansions and cut up favourite pleasure grounds, need 
not be very scrupulous about forcing the sale of boggy meadows or 
mountain pastures, in order to obtain the means of curing the destitution 
and misery of an entire people.* * 

It would be desirable, and in most cases necessary, that the tracts of 
land should be prepared for the labours of the peasant, by being drained 
and intersected Avith roads at the expense of government ; the interest 
of the sums so expended, and of the compensation paid for existing rights 
to the waste land, being charged on it when reclaimed as a perpetual 
quit-rent, redeemable at a moderate number of years’ purchase. The 
state would thus incur no loss, while the advances made would give that 
immediate employment to the surplus labour of Ireland, which if not 
given in this manner, will assuredly have to be given in some other, not 
only less useful, but far less likely to repay its cost. The millions 
lavished during the famine in the almost nominal execution of useless 
works, without any result but that of keeping the people alive, would, if 
employed in a great operation on the waste lands, have been quite as 
effectual for relieving immediate distress, and would have laid the founda- 
tion broad and deep fur something really deserving the name of social 
improvement. But, as usual, it was thought better to throw away money 
and exertion in a beaten track, than to take the responsibility of the most 
advantageous investment of them in an untrodden one. 

§ 7. If after the superabundant evidence ehcited‘in the Irish inquiries, 
of the extent and capability of improvement of the waste lands, the reader 
can doubt their sufficiency for home colonization on’ such a scale as to 
effect with benefit to everybody the ‘clearing* of all Ireland ; there are 
yet other means, by which not a little could be done in the dissemination 
of peasant proprietors over even the existing area of cultivation. There 
is at the present time an experiment in progress, in more than one part of 
England, for the creation of peasant proprietors. The project is of 
Chartist origin, and its^first colony is now in full operation near Rickmans- 
worth, in Hertforashire. The plan is as follows : — Funds were raised by 
subscription, and vested in a joint-stock company. With part of these 
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funds an estate of several hundred acres was bought. This estate was 
divided into portions of two, three, and four acres, on each of which a 
house was erected by the Association. These holdings were let to select 
labourers, to whom also such sums were advanced as were thought to 
amount to a sufficient capital for cultivation by spade labour. An annual 
payment, affording to the Company an interest of five per cent, on their 
outlay, was laid on the several holdings as a fixed quit-rent, never in any 
circumstances to be raised. The tenants are thus proprietors from the 
first, and their redemption of the quit-rent, by saving from the produce of 
their labour, is desired and calculated upon. 

The originator of this experiment appears to have successfully repelled 
(before a tribunal by no means prepossessed in his favour, a Committee of 
the House of Commons) the imputations which were lavished upon his 
project, and upon his mode of executing it. Should its issue ultimately 
be unfavourable, the cause of failure will be in the details of management, 
not in the piinciple. These wcll-conceived arrangements afford a mode 
in which private capital may co-operate m renovating the social and 
agricultural economy of Ireland, not only without sacrifice but with con- 
siderable profit to Its owners The remarkable success of the Waste 
Land Improvement Society, which proceeded on a plan far less advan- 
tageous to the ten.int, is an instance of what an Irish peasantry can be 
stimulated to do, by a sufficient assiiiance that what they do will be for 
their own advantage. It is not indispensable to begin at once with a 
perpetuity : long leases at moderate rents, like those of the Waste Land 
Society, would suffice, if a prospect were held out to the farmers of being 
allowed to purchase their farms with the capital which they might acquire, 
as the Society’s tenants were so rapidly acquiring under the influence of 
its beneficent system. It would be a boon to allow them to become 
purchasers of the land even at the value given to it by their own labour ; 
and though, on the part of government, to take such an advantage of their 
exertions would be most ungenerous and illiberal, it would be allowable in 
private capitalists undertaking a work of national benefit as an advan- 
tageous investment of capital. When the lands were sold, the funds of 
the association would be liberated, and it might recommence operations 
in some other quarter. 

Nor is it only by joint-stock associations, and the introduction of 
English capital, that this system might be acted upon : it would be most 
advantageous to every individual landowner in the distressed counties, 
who has any funds which he can freely dispose of. Under the new Irish 
poor law, there are no means for the landlords of escaping rum, unless, 
by some potent stimulant to the industrial energies of the people, they 
can largely increase ^he produce of agriculture : and since there is no 
stimulant available, so potent as a permanent interest m the soil, either 
the present landloqis, or those English mortgagees to whom the estates 
of the more impoverished landowners must inevitably pass, would find it 
to their advantage, if not to grant at once this permanent interest to their 
tenants, at least to hold out to them the prospect of acquiring it. The 
government, too, into whose hands no small portion of the land of Ireland 
may be expected to fall, in consequence of unrepaid advances, either past 
or yet to come, will have a noble opportunity of rendering the acquisition 
instrumental to the foimation of a peasant propri^aiy : but, to the state, 
it would be most discreditable to seek for piofit at the expense of the 
peasantry ; and whether the ownerships were granted immediately or 
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only held out in prospect, the rent or price should be no more than suffi- 
cient to repay the state for its advances. 

§ 8. When the formidable difficulties in which the government of this 
country is becoming moie and moie deeply involved by the condition of 
Ireland, shall be met instead of being e\acled, by men capable of rising 
Svipeiior both to their own indolence and piejudices and to those of 
others ; we may hope to see, from the present la/y, apathetic, reckless, 
improvident and lawless Ireland, a new Ireland arise, consisting of 
peasant propiietors with something to lose, and of lined laboureis with 
something to gam , the former attached to peace and law through the 
possession of property, the latter through the hope of it ; w'hile the agri- 
culture of one-half of Ireland w'ould be conducted on the best system of 
small cultivation, and that of the other half on the best piinciples of large 
farming and combination of labour. Would it be too much to hope, that 
when the number of hired labourers was duly proportioned to the soil on 
which they w'cre employed, and a peaceful ‘clearing' had made the 
country safe for English capital to dwell in, the rate of wages w'ould be 
sufficient to establish a tolerably high standard of living— and the spirit 
of saving, fostered by the desire of acquiring land, would prevent that 
standard^ from being again depressed through an impiudent increase of 
popiilatio’n ? 

In the complication of human affairs, the actual effects of causes, 
whether salutary or injurious, remam always far short of their tendencies. 
But history is not without examples of changes, similar in kind to that 
which I have been sketching, and the results of them aie not uninstruc- 
tive. Three times during the course of French history, the peasantry 
have been purchasers of land ; and these times immediately preceded 
the three principal eras of French agricultural prosperity 

‘Aux temps les plus mauvais,' says the historian Michelet,* ‘aux 
moments de pauvietd univcrselle, oii le riche mcme est pauvre et \cnd 
par force, alors le pauvre se trouve en dtat d’acheter ; nul acqudreur ne 
se prdsentant, le paysan en guenilles arrive avec sa piece d or, et il acquiert 
un bout de terre. Ces moments de ddsastre ou le paysan a pu acqudnr 
la terre h bon marchd, ont toujours 6 i 6 suivis d’un i^lan subit de fcVonditd 
qu'on ne s’expliquait pas. Vers 1500, par excmple, qiiand la Fiance 
^puisde par Louis XI. semble achever sa ruine en Italic, la noblesse qui 
part est obligde de vendre ; la terie, passant a de nouvellcs mams, ic- 
fleuiit tout-«Vcoup , on tiavaillc, on batit. Cc beau moment (dans le style 
de Phistoirc monarchique) s’est appeld /e bon Loins XI I , 

• II dure peu, malheurcusemcnt. La terre est a peine remise en bon 
dtat, le fisc fond dcssus ; les guerres de religion airivent, qui scinblent 
raser tout jusqu’au sol, miseres horribles, famines ,atroces ou les meres 
mangeaient leurs enfants. Qui croirait que le pays se relcve de K\? Eh 
bien, la guerre finit k peine, de ce champ ravage, de cette chaumicie 
encore noire et brulde, sort Pdpargne du paysan. II achete ; en dix ans, 
la France a changd de face ; en vingt ou trente, tous les biens ont doubld, 
tripld de valeur. Ce moment encore baptisd d’un nom royal, s’appelle U 
bon HenH IV, et le grand Richelieu.’ 

Of the third era it is needless to speak : it was that of the Revolution. 

Whoever would study the reverse of the picture, may compare these 
historic periods, chararcterized by the dismemberment of large and the 


* Lt Pcufle, ire partie, ch. Ii 
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construction of small propcities, with the wide-spread national suffering 
which accompanied, and the permanent deterioration of the condition of 
the labouring classes which followed, the ‘clearing’ away of small yeomen 
to make room for large grazing fanns, w’hich was the grand economical 
event of English history during the sixteenth century. 

1 have concluded a discussion, which has already occupied a space 
almost dispiopoitioned to the dimensions of this woik ; and 1 here close 
the examination of those simpler forms of social economy in which the 
pioduce of the land either belongs undividedly to one class, or is shared 
only between two classes. We now proceed to the hypothesis of a three- 
fold division of the produce, among labourers, landlords, and capitalists : 
and in order to connect the coming discussions as closely as possible with 
those which have now for some time occupied us, I shall commence with 
the subject of Wages. 


CHAPTER XI. 

OF WAGES. 

§ I. Under the head of Wages are to be consideied, first, the causes 
winch determine or influence the wages of labour generally, and secondly, 
the differences that exist between the \vages of diffeient employments It 
IS convenient to keep these two classes of considerations separate , and 
in discussing the law of wages, to proceed in the first instance as if there 
were no other kind of labour than common unskilled labour, of the 
average degree of hardness and disagreeableness 

Wages, like other things, may be regulated either by competition or by 
custom : but the last is not a common case. A custom on the subject, even 
if established, could not easily maintain itself unaltered in any other 
than a stationary slate of society. An increase or a falling off m the 
demand for labour, an increase or diminution of the labouring pofHil.ition, 
could hardly fail to engender a competition which would bieak down any 
custom icsjiecting ivages, by giving either to one side or to the other 
a btiong direct mteiest in infiinging it. We may at all events speak 
of tlie wages of labour as determined, in ordinary circumstances, by com- 
petition. 

Wages, then, deiiend upon the demand and supply of labour ; or as it 
is often exjiiesscd, on the proportion between population and capital Dy 
population IS here meant the number only of the labouring class, or lathcr 
of those who w'oik for hire ; and by capital, only circulating capital, and 
not even the whole of that, but the part which is expended in the direct 
purchase of labour. To this, however, must be added all funds which, 
without forming a paift of capital, arc paid in exchange for labour, such as 
the wages of soldiers, domestic servants, and all other unjiroductivc 
labourers. Theie*is unfortunately no mode of expressing, by one familiar 
term, the aggregate of what may be called the wages-fund of a country : 
and as the wages of productive labour form nearly the whole of that fund, 
it IS usual to overlook the smaller and less impoitant part, and to say that 
wages depend on population and capital. It wall be convenient to 
employ tins expression, remembering, however, to consider it as ellipticalj 
and not as a literal statement of the entire truth. 

With these limitations of the terms, wages nof only depend upon tho 
relative amount of capital and population, but cannot be affected by 
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anything else. Wages (meaning, of course, the general rate) cannot rise, 
but by an increase of the aggregate funds employed in hiring labourers, or 
a diminution in the number of the competitors for Lire ; nor fall, except 
either by a diminution of the funds devoted to paying labour, or by an 
increase in the number of labourers to be paid. 

§ 2. There are, however, some facts in apparent contradiction to this 
dcctrine, which it is incumbent on us to consider and explain. 

For instance, it is a common saying that wages are high when trade is 
good. The demand for labour in any particular employment is more 
pressing, and higher wages are paid, when there is a brisk demand fofthe 
commodity produced ; and the contrary when there is what is called 
a stagnation : then workpeople are dismissed, and those who are retained 
must submit to a reduction of wages : although in these cases there is 
neither more nor less capital than before. This is true ; and is one of 
those complications m the concrete phenomena, which obscure and 
disguise the operation of general causes ; but it is not really inconsistent 
with the principles laid down. Capital which the owner does not employ 
in purchasing labour, but keeps idle in his hands, is the same thing to the 
labouiers, for the time being, as if it did not exist. All capital is, from 
the variations of trade, occasionally m this state. A manufacturer, find- 
ing a black demand for his commodity, forbears to employ labourers 
in inci easing a stock which he finds it difficult to dispose of ; or if he 
goes on until all his capital is locked up in unsold goods, then at least he 
must of necessity pause until he »can get paid for some of them. But 
no one expects either of these states to be permanent : if he did, 
he would at the first opportunity remove his capital to some other 
occupation, in which it would still continue to employ labour. The capital 
leinains unemployed for a time, during which the labour market is over- 
stocked, and wages fall. Afterwards the demand revives, and perhaps 
becomes unusually brisk, enabling the manufacturer to sell his commodity 
even faster than he can produce it : his whole capital is then brought into 
complete efficiency, and if he is able, he borrows capital m addition, 
which would otherwise have gone into some other employment. At such 
times wages, in his particular occupation, rise. If we suppose, what 
in strictness is not absolutely impossible, that one of these fits of briskness 
or of stagnation should affect all occupations at the same time, wages 
altogether might undergo a rise or a fall. These, however, are but 
temporary fluctuations : the capital now lying idle will next year be 
in active employment, that which is this year unable to keep up with 
the demand will in its turn be locked up in crowded warehouses ; and wages 
in these several depjirtments will ebb and flow accordingly ; but nothing 
can pcnnanently alter general wages, except either an increase or a 
diminution of capital itself (always meaning by th^ term, the funds ot 
all sorts, destined for the payment of labour) compared with the quantity 
of labour offering itself to be hired. 

Again, it is another common notion, that high prices make high 
wages ; because the producers and dealers, being better off, can afford to 
pay more to their labourers. I have already said that a brisk demand, 
which causes temporary high prices, causes also temporary high wages. 
But high prices, in themselves, can only raise wages if the dealers, 
receiving more, are induced to save more, and make an addition to their 
capital, or at least to^ffieir purchases of labour. This is indeed likely 
enough to be the case ; and if the high prices came direct from heaven, or 
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even from abroad, the labouring class might be benefited, not by the high 
pri».es Aemselves, but by the increase of capital occasioned by them. The 
same effect, however, is often attributed to high price which is the result of 
restrictive laws, or which is in some way or other to be paid by the 
remaining members of the community ; they having no greater means than 
before to pay it with. High puces of this sort, if they benefit one class of 
labourers, can only do so at the expense of others ; since if the dealers by 
receiving high prices are enabled to make greater savings, or otherwise 
increase their purchases of labour, all other people by paying those high 
prices have their means of saving, or of purchasing labour, reduced in an 
equal degree ; and it is a matter of accident whether the one alteration or 
the other will have the greatest effect on the labour maiket Wages will 
probably be temporarily higher in the employment in which prices have 
risen, and somewhat lower in other employments : in which case, while 
the first half of the phenomenon excites notice, the other generally 
overlooked, or if observed, is not ascribed to the cause which really 
pioduced it. Nor will the partial rise of wages last ’#)ng : for though the 
dealers in that one employment gain more, it does not follow that there is 
room to employ a greater amount of savings in their own business : their 
increasing capital will probably flow over into other employments, and 
there counteibalance the diminution previously made in the demand for 
labour by the diminished savings of other classes, 
t Another opinion often maintained is, that wages (meaning of course 
money wages) vary with the price <jf food ; rising when it rises, and 
falling when it falls. This opinion is, I conceive, only partially true ; and 
in so far as true, m no way affects the dependence of wages on the pro- 
portion between capital and labour ; since the price of food, when it 
affects wages at all, affects them through that law. Dear or cheap food 
caused by variety of seasons does not affect wages (unless they are arti- 
ficially adjusted to it by law or charity) : or rather, it has some tendency 
to affect them in the contrary way to that supposed ; since in times of 
scarcity people generally work harder, and lower the labour market 
against themselves. But dearness or cheapness of food, when of a 
permanent character, and capable of being calculated on beforehand, may 
affect wages. In the first place, if the labourers have, as is often the case, 
no more than enough to keep them in working condition and enable them 
barely to support the ordinary number of children, it follows that if food 
grows permanently dearer without a rise of wages, a greater number of 
the children will prematurely die ; and thus wages will ultimately be 
higher, but only because the number of people will be smaller, than if 
food had remained cheap. But, secondly, even though wages were high 
enough to admit of food becoming more costly without depriving the 
labourers and their #fami lies of necessaries ; though they could bear, 
physically speaking, to be worse off, perhaps they would not consent to 
be so. They may Jiave habits of comfort which are to them as necessaries, 
and sooner than forego which, they would put an additional restraint on 
their power of multiplication ; so that wages would rise, not by increase 
cf deaths, but by diminution of births. In these cases, therefore, wages 
do adapt themselves to the price of food, though after an interval of 
almost a generation. Mr. Ricardo considers these two cases to compre- 
hend all cases. He assumes, that there is ever>’where a minimum rate of 
wages ; either the lowest with w^hich it is physicyilly possible to keep up 
tlie population, or the lowest with which the people will choose to do so# 
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To this minimum he assumes that the general rate of wages always fei^s ; 
that they can never be lower, beyond the length of time required for a 
diminished rate of increase to make itself felt, and can never long continue 
higher. This assumption contains sufficient truth to render it admissible 
for the purposes of abstiact science ; and the conclusion which Mr, 
Ricardo draws from it, namely, that wages in the long run use and fall 
A\ith the permanent price of food, is, like almost all his conclusions, true 
hypothetically, that is, granting the suppositions from which he sets out. 
But in the application to practice, it is necessary to consider that the 
minirauni of w'hich he speaks, especially w’hen it is not a physical, but 
what may be teimcd a moral minimum, is itself liable to vary. If wages 
were previously so high that they could bear reduction, to wffiich the 
obstacle was a high standard of comfort habitual among the labourers, a 
rise of the price of food, or any other disadvantageous change in their 
circumstances, may operate in tw'O wviys . it may correct itself by a use of 
wages, brought about through a gradual effect on the prudential check to 
population; or it may permanently low’cr the standaid of living of the 
class, in case tl^eir picMOUs habits in respect of population prove stronger 
than their pievious habits in respect of comfort. In that case the injury 
done to them will be permanent, and their deteriorated condition will 
become a new minimum, tending to perpetuate itself as the more ample 
minimum did befoie. It is to be feared that of the tw'o modes m which 
the cause may operate, the last is the jnost fiequent, or at all events 
sufficiently so to lender all propositions ascribing a self-repairing quality 
to the calamities which befall the labouring classes practically of no 
validity. 'J here is considerable evidence that the circumstances of the 
agiicuituial laboureis in England have moie than once in our history 
sustained gicat peimanent deterioration, from causes which operated by 
diminishing the demand foi kibour, and which, if population had exercised 
Its powci of self adjustment in obedience to the pievious st.ind.iid of 
comfoit, could only have had a temporary effect : but unhapjjily the 
poverty m w'hich the class was plunged during a long series of years 
brought that pievious standard into disuse ; and the next generation, 
growing up without having possessed those pristine comfoits, multiplied 
m turn without any attempt to retrieve them * 

The converse case occurs when, by improvements in agriculture, the 
repeal of com laws, or other such causes, the necessaries of the labourer 
are cheapened, and he is enabled, with the same wages, to command 
greater comforts than before. Wages will not fall immediately ; it is 
even possible that they may rise ; but they will fall at last, so as to leave 
the labourers no better off than before, unless duimg this interval of 
prosperity the standard of comfoi t regarded as indispensable by the class, 
IS permanently raised. Unfortunately this salutaiy effect is by no means 
to be counted upon it is a much more difficult thing to raise, than to 
low'er, the scale of living which the labourers will consi/ler as more indis- 
pensable than marrying and having a family. If they content themselves 
wuth enjoying the greater comfort while it lasts, but do not learn to 
require it, they will people down to their old scale of living. If fiom 
poverty their children had previously been insufficiently fed or implopcily 
nursed, a giesiter number will now be reared, and the comj)clition of 
these, when they grow up, will depress wages, probably in full proportion 
* See the historical ske^h of the condition of the English peasantry, prepared 
ftom the best aijthorities by Mr. Thornton, iq bis work on Ovcr-PQf>%dcUiQn^ 
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to the greater cheapness of food. If the effect is not pioduced in this 
mode, It will be pioduced by earlier and more numerous marriages, or by 
an increased lumber of births to a marriage. According to all experience, 
a great increase invariably takes place in the number of marriages, in 
seasons of cheap food and full employment. I cannot, therefore, agree in 
the importance so often attached to the repeal of the corn laws, considered 
merely as a labourers’ question, or to any of the schemes, of which some 
one 01 other is at all times in vogue, for making the labourers a very 
little better off. Things which only affect them a very little, make no 
permanent impression upon their habits and requirements, and they soon 
slide back into their former state. To produce permanent advantage, 
the temporary cause operating upon them must be sufficient to make a 
great change in their condition— a change such as will be felt for many 
years, notwithstanding any stimulus which may give during one genera- 
tion to the increase of people. When, indeed, the improvement is of this 
signal character, and a generation grows up which has always been used 
to an improved scale of comfoit, the habits of this new generation in 
respect to population become formed upon a higher minimum, and the 
improvement in their condition becomes permanent. Of cases in point, 
the most remarkable is France after the Revolution. The majority of the 
population being suddenly raised from misery to independence and com- 
paiative comfort, the immediate effect was that population, notwithstand- 
ing the destiuctive wars of the period, staited forward with unexampled 
rapidity, partly because impiwed circumstances enabled many children 
to be reaied who would otherwise have died, and partly from increase of 
births. Thc'succeeding geneiation, however, grew up with h.ibits entiiely 
altcied ; and though the country was never befoie in so piosperous a 
stale, the annual number of biiths is now neaily stationaiy,^ and the 
increase of population exti cmcly slow.f 

§ 3. Wages depend, then, on the piopoition between the number of the 
labouring population, and the capital or other funds dexoted to the 
purchase of labour ; we will say, for shortness, the capital. If wxages are 
higher at one time or place than at another, if the subsistence and comfort 
of the class of hired labourers aie more ample, it is, and can be, for no 

* Supra, pp. 201 to 203. 

t A similar, Ihoagh not an equal improvement in the standard of living look 
place among the labourers of England during the remarkable fifty years from 1715 
to 1765* which were distinguished by such an extraordinary succession of fine 
harvests (the years of decided deficiency not exceeding five in all that period) that 
the average jiricc of wheat during those years was much lower than duiing the 
previous halt century. Mr. Malihus computes that on the average of sixty years 
preceding 1720, the labourei could purchase with a day’s earnings only two thuds 
of a peck ot wheat, while Jrom 1720 to 1750 he could purchase a whole peck The 
average price of wheat, according to the Eton tables, for fifty years ending with 
1715, was 4IS 74*d. the quarter, and for the last twenty-three of lhe5.e, 45s. 8d., 
while for the lifty year^ following, it was no more than 34s. iid. So considerable 
an improvement in the condition of the labouring class, though arising from the 
accidents of seasons, yet coiUimiing for more than a generation, hail time to work 
a change in the habitual rcMpiiremcnts of the labouring class ; and this period is 
always noted as the date of ‘ a marked improvement of the quality of the food 
consumed, and a decided elevation m the standard of their comforts and con- 
veniences.* — (Mahhus, Principles of Pohltcal Economy^ p. 255.) For the character 
of the period, see Mr. Tooke’s excellent History of Pnees^^Qi, i. pp. 38 to 
for the prices of com, the Appendix to that work. 
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other reason, than because capital bears a greater proportion to popula- 
*^'on. It is not the absolute amount of accumulation or of production, 
that is of importance to the labouring class ; it is not the amount even of 
the funds destined for distribution among the labourers : it is the pro- 
portion between those funds and the numbers among whom they are 
shared. The condition of the class can be bettered in no other way than 
by altering that proportion to their advantage : and every scheme for 
their benefit, which does not proceed on this as its foundation, is, for all 
permanent purposes, a delusion. 

In countries like North America and the Australian colonies, where the 
knowledge and arts of civilized life, and a high effective desire of 
accumulation, co-exist with a boundless extent of unoccupied land, the 
growth of capital easily keeps pace with the utmost possible increase of 
population, and is chiefly retarded by the impracticability of obtaining 
labourers enough. All, therefore, who can possibly be bom, can find 
employment without overstocking the market : every labouring family 
enjoys in abundance the necessaries, many of the comforts, and some of 
the luxuries of life ; and, unless in case of individual misconduct, or 
actual inability to work, poverty does not, and dependence needs not, 
exist. A similar advantage, though in a less degree, is occasionally 
enjoyed by some special class of labourers in old countries, from an 
extraordinarily rapid growth, not of capital generally, but of the capital 
employed in a particular occupation. So gigantic has been the progress 
of the cotton manufacture since*the inventions of Watt and Arkwright, 
that the capital engaged in it has probably quadrupled m the time which 
population requires for doubling. While, therefore, it has attracted from 
other employments neaily all the hands which geographical ciicumstances 
and the habits or inclinations of the people rendered available; and 
while the demand it created for infant labour has enlisted the immediate 
pecuniary interest of the operatives in favour of promoting, instead of 
restraining, the increase of population ; nevertheless wages in the great 
seats of the manufacture are still so high, that the collective earnings of a 
family amount, on an average of years, to a very satisfactory sum ; and 
there is, as yet, no sign of decrease, while the effect has also been felt in 
raising the general standard of agricultural wages in the surrounding 
country. 

Uut those circumstances of a country, or of an occupation, in which 
population can with impunity increase at its utmost late, are rare, and 
transitory. Very few arc the countries presenting the needful union of 
conditions. Either the industrial arts are backward and stationary, and 
capital therefore increases slowly ; or the'effective desire of accumulation 
being low, the increase soon reaches its limit ; or, even though both 
these elements are ai their highest known degree, '''the increase of capital 
is checked, because there is not fresh land to be resorted to, of as good a 
quality as that already occupied. Though capital should for a time 
double itself simultaneously with population, if all this capital and 
population are to find employment on the same land, they cannot without 
an unexampled succession of agricultural inventions continue doubling 
the produce ; therefore, if wages did not fall, profits must ; and when 
profits fall, increase of capital is slackened. Besides, even if wages did 
not fall, the price of^food (as will be shown more fully hereafter) would 
in these circumstan&s necessarily rise ; which is equivalent to a fall of 
wages. 
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Except, therefore, in the very peculiar cases which ! have just noticed, 
of which the only one of any practical importance is that of a new colony, 
or a country in circumstances equivalent to it, it is impossible that 
population should increase at its utmost rate without lowering wages. 
Nor will the fall be stopped at any point, short of that which either by its 
physical or its moral operation, checks the inci ease of populaUon. In no 
old country, therefore, does population increase at anything like its 
utmost rate ; in most, at a very moderate rate ; in some countries, not at 
all. These facts are only to be accounted for in two ways. Either the 
whole number of births which nature admits of, and which happen in 
some circumstances, do not take place ; or if they do, a large proportion 
of those who are born, die. The retardation of increase results either 
from mortality or prudence ; from Mr. Malthus’s positive, or from his 
preventive check : and one or the other of these must and does exist, 
and very powerfully too, in all old societies. Wherever population is not 
kept down by the prudence either of individuals or of the state, it is kept 
down by starvation or disease. 

Mr. Malthus has taken great pains to ascertain, for almost every 
country in the world, which of these checks it is that operates ; and the 
evidence which he collected on the subject, in his Essay on Population, 
may even now be read with advantage. Throughout Asia, and formeily 
in most European countries in which the labouring classes were not in 
personal bondage, there is, or was, no restrainer of population but death. 
The mortality was not always the result of poverty ; much of it proceeded 
from unskilful and careless management of children, from uncleanly and 
otherwise unhealthy habits of life among the adult population, and from 
the almost periodical occurrence of destructive pestilences. Throughout 
Europe these causes of shortened life have much diminished, but they 
have nowhere ceased to exist. Until a period not very remote, hardly 
any of our large towns kept up their population, independently of the 
stream always flowing into them from the rural districts ; this was still 
true of Liverpool until very recently ; and even in London, the mortality 
is larger, and the average duration of life shorter, than in rural districts 
where there is much greater poverty. In Ireland, epidemic fevers, and 
deaths from the exhaustion of the constitution by insufficient nutriment, 
accompany even the most moderate deficiency of the potato crop. 
Nevertheless, it cannot now be said that in any part of Europe, population 
is principally kept down by disease, still less by star\'ation, either in a 
direct or an indirect form. The agency by which it is limited is 
preventive, not (in the language of Mr. Malthus) positive. But the 
preventive remedy seldom, I believe, consists in the unaided operation of 
- prudential motives on a class wholly or mainly composed of labourers for 
hire, and looking forward to no other lot. In EngJand, for example, I 
much doubt if the generality of agricultural labourers practise any 
prudential restraint whatever. They generally marry as early, and have 
as many children to a marriage, as they would or could do if they were 
settlers in the United States. During the generation which preceded the 
enactment of the present Poor Law, they received the most direct en- 
couragement to this sort of improvidence ; being not only assured of 
support, on easy terms, whenever out of employment, but even when in 
employment, very commonly receiving from the parish a weekly allowance 
proportioned to their number of children ; and tht mairicd with large 
families being always from a short-sighted economy, employed m 
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preference to the unman ied ; which last piemium on population still 
exists. Under such prompting-, the rural labourers acquiieJ habits of 
recklessness, which are so congenial to the uncultivated mind that in 
whatever manner produced, they in general Jong survive then immediate 
causes. There aie so many new elements at woik m society, even in 
those deeper strata w'hich are inaccessible to the mere movements on 
the surface, that it is hazardous to affiim anything positive on the mental 
state or practical impulses of classes and bodies of men, when the same 
assertion may be true to-day, and may rec]uire great modification m five 
years’ time. It does however seem, that if the rate of increase of popula* 
tion depended solely on the agricultural labourcis, it would, as far as 
dependent on births, and unless rcpiessed by deaths, be as rapid in the 
southern counties of England as in America. The lestiaining pimciplc 
lies in the very great propoi tion of the population composed of the middle 
classes and the skilled artizans, who in this country almost equal in 
number the common labourers, and on whom prudential motives do, in a 
considerable degree, operate. 

§ 4 Where a labouiing class who hav^e no property but their daily 
wages, and no hope of acquiring it, refrain from ovei-rapid multiplication, 
the cause, I believe, has always hitheito been, either actual legal lestiaint, 
or a custom of some sent which, without intention on their part, insensibly 
moulds thc’r conduct, or affoids immediate inducements not to marry. 
It IS not generally known in how many countries of Europe direct legal 
obstacles aie opposed to improvident inainages. The communications 
made to the original Poor Law Commission by our foreign ministers and 
consuls in different parts of Europe, contain a considerable amount of 
information on this subject. Mr. Senior, in his preface to those communi- 
cations,* says that in the countries which recognise a legal right to relief, 
‘ marriage on the part of persons in the <actu«il receipt of relief appears to 
be evciyvvheic prohibited, and the marriage of those who aie not likely to 
possess the means of independent suppoit is allowed by vciy few. Thus 
we are told that in Norway no one can mairy without “showing, to tlie 
satisfaction of the clergyman, that he is peimancnlly settled in such a 
manner as to oficr a fair prospect that he can in.iintain a family ” 

‘in Mecklenburg, that “mariiages aie delated by consuipiion in the 
twenty-second year, and military sei vice for six years ; besides the paities 
must have a dwelling, without which a clcig)man is not permitted to 
marry them. The men mairy at fiom twenty-live to thiity, the women 
not much eailier, as both must first gain by scivice enough to establish 
themselves ” 

‘ In Saxony, that “a man may not marry before he is twenty-one years 
old, if liable to seive in the army. In Dresden professionists (by which 
w»ord artizans are probably meant) may not mltrry until they become 
masters in their trade ” 

‘ In Wiirtemberg, that “no man is allowed to marty till his twenty-fifth 
year, on account of Ins militaiy duties, unless permission be especially 
obtained or purchased at that age he must also obtain permission, which 
IS gi anted on proving that he and his wife would have together sufficient 
to maintain a family or to establish themselves ; in large towns, say from 
800 to 1000 florins (from 66/. 13J 4ff to 84/. ^s. 4 ^/) ; in smaller, from 400 
to 500 florins : m villages 200 florins (16/. 13^. 

* hoiming an Appendix (F) to the General Report of the Commissioners, and 
also published by authority as a separate volume. 

t Preface, p. xxxix. ^ 
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The minister at Munich says, ‘The great cause why the number of 
the poor is kept so low in this country arises from the prevention by law 
of maniages in cases in which it cannot be proved that the parties ha\e 
reasonable means of subsistence ; and this regulation is in all places and 
at all tunes strictly adhered to. The effect of a constant and firm obser- 
vance of tins rule has, it is tiue, a considerable influence in keeping down 
the population of Bavaiia, which is at present low for the extent of 
country, but it has a most salutary effect in averting extreme poverty and 
consequent misery ’* 

At Lubeck, ‘maniages among the poor are delayed by the necessity a 
man is under, first, of previously proving that he is in a regular employ, 
work, or profession, that will enable him to maintain a wife : and secondly, 
of becoming a burgher, and equipping himself in the uniform of the 
buigher guard, which together may cost him nearly 4/.'! At P'rankfort, 
‘ the government prescribes no age for marrying, but the permission to 
marry is only granted on proving a livelihood 

The allusion, in some of these statements, to militaiy^ duties, points out 
an indirect obstacle to marriage, intei posed by the laws of some countries 
in which there is no direct legal restraint. In Prussia, for instance, the 
institutions which compel every able-bodied man to serve for several years 
in the army, at the tune of life at which imprudent marriages are most 
likely to take place, aie probably a full equivalent, in effect on population, 
for the legal lestrictions of the smaller Gjerman states. 

§ 5. Where there is no general law restrictive of marriage, there are 
often customs equivalent to it. When the guilds or trade corporations of 
the middle ages weie 111 vigour, their bye laws or regulations were con- 
ceived with a very vigilant eye to the advantage which the trade derived 
from limiting competition : and they made it very effectually the interest 
of artizans not to many until after passing through the two stages of 
apprentice and joumeyman, and attaining the rank of master.§ In Nor- 

* Pieface, p. xxmii., or p. 554 of the Appendix itself. 

+ Appendix, p.^ 419. 4: ibid. p. 567. 

§ ‘ hii gencial,* says Sisniondi, Menomhre des maitres etalt fixe dans chaque 
cominunauto, ct Ic nialtie pouvaitseul tenir boutique, acheler et vendre pour son 
comptc. Cha(jue niaiire ne pouvait former qu’un certain noinbre d’apprcntis, 
auxquels il cnseignait son metier ; et dans plusieurs communautes, il n’en pouvait 
lenir qu’un seul. ('haque mailre pouvait de mCme tenir un nomhre limite 
d ouvriers qui jiortaient le nom de compagnons; et, dans ks metiers ou Ton nc 
pouvait avoir qu’un scul apprenli, on ne pouvait avoir non plus qu’un seul, on que 
deux compagnons, ^ Aucun liommc ne pouvait acheter, vendre, ou travailler dars 
un mtUer, s’ll n’etait apprenti, compagnon, ou maitre ; aucun homme ne pouvait 
devenir compagnon s’ll n’avait servi un nombre d’annees determine comme ap- 
prenti, ou devenir mattre ?il n’avait servi un nombre egal ^’annecs comme com- 
pagnon ; et s’ll n’avait de plus fait son chef-d’oeuvre, ou execute un travail dcsigne 
dans son metier, qui derail etre juge par sa jurande. On voit que celte organisa- 
tion metlait entierement dans la mam des maitres le renouvellement des corps de 
metier. Eux sculs pouvaient reccvoir des apprentis ; mais ils n’etaient point 
obliges en prendre ; aussi se faisaient-ils payer cette faveur, et souvent h un prix 
trcs-eleve ; en sorte qu’un jeune homme ne pouvait eiilrer dans un metier s’ll 
navait, ail prealable, la sommequ’il fallait payer pour son apprentissage, et celle 
qui lui etait necessaire pour se sustenter pendant la duree cle cet apprentissage ; 

pendant qnatre, cinq, ou sept ans, tout son travail ai^iartenait a son maitre. 
Sa dependance de ce maitre eiait tout aussi longtemps absolue ; car un seul acle 
dc la volonte, ou meme du caprice de celui-ci, pouvait lui former I’entr^c des pro- 
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way, where the labour is chiefly agricultural, it is forbidden by law to 
engage a farm-servant for less than a year ; which was the general 
English practice until the poor laws destroyed it, by enabling the farmer 
to cast his labourers on parish pay whenever he did not immediately 
require their labour. In consequence of this custom, and of its enforcement 
by law, the whole of the rather limited class of agricultural labourers in 
Norway have an engagement for a year at least, which if the parties are 
content with one another, natuially becomes a permanent engagement : 
hence it is known in every neighbourhood whether there is, or is likely to 
be, a vacancy, and unless there is, a young man does not marry, knowing 
that he could not obtain employment. The custom still exists in Cumber- 
land and Westmoreland, except that the term is half a year instead of a 
year ; and seems to be still attended with the same consequences. The 
farm-servants ‘ are lodged and boarded in their master’s houses, which 
they seldom leave until, through the death of some relation or neighbour, 
they succeed to the ownership or lease of a cottage farm. What is called 
surplus labour does not here exist.’* I have mentioned in another chapter 
the check to population in England during the last century, from the 
difficulty of obtaining a separate dwelling place-f Other customs 
restrictive of population might be specified : in some parts of Italy, it is 
the practice, according to Sismondi, among the poor, as it is well known 
to be in the higher ranks, that all but one of the sons remain unmarried. 
But such family arrangements are not likely to exist among day labourers. 
They are the resource of small proprietors and metayers, for preventing 
too minute a subdivision of the land. 

In England generally there is now scarcely a relic of these indirect 
checks to population ; except that in parishes owned by one or a ve^ 
small number of landowners, the increase of resident labourers is still 
occasionally obstructed, by preventing cottages from being built, or by 
pulling down those which exist ; thus restraining the population liable to 
become locally chargeable, without any material effect on population 
generally, the work required in those parishes being perfonned by 


fessions lucratives, L’apprenti, devenu compagnon, acquerait un peu plus de 
liberty ; il pouvait s’engager avec quel mattre il voulait, passer de I’un^ Tautre ; et 
comme rentree au compagnonage n’etait ouverte que par Tapprcntissage, il com- 
inen9ait k profiter du monopole dont il avait souflert, et il etait k peu pres sQr de 
se faire bien payer un travail que personne ne pouvait faire, si ce n’est lui. Ce- 
pendant il depcndait de la jurande pour obtenir la maitrise ; aussi ne se regardait- 
il point encore comme assure de son sort, comme ayant un ^tat. £11 general, il ne 
se mariait point qu’il ne fdt fass^ mattre, 

' 11 est bien certain, et comme fait et comme thcorie, que Tetablissement des 
corps de metier cmp^chait et devait empecher la n..issance d'une population 
surabondante. D’aprb les statuts de presejue tous les corps de metier, un homrne 
ne pouvait 6 tre pass 6 maitre qu’apr^s vingt-cinq ans ; laais s’ll n’avait pas un 
capital k lui, s’ll n*avait pas fait des Economies sumsantes, il continuait bien plus 
longtemps k travailler comme compagnon ; plusieurs, et peut-^lre le plus grand 
nombre des artisans, demeuraient compagnons toute leur vie. Il etait presque sans 
exemple, cf^pendant, quMs se mariassent avant d’etre re9us maitres ; quand ils 
auraient 6 te assez imprudens pour le desirer, aucun p^re n’aurait voulu donner sa 
fille k un homme qui n’avait point d’etat .’ — Nouveaux Pnncipes^ book iv. ch. la 
See also Adam Smith, book i. ch. 10, part 2. 

* See Thornton on 'Over- Population^ p. 18, and the authorities there cited, 
t Supra, p, 118. 
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labourcis settled clbcwhere. The surrounding districts always feel them- 
selves much aggrieved by this practice, against which they cannot defend 
themselves by similar means, since a single acre of land owned by any 
one w'ho does not enter into the combination, enables him to defeat the 
attempt, very profitably to himself, by covering that acre with cottages. 
To meet these complaints it has already been under the consideration of 
Parliament to abolish parochial settlements, and make the poor rate a 
charge not on the parish, but on the whole union. If this proposition be 
adopted, which for other reasons is very desirable, it will remove the 
small remnant of what was once a check to population : the value of 
which, however, from the narrow limits of its operation, must now be 
considered very trifling. 

§ 6. In the case, therefore, of the common agricultural labourer, the 
checks to population may almost be considered as non-existent. If the 
growth of the towns, and of the capital there employed, by which the 
factory operatives aie maintained at their piesent average rate of wages 
notwithstanding their rapid increase, did not also absorb a great part of 
the annual addition to the rural population, there seems no reason in the 
present habits of the people why they should not fall into as miserable a 
condition as the Irish ; and if the market for our manufactures should, I 
do not say fall off, but even cease to expand at the rapid rate of the last 
fifty years, there is no certainty that this fate may not be m reserve for 
us ; especially consideiing how much the Irish themselves contribute to 
it, by migrating to this country and underbidding its native inhabitants. 
Without carrying our anticipations forward to such a calamity, which the 
great and growing intelligence of the factory population would, it may be 
hoped, avert, by an adaptation of their habits to their circumstances ; the 
existing condition of the labourers of some of the most exclusively agri- 
cultuial counties, Wiltshire, Somersetshire, Dorsetshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, is sufficiently painful to contemplate. The labourers 
of these counties, with large families, and seven or perhaps eight shillings 
for their weekly wages when in full employment, have lately become one 
of the stock objects of popular compassion : it is time that they had the 
benefit also of some application of common sense. 

Unhappily, sentimentality rather than common sense is the genius that 
usually presides over the discussion of these subjects ; and while there is 
a growing sensitiveness to the hardships of the poor, and a ready dis- 
position to admit claims in them upon the good offices of other people, 
there is an all but universal unwillingness to face the real difficulty of 
their position, or advert at all to the conditions which nature has made 
indispensable to the improvement of their physical lot. Discussions on 
the condition of the labourers, lamentations over its wretchedness, denun- 
ciations of all who are supposed to be indifferent to it, projects of one 
kind or another for iq[iproving it, were in no county and in no time of the 
world, so rife as at present : but there is a tacit agreement to ignore 
totally the law of wages, or to dismiss it in a parenthesis, w'lth such terms 
as ‘hard-hearted Malthusianism’; as if it were not a thousand times 
more hard-hearted to tell human beings that they may, than that they 
may not, call into existence swarms of creatures who are suie to be miser- 
able, and most likely to be depraved ; and forgetting that the conduct^ 
which it is reckoned so cruel to disapprove, is a degrading slavery to a 
brute instinct in one of the persons concerned, ana most commonly, in 
the other, helpless submission to a revolting abuse of power. 
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It is not wonderful that the working classes themselves should cherish 
error on this subject. They obey a common propensity, in laying the 
blame of their misfortunes, and the responsibility of providing remedies, 
on any shoulders but their own. They must be above the average level 
of humanity if they chose the more disagreeable opinion, when nearly all 
their professed teachers, both in their own and in every other class, either 
silently reject or noisily declaim against it. The true theory of the causes 
of poverty seems to answer nobody’s peculiar purpose. Those who share 
the growing and certainly well-grounded discontent with the place filled 
and the part performed in society by what are called the higher classes, 
seem to think that acknowledging the necessary dependence of wages on 
population is removing some blame from those classes, and acquitting 
them at the bar of public opinion for doing so little for the people ; as if 
anything they could do, either in their present relation to them or in any 
other, could be of permanent use to the people in their material interests, 
unless grounded on a recognition of all the facts on which their condition 
depends. To this class of opponents, the accidents of personal politics 
have latterly added nearly the whole cfTcctivc literal y strength of the 
party who proclaim themselves Conservative of existing social arrange- 
ments. Any one with whom the cause of the poor is a principle, and not 
a pretence, or a mere freak of sensibility, must contemplate with un- 
feigned bitterness the conduct, during ten important years, of a large 
poition of the Tory party, including nearly all its popular organs ; who 
have studiously fostered the prejudices and inflamed the passions of the 
demociacy, on the points on which democratic opinion is most liable to 
be dangerously wrong, for the paltry advantage of turning into a handle 
of popular declamation against their Whig rivals an enactment most 
salutary in principle, in which their own parly had concurred, but of 
which those rivals were almost accidentally the nominal auihois. 

So long as mankind lemained m a scmi-baibarous state, with the in- 
dolence and the few wants of the savage, it probably was not desirable 
that population should be restrained ; the pressure of physical want may 
have been a necessary stimulus, in that stage of the human mind, to the 
exertion of labour and ingenuity required for accomplishing that greatest 
of all past changes in human modes of existence, by which industrial life 
attained predominance over the hunting, the pastoral, and the military or 
predatory state. Want, in that age of the world, had its uses, as even 
slavery had ; and there may be corners of the earth where those uses are 
not yet superseded, though they might easily be so were a helping hand 
held out by more civilized communities. But in Europe the time, if it 
ever existed, is long past, when a life of privation had the smallest 
tendency to make men either better workmen or more civilized beings. 
It IS, on the contrary, evident, that if the agiiciultural labouicrs were 
better off, they would both work more efficiently, and be better citizens. 
I ask, then, is it true, or not, that if their numbers were fewer, they would 
obtain higher wages ? This is the question, and no other : and it is idle 
to divcit attention from it, by attacking any incidental position of Malthus 
or some other writer, and pretending that to refute that, is todispro\e the 
piinciple of population. Some, for instance, have achieved an easy 
victory over a passing remaik of Mr. Malthus, hazarded chiefly by way 
of illustration, that the increase of food may perhaps be assumed to take 
place in an arithmetital ratio, while population increases in a geometrical: 
when every candid reader knows that Mr. Malthus laid no stress on thii 
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Unlucky atteiUpt to give numerical precision to things which do not admit 
of It, and every person capable of reasoning must see that it is wholly 
superfluous to his argument. Others have laid immense stress upon a 
correction which more recent political economists have made m the mere 
language of the eailier followers of Mr. Malthus. Several writers had 
said that it is the tendency cf population to mcicasc than the means 
of subsistence. The assertion was true in the sense m which they meant 
it, namely, that population would m most circumstances increase faster 
than the means of subsistence, if it weie not checked either by mortality 
or by prudence. 3Uit inasmuch as these checks act with unequal force at 
different times and places, it was possible to interpiet the language of 
these writers as if they had meant that population is usually gaming 
giouncl upon subsistence, and the poverty of the people becoming greater. 
Under this interpretation of their meaning, it was iiiged that the leveise 
is the truth . that as civilization advances, the prudential check tends to 
become stronger, and population to slacken its rate of increase, relati\ely 
to subsistence , and that it is an error to maintain that population, m any 
impioMiig community, lends to increase faster than, or even so fast as, 
subsistence. The word tendency is heie used in a totally diffeicnt sense 
from that of the wTiteis who aflirnied the pioposilion. but waiving the 
verbal question, is it not allowed on both sides, that in old countries 
population presses too closely upon the means of subsistence ? And 
although Its pressure diminishes, the more the ideas and liabits of the 
poorest class of labouicis can be improved, to w'hich it is to be hoped 
that theie is always some tendency in a progiessive country, yet since 
that tendency has hitheito been, and still is, exticinely faint, and (to 
descend to particulais) has not \ct extended to giMng to the Wiltshire 
labouiers higher wages than eight shillings a week, the only thing winch 
it is necessary to consider is, whether that is a sufficient and suitable 
provision for a labouier , for if not, population does, as an existing fact, 
bear loo gic.it a ])ioj)oilion to the means of subsistence ; and whether it 
piesscd still hardei or not quite so hard at some former peiiod, is jiiac- 
tically of no moment, except that, if the latio is an improving one, thcie 
is the better hope that by proper aids and encouragements it may be 
made to improve nioie and faster. 

It IS not, howexer, against leason, that the argument on this sulijcct has 
to struggle ; but against a feeling of dislike, which will only reconcile 
Itself to the unwelcome truth when every device is exhausted by which 
the recognition of that truth can be evaded. It is necess.iry, ihercfoie, to 
enter into a detailed ex.ammation of these devices, and to force eveiy 
position which is taken up by the enemies of the population principle, in 
their determination to find some refuge for the labourer, some plausible 
means of improving his# condition, without requiring .the cxcicise, either 
enforced or voluntaiy, of any lelf-icstraint, or any gi eater control than at 
piesent over the anunal power of multiplication. This will be the object 
of the next chapter. 


CHAPTER XII, 

OF POPULAR REMEDIES FOR LOW WAGI'S. 

§ I. The simplest expedient which can be imagined for keeping the 
wages of labour up to the desiralile point, w'oiilcl be lb fix them by law ; 
and this is virtually the object aimed at in a variety of plans w'hich ha\e 
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at different times been, or still are, current, for remodelling the relation 
between labourcis and employers. No one probably ever suggested that 
wages should be absolutely fixed ; since the interests of all concerned 
often require that they should be vaiiable; but some have proposed to 
fix a minimum of wages, leaving the variations above that point to be 
adjusted by competition. Another plan, which has found many advocates 
among the leaders of the operatives, is that councils should be formed, 
which in England have been called local boards of trade, in France, 
‘conseils de prud’hommes,’ and other names: consisting of delegates 
from the workpeople and from the employers, who, meeting in fair 
conference, should agree upon a rate of wages, and promulgate it from 
authonty, to be binding generally on employers and workmen ; the 
ground of decision being, not the state of the labour-market, but natural 
equity ; to provide that the workmen shall have reasonable wages, and 
the capitalist reasonable profits. 

Others again (but these are rather philanthropists interesting them- 
selves for the labouring classes, than the labouring people themselves) are 
shy of admitting the mtcrfeience of authority in contract-? for labour ; they 
fear that if law intervened, it would intervene rashly and ignorantly ; they 
are convinced that two parties, with opposite interests, attempting to 
adjust those interests by negotiation through their repiesentatives on 
principles of equity, when no rule could be Liid down to determine what 
was equitable, would merely exasperate their differences instead of healing 
them ; but what it is useless to attempt by the legal sanction, these persons 
desire to compass by the moral. Every employer, they think, ought to 
give sufficient wages ; and if he does it not willingly, should be compelled 
to do It by general opinion ; the test of sufficient wages being their own 
feelings, or what they suppose to be those of the public. This is, I think, 
a fair representation of a considerable body of existing opinion on the 
subject. 

I desire to confine my remarks to the principle involved in all these 
suggestions, without taking into account practical difficulties, serious as 
these must at once be seen to be. I shall suppose that by one or other of 
these contrivances, wages could be kept above the point to which they 
would be brought by competition. This is as much as to say, above the 
highest rate which can be afforded by the existing capital, consistently 
with employing all the labourers. For it is a mistake to suppose that 
competition merely keeps down wages. It is equally the means by which 
they are kept up. When there are any labourers unemployed, these, 
unless maintained by charity, become competitors for hire, and wages 
fall ; but when all who were out of work have found employment, wages 
will not, under the freest system of competition, fall lower. There are 
strange notions afloat concerning the nature of competition. Some 
people seem to imagine that its effect is something indefinite ; that the 
competition of sellers may lower prices, and the competition of labourers 
may lower wages, down to zero, or some unassignable minimum. Nothing 
can be more unfounded. Goods can only be lowered in price by competi- 
tion, to the point which calls forth buyers sufficient to take them off ; and 
wages can only be lowered by competition until room is made to admit 
all the labourers to a share in the distribution of the wages-fuiid. If they 
fell below this point, a portion of capital would remain unemployed for 
want of labourers ; a counter-competition would commence on the side ol 
capitalists, and wages would rise. 
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Since, therefore, the rate of wages which results from competition dis- 
tributes the whole wages-fund among the whole labouring population ; if 
law or opinion succeeds in fixing wages above this rate, some labourers 
are kept out of employment ; and as it is not the intention of the philan- 
thropists that these should starve, they must be provided for by a forced 
increase of the wages fund : by a compulsory saving. It is nothing to fix 
a minimum of wages, unless there be a provision that work, or wages at 
least, be found for all who apply for it. This, accordingly, is always part 
of the scheme ; and is consistent with the ideas of more people than 
would approve of either a legal or a moral minimum of wages. Popular 
sentiment looks upon it as the duty of the rich, or of the state, to find 
employment for all the poor. If the moral influence of opinion does not 
induce the rich to spare from their consumption enough to set all the poor 
to work at * reasonable wages,’ it is supposed to be incumbent on the state 
to lay on taxes for the purpose, either by local rates or votes of public 
money. The proportion between labour and the wages-fund would thus 
be modified to the advantage of the labourers, not by restriction of popula- 
tion, but by an increase of capital. 

§ 2. If this claim on society could be limited to the existing genera- 
tion ; if nothing more were necessary than a compulsory accumulation, 
sufficient to provide permanent employment at ample wages for the 
existing numbers of the people ; such a proposition would have no more 
strenuous supporter than myself. Society mainly consists of those who 
live by bodily labour ; and if society, thal is, if the labourers, lend their 
physical force to protect individuals in the enjoyment of superfluities, they 
are entitled to do so, and have always done so, with the reservation of a 
power to tax those superfluities for purposes of public utility : among 
which purposes the subsistence of the people is the foremost. Since no 
one is responsible for having been born, no pecuniary sacrifice is too 
great to be made by those who have more than enough, for the purpose 
of securing enough to all persons already in existence. 

But It is another thing altogether, when those who have produced and 
accumulated arc called upon to abstain from consuming until they have 
given food and clothing, not only to all w^ho now exist, but to all whom 
these or their descendants may think fit to call into existence. Such an 
obligation acknowledged and acted upon, would suspend all checks, both 
positive and preventive ; there would be nothing to hinder population 
from starting forward at its rapidest rate ; and as the natural increase of 
capital would, at the best, not be more rapid than before, taxation, to 
make up the growing deficiency, must advance with the same gigantic 
strides. The attempt would of course be made to exact labour in 
exchange for support. But experience has shown the sort of work to be 
expected from recipients i)f public charity. When the. pay is not given 
for the sake of the work, but the work found for the sake of the pay, in- 
efficiency is a matter of certainty : to extract real work from day-labourers 
without the power of dismissal, is only practicable by the power of the 
lash. It is conceivable, doubtless, that this objection might be got 
over. The fund raised by taxation might be spread over the labour 
market generally, as seems to be intended by the supporters of the t/roil 
au travail in France ; without giving to any unemployed labourer a right 
to demand support, in a particular place or from a particular functionary. 
The power of dismissal, as regards individual laboAiers, would then 
remain ; the government only undertaking to create additional employ- 
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ment when there was a deficiency, and reserving, like other employers, 
the choice of its own workpeople. But let them work ever so efficiently, 
the increasing population could not, as we have so often shown, increase 
the produce proportionally : the surplus after all were fed would bear a 
less and less proportion to the whole pioduce and to the population . and 
the increase of people going on in a constant latio, while the increase 
of produce went on in a diminishing ratio, the surplus would m time 
be wholly absorbed ; taxation for the support of the poor would 
engross the whole income of the country ; the payers and the receivers 
would be melted down into one mass. The check to population either by 
death or prudence, could not then be staved off any longer, but must 
come into operation suddenly and at once ; everything which places 
mankind above a nest of ants or a colony of beavers, having perished in 
the interval. 

These consequences have been so often and so cleaily pointed out by 
celebrated authors, in writings known and accessible, that ignorance of 
them on the part of educated persons is no longer pardonable. It is 
doubly discreditable in any peison setting up for a public teacher, to 
ignore these considerations ; to dismiss them silently, and discuss or de* 
claim on wages and poor-laws, not as if these aiguments could be refuted, 
but as if they did not exist. Yet such has been the tone of popular and 
newspaper discussion for some years past. 

Everyone has a right to live We will suppose this granted. But no 
one has a right to bring creatures into life, to be supported by other 
people. Whoever means to stand upon the first of these rights must 
renounce all pretension to the last. If a man cannot suppoit even him- 
self unless others help him, those others aie entitled to say that they do 
not also undertake the support of all the offspring which it is physically 
possible for him to summon into the world. Yet there aie abundance of 
wnteis and public speakers, including many of most ostentatious pieten- 
sions to high feeling, whose views of life are so truly brutish, that they 
see haidship m pi eventing paupers from breeding hereditary paupers m 
the very workhouse itself. Posterity will one day ask with astonishment, 
what sort of people it could be among whom such preachers could find 
proselytes. 

It is conceivable that the state might guarantee employment at ample 
wages to all who are bom. But if it does this, it is bound m self-protec- 
tion, and for the sake of every purpose for which government exists, to 
provide that no person shall be born without its consent. If the ordinary 
and natural motives to self-restraint are removed, others must be sub- 
stituted. Restrictions on marriage, at least equivalent to those existing 
in some of the German States, or severe penalties on those who have 
children when unable to support them, would then be indispensable. 
Society may feed the necessitous, if it takes their multiplication under 
its control ; or it may leave the last to their discretion, if it abandons the 
first to their own care. But it cannot take half of the one course, and 
half of the other. Let it choose that, which circumstances or the public 
sentiment render most expedient. But it cannot with impunity take the 
feeding upon itself, and leave the multiplying fiee. 

To give profusely to the people, whether under the name of charity or 
of employment, without placing them under such influences that prudential 
motives shall act powerfully upon them, is to lavish the means of benefit- 
ing mankind, without attaining the object. Leave the people in a situa* 
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tion in which their condition manifestly depends upon ihcir numbers, and 
the greatest permanent benefit may be derived from any saciifice made 
to impiove the physical well-being of the present generation, and raise, 
by that means, the habits of their children. But lemove the regulation 
of their wages from their own control ; guarantee them a certain pay- 
ment either by law, or by the feeling of the community ; and no amount 
of comfort that you can give them will make either them or their 
descendants look to their own self-restraint as the proper means for pre- 
serving them in that state. You will only make them indignantly claim 
the continuance of your guarantee, to themselves and their full comple- 
ment of possible posterity. 

On these grounds some writers have altogether condemned the 
English poor-law, and any system of relief to the able bodied, at least 
V’hcn uncombincd with S3’stematic legal precaution against over-popula- 
tion. The fiimous Act cf 43 Elizabeth undertakes, on the part of the 
public, to piovide work and wages for all the destitute able-bodied : and 
there is little doubt that if the intent of that Act had been fully carried out, 
and no means had been adopted by the administratois of relief to neutralize 
its natuial tendencies, the poor-iate would by this time have absorbed 
the whole net piodiice of the land and labour of the country. It is not 
at all sui pi ising^, theiefoie, that Mr. Malthiis and others should at first have 
concluded against all poor-laws whatever. It required[much experience and 
careful examination of different modes of pooi -law management, to give 
assuiance that the admission of an absolute right to be supported at the 
cost of other people, could exist in law and m fact, without fatally relaxing 
the springs of indusUy and the restiaints of prudence This, however, 
was fully substantiated, by the investigations of the oiiginal Boor Law 
Commissioners. Hostile as they are unjustly accused of being to the 
principle of legal relief, they aie the fiist who fully proved the com- 
patibility of any Poor Law, in which a right to relief was lecogmsed, wMth 
the permanent interests of the l.ibouring class and of posterity. By a 
collation of facts, experimentally ascertained m paiishes scattered 
throughout England, it was showai that the guarantee of support could be 
freed from its injuiious efiects upon the minds and habits of the people, 
if the relief, tliough ample in lespect to necessaries, w^as accompanied 
with conditions w^hich they disliked, consisting of some restraints on their 
freedom, and the piivation of certain indulgences. Under this proviso, it 
may be rcgaided as irrevocably establisheci, that the fate of no member 
of the community needs be abandoned to chance ; that society can and 
therefore ought to ensure every individual belonging to it against the 
extreme of want ; that the condition even of those on the lowest step of 
the social ladder, needs not be one of physical suffering, or the dread of it, 
but only of lestiicted iivlulgcnce, and enforced rigidity of discipline. This 
is surely something gameci for humanity, important in itself, and still 
more so as a step to something beyond ; and humanity has no worse 
enemies than those who lend themselves, either knowingly or uninten- 
tionally, to bung odium on this law’, or on the piinciples m which it 
originated. 

§ 3 Next to the attempts to regulate wages, and provide artificially 
that all who aie w'llhng to w ork shall receive an adecpiate price for their 
labour, we have to consider another class of popular remedies, which do 
not profess to interfere with freedom of contract , which allow wages to 
be what the competition of the market makes them, but, when they are 
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considered insufficient, endeavour by some subsidiary resource to make 
up to the labourers for the insufficiency. Of this nature was the expedient 
resorted to by parish authorities during thirty or forty yeais previous to 
2834, generally known as the Allowance System. This was first introduced, 
when, through a succession of bad seasons, and consequent high prices of 
food, the wages of labour had become inadequate to afford to the families 
of the agricultural labourers the degree of support to which they had been 
accustomed. Sentiments of humanity, joined with the idea then incul- 
cated in high quarters, that people ought not to be allowed to suffer for 
having enriched their country with a multitude of inhabitants, induced the 
magistrates of the rural districts to commence giving parish relief to 
persons already m private employment : and when the practice had once 
been sanctioned, the immediate interests of the farmers, whom it enabled 
to throw part of the support of their labourers upon the other inhabitants 
of the parish, led to a great and rapid extension of it. The principle of 
this scheme being avowedly that of adapting the means of every family to 
its necessities, it was a natural corollary that more should be given to the 
married than to the single, and to those who had large families than to 
those who had not ; in fact, an allowance was usually granted for every 
child. So direct and positive an encouragement to population is not, 
however, inseparable from the scheme : the allowance in aid of wages 
might be a fixed thing, given to all labourers alike, and as this is the least 
objectionable form which the system can assume, we will give it the 
benefit of the supposition. 

It is obvious that this is merely another mode of fixing a minimum of 
wages, no otherwise differing fiom the direct mode, than m allowing the 
employer to buy the labour at its market price, the difference being made 
up to the labourer from a public fund. The one kind of guarantee is open 
to all the objections which have been urged against the other. It promises 
to the labourers that they shall all have a certain amount of wages, how- 
ever numerous they may be : and removes, therefore, alike the positive 
and the prudential obstacles to an unlimited increase. But besides the 
objections common to all attempts to regulate wages without regulating 
population, the allowance system has a peculiar absurdity of its own. 
This is, that it inevitably takes from wages with one hand what it adds to 
them with the other. There is a rate of wages, either the lowest on which 
the people can, or the lowest on which they will consent to, live. We will 
suppose this to be seven shillings a- week. Shocked at the wretchedness 
of this pittance, the parish authorities humanely make it up to ten. But 
the labourers are accustomed to seven, and though they would gladly 
have more, will live on that (as the fact proves) rather than restrain the 
instinct of multiplication. Their habits will not be altered for the better 
by giving them parish pay. Receiving three shulings from the parish, 
they will be as well off as befoie, though they should increase sufficiently 
to bring down wages to four shillings. They will accordingly people 
down to that point ; or perhaps, without waiting for an increase of 
numbers, there are unemployed labourers enough in the workhouse to 
j»roduce the effect at once. It is well known that the allowance system 
did practically operate in the mode described, and that under its mfluenca 
wages sank to a lower rate than had been known in England before. 
During the last century, under a rather rigid administration of the poQf^x 
laws, population incffeased slowly, and agricultural wages were considei^" ^ 
ably above the starvation point. Under tl^e. allowance system the peopli^^ 



POPULAR REMEDIES FOR LOtV tVAGES. 


ass 

increased so fast, and wages sank so low, that with wages and allowance 
together, families were worse off than they had been before with wages 
alone. When the labourer depends solely on wages, there zs an absolute 
minimum. Anything less than what will absolutely support him he will 
not take, for if he is to starve, he may as well do so without working as 
with it. But if the deficiency is to be made up by a forced contribution 
from all w'ho have anything to give, wages may fall below starv^ation 
point ; they may fall almost to zero. This deplorable system, worse than 
any other form of poor law abuse yet invented, inasmuch as it paupeiizes 
not merely the unemployed part of the population but the whole, has 
now been abolished, and of this one abuse at least it may be said 
that nobody professes to wish for its revival. Even the agitatois against 
the New Poor Law have hitherto stopped short of patronizing the 
Allowance System. 

§ 4 . But while this is (it is to be hoped) exploded, there is another 
mode of relief in aid of wages, which is at the height of popularity ; a 
mode greatly preferable, moially and socially, to parish allowance, but 
tending, it is to be feared, to a very similar economical result : I mean the 
much boasted Allotment System. This, too, is a conti ivance to compen- 
sate the labourer for the insufficiency of his wages, by giving him some- 
thing else as a supplement to them : but instead of having them made up 
from the poor rate, he is enabled to make them up for himself, by renting 
a small piece of ground, which he cultivates like a garden ])y spade 
labour, raising potatoes and other veget,ables for home consumption, with 
perhaps some additional quantity for sale. If he hires the ground ready 
manuied, he sometimes pays for it as high a rate as eight pounds an acre : 
but getting his own labour and that of his family for nothing he is able to 
gain several pounds by it even at so high a rent.* The patrons of the 
system make it a great point that the allotment shall be in aid of wages, 
and not a substitute for them ; that it shall not be such as a labourer can 
live on, but only sufficient to occupy the spare hours and days of a man 
in tolerably regular agricultural employment, with asMstance from his 
wife and children. They usually limit the extent of a single allotment to 
a quarter, or something between a quarter and half an acre. If it exceeds 
this, without being enough to occupy him entirely, it will make him, they 
say, a bad and uncertain workman for hire : if it is sufficient to take him 
entirely out of the class of hired labourers, and to become his sole means 
of subsistence, it will make him an Irish cottier; for which assertion, 
at the enormous rents usually demanded, there is some foundation. 
But in their precautions against cottiensm, these well-meaning peisons 
do not perceive, that if the system they patronize is not a cottier 
system, it is, in essentials, neither more nor less than a system of 
conacre. 

There is no doubt a material difference between eking out insufficient 
wages by a fund raised by taxation, and doing the same thing by means 
which make a clear addition to the gross produce of the country. There 
is also a difference between helping a labourer by means of his own 
industiy, and subsidizing him in a mode which tends to make him caieless 
and idle. On both these points, allotments have an unquestionable 
advMtage over parish allowances. But in their effect on wages and 

* See Ihe Evidence on the subject of Allotments, collected by the Commissioners 
9f Poor Law Enquiry. 
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population, 1 see no reason why the two plans should substantially diffef. 
All subsidies in aid of wages enable the labourer to do with less remune- 
ration, and therefore ultimately bring down the price of labour by the full 
amount, unless a change be wrought in the ideas and requiiements of the 
laboarei ; an alteration in the relative value which he sets upon the 
gratification of his instincts, and upon the increase of his comforts and the 
comfoits of those connected with him That any such change m his 
character should be produced by the allotment system, appears to me a 
thing not to be eKpecled. The possession of land, we are sometimes told, 
renders the labourer provident. Property in land does so ; or what is 
equivalent to property, occupation on fixed terms and on a permanent 
tenure But mere hiring from year to year was never found to have any 
such effect. Does possession of land render the Irishman provident 1 Tes- 
timonies, It is tiue, abound, and I do not seek to discredit them, of the 
beneficial change produced 111 the conduct and condition of labourers, by 
receiving allotments. Such an effect is to be expected while those who 
hold them are a small number ; a piivileged class, having a status above 
the common level, which they are unwilling to lose 'I hey aie al-»o, no 
doubt, almost always, originally a select class, composed of the most 
favoLiiable specimens of the labouring people: winch, however, is 
attended with the inconvenience that the persons to whom the system 
facilitates manying and having a family, aie precisely those who would 
otherwise be the most likely to practise piudentialresuaint As afiecting 
the general condition of the labouring class, the scheme, as it seems to 
me, must be eithei nugatory or mischievous If only a few labourers 
have allotments, they are naturally those who could do best without them, 
and no good is done to the class . while, if the system were general, and 
cveiy or almost every labourer had an allotment, I believe the effect 
would be much the same as when evciy or almost every labourer had an 
allow'ance in aid of wages I think there can be no doubt that if, at the 
end of the last century, the Allotment instead of the Allowance system 
had been generally adopted in England, it would equally have broken 
down the practical restraints on population wfiiich at that time did really 
exist ; population would hav^e started forward exactly as in fact it did ; 
and in twenty years, wages plus the allotment would have been, as wages 
plus the allowance actually were, no more than equal to the former 
wages without any allotment. "Jhe only difierence m favour of allot- 
ments would have been, that they make the people grow their own poor 
rales 

I am at the same time quite icady to allow, that in some ciicumstances, 
the possession of land at a fair rent, even without owmership, by the 
generality of labouieis for hire, operates as a cause not of low, but of high 
wages. This, however, is when their land rcndeiv} them, to the extent of 
actual necessaries, independent of the market for labour. There is the 
greatest difference between the position of people who live by wages, with 
land as an extra resource, and of people who can, in case of necessity, 
subsist entirely on their land, and only woik for hire to add to their com- 
forts Wages are likely to be high vvheie none aie compelled by necessity 
to sell their labour. ‘ People who have at home some kind of property to 
apply their labour to, will not sell their labour for wages that do not 
afford them a better diet than pot*itoes and mai/e, although, in saving for 
themselves, they m.ty live very much on pot.itoes and mai/e Wc are 
often surprised, m travelling on the Continent, to hear of a rate of day^s 
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wages very high, considering the abundance and cheapness of food. It is 
want of the necessity or inclination to take work, that makes day labour 
scarce, and, considering the price of provisions, dear, in many parts of the 
Continent, where property in land is widely diffused among the people/ 
Thus says Mr. Laing,* and his remark is certainly just. There aie parts 
of the Continent where, even of the inhabitants of the towns, scarcely one 
seems to be exclusively dependent on his ostensible employment ; and 
nothing else can explain the high price they put on their services, and the 
carelessness they evince as to whether they are employed at all. But the 
effect would be far different if their land or other resources gave them 
only a fraction of a subsistence, leaving them under an undiminished 
necessity of selling their labour for wages in an overstocked market. 
Their land would then merely enable them to exist on smaller wages, and 
to carry their multiplication so much the fuither before reaching the 
point below which they either could not, or would not, descend. 

To the view I have taken of the effect of allotments, 1 see no argument 
which can be opposed, but that employed by Mr Thornton,* with whom 
on this subject I am at issue. His defence of allotments is grounded on 
the general principle, that it is only the very poor who multiply \\ ithout 
regard to consequences, and that if the condition of the existing genera- 
tion could be greatly improved, which he thinks might be done by tlie 
allotment system, their successors would grow up with an increased 
standard of requirements, and would not have families until they could 
keep them in as much comfort as they had been brought up in themselves. 
I agree in as much of this argument as goes to prove that a sudden and 
very great improvement in the condition of the poor, has always, through 
its effect on their habits of life, a chance of becoming permanent. What 
happened at the time of the French Revolution is an example. But I 
cannot think that the addition of a quarter or even half an acre to eveiy 
labourer’s cottage, and that too at a rack rent, would (after the fall of 
wages which w^ould be necessary to absorb the already existing mass of 
pauper labour) make so great a difference in the comforts of the family 
for a generation to come, as to raise up from childhood a labounng 
population with a really higher permanent standaid of requirements and 
habits. So small a portion of land could only be made a permanent 
benefit, by holding out encouragements to acquire by industry and saving, 
the means of buying it outright ; a permission w'hich, if extensively made 
use of, would be a kind of education in forethought and frugality to the 
entire class, the effects of which might not cease with the occasion. The 
benefit would however arise, not from what was given, but from what they 
were stimulated to acquire. 

No remedies for low wages have the smallest chance of being efficacious, 
which do not operate on and through the minds and habits of the people. 
While these are unaffected, any contrivance, even if successful, for 
temporarily improving the condition of the very poor, would but let slip 
the reins by which population was previously curbed ; and could only, 
therefore, continue to produce its effect, if, by the whip and spur of taxa- 
tion, capital were compelled to follow at an equally accclciated pace. 
But this process could not possibly continue for long togethei, and when- 
ever it stopped It would leave the country with an increased number of the 

* Notes of a Traveller^ p. 456. • 

See Thornton on Over-PofuMofh viii. 
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poorest class, and a diminished proportion of all except the poorest, or, if 
It continued long enough, with none at all. For ‘ to this complexion must 
come at last ’ all social arrangements, which remove the natural checks to 
population without substituting any others. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

THE REMEDIES FOR LOW WAGES FURTHER CONSIDERED. 

§ I. By what means, then, is poverty to be contended agamst ? How 
is the evil of low wages to be remedied ? If the expedients usually re- 
commended for the purpose are not adapted to it, can no others be 
thought of? Is the problem incapable of solution? Can political 
economy do nothing, but only object to everything, and demonstrate that 
nothing can be done ? 

If this were so, political economy might have a needful, but would have 
a melancholy, and a thankless task. If the bulk of the human race 
are always to remain as at present, slaves to toil in which they /tave no 
inteicst, and therefore feel no interest— drudging from early morning till 
late at night for bare necessaries, and with all the intellectual and moral 
deficiencies which that implies — without resources either in mind or 
feelings— untaught, for they cannot be better taught than fed ; selfish, for 
nil their thoughts are required fpr themselves ; without interest or senti- 
ments as citizens and members of society, and with a sense of injustice 
rankling in their minds, equally for what they have not, and for what 
others have ; 1 know not what there is which should make a person with 
any capacity or reason, concern himself about the destinies of the human 
race. Theie would be no wisdom for any one but in extracting from life, 
with Epicurean indifference, as much personal satisfaction for himself and 
those with whom he sympathises, as it can yield without injury to any one, 
and letting the unmeaning bustle of so-called civilized existence roll by un- 
heeded, But there is no ground for such a view of human affairs. 
Poverty, like most social evils, exists because men follow their brute 
instincts without due consideration. But society is possible, precisely 
because man is not necessarily a brute. Civilization in every one of 
Its aspects is a struggle against the animal instincts. Over some even of 
the strongest of them, it has shown itself capable of acquiring abundant 
control. It has artificialized large portions of mankind to such an 
extent, that of many of their most natural inclinations they have scarcely 
a vestige or a remembrance left. If it has not brought the instinct of 
population under as much restraint as is needful, we must remember that 
It has never seriously tried. What efforts it has jjnade, have mostly been 
m the contrary direction. Religion, morality, and statesmanship have 
vied with one another in incitements to marriage, iind to the multiplica- 
tion of the species, so it be but in wedlock. Religion has not even yet 
discontinued its encouragements. The Roman Catholic clergy (of any 
other clergy it is unnecessary to speak, since no other have any consider- 
able influence over the poorer classes) everywhere think it their duty to 
promote marriage, in order to prevent fornication. There is still in 
many minds a strong religious piejudice against the true doctrine. 
The rich, provided the consequences do not touch themselves, think it 
impugns the wisdom of Providence to suppose that misery can resul^ 
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from the operation of a natural propensity : the poor think that ‘ God 
never sends mouths but He sends meat.’ No one would guess from 
the language of either, that man had any voice or choice in the matter. 
So complete is the confusion of ideas on the whole subject ; owing m a 
gicat degree to the mystery in which it is shrouded by a spurious 
delicacy, which prefers that right and wrong should be mismeasured and 
confounded on one of the subjects most momentous to human A\elfare, 
rather than that the subject should be freely spoken of and discussed. 
People are little aware of the cost to mankind of this scrupulosity of 
speech. The diseases of society can, no more than corporal maladies, be 
prevented or cured without being spoken about in plain languaj^e. All 
expel lence shows that the mass of mankind never judge of moral questions 
for themselves, ne\er see anything to be light or wrong until they have 
been frequently told it ; find who tells them that they have any duties in 
the matter in question, w'hile they keep within matrimonial limits ? Who 
meets with the smallest condemnation, or rather, who does not meet wuth 
sympathy and benevolence, for any amount of evil which he may have 
brought upon himself and those dependent on him, by this species of in- 
continence? While a man who is intemperate in dunk is discounte- 
nanced and despised by all who profess to be moral people, is it not 
to this hour the favourite recommendation for any paiochial office 
bestowed by popular election, to h«i\c a large family and to be unable to 
maintain them ? Do not the candidates placard their enormous families 
on walls, and publish them through thfi town in circulais 

One cannot wonder that silence on this great dcpaitment of human 
duty should produce unconsciousness of moral obligations, when it pro- 
duces oblivion of physical facts. That it is possible to delay man lage, 
and to live in abstinence while unmarried, most people are willing to 
allow : but when persons arc once married, the idea, in this country, never 
seems to enter any one’s mind that having or not having a family, or the 
number of which it shall consist, is at all amenable to their own control. 
One would imagine that children were rained down upon man led peojile, 
direct from heaven, without their being ait or part in the matter ; that it 
was really, as the common phrases have it, God’s will, and not their own, 
which decided the numbeis of their ofifspiing Let us see what is a 
Continental philosopher’s opinion on this point ; a man among the most 
benevolent of his time, and the happiness of whose married life has been 
celebrated. 

‘Lorsque des prejugds dangereu.x,’ says Sismondi,t ‘ne sont point 
accredites, lorsqu’une moiale contraire t\ nos viais devoirs enveis Ics 
autics et surtout envers les creatures qui nous doivent la vie, n’est point 
enseign^e au nom de I’autorite la plus sacree, aucun homme sage ne se 
marie avant de se trtfuver dans une condition qui»lui donne un mo>en 
assurd dc vivre ; aucun pere de famille n’a plus d’enfans qu’il n’en peut con- 
venablement ' elevef. Ce dernier compte k bon dioit que ses enfans 
devront se contenter du sort dans lequel il a vecu ; aussi doit-il di5sirer 
que la gdndration naissante represente exactement cclle qui s’en va ; 
qu’un fils et une fille ariives k I’age nubile remplacent son pure et sa m6rc ; 

Little improvement can be expected in morality until the producing large 
families is regarded with the same feelings as overfondnc'^s for wine, or any othvr 
physical excess. But while the aristocracy and clergy are foremost to set the ex« 
ample of incontinence, what can be expected from the poft’? 

f Notiveaux Pnncipes^ liv. vii. ch. 5. 
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que les enfans de $es enfans le remplacent k son tour av^C sa femme ; que 
sa fille trouve dans une autre maison, prdcisdment le sort qu*il donnera k 
la fille d’une autre maison dans la sienne, et que le revenu qui suffisait 
au\ pores suffise aux enfans/ In a country incieasing in ^vealth, some- 
thing inoie than this would be allowable, but that is a question of detail, 
not of piinciple ‘Une fois que cette famille est formde, la justice et 
rhumanitd exigent qu’il s’lmpose la meme contrainte k laquelle se 
soumettent les cclibataires Lorsqu’on voit combien est petit, en tout 
pays, le nombre dcs enfans naturels, on doit reconnaitie que cette 
contrainte est sufifisamment efficace. Dans un pays ou la population ne 
peut pas s’accroitre, ou du moms dans lequel son progrds doit etre si lent 
qu’il soit ^ peine perceptible, quand il n’y a point de places nouvelles pour 
de noiivcaiix etablissemens, un pore qui a huit enfans doit compter, ou que 
SIX de ses enfans mourront en bas age, ou que trois de ses contemporains et 
trois de ses contemporames, et dans la generation suivante, trois de ses 
fils et trois de ses filles ne se maiieront pas a cause de lui/ 

§ 2. Those who think it hopeless that the labouring classes should be 
induced to practise a sufficient degree of prudence in regard to the 
mciease of their families, because they have hitherto stopped short of that 
point, show an inability to estimate the ordinary principles of human 
action Nothing more would probably be necessary to secure that result, 
than an opinion generally diffused that it was desirable. As a moral 
principle, such an opinion has never yet existed in any country : it is 
curious that it does not so exist*m countries in which from the spon- 
taneous operation of individual forethought, population is, comparatively 
speaking, efficiently repressed. What is practised as piudence, is still 
not recognised as duly , the talkers and wi iters are mostly on the other 
side, even m France, where a sentimental horror of Malthus is almost as 
rife as in this country. Many causes may be assigned, besides the 
modem dale of the doctiine, for its not having yet gained possession of 
the general mind. Its truth has, in some respects, been its detriment. 
One may be peimitted to doubt whether, except among the poor them- 
selves (for whose prejudices on this subject there is no difficulty in 
accounting\ there has ever yet been, m anv class of society, a sincere and 
earnest desire that wages should be high. There has been plenty of 
desire to keep down the poor rate ; but, that done, people have been 
very willing that the working classes should be ill off. Neaily all who 
are not labourers themselves, are employeis of labour, and are not sorry 
to get the commodity cheap. It is a fact, that even Boards of Guardians, 
who are supposed to be official apostles of anti-population doctrines, will 
seldom hear patiently of anything which they are pleased to designate as 
Malthusianism. Boaids of Guardians principally consist of farmers, and 
farmers, it is well knWn, in general dislike even ‘'allotments, as making 
the labourers ‘too independent.’ From the gentry, who are in less 
immediate contact and collision of interest with the labourers, better 
things might be expected, and the gentry of England are usually charitable. 
But charitable people have human infirmities, and would, very often, be 
secretly not a little dissatisfied if no one needed their charity : it is from 
them one oftencst hears the base doctrine, that God has decreed there 
shall always be poor. When one adds to this, that nearly every person 
who has had in him ^any active spring of exertion for a social object, has 
had some favourite reform to effect which he thought the admission of 
this great principle would throw into the shade ; has had corn laws to 
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repeal, or taxation to reduce, or small notes to issue, or the chaiter to 
carry, or the church and the anstociacy to pull down, and lool ed upon 
every one as an enemy who thought anything impoitant except his object ; 
it IS scarcely wonderful that since the population doctiinewas fiist promul- 
gated, nine-tenths of the talk has always been against it, and the lemain- 
ing tenth only audible at inteivals ; and that it has not yet penctialcd far 
among those who might be expected to be the least willing iccipients of 
it, the laboiuers themselves. 

But let us try to imagine what would happen if the idea became general 
among the labouring class, that the competition of loo gieat numbers was 
the principal cause of their poverty ; so that eveiy labouier looked (with 
Sismondi) upon every other who had more than the number of children 
which the circumstances of society allowed to each, as doing him a wrong 
—-as filling up the place which he was entitled to share- as helping to pie- 
vent him from having the number of childicn who would not be a burthen 
but an advantage to him. Any one who supposes that this stale of 
opinion would not have a gieat effect on conduct, must be piofoiindly 
ignorant of human nature ; can never have considered how laigc a porlion 
of the motives which induce the generality of men to take caie even of 
their own interest, is derived from rcgaid for opinion — from the expecta- 
tion of being disliked or despised for not doings it. We aic often told 
that the most thorough perceotion of the dependence of wages on popula- 
tion will not influence the conduct of a labouring man, because it is not 
the children he himself can have that will produce any effect in gencially 
depressing the labour market. Tine : and it is also true, that one 
soldiers running away will not lose the battle ; accordingly it is not that 
consideration which keeps each soldier in his lank . it is the disgrace 
which naturally and inevitably attends on conduct by any one in lividual, 
which if pursued by a majority, ev^erybody can see would be fatal. Men 
are seldom found to brave the geneial opinion of their class, unless sup- 
ported either by some piinciple higher than rcgaid for opinion, or by 
some strong body of opinion elsewhere. 

It must be boine in mind also, that the opinion here in question, as 
soon as it attained any prevalence, would have powerful auxiliaiies m the 
great majoiity of women. It is never by the choice of the wife \hit 
families are too numerous ; on her devolves (along with all the phvsical 
suffering and at least a full shaie of the privations) the whole of the in- 
tolerable domestic drudgery resulting from the excess To be relieved 
fiom It would be hailed as a blessing by multitudes of w'omen who now 
never ventuie to urge such a claim, but who would urge it, if suppoitcd 
by the moral feelings of the community. Among the baibaiisnis which 
law and morals have not yet ceased to sanction, tlic most disgusting 
suiely IS, that any hinman being should be pei muted to consider himself 
as having a tYhi to the person of another. 

If the opinion were once generally established among the labouring 
class, that their w^elfare required a due regulation of the numbers of 
families, the respectable and well-conducted of the body would conform 
to the prescription, and only those would exempt themselves from it, who 
were in the habit of making light of social obligations generally ; and it 
is then that a justification would exist for converting the moral obligation 
against bringing children into the world wlio aic a burthen to the com- 
munity, into a legal one ; just as in many other cates of the progiess of 
opinion, the law ends by enfoicing against recalcitiant minorities. 
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obligations which to be useful must be general, and which, from a sense 
of their utility, a large majority have voluntarily consented to take upon 
themselves. Whether a legal sanction would be ultimately required, or 
moral sanctions, and the indirect influence of law and policy, would 
suffice— and if legal measures were necessary, of what nature it would be 
advantageous that they should be, it would be premature, in the present 
state of the question, to discuss. 

The prospects, then, of the existing system of society depend upon 
this : What chance js there that opinions and feelings, grounded on the 
law of the dependence of wages on population, will arise among the 
labouring classes ? and by what means can such opinions and feelings be 
called forth ? Before considering the grounds of hope on this subject, a 
hope which many persons, no doubt, will be leady, without consideration, 
to pronounce chimerical, I will remark, that on the possibility of making 
a satisfactory answer to these two questions, depends the acquittal or the 
condemnation of the industrial system prevailing in this country, and re- 
garded by many wi Iters as iht 7te phts ultra of civilization— the peima- 
nent dependence of the whole labouring class of the community on the 
wages of hired labour. The question we aie considering is, whether, of 
this state of things, over-population and a degiaded condition of the 
labouiing class are the inevitable consequence. If a prudent regula- 
tion of population were not reconcilable with the system of hiied 
labour, the conclusion would be that the system is a nuisance, and that 
the gi and object of economical statesmanship should be (by whatever 
arrangements of pioperty, and alterations m the modes of applying 
industiy), to bring the labouring people under the influence of stronger 
and more obvious inducements to this kind of piudence, than the relation 
of workmen and employers could afibrd. 

There is, however, no such incompatibility. The causes of poverty 
are not so obvious at first sight to a population of hired labourers, as to 
one of proprietors, but they are in no way mysteiious. The dependence 
of wages on the number of the competitors for employment, is so far 
from hard of comprehension, or unintelligible to the labouring classes, 
that by great bodies of them it is already iccognised and habitually acted 
on. It is familiar to all Trades Unions • every successful combination to 
keep up wages, owes its success to contrivances for restricting the number 
of the competitors ; all skilled trades are anxious to keep down their own 
numbers, and many impose, or endeavour to impose, as a condition upon 
employers, that they shall not take moie than a piesciibed number of 
apprentices. There is, of course, a great difference between limiting their 
numbers by excluding other people, and doing the same thing by a 
restraint imposed on themselves ; but the one as much as the other shows 
a clear perception of ^the relation between their numbers and their re- 
muneration. The principle is understood in its application to any one 
employment, but not to the general mass of employment. For this there 
are several reasons : first, the operation of causes is more easily and 
distinctly seen in the more circumscribed field • secondly, skilled artizans 
are a more intelligent class than ordinary manual labourers ; and the 
habit of concert, and of passing in review their general condition as a 
trade, keeps up a better understanding of their collective interests : thiidly 
and lastly, they are the most provident, because they are the best off, and 
have the most to preserve. What, however, is clearly perceived and 
admitted in particular instances, it cannot be hopeless to see understood 
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and acknowledged as a general truth. Its recognition, at least in theory, 
seems a thing which must necessarily and immediately come to pass, 
when the minds of the labouring classes become capable of taking any 
rational view of their own aggregate condition. Of this the majority of 
them have until now been incapable, either from the uncultivated state of 
their intelligence, or from poverty, which leaving them neither the fear of 
worse, nor the smallest hope of better, makes them careless of the con- 
sequences of their actions, and w’ithout thought for the futiiie. 

§ 3. For the purpose therefore of altering the habits of the labouring 
people, there is need of a twofold action, directed simultaneously upon 
their intelligence and their poverty. An effective national education of 
the children of the labouring class, is the first thing needful : and, coinci- 
dently with this, a system of measures which shall (as the Revolution did 
in France) extinguish extreme poverty for one whole generation. 

This is not the place for discussing, even in the most general manner, 
either the principles or the machinery of national education. Of the little 
which is fit to be said on such a subject in a treatise like the present, the 
smallest portion only can be alluded to in this part of it. But it is to be 
hoped that opinion on the subject is ad\ancing, and that an education of 
mere words would not now satisfy us, slow as our progress is towards 
giving anything better even to those for whom we profess to do our very 
best Without entering into disputable points, it may be asserted without 
scruple, that the aim of all intellectual training for the mass of the people, 
should be to cultivate common sense; to qualify them for forming a 
sound practical judgment of the circumstances by which they are sur- 
rounded. Whatever, in the intellectual department, can be superadded 
to this, is chiefly ornjimental ; while this is the indispensable groundwork 
on which education must rest. Let this object be acknowledged and 
kept in view as the thing to be first aimed at, and there will be little 
difficulty in deciding either what to teach, or in what manner to teach it. 

An education directed to diffuse good sense among the people, with 
such knowledge as would qualify them to judge of the tendencies of their 
actions, would be certain, even without any direct inculcation, to raise up 
a public opinion by which intemperance and improvidence of every kind 
would be held discreditable, and the improvidence w'hich overstocks the 
labour market would be severely condemned, as an offence against the 
conimon weal But though the sufficiency of such a state of opinion, sup- 
posing it foimed, to keep the increase of population within proper limits, 
cannot, I think, be doubted ; yet, for the formation of the opinion, it 
would not do to trust to education alone. Education is not compatible 
with extreme poverty. It is impossible effectually to teach an indigent 
population. And it is difficult to make those feel the value of coml'oii 
who have never enjo^fcd it, or those appreciate the wretchedness of a pie- 
caiious subsistence, who have been made reckless, by always living from 
hand to mouth. Ihdividuals often struggle upwards into a condition cf 
ease ; but the utmost that can be expected fiom a whole people is to 
maintain themselves in it ; and improvement in the habits and require- 
ments of the mass of unskilled day labourers will be difficult and tardy, 
unless means can be contrived of raising the entire body to a state 
of tolerable comfort, and maintaining them in it until a new generation 
grows up. 

Towards effecting this object there are two resoutces available, without 
wrong to any one, without any of the liabilities of mischief attendant on 



DISTRIBUTION. 


^$4 

voluntary or legal charity, and not only without weakening, but on the 
contrary strengthening, every incentive to industry, and every motive to 
forethought. 

§ 4. The first is, a great national measure of colonization. I mean, a 
grant of public money, sufficient to remove at once, and establish in the 
colonies, a considerable fraction of the youthful agricultural population. 
By giving the preference, as Mr. Wakefield proposes, to young couples, 
or when these cannot be obtained, to fiimilies with children neaily grown 
up, the expenditure would be made to go the farthest possible towards 
accomplishing the end, while the colonies would be supplied with the 
greatest amount of what is theie 111 deficiency, and here in superfluity, 
present and prospective labour. It has been shown by others, and the 
grounds of the opinion will be exhibited in a subsequent part of the 
present work, that colonization on an adequate scale might be so con- 
ducted as to cost the country nothing, or nothing that would not be 
certainly repaid ; and that the funds required, even by way of advance, 
would not be drawn from the capital employed in maintaining labour, but 
from that surplus which cannot find employment at such profit as con- 
stitutes an adequate remuneiation for the abstinence of the possessor, and 
which IS theiefoie sent abroad for investment, or wasted at home in 
leckless speculations That portion of the income of the countiy which 
lb habit u.illy ineffective for any purpose of benefit to the labouiing class, 
would bear any di aught which it could be necessaiy to make on it for the 
amount of emigration which is hePe in view. 

To the case of Ireland, m her piesent crisis of transition, colonization, 
as the exclusive remedy, is, I conceive, unsuitable. The Irish are nearly 
the worst adapted people in Europe for settlers in the wilderness : nor 
should the founders of nations destined peihaps to be the most powerful 
in the woild, be drawn principally from the least civilized and least im- 
proved inhabitants of old countries. It is most fortunate therefore that 
the unoccupied lands of Ireland heiself afford a resource so nearly 
adequate to the emergency, as 1 educes emigration to a rank merely sub- 
sidiary. In England and Scotland, with a population much less excessive, 
and better adapted to a settler’s life, colonization must be the chief 
resource for easing the labour market, and improving the condition of the 
existing generation of labourers so materially as to raise the permanent 
standard of habits in the generation following. But England too has 
waste lands, though less extensive than those of Ireland : and the second 
resource would be, to devote all common land, hereafter brought into 
cultivation, to raising up a class of small proprietors. It has long enough 
been the practice to take these lands from public use, for the mere 
purpose of adding to the domains of the lich. It is time that what is left 
of them should be retained as an estate sacred to Ihe benefit of the poor. 
The machinery for administering it already exists, having been created 
by the (General Inclosure Act. What I would propose (though, I confess, 
with small hope of its being soon adopted) is, that in all future cases in 
which common land is peimitted to be inclosed, such portion should first 
be sold or assigned as is sufficient to compensate the owneis of manorial 
or common lights, and that the remainder should be divided into sections 
of five acres or thereabouts, to be conferred in absolute property on 
families of the labouring class who would reclaim and bring them into 
cultivation by their labour. I’he preference should be given to such 
families, and there are many of them, as had saved enough to maintain 
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them until their first crop was got in, or whose character was such as to 
induce some responsible person to advance them the requisite amount on 
their personal security. The tools, the manure, and in some cases the 
subsistence also, might be supplied by the parish, or by the state , interest 
for the advance, at the rate yielded by the public funds, being laid on as 
a perpetual quit-rent, with power to the peasant to redeem it at any time 
fora moderate number of yeais’ purchase. These little landed estates 
might, if It were thought necessary, be made indivisible by law ; though, 
if the plan worked in the manner designed, I should not apprehend any 
objectionable degiee of subdivision. In case of intestacy, and m default 
of amicable arrangement among the heirs, they might be bought by 
government at their value, and regranted to some other labouring family 
which could give security for the price. The desire to possess one of 
these small properties would probably become, as on the Continent, an 
inducement to piudence and economy perv'ading the w^hole labouiing 
population ; and that great desideratum among a people of hired labourers 
would be provided, an intei mediate class between them and their em- 
ployers ; affording them the double advantage, of an object for their 
hopes, and, as there would be good reason to anticipate, an example for 
their imitation. 

It would, however, be of little avail that either or both of these measures 
of relief should be adopted, unless on such a scale, as w^ould enable the 
w’hole body of hired labourers remaining on the soil to obtain not meiely 
employment, but a large addition to the present wages — such an addition 
as would enable them to live and bring up their children in a degree of 
comfort and independence to which they have hitherto been strangeis. 
When the object is to raise the permanent condition of a people, small 
means do not merely produce small effects, they produce no effect at all. 
Unless comfort can be made as habitual to a whole generation as 
indigence is now, nothing is accomplished, and feeble half-measures do 
but fritter away resources, far better reserved until the improvement of 
public opinion and of education shall raise up politicians who will not 
think that merely because a scheme piomiscs much, the part of states- 
manship is to have nothing to do with it. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

OF THE DIFFERENCES OF WAGES IN DIFFERENT EMPLOYMENTS. 

§ I. In treating of wages, we have hitherto confined ourselves to the 
causes which operate them generally, and r/i ^//as?ey the laws which 
govern the remuneration of oidinaiy ora\eiage labour ; without refcience 
to the existence of different kinds of work which are habitually paid at 
different rates, depending in some degree on dificient laws. We will 
now take into consideration these differences, and examine in nhat 
manner they affect or are affected by the conclusions alronc y established. 

A well known and very popular chapter of Adam Smith* contains the 
best exposition yet given of this portion of the subject. I cannot indeed 
think his treatment so complete and exhaustive as it has sometimes been 
considered ; but as far as it goes, his analysis is on ^he whole successful 

* Wealth of Nations^ book i. ch. lo. 
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The diflferences, he says, arise partly from the policy of Europe, which 
nowhere leaves things at perfect liberty, and partly ‘ from certain circum- 
stances in the employments themselves, which either really, or at least in 
the imaginations of men, make up for a small pecuniary gain in some, 
and counterbalance a great one m others/ These circumstances he 
considers to be: ‘First, the agrceableness or disagreeableness of the 
employments themselves : secondly, the easiness and cheapness, or the 
difficulty and expense of learning them ; thirdly, the constancy or in- 
constancy of employment in them ; fourthly, the small or great trust 
which must be reposed in those who exercise them ; and fifthly, the 
probability or improbability of success in them/ 

Several of these points he has very copiously illustrated : though his 
examples are sometimes drawn from a state of facts now no longer 
existing. ‘The wages of labour vary with the ease or hardship, the 
cleanliness or dirtiness, the honourableness or dishonourableness of the 
employment. Thus, in most places, take the year round, a journeyman 
tailor earns less than a lourneyman weaver. His work is much easier/ 
Things have much altered, as to a weaver’s remuneration, since Adam 
Smith’s time ; and the artisan whose work was more difficult than that of 
a tailor, can never, I think, have been the common weaver. ‘A jouiney- 
man weaver earns less than a journeyman smith. His work is not always 
easier, but it is much cleanlier/ A more probable explanation is, that it 
requires less bodily strength. ‘A journeyman blacksmith, though an 
artificer, seldom earns so much iif twelve hours as a collier, who is only a 
labourer, does in eight. His work is not quite so dirty, is less dangerous, 
and is carried on in daylight, and above ground. Honour makes a great 
part of the reward of all honourable professions. In point of pecuniary 
gain, all things considered/ their recompense is, in his opinion, below the 
average. ‘ Disgrace has the contrary effect. The trade of a butcher is a 
brutal and an odious business ; but it is in most places more profitable 
than the greater part of common trades. The most detestable of all 
employments, that of public executioner, is, in proportion to the quantity 
of work done, better paid than any common trade whatever.’ 

One of the causes which make hand-loom weavers cling to their 
occupation in spite of the scanty remuneration which it now yields, is 
said to be a peculiar attractiveness, ansmg from the freedom of action 
which it allows to the workman. ‘ He can play or idle,’ says a recent 
authority,* ‘ as feeling or inclination lead him ; rise early or late, apply 
himself assiduously or carelessly, as he pleases, and work up at any time, 
by increased exertion, hours previously sacrificed to indulgence or 
recreation. There is scarcely another condition of any portion of our 
working population thus free from external control. The factory operative 
is not only mulcted his wages for absence, but, if uf frequent occurrence, 
discharged altogether from his employment. The bricklayer, the car- 
penter, the painter, the joiner, the stonemason, the outdoor labourer, 
have each their appointed daily hours of labour, a disregard of which 
would lead to the same result/ Accordingly, ‘ the weaver will stand by 
his loom while it will enable him to exist, however miserably ; and many, 
induced temporarily to quit it, have returned to it again, when work was 
to be had/ 

There is no difficulty in understanding the operative principle in all 

* Mr. Muggeridge’s Report to the Handloom Weavers’ Inquiry Commission. 



DIFFERENCES OF WAGES. 267 

these cases. If, with complete freedom of competition, labour of different 
degrees of desirableness were paid alike, competitors would crowd into 
the more attractive employments, and desert the less eligible, thus lowering 
wages in the first, and raising them in the second, until there would be 
such a difference of reward as to balance in common estimation the 
difference of eligibility. Under the unobstructed influence of competition, 
wages tend to adjust themselves in such a manner, that the situation and 
prospects of the labourers in all employments shall be, in the general 
estimation, as nearly as possible on a par. 

‘ Employment is much more constant,’ continues Adam Smith, ‘ in some 
trades than in others. In the greater part of manufactures, a jouincy- 
man may be pretty sure of employment almost every day in the year that 
he is able to work’ (the interruptions of business arising from over- 
stocked markets, or from a suspension of demand, or from a commercial 
crisis, must be excepted). ‘A mason or bricklayer, on the contrary, can 
work neither in hard frost nor in foul weather, and his employment at all 
other times depends upon the occasional calls of his customers. He is 
liable, in consequence, to be frequently without any. What he cams, 
thciefore, while he is employed, must not only maintain him while he is 
idle, but make him some compensation for those anxious and desponding 
moments which the thought of so precarious a situation must sometimes 
occasion. When the computed earnings of the greater part of manufac- 
turers, accordingly, are nearly upon a level with the day wages of common 
labourers, those of masons and bricktayers are generally from one-half 
more to double those wages. No species of skilled labour, however, 
seems more easy to learn than that of masons and bricklayers. The high 
wages of those workmen, therefore, are not so much the recompense of 
their skill, as the compensation for the inconstancy of their employ- 
ment. 

‘ When the inconstancy of the employment is combined with the hard- 
ship, disagrecablencss, and dirtiness of the work, it sometimes raises the 
wages of the most common labour above those of the most skilful 
artificers. A collier working by the piece is supposed at Newcastle to 
earn commonly about double, and in many parts of Scotland about three 
times, the wages of common labour. His high wages arise altogether 
from the hardship, disagreeableness, and dirtiness of his work. His 
employment may, upon most occasions, be as constant as he pleases. 
The coal-heavers in London exercise a trade which in hardship, dirtiness, 
and disagrecablencss, almost equals that of colliers ; and from the un- 
avoidable irregularity in the arrivals of coalships, the employment of the 
greater part of them is necessarily very inconstant. If colliers, therefore, 
commonly earn double and triple the wages of common labour, it ought 
not to seem unreasonable that coal-heavers should •sometimes earn four 
or five times those wages. In the inquiry made into their condition a few 
years ago, it was found that at the rate at which they were then paid, 
they could earn about four times the wages of common labour in London. 
How extravagant soever these earnings may appear, if they were more 
than sufficient to compensate all the disagreeable circumstances of the 
business, there would soon be so great a number of competitors as, in a 
trade which has no exclusive privilege, would quickly reduce them to a 
lower rate.’ 

One of the points best illustrated by Adam Sffiith, is the influence 
exercised on the remuneration of an employment by the uncertainty of 
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success in it. If the chances are great of total failure, the reward in case 
of success must be sufficient to make up, in the general estimation, for 
those adverse chances. But, owing to another principle of human nature, 
if the reward comes in the shape of a few great pri7es, it usually attracts 
competitors in such numbers, that the average remuneration may be re- 
duced not only to zero, but even to a negative quantity. The success of 
lotteries proves that this is possible since the aggregate body of adven- 
turers in lotteries necessarily lose, othen\ise the undertakers could not 
gam The case of certain professions is considcied by Adam Smith to be 
similar. ‘The piobability that any pailicular person shall ever be 
qualified for the employment to which he is educated, is very different in 
ciiffcrent occupations. In the gi eater part of mechanic trades, success is 
almost certain, but very uncertain in the liberal professions. Put your son 
apprentice to a shoemaker, theic is little doubt of his leaining to make a 
pair of shoes : but send him to study the law, it is at least twenty to one 
if ever he makes such proficiency as will enable him to live by the 
business In a perfectly fair lotteiy, those who draw the prizes ought to 
gam all that is lost by those who draw the blanks. In a profession where 
twenty fail for one that succeeds, that one ought to gam all that should 
have loeen gamed by the unsuccessful tw^enty. The counsellor-at-law, who, 
perhaps, at near forty years of age, begins to make something by his 
profession, ought to receive the retiibution, not only of his own so tedious 
and expensive education, but of that of more than twenty others who are 
never likely to make anything by it How extravagant soever the fees of 
counsellors at law may sometimes appear, their ical retribution is never 
ecjual to this. Compute m any paiticular place what is likely to be 
annually gamed, and what is likely to be annually spent, by all the 
different woikmen in any common tiadc, such as that of shoemakers or 
w-eavers, and you will find that the foimer sum will generally exceed the 
latter But make the same computation with regaid to all the counsellors 
and students of law, m all the ditfeient inns of couit, and you will find 
that their annual gams bear but a small proportion to their annual 
expense, even though you rate the former as high, and the latter as low, 
as can well be done.^ 

Whether this is true in our own day, when the gains of the few are in- 
comparably greater than in the time of Adam Smith, but also the unsuc- 
cessful aspirants much more numerous, those who have the appropriate 
information must decide. It docs not, however, seem to be sufficiently 
considered by Adam Smith, that the piizes which he speaks of, compiise 
not the fees of counsel only, but the places of emclument and honour to 
which their profession gives access, together with the coveted distinction 
of a conspicuous posijion m the public eye ^ 

Even where there *are no great prizes, the mere love of excitement is 
sometimes enough to cause an adventurous employment to be over- 
stocked. This is apparent ‘ in the readiness of the common people to 
enlist as soldiers, or to go to sea. . . . The dangers and hair-breadth 
escapes of a life of adventures, instead of disheartening young people, 
seem freciuently to recommend a trade to them. A tender mother, among 
the inferior ranks of people, is often afraid to send her son to school at a 
sea- port town, lest the sight of the ships and the conversation and adven- 
tures of the sailors slyiuld entice him to go to sea. The distant prospect 
of hazards, from which we can hope to extricate ourselves by courage and 
address, is not disagreeable to us, and does not raise the wages of labour 
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in any employment. It is otherwise with those in which courage and 
address can be of no avail. In trades which are known to be very 
unwholesome, the wages of labour are always remarkably high. Un* 
wholesomeness is a species of disagreeableness, and its effects upon the 
wages of labour are to be ranked under that general head.’ 

§ 2. All these are cases in which inequality of remuneration is neces- 
sary to produce equality of attractiveness, and are examples of the 
equalizing effect of free competition. The following are cases of real 
inequality, and arise from a different principle. ‘The wages of labour 
vary according to the small or great trust which must be reposed in the 
workmen. The wages of goldsmiths and jewellers are everywhere 
superior to those of many other workmen, not only of equal, but of much 
superior ingenuity ; on account of the precious materials with which they 
are intrusted. We trust our health to the physician, our fortune and 
sometimes our life and reputation to the lawyer and attorney. Such 
confidence could not safely be reposed m people of a very mean or low 
condition. Their reward must be such, therefore, as may give them that 
rank in society which so important a trust requires.’ 

The superiority of reward is not here the consequence of competition, 
but of its absence : not a compensation for disadvantages inherent in the 
employment, but an extra advantage; a kind of monopoly price, the 
effect not of a legal, but of what has been termed a natural monopoly. If 
all labourers were trustworthy, it would not be necessary to give extra 
pay to working goldsmiths on accouiU of the trust. The degice of in- 
tegrity required being supposed to be uncommon, those who can make it 
appear that they possess it are able to take advantage of the peculiarity, 
and obtain higher pay in proportion to its rarity. This opens a class of 
considerations which Adam Smith, and most other political economists, 
have taken into far too little account, and from inattention to which, he 
has given a most imperfect exposition of the wide difference between the 
remuneration of common labour and that of skilled employments. 

Some employments require a much longer time to learn, and a much 
more expensive course of instruction than others ; and to this extent 
there is, as explained by Adam Smith, an inherent reason for their being 
more highly remunerated. If an artisan must work several years at 
learning his trade before he can earn anything, and several years more 
before becoming sufficiently skilful for its finer operations, he must have 
a prospect of at last earning enough to pay the wages of all this past 
labour, with compensation for the delay of payment, and an indemnity 
for the expenses of his education. His wages, consequently, must yield, 
over and above the ordinary amount, an annuity sufficient to repay these 
sums, with the common rate of profit, within the number of yeais he can 
expect to live and bo in working condition. This> which is necessaiy to 
place the skilled employments, all circumstances taken together, on the 
same level of advlintage with the unskilled, is the smallest difference 
which can exist for any length of time between the two remunerations, 
since otherwise no one would learn the skilled employments And this 
amount of difference is all which Adam Smith’s principles account for. 
When the disparity is greater, he seems to think that it must be explained 
by apprentice laws, and the rules of corporations which restrict admission 
into many of the skilled employments. But, independently of these or 
any other artificial monopolies, there is a natural monopoly in favour of 
skilled labourers against the unskilled, which makes the difference of 
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reward exceed, sometimes in a manifold proportion, what is sufficient 
merely to equalize their advantages. If unskilled labourers had it in 
their power to compete with skilled, by merely taking the trouble of 
learning the trade, the difference of wages could not exceed what would 
compensate them for that trouble, at the ordinary rate at which labour is 
remunerated. But the fact that a course of instruction is required, of 
even a low degree of costliness, or that the labourer must be maintained 
for a considerable time from other sources, suffices everywhere to exclude 
the great body of the labouring people from the possibility of any such 
competition. Until lately, all employments which required even the 
humble education of reading and writing, could be recruited only from a 
select class, the majority having no opportunity of acquinng those attain- 
ments. All such employments, accordingly, were immensely overpaid, as 
measured by the ordinary remuneration of labour. Since reading and 
writing have been brought within the reach of the multitude, the mono- 
poly price of the lower grade of educated employments has greatly fallen, 
the competition for them having increased in an almost incredible degree. 
There is still, however, a much greater disparity than can be accounted 
for on the principle of competition. A clerk from whom nothing is 
required but the mechanical labour of copying, gains more than an equi- 
valent for his mere exertion if he receives the wages of a bricklayer’s 
labouier. His work is not a tenth part as hard, it is quite as easy to 
learn, and his condition is less precarious, a clerk’s place being generally 
a place for life. The higher rate of his remuneration, therefore, must be 
partly asenbed to monopoly, the small degree of education required being 
not even yet so generally diffused as to call forth the natural number of 
competitors ; and partly to the remaining influence of an ancient custom, 
which requires that clerks should maintain the dress and appearance of a 
more highly paid class. In some manual employments, requiring a 
nicety of hand which can only be acquiied by long practice, it is difficult 
to obtain at any cost workmen in sufficient numbers, who are capable of 
the most delicate kind of work ; and the wages paid to them are only 
limited by the price which purchasers are willing to give for the com- 
modity they produce. This is the case with some working watchmakers, 
and with the makers of some astronomical and optical instruments. If 
workmen competent to such employments were ten times as numerous 
as they are, there would be purchasers for all which they could make, not 
indeed at the present prices, but at those lower prices which would be the 
natural consequence of lower wages. Similar considerations apply in a 
still greater degree to employments which it is attempted to confine to 
persons of a certain social rank, such as what are called the liberal pro- 
fessions ; into which a person of what is considered too low a class of 
society is not easily adpitted, and, if admitted, does not easily succeed. 

So complete, indeed, has hitherto been the separation, so strongly 
marked the line of demarcation, between the different grades of labourers, 
as to be almost equivalent to an hereditary distinction of caste ; each 
employment being chiefly recruited from the childien of those already 
employed in it, or in employments of the same rank with it in social 
estimation, or from the children of persons who, if originally of a lower 
rank, have succeeded in raising themselves by their exertions. The 
liberal professions are mostly supplied by the sons of either the pro- 
fessional or the idle qjasses : the more highly skilled manual employ- 
ments are filled up from the sons of skilled artisans, or of the class of 
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tradesmen who rank with them : the lower classes of skilled employments 
are in a similar case ; and unskilled labourers, with occasional c\cep- 
tions, remain from father to son in their pristine condition. Conscciuently 
the wages of each class have hitherto been regulated by the increase of 
its own population, rather than of the general population of the counliy. 
If the professions are overstocked, it is because the class of society from 
which they have always mainly been supplied has greatly increased in 
number, and because most of that class have numerous families, and 
bring up some at least of their sons to professions. If the wages of 
artisans remain so much higher than those of common laboiireis, it is 
because artisans are a more prudent class, and do not marry so eaily or so 
inconsiderately. The changes, however, now so rapidly taking place in 
usages and ideas, are undennining all these distinctions ; the habits or 
disabilities which chained people to their hereditary condition are fast 
wearing away, and every class is exposed to increased and inci easing 
competition from at least the class immediately below it. The general 
relaxation of conventional barriers, and the increased facilities of educa- 
tion which already are, and will be in a much greater degree, brought 
within the reach of all, tend to produce, among many excellent effects, 
one which is the reverse ; they tend to bring down the wages of skilled 
labour. The inequality of remuneiation between the skilled and the 
unskilled is, without doubt, much greater than is justifiable, but it is 
desirable that this should be remedied by raising the unskilled, not by 
lowering the skilled. If, however, the other changes taking place in 
society are not accompanied by a strengthening of the checks to popula- 
tion on the part of Libouiers generally, there will be a tendency to bring 
the lower grades of skilled labourers under the influence of a rate of 
increase regulated by a lower standard of living than their own, and thus 
to deteriorate their condition, without raising that of the general mass ; 
the stimulus given to the multiplication of the lowest class being sufficient 
to fill up without difficulty the additional space gained by them from those 
immediately above. 

§ 3. A modifying circumstance still remains to be noticed, which 
interferes to some extent with the operation of the principles thus far 
brought to view. While it is true, as a general rule, that the earnings of 
skilled labour, and especially of any labour which requires school 
education, are at a monopoly rate, from the impossibility, to the mass of 
the people, of obtaining that education ; it is also true that the policy of 
nations has almost everywhere done much to counteract the effect of this 
limitation of competition, by offering eleemosynary instruction to a much 
larger class of persons than could have obtained the same advantages by 
paying their price. Adam Smith has pointed out the operation of this 
cause in keeping dof»m the remuneration of scholarly or bookish occupa- 
tions generally, and in particular of cleigymen, literary men, and school- 
masters or other t&achers of youth. I cannot better set forth this part of/ 
the subject than in his words. 

‘ It has been considered as of so much importance that a proper number 
of young people should be educated for certain professions, that sometimes 
the public, and sometimes the piety of private founders, have established 
many pensions, scholarships, exhibitions, bursaries, etc , for this purpose, 
which draw many more people into those trades than could otherwise 
pretend to follow them. In all Christian countries, I believe, the educa- 
tion of the greater part of churchmen is paid for in this manner. Very 
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few of then! ai*e educated altogether at their own e^tpense. The long, 
tedious, and expensive education, therefore, of those who are, will not 
always procure them a suitable reward, the church being crowded with 
people who, in order to get employment, are willing to accept of a much 
smaller recompense than what such an education would otherwise have 
entitled them to ; and in this manner the competition of the poor takes 
away the reward of the rich. It would be indecent, no doubt, to compare 
either a curate or a chaplain with a journeyman in any common trade. 
The pay of a curate or chaplain, however, may very properly be con- 
sidered as of the same natuie with the wages of a journeyman. They 
are, all three, paid for their work according to the contract which they 
may happen to make with their respective superiors. Till after the 
middle of the fourteenth century, five marks, containing as much silver as 
ten pounds of our present money, was in England the usual p;iy of a 
curate or a stipendiary parish priest, as we find it regulated by the 
decrees of several different national councils. At the same period 
fourpence a day, containing the same quantity of silver as a shilling of 
our present money, was declared to be the pay of a master-mason, and 
threepence a day, equal to ninepence of our present money, that of a 
journeyman mason.* The wages of both these labourers, theiefore, 
supposing them to have been constantly employed, were much superior 
to those of the curate. The wages of the master-mason, supposing him 
to have been without employment one-third of the year, would have fully 
equalled them. By the 12th of Qeeen Anne, c. 12, it is declared, “That 
whereas for want of sufficient maintenance and encouragement to curates, 
the ernes have in several places been meanly supplied the bishop is 
therefore empowered to appoint by writing under his hand and seal 
a sufficient certain stipend or allowance not exceeding fifty, and not less 
than twenty pounds a year.” Forty pounds a year is reckoned at present 
very good pay for a curate, and notwithstanding this act of parliament, 
there are many curacies under twenty pounds a year. This last sum docs 
not exceed what is frequently earned by common labourers in many 
country parishes. Whenever the law has attempted to regulate the wages 
of workmen, it has always been rather to lower them than to raise them. 
But the l.iw has upon many occasions attempted to raise the wages of 
curates, and for the dignity of the Church, to oblige the rectors of paiishes 
to give them more than the wretched maintenance which they themselves 
might be willing to accept of. And in both cases the law seems to have 
been equally ineffectual, and has never been either able to raise the wages 
of cuiates or to sink those of labourers to the degree that was intended, 
because it has never been able to hinder either the one from being willing 
to accept of less than the legal allowance, on account of the indigence of 
their situation and the, multitude of their competitors ; or the other from 
receiving more, on account of the contrary competition of those who 
expected to derive either profit or pleasure from employing them * 

‘ In professions m which there are no benefices, such as law (?) and 
physic, if an equal proportion of people were educated at the public 
expense, the competition would soon be so great as to sink very much 
their pecuniary reward. It might then not be worth any man’s while to 
educate his son to either of those professions at his own expense. They 
would be entirely abandoned to such as had been educated by those 

* ' See the Statute of Labourers, 25 Edw. IIL* 
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public charities ; whose numbers and necessities would oblige them in 
general to content themselves with a very miserable recompense. 

‘ That unprosperous race of men, commonly called men of letters, are 
pretty much in the situation which lawyers and physicians probably 
would be m upon the foregqjng supposition In every part of Europe, 
the greater part of them have been educated for the church, but have 
been hindered by different reasons from entering into holy orders. They 
have generally, therefore, been educated at the public expense, and their 
numbers are everywhere so great as to reduce the price of their labour to 
a very paltry recompense. 

‘ Before the invention of the art of printing, the only employment by 
which a man of letters could make anything by his talents, was that of a 
public or private teacher, or by communicating to other people the curious 
and useful knowledge which he had acquired himself : and this is still 
surely a more honourable, a more useful, and in general even a more 
profitable employment than that other of wilting for a bookseller, to 
which the art of printing has given occasion. The time and study, the 
genius, knowledge, and application requisite to qualify an eminent teacher 
of the sciences, are at least equal to what is necessary for the greatest 
practitioners m law and physic. But the usual reward of the eminent 
teachers bears no proportion to that of the lawyer or physician ; because 
the trade of the one is crowded with indigent people who have been 
brought up to it at the public expense, whereas those of the other two 
are encumbered with very few who have not been educated at their own. 
The usual recompense, however, of public and private teachers, small as 
it may appear, would undoubtedly be less than it is, if the competition of 
those yet more indigent men of letters who write for bread was not taken 
out of the market. Before the invention of the art of printing, a scholar 
and a beggar seem to have been terms very nearly synonymous. The 
different governors of the universities before that time appear to have 
often granted licences to their scholars to beg.^ 

§ 4. The demand for literary labour has so greatly increased since Adam 
Smith wrote, while the provisions for eleemosynary education have no- 
where been much added to, and in the countries which have experienced 
revolutions have been much diminished, that little effect in keeping down 
the recompense of literary labour can now be ascribed to the influence of 
those institutions. But an effect nearly equivalent is now produced by a 
cause somewhat similar—the competition of persons who, by analogy with 
other arts, may be called amateurs. Literary occupation is one of those 
pursuits in which success may be attained by peisons the greater part of 
whose time is taken up by other employments ; and the education 
necessary for it, is the common education of all cultivated persons. The 
inducements to it, ind^ipendently of money, in the .present state of the 
world, to all who have either vanity to gratify, or personal or public 
objects to promote, afe extremely strong. These motives now attract into 
this career a great and increasing number of persons who do not need its 
pecuniary fruits, and who would equally resort to it if it afforded no 
remuneration at all. In our own country (to cite known examples), the 
most influential, and on the whole most eminent philosophical writer of 
recent times (Bentham), the greatest political economist (Ricardo), the most 
ephemerally celebrated, and the really greatest poets (Byron and Shelley), 
and the most successful wiiter of prose fiction (Scott)^ were none of them 
authors by profession ; and only two of the five, Scott and Byron, could 
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have supported themselves by the works which they wrote. Nearly aB 
the higher departments of authorship are, to a great extent, similarly 
filled. In consequence, although the highest pecuniary prizes of success* 
ful authorship are incomparably greater than at any former period, yet on 
any rational calculation of the chances, m the existirg competition, no 
wntcr can hope to gain a living by books, and to do so by magazines and 
reviews becomes daily more difficult. It is only the more troublesome 
and disagreeable kinds of literary labour, and those which confer no 
personal celebrity, such as most of those connected with newspapers, or 
with the smaller periodicals, on which an educated person can now rely 
for subsistence. Of these, the remunemtion is, on the whole, decidedly 
high ; because, though exposed to the competition of what used to be 
called ‘poor scholars’ (persons who had received a learned education 
from some public or private charity), they are exempt from that of 
amateurs, those who have other means of support being seldom can- 
didates for such employments. Whether these considerations are not 
connected with something radically amiss in the idea of authorship as a 
profession, and whether any social arrangement under which the teachers 
of mankind consist of persons giving out doctrines for bread, is suited to 
be, or can possibly be, a permanent thing— would be a subject well worthy 
of the attention of thinkers. 

The clerical, like the liteiary piofession, is frequently adopted by 
persons of independent means, either from religious zeal, or for the sake 
of the honour or usefulness whlth may belong to it, or for a chance of 
the high prizes which it holds out : and it is now principally for this 
reason that the salanes of curates are so low ; those salaiies, although 
considerably raised by the influence of public opinion, being still generally 
insufficient as the sole means of support for one who has to maintain the 
externals expected from a clergyman of the established church. 

When an occupation is carried on chiefly by persons who derive the 
main portion of their subsistence from other sources, its remuneration 
may be lower alniost to any extent, than the wages of equally severe 
labour in other employments. The principal example of the kind is 
domestic manufactures. When spinning and knitting were carried on 
in every cottage, by families deriving their principal support from agri- 
culture, the price at which their produce was sold (which constituted the 
remuneration of the labour) was often so low, that there would have been 
required great perfection of machinery to undersell it. The amount of 
the remuneration in such a case depends chiefly upon whether the quantity 
of the commodity, produced by this description of labour, suffices to 
supply the whole of the demand. If it does not, and there is consequently 
a necessity for some labourers who devote themselves entirely to the em- 
ployment, the price 'of the article must be sufficierft to pay those labourers 
at the ordinary rate, and to reward therefore veiy handsomely the domestic 
producers. But if the demand is so limited that the 'domestic manufacture 
can do more than satisfy it, the price is naturally kept down to the lowest 
rate at which peasant families think it worth while to continue the produc- 
tion. It is, no doubt, because the Swiss artisans do not depend for the 
whole of their subsistence upon their looms, that Zurich is able to main- 
tain a competition in the European market even with English capital, 
and English fuel and machinery * Thus far, as to the remuneration of 

* Four-fifths of the'manufacturers of the Canton of Zurich are small farmers, 
generally proprietors of their farms. The cotton manufacture occupies either 



DIFFERENCES OF WAGES. S75 

the subsidiary employment ; but the effect to the labourers of having this 
additional resource, is almost certain to be (unless peculiar counteracting 
causes intervene) a proportional diminution of the wages of their main 
occupation. The habits of the people (as has already been so often 
remarked) everywhere require some particular scale of living, and no 
more, as the condition under which they are willing to bring up a family. 
Whether the income which maintains them in this condition comes from 
one source or from two, makes no difference : if there is a second source 
cf income, they will require less fi om the first ; and will multiply (at least 
this has always hitherto been the case) to a point which leaves them no 
more from both employments, than they would probably have had from 
either if it had been their sole occupation. 

For the same reason it is found that, ccpferis paribus, those trades are 
by far the worst paid, in which the wife and children of the artisan aid in 
the work. The income which the habits of the class demand, and dowm 
to which they are almost sure to multiply, is made up, in those trades, by 
the earnings of the whole family, while in others the same income must 
be obtained by the labour of the man alone. It is even probable that 
their collective earnings will amount to a smaller sum than those of the 
man alone in other trades ; because the prudential restraint on marriage is 
unusually weak when the only consequence immediately felt is an improve- 
ment of circumstances, the joint earnings of the two going further in their 
domestic economy after marriage than before. Such accordingly is the 
fact, in the case of hand-loom weaveps. In most kinds of weaving, 
women can and do earn as much as men, and children may be and aie 
employed at a very early age : but the aggregate earnings of a family are 
lower than in almost any other kind of industry, and the marriages 
earlier. It is noticeable also that there are certain branches of hand- 
loom weaving in which wages are much above the rate common in the 
trade, and that these are the branches in which, fiom the degree of 
bodily strength requisite, neither women nor young persons are employed. 
These facts w^ere authenticated by the inquiries of the Hand-loom 
Weavers Commission, which made its report in 1841, The case of 
factory women and children may be quoted on the other side of the 
question ; but that case is an exception to ordinary principles, inasmuch 
as from successive improvements in machinery, and a consequent pro- 
gressive cheapening of the manufactured article, the expansion of factory 
employment has for half a century outstripped even the rapid growth of 
the factory population. 

§ 5. It deserves consideration, why the wages of women are generally 
lower, and very much lower, than those of men. They are not universally 
so. Where men and women work at the same employment, if it be one 
for which they are equally fitted in point of physical power, it does not 
appear that they are in general unequally paid. Women, in factories, 
earn as much as mdn ; and so they do in hand-loom weaving, which, 
being paid by the piece, brings their efficiency to a sure test. If the pay 
is unequal where the efficiency is equal, the only explanation that can be 
given is custom ; grounded either in a prejudice, or in the piesent con- 
stitution of society, which, making almost eveiy woman, socially speaking, 

wholly or partially 23,000 people, nearly a tenth part of the population ; and they 
consume a greater quantity of cotton per inhabitant than either France or England. 
See the statistical account of Zurich, formerly cited, pp. 105, 108, iia 
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an appendage of some man, enables men to take systematically the I!on*s 
share of whatever belongs to both. When an employment (as is the case 
with many trades) is divided into several parts, of some of which men 
alone are considered capable, while women or children are employed in 
the others, it is natural that those who cannot be dispensed with, should 
be able to make better terms for themselves than those who can. But the 
principal question relates to the peculiar employments of women. The 
remuneration of these is always, I believe, greatly below that of employ- 
ments of equal skill and equal disagreeableness, earned on by men. The 
explanation of this must be, that they are overstocked : that although so 
much smaller a number of women, than of men, support themselves by 
wages, the occupations which law and custom make accessible to them 
are comparatively so few, that the field of their employment is still more 
overcrowded. It must be obser\^ed, that as matters now stand, a sufficient 
degree of overcrowding may depress the wages of women to a much lower 
minimum than those of men. The wages, at least of single women, must 
be equal to their support ; but need not be more than equal to it ; the 
minimum, in their case, is the pittance absolutely requisite for the 
sustenance of one human being. Now the lowest point to which the most 
superabundant competition can permanently depress the wages of a man, 
is always somewhat more than this. Where the wife of a labouring man 
does not by general custom contribute to his earnings, the man’s wages 
must be at least sufficient to support himself, a wife, and a number of 
children adequate to keep up the population, since if it were less, the 
population would not be kept up. And even if the wife earns something, 
their joint wages must be sufficient to support, not only themselves, but 
(at least for some years) their children also The Jte plus ultra of low 
wages, therefore, (except during some transitory crisis, or in some decay- 
ing employment,) can hardly occur in any occupation which the person 
employed has to live by, except the occupations of women. 

§ 6. Thus far, we have, throughout this discussion, proceeded on the 
supposition that competition is free, so far as regards human interference ; 
being limited only by natural causes, or by the unintended effect of 
general social circumstances. But law or custom may interfere to limit 
competition. If apprentice laws, or the regulations of corporate bodies, 
make the access to a particular employment slow, costly, or difficult, the 
wages of that employment may be kept much above their natural propor- 
tion to the wages of common labour. They might be so kept without any 
assignable limit, were it not that wages which exceed the usual rate 
require corresponding prices, and that there is a limit to the price 
at which even a restricted number of producers can dispose of all they pro- 
duce, In most civilized countries, the restrictions of this kind which once 
existed have been either abolished or very muoh relaxed, and will, no 
doubt, soon disappear entirely. In some trades, however, and to some 
extent, the combinations of workmen produce a s^milar effect. Those 
combinations always fail to uphold wages at an artificial rate, unless they 
also limit the number of competitors. But they do occasionally succeed 
in accomplishing this. In several trades the workmen have been able to 
make it almost impracticable for strangers to obtain admission either as 
journeymen or as apprentices, except in limited numbers, and under such 
restrictions as they choose to impose. It was given m evidence to the 
Hand-loom Weavem Commission, that this is one of the hardships which 
aggravate the grievous condition of that depressed class. Their own 
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employment is overstocked and almost ruined ; but there are many other 
trades which it would not be difficult for them to learn ; to this, however, 
the combinations of workmen m inose other trades are said to interpose 
an obstacle hitherto insurmountable. 

Notwithstanding, however, the cruel manner in which the exclusive 
principle of these combinations operates in a case of this peculiar nature, 
I find it impossible to wish, in the present state of the general habits of 
the people, that no such combinations existed. Acts of atrocity are 
sometimes committed by them, in the way of personal outrage or intimida- 
tion, which cannot be too rigidly repressed : and even their legitimate 
liberty of refusing to work unless their own teims are conceded to them, 
they not unfrcquently exercise in an injudicious, unenlightened manner, 
ultimately very injurious to themselves. But in so far as they do succeed 
in keeping up the wages of any trade by limiting its numbers, I look upon 
them as simply intrenching round a particular spot against the inroads of 
over population, and making their wages depend upon their own rate of 
increase, instead of depending on that of a more reckless and improvident 
class than themselves. And I should rejoice if by trade regulations, or 
even by trades unions, the employments thus specially protected could be 
multiplied to a much greater extent than experience has shown to be 
practicable. What at first sight seems the injustice of excluding the more 
numerous class from sharing the gains of a comparatively few, disappears 
when we consider that by being admitted they would not be made better 
off, for more than a short time : the only permanent effect which their 
admission would produce, would be to lower the others to their own level. 
If indeed the general mass of the people were so improved m their 
standard of living, as not to press closer against the means of employ- 
ment than those trades do ; if, in other words, there were no greater 
degree of overcrowding outside the barrier, than within it — there would 
be no need of a barrier, and if it had any effects at all, they must be bad 
ones ; but in that case the barrier would fall of itself, since there would no 
longer be any motive for keeping it up. On similar grounds, if there were 
no other escape from that fatal immigration of Irish, which has done and 
is doing so much to degrade the condition of our agricultural, and some 
classes of our town population, I should see no injustice, and the greatest 
possible expediency, m checking that destructive inroad by prohibitive 
laws. But there is a better mode of putting an end to this mischief, 
namely, by improving the condition of the Irish themselves ; and England 
owes an atonement to Ireland for past injuries, which she ought to suffer 
almost any inconvenience rather than fail to make good, by using her 
power in as determined a manner for the elevation of that unfortunate 
people, as she used it Jhrough so many dicary centuries for their abase- 
ment and oppression. • 

§ 7. To conclude this subject, I must repeat an obser\ation already 
made, that there are kinds of labour of which the wages are fixed by 
custom and not by competition. Such are the fees or charges of pro- 
fessional persons ; of physicians, surgeons, barristers, and even attorneys. 
These, as a general rule, do not vary, and although competition operates 
upon those classes as much as upon any others, it is by dividing the 
business, not, in general, by diminishing the rate at which it is paid. The 
cause of this, no doubt, is an opinion prevailing in the community, that 
such persons are more trustworthy if paid highly ?n proportion to the 
work they perform ; insomuch that if a lawyer or a physician offered his 
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services at less than the ordinary rate, instead of gaining more practice, 
he would probably lose that which he already had. For analogous 
reasons it is usual to pay greatly beyond the market price of their labour, 
all persons in whom the employer wishes to place peculiar trust, or from 
whom he requires something besides their mere services. For excample, 
most persons who can afford it, pay to their domestic sei*vants higher 
wages than would purchase in the market the labour of persons fully as 
competent to the work required. They do this, not from mere ostentation, 
but from reasonable motives , because they desire that those they employ 
should serve them cheerfully, and be anxious to remain in their service ; 
because they do not like to drive a hard bargain with people whom they 
are in constant intercourse with ; and because they dislike to have near 
their persons, and continually in their sight, people with the appearance 
and habits which arc the usual accompaniments of a mean remuneration. 
Similar feelings operate in the minds of persons in business, with respect 
to their clerks and other employds. Liberality, generosity, and the credit 
of the employer, are motives which, to whatever extent they operate, 
preclude taking the utmost advantage of competition : and doubtless such 
motives might, and even now do, operate on employers of labour in all the 
great departments of industry ; and most desirable is it that they should. 
But they can never raise the average wages of labour beyond the ratio of 
population to capital. By giving more to each person employed, they 
limit the power of giving employment to numbers ; and however excellent 
their moral effect, they do little good economically, unless the pauperism 
of those who are shut out, leads indirectly to a readjustment by means of 
an increased restraint on population. 


CHAPTER XV. 

OF PROFITS. 

§ I. Having treated of the labourers share of the produce, we next 
proceed to the share of the capitalist ; the profits of capital or stock ; the 
gains of the person who advances the expenses of production—who, from 
funds in his possession, pays the wages of the labourers, or supports them 
during the work ; who supplies the requisite buildings, materials, and 
tools or machinery ; and to whom, by the usual terms of the contract, the 

S roduce belongs, to be disposed of at his pleasure. After indemnifying 
im for his outlay, there commonly remains a surplus, which is his profit ; 
the net income from his capital ; the amount which he can afford to expend 
in necessaries or pleasures, or from which by further saving he can add 
to his wealth. , • 

As the wages of the labourer are the remuneration of labour, so the 
profits of the capitalist are properly, according to Mr.''Senior’s well-chosen 
expression, the remuneration of abstinence. They are what he gains by 
forbearing to consume his capital for his own uses, and allowing it to be 
consumed by productive labourers for their uses. For this forbearance 
he requires a recompense. Very often in personal enjoyment he would 
be a gainer by squandering his capital, the capital amounting to more 
than the sum of the profits which it will yield dunng the years he can 
expect to live. But v’hile he retains it undiminishcd, he has always the 
power of consuming it if he wishes or needs ; he can bestow it upon 



PROFITS. 


379 


others at hii death ; .and in the meantime he derives from it an income, 
which he can without impoverishment apply to the satisfaction of his own 
wants or inclinations. 

Of the gains, however, which the possession of a capital enables a 
person to make, a part only is propeily an equivalent for the use of the 
capital itself; namely, as much as another peison would be willing to pay 
for the loan of it. This, which as everybody knows is called inteiest, is 
all that a person is enabled to get by merely abstaining from the 
immediate consumption of his capital, and allowing it to be used for 
productive purposes by others. The lemuneration which is obtained in 
any country for mere abstinence, is measured by the current rate of 
interest on the best security ; such security as precludes any appreciable 
chance of losing the principal. What a person expects to gain, who 
superintends the employment of his own capital, is always more, and 
generally much more, than this The rate of profit greatly exceeds the 
rate of interest. The surplus is partly compensation for risk. By 
lending his capital on unexceptionable security, he runs little or no risk. 
But if he embarks in business on his own account, he always exposes his 
capital to some, and in many cases to very great, danger of total or partial 
loss For this danger he must be compensated, otherwise he will not incur it. 
He must likewise be remunerated for the devotion of his time and labour. 
The contiol of the operations of industry usually belongs to the person 
who supplies the whole or the greatest part of the funds by which they aie 
carried on, and who, according to the* ordinary arrangement, is either 
alone interested, or is the person most interested (at least directly), in the 
result. To exercise this control with efficiency, if the concern is large 
and complicated, requiies great assiduity, and often, no ordinary skill. 
This assiduity and skill must be remunerated. 

The gross profits from capital, the gains returned to those who supply 
the funds for production, must suffice for these three purposes. They 
must afford a sufficient reward for abstinence, indemnity for risk, and 
remuneration for the labour and skill required for superintendence. These 
different compensations may be cither paid to the same, or to different 
pel sons. The capital, or some part of it, may be borrowed ; may belong 
to some one who does not undertake the risks or the trouble of business. 
In that case, the lender, or owner, is the person who practises the 
abstinence ; and is remunerated for it by the interest paid to him, while 
the difference between the interest and the gross profit remunerates the 
exertions and risks of the undertaker.* Sometimes, again, the capital, or 
a part of it, is supplied by what is called a sleeping partner ; who shares 
the risks of the employment, but not the trouble, and who, in consideration 
of those risks, receives not a mere interest, but a stipulated share of the 
gross profits. Sometifnes the capital is supplied and the risk incurred by 
one person, and the business carried on exclusively in his name, while the 
trouble of management is made over to another, who is engaged for that 
purpose at a fixed salary. Management, however, by hired servants, who 
have no interest in the lesult but that of preserving their salaries, is pro- 
verbially inefficient, unless they act under the inspecting eye, if not the 
controlling hand, of the person chiefly interested ; and prudence almost 

* It is to be regretted that this word, in this sensu, is not familiar to an English 
ear. French poluical economists enjoy a great advrntage^n being able to speak 
curiently of les ptofUs de V entrepreneur. 



aSo 


DISTRIBUTION. 


always recommends giving to a manager not thus controlled, a remune- 
ration partly dependent on the profits ; which virtually reduces the case 
to that of a sleeping partner. Or finally, the same person may own the 
capital, and conduct the business ; adding, if he will and can, to the 
management of his own capital, that of as much more as the owners may 
be willing to trust h m with. But under any or all of these arrangements, 
the same three things require their remuneration, and must obtain it from 
the gross profit : abstinence, risk, exertion. And the three parts into 
which profit may be considered as resolving itself, may be described 
respectively as interest, insurance, and wages of superintendence. 

§ 2. The lowest rate of profit which can permanently exist, is that 
which is barely adequate, at the given place and time, to afford an 
equivalent for the abstinence, risk, and exertion implied in the employ- 
ment of capital. From the gross profit has first to be deducted as much 
as will form a fund sufficient on the average to cover all losses incident to 
the employment. Next, it must afford such an equivalent to the owner 
of the capital for forbearing to consume it, as is then and there a sufficient 
motive to him to persist in his abstinence. How much will be required to 
form this equivalent, depends on the comparative value placed, in the 
given society, upon the present and the future : (in the words formerly 
used) on the strength of the effective desire of accumulation. Further, 
after coveiing all losses, and remunerating the owner for his self-denial, 
there must be something left to recompense the labour and skill of the 
person who devotes his time to the business. This recompense too must 
be sufficient to enable at least the owners of the larger capitals to receive 
for their trouble, or to pay to some manager for his, what to them or him 
will be a sufficient inducement for undergoing it. If the surplus is no 
more than this, none but large masses of capital will be employed pro- 
ductively ; and if it did not even amount to this, capital would be with- 
drawn from production, and unproductively consumed, until, by an indirect 
consequence of its diminished amount, to be explained hereafter, the rate 
of profit was raised. 

Such, then, is the minimum of profits ; but that minimum is exceedingly 
variable, and at some times and places extremely low ; on account of the 
great variableness of two out of its three elements. That the rate of 
necessary remuneration for abstinence, or in other words the effective 
desire of accumulation, differs widely in different states of society and 
civilization, has been seen in a former chapter. There is a still wider 
difference in the element which consists in compensation for risk. I am 
not now speaking of the differences in point of risk between different 
employments of capital in the same society, but of the very different 
degrees of security of propeity in different states of society. Where, as 
in most of the governments of Asia, property is .n perpetual danger of 
spoliation from a tyrannical government, or from its rapacious and ill- 
controlled officers ; where to possess or to be suspected of possessing 
wealth, is to be a mark not only for plunder, but perhaps for personal ill- 
treatment to extort the disclosure and surrender of hidden valuables ; or 
where, as in the European middle ages, the weakness of the government, 
even when not itself inclined to oppress, leaves its subjects exposed 
without protection or redress to active spoliation, or audacious withholding 
of just rights, by any powerful individual ; the rate of profit which persons 
of average dispositions will require, to make them forego the immediate 
enjoyment of what they happen to possess, for the purpose of exposing it 



PROFITS. 


381 


and themselves to these perils, must be something very considerable. 
And these contingencies affect those who live on the mere interest of their 
capital, in common with those who personally engage in production In 
a generally secure state of society, the risks which may be attendant on 
the nature of particular employments seldom fall on the person who lends 
his capital, if he lends on good security ; but in a state of society like that 
of Asia, no security (except perhaps the actual pledge of gold or jewels) 
is good : and the mere possession of a hoard, when known or suspected, 
exposes it and the possessor to risks, for which scarcely any profit be 
could expect to obtain would be an equivalent ; so that there would be 
still less accumulation than there is, if a state of insecurity did not also 
multiply the occasions on which the possession of a treasure may be the 
means of saving life or averting serious calamities. 'J hose who lend, 
under these wretched governments, do it at the utmost peril of never being 
paid. In most of the native states of India, the lowest terms on which 
any one n ill lend money, even to the government, are such that if the 
interest is paid only for a few years, and the principal not at all, the lender 
is tolerably well indemnified. If the accumulation of principal and com- 
pound interest is ultimately compiomised at a few shillings in the pound, 
he has generally made an advantageous bargain. 

§ 3. The remuneration of capital in different employments, like the re- 
muneration of labour, varies according to the ciicumstances which render 
one employment more attractive, or more repulsn e, than another. 1 he 
profits, for example, of retail trade, in proportion to the capital employed, 
exceed those of wholesale dealers or manufacturers, for this reason among 
others, that there is less consideration attached to the employment. The 
greatest, however, of these differences, is that caused by difference of risk. 
The profits of a gunpowder manufacturer must be considerably greater 
than the average, to make up for the peculiar risks to which he and his 
property are constantly exposed. When, however, as in the case of marine 
adventure, the peculiar risks are capable of being, and commonly are, 
commuted for a fixed payment, the premium of insurances takes its regular 
place among the charges of production, and the compensation which the 
owner of the ship or cargo receives for that payment, does not appear in 
the estimate of his profits, but is included in the replacement of his 
capital. 

The portion, too, of the gross profit, which forms the remuneration for 
the labour and skill of the dealer or producer, is very diffeient in different 
employments. This is the explanation always given of the extraordinary 
rate of apothecaries’ profit : the greatest part, as Adam Smith observes, 
being frequently no more than the reasonable wages of professional 
attendance ; for which, until a late alteration of the law, the apothecary 
could not demand any remuneration, except in the -prices of his drugs. 
Some occupations require a considerable amount of scientific or technical 
education ; and can bnly be earned on by persons who combine with that 
education a considerable capital ; such is the business of an engineer, both 
in the original sense of the term, a machine maker, and in its popular or 
derivative sense, an undertaker of public works. These are always the 
most profitable employments. There are cases, again, in which a con- 
siderable amount of labour and skill aie required to conduct a business 
necessarily of limited extent. In such cases, a higher than common rate 
of profit is necessary to yield only the common rate ofiremuneration. ‘ In 
a small sea-port town,’ says Adam Smith, ‘ a little grocer will make forty 
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or fifty per cent, upon a stock of a single hundred pounds, while a con- 
siderable wholesale merchant in the same place will scarce make eight or 
ten per cent, upon a stock of ten thousand. The trade of the grocer may 
be necessary for the conveniency of the inhabitants, and the narrowness 
of the market may not admit the employment of a larger capital in the 
business. The man, however, must not only live by his trade, but live by 
it suitably to the qualifications which it requires. Besides possessing a 
little capital, he must be able to read, write, and account, and must be a 
tolerable judge, too, of perhaps fifty or sixty different sorts of goods, their 
prices, qualities, and the markets where they are to be had cheapest. 
Thirty or forty pounds a-year cannot be considered as too great a recom- 
pense for the labour of a person so accomplished. Deduct this from the 
seemingly great profits of his capital, and little more will remain, perhaps, 
than the ordinary profits of stock. The greater part of the apparent profit 
is, in this case, too, real wages.’ 

All the natural monopolies (meaning hereby those which are created by 
circumstances, and not by law) which produce or aggravate the disparities 
in the remuneration of difterent kinds of labour, opei ate similarly between 
different employments of capital. If a business can only be advantageously 
carried on by a large capital, this in most countries limits so narrowly the 
class of persons who can enter into the employment, that they are enabled 
to keep their rate of profit above the general level. A trade may also, 
from the nature of the case, be confined to so few hands, that profits may 
admit of being kept up by a combination among the dealers. It is well 
known that even among so numerous a body as the London booksellers, 
this sort of combination exists ; though individual interest is often too 
strong for its rules, nor, indeed, does the combination itself include the 
whole trade. I have already mentioned the case of the gas and water 
companies. 

§ 4. After due allowance is made for these various causes of inequality, 
namely, differences in the risk or agieeableness of different employments, 
and natural or artificial monopolies ; the rate of profit on capital in all 
employments tends to an equality. Such is the proposition usually laid 
down by political economists, and under proper explanations it is true. 

That portion of profit which is properly interest, and which forms the 
real remuneration for abstinence, is strictly the same, at the same time 
and place, whatever be the employment. The rate of interest, on equally 
good security, does not vary according to the destination of the principal, 
though it does vary from time to time very much, according to the circum- 
stances of the market. There is no employment in which, in the present 
state of industry, competition is so active and incessant as in the lending 
and borrowing of money. All persons in business are occasionally, and 
most of them constantly, borrowers : while all persons not in business, 
who possess moneyed property, are lenders. Between^ these two great 
bodies there is a numerous, keen, and intelligent' class of middlemen, 
composed of bankers, stockbrokers, discount brokers, and others, alive 
to the slightest breath of probable gain. The smallest circumstance, or 
the most transient impression on the public mind, which tends to an 
increase or diminution of the demand for loans either at the time or pros- 
pectively, operates immediately on the rate of interest : and circumstances 
in the general state of trade, really tending to cause this difference of 
demand, are contin.ially occurring, sometimes to such an extent, that the 
rate of interest on the best mercantile bills has been known to vary within 
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a year (even without the occurrence of the great derangement called a 
commercial crisis) from less than four to more than six per cent. But, at 
the same time and place, the rate of interest is the same, to all who can 
give equally good secunty. The market rate of interest is at all limes a 
known and definite thing. ^ 

It is far othci wise with gross profit; which, though (as will presently 
be seen), it does not vary much from employment to employment, varies 
very greatly from individual to individual, and can scarcely be in any two 
cases the same. It depends on the knowledge, talents, economy, and 
energy of the capitalist himself, or of the agents w'hom he employs ; on 
the accidents of personal connexion ; and even on chance. Hardly tw^o 
dealers in the same trade, even if their commodities aie equally good and 
equally cheap, cany on their business at the same expense, or luin over 
their capital in the same time. That equal capitals give equal piofits, as 
a general maxim of trade, would be as false as that equal age or size 
gives equal bodily strength, or that equal reading or experience gives equal 
knowledge. The effect depends as much upon twenty other things, as 
upon the single cause specified. 

But though profits thus vary, the parity, on the whole, of different modes 
of employing capital (in the absence of any natural or artificial monopoly) 
is, in a certain, and a very impoitant sense, maintained. On an average 
(whatever may be the occasional fluctuations) the various employments of 
capital aie on such a fooling as to hold opt. not equal profits, but equal 
chances of profit, to persons of average abilities and advantages. By 
equal, I mean after making compensation for any inferiority in the agree- 
ableness or safety of an employment. If the case were not so ; if there 
weie, evidently, and to common experience, more favourable chances of 
pecuniaiy success in one business than in others, more persons would 
engage their capital in the business, or would bring up their sons to it ; 
which in fact always happens when a business, like that of an engineer at 
present, or like any newly-established and prosperous manufacture, is 
seen to be a g lowing and a thiiving one. If, on the contrary, a business 
is not considered thriving ; if the chances of profit in it arc thought to be 
infenor to those in ether employments ; capital gradually leaves it, or at 
least new capital is not attracted to it : and by this change in the distii- 
bution of capital between the less profitable and the more profitable 
employments, a sort of balance is restored. The expectations of profit, 
therefore, in difierent employments, cannot long continue very different : 
they tend to a common average, although they are generally oscillating 
from one side to the other side of the medium. 

This equalizing process, commonly described as the transfer of capital 
from one employment to^another, is not necessarily the onerous, slow, and 
almost impracticable operation which it is veiy often ^represented to be. 
In the first place, it dofs not always imply the actual removal of capital 
already embarked in an employment. In a rapidly progressive state of 
capital, the adjustment often takes place by means of the new accumula- 
tions of each year, which direct themselves in preference towards the 
more thiiving trades. Even wdien a real tiansfer of capital is necessary, 
it is by no means implied that any of those who are engaged in the un- 
profitable employment, relinquish business and break up their establish- 
ments. The numerous and multifaiious channels of cr^it, through which 
in commercial nations unemployed capital diffuses itself over the field of 
employment, flowing over in greater abundance to the lower levels, are 





DISTRtBVnOIf. 


the means by which the equalization is accomplished. The process con- 
sists in a limitation by one class of dealers or producers, and an extension 
by the other, of that portion of their business which is carried on with 
borrowed capital. There is scarcely any dealer or producer on a con- 
siderable scale, who confines his business to what can be carried on by 
his own funds. When trade is good, he not only uses to the utmost his 
own capital, but employs, in addition, much of the ciedit which that 
capital obtains for him When, either from oversupply or from some 
slackening in the demand for his commodity, he finds that it sells more 
slowly or obtains a lower price, he contracts his operations, and does not 
apply to bankers or other money dealers for a renewal of their advances to 
the same extent as before. A business which is increasing holds out, on 
the contrary, a prospect of profitable employment for a larger amount of 
this floating capital than previously, and those engaged in it become 
applicants to the money dealers for larger advances, which, from their 
improving circumstances, they have no difficulty in obtaining. A 
different distribution of floating capital between two employments, has as 
much effect in restoring their profits to an equilibrium, as if the owners of 
an equal amount of capital were to abandon the one trade and carry their 
capital into the other. This easy and as it were spontaneous method of 
accommodating production to demand, is quite sufficient to correct any 
inequalities arising from the fluctuation of trade, or other causes of 
ordinary occurrence. In the case of an altogether declining trade, in 
which it is necessary that the production should be, not occasionally 
varied, but greatly and permanently diminished, or perhaps stopped 
altogether, the process of extricating the capital is, no doubt, tardy and 
difficult, and almost always attended with considerable loss ; much of the 
capital fixed in machinery, buildings, permanent works, etc , being either 
not applicable to any other purpose, or only applicable after expensive 
alterations, and time being seldom given for effecting the change in the 
mode in which it would be effected with least loss, namely, by not replac- 
ing the fixed capital as it wears out. There is besides, in totally chang- 
ing the destination of a capital, so great a sacrifice of established con- 
nexion, and of acquired skill and experience, that people are always very 
slow in resolving upon it, and hardly ever do so unless a change of fortune 
has become quite hopeless. These, however, are distinctly exceptional 
cases, and even in these the equalization is at last effected It may also 
happen that the return to equilibiium is considerably protracted, when, 
before one inequality has been corrected, another cause of inequality 
arises; which is said to have been continually the case duiing a long 
series of years, with the production of cotton in the Southern States of 
North America ; the commodity having been upheld at what was virtually 
a monopoly price, because the increase of dennand, from successive im- 
provements in the manufacture, went on with a rapidity so much beyond 
expectation, that for many years the supply never completely overtook it 
But it is not often that a succession of disturbing causes, all acting in the 
same direction, are known to follow one another with hardly any inter\al. 
Where there is no monopoly, the profits of a trade are likely to range 
sometimes above and sometimes below the general le\el, but tending 
always to return to it ; like the oscillation of the pendulum. 

In general then, although profits are very different to different in- 
dividuals, and to Jhe same individual in different years, there cannot be 
much diversity at the same time and place in the average profits of 
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different employments, (other than the standing differences necessary to 
compensate for difference of attractiveness,) except for shoit periods, or 
when some great permanent revulsion has overtaken a particular trade. 
If any popular impression exists that some trades are more profitable 
than others, independently of monopoly or of such rare accidents as have 
been noticed in regard to the cotton trade, the impression must in all 
probability be fallacious, since if it were shared by those who have 
greatest means of knowledge and motives to accurate examination, there 
would take place such an influx of capital as w’ould soon lower the profits 
to the common level. It is true that, to peisons with the same amount of 
original means, there is more chance of making a large fortune in some 
employments than in others. But it w’ould be found that in those same 
employments bankruptcies also are more frequent, and that the chance of 
greater success is balanced by a greater probability of complete failure. 
Very often it is more than balanced for, as was remaiked in another 
case, the chance of great prizes operates with a greater degree of strength 
than arithmetic will warrant, in attracting competitors ; and 1 doubt not 
that the average gains, in a trade in which large fortunes may be made, 
are lower than in those in which gains are slow^, though comparatively 
sure, and in w'hich nothing is to be ultimately hoped for beyond a com- 
petency. The timber trade of Canada is one example of an employment 
of capital, partaking so much of the nature of a lottery, as to make it an 
accredited opinion that, taking the adventurers m the aggregate, there is 
more money lost by the trade than gamed by it ; in other words, that the 
average rate of profit is less than nothing. In such points as this, much 
depends on the characters of nations, according as they partake more or 
less of the adventurous, or, as it is called when the intention is to blame 
it, the gambling spirit. This spirit is much stronger in the United States 
than in Great Britain ; and in Great Britain than in any country of the 
Continent. In some Continental countries the tendency is so much the 
reverse, that safe and quiet employments probably yield a less average 
profit to the capital engaged m them, than those which, at the price of 
greater hazards, offer greater gains. 

It must not however be forgotten, that even in the countries of most 
active competition, custom also has a considerable share in determining 
the piofits of tiade. Theic is sometimes an idea afloat as to what the 
profit of an employment should be, which although not adhcied to by all 
the dealers, nor perhaps rigidly by any, still cxeicises a certain influence 
over their operations. There is m England a kind of notion, how widely 
prevailing I know not, that fifty per cent, is a proper and suitable rale of 
profit in retail transactions : understand, not fifty per cent, on the whole 
capital, but an advance of fifty per cent, on the wholesale prices : from 
which have to be defrayed bad debts, shop rent, the pay of clerks, shop- 
men, and agents of all descriptions— in short, all the expenses of the retail 
business. If this custom were universal, and strictly adhered to, com- 
petition indeed would still operate, but the consumer would not derive 
any benefit from it ; the way in which it would diminish the advantages 
of those engaged in retail trade, would be by a greater subdivision of the 
business. The intensity, howevc r, of modern competition, in England at 
least, is tending to break down all customs of this description. In almost 
all trades, (at least in the great emporia of trade,) there are now numerous 
dealers whose motto is, ‘ small gains and frequent’— n great business at 
low prices, rather than high prices and few transactions ; and by turning 
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over their capital more rapidly, and adding to it by borrowed capital when 
needed, the dealers often obtain individually higher profits ; though they 
necessarily lower the profits of those among their competitors who do 
not adopt the same principle. 

§ 5. The preceding remarks have, I hope, sufficiently elucidated what 
is meant by the common phrase, ‘the ordinary rate of profit’; and the 
sense in which, and the limitations under which, this ordinary rate has a 
real existence. It now remains to consider, what causes determine its 
amount. 

I assume, throughout, the state of things, which, where the labourers 
and capitalists are separate classes, pievails, with few exceptions, uni- 
versally ; namely, that the capitalist ad\ances the whole expenses, 
including the entire remunciation of the laboiuer. That he should do so, 
is not a matter of inherent necessity ; the labourer might wait until the 
production is complete, for all that part of his wages which exceeds mere 
necessaries ; and even for the whole, if he has funds in hand, sufficient 
for his temporary support. But in the latter case, the labouicr is to that 
extent really a capitalist, investing capital in the concern, by supplying a 
portion of the funds necessary for carrying it on ; and even in the former 
case he may be looked upon in the same light, since, contributing his 
labour at less than the market price, he may be legarded as lending the 
difference to his employer, and receiving it back with interest (on what- 
ever principle computed) fiom the proceeds of the enterprise. 

The capitalist, then, may be assumed to make all the advances, and 
receive all the produce. His profit consists of the excess of the produce 
above the advances ; his rate of profit is the ratio which that excess bears 
to the amount advanced. But what do the advances consist of? 

It is, for the present, necessaiy to suppose, that the capitalist does not 
pay any rent ; has not to purchase the use of any appropriated natural 
agent. This indeed is scarcely ever the exact truth. The agiicultural 
capitalist, except when he is the owner of the soil he cultivates, always, 
or almost always, pays rent • and even in manufactures (not to mention 
ground-rent), the materials of the manufacture have gcncially paid rent, 
in some stage of their production. The nature of rent, however, we have 
not yet taken into consideration ; and it will hereafter appear, that no 
practical error, on the question we are now examining, is produced by 
disregarding it. 

If, then, leaving rent out of the question, we inquire in what it is that 
the advances of the capitalist, for purposes of production, consist, we shall 
find that they consist of wages of labour. 

A large portion of the expenditure of every capitalist consists in the 
direct payment of wages What does not consist of this, is composed of 
materials and implements, including buildings. But materials and im- 
plements are produced by labour ; and as our supposed capitalist is not 
meant to represent a single employment, but to be a type of the pro- 
ductive industry of the whole countiy, we may suppose tliat he makes his 
own tools, and raises his own materials. He does this by means of 
previous advances, which, again, consist wholly of wages. If we suppose 
him to buy the materials and tools instead of producing them, the case is 
not altered : he then repays to a previous producer the wages which that 
previous producer has paid. It is true, he repays it to him with a profit ; 
and if he had proauced the things himself, he himself must have had that 
profit, on this part of his outlay, as well as on every other part The fact^ 
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however, remains, that in the whole process of production, beginning with 
the materials and tools and ending with the finished product, all the 
advances have consisted of nothing but wages ; except that certain of the 
capitalists concerned have, for the sake of general convenience, had their 
share of profit paid to them before the operation was completed. What- 
ever, of the ultimate product, is not profit, is repayment of wages. 

§ 6. It thus appears that the two elements on which, and which alone, 
the gains of the capitalists depend, are, first, the magnitude of the produce, 
in other words, the productive power of labour ; and secondly, the pro- 
portion of that produce obtained by the labourers themselves ; the ratio 
which the remuneration of the labourers bears to the amount they 
produce. These two things form the data for determining the gross 
amount divided as piofit among all the capitalists of the country : but 
the rate of profit, the percentage on the capital, depends only on the 
second of the two elements, the labourers* proportional share, and not on 
the amount to be shared. If the produce of labour were doubled, and the 
labourers obtained the same proportional share as before, that is, if their 
remuneration was also doubled, the capitalists, it is true, would gain twice 
as much ; but as they would also have had to advance twice as much, 
the rate of their profit would be only the same as before. 

We thus arrive at the conclusion of Ricardo and others, that the rate 
of profits depends upon wages ; rising as wages fall, and falling as wages 
rise. In adopting, however, this doctrine, I must insist upon making a 
most necessary alteration in its wordings Instead of saying that profits 
depend on wages, let us say (what Ricardo really meant) that they depend 
on the cost of labour. 

Wages, and the cost of labour ; what labour brings in to the labourer, 
and what it costs to the capitalist ; are ideas quite distinct, and which it 
is of the utmost importance to keep so. For this purpose it is essential 
not to designate them, as is almost always done, by the same name. 
Wages, in public discussions, both oral and printed, being looked upon 
from the point of view of the payers, much oftener than from that of the 
receivers, nothing is more common than to say that wages are high or 
low, meaning only that the cost of labour is high or low. The reverse of 
this would be oftener the truth ; the cost of labour is frequently at its 
highest where wages are lowest. This may arise from two causes. In 
the first place, the labour, though cheap, may be inefficient. In no 
European country are wages so low as in Ireland ; the remuneration of an 
agricultural labourer in the west of Ireland not being moie than half the 
wages of even the lowest-paid Englishman, the Dorsetshire labourer. But 
if, from inferior skill and industiy^, two days* labour of an Irishman accom- 
plish no more work than an English labourer performs in one, the Irish- 
man’s labour costs as much as the Englishman’s, thpugh it brings in so 
much less to himself. The capitalist’s profit is detennined by the foimer 
of these two things, ix)t the latter. That a difference to this extent leally 
exists in the efficiency of the labourer, is proved not only by abundant 
testimony, but by the fact, that notwithstanding the lowness of wages, 
profits of capital arc not higher in Ireland than in England. 

The other cause which renders wages, and the cost of labour, no real 
criteria of one another, is the varying costliness of the articles which the 
labourer consumes. If these are cheap, wages, in the sense which is of 
importance to the labourer, may be high, and yet the ^ cost of labour may 
be low ; if dear, the labourer may be wretchedly off, although his labouf 
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may cost much to the capitalist. This last is the condition of a country 
over-peopled in relation to its land ; m which, food being dear, the poor- 
ness of the labourer’s real reward does not prevent labour from costing 
much to the purchaser, and low wages and low profits co-exi3t. The 
opposite case is exemplified in the United States of America. The 
labourer there enjoys a greater abundance of comforts than in any country 
of the world, except some of our newest colonics ; but, owing to the cheap 
price at which these comforts can be obtained (combined with the great 
efficiency of the labourer), the cost of labour to the capitalist is con- 
siderably lower than m Europe It must be so, since the rate of profit is 
higher ; as indicated by the rate of interest, which is six per cent, at 
New York when it is three, or three and a quarter per cent, in London. 

The cost of labour, then, is, in the language of mathematics, a function 
of three variables . the efficiency of labour ; the wages of labour (meaning 
thereby the real reward of the labourer) ; and the greater or less cost at 
which the articles composing that real reward can be produced or pur- 
chased. It is plain that the cost of labour to the capitalist must be 
influenced by each of these three circumstances ; and cannot be affected 
by any others. These, therefore, are also the circumstances which deter- 
mine the rate of profit ; and it cannot be in any way affected except 
through one or other of them. If labour generally became more efficient, 
without being more highly rewarded ; if, without its becoming less 
efficient, its remuneration fell, no increase taking place in the cost of the 
articles composing that remuneration ; or if those articles became less 
costly, without the labourer’s obtaining more of them ; in any one of these 
three cases, profits would rise. If, on the contrary, labour became less 
efficient (as it might do from diminished bodily vigour in the people, or 
from deteriorated education; ; or if the labourer obtained a higher re- 
muneration, without any increased cheapness m the things composing it ; 
or if, without his obtaining more, that which he did obtain became more 
costly ; profits, in all these cases, would suffer a diminution. And there 
is no other combination of circumstances, in which the general rate of 
profit of a country, in all employments indifferently, can either fall or 
rise. 

The evidence of these propositions can only be staled generally, though, 
it IS hoped, conclusively, in this stage of our subject. It will come out in 
greater fulness and force when, having taken into consideration the theory 
of Value and Price, we shall be enabled to exhibit the law of profits in the 
concrete — m the complex entanglement of circumstances in which it 
actually works. This can only be done in the ensuing Book. One topic 
still remains to be discussed in the present one, so far as it admits of being 
treated independently of considerations of Value ; the subject of Rent • 
to which we now proceed. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

OF KENT. 

§ I. The requisites of production being labour, capital, and natural 
agents ; the only peison, besides the labourer and the capitalist, whose 
consent is necessary to production, and who can claim a share of the pro- 
duce as the price qf that consent, is the person who, by the arrangements 
of society, possesses exclusive power over some natural agent. The land 
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Is the principal of the natural agents which are capable of being appro- 
priatea, and the consideration paid for its use is called rent Landed 
proprietors are the only class, of any numbers or importance, who ba\c a 
claim to a shaie in the distiibution of the produce, through their owner- 
ship of something which neither they nor any one else have produced. If 
thcie be any other cases of a similar nature, they will be easily iindci- 
stood, when the nature and laws of rent are compiehended. 

It is at once evident, that rent is the eflect of a monopoly ; though the 
monopoly is a natural one, which may be regulated, which may even be 
held as a trust for the community generally, but which cannot be pre- 
vented from existing. The reason why landowners are able to require 1 ent 
for their land, is that it is a commodity which many want, and w^hich no 
one can obtain but from them. If all the land of the country belonged to 
one person, he could fix the rent at his pleasuie. The whole people would 
be dependent on his will for the necessaries of life, and lie might make 
what conditions he chose. This is the actual state of things in those 
Oriental kingdoms in which the land is considered the property of the 
state. Rent is then confounded with taxation, and the despot may exact 
the utmost which the unfortunate cultivators have to give. Indeed, tlie 
exclusive possessor of the land of a coimtry could not well be other than 
despot of It. The effect would be much the same if the land belonged to 
so few people that they could, and did, concert together as one man, and 
fix the rent by agieement among themselves. This case, however, is 
nowhere known to exist : and the only rpmaining supposition is that of 
free competition ; the landowners being supposed to be, as in fact they 
are, too numerous to combine. 

§ 2. A thing which is limited in quantity, even though its possessois do 
not act in concert, is still a monopolized article. But even when 
monopolized, a thing which is the gift of natuie, and requires no labour or 
outlay as the condition of its existence, will, if there be competition among 
the holders of it, command a price, only if it exists m less quantity than 
the demand. If the whole land of a country weic lequired for cultivation, 
all of It might yield a rent. But in no country of any extent do the wants 
of the population require that all the land, which is capable of cultivation, 
should be cultivated. The food and other agricultural pioduce which the 
people need, and which they are willing and able to pay for at a piicc 
which remunerates the grower, may ahvays be obtained without cultivat- 
ing all the land ; sometimes without cultivating more than a small part of 
it ; the mote fertile lands, or those in the more convenient situations, 
being of course piefeired. There is always, theiefore, some land which 
cannot, in existing circumstances, pay any rent ; and no land ever pa}'s 
rent, unless, in point of feitinty or situation, it belongs to those superior 
kinds which exist in less quantity than the demand— which cannot be 
made to yield all the prctiiice required for the community, unless on tciins 
still less advantageous ^than the resort to less favoured soils. 

Thcie IS land, such as the deserts of Arabia, which will yield nothing to 
any amount of labour ; and there is land, like some of our haul sandy 
heaths, w^hich w’ould produce something, but, m the piesent state of the 
soil, not enough to defray the expenses of pioduction. Such lands, unless 
by some application of chemistry to agriculture still remaining- to he 
invented, cannot be cultivated for profit, unless some one actually creatcb 
a soil, by spreading new ingredients over the surface, or mixing them with 
the existing materials. If ingredients fitted for this purpose exist in the 
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subsoil, or closii at hand, the improvement even of the most unpromising 
spots may answer as a speculation : but if those ingredients are costly, 
and must be brought from a distance, it will seldom answer to do this for 
the sake of profit, though the ‘magic ofpropeily’ will sometimes effect it. 
Land which cannot possibly yield a piofit, is sometimes cultivated at a 
loss, the cullivatois having their wants pailially supplied from other 
sources ; as in the case of paupers, and some monasteries or chaiitahle in- 
stitutions, among which may be leckoned the Poor Colonies of Iklgium, 
The worst land which can be cultivated as a means of subsistence, is that 
which will just replace the seed, and the food of the labourers em- 
ployed on It, together with what Dr Chalmeis calls their secondaiies ; that 
IS, the labcuicis iec[uired for supplying them with tools, and with the 
remaining necessaries of life. Whether any given land is capable of 
doing more than this, is not a question of political economy, hut of 
physical fact. The supposition leaves nothing for profits, nor anything for 
the labourers except necessaries ; the land, therefore, can only be 
cultivated by the labourers themselves, or else at a pecuniary loss . and d 
fortiori^ cannot in any contingency afford a rent. The worst land which, 
can be cultivated as an investment for capital, is that which, after replac- 
ing the seed, not only feeds the agricultural labouieis and their 
secondaiies, but affords them the current rate of wages, which may 
extend to much more than mere necessaries ; and leaves for those who 
have advanced the wages of these two classes of labourers, a surplus 
equal to the profit they could hjve expected from any other employment 
of their capital Whether any given land can do more than this, is not 
merely a phjsical question, but depends partly on the maikct value 
of agiicultural produce. What the land can do for the labourers and for 
the capitalist beyond feeding all whom it directly or indirectly employs, of 
coLiise depends upon what the remainder of the produce can be sold for. 
The higher the market value of produce, the lower are the soils to which 
cultivation can descend, consistently with affording to the capital em- 
ployed the ordinary rate of profit. 

As, however, differences of fertility slide into one another by insensible 
gradations ; and differences of accessibility, that is, of distance from 
maikets, obviously do the same ; and since there is land so barren that it 
could not pay for its cultivation at any price ; it is evident that, whatever the 
puce may be, there must in any extensive region be some land which at 
that price will just pay the wages of the cultivators, and yield to the 
capital employed the oidinary profit, and no more Until, ihciefore, 
the price rises higher, or until some improvement raises that particular 
land to a higher place in the scale of fcitility, it cannot pay any rent. It 
is evident, however, that the community needs the produce of this quality 
of land ; since if the lands more fertile or better situated than it, could 
have sufficed to supply the wants of society, the price would not have 
iiscn so high as to render its cultivation profitable. This land, therefore, 
vv ill be cultivated ; and we may lay it down as a principle, that so long as 
any of the land of a country which is fit for cultivation is not cultivated, 
the worst land in actual cultivation (in point of fertility and situation 
together) pays no rent. 

§ 3 If, then, of the land in cultivation, the part which yields least 
return to the labour and capital employed on it gives only the ordinary 
piofit of capital, without leaving anything for rent ; a standard is afforded 
foi estimating the ^ounl of rent which will be yielded by all other land^ 
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Any land yields just as much more than the ordinary profits of stock, as 
it yields more than what is returned by the worst land in cultivation. 
The surplus is what the farmer can afford to pay as rent to the landlord \ 
and since, if he did not so pay it, he would receive more than the 
ordinary rate of profit, the competition of other capitalists, that competi- 
tion which equalizes the profits of different capitals, will enable the land- 
lord to appropriate it The rent, therefore, which any land will yield, is 
the excess of its produce, beyond what would be returned to the same 
capital if employed on the worst land in cultivation. This is not, and 
never was pretended to be, the limit of metayer rents, or of cottier rents ; 
but it is the limit of farmers’ rents. No land rented to a capitalist farmer 
will permanently yield more than this ; and if it ever yields less, it must 
be because the landlord foregoes a part of what, if he chose, he could 
obtain. 

This is the theory of rent, fiist propounded at the end of the last 
century by Dr. Anderson, and which, neglected at the time, was almost 
simiiltfineously rediscovered, twenty yeais after, by Sir Edward West, 
Mr. Malthus and Mr. Ricardo. It is one of the cardinal doctrines of 
political economy ; and until it was understood, no consistent explanation 
could be given of many of the more complicated industrial phenomena. 
The evidence of its truth will be manifested with a great increase of clear- 
ness, when we come to trace the laws of the phenomena of Value and 
Price. Until that is done, it is not possible to free the doctrine from 
every difficulty which may present itself, 4ior peihaps to convey, to those 
previously unacquainted with the subject, more than a general apprehen- 
sion of the reasoning by which the theorem is arrived at. Some, how- 
ever, of the objections commonly made to it, Jidmit of a complete answer 
even in the present stage of our inquiries. 

It has been denied that there can be any land in cultivation which pays 
no rent ; because landlords (it is contended) would not allow their land to 
be occupied without payment. Those who lay any stress on this as an 
objection, must think, that land of the quality which can but just pay for 
its cultivation, lies together in large masses, detached from any land of 
better quality, If an estate consisted wholly of this land, or of this and 
still worse, it is likely enough that the owner would not give the use of it 
for nothing : he would probably (if a rich man) prefer keeping it for other 
purposes, as for exercise, or ornament, or perhaps as a game presen’c. 
No farmer could afford to offer him anything for it, for purposes of culture ; 
though something would probably be obtained for the use of its natural 
pasture, or other spontaneous produce. Even such land, however, would 
not necessarily remain uncultivated. It might be farmed by the proprietor ; 
no unfrequent case even in England. Portions of it might be granted as 
temporary allotments t© labouring families, either from philanthropic 
motives, or to save the poor-rate ; or occupation might be allowed to 
squatters, free of rent*, in the hope their labour might give it value at 
some future period. Both these cases are of quite ordinary occurrence. 
So that even if an estate were wholly composed of the worst land capable 
of profitable cultivation, it would not necessarily lie uncultivated bc( ause 
it could pay no rent. Inferior land, however, docs not usually occupy, 
without interruption, many square miles of ground ; it is dispersed here 
and there, with patches of better land intermixed, and the same person 
who rents the better land, obtains along with it the ijiiferior soils which 
fdternate with it. He pays a rent, nominally for the whole farm, but 
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calculated on the produce of those parts alone (however small a portion 
of the whole) which are capable of returning more than the common rate 
of profit. It is thus scientifically true, that the remaining parts pay no 
rent. 

§ 4. Let us, however, suppose that there were a validity in this objec- 
tion, which can by no means be conceded to it ; that when the demand of 
the community had forced up food to such a price as would remunerate 
the expense of producing it from a ceitain quality of soil, it happened 
nevertheless that all the soil of that quality was withheld from cultivation 
by the obstinacy of the owners in demanding a rent for it, not nominal, 
nor trifling, but sufficiently onerous to be a material item in the calcula- 
tions of a fanner. What would then happen ? Merely that the increase 
of pioduce, which the wants of society required, would for the time be 
obtained wholly (as it always is partially), not by an extension of cultiva- 
tion, but by an increased application of labour and capital to land already 
cultivated. 

Now we have already seen that this increased application of capital, 
other things being unaltered, is always attended with a smaller propor- 
tional return. Wc are not to suppose some new agricultural invention 
made precisely at this juncture : nor a sudden extension of agricultural 
skill and knowledge, bringing into more general practice, just then, 
inxontions already in paitial use. We aie to suppose no change, except 
a demand for moie com, and a consequent rise of its price. The rise of 
jiiice enables measures to be^taken for increasing the produce, which 
X ould not have been taken with profit at the previous price. The farmer uses 
nioie expensive manures; or manures land which he foimerly left to 
naiLirc ; or procures lime or marl from a distance, as a dressing for the 
soil ; or pulverizes or weeds it more thoroughly ; or drains, irrigates, or 
subsoils portions of it, which at former puces would not have paid the 
cost of the operation ; and so forth These things, or some of them, are 
done, when, more food being wanted, cultivation has no means of ex- 
panding Itself upon new lands. And when the impulse is given to extract 
an increased amount of produce from the soil, the farmer or improver will 
only consider whether the outlay he makes for the purpose will be returned 
to him with the ordinary profit, and not whether any surplus will remain 
for lent. Even, therefore, if it were the fact, that there is never any iami 
taken into cultivation, for w'hich rent, and that too of an amount worth 
taking into consideration, was not paid ; it would be true, nevertheless, 
that iheic is always some aj^riculiural capital which pays no rent, because 
It icturns nothing beyond the ordinary rate of profit : this capital being 
the portion of capital last applied— that to which the last addition to the 
produce was due ; or (to express the essentials of the case m one phrase), 
that which is applied in the least favourable circumstances. But the same 
amount of demand', and the same price, which enable this least productive 
jioition of capital barely to replace itself with the, ordinary profit enable 
every other portion to yield a surplus, proportioned to ♦he advantage it 
])ossesses. And this surplus it is, which competition enables the landlord 
to appropriate. The rent of all land is measured by the excess of the 
return to the whole capital employed on it, above what is necessary to 
replace the capital with the ordinary rate of profit, or in other words, 
above what the same capital w^ould yield if it were all employed in as 
disadvantageous circumstances as the least pioductive portion of it : 
whether that least productive portion of capital is rendered so by being 
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employed on tlie worst soil, or by being expended in extorting more 
produce from land which already yielded as much as it could be made to 
part with on easy tenns. 

It is not pretended that the facts of any concrete case conform with 
absolute precision to this or any other scientific pnnciple. We must 
never forget that the truths of political economy are truths only in the 
rough. It IS not, for example, strictly true that a farmer will cultivate no 
land, and apply no capital, which leturns less than the ordinary profits. 
He will expect the ordinary profits on the bulk of his capital. But when 
he has cast in his lot with his faim, and bartered his skill and exertions, 
once for all, against what the farm will yield to him, he will probably be 
willing to expend capital on it (for an immediate return) in any manner 
which will afford him a suiplus profit, however small, beyond the value of 
the risk, and the interest which he must pay for the capital if borrowed, 
or can get for it elsewhere if it is his own. But a new farmer, entering 
on the land, would make his calculations differently, and would not 
commence unless he could expect the full rate of ordinary profit on all the 
capital which he intended embarking in the enterprise. Again, prices 
may range higher or lower during the cuirency of a lease, than was 
expected when the contract was mad^, and the land, therefore, may be 
over or iinder-iented : and even when the lease expires, the landlord may 
be unwilling to grant a necessary diminution of rent, and the farmer, 
rather than relinquish his occupation, or seek a farm elsewhere when all 
are occupied, may consent to go on paymg too high a rent. Irregulari- 
ties like these we must always expect : it is impossible in political 
economy to obtain general theorems embracing the complications of 
circumstances which may affect the result in an individual case. The 
laws which we are enabled to lay down respecting rents, profits, wages, 
prices, are only true in so far as the persons concerned are free from the 
influence of any other motives than those arising from the general 
circumstances of the case, and are guided, as to those, by the ordinary 
mercantile estimate of profit and loss. Applying this twofold supposition 
to the case of farmers and landlords, it will be true that the farmer 
requires the ordinary rate of profit on the whole of his capital ; that 
whatever it returns to him beyond this he is obliged to pay to the land- 
lord, but will not consent to pay more ; that there is a portion of capital 
applied to agriculture in such circumstances of productiveness as to yield 
only the ordinary profits ; and that the difference between the pioduce of 
this, and of any other capital of similar amount, is the measure of the 
tribute which that other capital can and will pay, under the name of rent, 
to the landlord. This constitutes a law of rent, as near the truth as such 
a law can possibly be : though of course modified or disturbed in indi- 
vidual cases, by pendii^ contracts, individual miscalculations, the in- 
fluence of habit, and even the particular feelings and dispositions of the 
persons concerned. 

§ 5 A remark is often made, which must not here be omitted, although, 

I think, more importance has been attached to it than it merits. Under 
the name of rent, many payments are commonly included, which are not 
a remuneration for the original powers of the land itself, but for capital 
expended on it. The additional rent which land yields in consequence 
of this outlay of capital, should, in the opinion of some writers, be 
regarded as profit, not rent. But before this can be admitted, a distinc- 
tion must be made. The annual payment by a tenant almost always 
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includes a consideration for the use of the buildings on the farm ; not 
only barns, stables, and other outhouses, but a house to live in, not to 
speak of fences and the like. The landlord will ask, and the tenant give, 
for these, whatever is considered sufficient to yield the ordinary profit, or 
rather (risk and trouble being here out of the question) the ordinary 
interest, on the value of the buildings ; that is, on what it has cost to 
erect them, or rather, on what it would now cost to erect others as good ; 
the tenant being bound, in addition, to leave them in as good repair as 
he found them, for otherwise a much larger payment than simple interest 
would of course be required from him. These buildings are as distinct a 
thing from the farm, as the stock or the timber on it ; and what is paid for 
them can no more be called rent of land, than a payment for cattle would 
be, if it were the custom that the landlord should stock the farm for the 
tenant. The buildings, like the cattle, are not land, but capital, regularly 
consumed and reproduced ; and all payments made in consideration for 
them are properly interest. 

But with regard to capital actually sunk in improvements, and not 
requiring periodical renewal, but spent once for all in giving the land a 
permanent increase of productiveness, it appears to me that the return 
made to such capital loses altogether the character of profits, and is 
governed by the principles of rent. It is true that a landlord will not 
expend capital m improving his estate unless he expects front the im- 
provement an increase of income, surpassing the interest of his outlay. 
Prospectively, this increase of income may be regarded as profit ; but 
when the expense has been incuired, and the improvement made, the 
rent of the improved land is governed by the same rules as that of the 
unimproved. Equally fertile land commands an equal rent, whether its 
fertility is natural or acquired ; and I cannot think that the incomes of 
those who own the Bedford Level or the Lincolnshire Wolds, ought to be 
called profit and not rent because those lands would have been worth 
next to nothing unless capital had been expended on them. The owners 
are not capitalists, but landlords ; they have parted with their capital ; 
it is consumed, destroyed ; and neither is, nor is to be, returned to them, 
like the capital of a farmer or manufacturer, from what it produces. In 
lieu of it they now have land, of a certain richness, which yields the same 
rent, and by the operation of the same causes, as if it had possessed from 
the beginning the degree of fertility which has been artificially given to it. 

An American political economist of merit, Mr. H. C. Carey,* takes 
away, still more completely than I have^ttempted to do, the distinction 
between these two sources of rent, by rejecting one of them altogether : 
he considers all rent as the effect of capital expended. In proof of this, 
he contends that the whole pecuniary value of all the land in any country, 
in England for instance, or in the United States, does not amount to 
anything approaching to the sum which has been laid out, or which it 
would even now be necessary to lay out, in orderi to bring the country to 
its present condition from a state of primgeval forest. This assertion at 
first sight presents itself as a most startling paradox, seeming to imply, 
that the lands of all countries, taken on the average, are not worth what 
has been laid out in improving them ; and that, to the proprietors, the 
improvement of land has on the whole been a miscalculation. But on 

* Principles of Pjdlitical Economy^ Part the First, *Of the Laws of the ProduQ* 
tion and Distribution of Wealth,* 



RENT. 


29S 


examining Mr. Carey*s data, it appears that he by no means asserts this. 
In his estimate of the capital sunk in the land, he includes all which has 
been laid out in making roads and canals ; that is, not m adding to the 
value of land already occupied, but in rcndciing other and ri\al lands 
accessible. Making up the account on this principle, the result brought 
out by Mr. Carey is perhaps correct, and if it is not, easily might be so. 
Roads and canals are not consti-ucted to raise the value of the land which 
already supplies the maikcts, but (among other purposes) to cheapen the 
supply, by letting in the produce of other and moie distant lands ; and 
the more effectually this purpose is attained, the lower rent will be. If 
wc could imagine that the railways and canals of the United States, 
instead of only cheapening communication, did their business so effec- 
tually as to annihilate cost of carriage altogether, and enable the produce 
or to reach the maikct of New York as quickly and cheaply as 

the produce uf Long Island — the whole value of all the land of the United 
States (except such as iic.o oonvcnient for building) would be annihilated ; 
or rather, the best would only sen for the expense of dealing, and the 
government tax of a dollar and a quarter per aero *, since land m Michi- 
gan, equal to the best in the United States, may be had tn unlimited 
abundance by that amount of outlay. But it is strange that Mr Caiey 
should think this fact inconsistent with the Ricardo theory of rent. Ad- 
mitting all that he asserts, it is still ti*ue that as long as there is land 
which yields no rent, the land which does yield rent, docs so in conse- 
quence of some advantage which it enjoys, in fertility or vicinity to 
markets, over the other ; and the mcasuic of its advantage is also the 
measure of its lent. And the cause of its yielding rent, is that it possesses 
a natural monopoly ; the quantity of land, as favourably circumstanced 
as itself, not being sufficient to supply the market. These propositions 
constitute the theor}>^ of rent laid down by Ricardo ; and if they are tiuc, 
I cannot see that it signifies much whether the rent which the land yields 
at the present lime is greater or less than the interest of the capital 
which has been laid out to raise its value, together wath the interest of 
the capital which has been laid out to lower its value. This seems to me 
an altogether unimportant question.* 

* In a more recent >\ork, entitled ‘The Past, the Present, and ilie Future,* Mr. 
Carey takes another ground of objection to the Ricardo theory of rent, namely, 
that m point of historical fact, the lands fiist brought under cultivation are not the 
most fertile, but the barren lands. ‘ We find the settler invaiiably occupying the 
high and thin lands requiring little clearing and no drainage ; those which can 
yield but a small return to labour ; and as in\ariably travelling down the lulls, and 
clearing and draining the lower and richer lands as population and wealth inciease. 

. . . When population is small, and land consequently abundant, the woik of 
cultnation is, and always murt be, commenced upon the poorer soils. With the 
’ growth of population and wealth other soils yielding a larger retuin to labour are 
, always brought into activity, with a constantly increasing return to the labour ex- 
» pended upon them.* 

It IS true that the lands which require the greatest amount of clearing and 

I dmining arc seldom the first cultivated : it is probably the fact, that in new 
countries cultivation usually begins on the hills, and descends fiom these to the 
valleys ; and for this leason it may not unfrcquently happen (though ceilainly not 
by any imariable law) that the richest lands remain longer unoccupied than oihcis 
which are less naturally producti\e, even m propoition to the smaller amount of 
labour and outlay which their cultivation requires. Mr. CaToy, Jiowcver, will 
hardly pretend that in any old country the uncuhivated lands are generally those 
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Mr. Carey’s objection, however, has at least thought and originality, 
and in that respect differs from the arguments commonly met with against 
the theory of rent ; a theorem which may be called the asinorinn of 
political economy, for there are, I am inclined to think, few persons who 
have refused their assent to it, except fiom not having thoroughly under- 
stood It. The loose and inaccurate way in which it is often apprehended 
by those who affect to refute it, is vciy remarkable. Many, for instance, 
have imputed absurdity to Mr Ricardo’s theory, because it is absuid to 
say that the cultivation of infciior land is the cause of rent on the 
superior. Mr. Ricardo does not say that it is the cultivation of inferior 
land, but the necessity of cullwatiny^ it, from the insufficiency of the 
superior land to feed a growing population : between which and the 
proposition imputed to him theie is no less a difference than that betwe^" 
demand and supply. Others again allege as an objection Kicardo, 

that if all land were of equal fertility, it might yield a rent. But 
Ricardo says precisely the same. He lands were equally 

fertile, those which are ncarf'*- their maiket than others, and arc 
therefore less with cost of carnage, would yield a icnt 

equivnieiit to this advantage ; and that the land yielding no rent would 
then be, not the least fertile, but the least advantageously situated, which 
the wants of the community required to be brought into cultivation. It is 
also distinctly a portion of Ricardo’s doctrine, that even apait from 
differences of situation, the land of a country supposed to be of uniform 
fertility would, all of it, on a ceitain supposition, pay rent : namely, if the 
demand of the community required that it should all be cultivated, and 
cultivated beyond the point at w^hicli a further application of capital 
begins to be attended wuth a smaller pioportional return. It would be 
difficult to show that the whole land of a country can yield a rent on any 
other supposition. 


which would pay best for cultivation. But let us even concede the point, and 
suppose w’llh Mr. Carey that the progress of cultivation is upwards, from the barren 
to the fertile lands, not downwards, from the fertile to the barren ; and that the 
wastes (for example) of England, Scotland, and Ireland are precisely the portions 
of those countries which are destined hereafter to become the most largely re- 
muneraiive of the labour employed on them. This, it will be admitted, is no 
trifling concession ; but even this w'ould form no objection to the law of rent as laid 
down in the present chapter. If Dartmoor or Shap Fells are reallv the most 
ferule land in England, when they come to be cultivated they will yield the highest 
rent, and the lands which at that time w'lll pay no rent will probably be the Essex 
Levels and the Carse of Gowrie. In whatever order the lands come into cultiva- 
tion, those which when cultivated yield the lca«t return, in proportion to the 
labour required for their culture, will always regulate the price of agricultural pro- 
duce ; and all other lands will pay a rent simply equivalent to the excess of their 
produce over this minimum. Whatever unguarded expressions may have been 
occasionally used in describing the law of rent, these two propositions are all that 
were ever intende<l by it. 

If indeed Mr. Carey could show that the return to labour fiom the land, agricul- 
tural skill and science liemg supposed the same, is not a diminishing return, he 
would overthrow a principle much more fundamental than any law of rent. But 
in this he has wholly failed. It is not pretended that this natural law applies to a 
very early stage in the clearing and settlement of a country ; and in this stage only 
have Mr. Carey’s objections any shadow of foundation in the real order of the 
facts. 
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§ 6. After this view of the nature and causes of rent, let us turn back to 
the subject of profits, and bring up for reconsideration one of the pro* 
positions laid down in the last chapter. We there stated, that the advances 
of the capitalist, or in other words, the expenses of production, consist 
solely in wages of labour ; that whatever portion of the outlay is not 
wages, is previous profit, and whatever is not previous profit, is wages. 
Rent, however, being an element which it is impossible to resolve into 
either profits or wages, we were obliged, for the moment, to assume that 
the capitalist is not required to pay rent —to give an equivalent for the 
use of an appropriated natural agent : and I undertook to show in the 
proper place, that this is an allowable supposition, and that rent does not 
really form any part of the expenses of production, or of the advances of 
the capitalist The grounds on which this assertion was made are now 
apparent It is true that all tenant farmers, and many other classes of 
producers, pay rent But we have now seen, that whoever cultivates land, 
paying a rent for it, gets m return for his rent an instrument of superior 
power to other instruments of the same kind for which no rent is paid. 
The superiority of the instrument is in exact proportion to the rent paid 
for it. If a few persons had steam-engines of superior power to all others 
in existence, but limited by physical laws to a number short of the 
demand, the rent which a manufacturer would be willing to pay for one 
of these steam-engines could not be looked upon as an addition to his 
outlay, because by the use of it he would save in his other expenses the 
equivalent of what it cost him : without, it he could not do the same 
quantity of work, unless at an additional expense equal to the rent. The 
same thing is true of land. The real expenses of production are those 
incurred on the worst land, or by the capital employed in the least 
favourable circumstances. This land or capital pays, as we have seen, no 
rent. Whoever does pay rent, gets back its full value in extra advantages, 
and the rent which he pays does not place him in a worse position than, 
but only in the same position as, his fcllow-pioducer who pays no rent, 
but whose instiumcnt is one of inferior efficiency. 

We have now completed the exposition of the laws which regulate the 
distribution of the produce of land, labour, and capital, as far as it is 
possible to discuss those laws independently of the instrumentality by 
which in a civilized society the distribution is effected ; the machinery of 
Exchange and Price. The more complete elucidation and final confirma- 
tion of the laws which we have laid down, and the deduction of their most 
important consequences, must be preceded by an explanation of the nature 
and working of that machinery— a subject so extensive and complicated 
as to require a separate Book, 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF VALUE. 

§ r. The subject on which we are now about to enter fills so important 
and conspicuous a position in political economy, that in the apprehension 
of some thinkers its boundaries confound themselves with those of the 
science itself. One eminent writer has proposed as a name for Political 
Economy, ‘ Catallactics,’ or the science of exchanp^es : by others it has 
been called the Science of Values. If these denominations had appeared 
to me logically correct, I must have placed the discussion of the elementary 
laws of value at the commencement of our inquiry, instead of postponing 
it to the Third Part ; and the possibility of so long deferring it is alone a 
sufficient pi oof that this view of the nature of Political Economy is too 
confined. It is true that in the preceding Books we have not escaped the 
necessity of anticipating some small portion of the theory of Value, 
especially as to the value of labour and of land. It is nevertheless evident, 
that of the two great departments of Political Economy, the production of 
wealth and its distribution, the consideration of Value has to do with the 
latter alone ; and with that, only so far as competition, and not usage or 
custom, is the disturbing agency. The conditions and laws of Production 
would be the same as they are, if the arrangements of society did not 
depend on Exchange, or did not admit of it. Even in the present system 
of industrial life, in which employments are minutely subdivided, and all 
concerned in production depend for their remuneration on the price of a 
particular commodity, exchange is not the fundamental law of the dis- 
tnbution of the produce, no more than roads and carriages are the 
essential laws of motion, but merely a part of the machinery for effecting 
it. To confound these ideas, seems to me, not only a logical, but a 
practical blunder. It is a case of the error too common in political 
economy, of not distinguishing between necessities aiising from laws of 
nature, and those created by social arrangements ; an error, which appears 
to me to be at all times producing two opposite mischiefs ; on the one 
hand, causing political economists to class the merely temporary truths of 
their subject among its permanent and universal lai\ s ; and on the other, 
leading many persons to mistake the pennanent laws of Production (such 
as those on which the necessity is grounded of restraining population) for 
temporary accidents arising from the existing constitution of society — 
which those who would frame a new system of so€ial arrangements, are at 
liberty to disregard. 

In a state of society, however, in which the industrial system is entirely 
founded on purchase and sale, each individual, for the most part, living 
not on things in the production of which he himself bears a part, but on 
things obtained by a double exchange, a sale followed by a purchase— the 
question of Value is fundamental. Almost every speculation respecting 
the economical interests of a society thus constituted, implies some theory 
of Value : the smallest error on that subject infects with corresponding 
error all our otho*^ conclusions ; and anything vague or misty in our 
conception of it, creates confusion and uncertainty in everything else. 
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Happily, there is nothing in the laws of Value which remains for the 
present or any future writer to clear up ; the theory of the subject is 
complete : the only difficulty to be overcome is that of so stating it as to 
solve by anticipation the chief perplexities which occur in applying it : 
and to do this, some minuteness of exposition, and considerable demands 
in the patience of the reader, are unavoidable. He will be amply repaid, 
however (if a stianger to these inquiries), by the ease and rapidity with 
which a thorough understanding of this subject will enable him to fathom 
most of the remaining questions of political economy. 

§ 2. We must begin by settling our phraseology. Adam Smith, in a 
passage often quoted, has touched upon the most obvious ambiguity of 
the word value ; which in one of its senses, signifies usefulness, in another, 
power of purchasing ; in his own language, value in use and value in 
exchange. But (as Mr. De Quincey has remarked) in illustrating this 
double meaning, Adam Smith has himself fallen into another ambiguity. 
Things (he says) which have the greatest value in use have often little or 
no value in exchange ; which is true, since that which can be obtained 
without labour or sacrifice will command no price, however useful or 
needful it may be. But he proceeds to add, that things which have the 
greatest value in exchange, as a diamond for example, may have little or 
no value in use. This is employing the word use, not in the sense m 
which political economy is concerned with it, but in that other sense in 
which use is opposed to pleasure. Political economy has nothing to do 
with the comparative estimation of difffrcnt uses in the judgment of a 
philosopher or of a moralist. The use of a thing, in political economy, 
means its capacity to satisfy a desire, or serve a purpose. Diamonds have 
this capacity in a high degree, and unless they had it, would not bear any 
price. Value in use, as Mr. De Quincey calls it, ideologic value, is the 
extreme limit of value in exchange. The exchange value of a thing may 
fall short, to any amount, of its value in use ; but that it can ever exceed 
the value in use, implies a contradiction ; it supposes that persons will 
give, to possess a thing, more than the utmost value which they themselves 
put upon it, as a means of gratifying their inclinations. 

The word Value, when used without adjunct, always means, in political 
economy, value in exchange ; or as it has been called by Adam Smith and 
his successors, exchangeable value, a phrase which no amount of 
authority that can be quoted for it can make other than bad English. Mr. 
De Quincey substitutes the tenn Exchange Value, which is unexception- 
able. 

Exchange value requires to be distinguished from Price. The words 
Value and Price were used as synonymous by the early political econo- 
mists, and are not always discriminated even by Ricardo, liut the most 
accurate modern writers, to avoid the wasteful expenditure of two good 
scientific terns on a jingle idea, have employed Price to express the value 
of a thing in relation to money ; the quantity of money for which it will 
exchange. By the price of a thing, therefore, we shall henceforth under- 
stand its value in money ; by the value, or exchange value of a thing, its 
general power of purchasing ; the command which its possession gives 
over purchaseable commodities in general. 

§ 3. But here a fresh demand for explanation presents itself. What is 
meant by command over commodities in general.^ The same thing 
exchanges for a great quantity of some commodities, end for a very small 
quantity of others. A suit of clothes exchanges for a great quantity 
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of bread, and for a very small quantity of precious Stones. The value o! 
a thing in exchange for some commodities may be rising, for others 
falling A coat may exchange for less bread this year than last, if the 
harvest has been bad, but for moie glass or iron, if a tax has been taken 
off those commodities, or an improvement made in their manufacture. 
Has the value of the coat, in these ciicumstances, fallen or risen It is 
impossible to say : all that can be said is, that it has fallen in i elation to 
one thing, and risen in respect to another. But there is another case, m 
^\hich no one would have any hesitation in saying what sort of change had 
taken place in the \alue of the coat namely, if the cause m which the 
distuibance of exchange values originated, was something directly affect- 
ing the coat itself, and not the bread, or the glass. Suppose, for example, 
that an invention had been made in machinery, by uhich broadcloth 
could be woven at half the former cost. The effect of this would be to 
lower the value of a coat, and if low'ered by this cause, it would be 
low'crcd not in relation to bread only or to glass only, but to all purchase- 
able things, except such as happened to be affected at the very time by 
a Similar depressing cause. We should therefore say, that there had been 
a fall in the exchange \alue or general pui chasing power of a coat. The 
idea of general exchange value originates in the fact, that there really are 
causes which tend to alter the value of & thing in exchange for things 
generally, that is, for all things which are not themselves acted upon by 
causes of similar tendency. , 

In considering exchange value scientifically, it is expedient to abstract 
from all causes except those which originate in the very commodity under 
consideration. 1 hose which originate in the commodities with w'hich we 
compare it, affect its value in relation to these commodities ; but those 
which originate in itself, affect its value in relation to all commodities. In 
order the more completely to confine our attention to these last, it is con- 
venient to assume that all commodities but the one in qiiestinn remain 
invariable in their relative values. When we are considering the causes 
which raise or lower the value of corn, we suppose that woollens, silks, 
cutlery, sugar, timber, etc., while varying in their power of purchasing 
com, remain constant in the proportions in which they exchange for one 
another. On this assumption, any one of them may be taken as a repre- 
sentative of all the rest : since in whatever manner corn vanes in value 
with respect to any one commodity, it vanes in the same manner and 
degree with respect to every other; and the upward or dow'iiward move- 
ment of its value estimated in some one thing, is all that needs be 
considered. Its money value, therefore, or price, will rcpiescnt as well as 
anything else its general exchange value, or purchasing pow'cr ; and fiom 
an obvious convenience, will often be employed us in that representa- 
tive character ; with the proviso that money itself do not vary in its 
general purchasing power, but that the puces of all things, other than 
that which we happen to be considering, remain unaltered. 

§ 4. The distinction between Value and Puce, as we have now 
defined them, is so obvious, as scaicely to seem in need of any illustra- 
tion, But in political economy the gicatest errois arise from overlooking 
the most obvious truths. Simple as this distinction is, it has consequences 
with which a reader unacquainted with the subject would do well to 
begin early by making himself thoroughly familiar. The following is one 
of the principal. There is such a thing as a general rise of prices. All 
commodities may rise in their money price. But there cannot be a 
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general rise of values. It is a contradiction in terms. A can only rise in 
value by exchanging for a greater quantity of B and C ; in which case 
these must exchange for a smaller quantity of A. All things cannot rise 
relatively to one another. If one-half of the commodities in the market 
rise m exchange value, the very terms imply a fall of the other half; and 
reciprocally, the fall implies a rise. Things which are exchanged for one 
another can no more all fall, or all rise, than a dozen runners can each 
outrun all the rest, or a hundred trees all overtop one another. Simple as 
this truth IS, we shall presently see that it is lost sight of in some of the 
most accredited doctrines both of theorists and of what are called practical 
men. And as a first specimen, we may instance the great importance 
attached in the imagination of most people to a rise or fall of general 
pnees. Because when the price of any one commodity rises, the circum- 
stance usually indicates a rise of its value, people have an indistinct feeling 
when all prices rise, as if all things simultaneously had risen in value, and 
all the possessors had become enriched. That the money prices of all 
things should rise or fall, provided they all rise or fall equally, is in itself, 
and apart from existing contracts, of no consequence. It affects nobody’s 
wages, profits, or rent. Every one gets more money in the one case, and 
less in the other ; but of all that is to be bought with money they 
get neither more nor less than before. It makes no other difference than 
that of using more or fewer counters to reckon by The only thing winch 
in this case is really altered in value, is money ; and the only persons who 
either gain or lose are the holders of mcftiey, or those who have to receive 
or to pay fixed sums of it. Theie is a diffeience to annuitants and to 
creditors the one way, and to those who aie burthened with annuities, or 
with debts, the contrary way. There is a disturbance, in short, of fixed 
money contracts ; and this is an evil, whether it takes place in the 
debtors favour or in the creditor’s. But as to future transactions thcie is 
no difference to any one. Let it therefore be remembered (and occasions 
will often arise for calling it to mind) that a general rise or a gcner.il fall 
of values is a contradiction ; and that a general rise or a general fall of 
prices is merely tantamount to an alteration in the value of money, and is 
a matter of complete indifference, save in so far as it affects existing con- 
tracts for receiving and paying fixed pecuniary amounts. 

§ 5. Before commencing the inquiry into the laws of value and puce, I 
have one further observation to make. I must give warning, once for all, 
that the cases I contemplate are those in which v^alues and prices aic 
determined by competition alone. In so far only as they are thus detei- 
mined, can they be reduced to any assignable law. The buyers must be 
supposed as studious to buy cheap, as the sellers to sell dear The v alucs 
and prices, therefore, to which our conclusions apply, are ineicantilc 
values and prices ; sifch puces as are quoted in piioe-currents ; prices m 
the wholesale markets, in which buying as well as selling- is a mattei oi 
business ; in which the buyers take pains to know', and geneially do 
know, the lowest pi ice at which an article of a given cjuality can be 
obtained ; and in w'hich, therefore, the axiom is true, that there cannot be, 
for the same article, of the same quality, two puces in the same maikot. 
Our propositions will be true, in a much more qualified sense, of retail 
prices ; the prices paid in shops for articles of pcisonal consumption. 
For such things there often are not merely two, but many prices, m 
different shops, or even in the same shop ; habit and accident having as 
much to do in the matter as general causes. Purchases foi private use, 
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even by people in business, are not always made on business principles : 
the feelings which come into play in the operation of getting and in that 
of spending their income, are often extremely different. Either from 
indolence, or insouciance, or because people think it fine to pay and ask 
no questions, three-fourths of those who can afford it give much higher 
prices than necessary for the things they consume ; while the poor often 
do the same from ignorance and defect of judgment, want of time for 
searching and making inquiiy, and not unfrequently from coercion, open 
or disguised. For these leasons, retail prices do not follow, with all the 
legulaiity which might be expected, the action of the causes which 
determine wholesale prices. The influence of those causes is ultimately 
felt in the retail markets, and is the real source of such variations in retail 
prices as are of a general and permanent character. But there is no 
regular or exact correspondence. Shoes of equally good quality are sold 
in different shops at prices which differ considerably ; and the price of 
leather may fill without causing the richer class of buyers to pay less for 
shoes Nevertheless, snoes do sometimes fiiU in price ; and when they 
do, the cause is always some such general circumstance as the cheapening 
of leather * and when leather is clicapened, even if no diffcience showii 
itself m shops frequented by rich people, the artisan and the laboureff 
generally get their shoes cheaper, and there is a visible diminution in the 
contract prices at which shoes are delivered for the supply of a workhouse 
or of a regiment In all reasoning about prices, the proviso must be 
understood, ‘supposing all parties to take care of their own interest* 
Inattention to these distinctions has led to improper applications of the 
abstract principles of political economy, and still oftener to an undue 
discrediting of those principles, through their being compared with a 
different sort of facts from those which they contemplate, or which can 
fairly be expected to accord with them. 


CHAPTER II. 

OF DEMAND AND SUPPLY, IN THEIR RELATION TO VALUE. 

§ I. That a thing may have any value in exchange, two conditions are 
necessary It must be of some use ; that is (as already explained) it must 
conduce to some purpose, satisfy some desire. No one will pay a price, 
or part with anything which serves some of his purposes, to obtain a thing 
which serves none of them. But, secondly, the thing must not only have 
some utility, there must also be some difficulty m its attainment, ‘Any 
article whatever,’ says Mr, De Quincey,* ‘ to obtain that artificial sort of 
value which is meant by exchange value, must beg^fn by offering itself as 
a means to some desirable purpose ; and secondly, ev^n though possessing 
incontestably this preliminary advantage, it will never extend to an ex- 
change value in cases where it can be obtained gratuitously and without 
effort ; of which last terms both are necessary as limitations. For often 
it will happen that some desirable object may be obtained gratuitously ; 
stoop, and you may gather it at your feet ; but still, because the continued 
iteration of this stooping exacts a laborious effort, very soon it is found, 
that to gather for yourself virtually is not gratuitous. In the vast forests 

It 

• Logic of Political Economy ^ p, 13, 
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of the Canadas, at intervals, 'wild strawberries may be gratuitously gathered 
by shiploads : yet such is the exhaustion of a stooping posluic, and of a 
labour so monotonous, that evei7body is soon glad to resign the service 
into mercenary hands.' 

As was pointed out in the last chapter, the utility of a thing in the 
estimation of the purchaser is the extieme limit of its exclungc \aliie : 
higher the value cannot ascend; peculiar circumstances aie required to 
raise it so high This topic is happily illustrated by Mr. De Quincey. 
‘Walk into almost any possible shop, buy the first article >ou see ; what 
will deteimine its price? In ninety-nine cases out of a hiindied, simply 
the element D— difficulty of attainment. The other element U, or intiinsic 
utility, will be perfectly inoperati\e. Let the thing (measured by its uses) 
be, for your purposes, worth ten guineas, so that you woidd rather give 
ten guineas than lose it : yet, if the difficulty of producing it be only 
worth one guinea, one guinea is the price which it will bear. But still not 
the less, though U is inoperative, can U be supposed absent ? By no 
possibility; for, if it been absent, assuiedly you would not ha^e 
bought the article even at the low^est price. U acts upon though 
it docs not act upon the price. On the other hand, in the hundredth 
i^se, we wall suppose the circumstances reversed : vou are on Lake 
% lerior in a steam boat, making your way to an unsettled region 800 
Xpms a-head of civilization, and consciously with no chance at all of 
jftarchasing any luxury whatsoever, little luxury or lug luxury, for the 
space of ten years to come. One felldw-passcnger, whom you wall part 
with before sunset, has a pow'erful musical snuff-box ; knowing by ex- 
perience the power of such a toy over your own feelings, the magic wath 
which at times it lulls your agitations of mind, you are vehemently 
desirous to purchase it. In the hour of leaving London you had forgot 
to do so : heic is a final chance. But the owner, aware of your situation 
not less than yourself, is determined to opcnite by a strain pushed to the 
very utteimost upon U, upon the intrinsic worth of the article in your 
individual estimate for your individual purposes. He wall not hear of D 
as any controlling pow’er or mitigating agency in the case ; and finally, 
although at six guineas a-piece in London or Paris you might ha\e loaded 
a w'aggon with such boxes, you pay sixty rather than lose it when the last 
knell of the clock has sounded, which summons you to buy now or to 
forfeit for ever. Here, as before, only one element is operative : befoie it 
was p, now it is U. But after all, D was not absent, though inoperatne. 
The inertness of D allowed U to put forth its total effect. The practical 
compression of D being wMthdrawm, U springs up like wMter in a pump 
w'hen released from the pressure of air. Yet still that D was present to 
your thoughts, though the price w'as otherwise regulated, is e\ ident ; both 
because U and D mdst coexist in order to found nny case of exchange 
value whatever, and because undeniably you take into very particular 
consideration this D, the extreme difficulty of attainment (which here is 
the greatest possible, viz , an impossibility), before you consent to have the 
price racked up to U. The special D has vanished ; but it is leplaccd in 
your thoughts by an unlimited D. Undoubtedly you lia\e submitted to 
U in extremity as the regulating force of the price ; but it was under a 
sense of D’s latent presence. Yet D is so far from exerting any positive 
force, that the retirement of D from all agency whatever on the pi ice— 
this it is which ci cates as it were a perfect vacuign, and through that 
vacuum U rushes up to its highest and ultimate gradation.' 
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This case, in which the value is wholly regulated by the necessities or 
desires of the purchaser, is the case of strict and absolute monopoly ; in 
which, the article desired being only obtainable from one person, he can 
evict ciny CLpiivalcnt, short of the point at which no pui chaser could be 
found But It lb not a necessary consequence, even of complete monopoly, 
that the value should be forced up to this ultimate limit as will be seen 
wdicn w*e have considered the law of value m so far as depending on the 
othei element, difficulty of attainment 

§ 2 The diificulty of attainn^ent which detci mines value, is not always 
the same kind of difficulty. It sometimes consists in an absolute limita 
lion ol the supply. There aie things of which it is physically impossible 
to incicasc the quantity beyond certain narrow limits. Such aie those 
wines winch can be grown only m peculiar circumstances of soil, climate, 
and exposure. Such also are ancient sculptures ; pictures by the old 
mabtcis; rare books or coins, or other articles of antiquarian curiosity. 
Am >ng such may also be reckoned houses and builclmg-ground, in a town 
of dclinite extent (such as Venice, or any foitificd towm wheie fortifica- 
tions are necessaiy to secuuty), the most desiialde sites in any town 
wdiatever-, houses and parks peciiliaily favoured by natuial beauty, m 
places w'here that advant<ige is uncommon. Potentially, all land what- 
ever IS a commodity of this class ; and might be practically so, in countries 
fully occupied and cultivated. 

But there is another category, (embracing the majority of all things 
that are bought and sold,) m whith the obstacle to attainment consists 
only in the labour and expense requisite to produce the commodity. 
Without a certain labour and expense it cannot be had ; but when any 
one IS w’llling to incur this, there needs be no limit to the muhiplication of 
the piocliict If there w^eie labourers enough and machinery enough, 
cottons, woollens, or linens might be produced by thousands of yards for 
evciy single yard now manufactured. There would be a point, no doubt, 
w^here further increase would be stopped by the incapacity of the earth to 
affoid inoie of the material. But there is no need, for any purpose of 
political economy, to contemplate a lime when this ideal limit could 
become a practical one 

There is a third case, intermediate between the two preceding, and 
rather more complex, w'hich I shall at present merely indicate, but the 
importance of which in politiCtil economy is extremely great. Theic arc 
commodities which can be multiplied to an indefinite extent by labour and 
expenditure, but not by a fixed amount of labour and expenditure. Only 
a limited quantity can be produced at a given cost ; if more is wanted, it 
must be pioduced at a gi cater cost. To this cl.iss, as has been often 
repeated, agricultural produce belongs ; and generally all the rude produce 
of the caith ; and this peculiarity is a source of tery important conse- 
quences ; one of which is the necessity of a limit to population ; and 
another, the payment of rent. 

§ 3. Tlicse being the thiec classes, in one or other of which all things 
that are bought and sold must take their place, wc shall consider them in 
their order. And first, of things absolutely limited m quantity, such as 
ancient sculptures or pictures. 

Of such things it is commonly said, that their value depends upon their 
scarcity : but the expression is not sufficiently definite to serve our 
purpose. Others saji, with somewhat greater precision, that the value 
depends on the demand ^nd the supply. Bqt even this statement requires 
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much explanation, to make it a clear exponent of the relation between the 
value of a thing, and the causes of which that value is an effect. 

The supply of a commodity is an intelligible expression * it means the 
quantity offered for sale ; the quantity that is to be had, at a given time 
and place, by those who wish to purchase it. But what is meant by the 
demand? Not the mere desire for the commodity. A beggar may 
desire a pine-apple ; but his desire, however great, will have no influence 
on the price. Writers have therefore given a more limited sense to 
demand, and have defined it, the wish to possess, combined with the 
power of purchasing To distinguish demand in this technical sense, 
from the demand which is synonymous with desire, they call the former 
effectual demand.* After this explanation, it is usually supposed that 
there remains no further difficulty, and that the value depends upon the 
ratio between the effectual demand, as thus defined, and the supply. 

These phrases, however, fail to satisfy anyone who requires clear ideas, 
and a perfectly precise expression of them. Some confusion must always 
attach to a phrase so inappropriate as that of a ratio between two things 
not of the same denomination. What ratio can there be between a 
quantity and a desire, or even a desire combined with a power ? A ratio 
between demand and supply is only intelligible if by demand we mean the 
quantity demanded, and if the ratio intended is that between the quantity 
demanded and the quantity supplied. But again, the quantity demanded 
is not a fixed quantity, even at the same^ime and place ; it vanes accord- 
ing to the value : if the thing is cheap, there is usually a demand for more 
of It than when it is dear. The demand, therefore, partly depends on the 
value. But it was before laid down that the value depends on the 
demand From this contradiction how shall we extricate ourselves? 
How solve the paradox, of two things, each depending upon the other? 

Although the solution of these difficulties is obvious enough, the difficul- 
ties themselves are not fanciful ; and 1 bring them forward thus pro- 
minently, because I am ccitain that they obscurely haunt every inquirer 
into the subject who has not openly faced and distmctly realized them. 
Undoubtedly the true solution must have been frequently given, although 
I cannot call to mind any one who had given it before myself, except the 
eminently clear thinker and skilful expositor, J. B. Say. I should have 
imagined, however, that it must be familiar to all political economists, if 
the writings of several did not give evidence of some want of clearness on 
the point, and if the instance of Mr. De Quincey did not prove that the 
complete non-recognition and implied denial of it are compatible with 
great intellectual ingenuity, and close intimacy with the subject-matter. 

§ 4 Meaning, by the woid demand, the quantity demanded, and 
remembering that thvs is not a fixed quantity, but in general varies 
according to the value, let us suppose that the demand at some pirticul.ir 
time exceeds the supply, that is, there are persons ready to buy, at the 
market value, a greater quantity than is offered for sale. Competition 
takes place on the side of the buyers, and the value rises : but how much? 
In the ratio (some may suppose) of the deficiency : if the demand exceeds 

* Adam Smith, who introduced the expression ‘ effectual demand,’ employed it 
to denote the demand of those who are willing and able to give for the commodity 
what he calls its natural price, that is, the price which will enable it to be per- 
manently produced and brought to market. — See his chiipter on Natural and 
Market Price (book i. ch, 7). 
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the supply by one-third, the value rises one-third. By no means : for 
when the value has risen one-third, the demand may still exceed the 
supply ; there may, even at that higher value, be a greater quantity 
wanted than is to be had ; and the competition of buyers may still 
continue. If the article is a necessary of life, which, rather than resign, 
people are willing to pay for at any price, a deficiency of one-third may 
raise the price to double, triple, or quadruple.* Or, on the contiary, the 
competition may cease before the value has risen in even the proportion 
of the deficiency. A rise, short of one-third, may place the article beyond 
the means, or beyond the inclinations, of purchasers to the full amount. 
At what point, then, will the rise be arrested ? At the point, whatever it 
be, which equalizes the demand and the supply : at the puce which cuts 
off the extra third from the demand, or brings forward additional sellers 
sufficient to supply it. When, in either of these ways, or by a combination 
of both; the demand becomes equal and'no more than equal to the supply, 
the rise of value will stop. 

The converse case is equally simple. Instead of a demand beyond the 
supply, let us suppose a supply exceeding the demand. The competition 
will now be on the side of the sellers ; the extra quantity can only find a 
market by calling forth an additional demand equal to itself. This is 
accomplished by means of cheapness ; the value falls, and brings the 
article within the reach of more numerous customers, or induces those 
who were already consumers to piake increased purchases. The fall of 
value required to re-establish equality, is different in different cases. The 
kinds of things in which it is commonly greatest are at the two extremities 
of the scale ; absolute necessaries, or those peculiar luxuries, the taste for 
which is confined to a small class. In the case of food, as those who 
have already enough do not require more on account of its cheapness, 
but rather expend in other things what they save in food, the increased 
consumption occasioned by cheapness, carries off, as experience shows, a 
very small pjirt of the extra supply caused by a good harvest ;t and the 
fall is practically an-ested only when the farmers withdraw their corn, and 
hold It back in hopes of a higher price ; or by the operations of speculators 
who buy corn when it is cheap, and store it up to be brought forth when 
more urgently wanted. Whether the demand and supply are equalized 
by an increased demand, the result of cheapness, or by withdrawing a 
part of the supply, equalized they are in either case. 

Thus we see that the idea of a ratio^ as between demand and supply, 
is out of place, and has no concern in the matter : the proper mathematical 
analogy is that of an equation Demand and supply, the quantity demanded 
and the quantity supplied, will be made equal. If unequal at any moment, 
competition equalize? them, and the manner in wl^ich this is done is by 
an adjustment of the value. If the demand increases, the value rises ; if 
the demand diminishes, the value falls : again, if the supply falls off, the 
value rises ; and falls, if the supply is increased. The rise or the fall 

* ‘ The price of corn in this country has risen from loo to 200 per cent, and 
upwards, when the utmost com})Uted deficiency of the crops has not been more 
than between one-sixth and one-third below an average, and when that deficiency 
has been relieved by foreign supplies. If there should be a deficiency of the crops 
amounting to one-third, without any surplus from a former year, and without any 
chance of relief by importation, the price might rise five, six, or even ten-fold.’— 
Tooke’s History of Prices^ vol. i. pp. 13-5. 

f See Tooke, and the Report of the Agricultural Committee in 1821 
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continues until the demand and supply are again equal to one another: 
and the value which a commodity will bring in any market, is no other 
than the value which, in that market, gives a demand just sufficient to 
carry off the existing or expected supply. 

This, then, is the Law of Value, with respect to all commodities not 
susceptible of being multiplied at pleasure. Such commodities, no doubt, 
are exceptions. Theie is another law for that much larger class of things, 
which admit of definite multiplication. But it is not the less necessary to 
conceive distinctly and grasp firmly the theory of this exceptional case. 
In the first place, it will be found to be of great assistance m rendering 
the more common case intelligible. And m the next place, the principle 
of the exception sti etches wider, and embraces more cases, than might at 
first be supposed. 

§ 5. There are but few commodities which are naturally and necessarily 
limited m supply. But any commodity whatever may be artificially so. 
Any commodity may be the subject of a monopoly : like tea, in this 
country, up to 1834 ; tobacco in France, salt and opium in British India, 
at present. The puce of a monopoliEcd commodity is commonly supposed 
to be arbitral y ; depending on the will of the monopolist, and limited 
only (as in Mr. De Quinccy’s case of the musical box in the wilds of 
America) by the buyer’s extreme estimate of its worth to himself. Tins is 
in one sense true, but forms no exception, neveithelcss, to the dependence 
on the value of supply and demand. Tlje monopolist can fix the value as 
high as he pleases, short of what the consumer either could not or would 
not pay ; but he can only do so by limiting the supply. The Dutch East 
India Company obtained a monopoly price for the produce of the Spice 
Islands, but to do so they were obliged, in good seasons, to destroy a 
portion of the crop. Had they persisted m selling all that they produced, 
they must have forced a market by reducing the price, so low, perhaps, 
that they would have received for the larger quantity a less total return 
than for the smaller : at least they showed that such was their opinion by 
destroying the surplus. Even on Lake Superior, Mr. De Quincey*s 
huckster could not have sold his box for sixty guineas, if he had 
possessed two musical boxes and desiied to sell them both. Supposing 
the cost price of each to be six guineas, he would have taken seventy for 
the two in preference to sixty for one ; that is, although his monopoly was 
the closest possible, he would have sold the boxes at thirty five guineas 
each, notwithstanding that sixty was not beyond the buyei-^s estimate of 
the article for his purposes. Monopoly value, thciefore, docs not depend 
on any peculiar principle, but is a mere variety of the ordinary case of 
demand and supply. 

Again, although thej;e are few commodities which are at all times and 
for ever unsusceptible of increase of supply, any commodity whatever may 
be temporarily so, and with some commodities this is habitually the case. 
Agricultural produce, for example, cannot be increased in quantity before 
the next harvest ; the quantity of com already existing in the world is all 
that can be had for sometimes a year to come. During that interval, com 
is practically assimilated to things of Mhich the quantity cannot be in- 
creased. In the case of most commodities, it requiies a certain time to 
increase their quantity ; and if the demand increases, then until a corre- 
sponding supply can be brought forward, that is, until the supply can ac- 
commodate itself to the demand, the value will so rise/ as to accommodate 
the demand to the supply. 
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There is another case, the exact converse of this. There are some 
articles of which the supply may be indefinitely increased, but cannot 
be rapidly diminished. There are things so durable that the quantity 
in existence is at all times very great in comparison with the annual 
produce. Gold, and the more durable metals, are things of this sort ; 
and also houses. The supply of such things might of course be at once 
diminished by destroying them ; but to do this could only be the interest 
of the possessor if he had a monopoly of the article, and could repay 
himself for the destruction of a part by the increased value of the 
remainder. The value, therefore, of such things may continue for a long 
time so low, either from excess of supply or falling off m the demand, as 
to put a complete stop to further production ; the diminution of supply by 
wearing out being so slow a process, that a long time is requisite, even 
under a total suspension of production, to restore the original value. 
During that interval the value will be regulated solely by supply and 
demand, and will rise very gradually as the existing stock wears out, 
until there is again a remunerating value, and production resumes its 
course 

Finally, there are commodities of which, though capable of being 
increased or diminished to a great, and even an unlimited extent, the 
value never depends upon anything but demand and supply This is the 
case, in particular, with the commodity Labour : of the value of which we 
have treated copiously in the preceding Book : and there are many cases 
besides in which we shall find it necessary to call m this principle to 
solve difficult questions of exchange value. This will be particularly 
exemplified wffien we treat of International Values ; that is, of the terms 
of interchange betw^een things produced in different countries, or, to 
speak more generally, in distant places. But into these questions we 
cannot enter until we shall have examined the case of commodities 
which can be increased in quantity indefinitely and at pleasure ; and 
shall have determined by what law, other than that of Demand and 
Supply, the permanent or average values of such commodities are regulated. 
This we shall do in the next chapter. 


CHAPTER III. 

OF COST OF PRODUCTION, IN ITS RELATION TO VALUE. 

§ I. When the production of a commodity is the effect of labour and 
expenditure, whether the commodity is susceptible of unlimited multipli- 
cation or not, there is a minimum value which is the essential condition 
of its being permanently produced. The value af any particular time is 
the result of supply and demand ; and is always that which is necessary 
to create a market for the existing supply. But unless that value is 
sufficient to repay the Cost of Production, and to afford, besides, the 
ordinary expectations of profit, the commodity will not continue to be pro- 
duced. Capitalists will not go on permanently producing at a loss. 
They will not even go on producing at a piofit less than they can live 
upon. Persons whose capital is already embarked, and cannot easily be 
extricated, will persevere for a considerable time without profit, and have 
been known to peif^evere even at a loss, in hopes of better times. But 
they will not do so indefinitely, or when there is nothing to indicate that 
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times are likely to Improve. No new capital will be invested in an 
employment, unless there be an expectation not only of some profit, but of 
a profit as great (regard being had to the degree of eligibility of the 
employment in other respects) as can be hoped for in any other occupa- 
tion at that time and place. When such profit is evidently not to be had, 
if people do not actually withdraw their capital, they at least abstain from 
replacing it when consumed. The cost of production, together with the 
ordinary profit, may therefore be called the necessary price, or value, of 
all things made by labour and capital. Nobody willingly produces in the 
prospect of loss. Whoever does so, does it under a miscalculation, which 
he corrects as fast as he is able. 

When a commodity is not only made by labour and capital, but can be 
made by them in indefinite quantity, this Necessary Value, the minimum 
with which the producers will be content, is also, if competition is free, the 
maximum which they can expect. If the value of a commodity is such 
that It repays the cost of production not only with the customary, but with 
a higher rate of profit, capital rushes to share in this extra gam, and by 
increasing the supply of the article reduces its value. This is not a mere 
supposition or surmise, but a fact familiar to those conversant with com- 
mercial operations. Whenever a new line of business presents itself, 
offeiing a hope of unusual profits, and whenever any established trade or 
manufacture is believed to be yielding a greater profit than customary, 
there is sure to be in a short lime so large a production or importation of 
the commodity, as not only destroys the extra profit, but generally goes 
beyond the maik, and sinks the value as much too low as it had before 
been raised too high ; until the oversupply is corrected by a total or 
partial suspension of further production. As I have already intimated,* 
these variations In the quantity produced do not presuppose or require 
that any person should change his employment. Those whose business 
is thriving, increase their produce by availing themselves more largely of 
their credit, while those who are not making the ordinary profit, restrict 
their operations, and (in manufacturing phrase) work short time. In this 
mode IS surely and speedily effected the equalization, not of profits 
perhaps, but of the expectations of profit, in different occupations. 

As a general rule, then, things tend to exchange for one another at such 
values as will enable each producer to be repaid the cost of production 
with the ordinary profit ; in other words, such as will give to ail producers 
the same rate of profit on their outlay. But in order that the profit may 
be equal where the outlay, that is, the cost of production, is equal, things 
must on the average exchange for one another m the ratio of their cost of 
production ; things of which the cost of production is the same, must be 
of the same value. ;^or only thus will an equal outlay yield an equal 
return. If a farmerwith a capital equal to 1000 quarters of corn, can pio- 
duce 1200 quarters, yielding him a profit of 20 per cent. ; whatever else 
can be produced in the same time by a capital of 1000 quarters, must be 
worth, that is, must exchange for, 1200 quarters, otherwise the producer 
would gam cither more or less than 20 per cent. 

Adam Smith and Ricardo have called that value of a thing which is 
proportional to its cost of production, its Natural Value (or its Natural 
Price). They meant by this, the point about which the value oscillates, 
and to which it always tends to return ; the central value, towards which, 


* Supra, p. 284, 
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as Adam Smith expresses it, the market value of a thing is constantly 
gravitating ; and any deviation from which is but a temporary irregularity, 
which, the moment it exists, sets forces in motion tending to correct it. 
On an average of years, sufficient to enable the oscillations on one side of 
the central line to be compensated by those on the other, the market 
value agrees with the natural value ; but it very seldom coincides exactly 
with it at any particular time. The sea everywhere tends to a level ; but 
it never is at an exact level ; its surface is always ruffled by waves, and 
often agitated by storms. It is enough that no point, at least in the open 
sea, IS permanently higher than another. Each place is alternately ele- 
vated and depressed ; but the ocean preserves its level. 

§ 2. The latent influence by which the values of things are made to 
conform in the long run to the cost of production, is the vaiialion that 
would otherwise take place in the supply of the commodity. That supply 
would be increased if the thing continued to sell above the ratio of its cost 
of production, and would be diminished if it fell below that ratio. Hut we 
must not therefore suppose it to be necessary that the supply should 
actually be either diminished or increased. Suppose that the cost of 
production of a thing is cheapened by some mechanical invention, or 
increased by a tax. The value of the thing would m a little time, if not 
immediately, fall in the one case, and use m the other; and it would do 
so, simply because if it did not, the supply would in the one case be in- 
cieased, until the price fell, in the other diminished, until it rose. For 
this reason, and from the erroneous notion that value depends on the 
proportion between the demand and the supply, many persons suppose 
that this proportion must be altered whenever there is any change in the 
value of the commodity ; that the value cannot fall through a diminution 
of the cost of production, unless the supply is permanently increased ; nor 
rise, unless the supply is permanently diminished. But this is not the 
fact: there is no need that there should be any actual alteiation of 
supply ; and when there is, the alteration, if permanent, is not the cause 
but the consequence of the alteration in value. If, indeed, the supply 
could not be increased, no diminution in the cost of pioduction would 
lower the value ; but there is by no means any necessity that it should. 
The mere possibility often suffices ; the dealers are awaie of what would 
happen, and their mutual competition makes them anticipate the result by 
lowering the price. Whether there will be a greater permanent supply of 
the commodity after its production has been cheapened, depends on quite 
another question, namely, on whether a greater quantity is w'anted, at the 
reduced value. Most commonly a greater quantity is wanted, but not 
necessarily. ‘A man,’ says Mr. De Quinccy,"^ ‘buys an article of instant 
applicability to his own purposes the more readily and the more largely as 
it happens to be cheaper. Silk handkerchiefs havidg fallen to half-price, 
he w'lll buy, perhaps, in threefold quantity ; but he does not buy more 
steam-engines because the price is lowered. II is demand for steam- 
engines is almost always predetermined by the circumstances of his 
situation. So far as he considers the cost at all, it is much more the 
cost of working this engine than the cost upon its purchase. But there 
are many articles for which the market is absolutely and merely limited by 
a pre-existing system^ to which those uncles are attached as subordinate 
parts or members. How could we force the dials or faces of timepieces by 

* Logic of Political Economy^ pp, 230-1, 
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artificial cheapness to sell more plentifully than the inner works or move* 
mcnts of such timepieces ? Could the sale of wine-vaults be increased 
without increasing the sale of wine? Or the tools of shipwrights find 
an enlarged market whilst shipbuilding was stationary ? . . . Offer to a 
town of 3,000 inhabitants a stock of hearses, no cheapness w'ill tempt that 
town into buying more than one. Offer a stock of yachts, the chief cost 
lies in manning, victualling, repaiiing: no diminution upon the mere 
price to a purchaser will tempt into the market any man whose habits 
and propensities had not already disposed him to such a purchase. So 
of professional costume for bishops, lawyers, students at Oxford. Nobody 
doubts, however, that the price and value of all these things would be 
eventually lowered by any diminution of their cost of production ; and 
lowered through the apprehension entertained of new' competitois, and an 
increased supply : though the great hazard to which a new competitor 
would expose himself, in an article not susceptible of any considerable 
extension of its market, would enable the established dealers to maintain 
their oiiginal puces much longer than they could do in an article ofleiing 
more encouragement to competition. 

Again, reverse the case, and suppose the cost of production increased, as 
for example by laying a tax on the commodity. The value would rise ; 
and that, probably, immediately. Would the supply be diminished ? 
Only if the increase of value diminished the demand. Whether this 
effect followed, would soon appear, ai)^ if it did, the value would recede 
somewhat, from excess of supply, until the production was reduced, and 
would then rise again. There arc many articles for which it requires a very 
considerable rise of price materially to reduce the demand ; in particular, 
articles of necessity, such as the habitual food of the people ; in England, 
wheaten bread : of which there is probably as much produced, at a high 
cost price, as there would be at a price considerably lower. Yet it is 
especially in such things that dearness or high price is popularly con- 
founded with scarcity. Food may be dear from scarcity, as after a bad 
harvest ; but the dearness (for example) which is the effect of taxation, or 
of corn laws, has nothing whatever to do with insufficient supply : such 
causes do not much dimmish the quantity of food in a counti7 : it is other 
things rather than food that are diminished in quantity by them, since, 
those who pay more for food not having so much to expend otherwise, the 
production of other things contracts itself to the limits of a smaller 
demand. 

It is, therefoie, strictly correct to say, that the value of things which 
can be increased in quantity at pleasure, does not depend (except ac- 
cidentally, and during the time necessary for production to adjust itselQ 
upon demand and sqpply ; on the contiar)', dematjd and supply depend 
upon it. There is a demand for a certain quantity of the commodity at 
its natural value, and to that the supply in the long run endeavours to 
conform. When at any time it fails of so conforming, it is either from 
nuscalculation, or from a change m some of the elements of the problem ; 
either in the natural value, that is, in the cost of production ; or in the 
demand, from an alteration in public taste or in the number or wealth of 
the consumers. These causes of disturbance aie very liable to occur, 
and when any one of them does occur, the market value of the article 
ceases to agree with the natural value. The real^law of demand and 
supply, the equation between them, holds good in all cases : if a value 
different from the natural value be necessary to make the demand equal 
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to the supply, the market value will deviate from the natural value ; but 
only for a time ; for the permanent tendency of supply is to confoim itself 
to the demand which is found by experience to exist for the commodity 
when selling at its natural value. If the supply is either more or less than 
this, it IS so accidentally, and affords either more or less than the ordinal y 
rate of profit ; which under free competition cannot long continue to be 
the case. 

To recapitulate* demand and supply go\cm the value of all things 
which cannot be indefinitely increased ; except that even for them, when 
produced by industry, there is a minimum value, determined by the cost 
of production. But in all things ^\hlch admit of indefinite multiplication, 
demand and supply only detcimmc the pcrtuibations of value, during a 
period which cannot exceed the length of time necessary for altering the 
supply. While thus ruling the oscillations of value, they themselves obey 
a superior force, which makes value gravitate towards Cost of Pioduction, 
and which would settle it and keep it there, if ficsh disturbing influences 
were not continually arising to make it again deviate To pursue the 
same strain of metaphor, demand and supply always rush to an ecjuili- 
brium, but the condition of s/ad/e equilibrium is when things exchange 
for each other according to their cost of production, or, in the expression 
we have used, when things are at their Natural Value. 


CHAPTER IV. 

ULTIMATE \NALYSIS OF COST OF PRODUCTION. 

§ I. The component elements of Cost of Production have been set forth 
in the First Part of tins enquiry.* The principal of them, and so much 
the principal as to be nearly the sole, w'c found to be Laboui. What the 
production of a thing costs to Us producer, or its series of pioduccis, is 
the labour expended in producing it If we consider as the producer the 
capitalist who makes the advances, the woid Labour may be icplaccd by 
the word Wages . what the produce costs to him, is the wages w'hich he 
has had to pay. At the first glance indeed this seems to be only a part of 
his outlay, since he has not only paid wages to laboui ers, but has likewise 
provided them with tools, materials, and perhaps buildings 'Jhese tools, 
materials, and buildings, howev^er, were produced by labour and capital ; 
and their value, like that of the article to the production of which they 
aie subservient, depends on cost of production, which again is resolv- 
able into labour. The cost of pioduction of bioadclolh docs not wholly 
consist in the W’agcs nf wcaveis; which alone are cliicrtly paid by the 
cloth manufacturer. It consists also of the wages of spinneis and wool- 
combers, and, it may be added, of shepherds, all of which the clotliier has 
paid for in the price of yam. It consists too of the wages of builders and 
brickmakers, which he has reimbursed in the contract price of erecting his 
factory. It partly consists of the wages of machine-makers, non founders, 
and miners. And to these must be added the wages of the earners who 
transported any of the means and appliances of the production to the 
place where they were to be used, and the product itself to the place where 
It is to be sold. # 


* Supra, pp. 31-2. 
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The value of commodities, therefore, depends principally (we shall 
presently see whether it depends solely) on the quantity of labour 
rcciuired for their production ; including in the idea of production, that 
of conveyance to the market ‘In estimating,’ says Kicaido,* ‘the ex- 
chan^^eable value of stockings, for example, we shj*ll Imd that their value, 
comparatively with other things, depends on the total quantity of labour 
necessary to manufacture them and bring them to market. First, there 
is the labour necessary to ruhtvate the land on which the raw cotton is 
grown ; sccondlv. labour of conveying the cotton to the country where 
the stocki«63 to be manufactured, which includes a portion of the 
jftbour bestowed in building the ship in w’hich it is conveyed, and which 
is charged in the freight of the goods ; thirdly, the labour of the spinner 
and weaver ; fourthly, a portion of the labour of the enj^meer, smith, and 
caipenter, who erected the buildings and machinery by the help of which 
they are made ; fifthly, the labour of the ictail dealer, and of many others, 
whom It is unnecessary further to particularize. The aggregate sum of 
these various kinds of labour, determines the quantity of other things for 
which these stockings will exchange, while the same consideration of the 
various quantities of labour which have been bestow^ed on those other 
things, will equally govern the portion of them which will be given for the 
stockings. 

To convince ourselves that this is the real foundation of exchangeable 
value, let us suppose any improvement to be made in the means of 
abridging labour in any one of the venous processes through which the 
raw cotton must pass before the manufactured stockings come to the 
market to be exchanged for other things ; and observe the effects which 
will follow. If fewer men were required to cultivate the raw cotton, or if 
fewer sailors vvere employed in navigating, or shipwrights in constructing, 
the ship in which it was conveyed to us ; if fewer hands were employed in 
raising the buildings and machinery, or if these, when raised, vvere ren- 
dered more efficient; the stockings would inevitably fall in value, and 
command less of other things. They wmuld fall, because a less quantity 
of labour was necessary to their production, and would therefore exchange 
lor a smaller quantity of those things in which no such abridgment of 
labour had been made. 

‘Economy m the use of labour never fails to reduce the relative value 
or a commodity, whether the pving be in the labour necessary to the 
nwniifacturc of the commodity itself, or in that necessary to the formation 
ot the capital, by the aid of which it is produced. In either case the 
price of stockings would fall, whether there v\ ere fewer men employed as 
bleachers, spinners, and weavers, persons immediately necessary to their 
manufacture : or as sailors, carriers, engineers, and smiths, persons more 
in irectly conccrnccf In the one case, the wdiole 6aving of labour would 
a 1 on the stockings, the remainder being applied to all those other com- 
were subs^^ V ^ production of which the buildings, machineiy, and carriage, 

§ 2. It will have been observed that Ricardo expresses himself as if the 
quantity of labour which it costs to produce a commodity and bring it to 
larket, were the only thing on which its value depended. But since the 
ost of production to the capitalist is not labour but wages, and since 
ages may be either greater or less, the quantity of labour being the 

PnncipUs ^ Politual Economy and Taxatim^ ch. i. sect. 3. 
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same ; it would seem that the value of the product cannot be determined 
solely by the quantity of labour, but by the quantity together with the 
remuneration ; and that values must partly depend on wages. 

In order to decide this point, it must be considered, that value is a 
relative term ; that the value of a commodity is not a name for an inherent 
and substantive quality of the thing itself, but means the quantity of other 
things which can be obtained in exchange for it The value of one 
thing, must always be understood rclatuely to some other thing or to 
things in general. Now the relation of one to another cannot be 
altered by any cause which affects them both alike. A rise or fall of 
general w^ages is a fact which affects all commodities in the same »nanner, 
and theieforc affoids no icason why they should exchange for eadi oliiee 
in one rather than in another proportion. To suppose that high wages 
make high values, is to suppose that theie can be such a thing as gencial 
high value. But this is a contradiction in temis : the high value of some 
things is synonymous with the low value of others. The mistake aiiscs 
from not attending to values, but only to prices Though there is no 
such thing as a general rise of values, ihcie is such a thing as a gcncial 
rise of prices. As soon as we form distinctly the idea of \alues, we see 
that high or low wages can have nothing to do w’lth them; but that high 
w’ages make high prices, is a popular and widely-spiead opinion. The 
w’hole amount of error involved in this proposition can only be seen 
thoroughly when w’c come to the theory of money ; at present we need 
only say that if it be true, iheic c^n be no such thing as a ical rise of 
wages ; for if w ages could not rise without a pi opoi tional i ise of the price 
of cver>’thing, they could not, for any substantial purpose, rise at all. 
This surely is a sufficient reduciio ad abstndian^ and shows the amazing 
folly of the propositions which may and do become, and long remain, 
accredited doctrines of popular political economy. 1 1 must be remembei ed 
too, that general high prices, even supposing them to exist, can be of no 
use to a producer or dealer, considered as such ; for if they inciease his 
money returns, they inciease in the same degree all his expenses. There 
is no mode in which capitalists can compensate thcmscKes for a high 
cost of labour, through any action on values or prices. It can be pic- 
vented from taking its effect in low profits. If the labourers leally get 
more, that is, get the produce of moie labour, a smaller percentage must 
remain for profit. From this Law of Distribution, resting as it does on a 
law of arithmetic, there is no escape. The mechanism of Exchange and 
Price may hide it from us, but is quite powerless to alter it. 

§ 3. Although, however, gencfal wages, w’hethcr high or low, do not 
affect values, yet if wages are higher in one employment than in another, 
or if they rise or fall peimanently in one employment w ithout doing so in 
others, these inequalitjcs do really operate upon yalues. The causes 
which make wages vaiy fiom one employment to another, have been 
considered in a former chapter. When the wages of an employment 
permanently exceed the average rale, the value of the thing produced 
will, in the same degiee, exceed the standard determined by meic 
quantity of labour. Things, for example, which aie made by skilled 
labour, exchange for the produce of a much greater quantity of unskilled 
labour ; for no reason but because the labour is more highly paid. If, 
through the extension of education, the labourers competent to skilled 
employments were so increased in number as to dimmish the diffeience 
between their wages iad those of common labour, all things produced by 
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labour of the superior kind would fall in value, compared with things pro- 
duced by common labour, and these might be said therefore to rise in 
value. We have before remarked that the dilTiculty of passing from one 
class of employments to a class greatly superior, has hitherto caused the 
wages of all those classes of labourers who are separated from one another 
by any very marked barrier, to depend more than niight be supposed 
upon the increase of the population of each class, considered separately ; 
and that the inequalities in the remuneration of labour which cannot be 
accounted for by differences of hardness or disagreeableness, are much 
greater than could exist if the competition of the labouring people 
generally could be brought practically to bear on each particular employ- 
ment. It follows from this that wages in different employments do not 
rise or fall simultaneously, but are, for short and sometimes even for long 
periods, nearly independent of one another. ^ All such disparities evidently 
alter the relative costs of production of different commodities, and will 
therefore be completely represented in their natural or average value. 

It thus appears that the maxim laid down by some of the best political 
economists, that wages do not enter into value, is expressed with greater 
latitude than the truth warrants, or than accords with their own meaning. 
Wages do enter into value. The relative washes of the labour necessary 
for producing different commodities, affect their value just as much as the 
relative quantities of labour. It is true, the absolute wages paid have no 
effect upon values ; but neither has the absolute quantity of labour. If 
that were to vary simultaneously and f^qiially in all commodities, values 
would not be affected. If, for instance, the general efficiency of all 
labour were increased, so that all things without exception could be pro- 
duced in the same quantity as before with a smaller amount of labour, no 
trace of this general diminution of cost of production would show itself in 
the values of commodities. Any change which might take place in them 
would only represent the unequal degrees in which the improvement 
affected different things ; and would consist in cheapening those in which 
the saving of labour had been the greatest, while those in which there had 
been some, but a less saving of labour, would actually rise in value. In 
strictness, therefore, wages of labour have as much to do with value as 
quantity of labour : and neither Ricardo nor any one else has denied the 
fact. In considering, however, the causes of variations in value, quantity 
of labour is the thing of chief importance : for when that varies, it is 
generally in one or a few commodities at a time, but the variations of 
wages (except passing fluctuations) are usually general, and have no con- 
siderable effect on value, 

§ 4. Thus far of labour, or wages, as an element in cost of production. 
But in our analysis, in the First Book, of the requisites of production, we 
found that there is anpther necessary element in it besides labour. There 
is also capital ; and this being the result of abstinence, the produce, or its 
value, must be sufficient to remunerate, not only all the labour required, 
but the abstinence of all the persons by whom the remuneration of the 
different classes of labourers was advanced. The return for abstinence 
is Profit. And profit, we have also seen, is not exclusively the surplus 
remaining to the capitalist after he has been compensated for his outlay, 
but foms, in most cases, no unimportant part of the outlay itself. The 
flax-spinner, part of whose expenses consists of the purchase of flax and of 
machinery, has had to pay, in their price, not only the wages of the labour 
by which the flax was grown and the machinery maSe, but the profits of 
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the grower, the flax-dresser, the miner, the iron-founder, and the machine- 
maker. All these profits, together with those of the spinner himself, were 
again advanced by the w'caver, in the price of his material, linen yarn : 
and along with them the profits of a fiesh set of machinc-makcis, and of 
the miners and iron-workers who supplied them with their metallic 
material. All these advances form part of the cost of production of linen. 
Profits, therefore, as well as wages, enter into the cost of production w’hich 
determines the \alue of the produce. 

Wilue, however, being purely relative, cannot depend upon absolute 
profits, no more than upon absolute wages, but upon relative piofits only. 
High general profits cannot, anymore than high general wages, be a cause 
of high \alues, because high general \ allies are an absurdity and a contra- 
diction. In so far as profits enter into the cost of production of all things, 
they cannot affect the \alue of any. It is only by entering in a greater 
degree into the cost of production of some things than of others, that they 
can have any influence on valuc- 

For example, we have seen that there are causes w-hich necessitate a 
permanently higher rate of profit in certain employments than in others. 
There must be a compensation for supeiior risk, tiouble, and disagree- 
ablencss. This can only be obtained by selling the commodity at a 
\alue abo\e that which is due to the quantity of laboui neccssaiy for its 
production. If gunpowder exchanged for other things m no higher latio 
than that of the labour lequired from first to last for producing it, no one 
w'ould set up a pow'der-mill. Butchers are certainly a more prosperous 
class than bakers, and do not seem to be exposed to greatci risks, since 
it is not remarked that they are oftener bankioipts. They seem, there- 
fore, to obtain higher profits, which can only arise from the moie limited 
competition caused by the unpleasantness, and to a certain dcgiec, the 
unpopularity of their trade. But this higher profit implies that they sell 
their commodity at a higher value than that due to their labour and 
outlay. All inequalities of profit which are necessary and permanent, are 
repicsented in the relative values of the commodities. 

§ 5. Profits, how'cver, may enter moie largely into the conditions of 
production of one commodity than of anothci, even though theic be no 
difference in the ra/^ of profit between the tw^o employments. The one 
commodity may be called upon to yield profit during a longer peiiod of 
time than the other. The example by w^hich this case is usually illus- 
trated IS that of wine. Suppose a quanluy of w'lne, and a quantity of 
cloth, made by equal amounts of labour, and that labour paid at the same 
rate. The cloth does not improve by keeping , the wine does. Suppose 
that, to attain the desired quality, the wine requires to be kept five yeais. 
The producer or dealer will not keep it, unless at the end of five years he 
can sell it for as much more than the -cloth, as amounts to five yeais' 
profit, accumulated at compound interest The wune and the cloth were 
made by the same original outlay. Here then is a case in which the 
natural values, relatively to one another, of two commodities, do not 
conform to their cost of production alone, but to their cost of production 
/^/us something else. Unless, indeed, for the sake of genciality in the 
expression, we include the profit w'lnch the w inc-mcMxhnnt foiegocs 
during the five years, in the cost of piodiiclion of the wine : looking upon 
it as a kind of additional outlay, over and above his other advances, foi 
which outlay he must be indemnified at last. 

All commodities <Viade by machinery are assimilated, at lea'^t approxi 
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matively, to the wine in the preceding example. In comparison with 
things made wholly by immediate labour, profits enter more largely into 
their cost of production. Suppose two commodities, A and B, each 
requinng a year for its production, by means of a capital which we will 
on this occasion denote by money, and suppose to be loco/. A is made 
wholly by immediate labour, the whole 1000/. being expended directly m 
wages. B is made by means of labour which cost 500/. and a machine 
which cost 500/ , and the machine is worn out by one year’s use. The 
two commodities will be exactly of the same value ; which, if computed 
in money, and if profits are 20 per cent, per annum, will be 1200/. But 
of this 1200/., in the case of A, only 200/., or one-sixth, is profit . while in 
the case of B there is not only the 200/., but as much of 500/. (the price 
of the machine,) as consisted of the profits of the machine maker ; which, 
if we suppose the machine also to have <aken a year for its production, is 
again one-sixth. So that in the case of A only one-sixth of the entiie 
return is profit, whilst in B the element of profit comprises not only a 
sixth of the whole, but an additional sixth of a large part 

The greater the proportion of the w’hole capital w'hich consists of 
machineiy, or buildings, or material, or anything else which must be pro- 
vided before the immediate labour can commence, the more largely will 
profits enter into the cost of production. It is equally true, though not so 
obvious at first sight, that greater durability in the portion of capital 
which consists of machinery or buildings, has precisely the same effect as 
a gi eater amount of it. As we just ^^upposed one extreme case, of a 
machine entirely worn out by a year’s use, let us now suppose the 
opposite and still more extreme case of a machine which lasts for ever, 
and lequires no repairs. In this case, which is as w'cll suited for the 
purpose of illustration as if it were a possible one, it will be unnecessary 
that the manufacturer should ever be repaid the 500/. which he gave for 
the machine, since he has always the machine itself, w^orth 500/, . but he 
must be paid, as before, a profit on it. The commodity B, therefore, 
which in the case previously supposed was sold for 1200/. of which sum 
loco/, were to replace the capital and 200/. w’ere profit, can now be sold 
for 700/., being 5CX)/. to replace wages, and 200/. profit on the enliie 
capital. Profit, therefore, enters into the value of B m the ratio of 2co/. 
out of 700/., being two-sevenths of the whole, or 284 per cent , while in 
the case of A, as before, it enters only m the ratio of one-sixth, or i6f 
per cent. The case is of course purely ideal, since no machinery or other 
fixed capital lasts for evei ; but the more durable it is, the nearer it 
appioaches to this ideal case, and the more largely does piofit enter into 
the return. If, for instance, a machine worth 500/ loses one-fifth of its 
value by each year’s use, 100/. must be added to the return to make up 
this loss, and the pric|‘ of the commodity w ill be S90/. Profit therefore 
will enter into it in the ratio of 200/. to 800/., or one-fourth, w»hich is still 
a much higher proportion than one-sixth, or 200/. in 1200/., as in case A. 

From the unequal proportion in which in different employments piofits 
enter into the advances of the capitalist, and therefore into the returns 
required by him, two consequences follow in regard to value. One is, 
that commodities do not exchange in the ratio simply of the quantities of 
labour required to produce them ; not even if we allow for the unequal 
rates at which different kinds of labour aie peimanently remunerated. 
We have already illustrated this by the example of wine : we shall now 
further exemplify it by thp case of commodities irihde by machinery^ 
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Suppose, as before, an article A made by i,cxx)/. worth of immediate 
labour. But instead of B, made by 500/. worth of immediate labour 
and a machine worth 500/., let us suppose C, made by 500/. worth of 
immediate labour with the aid of a machine which has been produced 
by another 500/. worth of immediate labour : the machine requiring a 
year for making, and worn out by a year’s use ; profits being as before 
20 per cent. A and C are made by equal quantities of labour, paid at the 
same rate : A costs 1,000/. worth of direct labour ; C, only 500/. worth, 
which, however, is made up to 1,000/. by the labour expended in the con- 
struction of the machine. If labour, or its remuneration, weie the sole 
ingredient of cost of production, these two things would exchange for one 
another. But will they do so? Certainly not. The machine having been 
made in a year by an outlay of 500/., and profits being 20 per cent., the 
natural price of the machine is 600/. : making an additional 100/. which 
must be advanced, over and above his other expenses, by the manu- 
facturer of C, and repaid to him with a profit of 20 per cent. While, 
therefore, the commodity A is sold for 1,200/, C cannot be permanently 
sold for less than 1,320/. 

A second consequence is, that every rise or fall of general profits will 
have an effect on values. Not indeed by raising or lowering them 
generally (which, as we have so often said, is a contradiction and an im- 
possibility) : but by altering the proportion in which the values of things 
are affected by the unequal lengths of time for which profit is due.' When 
two things, though made by equal labour, are of unequal value because 
the one is called upon to yield profit for a greater number of years or 
months than the other ; this difference of value will be greater when profits 
are greater, and less when they are less. The wine which has to yield 
five years’ profit more than the cloth, will surpass it in value much more 
if profits are 40 per cent., than if they are only 20. The commodities 
A and C, which, though made by equal quantities of labour, were sold for 
1,200'. and 1,320/., a difference of 10 per cent , would, if profits had been 
only half as much, have been sold for 1,100/. and 1,155/.% a difference of 
only 5 per cent. 

It follows from this, that even a general rise of wages, when it involves 
a real increase in the cost of labour, does in some degree influence values. 
It does not affect them in the manner vulgarly supposed, by raising them 
universally. But an increase of the cost of labour, lowers profits ; and 
therefore lowers m natural value the things into which profits enter in a 
greater proportion than the average, and raises those into which they 
enter in a less proportion than the average. All commodities in the pro- 
duction of which machinery bears a large part, especially if the machineiy 
is very durable, are lowered in their relative value when profits fall ; or, 
what is equivalent, other things are raised in value relatively to them. 
This truth is sometimes expressed in a phraseology more plausible than 
sound, by saying that a rise of wages raises the values of things made by 
labour, in comparison with those made by machinery. But things made 
by machinery, just as much as any other things, are made by labour, 
namely, the labour which made the machinery itself : the only difference 
being that profits enter somewhat more largely into the production of 
things for which machinery is used, though the principal item of the 
outlay is still labour. It is better, therefore, to associate the effect with 
fall of profits than with rise of wages ; especially as this last expression is 
extremely ambiguote, suggesting the idea o( an increase of the labourer's^ 
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rtal remuneration, rather than of what is alone to the purpose here, 
namely, the cost of labor " to its employer. 

§ 6. Besides the natural and necessary elements in cost of production 
— labour and profits— there are others which are artificial and casual, as, 
for instance, a tax. The taxes on bricks and malt aic as much a part ot 
the cost of production of those articles, as the wajjes of the labouiers. 
The expenses which the law imposes, as well as those which the natuie 
of things imposes, must be leimbursed with the ordinaiy profit from the 
value of the produce, or the thing^s will not continue to be pioduced. But 
the influence of taxation on value is subject to the same conditions as the 
influence of ivagcs and of profits. It is not gcncial taxation, but dif- 
ferential taxation, that pioduces the effect. If all productions were taxed 
so as to take an equal percentage from all profits, relative values would be 
in no way disturbed. If only a few commodities were taxed, their value 
would use : and if only a few w'ere left uiitaxcd, their value w ould fall. If 
half were taxed and the remainder untaxed, the first half would lise and 
the last would fall relatively to each other. This w'ould be necessary in 
order to equalize the expectation of piofit in all employments, without 
which the taxed employments would ultimately, if not immediately, be 
abandoned. But geneial taxation, when equally imposed, and not dis- 
turbing the relation of different productions to one another, cannot 
produce any effect on values 

We have thus far supposed that all the means and appliances w’hich 
enter into the cost of production of con^modilies, are things whose owm 
value depends on their cost of piodnction. Some of them, how’cver, may 
belong to the class of things wdneh cannot be increased atl libitum in 
quantity, and which theiefore, if the demand goes beyond a certain 
amount, command a scarcity value. The materials of many of the orna- 
mental articles manufactuied in Italy are the substances called rosso, 
giallo, and verde antico, which, whether truly or falsely I know not, aie 
asserted to be solely denved from the destruction of ancient columns and 
other ornamental structures ; the quarries from which the stone was 
originally cut being exhausted, or their locality forgotten. A material of 
such a nature, if in much demand, must be at a scarcity value ; and this 
value enters into the cost of production, and, consequently, into the value 
of the finished ai tide. The time seems to be approaching wdien the moi e 
valuable furs will come under the influence of a scarcity value of the 
material. Hitherto the diminishing number of the animals which 
produce them, in the wildernesses of Sibeiia and on the coasts of the 
Esquimaux Sea, has operated on the value only through the greater 
labour w^hich has become neccssaiy for securing any given quantity of the 
article, since, without doubt, by employing labour enough, it might still be 
obtained in much greater abundance for some time longer. 

But the case in which scarcity value chiefly operates in adding to cost 
of production, is the case of natural agents. These, when unappropriated, 
and to be had for the taking, do not enter into cost of production, save 
to the extent of the labour which may be necessary to fit them for use. 
Even when appropriated, they do not (as we have alicady seen) bear a 
value from the mere fact of the appropriation, but only from scarcity, that 
is, from limitation of supply. But it is equally certain that they often do 
bear a scarcity value. Suppose a fall of w'ater, in a place wlieie theie are 
in^ore mills wanted than there is water-power to supply ; the use of the fall 
of water will have a scarcity value, sufficient either td^ bring the demand 
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down to the supply, or to pay for the creation of an artificial power, by 
steam or otherwise, equal in efficiency to the water-power. 

A natural agent being a possession in perpetuity, and being onl/ service- 
able by the products resulting from its continued employment, the ordinary 
mode of deriving benefit from its ownership is by an annual equivalent, 
paid by the person who uses it, from the proceeds of its use. This 
equivalent always might be, and generally is, termed rent. The question, 
therefore, respecting the influence which the appropriation of natural 
agents produces on values, is often stated in this form : Does Rent enter 
into Cost of Production ? and the answer of the best political economists 
is in the negative. The temptation is strong to the adoption of these 
sweeping expressions, even by those who are aware of the restrictions 
with which they must be taken ; for theie is no denying that they stamp 
a general principle more firmly in the mind, than if it were hedged round 
in theory with all its practical limitations. But they also puzzle and 
mislead, and create an impression unfavourable to political economy, as 
if it disregarded the evidence of facts. Who can deny that rent some- 
times enters into cost of production ? If I buy or rent a piece of ground, 
and build a cloth manufactory on it, does not the ground-rent form 
legitimately a part of my expenses of production, which must be repaid by 
the product ? And since all factories are built on ground, and most of 
them in places wheie ground is peculiarly valuable, the rent paid for it 
must, on the average, be compensated m the values of all things made in 
factories. In what sense it is true that rent does not enter into the cost 
of production or affect the value of agricultural produce, will be shown in 
the succeeding chapter. 


CHAPTER V. 

OF RENT, IN ITS RELATION TO VALUE. 

§ I. We have investigated the laws which determine the value of two 
classes of commodities : the small class which, being limited to a definite 
quantity, have their value entirely determined by demand and supply, 
save that their cost of production (if they have any) constitutes a minimum 
below which they cannot permanently fall ; and the large class, which can 
be multiplied ad libitum by labour and capital, and of which the cost of 
production fixes the maximum as well as the minimum at which they can 
permanently exchange. But there is still a third kind of commodities to 
be considered ; those which have, not one, but several costs of production ; 
which can always be increased in quantity by labour and capital, but not 
by the same amouRt of labour and capital ; of which so much may be 
produced at a given cost, but a further quantity not without a greater 
cost. These commodities form an intermediate class, partaking of the 
character of both the others. The principal of them is agricultural 
produce We have alieady made abundant reference to the fundamental 
truth, that in agriculture, the state of the art being given, doubling the 
labour does not double the produce ; that if an increased quantity of 
produce is required, the additional supply is obtained at a greater cost 
than the fiist. Where a hundred quarters of com are all that is at present 
required from the lands of a given village, if the growth of population 
made it necessary <0 raise a hundred more, either by breaking up worse 
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land now uncultivated, or by a more elaborate cultivation of the land 
already under the plough, the additional hundred, or some part of them 
at least, might cost double or treble as much per quarter as the former 
supply. 

If the first hundred quarters were all raised at the same expense (only 
the best land being cultivated) ; and if that expense would be remunerated 
with the ordinary profit by a price of 20 £ the quarter ; the natural price 
of wheat, so long as no more than that quantity was required, would be 
20.9. ; and it could only rise above, or fall below that price, from vicissi- 
tudes of seasons, or other casual variations in supply. But if the popula- 
tion of the district advanced, a time would arrive when more than a 
hundred quarters would be necessary to feed it. We must suppose that 
there is no access to any foreign supply. By the hypothesis, no more 
than a hundred quarters can be produced in the distiict, unless by cither 
bringing \.orse land into cultivation, or altering the system of culture to 
a more expensive one. Neither of these things will be done without a 
rise in price. This rise of price will gradually be brought about by the 
increasing demand. So long as the puce has risen, but not risen enough 
to repay with the ordinary profit the cost of producing an additional 
quantity, the increased value of the limited supply pai takes of the natuic 
of a scarcity value. Suppose that it will not answer to cultivate the 
second best land, or land of the second degree of remoteness, for a less 
return than 25.9. the quarter ; and that this price is also necessary to 
remunerate the expensive operations b^ \vhich an increased produce 
might be raised fiom land of the first quality. If so, the price will rise, 
through the increased demand, until it reaches 25^. That will now be 
the natural price ; being the price without w'hich the quantity, for w^hich 
society has a dentand at that price, will not be p:c'/cluced At that price, 
how’cver, society can go on for some time longer , coulcl go on perhaps 
for ever, if population did not increase. The price, having attained that 
point, will not again permanently recede (though it may fall temporal ily 
from accidental abundance) ; nor will it advance further, so long as 
society can obtain the supply it requires w ithout a second increase of the 
cost of production. 

I have made use of Price in this reasoning, as a convenient symbol of 
Value, from the greater familiarity of the idea : and I shall continue to do 
so as far as may appear to be necessary. 

In the case supposed, different portions of the supply of corn have 
different costs of production. Though the 20, or 50, or 150 quarters 
additional have been produced at a cost proportional to 259* , the original 
bundled quarters per annum are still produced at a cost only proportional 
to 209 This is self-evident, if the original and the additional supply aie pro- 
duced on different qualit^ps of land. It is equally true if they are produced 
on the same land. Suppose that land of the best quality, wdiich produced 
100 quarters at 209., has been made to produce 150 by an expensive 
process, which it would not answer to undertake without a piicc of 25.9. 
The cost which requires 25J. is incurred for the sake of 5oquaitcis alone : 
the first hundred might have continued for ever to be produced at 
the original cost, and with the benefit, on that quantity, of the whole rise 
of price caused by the increased demand : no one, therefore, will incur the 
additional expense for the sake of the additional fifty, unless they alone 
will pay for the whole of it. The fifty, therefore, will be produced at their 
^Jttural price, proportioned to the cost of the^r production ; while the 

U 
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other bundled will now biing in 5^. a quarter more than their natural 
price— than the price conesponding to, and sufficing to remunerate, their 
lower cost of production. 

If the production of any, even the smallest, portion of the supply, 
requires as a necessary condition a certain price, that price will be 
obtained for all the rest. We arc not able to buy one loaf cheaper than 
another because the corn from which it\ias made, being grown on a richer 
soil, has cost less to the grower. The value, therefore, of an article 
(meaning its natural, which is the same with its average value) is detex*- 
mined by the cost of that portion of the supply which is produced and 
brought to market at the greatest expense. This is the Law of Value 
of the third of the three classes into which all commodities are divided. 

§ 2. If the portion of produce raised in the most unfavourable cir- 
cumstances obtains a value proportioned to its cost of production, all the 
portions raised in more favourable circumstances, selling as they must do 
at the same value, obtain a value more than proportioned to their cost of 
production. Their value is not, correctly speaking, a scarcity value, for it 
IS determined by the circumstances of the pioduction of the commodity, 
and not by the degree of dearness necessary for keeping down the 
demand to the level of a limited supply. The owners, however, of those 
portions of the produce enjoy a privilege ; they obtain a value which 
yields them more than the ordinary profit. If this advantage depends 
upon any special exemption, such as being fiee from a tax, or upon any 
personal advantages, physical or mental, or any peculiar process only 
known to themselves, or upon the possession of a greater capital than other 
people, or upon various other things which might be enumerated, they re- 
tain It to themselves as an extra gain, over and above the general profits 
of capital, of the nature, in some sort, of a monopoly profit. But when, as 
in the case which we are more particularly considering, the advantage 
depends on the possession of a natuial agent of peculiar quality, as for in- 
stance of more fei tile land than that which determines the general value 
of the commodity ; and when this natural agent is not owned by them- 
selves ; the person who does own it, is able to exact from them, in 
the form of rent, the whole extra gain derived from its use. We are thus 
brought by another road to the Law of Rent, investigated in the conclud- 
ing chapter of the Second Book. Rent, we again see, is the diffeience 
between the unequal returns to different parts of the capital employed on 
the soil. Whatever surplus any portion of agricultural capital produces, 
beyond what is produced by the same amount of capital on the worst soil, 
or under the most expensive mode of cultivation, which the existing 
demands of society compel a recourse to ; that surplus will naturally be 
paid as rent from that capital, to the owner of the land on which it is em- 
ployed. 

It was long thought by political economists, among the rest even by 
Adam Smith, that the produce of land is always at a monopoly value, 
because (they said) in addition to the ordinary rate of profit, it always 
yields something further for rent. This we now see to be erroneous. A 
thing cannot be at a monopoly value, when its supply can be increased 
to an indefinite extent if we are only willing to incur the cost. If no more 
corn than the existing quantity is grown, it is because the value has not 
risen high enough to remunerate any one for growing it. Any land which 
at the existing price, and by the existing processes, will yield the ordinary, 
profit, is tolerabb certain, unless some artifical hindrance intervenes, 19^ 
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be cultivated, although nothing may be left for rent. As long as there is 
any land fit for cultivation, which at the existing price cannot be profitably 
cultivated at all, there must be some land a little better, which will yield 
the ordinary profit, but allow nothing for rent : and that land, if within 
the boundary of a farm, will be cultivated by the farmer; if not i.o, 
probably by the propiietor, or by some other person on sufteiancc. 
Some such land at least, under cultivation, there can scaicely fail to be 

Rent, therefore, forms no part of the cost of production which 
determines the value of agricultural produce. Circumstances no doubt 
may be conceived in w'hich it might do so, and very largely too. We 
can imagine a country so fully peopled, and w’lth all its cultivable soil so 
completely occupied, that to produce any additional quantity would require 
more labour than the produce would feed : and if wc suppose this to be 
the condition of the whole woild, or of a countiy deban ed fiom foreign 
supply, then, if population continued increasing, both the land and its 
produce would really rise to a monopoly or scarcity price. But this slate 
of things never can have really existed anyw'here, unless possibly in some 
small island cut off from the rest of the world ; nor is there any danger 
whatever that it should exist. It certainly exists m no known legion at 
present. Monopoly, we have seen, can take cflect on value, only thiough 
limitation of supply. In all countries of any extent theie is more cultiv- 
able land than is yet cultivated ; and while there is any such surplus, it is 
the same thing, so far as that quality of land is concerned, as if iheie 
were an infinite quantity. What is practically limited m supply is only 
the better qualities ; and even for those, so much rent cannot be demanded 
as would bung in the competition of the lands not yet m cultivation ; the 
rent of a piece of land must be somewhat less than the whole excess of its 
productiveness over that of the best land wdnch it is not yet profitable to 
cultivate ; that is, it must be about equal to the excess above the worst 
land which it is profitable to cultivate. 1 he land or the capital most 
unfavourably circumstanced among those actually employed, pays no 
rent ; and that land or capital detcimines the cost of production which 
regulates the value of the whole produce. Thus rent is, as we have 
already seen, no cause of value, but the price of the privilege which the 
inequality of the returns to different portions of agricultural pioduce 
confers on all except the least fa\ouied portion. 

Rent, in short, merely equalizes the profits of different farming capitals, 
by enabling the landlord to appropriate all extra gains occasioned by 
superiority of natural advantaged If all landlords \vere unanimously to 
forego their rent, they would but transfer it to the farmers, without 
benefiting the consumer ; for the existing pi ice of corn w ould still be an 
indispensable condition of the production of part of the existing supply, 
and a part could not o’btain that price unless the whole obtained it. Rent, 
therefore, unless artificially increased by restrictive laws, is no buithen 
on the consumer : it does not raise the price of com, and is no otherwise 
a detriment to the public, than inasmuch as if the state had retained it, 
or imposed an equivalent in the shape of a land-tax, it w^oiild then have 
been a fund applicable to general instead of private advantage. 

§ 3. Agricultural productions are not the only commodities which have 
several different costs of production at once, and which, m consequence of 
that difference, and in proportion to it, afford a lent. Mines are also an 
instance. Almost all kinds of raw material extractedifrom the interior of 
Uie earth—metals, coals, precious stones, etc , are obtained from mines 
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differing Considerably in fertility, that is, yielding very different quantities 
of the product to the same quantity of labour and capital. This being the 
case, it is an obvious question, why are not the most fertile mines so 
worked as to supply the whole market ? No such question can arise as to 
land ; it being self-e\ident, that the most fertile lands could not possibly 
be made to supply the whole demand of a fully peopled country ; and 
even of what they do yield, a part'is extolled from them by a labour and 
outlay as great as that required to grow the same amount on worse land, 
lint It is not so with mines ; at least, not universally. There are, perhaps, 
cases in \vhich it is impossible to extract from a paiticular vein, in a gnven 
time, more than a certain quantity of ore, because there is only a limited 
surface of the vein exposed, on which more than a certain number of 
labourers cannot be simultaneously employed. But this is not true of all 
niinQS. In collieries, for example, some other cause of limitation must be 
sought for. In some instances the owners limit the quantity raised, in 
order not too rapidly to exhaust the mine : in others there are said to be 
combinations of owners, to keep up a monopoly price by limiting the 
pioduction. Whatever be the causes, it is a fact that mines of different 
degrees of richness are in opeiation, and since the \alue of the produce 
must be proportional to the cost of production at the woist mine (feitility 
and situation taken together), it is more than proportional to that of the 
best. All mines superior in produce to the worst actually w’orked, will 
yield, therefore, a rent equal to the excess. They may yield more ; and 
the worst mine may itself yield a* rent. Mines being comparatively few, 
their qualities do not graduate gently into one another, as the qualities of 
land do ; and the demand may be such as to keep the value of the produce 
considerably above the cost of production at the worst mine now worked, 
without being sufficient to bring into opeiation a still worse. During the 
interval, the produce is really at a scarcity value. 

fisheries aie another example. Fisliciies in the open sea are not 
appropriated, but fisheries in lakes or rivers almost always are so, and 
likewise oystei-beds or other particular fishing grounds on coasts. We 
may take salmon fisheries as an example of the whole class. Some rivers 
are fai moie productive in salmon than others. None, however, without 
being exhausted, can supply more than a very limited demand. The 
demand of a country like England can only be supplied by taking salmon 
from many different rivers, of unequal productiveness, and the value must 
be sufficient to repay the cost of obtaining the fish from the least pro- 
ductive of these. All others, therefore, will, if appropriated, afford a rent 
equal to the value of their supeiiority. Much higher than this it cannot 
be, if there are salmon rivers accessible which from distance or inferior 
productiveness have not yet contributed to supply the market. If there 
are not, the value, doubtless, may rise to a scarcity rate, and the worst 
fisheries in use may then yield a considerable rent. 

Both in the case of mines and of fisheries, the natural order of events is 
liable to be interrupted by the opening of a new mine, or a new fishery, of 
superior quality to some of those already in use. The first effect of such 
an incident is an increase of the supply ; which of course lowers the 
value, to call forth an increased demand. This reduced value may be no 
longer sufficient to remunerate the worst of the existing mines or fisheries, 
and these may consequently be abandoned. If the superior mines or 
fisheries, with the arldition of the one newly opened, produce as much of 
the commodity as is required at the lower value corresponding to theif 
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lower cost of production, the fall of value will be permanent, and there 
will be a corresponding fall in the rents of those mines or fisheries which 
are not abandoned. In this case, when things have peimanenily adjusted 
themselves, the result will be, that the scale of qualities which supply the 
maikct will have been cut short at the lower end, while a new inseition 
will have been made in the scale at some point higher up . and the worst 
mine or fishery m use— the one which i^gulatcs the rents of the superior 
qualities and the value of the commodity— will be a niino or fishery of 
better quality than that by which they weie previously icgulatcd. 

Land is used for other purposes than agriculture, especially for resi- 
dence ; and when so used yields a rent, detei mined by principles similar 
to those already laid down. The ground rent of a building, and the rent 
of a garden or park attached to it, will not be less than the rent which 
the same land would afford in agriculture : but it may be greater than 
this, to an indefinite amount ; the surplus being either in consideration 
of beauty or of convenience, the convenience often consisting in superior 
facilities for pecuniaiy gain. Sites of remaikable beauty are generally 
limited in supply, and therefore, if in great demand, aie at a scarcity 
value. Sites superior only in convenience are governed as to their value 
by the ordinary piinciples of rent. The ground rent of a house in a 
small village is but little higher than the lent of a similar patch of 
ground in the open fields : but that of a shop in Cheapsidc will exceed 
these, by the wdiole amount at which people estimate the superior facili- 
ties of money-making in the moie ciowcted place. The rents of wharfage, 
dock and harbour room, water power, and many other privileges, may be 
analysed on similar principles. 

§ 4. Cases of extia profit analogous to rent, are more frequent in the 
transactions of industry than is sometimes supposed. Take the case, for 
example, of a patent, or exclusive piivilcge for the use of a process by 
which cost of production is lessened. If the value of the product con- 
tinues to be regulated by what it costs to those who are obliged to persist 
in the old process, the patentee will make an extra piofit equal to the 
advantage which his process possesses over theirs. This extra profit is 
essentially similar to rent, and sometimes even assumes the form of it ; 
the patentee allowing to other producers the use of his privilege, in con- 
sideration of an annual payment. So long as he, and those whom he 
associates in the prn ilcge, do not produce enough to supply the whole 
market, so long the original cost of production, being the necessary con- 
dition of producing a part, will regulate the value of the whole ; and the 
patentee will be enabled to keep up his rent to a full equivalent for the 
advantage which his process gives him. In the commencement indeed 
he will probably forego a part of this advantage for the sake of undci- 
selling^ others : the incA'eased supply which he bungs forwaid will lower 
the value, and make the trade a bad one for those who do not share in 
the privilege ; many of whom theiefore will gradually retire, or restrict 
their operations, or enter into arrangements with the patentee : as his 
supply increases theirs will diminish, the value meanw'hile continuing 
slightly depressed. But if he stops short in his operations before the 
market is wholly supplied by the new process, things will again adjust 
themselves to what was the natural value before the invention was made, 
and the benefit of the improvement will accrue solely to the patentee. 

The extra gams which any producer or dealer obtains through superior 
talents for business, or superior business arrangement, aie very much of 
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a similar kind. If all his competitors had the same advantages, and used 
them, the benefit would be transferred to their customers, through the 
diminished value of the article ; he only retains it for himself because he 
is able to bring his commodity to market at a lower cost, while its value 
is determined by a higher. All advantages, in fact, which one competilor 
has over another, whether natural or acquiicd, whether personal or the 
result of social arrangements, bring the commodity, so far, into our Third 
Class, and assimilate the possessor of the advantage to a receiver of rent. 
Wages and profits represent the universal elements m piodiiclion, w’hile 
rent may be taken to represent the dififciential and peculiar : any differ- 
ence m favour of certain producers, or in favour of production m certain 
ciicumstances, being the source of a gain, which, although not called 
lent unless paid periodically by one person to another, is governed by 
laws entirely the same with it. The pi ice paid for a differcntidl advan 
tage in producing a commodity, cannot enter into the general cost of 
production of the commodity. 

A commodity may, no doubt, in some contingencies >ield a rent even 
under the most disadvantageous circumstances of its production ; but only 
when it is, for the time, in the condition of those commodities which aie 
absolutely limited in supply, and is therefore selling at a scarcity value ; 
which never is, nor has been, nor can be, a permanent condition of any 
of the great rent-yielding commodities : unless through their approaching 
exhaustion, if they are mineial products, (coal, for example,) or through 
an increase of population, continliing after a further inciease of pioduc- 
tion becomes impossible ; a contingency, which the almost inevitable 
progress of human cultuie and improvement in the long interval which 
has first to elapse, forbids us to consider as probal/lc. 


CHAPTER VI. 

SUMMARY OF THE THEORY OF VALUE. 

§ I. We have now attained a favourable point for looking back, and 
taking a simultaneous view of the space which we have traversed since 
the commencement of the present Book. The following are the piin- 
ciples of the theory of Value, so far as we have yet ascertained them. 

I. Value is a relative term. The value of a thing means the quantity 
of some other thing, or of things m general, which it exchanges for The 
values of all things can never, therefore, rise or fall simultaneously. There 
is no such thing as a general rise or a general fall of values. Every rise 
of value supposes a foil, and every fall a rise. 

II. The temporary, or market value of a thing, depends on the demand 
and supply ; rising as the demand rises, and falling as the supply rises. 
The demand, however^ varies with the value, being generally greater 
when the thing is cheap than when it is dear ; and the value always 
adjusts itself in such a manner, that the demand is equal to the supply. 

III. Besides their temporary value, things have also a permanent, or 
as It may be called, a Natural Value, to which the market value, after 
every variation, always tends to return ; and the oscillations compensate* 
for one another, so /hat, on the average, commodities exchange at about 
their natural value. 
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IV. The natural value of some things is a scarcity value . but most 
things naturally exchange for one another in the ratio of their cost of 
pioduction, or at what may be teimed their Cost Value. 

V. The things which are naturally and peimanently at a scarcity value, 

are those of which the supply cannot be increased at all, or not suffi- 
ciently to satisfy the whole of the demand which would exist for them at 
their cost value. • 

VI. A monopoly value means a scarcity value. Monopoly cannot give 
a value to anything, except through a limitation of the supply. 

VII. Every commodity of which the supply can be indefinitely in- 
ci cased by labour and capital, exchanges for other things proportionally 
to the cost necessary for pioducing and bringing to market the most 
costly portion of the supply required. The natural value is synonymous 
with the Cost Value, and the cost value of a thing, means the cost value 
of the most costly portion of it. 

VIII. Cost of Production consists of several elements, some of which 
are constant and universal, others occasional. The universal elements of 
cost of production are, the wages of the labour, and the profits of the 
capital. The occasional elements are, taxes, and any extra cost occasioned 
by a scarcity value of some of the requisites. 

IX. Rent is not an element in the cost of production of the commodity 
which yields it ; except in the cases (rather conceivable than actually 
existing) in which it results from, and represents, a scarcity value. But 
when land capable of yielding lent in^agriculture is applied to some 
other purpose, the rent which it would have yielded is an element in the 
cost of production of the commodity which it is employfed to pioducc. 

X. Omitting the occasional elements, things which admit of indefinite 
increase, natuially and permanently exchange for each other according 
to the comparative amount of wages which must be paid for producing 
them, and the comparative amount of profits which must be obtained by 
the capitalists who pay those wages. 

XI. The comparative amount of wages does not depend on what wages 
are in themselves. High wages do not make high values, nor low wages 
low values. The comparative amount of wages depends partly on the 
comparative quantities of labour required, and partly on the comparative 
rates of its remuneration. 

XII. So, the comparative rate of profits does not depend on what 
profits are in themselves ; nor do high or lo\v profits make high or low 
values. It depends partly on the comparative lengths of time duiing 
which the capital is employed, and partly on the comparative late of 
profits in different employments. 

XIII. If two things are made by the same quantity of labour, and that 
labour paid at the sam^ rate, and if the \vages of the Jabourer have to be 
advanced for the same space of time, and the nature of the employment 
does not require that there be a permanent difference in their rate of 
profit ; then, whether wages and profits be high or low, and whether the 
quantity of labour expended be much or little, these two things will, on 
the average, exchange for one another. 

XIV. If one of two things commands, on the average, a greater value 
than the other, the cause must be that it requires for its production 
either a greater quantity of labour, or a kind of labour permanently paid 
at a higher rate ; or that the capital, or part of the capital, which supports 
(hat labour, must be advanced for a longer period ; tir, lastly, that the 
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production is attended with some circumstance which requires to be 
compensated by a permanently higher rate of profit. 

XV. Of these elements, the quantity of labour required for the pro- 
duction is the most important : the effect of the others is smaller, though 
none of them are insignificant 

XVI. The lower profits are,, the less important become the minor 
elements of cost of production, and the less do commodities deviate from 
a value proportioned to the quantity and quality of the labour required for 
their production. 

XV H. But everj^ fall of profits lowers, in some degree, the cost value 
of things made with much or durable machinery, and raises that of 
things made by hand ; and eveiy rise of profits does the reverse. 

§ 2. Such is the general theory of Exchange Value It is necessary, 
however, to remark that this theory contemplates a system of production 
carried on by capitalists for profit, and not by labourers for subsistence. 
In proportion as we admit this last supposition — and in most countries 
we must admit it, at least m respect of agricultural produce, to a \eiy 
great extent— such of the preceding theorems as relate to the dependence 
of value on cost of production will require modification. Those theorems 
are all grounded on the supposition, that the producer s object and aim is 
to derive a profit from his capital. This granted, it follows that he must 
sell his commodity at the price which will afford the ordinary rate of 
profit, that is to say, it must exchange for other commodities at its cost 
value. But the peasant-propi I’etor, the metayer, and even the peasant- 
faimer, or allotment-holder— the labourer, under whatever name, pro- 
ducing on his own account — is seeking, not an investment for his little 
capital, but an advantageous employment for his time and labour. His 
disbursements, beyond his own maintenance and that of his family, are 
so small, that nearly the whole piocecds of the sale of his produce are the 
wages of labour. When he and his family have been fed from the 
produce of his farm (and perhaps clothed with materials grown thereon, 
and manufactured in the family) he may, in respect of the supplementary 
remuneration derived from the sale of his surplus produce, be compared 
to those labourers who, deriving their subsistence from an independent 
source, can afford to sell their labour at any price which is to their minds 
worth the exertion. A peasant, who supports himself and his family 
with one portion of his produce, will often sell the remainder very much 
below what would be its cost value to a capitalist. 

There is, however, even in this case, a minimum, or inferior limit, of 
value. The part of his produce which he carries to market, must bring 
in to him the value of all necessaries which he is compelled to purchase ; 
and it must enable him to pay his rent. Rent, under peasant cultivation, 
is not governed b^ the piinciplcs set forth in the chapters immediately 
preceding, but is either cletei mined by custom, as in the case of metayers, 
or, if fixed by competition, depends on the ratio of population to land. 
Rent, therefore, in this case, is an clement of cost of pi eduction. The 
peasant must work until he has cleared his rent and the price of all 
purchased necessaries. After this, he will go on working only if he can 
sell the produce for such a price as will overcome his aversion to labour. 

The minimum just mentioned is what the peasant must obtain in 
exchange for the whole of his surplus produce. But inasmuch as this 
surplus is not a fi»-ed quantity, but may be either greater or less accordinjf 
to the degree of his industry, a minimum value for the whole of it do^<; 



SUMMARY OF THE THEORY OF VALVE. 


329 


not give any minimum value for a definite quantity of the commodity. In 
this state of things, therefore, it can hardly be said, that the value depends 
at all on cost of production. It depends entiiely on demand and supply, 
that is, on the proportion between the quantity of surplus food which the 
peasants choose to produce, and the numbers of the non-agricultural, or 
rather of the non-peasant population If the buying class were numerous 
and the growing class lazy, food miglit be permanently at a scarcity 
price. I am not aware that this case has anywhere a real existence. If 
the growing class is eneigetic and industrious, and the buyers few, food 
will be extremely cheap. This also is a rare case, though some parts of 
France perhaps appioximate to it. The common cases are, either that, 
as in Ireland, the peasant class is indolent and the buyers few, or the 
peasants industrious and the town population numerous and opulent, as 
in Belgium, the north of Italy, and parts of Germany. The price of the 
produce will adjust itself to these varieties of circumstances, unless 
modified, as in many cases it is, by the competition of producers who are 
not peasants, or by the puces of foieign markets. 

§ 3. Another anomalous case is that of slave-grown produce : which 
presents, however, by no means the same degree of complication. The 
slave-owner is a capitalist, and his inducement to production consists in a 
profit on his capital. This profit must amount to the ordinary rate. In 
respect to his expenses, he is in the same position as if his slaves were 
free labourers woiking with their present efficiency, and were hired with 
wages equal to their present cost. If th€ cost is less 111 proportion to the 
work done, than the wages of free labour would be, so much the greater 
are his profits : but if all other producers m the country possess the same 
advantage, the values of commodities will not be at all affected by 
it. The only case in which they can be affected, is when the privilege of 
cheap labour is confined to particular branches of production, free 
labourers at proportionably higher wages being employed in the re- 
mainder. In this case, as in all cases of permanent inecjuality between 
the wages of different employments, prices and values receive the impress 
of the inequality. Slave-grown will exchange for non-slave-grown com- 
modities in a less ratio than that of the quantity of labour required for 
their production ; the value of the former will be less, of the latter 
greater, than if slavery did not exist. 

The further adaptation of the theory of value to the varieties of exist- 
ing or possible industrial systems may be left with great advantage to the 
intelligent reader. It is well said by Montesquieu, ‘11 ne faut pas 
toujours tenement dpuiser un sujet, qu’on ne laisse rien ^ faire au lecteur. 
II ne s’agit pas de faire lire, mais de faire penser.’* 


CHAPTER VIL 

OF MONEY. 

§ T. Having proceeded thus far in ascertaining the general laws 
of Value, without introducing the idea of Money (except occasionally for 
illustration), it is time that we should now superadd that idea, and 
consider in what manner the principles of the mutual interchange of 

* Espnt dc 5 Lots^ liv. xi. ad 
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commodities are affected by the use of what is termed a Medium of 
Exchange. 

In order to understand the manifold functions of a Circulating 
Medium, theie is no better way than to consider what are the piincipal in- 
conveniences which we should experience if we had not such a nicchum. 
The fiist and most obvious woul4 be the want of a common measure for 
values of different sorts. If a tailor had only coats, and wanted to buy 
bread or a horse, it would be very troublesome to ascertain how much 
bread he ought to obtain for a coat, or how many coats he should give for 
a horse. The calculation must be recommenced on different data, every 
time he bartered his coats for a different kind of article ; and there could 
be no current price, or regular quotations of value. Whereas now each 
thing has a current price in money, and he gets over all difficulties 
Ijy reckoning his coat at 4 /. or 5 /., and a four-pound loaf at 6d. or 7 ^. As 
it is much easier to comjpare different lengths by expressing them in a 
common language called feet and inches, so it is much easier to compare 
values by means of a common language called pounds, shillings, and 
pence. In no other way can values be arranged one above another in 
a scale ; in no other can a person conveniently calculate the sum of 
his possessions ; and it is easier to ascertain and remember the relations 
of many things to one thing, than their innumerable cross relations with 
one another. This advantage of having a common language in wffiich 
values may be expressed, is, even by itself, so important, that some such 
mode of expressing and computing them would probably be used even if 
a pound or a shilling did not express any real thing, but a mere unit of 
calculation. It is said that there are African tribes in which this 
somewhat artificial contrivance actually prevails. They calculate the 
value of things in a sort of money of account, called macutes. They say, 
one thing is worth ten macutes, another fifteen, another twenty.* There is 
no real thing called a macute : it is a conventional unit, for the more con- 
venient comparison of things with one another. 

This advantage, however, forms but an inconsideiable part of the 
economical benefits derived from the use of money. The inconveniences 
of barter are so great, that without some more commodious means of 
effecting exchanges, the division of employments could hardly have been 
carried to any considerable extent. A tailor, who had nothing but coats, 
might starve before he could find any person having bread to sell who 
wanted a coat ; besides, he would not want as much bread at a time as 
would be worth a coat, and the coat could not be divided. Every person, 
therefore, would at all times hasten to dispose of his commodity in 
exchange for anything which, though it might not be fitted to his own im- 
mediate wants, was in great and general demand, and easily divisible, so 
that he might be sure of being able to purchase^ with it whatever was 
offered for sale. The primary necessaries of life possess these properties 
in a high degree. Bread is extremely divisible, and an object of universal 
desire. Still, this is not the sort of thing required : for, of food, unless in 
expectation of a scarcity, no one wishes to possess more at once, than is 
wanted for immediate consumption ; so that a person is never sure of find- 
ing an immediate purchaser for articles of food ; and unless soon disposed 
of, most of them perish. The thing which people would select to keep by 
them for making purchases, must hi one which, besides being divisible^ 
a 

* Montesquieu, Esfrif ies Lois^Wv xxii, ch. 8 . 
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and generally desired, does not deteriorate by keeping. This reduces 
the choice to a small number of articles. 

§ 2. By a tacit concurrence, almost all nations, at a very early period, 
fixed upon certain metals, and especially gold and silver, to serve this 
purpose. No other substances unite the necessary qualities in so great a 
degree, with so many subordinate advantages. Next to food and clothing, 
and m some climates even before clotMing, the strongest inclination in a 
rude state of society is for personal ornament, and for the kind of dis- 
tinction which is obtained by rarity or costliness in such ornaments. 
After the immediate necessities of life were satisfied, every one was eager 
to accumulate as great a store as possible of things at once costly and 
ornamental ; which were chiefly gold, silver, and jewels. These were the 
thing*? which it most pleased every one to possess, and which there was 
most certainty of finding others willing to receive in exchange for any 
kind of produce. They were among the most imperishable of all sub- 
stances. They were also portable, and containing great value in small 
bulk, were easily hid ; a consideration of much importance in an age of 
insecurity. Jewels are inferior to gold and silver in the quality of divisi- 
bility ; and are of very various qualities, not to be accurately discriminated 
without great trouble. Gold and silver are eminently divisible, and when 
pure, always of the same quality ; and their puiity may be ascertained 
and certified by a public authority. 

Accordingly, though furs have been employed as money in some 
countries, cattle in others, in Chinese T^rtary cubes of tea closely pressed 
together, the shells called cowries on the coast of Western Africa, and m 
Abyssinia at this day blocks of rock salt ; though even of metals, the less 
costly have sometimes been chosen, as iron in Lacedsemon from an ascetic 
policy, copper in the early Roman republic from the poverty of the people ; 
gold and silver have been generally preferred by nations which were able 
to obtain them, either by industry, commerce, or conquest. To the 
qualities which originally recommended them, another came to be added, 
the importance of which only unfolded itself by degrees. Of all com- 
modities, they are among the least influenced by any of the causes which 
produce fluctuations of value. No commodity is quite free from such 
fluctuations. Gold and silver have sustained, since the beginning of 
history, one great permanent alteration of value, from the discovery of the 
American mines ; and some temporary variations, such as that which, in 
the last great war, was produced by the absorption of the metals in 
hoards, and in the military chests of the immense armies constantly in the 
field. In the present age the opening of a new source of supply, so 
abundant as the mines of the Ural mountains and of Siberia, to which 
may now be added California, may be the commencement of another 
period of decline, on the limits of which it would be useless at present to 
speculate. But on the whole, no commodities are so little exposed to 
causes of variation. They are more constant than almost any other 
things in their cost of production. And from their durability, the total 
quantity in existence is at all times so great in proportion to the annual 
supply, that the effect on value even of a change in the cost of production 
is not sudden : a veiy long time being required to dimmish materially the 
quantity in existence, and even to increase it very greatly being no rapid 
process. Gold and silver, therefore, are more fit than any other com- 
modity to be the subject of engagements for receiving or paying a given 
quantity at some distant period. If the engagement were made in corn, 



33a 


EXCHANGE. 


a failure of crops might increase the burthen of the payment in one year 
to fourfold what was intended, or an exuberant harvest sink it in another 
to one-fourth. If stipulated in cloth, some manufacturing invention might 
permanently reduce the payment to a tenth of its original value. Such 
things have been known to occur even m the case of payments stipulated 
in gold and silver ; but the great ^ill of their value after the discovery of 
Ameiica, is, as yet, the only authenticated instance ; and in this case the 
change was e\trcmcly gradual, being spread over a period of many years. 

When gold and siher had become virtually a medium of exchange, by 
becoming the things for which people generally sold, and with which they 
generally bought, whatever they had to sell or to buy, the contrivance of 
coming obviously suggested itself. By this process the metal was divided 
into convenient portions, of any degree of smallness, and bearing a re- 
cognised proportion to one another ; and the trouble was saved of weigh- 
ing and assaying at evei7 change of possessors, an inconvenience which 
on the occasion of small purchases would soon have become insupport- 
able. Governments found it their interest to take the operation into their 
own hands, and to interdict all coining by private persons ; indeed, their 
guarantee was often the only one which would have been relied on, a 
reliance, however, which veiy often it ill deserved ; profligate govern- 
ments ha\ing until a very modern period seldom scrupled, for the sake of 
robbing their cieditors, to confer on all other debtors a licence to rob theirs, 
by the shallow and impujicnt artifice of lowering the standaid ; that least 
covert of all modes of knavery, which consists in calling a shilling a pound, 
that a debt of a hundred pounds may be cancelled by the payment of a 
hundred shillings. It would have been as simple a plan, and would have 
answered the purpose as well, to have enacted that ‘ a hundred * should 
always be interpreted to mean five, which would have effected the same 
reduction in all pecuniary contracts, and would not have been at all more 
shameless. Such strokes of policy have not wholly ceased to be recom- 
mended, but they have ceased to be piactised; except occasionally 
through the medium of paper money, m which case the character of the 
transaction, from the greater obscurity of the subject, is a little less 
barefaced. 

§ 3. Money, when its use has grown habitual, is the medium through 
which the incomes of the different members of the community are distri- 
buted to them, and the measure by which they estimate their possessions. 
As it is always by means of money that people provide for their different 
necessities, there grows up in their minds a powerful association leading 
them to regard money as wealth in a more peculiar sense than any other 
article ; and even those who pass their lives in the production of the most 
useful objects, acquire the habit of regarding those objects as chiefly 
important by their capacity of being exchanged 'for money. A person 
who parts with money to obtain commodities, unless he intends to sell 
them, appears to the imagination to be making a worse bargain than a 
person who parts with commodities to get money ; the one seems to be 
spending his means, the other adding to them. Illusions which, though 
now in some measure dispelled, were Jong powerful enough to overmaster 
the mind of every politician, both speculative and practical, m Europe. 

It must be evident, however, that the mere introduction of a particular 
mode of exchanging things for one another, by first exchanging a thing 
for money, and theci exchanging the money for something else, makes no 
difference in the essential character of transactions. It is not with money 
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that things are really purchased. Nobody’s income (except that of the 
gold or silver miner) is derived from the precious metals. The pounds or 
shillings which a person receives weekly or yearly, are not what constitutes 
his income ; they are a sort of tickets or orders which he can present for 
payment at any shop he pleases, and which entitle him to receive a certain 
value of any commodity that he makes choice of. The farmer pays his 
Iibourers and his landlord in these tickets, as the most convenient plan for 
himself and them ; but their real income is their share of his com, cattle, 
and hay, and it makes no essential difference whether he distributes it to 
them direct, or sells it for them and gives them the price ; but as they 
would have to sell it for money if he did not, and as he is a seller at any 
rate, it best suits the purposes of all, that he should sell their share along 
with his own, and leave the labourers more leisure for work and the land- 
lord for being idle. The capitalists, except those who are producers of the 
precious metals, derive no part of their income from those metals, since 
they only get them by buying them with their own produce • while all 
other persons have their incomes paid to them by the capitalists, or by 
those who have received payment from the capitalists, and as the 
capitalists have nothing, from the first, except their produce, it is that and 
nothing else which supplies all incomes furnished by them Thcie cannot, 
in short, be intrinsic.illy a more insignificant thing, in the economy of 
society, than money ; except in the character of a contrivance for spanng 
time and labour. It is a machinery for doing quickly and commodiously, 
what would be done, though less quickly and commodiouslv, without it : 
and like many other kinds of machinery, it only exeits a distinct and in- 
dependent influence of its own when its gets out of order 
The introduction of money does not inkrfeie w'lih the operation of any 
of the Law's of Value laid down m the preceding chapters The reasons 
w'hich make the temporary or market value of things depend on the 
demand and supply, and iheir average and permanent values upon their 
cost of production, are as applicable to a money system as to a system of 
barter. Things which by barter would exchange for one another, will, if 
sold for money, sell for an equal amount of it, and so will exchange for 
one another still, though the process of exchanging them w ill consist of 
two operations instead of only one. The relations of commodities to one 
another remain unaltered by money : the only new relation introduced, is 
their relation to money itself ; how much or how little money they will 
exchange for ; in other words, how the Exchange Value of money itself is 
determined. And this is not a question of any difficulty, when the illusion 
is dispelled, which caused money to be looked upon as a peculiar some- 
(;hing, not governed by the same law^s as other things. Money is a 
commodity, and its value is detci mined like that of other commodities, 
temporarily by demafld and supply, permanently .i»d on the avciagc by 
cost of production. The illustration of these piinciples, consideied in 
their application to money, must be given in some detail, on account of 
the confusion which, in minds not systematically instructed on the subject, 
envelopes the whole matter ; partly from a lingering remnant of the old 
misleading associations, and partly from the mass of vapoury and baseless 
speculation with which this, more than any other topic of political economy, 
has in latter times become surrounded. I shall therefore treJVt of the 
of Money in a chapter apart, 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

OF THE VALUE OF MONEY, AS DEPENDENT ON DEMAND AND SUPPLY. 

§ I. It is unfortunate that in the very outset of the subject we have to 
clear from our path a formidable ambiguity of language. The Value of 
Money is to appearance an expression as precise, as free from possibility 
of misunderstanding, as any in science. The value of a thing, is what it 
will exchange for : the value of money, is what money will exchange for ; 
the purchasing power of money. If prices are low, money will buy much 
of other things, and is of high value ; if puces are high, it will buy little of 
other things, and is of low value. The value of money is inversely as 
general prices : falling as they rise, and rising as they fall. 

^ut unhappily the same phrase is also employed, in the current 
language of commerce, in a very different sense. Money, which is so 
commonly understood as the synonym of wealth, is more especially 
the term in use to denote it when borrowing is spoken of. When one 
person lends to another, as well as when he pays wages or rent to another, 
what lie transfers is not the mere money, but a right to a certain value of 
the produce of the country, to be selected at pleasure ; the lender having 
first bought this right, by giving for it a portion of his capital. What he 
leally lends is so much capital ; the money is the mere instrument of 
transfer. But the capital usually passes from the lender to the receiver 
through the means either of money, or of an order to receive money, and 
at any rate it is in money that the capital is computed and estimated. 
Hence, borrowing capital is universally called borrowing money ; the loan 
market is called the money market : those who have their capital dis- 
posable for investment on loan are called the moneyed class : and the 
equivalent given for the use of capital, or in other words, intciest, is not 
only called the interest of money, but, by a grosser perversion of terms, 
the value of money This misapplication of language, assisted by some 
fallacious appeal ances which we shall notice and clear up hereafter,* has 
created a general notion among persons in business, that the Value of 
Money, meaning the rate of interest, has an intimate connexion with the 
Value of Money m its proper sense, the value or purchasing power of the 
circulating medium. We shall come to this subject before long : at present 
it IS enough to say, that by Value I shall always mean Exchange Value, 
and by money the medium of exchange, not the capital which is passed 
from hand to hand through that medium. 

§ 2 . The value or purchasing power of money depends, in the first 
instance, on demand and supply. But demand and supply, in relation to 
money, present themselves in a somewhat different s(>ape from the demand 
and supply of other things. 

The supply of a commodity means the quantity offered for sale. But it 
is not usual to speak of offering money for sale. People are not usually 
said to buy or sell money. This, however, is merely an accident of 
language. In point of fact, money is bought and sold like other things, 
whenever other things are bought and sold for money. Whoever sells 
corn, or tallow, or cotton, buys money. Whoever buys bread, or wine, or 
clothes, sells money to the dealer in those articles. The money with which 
people are offering to buy, is money offered for sale. The supply of 
4 • Infra, ch. xxiii. 
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motey, then, is the quantity of it which people are wanting to lay out : 
fhatis, all the money they have in their possession, except what they arc 
hoarding, or at least keeping by them as a resci*ve for futnie con- 
tinfencies. The supply of money, in short, is all the money in cwutlatwn 
at be time. 

The demand for money, again, consisl^ of all the goods offeied for sale. 
Every seller of goods is a buyer of money, and the goods he brings with 
hm constitute his demand. The demand for money difleis from the 
demand for other things in this, that it is limited only by the means of 
he purchaser. The demand for other things is for so much and no 
nore ; but there is always a demand for as much money as can be got. 
Persons may indeed refuse to sell, and withdraw their goods from the 
market, if they cannot get for them what they consider a sufficient price. 
But this is only when they think that the price will rise, and that they shall 
get more money by waiting. If they thought the low price likely to be 
permanent, they would take what they could get. It is always a stnegud 
non with a dealer to dispose of his goods. 

As the whole of the goods in the market compose the demand for 
money, so the whole of the money constitutes the demand for goods. The 
money and the goods are seeking each other for the pin pose of being 
exchanged. They are reciprocally supply and demand to one another. 
It is indifferent whether, in characterizing the phenomena, we speak of the 
demand and the supply of goods, or the supply and the demand of money. 
They are equivalent expressions. * 

We shall proceed to illustrate this proposition moie fully. And in doing 
this, the reader will remark a gieat difference between the class of 
questions which row occupy us, and those which we previously had under 
discussion respecting Values. In considering Value, we wcie only con- 
cerned with causes which acted upon particular commodities, apai t from 
the rest. Causes which affect all commodities alike do not act upon 
values. But in considering the relation between goods and money, it is 
with the causes that operate upon all goods whatever, that we are 
especially concerned. We are comparing goods of all sorts on one 
side, with money on the other side, as things to be exchanged against 
each other. 

Suppose, everything else being the same, that there is an inciease of 
the quantity of money, say by the arrival of a foreigner in a place, with a 
treasure of gold and silver. When he commences expending it (for this 
question it matters not whether productively or unpioductivcly), he adds 
to the supply of money, and by the same act, to the demand for goods. 
Doubtless he adds, in the first instance, to the demand only for certain 
kinds of goods, nan\ply those which he selects for purchase ; he will 
immediately raise the price of those, and so far as he is individually con- 
cerned, of those only. If he spends his funds in giving entertainments, 
he will raise the prices of food and wine. If he expends them in 
establishing a manufactory, he will raise the prices oflabour and materials. 
But at the higher prices, more money will pass into the hands of the 
sellers of these different articles ; and they, whether laboureis or dealers, 
having more money to lay out, will create an increased demand for all 
the things which they are accustomed to purchase : these accordingly 
will rise m price, and so on until the rise has icached ever> thing. I say 
everything, although it is of course possible that ihe influx of money 
might take place through the medium of some new class of consumers, or 



EXCHANGE, 


3A 

in such a manner as to alter the proportions of different classes of con* 
sumers to one another, so that a greater share of the national income 
than before would thenceforth be expended m some articles, and a smaller 
in others ; exactly as if a change had taken place in the tastes and waits 
of the community. If this were the case, then until production lad 
accommodated itself to this change in the comparative demand ^or 
different things, there would be a real alteration in values, and sone 
things would rise in price more than otheis, while some perhaps wouli 
not rise at all. These effects, however, would evidently proceed, not fron 
the mere increase of money, but from accessory circumstances attending 
It. Wc aie now only called upon to consider what would be the effect ol 
an increase of money, considered by itself. Supposing the money in the 
hands of individuals to be inci eased, the wants and inclinations of the' 
community collectively in lespect to consumption remaining exactly the 
Stime ; the increase of demand would reach all things equally, and there 
would be a universal rise of prices. We might suppose, with Hume, that 
some morning, every person in the nation should wake and find a gold 
coin in his pocket : this example, however, would involve an alteration of 
the proportions m the demand for different commodities ; the luxuries of 
the poor would, in the first instance, be raised in price, in a much greater 
degree than other things. Let us rather suppose, therefore, that to every 
pound, or shilling, or penny, m the possession of any one, another pound, 
bhilhng, or penny, were suddenly Jidded. There would be an increased 
money demand, and consequently an increased money value, or price, for 
things of all sorts. This increased value w^ould do no good to any one ; 
would make no diffeience, except that of having to reckon pounds, 
shillings, and pence, in higher numbers It would be an increase of 
values only as estimated in money, a thing only wanted to buy other 
things with ; and would not enable any one to buy more of them than 
before. Prices would have risen in a certain ratio, and the value of money 
would ha\e fallen in the same ratio. 

It is to be remarked that this ratio would be precisely that in which the 
quantity of money had been increased. If the whole money in circula- 
tion was doubled, prices would be doubled. If it was only increased one- 
fourth, prices would rise one-fourth. There would be one-fouith more 
money, all of whicli would be used to purchase goods of some description. 
When there had been time for the increased supply of money to reach all 
maikets, or (according to the conventional metaphor) to permeate all the 
channels of circulation, all prices would have risen one-fourth. But the 
general rise of price is independent of this diffusing and equalizing 
process. Even if some prices were raised more, and others less, the 
average rise would be one-fourth. This is a necessary consequence of the 
fact, that a fourth mo/e money would have been given for only the same 
quantity of goods. General prices, therefore, would in any case be a 
fourth higher. 

The very same effect would be produced on prices if we suppose the 
goods diminished, instead of the money increased : and the contrary 
effect if the goods were increased, or the money diminished. If there 
were less money in the hands of the community, and the same amount of 
goods to be sold, less money altogether would be given for them, and 
they would be sold at lower prices ; lower, too, in the piecise ratio in 
which the money was diminished. So that the value of money, other 
things being the same, varies inversely as its quantity ; every increase df 
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quantity lowering the value, and every diminution raising it, in a lalio 
exactly equivalent. 

This, It must be observed, is a property peculiar to money. We did 
not find It to be true of commodities generally, that every diminution of 
supply raised the value exactly in proportion to the deficiency, or that 
every increase lowered it in the precise ratio of the excess. Some things 
are usually affected in a greater ratio than that of the excess or deficiency, 
others usually in a less : because, in ordinary cases of demand, the 
desire, being for the thing itself, may be stronger or weaker ; and the 
amount of what people are willing to expend on it, being in any case a 
limited quantity, may be affected in very unequal degrees by difficulty or 
facility of attainment. But in the case of money, which is desired as the 
means of universal purchase, the demand consists of everything which 
people have to sell ; and the only limit to what they are willing to give, is 
the limit set by their having nothing more to offer. The whole of the 
goods being in any case exchanged for the whole of the money which 
comes into the market to be laid out, they will sell for less or more of it 
exactly according as less or more is brought. 

§ 3. From what precedes, it might for a moment be supposed that all 
the goods on sale in a country at any one time, are exchanged for all the 
money existing and in circulation at that same time : or, in other words, 
that there is always in circulation in a country, a quantity of money equal 
in value to the whole of the goods then and there on sale. But this would 
be a complete misapprehension. The mbney laid out is equal in value to 
the goods it purchases ; but the quantity of money laid out is not the 
same thing with the quantity in circulation. As the money passes from 
hand to hand, the same piece of money is laid out many times, before all 
the things on sale at one time are purchased and finally removed from 
the market : and each pound or dollar must be counted for as many 
pounds or dollars, as the number of times it changes hands in order to 
effect this object. The greater part of the goods must also be counted 
more than once, not only because most things pass through the hands of 
several sets of manufacturers and dealers before they assume the form in 
which they are finally consumed, but because, in times of speculation (and 
all times are so, more or less) the same goods are often bought repeatedly, 
to be resold for a profit, before they are bought for the purpose of con- 
sumption at all. 

li we assume the quantity of goods on sale, and the number of times 
those goods are resold, to be fixed quantities, the value of money will 
depend upon its quantity, together with the average number of times that 
each piece changes hands in the process. The whole of the goods sold 
(counting each resale of the same goods as so much added to the goods) 
have been exchanged Tor the whole of the money,* multiplied by the 
number of purchases made on the average by each piece. Consequently, 
the amount of goods and of transactions being the same, the value of money 
is inversely as its quantity multiplied by what is called the rapidity of 
circulation. And the quantity of money in circulation, is equal to the 
money value of all the goods sold, divided by the number which expresses 
the rapidity of circulation. 

The phrase, rapidity of circulation, requires some comment. It must 
not be understood to mean, the number of purchases made by each piece 
of money in a given timp. Time is not the thing to bc^considered. The 
state of society may be such, that each piece of money hardly performs 
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more than one purchase in a year ; but if this arises from the small 
number of transactions—from the small amount of business done, the 
want of activity in traffic, or because what traffic there is, mostly takes 
place by barter — it constitutes no reason w'hy prices should be lower, or 
the value of money higher. The essential point is, not how often 
the same money changes hands in a given time, but how often it 
changes hands In order to perform a given amount of traffic. We 
must compare the number of purchases made by the money in a 
given time, not with the time itself, but with the goods sold in that same 
time. If each piece of money changes hands on an average ten times 
while goods aie sold to the value of a million sterling, it is evident that 
the money required to circulate those goods is 100,000/. And conversely, 
if the money in circulation is 100,000/., and each piece changes hands by 
the purchase of goods ten times in a month, the sales of goods for money 
which take place every month must amount on the average to 1,000,000/. 

Rapidity of circulation being a phrase so ill adapted to express the 
only thing which it is of any importance to express by it, and having a 
tendency to confuse the subject by suggesting a meaning extremely 
different from the one intended, it would be a good thing if the phrase 
could be got rid of, and another substituted, more directly significant of 
the idea meant to be conveyed. Some such expression as ‘ the efficiency 
of money,* though not unexceptionable, would do better ; as it would 
point attention to the quantity of work done, without suggesting the idea 
of estimating it by time. Until an appropriate term can be devised, we 
must be content to express the idea by the circumlocution which alone 
conveys it adequately, namely, the average number of purchases made by 
each piece in order to effect a given pecuniary amount of transactions. 

§ 4. The proposition which we have laid down lespecting the dependence 
of general prices upon the quantity of money in circulation, must for the 
present be understood as applying only to a state of things in which money, 
that is, gold or silver, is the exclusive instrument of exchange, and actually 

E asses from hand to hand at every purchase, credit in any of its shapes 
eing unknown. When credit comes into play as a means of pui chasing, 
distinct from money in hand, we shall hereafter find that the connexion 
between prices and the amount of the circulating medium is much less 
direct and intimate, and that such connexion as does exist no longer 
admits of so simple a mode of expression. But on a subject so full of 
complexity as that of currency and prices, it is necessary to lay the 
foundation of our theory in a thorough understanding of the most simple 
cases, which we shall always find lying as a groundwork or substratum 
under those which arise in piractice. That an increase of the quantity of 
money raises prices, and a diminution lowers therp, is the most elementary 
pioposition in the theory of currency, and without it we should have no 
key to any of the others. In any state of things, however, except the 
simple and primitive one which we have supposed, the proposition is only 
true other things being the same : and what those other things are, which 
must be the same, we are not yet ready to pronounce. We can, however, 
point out, even now, one or two of the cautions with which the principle 
must be guarded in attempting to make use of it for the practical explana- 
tion of phenomena : cautions the more indispensable, as the doctrine, 
though a scientific truth, has of late years been the foundation of a greater 
mass of false thedty, and erroneous interpretation of facts, than any other 
proposition relating to interchange. From the time of the resumption ol 
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cash payments by the Act of 1819, and especially since the cor^mercial 
crisis of 1825, the favourite explanation of every rise or fall of prices has 
been ‘the currency;* and like most popular theories, the doctrine has 
been applied with little regard to the conditions necessary for making it 
correct. 

For example, it is habitually assumed that whenever there is a greater 
amount of money in the country, or in existence, a use of prices must 
necessarily follow. But this is by no means an inevitable consequence. 
In no commodity is it the quantity in existence, but the quantity offered 
for sale, that detei mines the value. Whatever may be the quantity of 
money in the country, only that part of it will affect prices, which goes 
into the market for commodities, and is there actually exchanged against 
goods. Whatever increases the amount of this portion of the money in 
the country, certainly tends to raise prices. But money hoarded docs not 
act on prices. Money kept in reserve by individuals to meet contingencies 
which do not occur, does not act on prices. The money in the coffers of 
the Bank, or retained as a reserve by private bankers, does not act on 
prices until drawn out, nor even then unless drawn out to be expended in 
commodities. 

It frequently happens that money, to a considerable amount, is brought 
into the country, is there actually employed as capital, and again flows 
out, without having ever once acted upon the markets of commodities, 
but only upon the market of securities, or, as it is commonly though 
improperly called, the money market. Lit us return to the case already 
put for illustration, that of a foreigner landing in the country with a 
treasure. We supposed him to employ his treasure in the purchase of 
goods foi his own use, or in setting up a manufactory and employing 
labourers ; and in either case he would, ccctens paribus^ raise prices. 
But instead of doing cither of these things, he might very probably prefer 
to invest his fortune at interest ; which we shall suppose him to do in the 
most obvious way, by becoming a competitor for a poition of the stock, 
exchequer bills, railway debentures, mercantile bills, mortgages, etc., 
which are at all limes in the hands of the public. By doing this he 
would raise the prices of those different securities, or in other words 
would lower the rate of interest : and since this would disturb the relation 
previously existing between the rate of interest on capital in the country 
Itself, and that in foreign countries, it would probably induce some of 
those who had floating capital seeking employment, to send it abroad for 
foreign investment, rather than buy secuniics at home at the advance of 
price. As much money might thus go out as had previously come in, 
while the prices of commodities would have shown no trace of its 
temporary presence. This is a case highly deserving of attention : and 
it is a fact now beginiwng to be recognised, that the passage of the 
precious metals from country to country is determined much more than 
was formerly supposed, by the state of the loan market in different 
countries, and much less by the state of prices. 

Another point must be adverted to, m order to avoid sciious error in 
the interpretation of mei can tile phenomena. If there be, at any time, an 
increase in the number ot money transactions, a thing rontinually liable 
to happen from diffeiences in the activity of speculation, and even in the 
time of year (since certain kinds of business are transacted only at par- 
ticular seasons) ; an increase of the currency which is only proportional 
to this increase of transactions, and is of no longer duAtion, has no ten- 
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dency to raise prices. At the quarterly periods when the public dividends 
are paid at the Bank, a sudden increase takes place of the money in the 
hands of the public ; an increase estimated at from a fifth to two-fifths of 
the whole issues of the Bank of England. Yet this never has any effect 
on prices ; and in a very few weeks, the currency has again shrunk into 
its usual dimensions, by a mere reduction in the demands of the public 
(after so copious a supply of ready money) for accommodation from the 
Bank in the way of discount or loan. In like manner the currency of 
the agricultural districts fluctuates in amount at different seasons of the 
year. It is always lowest in August : ‘ it rises generally towards Christ- 
mas, and obtains its greatest elevation about Lady-day, when the farmer 
commonly lays in his stock, and has to pay his rent and summer taxes,* 
and when he therefore makes his principal applications to country 
bankers for loans. ‘ Those variations occur with the same regularity as 
the season, and with just as little disturbance of the markets as the 
quarterly fluctuations of the notes of the Bank of England. As soon as 
the extra payments have been completed, the superfluous* currency, 
which is estimated at half a million, ‘as certainly and immediately is 
reabsorbed and disappears.** 

If extra currency were not forthcoming to make these extra payments, 
one of three things must happen. Either the payments must be made 
without money, by a resoit to some of those contrivances by which its use 
is dispensed with ; or there must be an increase in the rapidity of circu- 
lation, the same sum of money being made to perform more payments ; 
or if neither of these things took place, money to make the extra pay- 
ments must be withdrawn from the market for commodities, and prices, 
consequently, must fall. An increase of the circulating medium, con- 
formable in extent and duration to the temporary stress of business, does 
not raise prices, but merely prevents this fall. 

The sequel of our investigation will point out many other explanations 
and qualifications with which the proposition must be received, that the 
value of the circulating medium depends on the demand and supply, and 
is in the inverse ratio of the quantity. 


CHAPTER IX. 

OF THE VALUE OF MONEY, AS DEPENDENT ON COST OF PRODUCTION. 

§ I. But money, no more than commodities in general, has its value 
definitively determyied by demand and supply. The ultimate regulator of 
its value is Cost of Production. 

We are supposing, of course, that things arc left to themselves. Govern- 
ments have not always left things to themselves. They have undertaken 
to prevent the quantity of money from adjusting itself according to 
spontaneous laws, and have endeavoured to regulate it at their pleasure ; 
generally with a view of keeping a greater quantity of money in the 
country, than would otherwise have remained there. It was, until lately, 
the policy of all governments to interdict the exportation and the melting 

* Fullartoi on the of Currencies^ 2nd edit. pp. 87-9, 
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of money ; while, by encouraging the exportation and impeding the 
importation of other things, they endeavoured to have a stream of money 
constantly flowing in. By this course they gratified two prejudices : they 
drew, or thought that they drew, more money into the country, which they 
believed to be tantamount to more wealth : and they gave, or thought 
that they gave, to all producers and dealers, high prices, which, 
though no real advantage, people are*always inclined to suppose to 
be one. 

In this attempt to regulate the value of money artificially by means of 
the supply, governments have never succeeded in the degree, or even in 
the manner, which they intended. Their prohibitions against exporting 
or melting the com have never been effectual A commodity of such 
small bulk in proportion to its value is so easily smuggled, and still more 
easily melted, that it has been impossible by the most stringent measures 
to prevent these operations. All the risk which it was in the power of 
governments to attach to them, was outweighed by a very moderate 
profit.* In the more indirect mode of aiming at the same purpose, by 
throwing difficulties in the way of making the returns for exported goods 
in any other commodity than money, they have not been quite so unsuc- 
cessful. They have not, indeed, succeeded in making money flow con- 
tinuously into the country ; but they have to a certain extent been able 
to keep It at a higher than its natural level ; and have, thus far, removed 
the value of monc'y from exclusive dependence on the causes which fix 
the values of things not artificially interfdfed with. 

We aie however to suppose a stale, not of artificial regulation, but of 
freedom In that st.ite, and assuming no charge to be made for coinage, 
the value of money will conform to the value of the bullion of which it is 
made. A pound weight of gold or silver in coin, and the same weight in 
an ingot, will precisely exchange for one another. On the supposition of 
freedom, the metal cannot be worth more in the state of bullion than of 
coin ; for as it can be melted without any loss of time, and with hardly 
any expense, this would of course be done until the quantify in circula- 
tion was so much diminished as to equalize its value with that of the same 
weight in bullion. It may be thought however that the coin, though it 
cannot be of less, may be, and being a manufactured article will naturally 
be, of greater value than the bullion contained in it, on the same principle 
on which linen cloth is of more value than an equal weight of linen yam. 
This would be true, were it not that Government, in this country and in 
some others, coins money gratis for any one who furnishes the metal. 
The labour and expense of coinage, when not charged to the possessor, 
do not raise the value of the article. If Government opened an office 
where, on delivery of a given weight of yarn, it returned the same weight 
of cloth to any one whd asked for it, cloth would be worth no more in the 
market than the yarn it contained As soon as coin is worth a fraction 
more than the value of the bullion, it becomes the interest of the holders 
of bullion to send it to be coined. If Government, however, throws the 
expense of coinage, as is reasonable, upon the holder, by making a charge 

* The effect of the prohibition cannot, however, have been so entirely insignifi- 
cant as it has been supposed to be by writers on the subject. The facts adduced by 
Mr. Fullarton, in the note to page 7 of his work on the Regulation of Currencies, 
show that it required a greater per-centage of difference in value between coin and 
bullion than has commonly been imagined, to bring the coin to the melting-pot, 
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to cover the expense, (which is done by giving back rather less in coin 
than has been received in bullion, and is called levying a seigniorage), the 
coin will rise, to the extent of the seigniorage, above the value of the 
bullion. If the mint kept back one per cent., to pay the expense of coiri- 
age, it would be against the interest of the holders of bullion to have it 
coined, until the com was more valuable than the bullion by at least that 
fi action. The coin, therefore, would be kept one per cent, higher in 
value, which could only be by keeping it one per cent, less in quantity 
than if Its coinage were gratuitous. 

The Government might attempt to obtain a profit by the transaction, 
and might lay on a seigniorage calculated for that purpose ; but whatever 
they took for coinage beyond its expenses, would be so much profit on 
private coining. Coining, though not so easy an operation as melting, is 
far from a difficult one, and, when the coin produced is of full weight and 
standard fineness, is very difficult to detect. If, therefore, a profit could 
be made by coming good money, it would certainly be done ; and the 
attempt to make seigniorage a source of revenue would be defeated. Any 
attempt to keep the value of the coin at an artificial elevation, not by a 
seignioiage, but by refusing to com, would be frustrated in the same 
manner.* 

§ 2. The value of money, then, conforms permanently, and, in a state 
of freedom, almost immediately, to the value of the metal of which it is 
made ; with the addition, or not, of the expenses of coinage, according as 
those expenses are borne by thejmdividual or by the state. This simpli- 
fies extremely the question which we have here to consider : since gold 
and silver bullion are commodities like any others, and their value 
depends, like that of other things, on their cost of production. 

To the majority of civilized countries, gold and silver are foreign pro- 
ducts : and the circumstances which govern the values of foreign products, 
present some questions which we are not yet ready to examine. For the 
present, therefore, we must suppose the country which is the subject of 
our inquiiies, to Ije supplied with gold and silver by its own mines, re- 
serving for filiture consideration how far our conclusions require modifica- 
tion, to adapt them to the moie usual case. 

Of the three classes into which commodities are divided— those 
absolutely limited in supply, those which maybe had in unlimited quantity 
at a given cost of production, and those which may be had in unlimited 
qn.'uitity, but at an increasing cost of production— the precious metals, 
being the produce of mines, belong to the third class. Their natural 
value, therefore, is proportional to their cost of production m the most 
unfavourable existing circumstances, that at the worst mine which it is 
necessary to work in order to obtain the required supply, A pound 
weight of gold will, jn the country of the mines, exchange on the average 
for as much of every other commodity, as is produced at a cost equal to 

* In England, although there is no seigniorage on gold coin (the Mint returning 
In coin the same weight of pure metal which it receives in bullion) there is a delay 
of .a few weeks after the bullion is deposited, before the com can be obtained, 
occasioning a loss of interest, which, to the holder, is equivalent to a tnfiiug 
seigniorage. From this cause, the value of com is in geneial slightly above 
that of the bullion it contains. An ounce of gold, according to the quantity of 
metal in a sovereign, should be worth 17s. ioJ|d. ; but it was usually quoted at 
17s. 6d., until the Bank Charter Act of 1844 made it imperative on the Bank 
to give its notes for all bullion offered to it at the rate of £i 17s. 9d, 
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its own ; meaning by its own cost, the cost of producing it at the worst 
mines which the existing demand makes it necessary to work The 
average value of gold is made to conform to Us natural value in the same 
manner as the wilues of other things arc made to conform to their natural 
value. Suppose that it were selling above its natural value ; that is, above 
the value which is an equivalent for th^ labour and expense of mining, 
and for the risks attending a branch of industry in which nine out of ten 
experiments aie failures. A part of the mass of floating capital wdneh is 
on the look-out for investment, would take the direction of mining enter- 
prise ; the supply would thus be increased, and the value would fall. If, 
on the contraiy, it were selling below its natural value, miners would not 
be obtaining the ordinary profit ; they would slacken their works ; if the 
depieciation was great, some of the inferior mines w’ould peihaps stop 
woiking altogether : and a falling off in the annual supply, preventing 
the annual wear and tear from being completely compensated, would by 
degrees reduce the quantity, and restore the value. 

When examined more closely, the following are the details of the 
process. If gold is above its natural or cost value — the coin, as we have 
seen, conforming in its value to the bullion— money will be of high value, 
and the prices of all things, labour included, will be low. These low 
pi ices will lower the expenses of all pioducers : but as their retuins will 
also be lowered, no advantage will be obtained by any producer, except 
the producer of gold : whose returns from his mine, not depending on 
price, will be the same as before, and his expenses being less, he will 
obtain extra profits, and will be stimulated to incieasc his production. 
E converso if the metal is below its natural value : sjnee this is as much 
as to say that prices are high, and the money expenses of all producers 
unusually great : for this, however, all other producers will be compensated 
by increased money returns : the miner alone will extract from his mine 
no more metal than before, while his expenses will be greater : his profits 
therefore being diminished or annihilated, he will dimmish his production, 
if not abandon his employment. 

In tins manner it is that the value of money is made to conform to the 
cost of production of the metal of which it is made. It may be well, how- 
ever, to repeat (what has been said before) that the adjustment takes a 
long time to effect, in the case of a commodity so generally desired and 
at the same time so durable as the precious metals. Being so largely 
used not only as money but for plate and ornament, there is at all times a 
very large quantity of these metals in existence : while they are so slowly 
wom out, that a comparatively small annual production is sufficient to 
keep up the supply, and to make any addition to it which may be required 
by the increase of goods to be circulated, or by the increased demand for 
gold and silver articles by wealthy consumers. Even*if this small annual 
supply were stopped entirely (which it never is, the richer mines continuing 
to be worked, though at some diminution of rent) it would require many 
years to reduce the quantity so much as to make any very material 
difference in prices. The quantity may be increased, much more rapidly 
than it can be diminished ; but the increase must be very great before it 
can make itself much felt over such a mass of the precious metals as 
exists in the whole commercial world. And hence the effects of all 
changes in the conditions of production of the precious metals are at first, 
and continue to be for many years, questions of quantity only, with little 
reference to cost of production. 
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§ 3 . Since, however, the value of money really conforms, like that of 
other things, although more slowly, to its cost of production, some political 
economists have objected altogether to the statement that the value of 
money depends on its quantity combined with the rapidity of circulation ; 
which, they think, is assuming a law for money that does not exist for any 
other commodity, when the truth is that it is governed by the very same 
laws To this we may answer, 'in the hist place, that the statement in 
question assumes no peculiar law. It is simply the law of demand and 
supply, which is acknowledged to be applicable to all commodities, and 
which, in the case of money as of most other things, is controlled, but not 
set aside, by the law of cost of production, since cost of production would 
hcive no effect on value if it could have none on supply. But, secondly, 
there really is, in one respect, a closer connexion between the value of 
money and its quantity, than between the values of other things and their 
quantity. The value of other things conforms to the changes in the cost 
of production, without requiring, as a condition, that there should be any 
actual alteration of the supply : the potential alteration is sufficient ; and 
if there even be an actual alteration, it is but a temporary one, except in 
so far as the altered value may make a difference in the demand, and so 
require an increase or diminution of supply, as a consequence, not a cause, 
of the alteration in value. Now this is also true of gold and silver, con- 
sidered as articles of expenditure for ornament and luxury ; but it is not 
true of money. If the cost of production of gold were reduced one-fourth, 
by the discovery of more fertile mines, it might happen that there would 
not be more of it bought for plate, gilding, or jewellery, than before ; and 
if so, though the value would fall, the quantity extracted from the mines 
for these purposes would be no greater than previously. Not so with the 
portion used as money : that portion could not fall in value one-fourth, 
unless actually increased one-fourth ; for, at prices one-fourth higher, one- 
fourth more money would be required to make the accustomed purchases ; 
and if this were not forthcoming, some of the commodities would be with- 
out purchasers, and prices could not be kept up. Alterations, therefore, in 
the cost of production of the precious metals, do not act upon the value of 
money except just in proportion as they increase or diminish its quantity ; 
which cannot be said of any other commodity. It would, therefore, 1 
conceive, be an error, both scientifically and practically, to discard the 
proposition which asserts a connexion between the value of money and its 
quantity. 

It IS evident, however, that the cost of production, in the long run, 
regulates the quantity ; and that every country (temporary fluctuations 
excepted) will possess, and have in circulation, just that quantity of money, 
which will perform all the exchanges required of it, consistently with 
maintaining a valufc conformable to its cost of production. The prices of 
things will, on the average, be such that money will exchange for its own 
cost in all other goods : and, precisely because the quantity cannot be 
prevented from affecting the value, the quantity itself will (by a sort of 
self-acting machinery) be kept at the amount consistent with that standard 
of prices— at the amount necessary for performing, at those prices, all the 
business required of it. 

' The quantity wanted will depend partly on the cost of producing gold, 
and partly on the rapidity of its circulation. The rapidity of ciiculation 
being given, it would depend on the cost of production ; and the cost of 
production being given, the quantity of money would depend on the 
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fapidity of its circulation.** After what has been already said, I hope that 
neither of these propositions stands in need of any further illustration. 

Money, then, like commodities in general, having a value dependent on, 
and propoitional to, its cost of production ; the theory of money is, by the 
admission of this principle, stripped of a great part of the mystery which 
apparently surrounded it. We must not forget, however, that this 
doctrine only applies to the places in •which the precious metals are 
actually produced ; and that we have yet to enquire whether the law of 
the dependence of value on cost of production applies to the exchange of 
things produced at distant places. But however this may be, our proposi- 
tions with respect to value will require no other alteration, where money 
is an imported commodity, than that of substituting for the cost of its pro- 
duction, the cost of obtaining it in the country. Every foreign commodity 
is bought by giving for it some domestic production ; and the labour 
and capital which a foicign commodity costs to us, is the labour and 
capital expended in producing the quantity of our own goods which we 
give in exchange for it. What this quantity depends upon, — what 
determines the proportions of interchange between the productions of cne 
country and those of another, — is indeed a question of somewhat greater 
complexity than those we have hitherto considered. But this at least is 
indisputable, that within the country itself the value of imported com- 
modities IS determined by the value, and consequently by the cost of 
production, of the equivalent given for them ; and money, where it is an 
imported commodity, is subject to the same law. 


CHAPTER X.. 

OF A DOUBLE STANDARD, AND SUBSIDIARY COINS. 

§ I. Although the qualities necessary to fit any commodity for being 
used as money are rarely united in any considerable perfection, there are 
two commodities which possess them in an eminent, and nearly an equal 
degree ; the two precious metals, as they are called ; gold and silver. 
Some nations have accordingly attempted to compose their circulating 
medium of these two metals indiscriminately. 

There is an obvious convenience in making use of the more costly 
metal for larger payments, and the cheaper one for smaller ; and the only 
question relates to the mode in which this can best be done. The mode 
most frequently adopted has been to establish between the two metals a 
fixed proportion [ to decide, for example, that a gold coin called a 
soveieign should be equivalent to twenty of the silver coins called 
shillings : both the one* and the other being called, in*the ordinary money 
of account of the country, by the same denomination, a pound : and it 
being left free to every one who has a pound to pay, either to pay it in the 
one metal or in the other. 

At the time when the valuation of the two metals relatively to each 
other, say twenty shillings to the sovereign, or twenty-one shillings to the 

* From some printed, but not published, Lectures of Mr. Senior : in which the 

great differences in the business done by money, as well as in the rapidity of its 
circulation, in different states of sp^iety and civilization, are interestingly illus* 
irated. 
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guinea, was first made, the proportion probably corresponded, as nearly as 
it could be made to do, with the ordinary relative values of the two metals, 
grounded on their cost of production : and if those natural or cost values 
always continued to bear the same ratio to one another, the arrangement 
would be unobjectionable. This, however, is far from being the fact. 
Gold and silver, though the least variable in value of all commodities, are 
not invariable, and do not alv’ays vary simultaneously. Silver, for 
example, was lowered in permanent value more than gold, by the 
discovery of the American mines ; and tho'^e small variations of value 
which take place occasionally, do not affect both metals alike. Suppose 
such a variation to take place ; the value of the two metals relatively to 
one another no longer agreeing with their rated proportion, one or other of 
them will now be rated below its bullion value, and there will be a profit 
to be made by melting it. 

Suppose, for example, that gold rises in value relatively to silver, so 
that the quantity of gold in a sovereign is now worth more than the 
quantity of silver in twenty shillings. 1 wo consequences will ensue. No 
debtor will any longer find it his interest to pay in gold. He will always 
pay in silver, because twenty shillings are a legal tender for a debt of 
one pound, and he can procure silver convertible into twenty shillings for 
less gold than that contained in a sovereign. The other consequence 
will be, that unless a sovereign can be sold for more than twenty shillings, 
all the sovereigns will be melted, since as bullion they will purchase a 
greater number of shillings than they exchange for as com. The con- 
verse of all this ^yould happen if silver, instead of gold, were the metal 
which had risen in comparative value. A sovereign would not now be 
worth so much as twenty shillings, and whoever had a pound to pay 
would piefer paying it by a sovereign ; while the silver coins would be 
collected for the purpose of being melted, and sold as bullion for gold at 
their real value, that is, above the legal valuation. The money of the 
community, therefore, would never really consist of both metals, but of 
the one only which, at the particular time, best suited the interest of 
debtors ; and the standard of the currency would be constantly liable to 
change from the one metal to the other, at a loss to the public, on each 
change, of the expense of coinage on the metal which fell out of use. 

It appears, therefore, that the value of money is liable to more frequent 
fluctuations when both metals are a legal tender at a fixed valuation, than 
when the exclusive standard of the currency is either gold or silver. 
Instead of being only affected by variations in the cost of pioduction of 
one metal, it is subject to derangement from those of two. The particular 
kind of variation to which a currency is rendered more liable by having 
two leg^al standards, is a fall of value, or what is commonly called a 
depreciation ; since practically that one of the two metals will always be 
the standard, of which the real has fallen below the rated value. If the 
tendency of the metals be to rise in value, all payments will be made in 
the one which has risen least ; and if to fall, then in that which has fallen 
most. 

§ 2 . The plan of a double standard is still occasionally brought forward 
by here and there a writer or orator as a great improvement in currency. 
It is probable that, with most of its adherents, its chief merit is its 
tendency to a sort of depreciation, there being at all times abundance of 
supporters for any mode, either open or covert, of lowering the standard. 
Some, however, arc influenced by an exaggerated estimate of an advant, 
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tage which to a certain extent is real, that of being able to have recourse, 
for replenishing the circulation, to the united stock of gold and silver in 
the commercial world, instead of being confined to one of them, which, 
from accidental absorption, may not be obtainable with sufficient lapidity. 
The advantage without the disadvantages of a double standard, seems to 
be best obtained by those nations, with \Yhom one only of the two metals 
IS a legal tender, but the other also is coined, and allowed to pass for 
whatever value tlic market assigns to it. 

In Fiance, silver alone is (T believe) a legal tender, and all sums are 
expressed and accounts kept m francs, a silver com. Gold is also coined, 
for convenience, but does not pass at a fixed valuation : the t\\enty francs 
marked on a napoleon aie meicly nominal, napoleons being nc\er to be 
bought for that sum, but always bearing a small premium, or agio, as it is 
called ; though, as the agio is very tiiflmg, (the bullion value diffeiing 
veiy little from twenty francs) it is seldom possible to pass a napoleon for 
more than that sum in ordinary retail transactions. Silver, then, is the 
real money of the country, and gold coin only a merchandize ; but though 
not a legal tender, it answers all the real purposes of one, since no ci edi- 
tor IS at all likely to refuse receiving it at the market price, in payment of 
his debt. 

When this plan is adopted, it is naturally the more costly metal which 
is left to be bought and sold as an article of commerce. But nations 
which, like England, adopt the nioie costly of the two as their standard, 
resort to a different expedient for retaining them both in ciiculation, 
namely, to make silver a legal tender, but only for small payments. In 
England, no one can be compelled to receive silver in payment for a 
larger amount than forty shillings. With this legulation there is neces- 
sarily combined another, namely, that silver coin slioiild be rated, in 
companson with gold, somewhat above its intimsic value; that theie 
should not be, in twenty shillings, as much silver as is worth a sovcieign : 
for if there were, a very slight turn of the market in its favour would 
make it worth more than a sovereign, and it would be profitable to melt the 
silver com. The over-valuation of the silver com cieates an inducement 
to buy silver and send it to the mint to be coined, since it is received 
back at a higher value than properly belongs to it : this, however, has 
been guarded against, by limiting the quantity of the silver coinage, 
which IS not left, like that of gold, to the discretion of individuals, but is 
determined by the government, and restricted to the amount supposed to 
be required for small payments The only precaution necessary is, not to 
put so high a valuation upon the silver, as to hold out a strong tempiation 
to private coining. 


CHAPTER XI. 

OF CREDIT, AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR MONEY. 

§ I. The functions of credit have been a subject of as much misunder- 
standing and as much confusion of ideas, as any single topic in Political 
Economy. This is not owing to any peculiar difficulty in the theory of 
the subject, but to the complex nature of some of the njiercantile pheno- 
mena arising from the forms in which credit clothes itself ; by which 
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attention is diverted from the properties of credit in general, to the pectt* 
liarities of its particular forms. 

As a specimen of the confused notions entertained respecting the 
nature of credit, we may advert to the exaggeiaied language so often 
used respecting its national importance. Credit has a great, but not, 
as many people seem to suppose, a magical power; it cannot make 
something out of nothing. How often is an extension of credit 
talked of as equivalent to a creation of capiCil, or as if credit actually 
were capital. It seems strange that there should be any need to point 
out, that credit being only permission to use the capital of another person, 
the means of production cannot be increased by it, but only transfcired. 
If the borrower’s means of production and of employing labour are 
increased by the credit given him, the lender’s are as much diminished. 
The same sum cannot be used as capital both by the owner, and also by 
the person to whom it is lent : it cannot supply its full value in wages, 
tools, and materials, to two sets of labourers at once. It is true that the 
capital which A has borrowed from B, and makes use of in his business, 
still forms part of the wealth of B for other purposes ; he can enter into 
engagements in reliance on it, and can even borrow, ivhen needful, an 
equivalent sum on the security of it ; so that to a superficial eye it might 
seem as if both B and A had the use of it at once. Ihit the smallest con- 
sideration will show that when B has parted with his capital to A, the use 
of it as capital rests with A alone, and that B has no other service from it 
than in so far as his ultimate cbim upon it serves him to obtain the use of 
another capital from a third person, C. All capital (not his own) of which 
any person has really the use, is, and must be, so much subti acted fiom 
the capital of some one else. 

§ 2 . But though credit is never anything more than a transfer of capital 
from hand to hand, it is generally, and naturally, a transfer to hands more 
competent to employ the capital efficiently m production. If there weie 
no such thing as credit, or if, from general insecurity and want of confi- 
dence, it were scantily piactised, many persons who possess more or less 
of capital, but who from their occupations, or for want of the necessary 
skill and knowledge, cannot personally superintend its employment, would 
derive no benefit from it : their funds would either he idle, 01 would be, 
perhaps, wasted and annihilated in unskilful attempts to make them yield 
a profit^ All this capital is now lent at interest, and made available for 
production. Capital thus circumstanced foims a large portion of the 
productive resources of any commercial country ; and is naturally attracted 
to those producers or traders who, being in the greatest business, hav^e the 
means 01 employing it to most advantage ; because such are both the 
most desirous to obtain it, and able to give the best secuiity. Although, 
therefore, the productive funds of the country are not increased by credit, 
they are called into a more complete state of productive activity. As the 
confidence on which credit is grounded extends itself, means are developed 
by which even the smallest portions of capital, the sums which each 
person keeps by him to meet contingencies, are made available for pro- 
ductive uses. The principal instruments for this purpose are banks of 
deposit. Where these do not exist, a prudent person must keep a 
sufficient sum unemployed in his own possession, to meet every demand 
which he has even a slight reason for thinking himself liable to. When 
the practice however has grown up of keeping this reserve not in his own 
custody but with'‘a banker, many small sums, previously lying idle, become 
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aggregated in the banker's hands; and the banker, being taught by 
experience what proportion of the amount is likely to be wanted in a given 
time, and knowing that if one depositor happens to require more than the 
average, another will require less, is able to lend the remainder, that is, 
the far greater part, to producers and dealers : thereby adding the amount, 
not indeed to the capital in existence, bpt to that in employment, and 
making a corresponding addition to the aggregate production of the 
community. 

While credit is thus indispensable for rendering the whole capital of the 
country productive, it is also the means by which the industrial talent of 
the country is turned to most account for pui poses of production. Many 
a person who has either no capital of his own, or very little, but who has 
qualifications for business, which are known and appreciated by some 
persons of capital, is enabled to obtain either advances in money, or more 
frequently goods on credit, by which his industrial capacities are made 
instrumental to the increase of the public wealth : and this benefit will be 
reaped far more largely, whenever, through better laws and better 
education, the community shall have made such progress in integrity, 
that personal character can be accepted as a sufficient guarantee not only 
against dishonestly appropriating, but against dishonestly risking, what 
belongs to another. 

Such arc, in the most general point of view, the uses of credit to the 
productive resources of the world. But these considerations only apply to 
the credit given to the industrious classes— to producers and dealers. 
Credit given by dealers to unproductive consumers is never an addition, 
but always a detriment, to the sources of public wealth. It makes over in 
temporary use, not the capital of the unproductive classes to the pro- 
ductive, but that of the productive to the unproductive. If A, a dealer, 
supplies goods to B, a landowner or annuitant, to be paid for at the end 
of five years, as much of the capital of A as is equal to the value of these 
goods, remains for five years unproductive. During such a period, if 
payment had been made at once, the sum might have been several times 
expended and replaced, and goods to the amount might have been seveial 
times produced, consumed and reproduced : consequently B's withholding 
100/. for five years, even if he pays at last, has cost to the labouring 
classes of the community during that period an absolute loss of probably 
several times that amount. A, individually, is compensated, by putting a 
higher puce upon his goods, which is ultimately paid by B : but there is 
no compensation made to the labouring classes, the chief sufferers by 
every diversion of capital, whether permanently or temporarily, to unpro- 
ductive uses. The country has had 100/. less of capital during those five 
years, B having taken that amount from A’s capital, and spent it unpro- 
ductively, in anticipation of his own means, and having only after five 
years set apart a sum from his income and converted it into capital for the 
purpose of indemnifying A. 

§ 3. Thus far of the general function of Credit in production. It is not 
a productive power in itself, though, without it, the productive powers 
already existing could not be brought into complete employment. But a 
more intricate portion of the theory of Credit is its influence on prices ; 
the chief cause of most of the mercantile phenomena which perplex 
observers. In a state of commerce in which much credit is habitually given, 
general prices at any moment depend much more upon state of credit 
than upon the quantity of money. For credit, though it is not productive 
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power, is purchasing power ; and a person who, having credit, avails hinip 
self of it in the purchase of goods, cieales just as much demand for the 
goods, and tends quite as much to raise their price, as if he made an equal 
amount of purchases with ready money. 

The credit which we arc now called upon to consider, as a distinct pur- 
chasing power, independent pf money, is of course not ciedit in its 
simplest form, that of money lent by one person to another, and paid 
directly into his hands ; for when the boriowcr expends this m purchases, 
he makes the purchases with money, not credit, and exerts no purchasing 
power over and above that conferred by the money. The forms of credit 
which create purchasing power, aie those tn which no money passes at the 
time, and very often does not pass at a’l, the transaction being included 
with a mass of other transactions in an account, and nothing paid but a 
balance. This takes place in a variety of ways, which w^e shall proceed 
to examine, beginning, as is our custom, with the simplest. 

First : Suppose A and B to be tw^o dealers, who have transactions with 
each other both as buyers and as sellei s. A buys from B on credit. B 
does the like wuth respect to A. At the end of the year, the sum of A’s 
debts to B is set against the sum of B’s debts to A, and it is ascertained to 
which side a balance is due. This balance, which may be less than the 
amount of many of the transactions singly, and is necessarily less than the 
sum of the transactions, is all that is paid in money , and perhaps even 
this is not paid, but carried oyer in an account current to the next year. 
A single payment of a hundred pounds may in this manner suffice 
to liquidate a long series of transactions, some of them to the value of 
thousands. 

But secondly : the debts of A to B may be paid without the interven- 
tion of money, even though there be no reciprocal debts of B to A. A 
may satisfy B by making over to him a debt due to himself fiom a third 
person, C. This is conveniently done by means of a wTitten instrument, 
called a bill of exchange, w’hicb is, in fact, a transferable order by 
a creditor upon his del)tor, and when accepted by the debtor, that 
is, authenticated by his signature, becomes an acknowledgment of 
debt. 

§ 4. Bills of exchange w'cic first introduced to save the expense and risk 
of transporting the precious metals from place to place ‘ Let it be 
supposed,’ says Mr. Henry Thornton,"^ ‘that there are in London 
ten manufacturers w^ho sell their article to ten shopkeepers in 
York, by whom it is retailed ; and that there are in York ten 
manufacturers of another commodity, who sell it to ten shopkeepers in 
London. There would be no occasion for the ten shopkeepers in 
London to send yearly to York guineas for the payment of the York 
manufacturers, and for the ten Yoik shopkeepers to send yearly as many 
guineas to London. It would only be necessary for the York manu- 
facturers to receive from each of the shopkeepers at their own door 
the money in question, giving in return letters which should acknowledge 
the receipt of it ; and which should also direct the money, lying ready in 
the hands of their debtors in London, to be paid to the London 

* Enquiry into the Nature and Effects of the Paper Credit of Great Britain, 
p. 24. This work, published in 1802, is even now the clearest exposition that I 
am nequamted wit^i in the English language, of the modps in which credit is given 
and taken m a mercantile commuaitv. ^ 
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manufacturers, so as to cancel the debt in London in the same manner as 
that at York. The expense and the risk of all transmission of money 
would thus be saved. Letters ordering the transfer of the debt are 
termed, in the language of the present day, bills of exchange. They are 
bills by which the debt of one person is exchanged for the debt of another ; 
and the debt, perhaps, which is due in one place for the debt due in 
another,’ 

Bills of exchange having been found convenient as means of paying debts 
at distant places without the expense of transporting the precious metals, 
their use was aftcrwaids greatly extended from another motive. It is 
usual in every trade to give a certain length of credit for goods bought : 
three months, six months, a year, even two years, according to the con- 
venience or custom of the particular trade. A dealer who has sold 
goods, for which he is to be paid in six months, but who desires to receive 
the amount sooner, draws a bill on his debtor payable in six months, and 
gets the bill discounted by a banker or other money-lender, that is, 
transfers the bill to him, receiving the amount, minus interest for the time 
it has still to run. It has become one of the chief functions of bills of ex- 
change to serve as a means by which a debt due from one person can thus 
be made available for obtaining credit from another. The convenience of 
the expedient has led to the frequent creation of bills of exchange not 
grounded on any debt previously due to the drawer of the bill by 
the person on whom it is drawn. These are called accommodation bills, 
and sometimes, with a tinge of disapprobation, fictitioits bills. Their 
nature is so cleaily stated, and with SUch judicious remarks, by the 
author whom I have just quoted, that I shall transcribe the entire 
passage.® 

‘A, being in want of 100/, requests B to accept a note or bill drawn at 
two months, which B, therefore, on the face of it, is bound to pay ; it is 
understood, how^ever, that A will take care either to discharge the bill 
himself, or to furnish B with the means of paying it. A obtains ready 
money for the bill on the joint credit of the two parties. A fulfils his 
promise of paying it when due, and thus concludes the transaction. This 
service rendered by B to A is, however, not unlikely to be requited, at a 
more or less distant period, by a similar acceptance of a bill on A, drawn 
and discounted for B’s convenience. 

‘ Let us now compare such a bill with a real bill. Let us consider 
in what points" they differ or seem to differ ; and in what they agree. 

^ They agree, inasmuch as each is a discountable article ; each has also 
been created for the purpose of being discounted ; and each is, perhaps, 
discounted in fact. Each, therefore, serves equally to supply means of 
speculation to the merchant. So far, moreover, as bills and notes con- 
stitute what IS called the circulating medium, or paper currency of the 
country, and prevent the use of guineas, the fictitious and the real bill 
are upon an equality ; and if the price of commodities be raised in pro- 
portion to the quantity of paper currency, the one contributes to that rise 
exactly in the same manner as the other. 

‘ Before w^e come to the points in which they differ, let us advert to one 
point in which they are commonly supposed to be unlike ; but in which 
they cannot be said always or necessarily to differ. 

‘Real notes (it is sometimes said) represent actual property. There 
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are actual goods in existence, which are the counterpart to every real 
note. Notes which are not drawn in consequence of a sale of goods, are 
a species of false wealth, by which a nation is deceived. These supply 
only an imaginary capital ; the others indicate one that is real. 

* In answer to this statement it may be observed, first, that the notes 
given m consequence of a real sale of goods cannot be considered as on 
that account certainly representing any actual property. Suppose that A 
sells loo/. worth of goods to B at six months’ credit, and takes a bill at six 
months for it ; and that B, within a month after, sells the same goods, at 
a like credit, to C, taking a like bill ; and again, that C, after another 
month, sells them to D, taking a like bill, and so on. There may then, 
at the end of six months, be six bills of loo/. each, existing at the same 
time ; and every one of these may possibly have been discounted. Of all 
these bills, then, only one represents any actual property. 

‘ In order to justify the supposition that a real bill (as it is called) 
represents actual property, there ought to be some power in the bill- 
holder to prevent the property which the bill represents, from being 
turned to other purposes than that of paying the bill in question. No 
such power exists ; neither the man who holds the real bill, nor the man 
who discounts it, has any property in the specific goods for which it was 
given : he as much trusts to the general ability to pay of the giver of the 
bill, as the holder of any fictitious bill does. The fictitious bill may, in 
many cases, be a bill given by a person having a large and known capital, 
a part of which the fictitious bjU may be said in that case to represent. 
The supposition that real bills represent property, and that fictitious bills 
do not, seems, therefore, to be one by which more than justice is done 
to one of these species of bills, and something less than justice to the 
other. 

‘ We come next to some points in which they differ. 

‘First, the fictitious note, or note of accommodation, is liable to the 
objection that it professes to be what it is not. This objection, however, 
lies only against those fictitious bills which are passed as real. In many 
cases, It is sufficiently obvious what they are. Secondly, the fictitious bill 
is, in general, less likely to be punctually paid than the real one. There 
is a general presumption, that the dealer in fictitious bills is a man who is 
a more adventurous speculator than he who carefully abstains from them. 
It follows, thirdly, that fictitious bills, besides being less safe, are less 
subject to limitation as to their quantity. The extent of a man’s actual 
sales forms some limit to the amount of his real notes ; and as it is 
highly desirable in commerce that credit should be dealt out to all 
persons in some sort of regular and due proportion, the measure of a 
man’s actual sales, certified by the appearance of his bills drawn ra virtue 
of those sales, is sqme rule in the case, though a very imperfect one in 
many respects. 

‘A fictitious bill, or bill of accommodation, is evidently, in substance, 
the same as any pmmon promissory note ; and even better in this 
respect, that there is but one security to the promissory note, whereas in 
the case of the bill of accommodation, there are two. So much jealousy 
subsists lest traders should push their means of raising money too far, 
that paper, the same in its general nature with that which is given, being 
the only pa^r which can be given, by men out of business, is deemed 
somewhat discreditable when coming from a merchant. And because 
such paper, whem in the merchant’s hand, necessarily imitates the paper 
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which passes on the occasion of a sale of goods, the epithet fictitious has 
been cast upon it ; an epithet which has seemed to countenance the 
confused and mistaken notion, that there is something altogether false 
and delusive in the nature of a certain part both of the paper and of the 
apparent wealth of the country/ 

A bill of exchange, when merely discounted, and kept in the portfolio 
of the discounter until it falls due, dots not perform the functions or 
supply the place of money, but is itself bought and sold for money. It is 
no more currency than the public funds, or any other securities. But 
when a bill drawn upon one person is paid to another (or even to the 
same person) in discharge of a debt or a pecuniary claim, it does some- 
thing for which, if the bill did not exist, money would be required : it 
performs the functions of currency. This is a use to which bills of 
exchange are often applied. ‘They not only,’ continues Mr. Thornton,* 
‘ spare the use of ready money ; they also occupy its place in many cases. 
Let us imagine a farmer in the country to discharge a debt of lo/. to his 
neighbouring grocer, by giving him a bill for that sum, drawn on his 
corn-factor in London for gram sold.'m the metropolis ; and the grocer to 
transmit the bill, he having previously indorsed it, to a neighbouring 
sugar-baker, in discharge of a like debt ; and the sugar-baker to send it, 
when again indorsed, to a West India merchant in an outport, and the 
West India merchant to deliver it to his country banker, who also indorses 
it, and sends it into further circulation. The bill in this case will have 
effected five payments, exactly as if it wenc a lo/. note payable to bearer 
on demand. A multitude of bills pass between trader and trader in the 
country, in the manner which has been described ; and they evidently 
fonn, in the strictest sense, a part of the circulating medium of the 
kingdom ’ 

Many bills, both domestic and foreign, are at last presented for payment 
quite covered with indorsements, each of which represents either a fresh 
discounting, or a pecuniary transaction in which the bill has performed 
the functions of money. Up to twenty years ago, the circulating medium 
of Lancashire for sums above five pounds was almost entirely composed 
of such bills. 

§ 5. A third form in which credit is employed as a substitute for 
currency, is that of promissory notes. A bill drawn upon anyone and 
accepted by him, and a note of hand by him promising to pav the same 
sum, are, as far as he is concerned, exactly equivalent, except that the 
former commonly bears interest and the latter generally does not. But it 
is chiefly in the latter form that it has become, in commercial countries, 
an express occupation to issue such substitutes for mone^. Dealers in 
money (as lenders by profession are improperly called) desire, like other 
dealers, to stretch their operations beyond what can.be carried on by 
their own means : they wish to lend, not their capital merely, but their 
credit, and not only such portion of their credit as consists of funds 
actually deposited with them, but their power of obtaining credit from the 
public generally, so far as they think they can safely employ it. This is 
done in a very convenient manner by lending their own promissory notes 
payable to bearer on demand ; the borrower being willing to accept these 
as so much money, because the credit of the lender makes other people 
willingly leceive them on the same footing, in purchases or other payments 

* P. 40. • 
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These notes, therefore, perform all the functions of currency, and render 
an equivalent amount of money which was previously in circulation un- 
necessary. As, however, being payable on demand, they iri«y be at any 
time returned on the issuer, and money demanded for them, I e must, on 
pain of bankruptcy, keep by him as much money as will enable him to 
meet any c laims of that sort which can be expected to occur within the 
time necessary for providing iiimself u ith more : and prudence also 
requires that he should not attempt to issue notes beyond the amount 
which experience shows can remain in circulation without being presented 
for payment. 

The convenience of this mode of (as it were) coining credit, having 
once been discovered, governments have availed themselves of the same 
expedient, and have issued their own promissory notes in payment of their 
expenses ; a resource the more useful, because it is the only mode in 
which they are able to bo/row money without paying interest, their 
promises to pay on demand being, in the estimation of the holders, 
equivalent to money in hand. The practical differences between such 
government notes and the issues of private bankers, and the fuither 
diversities of which this class of substitutes for money are susceptible, will 
be considered presently. 

§ 6. A fourth mode of making credit answer the purposes of money, by 
which, when carried far enough, money may be very completely super- 
seded, consists in making payments by cheques. The custom of keeping 
the spare cash reserved for immediate use or against contingent demands, 
in the hands of a banker, and making all payments, except small ones, 
by orders on bankers, is in this countiy spreading to a continually larger 
portion of the public. If the peison making the payment, and the person 
receiving it, kept their money with the same banker, the payment would 
take place without any intervention of money, by the mere transfer of its 
amount in the banker’s books from the credit of the payer to that of the 
receiver. If all persons in London kept Ihcir cash at the same banker’s, 
and made all their payments by means of cheques, no money would be 
required or used for any transactions beginning and terminating in 
London. This ideal limit is almost attained m fact, so far as regards 
transactions between dealers. It is chiefly in the retail transactions 
between dealers and consumers, and in the payment of wages, that money 
or bank notes now pass, and then only when the amounts are small. In 
London, even shopkeepers of any amount of capital or extent of business 
have generally an account with a banker ; which, besides the safety and 
convenience of the practice, is to their advantage in another respect, by 
giving them an understood claim to have their bills discounted in cases 
when they could not otherwise expect it. As for the merchants and 
larger dealers, they habitually make all payments in the course of their 
business by cheques. They do not, however, all deal with the same 
banker, and when A gives a cheque to B, B usually pays it not into the 
same but into some other bank. But the convenience of business has 
given birth to an arrangement which m^es all the banking houses of the 
City of London, for certain purposes, virtually one establishment. A 
banker does not send the cheques which are paid into his banking house 
to the banks on which they are drawn, and demand money for them* 
There is a building called the Clearing-house, to which every City banker 
sends, each afternoon, all the cheques on other bankers which he has 
received during the day, and they are there exchanged for the cheques on 
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him which have come into the hands of other bankers, the balances only 
being paid in money. By this contrivance, all the business transactions 
of the City of London during that day, amounting often to millions of 
pounds, and a vast amount besides of country transactions, represented 
by bills which country bankers have drawn upon their London corre- 
spondents, are liquidated by payments jiot exceeding on the average 
200,000/.* 

By means of the various instruments of credit which have now been 
explained, the immense business of a country like Great Britain is 
transacted with an amount of the precious metals surprisingly small ; many 
times smaller, in proportion to the pecuniary value of the commodities 
bought and sold, than is found necessary in France, or any other country 
in which, the habit and the disposition to give credit not being so generally 
diffused, these ‘ economizing expedients,’ as they have been called, are not 
practised to the same extent. What becomes of the money thus super- 
seded in Its functions, and by what process it is made to disappear from 
circulation, are questions the discussion of which must be for a short 
time postponed. 


CHAPTER XII. 

INFLUENCE OF CREDIT.ON PRICES. 

§ I. Having now formed a general idea of the modes in which credit 
is made available as a substitute for money, we have to consider in what 
manner the use of these substitutes affects the value of money, or, what is 
equivalent, the prices of commodities. It is haidly necessary to say that 
the permanent value of money—the natural and average prices of com- 
modities — arc not in question here. These are determined by the cost of 
producing or of obtaining the precious metals. An ounce of gold or silver 
will in the long run exchange for as much of every other commodity, as 
can be produced or imported at the same cost with itself. And an order, 
or note of hand, or bill payable at sight, for an ounce of gold, while the 
credit of the giver is unimpaired, is worth neither more not less than the 
gold Itself. 

It IS not, however, with ultimate or average, but with immediate and 
temporary prices, that we are now concerned. These, as we have seen, 
may deviate very widely from the standard of cost of production. Among 
other causes of fluctuation, one we have found to be the quantity of 
money in circulation. Other things being the same, an increase of the 
money in circulation raises prices, a diminution lowers them. If more 
money is thrown into circulation than the quantity whioli can circulate at 
a value conformable to its cost of production, the value of money, so long 
as the excess lasts, will remain below the standard of cost of production, 
and general puces will be sustained above the natural rate. 

But we have now found that there are other things, such as bank notes, 
bills of exchange, and cheques, which circulate as money, and perform^all 

* According to Mr. Tooke (Enquiry into the Currency Principle, p. 27), the 
adjustments at the Clearing-house ‘in the year 1839 amounted to 954,401,600/., 
making an average amount of payments of upwards of 3,000,000/. of bills of ex- 
change and cheques daily effected through the medium of little more than 
of bank notes.’ 
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the functions of it ; and the question arises, Do these various substituted 
operate on prices in the same manner as money itself? Does an increase 
in the quantity of trcansferable paper tend to raise prices, in the same 
manner and degree as an increase in the quantity of money? There 
has been no small amount of discussion on this point among writers on 
currency, without any result so cpn elusive as to have yet obtained general 
assent 

I apprehend that bank notes, bills, or cheques, as such, do not act on 
prices at all. What does act on prices is Credit, in whatever shape given, 
and whether it gives rise to any transferable instruments capable of pass- 
ing into circulation, or not 

1 proceed to explain and substantiate this opinion. 

§ 2 . Money acts upon prices in no other way than by being tendered in 
exchange for commodities. The demand which influences the prices of 
commodities consists of the money offered for them. But the money 
oflered is not the same thing with the money possessed. It is sometimes 
less, sometimes very much more. In the long run, indeed, the money 
which people lay out will be neither more nor less than the money which 
they have to lay out : but this is far from being the case at any given 
time Sometimes they keep money by them for fear of an emergency, or 
in expectation of a more advantageous opportunity for expending it. In 
that case the money is said not to be in circulation : in plainer language, 
it IS not offered, nor about to be offered, for commodities. Money not in 
circulation has no effect on prices. The converse, however, is a much 
commoner case ; people make purchases with money not in their posses- 
sion. An article, for instance, which is paid for by a cheque on a banker, 
is bought with money which not only is not in the payer’s possession, but 
generally not even m the banker’s, having been lent by him (all but the 
usual reserve) to other persons. We just now made the imaginary 
supposition that all persons dealt with a bank, and all with the same 
bank, payments being universally made by cheques. In this ideal case, 
there would be no money anywhere except in the hands of the banker ; 
who might then safely part with all of it, by selling it as bullion, or lend- 
ing it, to be sent out of the country in exchange for goods or foreign 
securities But though there would then be no money in possession, or 
ultimately perhaps even in existence, money would be offered, and com- 
modities bought with It, just as at present. People would continue to 
reckon their incomes and their capitals in money, and to make their usual 
purchases with orders fl * the receipt of a thing which would have literally 
ceased to exist. There would be in all this nothing to complain of, so 
long as the money, in disappearing, left behind it an equivalent value in 
other things, applicable when required to the reimbursement of those to 
whom the money briginally belonged. 

In the case however of payment by cheques, the purchases are at any 
rate made, though not with money in the buyer’s possession, yet with 
money to which he has a right. But he may make purchases with money 
which he only expects to have, or even only pretends to expect. He may 
obtain goods in return for his acceptances payable at a future time : or on 
his note of hand ; or on a simple book credit, that is, on a mere promise 
to pay. All these purchases have exactly the same effect on pnee, as if 
they were made with ready money. The amount of purchasing power 
which a person (;^n exercise, is composed of all the money in his posses- 
sion or due to him, and of all his credit. For exercising the whole of thii 
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power he finds a sufficient motive only under peculiar circumstances ; but 
he always possesses it ; and the portion of it which he at any time does 
exercise, is the measure of the effect which he produces on price. 

Suppose that, in the expectation that some commodity will rise in price, 
he determines, not only to invest in it all his ready money, but to take up 
on credit, from the producers or importers, as much of it as their opinion 
of his lesources will enable him to obtain. Every one must see that by 
thus acting he produces a greater effect on price, than if he limited his 
purchases to the money he has actually in hand. He creates a demand 
for the article to the full amount of his money and credit taken together, 
and raises the price proportionally to both. And this effect is produced, 
although none of the written instruments called substitutes for currency 
may be called into existence ; though the transaction may give rise to no 
bill of exchange, nor to the issue of a single bank note. The buyer, 
instead of taking a mere book credit, might have given a bill for the 
amount ; or might have paid for the goods with bank notes borrowed for 
that purpose from a banker, thus making the purchase not on his own 
credit with the seller, but on the banker’s credit with the seller, and his 
own with the banker. Had he done so, he would have produced as great 
an effect on puce as by a simple purchase to the same amount on a book 
ciedit, but no greater effect. Ihe credit itself, not the form and mode 
in which it is given, is the operating cause. 

§ 3. The inclination of the mercantile public to increase their demand 
for commodities by making use of all or much of their credit as a purchas- 
ing power, depends on their expectation of profit. When there is a 
geneial impression that the price of some commodity is likely to rise, from 
an extra demand, a short crop, obstructions to importation, or any other 
cause, there is a disposition among dealers to increase their stocks, in 
Older to profit by the expected rise This disposition tends in itself to 
produce the effect which it looks forward to, a rise of price ; and if the 
rise IS considerable and progressive, other speculators are attracted, who, 
so long as the price has not begun to fall, are willing to believe that it will 
continue rising. These, by further purchases, produce a further advance : 
and thus a rise of price for which there were originally some rational 
grounds, is often heightened by merely speculative purchases, until it 
greatly exceeds what the original grounds w ill justify. After a time this 
begins to be perceived ; the price ceases to rise, and the holders, thinking 
it is time to realize their gams, are anxious to sell. Then the price begins 
to decline : the holders rush into the market to avoid a still greater loss ; 
and, few being willing to buy in a falling market, the price falls much 
more suddenly than it rose. Those who have bought at a higher price 
than reasonable calculation justified, and who ha\e been overtaken by 
the revulsion before they had realized, aie losers m proportion to the 
gicatncss of the fall, and to the quantity of the commodity which they 
hold, or have bound themselves to pay for. 

Now all these effects might take place in a community to which credit 
was unknown : the prices of some commodities might rise, from specula- 
tion, to an extravagant height, and then fall rapidly back. But if there 
were no such thing as credit, this could hardly happen with respect to 
commodities generally. If all purchases weie made with ready money, 
the payment of increased prices for some articles would draw an unusual 
proportion of the money of the community into the#markets for those 
articles, and must therefore draw it away from some other class of com* 
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modities, and thus lower their prices. The>acuum might, it is true, be 
partly filled up by increased rapidity of circulation ; and in this manner 
the money of the community is virtually increased in a time of speculative 
activity, because people keep little of it by them, but hasten to lay it out 
in some tempting adventure as soon as possible after they receive it. 
This resource, however, is limited .* on the whole, people cannot, while 
the quantity of money remains the same, lay out much more of it in some 
things, without laying out less in others. But what they cannot do by 
ready money, they can do by an extension of credit. When people go 
into the market and purchase with money which they hope to receive 
hereafter, they are drawing upon an unlimited, not a limited fund. 
Speculation, thus supported, may be going on in any number of com- 
modities, without disturbing the regular course of business in others. It 
might even be going on in all commodities at once. We could imagine 
that in an epidemic & of the passion of gambling, all dealers, instead of 
giving only their accustomed orders to the manufacturers or growers of 
their commodity, commenced buying up all of it which they could procuie, 
as fat as their capital and credit would go. All prices would rise enor- 
mously, even if there was no increase of money, and no paper credit, bur 
a mere extension of purchases on book credits. After a time those who 
had bought would wish to sell, and prices would collapse. 

This IS the ideal extreme case of what is called a commercial crisis. 
There is said to be a commercial crisis, when a great number of mer- 
chants and trad'' s at once, either' have, or apprehend that they shall have, 
a difficulty in meeting their engagements. The most usual cause of this 
general embarrassment, is the recoil of prices after they have been raised 
by a spirit of speculation, intense in degree, and extending to many com- 
modities. Some accident, which excites expectations of rising prices, 
such as the opening of a new foreign market, or simultaneous indications 
of a short supply of several great articles of commerce, sets speculation at 
work in several leading departments at once. The prices rise, and the 
holders realize, or appear to have the power of realizing, great gams. In 
certain states of the public mind, such examples of rapid increase of 
fortune call forth numerous imitators, and speculation not only goes much 
beyond wnat is justified by the original grounds for expecting rise of price, 
but extends itself to articles in which there never was any such ground : 
these, however, rise like the rest as soon as speculation sets in. At 
periods of this kind, a great extension of credit takes place. Not only do 
all whom the contagion reaches employ their credit much more freely 
than usual ; but they really have more credit, because they seem to be 
making unusual gains, and because a generally reckless and adventurous 
feeling prevails, which disposes people to give as well as take credit more 
largely than at other times, and give it to persons not entitled to it. In 
this manner, in the celebrated speculative year 1825, and at various other 
penods during the present century, the prices of many of the principal 
articles of commerce rose greatly, without any fall in others, so that 
general prices might, without incorrectness, be said to have risen. When, 
after such a rise, the reaction comes, and prices begin to fall, though at 
first perhaps only through the desire of the holders to realize, speculative 
purchases cease : but were this all, prices would only fall to the level from 
which they rose, or to that which is justified by the state of the con- 
sumption and of the supply. They fall, however, much lower ; for as, 
when prices were rising, and everybody apparently making a fortune, if 
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was easy to obtain almost any amouirt of credit, so npw when eveiybody 
seems to be losing, and many fail entirely, it is with difficulty that firms of 
known solidity can obtain even the credit to which they are accustomed, 
and which it is the gieatest inconvenience to them to be without ; 
because all dealers having engagements to fulfil, and nobody feeling sure 
that the poition of his means which he has enti listed to others wall be 
available in time, no one likes to part with ready money, or to postpone 
his claim to it. To these rational consideiations theic is superadded, in 
extreme cases, a panic as unreasoning as the previous over confidence ; 
money is borrowed for short periods at almost any rate of inteiest, and 
sales of goods for immediate payment are made at almost any sacrifice. 
Thus general pi ices, during a commercial revulsion, fall as much below 
the usual level, as during the previous period of speculation they had risen 
abo\e It : the fall, as well as the rise, originating not in anything affecting 
money, but in the state of ci edit— an unusually extended employment of 
credit during the earlier period, followed by a great diminution, never 
amounting, however, to an entire cessation of it, in the later. 

• It is not, however, universally true that the contraction of credit, 
characteristic of a commercial crisis, must have been preceded by an ex- 
traordinary and irrational extension of it. There are other causes ; and 
the most recent crisis, that of ib’47, is an instance, having been preceded 
by no particular extension of credit, and by no speculations ; except those 
in railway shares, which, though in maijy cases extravagant enough, yet 
being carried on mostly with that portion of means which the speculators 
could afford to lose, w’ere not calculated to produce the widespread rum 
which aiises from vicissitudes of price in the commodities in which men 
habitually deal, and in w'hich the bulk of their capital is invested. The 
crisis of 1847 belonged to another class of mercantile phenomena. Theie 
occasionally happens a concurrence of circumstances tending to withdraw 
from the loan market a considerable portion of the capital which usually 
supplies It. These circumstances, in the present case, w^ere great foreign 
payments (occ.isioned by the high price of cotton and the unprecedented 
importation of food), together with the continual demands on the. circu- 
lating capital of the countiy by railway calls and the loan transactions of 
railway companies, for the purpose of being converted into fixed capital 
and made unavailable for future lending. These various demands fell 
principally, as such demands always do, on the loan market. A great, 
though not the greatest part of the imported food, was actually paid for 
by the proceeds of a government loan. The extra payments which pur- 
chasers of corn and cotton, and railway shaicholders, found themselves 
obliged to make, weie either made with their own spare cash, or with 
money raised for the occasion. On the first suppositjpn, they were made 
by withdrawing deposits from bankers, and thus cutting off a part of the 
streams which fed the loan market ; on the second supposition, they w’ere 
made by actual drafts on the loan market, either by the sale of securities, 
or by taking up money at interest. This combination of a fresh demand 
for loans, with a curtailment of the capital disposable for them, raised the 
rate of interest, and made it impossible to borrow except on the very best 
security. Some firms, therefore, which by an improvident and unmer- 
cantile mode of conducting business had allowed their capital to become 
either temporarily or permanently iinavailable, became unable to command 
that perpetual renewal of credit which had previously enabled them to 
•tniggle on. These firms stopped payment ; their failure involved more 
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or less deeply many other firms which had trusted them ; andj ds usual 
in such cases, the general distrust, commonly called a panic, began to set 
in, and might have produced a destruction of credit equal to that of 1825, 
had not circumstances which may almost be called accidental, given to a 
very simple measure of the government a fortunate power of allaying 
panic, to which, when considered on itself, it had no sort of claim. 

§ 4. The geneial operation of credit upon puces being such as we have 
described, it is evident that if any particular mode or form of credit is 
calculated to have a greater opeiation on puces than others, it can only 
be by giving greater facility, or greater encouragement, to the multiplica- 
tion of credit transactions generally. If bank notes, for instance, or bills, 
have a greater effect on prices than book credits, it is not by any differ- 
ence in the transactions themselves, which are essentially the same, 
whether taking place in the one way or in the other : it must be that there 
are likely to be more of them If credit is likely to be more extensively 
used as a purchasing power when bank notes or bills are the instruments 
used, than when the credit is given by mere entries in an account, to that 
extent and no more there is ground for ascribing to the former a greater 
power over the markets than belongs to the latter. 

Now It appears that there is some such distinction. As far as respects 
the particular transaction, it makes no difference in the effect on price 
whether A buys goods of B on simple credit, or gives a bill for them, or 
pays for them with bank notes le^it to him by a banker C. The difference 
IS in a subsequent stage. If \ has bought the goods on a book credit, 
there is no obvious or convenient mode by which 15 can make A’s debt to 
him a means of extending his own credit. Whatever credit he has, will 
be due to the general opinion entertained of his solvency ; he cannot 
specifically pledge A’s debt to a third person, as a security for money lent 
or goods bought. But if A has given h^m a bill for the amount, he can 
get this discounted, which is the same thing as borrowing money on the 
joint credit of A and himself, or he may pay away the bill in exchange 
for goods, which is obtaining goods on the same joint credit. In either 
case, here is a second credit transaction, grounded on the first, and which 
would not have taken place if the first had been transacted without the 
intervention of a bill. Nor need the transactions end heie. The bill 
may be again discounted, or again paid away for goods, several times 
before it is itself presented for payment. Nor would it be correct to say 
that these successive holders, if they had not had the bill, might have 
attained their purpose by purchasing goods on their own credit with the 
dealers. They may not all of them be persons of credit, or they may 
already have stretched their credit as far as it will go. And at all events, 
either money or goods are moie readily obtained on the credit of two 
persons than of one. Nobody will pretend that it is as easy a thing for a 
merchant to borrow a thousand pounds on his own credit, as to get a bill 
discounted to the same amount, when the drawee is of known solvency ; 
or that he can as easily obtain goods on a book credit, as by paying for 
them with such a bill. 

If we now suppose that A, instead of giving a bill, obtains a loan of 
bank notes from a banker C, and with them pays B for his goods, we' 
shall find the difference to be still greater. B is now independent even of 
a discounter : A’s bill would have been taken in payment only by those 
who were acquaimed with his reputation for solvency, but a banker is a 
person who has credit with the public generally, and whose notes are 
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taken in payment by every one, at least in his own neighbourhood : inso- 
much that, by a custom which has grown into law, payment in bank notes 
is a complete acquittance to the payer, whereas if he has paid by a bill he 
still remains liable to the debt, if the person on whom the bill is drawn 
fails to pay it when due. B therefore can expend the whole of the bank 
notes without at all involving his own credit ; and whatever power he had 
before of obtaining goods on book credit, remains to him unimpaired, m 
addition to the purchasing power he derives from the possession of the 
notes The same remark applies to every person in succession, into 
whose hands the notes may come It is only A, the first holder, (who 
used his credit to obtain the notes as a loan from the issuer,) who can 
possibly find the credit he possesses in other quarters abated by it ; and 
even in his case that result is not probable ; for though, in reason, and if 
all his circumstances were known, every draft already made upon his 
credit ought to diminish by so much his power of obtaining more, yet in 
practice the reverse more frequently happens, and his having been trusted 
by one person is supposed to be a reason why he may safely be trusted 
by others also. 

It appears, therefore, that bank notes are a more powerful instrument 
for raising prices than bills, and bills than book credits. It does not, 
indeed, follow that credit wtllht more used because it can be. When the 
state of trade holds out no particular temptation to make large purchases 
on credit, dealers will use only a small portion of the credit-power, and it 
will depend only on convenience whether the portion which they use will 
be taken in one form or in another. It is not until the circumstances of 
the markets, and the state of the mercantile mind, render many persons 
desirous of stretching their credit to an unusual extent, that the distinc- 
tive pioperties of the different forms of credit display themselves. Credit 
already stretched to the utmost in the fonn of book debts, would be 
susceptible of a great additional extension by means of bills, and of still 
greater by means of bank notes. The first, because each dealer, in addi- 
tion to his own credit, would be enabled to create a further purchasing 
power out of the credit which he had himself given to others : the second, 
because the banker’s credit with the public at large, coined into notes, as 
bullion is coined into pieces of money to make it portable and divisible, is 
sb much purchasing power superadded, in the hands of every successive 
holder, to that which he may derive from his own credit. To state the 
matter otherwise ; one single exertion of the credit power in the form of 
book credit, is only the foundation of a single purchase : but if a bill is 
drawn, that same portion of credit may serve for as many purchases as 
the number of times the bill changes hands : while every ba/ik note 
issued, renders the credit of the banker a purchasing power to that amount 
in the hands of all the successive holders, without impairing any power 
they may possess of effecting purchases on their own credit. Credit, in 
short, has exactly the same purchasing power with money ; and as money 
tells upon puces not simply in proportion to its amount, but to its amount 
multiplied by the number of times it changes hands, so also does credit ; 
and credit transferable from hand to hand is in that proportion more 
potent, than credit which only performs one purchase. 

§ 5. All this purchasing power, however, is operative upon prices, only 
according to the proportion of it which is used : and the effect, therefore, 
is only felt in a state of circumstances calculated to lead to an unusually 
extended use of credit. In such a state of circum^lances, that is, ia 
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speculative times, it cannot, 1 think, be denied, that prices are likely to 
rise higher if the speculative purchases arc made with bank notes, than 
when they are made with bills, and when made by bills than when made 
by book credits. This, however, is of far less practical importance than 
might at first be imagined ; because, in point of fact, speculative purchases 
are not, in the great majority of cases, made either with bank notes or 
with bills, but are made almost exclusively on book credits. ‘ Applica- 
tions to the Bank for extended discount/ says the highest authority on 
such subjects* (and the same thing must be true of applications to other 
banks), ‘occur rarely if ever in the origin or progress of extensive specu- 
lations in commodities. These are entered into, for the most part if not 
entirely, in the first instance, on credit for the length of term usual in 
the several trades ; thus entailing on the parties no immediate necessity 
for borrowing so much as may be wanted for the purpose beyond their 
own available capital. This applies particularly to speculative purchases 
of commodities on the spot, with a view to resale. But these generally 
form the smaller proportion of engagements on credit. By far the largest 
of those entered into on the prospect of a rise of prices, are such as have 
in view importations from abroad. The same remark, too, is applicable 
to the export of commodities, when a large proportion is on the credit of 
the shippers or their consignees. As long as circumstances hold out the 
prospect of a favourable result, the credit of the parties is generally sus- 
tained. If some of them wish to realize, there are others with capital and 
credit ready to replace them ; arid if the events fully justify the grounds 
on which the specuhative transactions were entered into (thus admitting of 
sales for consumption in time to replace the capital embarked) there is 
no unusual demand for borrowed capital to sustain them. It is only when 
by the vicissitudes of political events, or of the seasons, or other adven» 
titious circumstances, the forthcoming supplies are found to exceed the 
computed rate of consumption, and a fall of prices ensues, that an 
increased demand for capital takes place ; the market rate of interest then 
rises, and increased applications are made to the Bank of England for 
discount.’ So that the multiplication of bank notes and other transferable 

E does not, for the most part, accompany and facilitate the specu- 
; but comes into play chiefly when the tide is turning, and diffi- 
culties begin to be felt. 

Of the extraordinary height to which speculative transactions can be 
carried upon mere book credits, without the smallest addition to what is 
commonly called the currency, very few persons are at all awaie. ‘The 
power of purchase,’ says Mr. Tooke,t ‘by persons having capital and 
credit, is much beyond anything that those who are unacquainted prac- 
tically with speculative markets have any idea of. ... A person having 
the reputation of capital enough for his regular business, and enjoying 
good credit in his trade, if he takes a sanguine view of the prospect of a 
rise of price of the article in which he deals, and is favoured by circum- 
stances in the outset and progress of his speculation, may effect purchases 
to an extent perfectly enormous, compared with his capital.’ Mr. Tooke 
confirms this statement by some remarkable instances, exemplifying the 
immense purchasing power which may be exercised, and rise of* price 
which may be produced, by credit not represented by either bank notes 
or bills of exchange. 

* Took^s History of Prices^ vol. iv. pp. 125-6. 
t Inquiry into the Currency Principle, pp. 79 and 136-8, 
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•Amongst the earlier speculators for an advance in the price of tea, in 
consequence of our dispute with China in 1839, were several retail grocers 
and tea-dealers. There was a general disposition among the trade to 
get into stock ; that is, to lay in at once a quantity which would meet the 
probable demand from their customers for several months to come. 
Some, however, among them, more sanguine and adventurous than the 
rest, availed themselves of their ciedn with the importers and wholesale 
dealers, for purchasing quantities much beyond the estimated demand in 
their own business. As the purchases were made in the first instance 
ostensibly, and perhaps really, for the legitimate purposes and within the 
limits of their regular business, the parties were enabled to buy without 
the condition of any deposit ; whereas speculators, known to be such, are 
required to pay 2/. per chest, to cover any probable difference of price 
which might aiise before the expiration of the piompt, which, for this 
article, is three months. Without, therefore, the outlay of a single 
farthing of actual capital or currency in any shape, they made purchases 
to a considerable extent ; and with the profit realized on the resale of a 
part of these purchases, they were enabled to pay the deposit on further 
quantities when required, as was the case when the extent of the pur- 
chases attracted attention. In this way, the speculation went on at 
advancing prices (100 per cent, and upwards) till nearly the expiiation of 
the prompt, and if at that time circumstances had been such as to justify 
the apprehension which at one time prevailed, that all futuie supplies 
would be cut off, the puces might havc#still further advanced, and at any 
rate not have retrograded. In this case, the speculators might have 
realized, if not all the profit they had anticipated, a very handsome sum, 
upon which they might have been enabled to extend their business 
greatly, or to retire from it altogether, with a reputation for great sagacity 
in thus making their fortune. But instead of this favourable result, it so 
happened that two or three cargoes of tea which had been transhipped 
were admitted, contrary to expectation, to entry on their arrival here, and 
it was found that further indiiect shipments were in progress. Thus the 
supply was increased beyond the calculation of the speculators : and at 
the same time, the consumption had been diminished by the high price. 
There was, consequently, a violent reaction on -the market ; the specu- 
lators were unable to sell without such a sacrifice as disabled them fiom 
fulfilling their engagements, and several of them consequently failed. 
Among these, one was mentioned, who having a capital not exceeding 
1,200/, which was locked up in his business, had contrived to buy 4,000 
chests, value above 80,000/., the loss upon which was about 16, coo/. 

‘ The other example which I have to give, is that of the operation on 
the corn market between 1838 and 1842. There was an instance of a 
person who, when he entered on his extensive speculations, was, as it 
appeared by the subsequent examination of his affairs, possessed of a 
capital not exceeding 5,000/, but being successful in the outset, and 
favoured by circumstances in the progress of his operations, he contrived 
to make purchases to such an extent, that when he stopped payment his 
engagements were found to amount to between 500,000/. and 600,000/. 
Other instances might be cited of parties without any capital at all, who, 
by dint of mere credit, were enabled, while the aspect of the market 
favoured their views, to make purchases to a veiy great extent. 

‘ And be it observed, that these speculations, involving enormous pur- 
chases on little or no capital, were carried on in 1839 find 1840, when tho 
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money m irket was in its most contracted state ; or when, according to 
modern phraseology, there was the greatest scarcity of money.* 

But although the great instrument of speculative pui chases is book 
credits, it cannot be contested that in speculative periods an increase 
does take place in the quantity both of bills of exchange and of bank 
notes. This increase, indeed, so far as bank notes are concerned, hardly 
ever takes place in the earliest stage of the speculations ; advances from 
bankers (as Mr. Tooke observes) not being applied for in order to pur- 
chase, but in order to hold on without selling when the usual term of 
credit has expired, and the high price which was calculated on has not 
arrived. But the tea speculators mentioned by Mr. Tooke could not 
have earned their speculations beyond the three months which are the 
usual term of credit m their trade, unless they had been able to obtain, 
advances from bankers, which, if the expectation of a rise of price had 
still continued, they probably could have done. 

Since, then, credit in the form of bank notes is a more potent instru- 
ment for raising prices than book credits, an unrestrained power of 
resorting to this instrument may contribute to prolong and heighten the 
speculative rise of prices, and hence to aggravate the subsequent recoil. 
But in what degree ? and what importance ought w^e to ascribe to this 
possibility? It may help us to form some judgment on this point, if we 
consider the proportion which the utmost increase of bank notes in a 
period of speculation bears, I do not say to the whole mass of ciedit in 
the country, but to the bills of exchange alone. The average amount of 
bills in existence at any one time is supposed considerably to exceed a 
hundred millions sterling * The bank note circulation of Great Britain 
and Ireland is less than thirty-five millions, and the increase in specu- 
lative periods at most two or three. And even this, as we have seen, 
hardly ever comes into play until that advanced period of the speculation 
at which the tide shows signs of turning, and the dealers generally are 
rather thinking of the means of fulfilling their existing engagements, than 

* The most approved estimate is that of Mr. Lealham, grounded on the official 
returns of bill stamps issued. The following are the results ; — 


Year. 

Bills created in Great Britain 
and Ireland, founded on 
returns of Bill Stamps 
issued from the Stamp Office. 

Average amount in ^ 
cirtulaiion at one time in 
each year 


356. *53-409 

;t 89 , 038 , 3 S 2 


383.659.585 

95.914,896 

1834 

, 379 . *55.052 

94,788,763 


405.403,051 

101,350,762 

J836 

485.943.473 

121,485,868 

Jf 37 

455,084,445 

113,771,111 

116,376,010 

1838 

465,504.041 

1839 

528,493,842 

132,123,460 


* Mr. Leatham,’ says Mr. Tooke, * gives the process by which, upon the data 
furnished by the returns of stamps, he arrives at these results ; and I am disposed 
to think that they are as near an approximation to the truth as the nature of the 
materials admits of ai^iving at.’ — Inquiry into the Currency Principle, p. 26. 









INFLUENCE OF CREDIT ON PRICES. 365 

meditating an extension of them : while the quantity of bills in existence 
is largely increased from the very commencement of the speculations. 

§ 6 It is well known that of late years, an artificial limitation of the 
issue of bank notes has been regarded by many political economists, and 
Ly a gieat portion of the public, as an expedient of supreme efficacy for 
preventing, and when it cannot prevent, for moderating, the fever of 
speculation ; and this opinion received <he recognition and sanction of 
the legislature by the Currency Act of 1844. At the point, however, 
which our inquiries have reached, although we have conceded to bank 
notes a greater power over pnees than is possessed by bills or book 
credits, we have not found reason to think that this superior efficacy has 
much share in producing the rise of prices which accompanies a period 
of speculation, nor consequently that any restraint applied to this one 
instrument, can be efficacious to the degree which is often supposed, in 
moderating either that rise, or the recoil which follows it. We shall be 
still less inclined to think so, when we consider that there is a fourth form 
of credit transactions, by cheques on bankers, and transfers in a bankei-’s 
books, which is exactly parallel m every respect to bank notes, giving 
equal facilities to an extension of credit, and capable of acting on prices 
quite as powerfully. In the words of Mr. Fullarton,* ‘there is not a 
single object at present attained through the agency of Bank of England 
notes, which might not be as effectually accomplished by each individual 
keeping an account with the bank, and transacting all his payments of 
five pounds and upwards by cheque.* ^ bank, instead of lending its 
notes to a merchant or dealer, might open an account with him, and 
credit the account with the sum it had agreed to advance : on an under- 
standing that he should not draw out that sum in any other mode than 
by drawing cheques against it in favour of those to whom he had occasion 
to make payments. These cheques might possibly even pass from hand 
to hand like bank notes ; more commonly, however, the receiver would 
pay them into the hands of his own banker, and when he wanted the 
money, would draw a fresh cheque against it : and hence an objector 
may suggest, that as the original cheque would very soon be presented 
for payment, when it must be paid either in notes or in com, notes or 
coin to an equal amount must be provided as the ultimate means of 
liquidation. It is not so, howwer. The person to whom the cheque is 
transferred, may perhaps deal with the same banker, and the cheque may 
return to the very bank on which it was drawn : this is very often the case 
in country districts ; if so, no payment will be called for, but a simple 
transfer in the banker’s books will settle the transaction. If the cheque is 
paid into a different bank, it will not be presented for payment, but 
•liquidated by set-off against other cheques ; and in a state of circum 
stances favourable to a general extension of banking credits, a banker 
who has granted more credit, and has therefore more cheques drawn on 
him, will also have more cheques on other bankers paid to him, and will 
only have to provide notes or cash for the payment of balances ; for 
which purpose the ordinary reserve of prudent bankers, one^third cf their 
liabilities, will abundantly suffice. Now, if he had granted the extension 
of credit by means of an issue of his own notes, he must equally have 
retained in coin the usual reserve : so that he can, as Mr. Fullarton says, 
give every facility of credit by what may be termed a cheque circulation, 
which he could give by a note circulation. 

* On the Regulation of Currencies, p. 4*^ 
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This extension of credit by entries in a banker’s books, has all th^ 
superior efficiency in acting on prices, which we ascribed to an extension 
by means of bank notes. As a bank note of 20/., paid to any one, gives 
him 20/. of purchasing-power based on credit, over and above whatever 
credit he had of his own, so does a cheque paid to him do the same ; for, 
although he may make no pui chase with the cheque itself, he deposits it 
with his banker, and can draw against it. As this act of drawing a cheque 
against another which has been exchanged and cancelled, can be repeated 
as often as a purchase with a bank note, it effects the same increase of 
purchasing power. The original loan, or credit given by the banker to 
his customer, is potentially multiplied as a means of purchase, in the 
nands of the successive persons to whom portions of the credit are paid 
away, just as the purchasing power of a bank note is multiplied by the 
number of persons through whose hands it passes before it is returned to 
the issuer. 

These considerations abate very much from the importance of any 
effect which can be produced in allaying the vicissitudes of commeice, by 
so superficial a contrivance as the one so much relied on of late, the le- 
striction of the issue of bank notes by an aitificial rule. An examination 
of all the consequences of that restriction, and a full estimate of the 
reasons for and against it, must be deferred until we ha\ e treated of the 
foreign exchanges, and the international movements of bullion. At 
present we are only concerned with the general theory of prices, of which 
the different influence of different kinds of credit is an essential part. 

§ 7. Some high authorities have claimed for bank notes, as compared 
with other modes of credit, a greater distinction in respect to influence on 
price than we have seen reason to allow ; a difference, not in degree, but 
in kind. They ground this distinction on the fact, that bank notes have 
the property, in common with metallic money, of finally closing the trans- 
actions in which they are employed ; while no other mode of paying one 
debt by transferring another has that privilege, but, on the contrary, all 
bills and cheoues, as well as all book-debts, aie from the first intended to 
be, and actually are, ultimately liquidated either m coin or m notes. The 
bank notes in circulation, jointly with the coin, are therefore, according to 
these authorities, the basis on which all the other expedients of credit 
rest ; and in proportion to the basis will be the superstructure ; insomuch 
that the quantity of bank notes detennmes that of all the other forais of 
credit. If bank notes are multiplied, there will, they seem to think, be 
more bills, more payments by cheque, and, I presume, more book credits ; 
and, by regulating and limiting the issue of bank notes, they, think that 
all other forms of credit are, by an indirect consequence, brought under 
a similar limitation. 1 believe I have stated the opinion of these 
authorities correctly, though I have nowhere seen the grounds of it set 
forth with such distinctness as to make me feel quite certain that I under- 
stand them. I can see no reason for the doctrine, that according as there 
are more or fewer bank notes, there will be more or less of other descrip- 
tions of credit If indeed we begin by assuming, as I suspect is tacitly 
done, that prices are regulated by coin and bank notes, the proposition 
maintained will certainly follow ; for, according as prices are higher or 
lower, the same purchases will give rise to bills, cheques, and book-credits 
of a larger ot a smaller amount But the premiss in this reasoning is the 
very proposition to be proved. Setting this assumption aside, I know not 
how the conclusion can be substantiated. The ciedit given to anyone by 
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^those with whom he deals, does not depend on the quantity of bank notes 
or coin in circulation at the time, but on their opinion of his solvency : if 
any consideration of a more general character enters into their calcula- 
tion, it is only in a time of pressure on the loan market, when they are 
rot certain of being themselves able to obtain the credit on which they 
hive been accustomed to rely ; and even then, what they look to is the 
general state of the loan market, and not*(preconceived theory apart) the 
auount of bank notes. So far, as to the willingness Xogive credit And 
the willingness of a dealer to use his credit, depends on his expectations 
of g^in, that is, on his opinion of the probable future price of his com- 
modny ; an opinion grounded either on the rise or fall already going on, 
or on i»is prospective ludgment respecting the supply and the rate of con- 
sumption. When a aealer extends his pui chases beyond his immediate 
means of payment, engaging to pay at a specified time, he does so in the 
expectation either that the transaction will have tenninated favourably 
before that time arrives, or that he shall then be in possession of sufficient 
funds from the proceeds of his other transactions. The fulfilment of these 
expectations depends upon prices, but not specially upon the amount of 
bpk notes. He may, doubtless, also ask himself, in case he should be 
disappointed in these expectations, to what quarter 'he can look for a 
temporary advance, to enable him, at the worst, to keep his engagements. 
But m the firs, place, this prospective reflection on the somewhat more or 
less of difficult^r which he may have in tiding over his embarrassments, 
seems too slender an inducement to be mych of ^ restraint in a period 
supposed to be Dne of rash adventure, and upon persons so confident of 
success as to involve themselves beyond their certain means of extrication. 
And further, I apprehend that their confidence of being helped out in the 
event of ill-fortuae, will mainly depend on their opinion of their own in- 
dividual credit, with, perhaps, some consideration, not of the quantity of 
the currency, bu^ of the general state of the loan market. They are 
aware that, in case of a commercial crisis, they shall have difficulty in 
obtaining advances. But if they thought it likely that a commercial 
crisis would occur before they had realized, they would not speculate If 
no great contraction of general credit occurs, they will feel no doubt of 
obtaining any advances which they absolutely require, provided the state 
of their own affairs at the lime affords in the estimation of lenders a 
sufficient prospect that those advances will be repaid. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

OF AN INCONVERTIBLE PAPER CURRENCY. 

§ I. After experience had shown that pieces of paper, of no intrinsic 
value, by merely bearing upon them the written profession of being equiva- 
lent to a certain number of francs, dollars, or pounds, could be made^ to 
circulate as such, and to produce all the benefit to the issuers which 
could have been produced by the coins which they purported to repre- 
sent, governments began to think that it would be a happy device if they 
could appropriate to themselves this benefit, free from the condition to 
which individuals issuing such paper substitutes for money were subject, of 
giving, when required, for the sign, the thing signified, tfhey determined 
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to try whether they could not emancipate themselves from this unpleasant | 
obligation, and make a piece of paper issued by them pass for a pound, 
by merely calling it a pound, and consenting to receive it m payment of 
the taxes. And such is the influence of almost all established govern- 
ments, that they have generally succeeded in attaining this object : 7 
believe I might say they have always succeeded for a time, and the power 
has only been lost to them aftet^ they had compromised it by the most 
flagrant abuse. 

In the case supposed, the functions of money are performed by a thing 
which derives its power of performing them solely from convention ; but 
convention is quite suflicient to confer the power ; since nothing more 
is needful to make a person accept anything as money, and even At any 
arbitrary value, than the persuasion that it will be taken from him on the 
same terms by others. The only question is, what determines thevalue of 
such a currency? since it cannot be, as in the case of gold and silver (or 
paper exchangeable for them at pleasure), the cost of production. 

We have seen, however, that even in the case of a metallic currency, 
the immediate agency in determining its value is its quant ty. If the 
quantity, instead of depending on the ordinary mercantile motives of profit 
and loss, could be arbitrarily fixed by authority, the value A^uld depend 
on the fiat of that authority, not on cost of production. The quantity of a 
paper currency not convertible into the metals at the option of the holder, 
be arbitrarily fixed ; especially if the issuer is the sovereign power of 
the state. The value, therefore,*^f such a currency, is entiiely arbitrary. 

Suppose that, in a country of which the currency is wholly metallic, a 
paper currency is suddenly issued, to the amount of half the metallic 
circulation : not by a banking establishment, or in the fom of loans, but 
by the government, in payment of salaries and purchase of commodities. 
The currency being suddenly increased by onc-half, all prices will rise, 
and among the rest, the prices of all things made of gold and silver. An 
ounce of manufactured gold will become more valuable .han an ounce o 
gold coin, by more than that customary difference which compensates for 
the value of the woikmanship ; and it will be profitable to melt the coin 
for the puipose of being manufactured, until as much has been taken from 
the currency by the subtraction of gold, as had been added to it by the 
issue of paper. Then prices will relapse to what they vere at first, and 
there will be nothing changed except that a paper currency has been 
substituted for half of the metallic currency which existed before. Suppose, 
now, a second emission of paper ; the same series cf effects will be 
renewed ; and so on, until the whole of the metallic money has 
disappeared : that is, if paper be issued of as low a denomination as 
the lowest coin ; if not, as much will remain, as convenience requires for 
the smaller payments. The addition made to the quantity of gold and 
silver disposable for ornamental purposes, will somewhat reduce, for a 
time, the value of the article ; and as long as this is the case, even though 
paper has been issued to the original amount of the metallic circulation, 
as much com will remain in circulation along with it, as will keep the 
value of the currency down to the reduced value of the metallic material : 
but the value having fallen below the cost of production, a stoppage or 
diminution of the supply from the mines will enable the surplus to be 
carried off by the ordinary agents of destruction, after which, the metals 
and the currency will recover their natural value. We are here supposing, 
as we have §uppo8ed throughoutj that the country has mines of its own, 
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and no commercial intercourse with other countries : for, in a country 
having foreign trade, the coin which is rendered superfluous by an issue of 
paper is carried off by a much prompter method. 

Up to this point, the effects of a paper currency are substantially the 
same, whether it is convertible into specie or not. It is when the metals 
have been completely superseded and driven from circulation, that the 
difference between convertible and inconvertible paper begins to be 
operative. When the gold or silver has all gone from circulation, and an 
equal quantity of paper has taken its place, suppose that a still further 
issue is superadded. The same senes of phenomena recommences : 
prices rise, among the rest the prices of gold and silver articles, and it 
becomes an object as before to procure com in order to convert it into 
bullion. There is no longer any coin in circulation ; but if the paper 
currency is convertible, com may still be obtained from the issuers, in 
exchange for notes. All additional notes, therefore, which are attempted 
to be forced into circulation after the metals have been completely 
superseded, will return upon the issuers in exchange for com ; and they 
will not be able to maintain in circulation such a quantity of convertible 
paper, as to sink its value below the metal which it represents. It is not 
so, however, with an inconvertible currency. To the increase of that (if 
permitted by law) there is no check. The issuers may add to it 
indefinitely, lowering its value and raising prices in proportion ; they may, 
in other words, depreciate the currency without limit. 

Such a power, in whomsoever vested, fs an intolerable evil. All varia- 
tions in the value of the circulating medium are mischievous : they disturb 
existing contracts and expectations, and the liability to such changes 
renders eveiy pecuniary engagement of long date entirely precarious. 
The person who buys for himself, or grants to another, an annuity of 100/., 
does not know whether it will be equivalent to 200/. or to 50/. a few years 
hence. Great as this evil would be if it depended only on accident, it 
is still greater when placed at the arbitrary disposal of a man or a body 
of men ; who may have any kind or degree of interest to be served by an 
artificial fluctuation m fortunes ; and who have at any rate a strong 
interest in issuing as much as possible, each issue being in itself a source 
of profit. Not to add, that the issuers may have, and in the case of a 
government paper, always have, a direct interest in lowering the value of 
the currency, because it is the medium in which their own debts are com- 
puted. 

§ 2. In order that the value of the currency may be secure from being 
altered by design, and may be as little as possible liable to fluctuation 
from accident, the articles least liable of all known commodities to vary in 
their value, the precious metals, have been made in all civilized countries 
the standard of value for the circulating medium ; and no paper cuirency 
ought to exist of which the value cannot be made to confoini to theirs. 
Nor has this fundamental maxim ever been entirely lost sight of, even by 
the governments which have most abused the power of creating incon- 
vertible paper. ^ If they have not (as they generally have) professed an 
intention of paying in specie at some indefinite future time, they have at 
least, by giving to their paper issues the names of their coins, made a 
virtual, though generally a false, profession of intending to keep them at 
a value corresponding to that of the coins. This is not impracticable, 
even with an inconvertible paper. There is not indeed the self-acting 
check which convertibility brings with it. But thft-e is a clear and 
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unequivocal indication by which to judge whether the currency is dcpre-* 1 
ciated, and to what extent. That indication is the price of the precious 
metals When holdeis of paper cannot demand coin to be converted into 
bullion, and when there is none left in circulation, bullion rises and falls 
in price like other things ; and if it is above the mint price, if an ounce of 
gold, which would be coined into the equivalent of 3/. 17^. is sold 

for 4/. or 5/. in paper, the value df the currency has sunk just that much 
below w'hat the value of a metallic currency would be. If, therefore, the 
issue of inconvertible paper were subjected to strict rules, one rule being 
that whenever bullion rose above the mint price, the issues should be con- 
tracted until the market price of bullion and the mint price were again in 
accordance, such a currency would not be subject to any of the evils 
usually deemed inherent in an inconvertible paper. 

But also such a system of currency would have no advantages sufficient 
to recommend it to adoption. An inconvertible currency, legulated by 
the price of bullion, would conform exactly, in all its variations, to a con- 
vertible one ; and the only advantage gained, would be that of exemption 
from the necessity of keeping any reserve of the precious metals ; which 
is not a very important consideration, especially as a government, so long 
as Its good faith is not suspected, needs not keep so large a reserve as 
private issuers, being not so liable to great and sudden demands, since 
there never can be any real doubt of its solvency. Against this small 
advantage is to be set, in the first place, the possibility of fraudulent 
tampering w ith the price of bullion for the sake of acting on the currency ; 
in the manner of the fictitious sales of corn, to influence the averages, so 
much and so justly complained of while the corn laws were in force But 
a still stronger consideration is the importance of adhering to a simple 
principle, intelligible to the most untaught capacity. Everybody can 
undei stand convertibility ; every one sees that what can be at any 
moment exchanged for five pounds, is worth five pounds. Regulation 
by the price of bullion is a more complex idea, and does not recommend 
itself through the same familiar associations. There would be nothing 
like the same confidence, by the public generally, in an inconvei tible cur- 
rency so regulated, as in a convertible one : and the most instructed 

E erson might reasonably doubt whether such a rule would be as likely to 
e inflexibly adhered to. The grounds of the rule not being so well 
understood by the public, opinion would probaljly not enforce it with as 
much rigidity, and, in any circumstances of difficulty, would be likely to 
turn against it ; while to the government itself a suspension of converti- 
bility would appear a much stronger and more extreme measure, than a 
relaxation of what might possibly be considered a somewhat artificial rule. 
There is therefore a great preponderance of reasons in favour of a con- 
vertible, in preferencoi to even the best regulated inconvertible currency. 
The temptation to oyer issue, in certain financial emergencies, is so strong, 
that nothing is admissible which can tend, in however slight a degree, to 
weaken the barriers that restrain it. 

§ 3. Although no doctrine in political economy rests upon more obvious 
grounds than the mischief of a paper currency not maintained at the same 
value with a metallic, either by convertibility, or by some principle of 
limitation equivalent to it ; and although, accordingly, this doctrine has, 
though not till after the discussions of many years, been tolerably effec- 
tually drummed into the public mind ; yet dissentients are still numerous, 
and projectors everySiow and then start up, with plans for curing all the 
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economical evils of society by means of unlimited issue of inconvertible 
paper. There is, in truth, a great charm in the idea. To be able to pay 
off the national debt, defray the expenses of government without taxation, 
and in fine, to make the fortunes of the whole community, is a brilliant 
prospect, when once a man is capable of believing that printing a few 
characters on bits of paper will do it. The philosopher’s stone could not 
be expected to do more. •' 

As these projects, however often slain, always resuscitate, it is not 
superfluous to examine one or two of the fallacies by which the schemers 
impose upon themselves. One of the commonest is, that a paper currency 
cannot be issued in excess so long as every note issued represents 
property, or has a foundation of actual property to rest on. These phrases, 
of representing and resting, seldom convey any distinct or well-defined 
idea : when they do, their meaning is no more than this— that the issuers 
of the paper must have property, either of their own, or entrusted to them, 
to the value of all the notes they issue ; though for w^hat purpose, does not 
very clearly appear ; for if the property cannot be claimed in exchange 
for the notes, it is difficult to divine in what manner its mere existence can 
serve to uphold their value. I presume, however, it is intended as a 
guarantee that the holders would be finally reimbursed, in case any un- 
toward event should cause the whole concern to be wound up. On this 
theory there have been many schemes for ‘ coming the whole land of the 
country into money ’ and the like. 

In so far as this notion has any conne«'^ion at all with reason, it seems to 
originate in confounding two tntircly distinct evils, to which a paper 
curiency is liable One is, the insolvency of the issuers ; which, if the 
paper is grounded on their credit— if it makes any promise of payment in 
cash, either on demand or at any future tune— of course deprives the 
paper of any value which it derives from that promise. To this evil 
paper credit is equally liable, however moderately used ; and against it, a 
proviso that all issues should be ‘ founded on property,’ as for instance 
that notes should only be issued on the security of some valuable thing 
expressly pledged for their redemption, would really be efficacious as a 
precaution. But the theory takes no account of another evil, which is 
incident to the notes of the most solvent firm, company, or government : 
that of being depreciated in value from being issued in excessive quantity. 
The assignats, during the French Revolution, were a model of a currency 
grounded on these principles. The assignats ‘ repiesented ’ an immense 
amount of highly valuable property, namely the lands of the crown, the 
church, the monasteries, and the emigrants ; amounting perhaps to half 
the territory of France. They weie, in fact, orders or assignments on this 
mass of land. The revolutionary government had the idea of ‘coining’ 
these lands into money ; but, to do them justice, thjpy did not originally 
contemplate the immense multiplication of issues to which they were 
eventually driven by the failure of all other financial resouices. They 
imagined that the assignats would come rapidly back to the issuers in 
exchange for land, and that they should be able to reissue them continually 
until the lands were all disposed of, without having at any time more than 
a very moderate quantity in circulation. Their hope was frustrated : the 
land did not sell so quickly as they expected ; buyers wcie not inclined to 
invest their money in possessions which were likely to be resumed without 
compensation if the Revolution succumbed : the bits of paper which 
represented land, becoming prodigiously multiplied, t:ould no more keep 
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up their value than the land itself would have done if it had all been 
brought to mjirket at once : and the result was, that it at last required an 
assignat of five hundred francs to pay for a cup of coffee. 

The example of the assignats has been said not to be conclusive, because 
an assignat only represented land in general, but not a definite quantity of 
land. To have pi evented their depreciation, the proper course, it is 
affirmed, would have been, to haiie made a valuation of all the confiscated 
property at its metallic value, and to have issued assignats up to, but not 
beyond, that limit ; giving to the holders a right to demand any piece of 
land, at its registered valuation, in exchange for assignats to the same 
amount. Theie can be no question about the superiority of this plan 
over the one actually adopted. Had this course been followed, the 
assignats could never have been depreciated to the inordinate degree 
they were ; for— as they would have retained all their purchasing power 
in relation to land, however much they might have fallen in respect to 
other things —before they had lost very much of their market value, they 
would probably have been brought in to be exchanged for land. It must 
be remembered, however, that their not being depreciated would pre- 
suppose that no greater number of them continued in circulation than 
would have circulated if they had been convertible into cash. However 
convenient, therefore, in a time of revolution, this currency convertible 
into land on demand might have been, as a contrivance for selling rapidly 
a great quantity of land with the least possible saciifice ; it is difficult to 
see what ad\antage it would havj, as the permanent system of a country, 
over a currency convcitible into coin : while it is not at all difficult to see 
what would be its disadvantages ; since land is far more vaiiable in value 
than gold and silver ; and besides, land, to most persons, being rather an 
incumbrance than a desirable possession, except to be converted into 
money, people would submit to a much greater depreciation before 
demanding land, than they will before demanding gold or silver.* 

§ 4 . One of the most transparent of the fallacies by which the principle 
of the convertibility of paper money has been assailed, is that which 
pervades a recent work by Mr. John Gray .t the author of the most 
ingenious, and least exceptionable plan of an inconvertible currency 
which 1 have happened to meet with. This writer has seized several of 
the leading doctrines of political economy with no ordinary grasp, and 
among others, the important one, that commodities are the leal market 
for commodities, and that Production is essentially the cause and 
measure of Demand. But this proposition, true in a state of baiter, he 
affirms to be false under a monetary system regulated by the precious 
metals, because if the aggregate of goods is increased faster than the 
aggregate of money, prices must fall, and all producers must be losers ; 

* Among the schonies of currency to which, strange to say, intelligent men 
have been found to give their sanction, one is as follows ; that the state .should 
receive in pledge or mortgage, any kind or amount of property, such as land, 
stock, etc , and should advance to the owners inconvertible paper money to the 
estimated value. Such a currency would not even have the recommendations of 
the imaginary assignats supposed in the text ; since those into whose hands the 
notes were paid by the persons who received them, could not return them to the 
Government, and demand in exchange land or stock which was only pledged, not 
alienated. There would be no reflux of such assignats as these, and iheir depre- 
ciation would be indefinite. 

t Lectures on the ^atnre and Use of Money. By John Gray, 
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now neither gold nor silver, nor any other valuable thing, ‘can by 
any possibility be increased ad hbituntydiS fast as all other valuable things 
put together / a limit, therefore, is arbitral ily set to the amount of 
pioduclion which can take place without loss to the producers : and on 
this foundation Mr. Gray accuses the existing system of rendering the 
produce of this country less by at least one hundred million pounds 
annually, than it would be under a currency which admitted of expansion 
in exact propoition to the increase of commodities. 

But, in the first place, \\hat hinders gold, or any other commodity 
whatever, from being ‘increased as fast as all other valuable things put 
together If the produce of the world, in all commodities taken 
together, should come to be doubled, what is to prevent the annual 
produce of gold from being doubled likewi«e ? for that is all that would be 
necessary, and not, (as might be infened from Mr. Gray’s language) that 
it should be doubled as many times over as there are other ‘ valuable 
things ’ to compare it with. Unless it can be proved that the production 
of bullion cannot be increased by the application of increased labour 
and capital, it is evident that the stimulus of an increased value of 
the commodity will have the same effect in extending the mining 
operations, as it is admitted to have in all other branches of production. 

But, secondly, even if the currency could not be inci eased at all, and 
if evciy addition to the aggregate produce of the country must necessarily 
be accompanied by a proportional diminution of general prices ; it is in- 
comprehensible how any person who has attended to the subject can fail 
to see that a fall of price, thus produced, is no loss to producers : they 
receive less money ; IduI the smaller amount goes exactly as far, in all cx- 

E enditure, whether pioductive or personal, as the larger quantity did 
efoic. The only difference would be m the increased burthen of fixed 
money payments; and of that (coming, as it would, veiy gradually) a very 
small portion would fall on the productive classes, who have rarely 
any debts of old standing, and who would suffer almost solely in the 
increased onerousness of their contribution to the taxes which pay 
the interest of the National Debt. I should not have thought it 
necessary to be thus particular in pointing out so obvious a blunder, if the 
work of Mr. Gray had not been very widely circulated, and if the writer 
were not apparently capable of better things than he has in this instance 
exhibited. 

§ 5. Another of the fallacies from which the advocates of an in- 
convertible currency derive support, is the notion that an increase of the 
currency quickens industry. This idea was set afloat by Hume, in his 
Essay on Money, and has had many devoted adherents since ; witness 
the Birmingham currency school of the present day, of whom Mr. 
Attwood was for a time the most conspicuous r^resentative. Mr. 
Attwood maintained that a rise of prices produced by an increase of paper 
currency, stimulates every producer to his utmost exertion, and brings all 
the capital and labour of the couniiy into complete employment ; and that 
this has invariably happened in all periods of rising prices, when the rise 
was on a sufficiently great scale. I presume, however, that the induce- 
ment which, according to Mr. Attwood, excited this unusual ardour in all 
persons engaged in production, must have been the expectation of 
getting more of commodities generally, more real wealth, in exchange for 
the produce of their labour, and not merely more pieces of paper. This 
expectation, however, must have been, by the very terms of the supposi* 
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tion, disappointed, since, all prices being supposed to rise equally, no on^ 
was really better paid for his goods than before. Those who agree with 
Mr. Attwood could only succeed in winning people on to these unwonted 
exertions, by a prolongation of what would in fact be a delusion ; contriv- 
ing matters so, that by a progressive rise of money prices, every producer 
shall always seem to be in the very act of obtaining an increabcd re- 
muneration which he never, in ^-eality, does obtain. It is unnecessary to 
advert to any^other of the objections to this plan, than that of its total im- 
practicability. It calculates on finding the whole world persisting for 
ever in the belief that more pieces of paper are more riches, and never dis- 
covering that, with all their paper, they cannot buy more of anything than 
they could before. No such mistake was made during any of the periods 
of high prices, on the experience of which this school lays so much stress. 
At the periods which Mr. Attwood mistook for times of prosperity, 
and which were simply (as all periods of high prices, under a convertible 
currency, must be) times of speculation, the speculators did not think they 
were growing nch because the high prices would last, but because they 
would not last, and because whoever contrived to realize while they did 
last, would find himself, after the recoil, in possession of a greater number 
of pounds sterling, without their having become of less value. If, at the 
close of the speculation, an issue of paper had been made, sufficient to 
keep prices up to the point which they attained when at the highest, no one 
would have been more disappointed than the speculators : since the gain 
which they thought to have rec\ped by realizing in time (at the expense of 
their competitors, who bought when they sold, and had to sell after the 
revulsion) would have faded away in their hands, and instead of it they 
would have got nothing except a few more paper tickets to count by. 

Hume’s version of the doctrine differed in a slight degree from Mr. 
Attwood’s. He thought that all commodities would not rise in price 
simultaneously, and that some persons therefore would obtain a real gain, 
by getting more money for what they had to sell, while the things which 
they wished to buy might not yet have risen. And those who would reap 
this gain would always be (he seems to think) the first comers. It seems 
obvious, however, that for every person who thus gains more than usual, 
there is necessarily some other person who gains less. The loser, if 
things took place as Hume supposes, would be the seller of the com- 
modities which are slov/est to rise ; who, by the supposition, parts with his 
goods at the old prices, to purchasers who have already benefited by the 
new. The seller has obtained for his commodity only the accustomed 
quantity of money, while there are already some things of which that 
money will no longer purchase as much as before. If, therefore, he knows 
what is going on, he will raise his price, and then the buyer will not have 
the gain, which is supposed to stimulate his industry. Ilut if, on the con- 
trary, the seller does not know the state of the case, and only discovers it 
when he finds, in laying his money out, that it does not go so far, he then 
obtains less than the ordinary remuneration for his labour and capital ; 
and if the other dealer’s industry is encouraged, it should seem that his 
must, from the opposite cause, be impaired. 

§ 6. There is no way in which a general and permanent rise of prices, 
or in other words, depreciation of money, can benefit anybody, except at 
the expense of somebody else. The substitution of paper for metallic 
currency is a national gam : and further increase of paper beyond this ^is 
but a form of robbery. 
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An issue of notes is a manifest gain to the issuers, who, until the notes 
are returned for payment, obtain the use of them as if they were a real 
capital : and so long as the notes are no permanent addition to the 
curiency, but merely supersede gold or silver to the same amount, the 
gam of the issuer is a loss to no one ; it is obtained by saving to the 
community the expense of the more costly mateiial. But if there is no 
gold or silver to be superseded — if the ftotes are added to the currency, 
instead of being substituted for the metallic part of it— all holders of 
currency lose, by the depieciation of its value, the exact equivalent of 
what the issuer gains. A tax is virtually levied on them for his benefit. 
It will be objected by some, that gams are also made by the producers 
and dealers who, by means of the increased issue, are accommodated 
with loans. Theirs, however, is not an additional gam, but a portion of 
that which is reaped by the issuer at the expense of all possessors of 
money. The profits arising from the contribution levied upon the public, 
he does not keep to himself, but divides with his customers. 

But besides the benefit reaped by the issuers, or by others through 
them, at the expense of the public generally, there is another unjust gain 
obtained by a larger class, namely by those who are under fixed pecuniaiy 
obligations. All such persons are freed, by a depreciation of the currency, 
from a portion of the burden of their debts or other engagements : in 
other words, part of the property of their creditors is gratuitously trans- 
ferred to them. On a superficial view it may be imagined that this is an 
advantage to industry ; since the productwe classes are great borrowers, 
and generally owe larger debts to the unproductive (if we include among 
the latter all persons not actually in business) than the unproductive 
classes owe to them ; especially if the national debt be included. It is 
only thus that a general rise of prices can be a source of benefit to pro- 
ducers and dealers ; by diminishing the pressure of their fixed burdens. 
And this might be accounted an advantage, if integrity and good faith 
were of no importance to the world, and to industry and commerce in 
particular. Not many, however, have been found to say that the currency 
ought to be depreciated on the simple ground of its being desirable to 
rob the national creditor and private creditors of a part of what is in their 
bond. The schemes which have tended that way have almost always 
had some appearance of special and circumstantial justification, such as 
the necessity of compensating for a prior injustice committed in the con- 
trary direction. 

§ 7. Thus in England, from 1819 to the present time, it has been per- 
tinaciously contended, that a large portion of the national debt, and a 
multitude of private debts still in existence, were contracted between 
1797 and 1819, when the Bank of England was exempted from giving 
cash for its notes ; and that it is grossly unjust to borrowers (that is, in 
the case of the national debt, to all tax-payers) that they should now be 
paying interest on the same nominal sums in a currency of full value, 
which were borrowed in d depreciated one. The depreciation, according 
to the views and objects of the particular wiiter, is represented to have 
averaged thirty, fifty, or even more than fifty per cent. ; and the con- 
clusion is, that either we ought to return to this depreciated currency, or 
to stiike off from the national debt, and from private debts of old stand- 
ing (such as mortgages), a percentage corresponding to the estimated 
amount of the depreciation. ^ 

To this doctrine, the following is the answer usually made. Granting 
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that, by returning to cash payments without lowering the standard, at! 
injustice was done to debtors, m holding them liable for the same amount 
of a currency enhanced in value, which they had borrowed while it was 
depreciated ; it is now too late to make reparation for this injury. The 
debtors and creditors of to-day are not the debtors and creditors of 1819 : 
the lapse of years has entirely altered the pecuniary relations of the 
community; and it being impossible now to ascertain the pailicular 
persons who were either benefited or injured, to attempt to retrace our 
steps would be not redressing a wrong, but superadding a second act of 
widespread injustice to the one already committed. This argument is 
certainly conclusive on the practical question ; but it places the honest 
conclusion on too narrow and too low a ground. It concedes that the 
measure of 1819, called Peel’s Bill, by which cash payments were lesumed 
at the original standard of 3/. ijs, loW/, was really the injustice it is said 
to be. This is an admission wholly opposed to the truth. Parliament 
had no alternative : it was absolutely bound to adhere to the acknow- 
ledged standard ; as may be shown on three distinct grounds, two of fact, 
and one of principle. 

The reasons of fact are these In the first place, it is not true that the 
debts, private or public, incurred during the Bank restnction, were con- 
tracted in a currency of lower value than that in which the interest is now 
paid. It is indeed true that the suspension of the obligation to pay in 
specie, did put it in the power of the Bank to depieciate the currency. 
It is true also that the Bknk really exercised that power, though to a far 
less extent than is often pretended ; since the difference between the 
market price of gold and the mint valuation, during the greater part of 
the interval, was very trifling, and when it was greatest, during the last 
five years of the war, did not much exceed thirty per cent. To the extent 
of that difference, the currency was depreciated, that is, its value was 
below that of the standard to which it professed to adhere. But the state 
of Europe at that time was such— there was so unusual an absorption of 
the precious metals by hoarding, and by the military chests of the vast 
armies which then desolated the Continent, that the value of the standard 
itself was very considerably raised : and the best authorities, among 
whom it is sufficient to name Mr. Tooke, have, after an elaborate inves- 
tigation, satisfied themselves that the difference between paper and 
bullion was not greater than the enhancement in value of gold itself, and 
that the paper, though depreciated relatively to the then value of gold, 
did not sink below the ordinary value, at other times, either of gold or of 
a convertible paper. If this be true (and the evidences of the fact are 
conclusively stated in Mr Tooke’s History of Prues) the foundation of 
the whole case against the fundholder and other creditors on the ground 
of depreciation is silbverted. 

But, secondly, even if the currency had really been lowered in value at 
each period of the Bank restriction, in the same degree in which it was 
depreciated in relation to its standard, we must remember that a part 
only of the national debt, or of other permanent engagements, was 
incurred during the Bank restriction. A large part had been conti acted 
before 1797 ; a still larger during the early years of the restriction, when 
the difference between paper and gold was yet small. To the holders of 
the former part, an injury was done, by paying the interest for twenty-two 
years in a deprecit^jed currency : those of the second, suffered an injury 
during the years m which the interest was paid in a currency more 
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depicciated than that in which the loans were contracted. To have 
resumed cash payments at a lower standard would have been to per- 
peluate the injury to these two classes of creditors, in order to avoid 
givimj an undue benefit to a third class, who had lent their money during 
the few years of greatest depreciation. As it is, there was an under- 
payment to one set of persons, and an overpayment to another. The 
late Mr. Mushet took the trouble to mhke an arithmetical comparison 
between the two amounts. He ascei tamed by calculation, that if an 
account had been made out in 1819, of what the fundholders had gained 
and lost by the variation of the paper currency from its standaid, they 
would have been found as a body to have been losers ; so that if any 
compensation was due on the ground of depreciation, it would not be 
from the fundholders collectively, but to them. 

Thus it is with the facts of the case. But these reasons of fact are not 
the strongest. Theie is a reason of piinciple, still more powerful. 
Suppose that, not a part of the debt merely, but the whole, had been 
contracted in a dcpieciated currency, depieciated not only in comparison 
with Its standard, but with its own value before and after ; and that we 
are now paying the interest of this debt in a ciiriency fifty or even a 
hundred per cent, more valuable than that in which it was contracted. 
What difference would this make m the obligation of paying it, if the 
condition that it should be so paid was part of the original compact ? 
Now this is not only truth, but less than the truth. The compact stipulated 
better teims for the fundholder than he has received. During the whole 
continuance of the Bank restriction, theie was a parliamentary pledge, by 
which the legislature was as much bound as any legislature is capable of 
binding itself, that cash payments should be resumed on the original 
footing, at fait best in six months after the conclusion of a general peace. 
This was therefore an actual condition of every loan ; and the terms of 
the loans were more favourable in consideration of it. Without some 
such stipulation, the government could not have expected to borrow 
unless on the terms on which men lend to the native princes of India. 
If It had been understood and avowed that, after borrowing the money, 
the standard at which it w’as computed might be permanently lowered, to 
any extent which to the ‘collective wisdom' of a legislature of borrow’ers 
might seem fit— who can say what rate of interest would have been a 
sufficient inducement to a person of common sense to risk his savings in 
such an adventure ? However much the fundholders had gained by the 
resumption of cash payments, the terms of the contract insured their 
giving ample value for it. They gave value for more than they received ; 
since cash payments were not resumed in six months, but in as many 
years, after the peace. So that waving all our arguments except the last, 
and conceding all the facts asserted on the other sid® of the question, the 
fundholders, instead of being unduly benefited, are the injured party ; and 
would have a claim to compensation, if such claims were not very properly 
barred by the impossibility of adjudication, and by the salutary general 
maxim of law and policy, ‘quod interest reipublicac ut sit finis litium.' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF EXCESS OF SUPPLY. 

§ I. After the elementary exposition of the theory of money contained 
in the last few chapters, we shall return to a question in the general 
theory of Value, which could not be satisfactorily discussed until the 
nature and operations of Money were in some measuie understood, 
because the errors against which we have to contend mainly originate in 
a misunderstanding of those operations. 

We have seen that the value of everything gravitates towards a certain 
medium point (which has been called the Natural Value), namely, that at 
which It exchanges for every other thing in the ratio of their cost of 
production. We have seen, too, that the actual or market value coincides, 
or nearly so, with the natural value, only on an average of years ; and is 
continually either rising above, or falling below it, from alterations in the 
demand, or casual fluctuations m the supply : but that these variations 
correct themselves, through the tendency of the supply to accommodate 
itself to the demand which exists for the commodity at its natural value. 
A general con\ergence thus results from the balance of opposite diver- 
gences. Dearth, or scarcity, on the one hand, and over-supply, or, in 
mercantile language, glut, on the other, aie incident to all commodities. 
In the first case, the commodity affords to the producers or sellers, while 
the deficiency lasts, an unusually high rate of profit : in the second, the 
supply being in excess of that for which a demand exists at such a value 
as will afford the ordinary profit, the sellers must be content with less, 
and must even, in extreme cases, submit to a loss. 

Because this phenomenon of over-supply and consequent inconvenience 
or loss to the producer or dealer, may exist in the case of any one 
commodity whatever, many persons, including some distinguished 
political economists, have thought that it may exist with regard to all 
commodities ; that there may be a general over production of wealth ; a 
supply of commodities in the aggregate, surpassing the demand ; and a 
consequent depressed condition of all classes of producers. Against this 
doctrine, of which Mr. Malthus and Dr. Chalmers in this country, and 
M. de Sismondi on the Continent, were the chijf apostles, I have already 
contended in the First Book ;* but it was not possible, in that stage of 
our inquiry, to enter into a complete examination of an error (as I 
conceive) essentially grounded on a misunderstanding of the phenomena 
of Value and Price. 

The doctrine appears to me to involve so much inconsistency in its very 
conception, that 1 feel considerable difficulty in giving any statement of 
it which shall be at once clear, and satisfactory to its supporters. They 
agree in maintaining that there may be, and sometimes is, an excess of 
productions in general beyond tho demand for them ; that when this 
happens, purchasers cannot be found at prices which will repay the cost 
of production with a profit ; that there endues a general depression of 
prices or values (they arc seldom accurate in discriminating between the 
two), so that pioducers, the more they produce, find themselves the 
poorer, instead of richer; and Dr. Chalmers accordingly inculcates on 
capitalists the practice of a moral restraint in reference to the pursuit of 

L Supra, pp. 567. 
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gain : while Sismondi deprecates machinery, and the various inventions 
which increase productive power. They both maintain that accumulation 
of capital may proceed too fast, not merely for the moral, but for the 
material interests of those who produce and accumulate ; and they enjoin 
the rich to guard against this evil by an ample unproductive consumption. 

§ 2. When these writers speak of the supply of commodities as out- 
running the demand, it is not clear which of the two elements of demand 
they have in view— the desire to possess, or the means of purchase ; 
whether their meaning is that there are, in such cases, more consumable 
products in existence than the public desires to consume, or merely more 
than it is able to pay for. In this uncertainty, it is necessary to examine 
both suppositions. 

First, let us suppose that the quantity of commodities produced is not 
greater than the community would be glad to consume : is it, in that 
case, possible that there should be a deficiency of demand for all com- 
modities, for want of the means of payment ? Those who think so cannot 
have considered what it is which constitutes the means of payment for 
commodities. It is simply, commodities. Each person’s means of pay- 
ing for the productions of other people consists of those which he himself 
possesses. All sellers are inevitably and ex vi termini buyers. Could we 
suddenly double the productive powers of the country, we should double 
the supply of commodities in every market, but we should, by the same 
stroke, double the purchasing power. Everybody would bring a double 
demand as well as supply : everybody would be able to buy twice as much, 
because everyone would have twice as much to offer in exchange. It is 
probable, indeed, that there would now be a superfluity of certain things. 
Although the community would willingly double its aggregate consump- 
tion, It may already have as much as it desires of some commodities, and 
it may prefer to do more than double its consumption of others, or to 
exercise its increased purchasing power on some new thing. If so, the 
supply will adapt itself accordingly, and the values of things will continue 
to conform to their cost of production. At any rate, it is a sheer absurdity 
that all things should fall in value, and that all producers should, in con- 
sequence, be insufficiently remunerated. If values remain the same, 
what becomes of prices is immaterial, since the remuneration of producers 
does not depend on how much money, but on how much of consumable 
articles, they obtain for their goods. Besides, money is a commodity ; 
and if all commodities are supposed to be doubled in quantity, we must 
suppose money to be doubled too, and then prices would no more fall 
than values would. 

§ 3. A general over supply, or excess of all commodities above the 
demand, so far as demand consists in means of payment, is thus shown to 
be an impossibility. But it may perhaps be supposed * that it is not the 
ability to purchase, but the desire to possess, that falls short, and that the 
general produce of industry may be greater than the community desires 
to consume— the part, at least, of the community which has an equivalent 
to give. It is evident enough, that produce makes a market for produce, 
and that there is wealth in the country with which to purchase all the 
wealth in the country ; but those who have the means, may not have the 
wants, and those who have the wants may be without the means. A 
portion, therefore, of the commodities produced, may be unable to find a 
market, from the absence of means in those who have ^e desire to con- 
sume, and the want of desire in those who have the means. 
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This is much the most plausible form of the doctrine, and does not| 
like that which we first examined, involve a contradidion. "J'here may 
easily be a greater quantity of any particular commodity than is desired 
by those who have the ability to purchase, and it is abstractedly conceiv- 
able that this might be the case with all commodities. Ihe enor is in 
not perceiving that although aV who have an equivalent to give, be 
fully provided with every consumable article which they desire, the fact 
that they go on adding to the production pioves that this n. not actually 
the case. Assume the most favourable hypothesis for the purpose, that 
of a limited community, every member of which possesses as much ot 
necessaries and of all known luxuries as he desires : and since it is not 
conceivable that persons whose wants were completely satisfied would 
labour and economize to obtain what they did not desire, suppose that a 
foreigner arrives, and produces an additional quantity of something ot 
which there was already enough. Here, it will be said, is over-produc- 
tion : true, I reply ; ovei -production of that particular article : the com- 
munity wanted no more of that, but it wanted son^lhing. 'Ihe old 
inhabitants, indeed, w'anted nothing ; but did not the foreigner himself 
want something.^ When he produced the superfluous arijcle, was he 
labouring without a motive? He has produced, but the wrong thing 
instead of the right. He w'anted, perhaps, food, and has pioduced 
w’atches, wnth which everybody w^as sufficiently supplied. The newcomer 
brought with him into the country a demand for commodities, equal to all 
that he could produce by his industry, and it w'as his business to see that 
the supply he brought should be suitable to that demand. If he could 
not produce something capable of exciting a new want or desire in the 
community, for the satisfaction of which some one w^ould grow more food 
and give it to him in exchange, he had the alternative of growing food for 
himself ; either on fresh land, if there was any unoccupied, or as a tenant, 
or partner, or servant, of some former occupier, willing to be partially 
relieved from labour. He has produced a thing not wanted, instead of 
what was wanted ; and he himself, perhaps, is not the kind of producer 
wffio IS wanted ; but there is no over production ; production is not exces- 
sive, but merely ill assorted. We saw before, that whoever bungs 
additional commodities to the maiket, brings an additional power of 
purchase ; we now see that he brings also an additional desire to con- 
sume ; since if he had not that desire, he would not have troubled himself 
to produce. Neither of the elements of demand, therefore, can be want- 
ing, when there is an additional supply ; though it is perfectly possible 
that the demand may be for one thing, and the supply may unfortunately 
cons'st of another. 

Driven to his Ijist retreat, an opponent may peihaps allege, that there 
are persons who produce and accumulate from mere habit ; not because 
they have any object in growing richer, or desiic to add in any respect 
to their consumption, but from vn inerticr. They continue producing 
because the machine is ready mounted, and save and le-invest their 
savings because they have nothing on which they care to expend them. 

I grant that this is possible, and in some few instances probably happens ; 
liut these do not in the smallest degiee aflfect our conclusion, h^or, what 
do these persons do with their savings ? They invest them pioductively ; 
that is, expend them in employing labour. In other words, having a pur- 
chasing power belonging to them, more tjian they know what to do with, 
they make over t\ie surplus of it for the geneial benefit of the labouring 
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class. Now, will that class also not know what to do with it ? Are we to 
suppose that they too have their wants perfectly satisfied, and go on 
labouring from mere habit Until this is the case ; until the working 
classes have also reached the point of satiety — there will be no want of 
demand for the produce of capital, however rapidly it may accumulate : 
since, if there is nothing else for it to do* it can always find employment 
in producing the necessaries or luxuries of the labouring class. And when 
they too had no further desire for necessaries or luxuries, they would take 
the benefit of any further inciease of wages by diminishing their work ; 
so that the over-production which then for the first lime would be possible 
in idea, could not even then take place in fact, for want of labourers. 
Thus, in whatever manner the question is looked at, even though we go 
to the extreme verge of possibility to invent a supposition favourable to it, 
the theory of general over-production implies an absurdity. 

§ 4. What then is it by which men w'ho have reflected much on 
economical phenomena, and have even contributed to throw new light 
upon them by original speculations, have been led to embrace so irrational 
a doctrine? I conceive them to have been deceived by a mistaken 
interpretation of certain mercantile facts. They imagined that the possi- 
bility of a general oversupply of commodities w^as pioved by experience. 
They believed that they saw this phenomenon in certain conditions of the 
markets, the true explanation of which is totally different. 

I have already described the state of the naarkets for commodities 
which accompanies what is termed a commercial crisis. At such times 
the^e is really an excess of all commodities above the money demand ; in 
other words, there is an under-supply of money. From the sudden 
annihilation of a great mass of credit, every one dislikes to part with 
ready money, and many are anxious to procure it at any sacrifice. 
Almost everybody therefore is a seller, and there are scarcely any 
buyers : so that there may really be, though only while the crisis lasts, 
an extreme depression of general prices, from what may be indiscrimin- 
ately called a glut of commodities or a dearth of money. But it is a great 
error to suppose, with Sismondi, that a commercial crisis is the effect of a 
general excess of production. It is simply the consequence of an excess 
of speculative purchases. It is not a gradual advent of low prices, 
but a sudden recoil from prices extravagantly high : its immediate cause 
is a contraction of ciedit, and the remedy is, not a diminution of supply, 
but the restoration of confidence. It is also evident that this temporary 
derangement of markets is an evil only because it is temporary. The lall 
being solely of money prices, if prices did not rise again no dealer would 
lose, since the smaller price would be worth as much to him as the larger 
price was before. In no manner does this phenomqpon answer to the 
description which these celebrated economists have given of the evil of 
over-production. That pennanent decline in the circumstances of pio- 
ducers, for want of markets, w^hich those writers contemplate, is a 
conception to which the nature of a commercial crisis gives no support. 

The other phenomenon from which the notion of a general excess of 
wealth and superfluity of accumulation seems to derive countenance, is 
one of a more permanent nature, namely, the fall of profits and interest 
which naturally takes place with the progress of population and produc- 
tion. The cause of this decline of profit is the increased cost of maintaining 
labour, which results from an increase of population and of the demand 
for food, outstripping the advance of agricultural improvement. This 
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important feature in the economical progress of nations will receive full 
consideralion and discussion in the succeeding Book * It is obviously a 
totally different thing from a want of market for commodities, though 
often confounded with it in the complaints of the producing and trading 
classes. The true interpretation of the modem or present state of industrial 
economy, is, that there is hardly any amount of business which may not 
be done, if people will be conienf to do it on small profits : and this, all 
active and intelligent persons in business perfectly well know : but even 
those who comply with the necessities of their time, grumble at what they 
comply with, and wish that there were less capital, or, as they express it, 
less competition, in order that there might be greater profits. Low profits, 
however, are a diffprent thing from deficiency of demand ; and the produc- 
tion and accumulation which merely reduce profits, cannot be called excess 
of supply or of production. What the phenomenon really is, and its 
effects and necessary limits, will be seen when we treat of that express 
subject. 

I know not of any economical facts, except the two I have specified, 
which can have given occasion to the opinion that a general over-produc- 
tion of commodities ever presented itself in actual experience. I am 
convinced that there is no fact m commercial affairs, which, in order to its 
explanation, stands in need of that chimerical supposition. 

The point is fundamental ; any difference of opinion on it involves 
ladically different conceptions of Political Economy, especially in its 
practical aspect. On the one view, we have only to consider how a suffi- 
cient production may be combined with the best possible distribution, but 
on the other there is a third thing to be considered— how a market can be 
created for produce, or how production can be limited to the capabilities 
of the market. Besides ; a theory so essentially self* contradictory cannot 
intrude itself without carrying confusion into the very heart of the subject, 
and making it impossible even to conceive with any distinctness many of 
the more complicated economical workings of society. This error has 
been, I conceive, fatal to the systems, as systems, of the three dis- 
tinguished economists to whom 1 before referred, Malthus, Chalmers, and 
Sismondi ; all of whom have admirably conceived and explained several 
of the elementary theorems of political economy, but this fatal miscon- 
ception has spread itself like a veil between them and the more difficult 
portions of the subject, not suffering one ray of light to penetrate. Still 
more is the same confused idea constantly crossing and bewildering the 
speculations of minds inferior to theirs. It is but justice to two eminent 
names, to call attention to the fact, that the merit of having placed this 
most important point in its true light, belongs principally, on the Con- 
tinent, to the judicious J. B. Say, and in this country to Mr. Mill ; who, 
(besides the conclusive exposition which he gave of the subject in his 
Elements of Political Economy), had set forth the correct doctrine with 
great force and clearness in an early pamphlet, called forth by a tem- 
porary controversy, and entitled, ‘ Commerce Defended the first of his 
writings which attained any celebrity, and which he prized more as having 
been his first introduction to the friendship of David Ricardo, the most 
valued and most intimate friendship of his life. 

• Infra, book iv. ch, 4. 



MEASURE OF VALUE. 


383 


CHAPTER XV. 

OF A MEASURE OF VALUE, 

§ I. There has been much discussion among political economists 
respecting a Measure of Value. An importance has been attached to the 
subject, greater than it deserved, and what has been written respecting it 
has contributed not a little to the reproach of logomachy, which is 
brought, with much exaggeration, but not altogether without ground, 
against the speculations of political economists. It is necessary however 
to touch upon the subject, if only to show how little there is to be said 
on it 

A Measure of Value, in the ordinary sense of the word measure, would 
mean, something, by comparison with which we may ascertain what is the 
value of any other thing. When we consider farther, that value itself is 
relative, and that two things are necessary to constitute it, independently 
of the third thing which is to measure it ; we may define a Measure of 
Value to be something, by comparing with which any two other things, we 
may infer their value m relation to one another. 

In this sense, any commodity will serve as a measure of value at a given 
time and place ; since we can always infer the proportion in which things 
exchange for one another, when we know the proportion in which each 
exchanges for any thud thing. To serve as a convenient measure of 
value is one of the functions of the com^jpodity ^elected as a medium of 
exchange. It is in that commodity that the values of all other things aie 
habitually estimated. We say that one thing is worth 2/., another 3/. ; 
and it is then known without express statement, that one is w’orth two- 
thirds of the other, or that the things exchange for one another in the 
proportion of 2 to 3. Money is a complete measure of their value. 

But the desideratum sought by political economists is not a measure of 
the value of things at the same time and place, but a measure of the value 
of the same thing at different times and places : something by comparison 
with which it may be known wdiether any given thing is of greater or less 
value now than a century ago, or in this country than in America or 
China. And for this also, money, or any other commodity, will serve 
quite as well as at the same time and place, prov ided we can obtain the 
same data ; provided we aie Ible to compare with the measuie not one 
commodity only, but the two or more which are necessary to the idea of 
value. If wheat is now 50J. the quarter, and a fat sheep the same, and if 
in the time of Henry the Second wheat was 2Cty., and a sheep loj, we 
know that a quaiter of wheat was then worth two sheep, and is now only 
worth one, and that the value therefore of a sheep, estimated in wheat, is 
twice as great as it was then ; quite independently of the value of money 
at the two periods, either in relation to those two articles (in respect to 
both of which we suppose it to have fallen), or to other commodities, in 
respect to which we need not make any supposition. 

What seems to be desired, however, by wTiters on the subject, is some 
means of ascertaining the value of a commodity by merely comparing it 
with the measure, without referring it specially to any other given commodity. 
They would wish to be able, from the mere fact that wheat is now 5Cb\ 
the quarter, and was formerly 20j., to decide whether wheat has vaiicd in 
Us value, and in what degiee, without selecting a second commodity, such 
as sheep, to compare it with ; because they are not dooirous of knowing 
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how much wheat has varied in value relatively to sheep, but how ttiuch it 
has varied relatively to things in general. 

The first obstacle arises from the necessary indefiniteness of the idea 
of general exchange value— value in relation not to some one commodity, 
but to commodities at large. Even if we knew exactly how much a 
quarter of wheat would have purchased at the earlier period, of every 
marketable article considered separately, and that it will now purchase 
more of some things and less of others, A\e should often find it impos- 
sible to say whether it had risen or fallen in relation to things in general. 
How much more impossible when we only know how it has varied in 
relation to the measure. To enable the money price of a thing at two 
dmcT^r.t periods to measure the quantity of things in general which it will 
exchange for, the same sum of money must correspond at both periods 
to the same quantity of things m general, that is, money must always have 
the same exchange value, the same geneial purchasing powder. Now, not 
only is this not true of money, or of any other commodity, but we cannot, 
even m mere hypothesis, suppose any state of circumstances in which it 
would be true. 

§ 2. A measure of exchange value, therefore, being impossible, writers 
have formed a notion of something, under the name of a measure of 
'•alue, which would be more properly termed a measure of cost of pro- 
duction. They ha\e imagined a commodity invariably produced by the 
same quantity of labour ; to which supposition it is necessary to add, that 
the fixed capital employed in the production must bear ahvays the same 
proportion to the wMges of the immediate labour, and must be always of 
the same durability . in short, the same capital must be advanced for the 
same length of time, so that the clement of value which consists of profits, 
as w’cll as that which consists of wages, may be unchangeable We 
should then have a commodity always produced under one and the same 
combination of all the circumstances w'hich affect permanent value Such 
a commodity w’ould be by no means constant in its exchange value ; for 
(even without reckoning the fluctuations arising from supply and demand) 
us exchange value would be altered by every change in the circumstances 
of production of the things against which it was exchanged But if there 
existed such a commodity, w'c should dciive this advantage from it, that 
whenever any other thing varied in relation to it, we should know that the 
cause of variation was not in it, but in the other thing. Il would thus be 
fitted to serve as a measure, not indeed of the value of other things, but 
of their cost of production. If a commodity acquired a greater permanent 
purchasing power in relation to the invariable commodity, its cost of pro- 
duction must have become greater ; and in the contiary case, less. This 
measure of cost, is what political economists have generally meant by a 
measure of value. % 

But a measure of cost, though perfectly conceivable, can no more exist 
in fact, than a measure of exchange value. There is no commodity which 
is invariable in its cost of production. Gold comes nearest to the idea ; 
but gold is liable to vary in cost of production, from the exhaustion of 
old mines, the discovery of new, and improvements in the mode of 
working. If we attempt to asceitain the changes in the cost of 
production of any commodity from the changes in its money price, the 
conclusion v^’ill require to be corrected by the best allowance we can 
make for the intermediate changes in the cost of the production of money 
iUel£ 



. MEASURE OF VALUE. 


38s 


Adam Smith fancied that there were two commodities peculiarly fitted 
to ser\ e as a measure of value : corn, and labour. Of com, he said that 
althoutjh Its value fluctuates much from year to year, it does not vary 
greatly from century to century. This we now know to be an error : corn 
tends to rise in cost of production with every increase of population, and 
to fall with every improvement in agriculture, either in the country itself, 
or m any foreign country from which it flraws a portion of its supplies. 
The supposed constancy of the cost of the production of corn depends on 
the maintenance of a complete equipoise between these antagonizing 
forces, an equipoise which, if ever realized, can only be accidental. With 
respect to labour as a measure of value, the language of Adam Smith is 
not uniform. He sometimes speaks of it as a good measure only for short 
periods, saying that the value of labour (or wages) does not \ary much 
from year to year, though it does from generation to generation. On 
other occasions he speaks as if labour were intrinsically the most proper 
measure of value, on the ground that one day’s ordmaiy muscular exertion 
of one man, may be looked upon as always, to him, the same amount of 
effort or saciifice. But this proposition, whether in itself admissible or 
not, discaids the idea of exchange value altogether, substituting a totally 
dififeient idea, more analogous to value in use. If a day’s labour will 
purchase in Ameiica twice as much of ordinary consumable articles as in 
England, it seems a vain subtlety to insist on saying that labour is of the 
same value in both countries, and that it is the value of the other things 
which IS dififeient. Labour, in this case, maybe eoi rectly said to be twice 
as valuable, both in the market and to the labourer himself, in America as 
in England. 

If the object were to obtain an approximate measure by which to 
estimate value in uae, perhaps nothing better could be chosen than one 
day’s subsistence of an average man, reckoned m the ordinary food 
consumed by the class of unskilled laboureis. If in America a pound of 
maize flour will support a labouring man for a day, a thing might be 
deemed moie or less valuable in proportion to the number of pounds of 
maize flour it exchanged for. If one thing, either by itself or by what it 
w'ould pui chase, could maintain a labouring man for a day, and another 
could maintain him for a week, theie would be some reason in saying that 
the one was worth, for ordinary human uses, seven times as much as the 
other. But this would not measure the worth of the thing to its possessor 
for his own purposes, which might be greater to any amount, though it 
could not be less, than the worth of the food w’hich the thing w^ould 
purchase. 

The idea of a Measure of Value must not be confounded w’ith the idea 
of the regulator, or determining piinciple, of value. When it is said by 
Ricardo and otheis, that the value of a tiling is regulated by quantity of 
labour, they do not mean the quantity of labour for which the thing wall 
exchange, but the quantity required for producing it. This, they mean to 
afifirm, detcimincs its value ; causes it to be of the value U is, «ind of no 
other. But when Adam Smith and Maltluis say that labour is a measure 
of value, they do not mean the labour by w'hich the thing was or can be 
made, but the quantity of labour which it will exchange for, or purchase ; 
in other words, the value of the thing, estimiited in labour. And they do 
not mean that this regulates the general exchange value of the thing, 
or has any effect in detennining w'hat that value shall be, but only 
;jscertains what it is, and wdiether and how much it vftries from time to 

13 



3S6 


EXCHAIUGB. 


time and from place to place. To confound these two ideas, would be 
much the same thing as to overlook the distinction between the ther- 
mometer and the fire. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

OF SOME PECULIAR CASES OF VALUE. 

§ I. The general laws of value, in all the more important cases of the 
interchange of commodities in the same country, have now been investi- 
gated. We examined, first, the case of monopoly, in which the value is 
determined by either a natural or an artificial limitation of quantity, that 
is, by demand and supply : secondly, the case of free competition, when 
the article can be produced in indefinite quantity at the same cost ; in 
which case the permanent value is determined by the cost of production, 
and only the fluctuations by supply and demand : thirdly, a mixed case, 
that of the articles which can be produced in indefinite quantity, but not 
at the same cost ; in \yhich case the permanent value is determined by the 
greatest cost which it is necessary to incur in order to obtain the required 
supply. And lastly, we have found that money itself is a commodity of the 
third class ; that its value, in a state of freedom, is governed by the same 
law^s as the values of other commodities of its class ; and that prices, 
therefore, follow the same laws as values. 

From this it appears that dem'and and supply govern the fluctuations of 
values and prices in all cases, and the pennanent values and prices of all 
things of which the supply is determined by any agency other than that 
of fice competition : but that, under the regime of competition, things are, 
on the average, exchanged for each other at such values, and sold at such 
prices, as afford equal expectation of advantage to all classes of producers ; 
which can only be when things exchange for one another in the ratio of 
their cost of production. 

It is now, however, necessaiy to take notice of certain cases, to 
which, from their peculiar nature, this law of exchange value is 
inapplicable. 

It sometimes happens that two different commodities have what may 
be termed a joint cost of production. They are both products of the 
same operation, or set of operations, and the outlay is incurred for the 
sake of both together, not part for one and part for the other. The same 
outlay would have to be incurred for either of the two, if the other were 
not wanted or used at all. There are not a few instances of commodities 
thus associated m their production. For example, coke and coal-gas 
are both produced from the same material, and by the same operation. 
In a more partial stnse, mutton and wool are an erample : beef, hides, 
and tallow : calves and dairy produce ; chickens anf' eggs. Cost of pro- 
duction can have nothing to do with deciding the valv^e of the associated 
commodities relatively to each other. It only decides their joint value. 
The gas and the coke together have to repay the expenses of their pro- 
duction, with the ordinary profit. To do this, a given quantity of gas, 
together with the coke which is the residuum of its manufacture, must 
exchange for other things in the ratio of their joint cost of production. 
But how much of the remuneration of the producer shall be derived from 
the coke, and how much from the gas, remains to be decided. Cost of 
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production does not determine their prices, but the sum of the prices. 
A principle is wanting to apportion the expenses of production between 
the two. 

Since cost of production here fails us, we must revert to a law of value 
antei lor to cost of production, and more fundamental, the law of demand 
and supply. The law is, that the demand for a commodity vanes with its 
value, and that the value adjusts itself so that the demand shall be equal 
to the supply. This supplies the principle of repartition which we arc in 
quest of. 

Suppose that a certain quantity of gas is produced and sold at a certain 
price, and that the residuum of coke is offcied at a puce which, together 
with that of the gas, repays the expenses with the ordinary rate of profit. 
Suppose, too, that at the price put upon the gas and coke lespectively, 
the whole of the gas finds an easy market, without either surplus or de- 
ficiency, but that purchasers cannot be found for all the coke correspond- 
ing to It. The coke will be offcied at a loner price in older to force a 
market. But this lower price, together with the pi ice of the gas, will not 
be remunerating ; the manufacture, as a whole, will not pay its expenses 
with the ordinary profit, and will not, on these tenns, continue to be 
carried on. The gas, therefore, must be sold at a higher price, to make 
up for the deficiency on the coke. The demand consequently contracting, 
the production will be somewhat reduced ; and prices will become 
stationary when, by the joint effect of the rise of gas and the fall of coke, 
so much less of the first is sold, and so 'much more of the second, that 
there is now a market for all the coke which results from the existing 
extent of the gas manufacture. 

Or suppose the reverse case ; that more coke is wanted at the present 
prices, than can be supplied by the operations required by the existing 
demand for gas. Coke, being now in deficiency, will rise in price. The 
whole operation will yield more than the usual rate of profit, and ad- 
ditional capital will be attracted to the manufacture. The unsatisfied 
demand for coke will be supplied ; but this cannot be done without in- 
creasing the supply of gas too ; and as the existing demand was fully 
supplied already, an increased quantity can only find a maikct by lower- 
ing the price. The result will be that the two together will yield the 
return required by their joint cost of production, but that moie of this 
return than before will be fumished by the coke, and less by the gas 
Equilibiium wall be attained when the demand for each article fits so well 
with the demand for the other, that the quantity required of each is 
exactly as much as is generated in producing the quantity required of the 
other. If there is any surplus or deficiency on either side ; if there is a 
demand for coke, and not a demand for all the gas produced along w ith 
it, or vice versa; the values and prices of the tw'o tlflngs will so readjust 
themselves that both shall find a market. 

When, therefore, two or more commodities have a joint cost of produc- 
tion, their natural values relatively to each other are those which will 
create a demand for each, in the ratio of the quantities in which they are 
sent forth by the productive process. This theorem is not in itself of any 
great importance ; but the illustration it affords of the law of demandj 
and of the mode in which, when cost of production fails to be applicable, 
that other principle steps in to supply the vacancy, is worthy of particular 
attention, as we shall find in the next chapter but one that something very 
similar takes place in cases of much greater moment. 
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§ 2. Another case of value which meiits attention, is that of the 
different kinds of a<^iicultiiral produce. This is rather a more complex 
question than the last, and requires that attention should be paid to a 
gi eater number of influencing circumstances. 

The case would piescnt nothing peculiar, if diffeient agncultural 
products AX ere either grown indiscriminately and with equal advantage on 
the same soils, or wholly on different soils. The difficulty arises from two 
things - fiist, that most soils are filter foi one kind of produce than 
another, without being absolutely unfit for any; and secondly, the lota- 
tion of Cl ops 

P'or simplicity, we will confine our supposition to tw^o kinds of agricul- 
tural prod-ace, for instance, wheat and oats If all soils w-cie c(iually 
adapted for w-hcat and for oats, both would be grow-n indisciiminately 
on all soils, and their lelative cost of production, being the same cvery- 
wheie, w’ould govern their relative value. If the same labour wdiu h glows 
three quarters of wheat on any given soil, would always giow on that soil 
five quartcis of oats, the thicc and the five quartcis would he of the 
same value. If, again, wfiicat and oats could not be grown on the same 
soil at all, the value of each would be determined by its peculiar cost of 
production on the least favoui able of the soils adapted for it which the 
e\isting demand required a recourse to. The fact, however, is that both 
wheat and oats can be grown on almost any soil which is tapalile of pro- 
ducing either - but some soils, such as the stiff clays, are better adapted 
for wheat, while others (the light sandy soils) aic moie suitable for oats. 
Theie may be some soils which will yield to the same quantity of labour 
only four quartcis of oats to three of wheat; others peihaps less than 
three of wheat to five quarters of oats Among these diveisities, what 
determines the 1 dative value of the two things.^ 

It IS evident that each gram will be cultivated m preference, on the soils 
which are better adapted for it than for the other ; and if the demand is 
supplied from these alone, the values of the two grains will have no rcfei- 
ence to one another. But when the demand for both is such as to require 
that each should he grown not only on the soils peciiliaily fitted for it, but 
on the medium soils w'lnch, without being specifically adapted to cither, 
arc about equally suited for both, the cost of pioductionon those medium 
soils will determine the relative value of the tw^o giains ; while the rent 
of the soils specifically adapted to each, will be legulated by their pro- 
ductive power, considered with refcicnce to that one alone to which they 
are peculiarly applicable. Thus far the question presents no difficulty, to 
anyone to whom the general j^rinciples of value are familiar. 

It may happen, however, that the demand for one of the two, as, for 
example wheat, may so outstrip the demand for the other, as not only to 
occupy the soils specially suited for wheat, but to engioss entirely those 
equally suitable to both, and even encroach upon those which are better 
adapted to oats. To cieate an inducement for this unequal apportion- 
ment of the cultivation, wheat must be relatively dearer, and oats cheaper, 
than according to the cost of their production on the medium land. 
Their relative value must be in proportion to the cost on that quality of 
land, whatever it may be, on which the comparative demand for the two 
grams requires that both of them should be grown. If, from the state of 
the demand, the two cultivations meet on land more favourable to one 
than to the other, that one w ill be cheaper and the other dearer, in rela- 
tion to each other and to things in general, than if the proportional 
demand were as we first supposed. 
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fiere, then, we obtain a fresh illustration, in a somewhat different 
hianner, of the operation of demand, not as an occasional distuiber of 
value, but as a permanent regulator of it, conjoined with, or supplementary 
to, cost of production. 

The case of lotation of crops does not require separate analysis, being 
a case of joint cost of pioduction, like that of gas and coke. If It wcie 
the practice to grow white and green crofis on all land m alternate yeais, 
the one being nccessaiy as much for the sake of the other as for its own 
sake ; the fai mer would derive his remuneration for tw'O years’ expenses 
from one white and one giecn ciop, and the prices of the two would so 
adjust themselves as to cieate a demand which would cairy off an equal 
number of white and of green ciops. 

Theic w'ould be little difficulty in finding other anomalous cases of 
value, w'hich it might be a useful exercise to lesolve but it is neither 
desirable nor possible, in a woik like the piesent, to enter more into 
details than is necessary for the elucidation of principles I now there- 
fore proceed to the only pait of the geneial theory of exchange which has 
not yet been touched upon, that of International Exchanges, or, to speak 
more generally, exchanges between distant places. 


CHAPTER XVIL 
OF international TRAlfE. 

§ I. The causes which occasion a commodity to be brought from a 
distance, instead of being produced, as convenience w'ould seem to 
dictate, as near as possible to the market wheie it is to be sold for con- 
sumption, arc usually conceived in a lather supeificial manner. Some 
things it is physically impossible to produce, except in particular circum- 
stances of heat, soil, water, or atmosphere l>ut there are many things 
which, though they could be produced at home without difficulty, and 111 
any quantity, are yet imported from a distance. The explanation which 
would be popularly gi\en of this w^ould be, that it is cheaper to impoit 
than to produce them ; and this is the tiuc reason. lUit this reason itself 
requires that a leason begnen for it. Of tw^o things produced in the 
same place, if one is cheaper than the other, the reason is that it can be 
produced with less labour and capital, or, in a w’ord, at less cost. Is this 
also the reason as betw^ecn things produced in dift'eient places^ Aie 
things never imported but from places where they can be produced with 
less laboui (or less of the other clement of cost, time) than in the place 
to which they are brought? Does the law^, that permanent value is pio- 
portioned to cost of production, hoki good between commodities jiio- 
duced in distant places, as it does between those produced in adjacent 
places ? 

We shall find that it docs not. A thing may sometimes be sold 
cheapest, by being produced in some other place than that at which it 
can be produced with the smallest amount of labour and abstinence. 
England might import corn from Poland, and pay for it in cloth, even 
though she had a decided advantage over Poland in the production of 
both the one and the other. England might send cottons to J^ortugal m 
exchange for wine, although Portugal might be able to produce cottons 
with a less amount of labour and capital than England ipould. 



390 


EXCHANGE, 


This could not happen between adjacent places. If the north bank ol 
the Thames possessed an advantage over the south tank in the production 
of shoes, no shoes would be produced on the south side ; the shoemakers 
would remove themselves and their capitals to the north bank, or would 
have established themselves there oiiginally; for, being competitors in 
the same maiket with those on the north side, they could not compensate 
themselves for their disadvantage at the expense of the consumer ; the 
amount of it would fall entirely on their profits ; and they would not long 
content themselves with a smaller profit, when, by simply crossing a river, 
they could increase it. But between distant places, and especially between 
different countries, profits may continue different ; because persons do not 
usually remove themselves or their capitals to a distant place, without a 
very strong motive. If capital moved to remote parts of the world as 
readily, and for as small an inducement, as it moves to another quarter 
of the same town ; if people would transport their manufactories to 
America or China whenever they could save a small percentage in their 
expenses by it ; profits would be alike all over the woild, and all things 
would be produced in the places where the same labour and capital would 
produce them in greatest quantity and of best quality. A tendency may, 
even now, be obseived tow aids such a state of things ; capital is becoming 
more and more cosmopolitan ; there is so much greater similarity of 
manners and institutions than formerly, and so much less alienation of 
feeling, among the more civilized countries, that both population and 
capital now move from ‘one of ‘those countries to another on much less 
temptation than heretofore. But there are still extraordinary differences, 
both of wages and of profits, oetween different parts of the woild. It 
needs but a small motive to tiansplant capital, or even persons, from 
Warwickshire to Yorkshire ; but a much gi cater to make them remove 
to India, the colonies, or Ireland. To France, Gcimany, or Switzerland, 
capital moves perhaps almost as readily as to the colonies ; the differ- 
ences of language and government being scarcely so great a hindrance 
as climate and distance. To countries still barbarous, or, like Russia or 
Turkey, only beginning to be civilized, capital will not migrate, unless 
under the inducement of a very great extra profit 

Between all distant places therefore in some degree, but especially 
between different countiies (whether under the same supreme government 
or not), thcic may exist great inequalities in the return to labour and 
capital, without causing them to move from one place to the other in such 
quantity as to level those inequalities. The capital belonging to a country 
will, to a great extent, remain in the country, even if there be no mode of 
employing it in which it would not be more productive elsewhere. Yet 
even a country thus circumstanced might, and piobably would, carry on 
trade with other countries. It would export articles of some sort, even to 
places which could make them with less labour than itself ; because those 
countries, supposing them to have an advantage over it in all productions, 
would have a greater advantage in some things than in others, and would 
find it their interest to import the articles in which their advantage was 
smallest, that they might employ more of their labour and capital on 
those in which it was greatest. 

§ 2. As I have said elsewhere* after Ricardo (the first who made any 
gieat step towards clearing up this subject) ‘it is not a difference in the 

* Essays on stime Unsettled Questions of Political Economy, Essay L 
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absolute cost of production which determines the interchange, 6ut a 
difference in the comparative cost. It may be to our advantage to procure 
iron from Sweden in exchange for cottons, even although the mines of 
England as well as her manufactories should be more productive than 
those of Sweden ; for if we have an advantage of one-half in cottons, and 
only an advantage of a quarter in iron, and could sell our cottons to 
Sweden at the price which Sweden must pay for them if she produced 
them herself, w^e should obtain our iron with an advantage of one*half, as 
well as our cottons. We may often, by trading with foreigners, obtain 
their commodities at a smaller expense of labour and capital than they 
cost to the foreigners themselves. The bargain is still advantageous to 
the foreigner, because the commodity which he receives in change, though 
it has cost us less, would have cost him more.* 

To illustrate the cases in which interchange of commodities will not, 
and those in which it will, take place between two countries, Mr. Mill, in 
his Elements of Political Economy,* makes the supposition, that Poland 
has an advantage over England in the production both of cloth and of 
corn. He first supposes the advantage to be of equal amount in both 
commodities ; the cloth and the corn, each of which required i.co days* 
labour in Poland, requiring each 150 days* labour in Pmgland. ‘ It would 
follow, that the cloth of 150 days* labour in England, if sent to Poland, 
would be equal to the cloth of ioo days* labour in Poland ; if exchanged 
for corn, therefore, it would exchange for the corn of only 100 days* labour. 
But the com of 100 days* labour in Poland, was supposed to be the same 
ciuantity with that of 150 days* labour in iSngland! With 150 days* labour 
in cloth, therefore, England would only get as much com in Poland as 
she could raise with 150 days* labour at home; and she would, in im- 
porting It, have the cost of carriage besides. In these circumstances no 
exchange would take place.* In this case the comparative costs of the 
two articles in England and in Poland were supposed to be the same, 
though the absolute costs were different ; on which supposition we see 
that there would be no labour saved to either country by confining its 
industry to one of the two productions, and importing the other. 

It IS otherwise when the comparative, and not nierely the absolute 
costs of the two articles are different in the two countries, ‘ If,* continues 
the same author, ‘ while the cloth produced with 100 days* labour in 
Poland was produced with 150 days* labour in England, the com which 
was produced in Poland with 100 days* labour could not be produced in 
England with less than 200 days* labour ; an adequate motive to exchange 
would immediately arise. With a quantity of cloth which England 
produced with 1 50 days* labour, she would be able to purchase as much 
corn in Poland as was there produced with 100 days* labour; but the 
quantity which was there produced with 100 days* labour, would be as 
great as the quantity pi oduced m England with 200* days* labour.* By 
importing corn, therefore, from Poland, and paying for it with cloth, 
England would obtain for 150 days* labour what would otherwise cost her 
200 ; being a saving of 50 days* labour on each repetition of the trans- 
action : and not merely a saving to England, but a saving absolutely ; 
for It is not obtained at the expense of Poland, who, with corn that costs 
her IOO days* labour, has purchased cloth which, if produced at home, 
would have cost her the same. Poland, therefore, on this supposition, 


* Third ed. p. 120. 
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loses nothing ; but also she derives no advantage from the trade, the 
imported cloth costing her as much as if it were made at home. To 
cnible Poland to gain anything by the interchange, something must be 
abated from the gam of England : the corn produced in Poland by loo 
days’ labour, must be able to purchase from England more cloth than 
Poland could produce by that amount of labour; more thcrefoie than 
England could produce by 150 yays’ labour, England thus obtaining the 
corn which would have cost her 200 days at a cost exceeding 150, though 
short of 200. England therefore no longer gains the whole of the labour 
which is saved to the two jointly by trading with one another. 

§ 3. From this exposition we perceive m what consists the benefit ot 
international exchange, or in other words, foreign commerce. Setting 
aside Its enabling countries to obtain commodities which they could not 
themselves produce at all, its advantage consists m a more efficient 
employment of the productive forces of the world. If two countries 
which trade together attempted, as far as was physically possible, to 
produce for themselves what they now import from one another, the 
labour and capital of the two countries would not be so productive, the 
two together would not obtain from their industry so great a quantity of 
commodities, as when each employs itself m producing, both for itself and 
for the other, the things in which its labour is relatively most efficient. 
The addition thus made to the produce of the two combined, constitutes 
the advantage of the trade. It is possible that one of the two countries 
may be altogether inferior to the other in productive capacities, and that 
its labour and capital could be employed to greatest advantage by being 
removed bodily to the other The labour and capital which have been 
sunk in rendering Holland habitable, would have produced a much 
greater return if transported to America or Ireland. The produce of the 
whole w'orld would be greater than it is, if everything w^eie produced 
w'here there is the greatest absolute facility for its production. But 
nations do not, at least in modern times, emigrate en inasse ; and while 
the labour and capital of a country remain in the country, they aie most 
beneficially employed in producing for foreign markets, as well as for its 
own, the things in which it lies under the least disadvantage, if there be 
none in which it possesses an advantage. 

§ 4. Before proceeding further, let us contrast this view of the benefits 
of international commerce with other theories which have prevailed, and 
which to a certain extent still prevail, on the same subject. 

According to the doctrine now stated, the only direct advantage of 
foreign commerce consists in the imports. A country obtains things 
which it either could not have produced at all, or which it must have 
produced at a greater expense of capital and labour than the cost of the 
things which it exports to pay for them. It thus obtains a moie ample 
supply of the commodities it wants, for the same labour and capital ; or 
the same supply, for less labour and capital, leaving the surplus disposable 
to produce other things. The vulgar theory disregards this benefit, and 
deems the advantage of commerce to reside m the exports : as if not 
what a country obtains, but what it parts with, by its foieign trade, w'as 
supposed to constitute the gain to it. An extended maiket for its 
produce — an abundant consumption for its goods — a vent for its surplus 
— are the phrases by which it has been customaiy to designate the uses 
and recommendations of commerce with foreign countries. This notion 
is intelligible, when we consider that the autliors and leaders of opinion 
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on mercantile questions have always hitherto been the selling class. It is 
in truth a surviving relic of the Mercantile Theoiy, according to which, 
money being the only wealth, selling, or in other words, exchanging 
goods for money, was (to countries without mines of their own) the only 
way of growing rich— and importation of goods, that is to say, parting 
with money, was so much subtracted from the benefit. 

The notion that money alone is wealth, has been long defunct, but it 
has left many of its progeny behind it ; and even its destroyer, Adam 
Smith, retained some opinions which it is impossible to trace to any other 
origin Adam Smith’s theory of the benefit of foreign trade, w'as that it 
afforded an outlet for the surplus produce of a country, and enabled a 
ps^rtion of the capital of the country to leplace itself with a profit. These 
expressions sngj^est ideas inconsistent with a clear conception of the 
phenomena. The expression, ‘suipliis produce,’ seems to imply that a 
country is under some kind of necessity of producing the corn or cloth 
which It exports ; so that the portion which it does not itself consume, if 
not wanted and consumed elsew’here, would cither be produced in sheer 
waste, or if it were not produced, the concsponding portion of capital 
would remain idle, and the mass of pioductions in the country would be 
diminished by so much. Either of these suppositions would be entiiely 
erroneous. The country produces an exportable article in excess of its 
own wants, from no inherent necessity, but as the cheapest mode of 
supplying Itself with other things. If prevented from exporting this 
surplus. It would cease to oroduce it, and vould* no longer import any- 
thing, being unable to give an equivalent ; but the labour and capital 
which had been employed in producing with a view to exportation, would 
find immediate employment in producing those desirable objects which 
were previously brought from abroad ; or, if some of them could not be 
produced, m producing substitutes for them. These articles would of 
course be produced at a greater cost than that of the things with which 
they had previously been purchased from foreign countries. But the 
value and price of the articles would rise in proportion ; and the capital 
would just as much be replaced, with the ordinary profit, from the returns, 
as it was when employed in producing for the foreign market. The only 
<oseis (after the tempoiary inconvenience of the change) w’ould be the 
"onsiimers of the heietofore imported articles ; who w^ould be obliged 
Either to do without them, consuming in lieu of them something which 
ihey did not like so well, or to pay a higher price for them than befoic 
Ihere is much misconception in the common notion of what commeice 
docs for a countiy. When commerce is spoken of as a souicc of national 
wealth, the imagination fixes itself upon the large fortunes acquiicd by 
mei chants, rather than upon the saving of price to consunicis. But the 
gams of meichants, when they enjoy no exclusive piivUcge, are no gieater 
than the profits obtained by the employment of capital in the country 
Itself If It be said that the capital now employed in foieign trade could 
not find employment in supplying the home market, I might reply, that 
this IS the fallacy of general over-production, discussed m a former 
chapter: but the thing is in this particular case too cMdent to require 
an appeal to any general theory. We not only see that the capital of the 
merchant would find employment, but we see wdiat employment. There 
would be employment cieated, equal to that w'hicli would be taken away. 
Exportation ceasing, importation to an equal value would cease also, and 
all that part of the income of the country w'hich had*been expended id 
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imported commodities, would be ready to expend itself on the same thingt^ 
produced at home, or on others instead of them. Commerce is virtually 
a mode of cheapening production ; and in all such cases the consumer is 
the person ultimately benefited ; the dealer, m the end, is sure to get his 
profit, whether the buyer obtains much or little for his money. This is 
said without prejudice to the ^effect (already touched upon, and to be 
hereafter fully discussed) which the cheapening of commodities may 
have in raising profits ; in the case i^hen the commodity cheapened, 
being one of those consumed by labourers, enters into the cost of labour, 
by which the rate of profits is determined. 

§ 5. Such, then, is the direct economical advantage of foreign trade. 
But there are, besides, indirect effects, which must be counted as benefits 
of a high order. One is, the tendency of every extension of the market 
to improve the processes of production. A country Avhich produces tor a 
larger market than its own, can introduce a moie extended division of 
labour, can make greater use of machinery, and is inoie likely to make 
inventions and improvements in the processes of production. Whatever 
causes a greater quantity of anything to be produced in the same place, 
tends to the general increase of the productive powers of the world.* 
There is another consideration, piincipally applicable to an early stage of 
industrial advancement. A people may be in a quiescent, indolent, un- 
cultivated state, with few wants and wishes, all their tastes being either 
fully satisfied or entirely undeveloped, and they may fail to put forth the 
whole of their productive enclgies for want of any sufficient object of 
desire. The opening of a foreign trade, by making them acquainted with 
new objects, or tempting them by the easier acquisition of things which 
they had not previously thought attainable, sometimes works a complete 
industrial revolution in a country whose resources were previously unde- 
veloped for want of energy and ambition in the people ; inducing those 
who were satisfied with scanty comforts and little work, to work harder 
for the gratification of their new tastes, and even to save, and accumulate 
capital, for the still more complete satisfaction of those tastes at a future 
time. 

But the economical advantages of commerce are surpassed in import- 
ance by those of its effects which aie intellectual and moral. It is haidly 
possible to overrate the value, for the improvement of human beings, of 
things which bring them into contact with persons dissimilar to them- 
selves, and with modes of thought and action unlike those with which 
they are familiar. Commerce is now, what war once was, the principal 
source of this contact. Commercial adventurers from more advanced 
countries have generally been the first civilizers of barbarians. And 
commerce is the purpose of the far greater part of the communication 
which takes place" between civilized nations. Such communication has 
always been, and is peculiarly in the present age, one of the primary 
sources of progress. To a being like man, who, (as hitherto educated,) 
can scarcely cultivate even a good quality without running it into a fault, 
it IS indispensable to be peipctually companng his own notions and 
customs with the experience and example of persons in different circum- 
stances from himself: and there is no nation which does not need to 
borrow from others, not merely particular arts or practices, but essential 
points of character in which its own type is inferior. Finally, commerce 

* Vide supra, book i. chap. ix. § i. 
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first taught nations to see with good will the wealth and prosperity of one 
another. Before, the patriot wished all countries weak, poor, and ill- 
governed, but his own : he now sees in their wealth and progress a direct 
source of wealth and progress to his own country. It was in vain to 
inculcate feelings of brotherhood among mankind by moral influences 
alone, unless a sense of community of inteiest could also be established : 
and that sense we owe to commerce. It is commerce which is rapidly 
rendering war obsolete, by strengthening and multiplying the personal 
interests which are in natural opposition to it. And since war is now 
almost the only event, not highly improbable, which could throw back for 
any length of time the progress of human improvement, it may be said 
without cxaggeiation that the great extent and rapid increase of inter- 
national trade, in being the principal guarantee of the peace of the 
woild, is the great permanent security for the uninteirupted progress 
of the ideas, the institutions, and the character of the human race. 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

OF INTERNATIONAL VALUES. 

§ I. The values of commodities produced at the same place, or in 
places sufficiently adjacent for capital to •move freely between them— let 
us say, for simplicity, of commodities produced in the same country — 
depend (temporary fluctuations apart) upon their cost of production. 13ut 
the value of a commodity brought from a distant place, especially from a 
foreign country, does not depend on its cost of production in the place 
from whence it comes. On what, then, does it depend ? The value of a 
thing in any place, depends on the cost of its acquisition in that place ; 
which, in the case of an imported article, means the cost of production of 
the thing which is exported to pay for it. 

Since all trade is in reality barter, money being a mere instrument for 
exchanging things against one another, we will, for simplicity, begin by 
supposing the international trade to be in form, what it always is in 
reality, an actual trucking of one commodity against another. As far as 
we have hitherto proceeded, we have found all the laws of interchange to 
be essentially the same, whether money is used or not ; money ne\ cr 
governing, but always obeying, those general laws. 

If, then England imports wine from Spain, giving for every pipe of 
wine a bale of cloth, the exchange- value of a pipe of wine in England 
will not depend upon what the pioduction of the wine may ha\e cost in 
Portugal, but upon what the production of the cloth has cost in England. 
Though the wine may have cost in Portugal the equivalent of only ten 
days’ labour, yet, if the cloth cost in England twenty days’ labour, the wine, 
when brought to England, will exchange for the produce of twenty days’ 
English labour plus the cost of carriage, including the usual profit on the 
importeris capital during the time it is locked up and withheld from other 
employment 

'i he value, then, in any country, of a foreign commodity, depends on 
the quantity of home produce which must be given to the foreign country 
in exchange for it In other words, the values of foreign commodities 
depend on the terms of international exchange. Whftt, then, do these 



EXCHANGE. 


396 

depend upon ? What is it, which, in the case supposed, causes a pipe of 
wine from Spain to be exchanged with England for exactly that quantity 
of cloth? We have seen that it is not their cost of production. If the 
cloth and the wine w'crc both made in Spain, they would exchange at 
their cost of production in Spain ; if they were both made in England, 
they would exchange at their cost of production in England : but all the 
cloth being made in England, and all the wine in Spam, they are in 
circumstances to which we have already determined that the law of cost 
of production is not applicable. We must accordingly, as we have done 
before in a similar embarrassment, fall back upon an antecedent law, 
that of supply and demand : and in this w^e shall again find the solution 
of our difficulty. 

I ha\e entered into this question vciy fully in a separate Essay, already 
once referred to ; and a lepetition of part of the exposition then given, 
wall answer our purpose better than an alteration merely made for alteia- 
tion’s sake. I must give notice that w'e are now in the region of the most 
complicated questions which political economy affords ; that the subject 
IS one winch cannot possibly be made elementary ; and that a more 
continuous effort of attention than has yet been required, will be neces- 
sary to follow the series of deductions. The thread, how'cver, which we 
are about to take in hand, is in itself veiy simple and manageable ; the 
only difficulty is in following it through the windings and entanglements 
of complex international transactions. 

§2 ‘When the trade is es;ablished between the tw'O countiies, the 
tw’o commodities will exchange for each other at the same rate of inter- 
change in both countiies—bcitmg the cost of carnage, of wdiicli, for the 
piesent, it will be more convenient to omit the consitleiation Supposing, 
therefoie, for the sake of argument, that the carriage of the commodities 
fiom one country to the other could be effected without l.ibotir and 
without cost, no sooner w'ould the trade be opened th.in the value of the 
two commodities, estimated in each other, would come to a level in both 
countries 

‘ Suppose that 10 yaids of broadcloth cost m ICngland as much labour 
as 15 yaids of linen, and in (Germany as much as 20’ In common with 
most of my predecessors, I find it advisable, in these intricate investiga- 
tions, to give distinctness and fixity to the conception by numerical 
examples. These examples must sometimes, as in the present case, be 
purely supposititious. I should have gieally preferred real ones ; but all 
that is essential is, that the numbeis should be such as admit of being 
easily followed thiough the subsequent combinations into which they 
enter 

This supposition then being made, it would be the interest of England 
to import linen from Germany, and of Germany to import cloth from 
England. ‘When each country produced both commodities for itself, 
10 yards of cloth exchanged for 15 yards of linen in England, and for 20 
in Germany. They will now exchange for the same number of yards of 
linen m both. For what number? If for 15 yards, England will be just 
as she was, and Germany will gain all. If for 20 yards, Germany will be 
as before, and England will derive the whole of the benefit. If for any 
number intermediate between 15 and 20, the advantage will be shaied 
between the two countries. If, for example, 10 yards of cloth exchange 
for 18 of linen, England will gain an advantage of 3 yards on every 15, 
Gerrnany will save 2 out of every 20. The problem is, what are the 
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causes which determine the proportion in which the cloth of England 
and the linen of Germany will exchange for each other ? 

‘As exchange value, in this case as in every other, is proverbially 
fluctuating, It does not matter what we suppose it to be w-hon we begin : 
we shpll soon see whether thcic be any fixed point about w^hicli it oscil- 
lates, which it has a tendency always to approach to, and to remain at. 
Let us suppose, then, that by the eflfecti of what Adam Smith calls the 
higgling of the market, lo yards of cloth, in both countries, exchange for 
17 yards of linen. 

‘ The demand for a commodity, that is, the quantity of it which can 
find a purchaser, vanes, as we have before remaiked, accoiding to the 
puce. In Germany the price of 10 yards of cloth is now 17 yards of 
linen ; or whatc\cr quantity of money is equivalent m Germany to 17 
yards of linen. Now, that being the price, there is some particular 
number of yards of cloth, which will be in demand, or will find purchasers, 
at that price. There is some given quantity of cloth, more than which 
could not be disposed of at that pi ice; less than which, at that price, 
w’ould not fully satisfy the demand. Let us suppose this quantity to be 
icoo times 10 yards. 

‘Let us now turn our attention lo England. There, the price of 17 
yards of linen is 10 yards of cloth, or whatever quantity of money is 
equivalent m England lo 10 yards of cloth. There is some particular 
number of yards of linen which, at that price, will exactly satisfy the 
demand, and no more. Let us suppose that ^iis number is 1000 times 
17 yards. 

‘As 17 yaids of linen are to 10 yards of cloth, so are 1000 times 17 
yaids to 1000 times 10 yards. At the existing exchange Vtilue, the linen 
which England requires wall exactly pay for the quantity of cloth which, 
on the same terms of interchange, Gennany lequircs. The demand on 
eac h side is precisely sufficient to carry off the siqiply on the other. The 
conditions required by the principle of demand and supply arc fulfilled, 
and the tw'o commodities wall continue lo be interchanged, as we sup- 
posed them to be, m the latio of 17 yards of linen for 10 yards of cloth. 

‘ But our suppositions might have been different Suppose that, at the 
assumed rate of mtei change, England had been disposed to consume no 
gi cater quantity of linen than 800 times 17 yards : it is e\idcnt that, at 
the rate supposed, this w^ould not ha\c sufficed to pay for 1000 times 10 
yards of cloth which we have supposed Gcimany to icqiiiie at the assumed 
value. Gcimany w'ould be able to piocuie no moic than Sex) times ic 
yaids at that price. To procure the remaining 2CX), which she would have 
no means of doing but by bidding higher for them, she w^ould offer more 
than 17 yards of linen in exchange for 10 yaids of cloth let us suppose 
her to offer 18 At that pnee, pcihaps, England w'ould be inclined to 
purchase a greater quantity of linen. She would 'consume, possibly, at 
that price, 900 times 18 yards. On the other hand, cloth haMng risen in 
price, the demand of Germany for it would probably ha\e diminished. 
If, instead of 1000 limes to yards, she is now contented with 900 times 
10 yards, these wall exactly pay for the 900 times iS >aids of linen w'hich 
England is willing to take at the altered price : the demand on each side 
will again exactly suffice to lake off the corresponding supply ; and 10 
yards for 18 will be the rate at which, m both countiies, cloth will exchange 
for linen. 

‘ The converse of all this ^vould have happened, if^instead of 800 time» 
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17 yards, we had supposed that England, at the rate of 10 for 17, would 
have taken 1200 times 17 yards of linen. In this case, it is England 
whose demand is not fully supplied ; it is England who, by bidding for 
more linen, will alter the rate of interchange to her own disadvantage ; 
and 10 yards of cloth will fall, m both countries, below the value of 17 
yards of linen. By this fall of cloth, or what is the same thing, tliis rise 
of linen, the demand of Germany for cloth will increase, and the demand 
of England for linen will dimmish, till the rate of interchange has so 
adjusted itself that the cloth and the linen will exactly pay for one another ; 
and when once this point is attained, values will remain without further 
alteration. 

‘It may be considered, therefoie, as established, that when two countries 
trade together in two commodities, the exchange value of these com- 
modities relatively to each other will adjust itself to the inclinations and 
circumstances of the consumers on both sides, in such manner that the 
quantities requiied by each country, of the articles which it imports from 
its neighbour, shall be exactly sufficient to pay for one another. As the 
inclinations and circumstances of the consumers cannot he reduced to any 
rule, so neither can the proportions in which the two commodities will be 
interchanged. We know that the limits within which the variation is con- 
fined, are the ratio between their costs of production in the one countiy, 
and the ratio between their costs of production in the other. Ten yards 
of cloth cannot exchange for more than 20 yards of linen, nor for less than 
1 5, But they may exchange for any intermediate number. The ratios, 
therefore, in which the advantage of the trade may be divided between 
the tw^o nations, are various. The circumstances on which the piopor- 
tionate share of each country more lemotely depends, admit only of a very 
general indication. 

‘ It is even possible to conceive an extreme case, in which the whole of 
the advantage resulting from the interchange w'ould be leaped by one 
party, the other country gaining nothing at all. There is no absurdity in 
the hypothesis that, of some given commodity, a certain quantity is all 
that is w'anted at any price ; and that, when that quantity is obtained, no 
fall in the exchange value would induce other consumers to comeforw^aid, 
or those who are already supplied, to take more. Let us suppose that 
this is the case in Germany with cloth. Before her trade with England 
commenced, when 10 yards of cloth cost her as much labour as 20 yards 
of linen, she nevertheless consumed as much cloth as she wanted under 
any circumstances, and, if she could obtain it at the rate of 10 yards of 
cloth for 1 5 of linen, she would not consume more. Let this fixed quantity 
be 1000 times 10 yards. At the rate, however, of 10 for 20, England 
would want more linen than would be equivalent to this quantity of cloth. 
She would, consequently, offer a higher value for linen ; or, what is the 
same thing, she would offer her cloth at a cheaper rate. But, as by no 
lowering of the value could she prevail on Germany to take a greater 
quantity of cloth, there would be no limit to the rise of linen or fall of cloth, 
until the demand of England for linen was reduced by the rise of its value, 
to the quantity which 1000 times lo yards of cloth would purchase. It 
might be, that to produce this diminution of the demand a less fall would 
not suffice than that which would make 10 yards of cloth exchange for 15 
of linen. Germany would then gam the whole of the advantage, and 
England would be exactly as she was before the trade commenced. It 
would be for the inte^pst, however, of Germany herself to keep her linen a 
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little below the value at which it could be produced in England, in order 
to keep herself from being supplanted by the home pioducer. England, 
therefo-e, would always benefit in some degree by the existence of the 
trade, tlough it might be in a very trifling one.’ 

In thii statement, I conceive, is contained the principle of International 
Values ; which it only remains to follow into its applications. 1 have, as 
is indispensable in such abstract and hypothetical cases, supposed the 
circumstances to be much less complex than they really are : in the first 
place, by suppressing the cost of carriage : next, by supposing that there 
are only two countries trading together ; and lastly, that they trade only 
in two commodities. To complete the exposition, it is necessary to 
restore the various circumstances thus temporarily left out to simplify the 
argument. Those who are accustomed to any kind of scientific investiga- 
tion will probably see, without forma.1 proof, that the introduction of these 
circuraslances cannot alter the theory of the subject. Trade among any 
number of countries, and in any number of commodities, must take place 
on the same essential principles as trade between two countries and in 
two commodities. Introducing a greater number of agents precisely 
sira.lar, cannot change the law of their action, no more than putting 
additional weights into the two scales of a balance alters the law of 
giavitation It alters nothing but the numerical results. For more com- 
plete satisfaction, however, w'e will enter into the complex rases with the 
same particularity with wdiich \ve have stated the simpler one. 

§ 3. First, let us introduce the element of co^t of carriage. The chief 
difference will then be, that the cloth and the linen null no longer 
exchange for each other at precisely the same rate in both countiies. 
Linen, having to be earned to England, will be dearer there by its cost 
of carnage ; and cloth will be deaier in Germany by the cost of carrying 
it from England. Linen, estimated in cloth, will be dearer in England 
than in Germany, by the cost of carriage of both articles : and so will 
cloth in Germany, estimated in linen. Suppose that the cost of carriage 
of each is equivalent to one yard of linen ; and suppose that, if they 
could have been carried without cost, the terms of interchange would 
have been 10 yards of cloth for 17 of linen. It seems at fust that each 
countiy will pay its own cost of carnage ; that is, the carriage of the 
article it imports ; that in Germany 10 yards of cloth w ill exchange for 18 of 
linen, namely, the original 17, and i to cover the cost of carriage of the cloth ; 
while in England, 10 yaids of cloth will only purchase 16 of linen, i yard 
being deducted for the cost of carriage of the linen. This, ho\ve\cr, can- 
not be affirmed with certainty ; it wall only be true, if the linen which the 
English consumers would take at the price of 10 for 16, exactly pays for 
the cloth which the German consumers would take at 10 for 18. The 
values must be those, whatever they aie, which wull establish this equili- 
brium. No absolute rule, therefore, can be laid down for the dn ision of 
the cost, no more than for the division of the ad^\'lntage : and it does not 
follow that in whatever ratio the one is divided, the other will be dixidcd 
in the same. It is impossible to say, if the cost of can lage could be 
annihilated, whether the producing or the importing country would be 
most benefited. All would depend on the play of international demand. 

Cost of carriage has one 'effect more. Fut for it, every commodity 
would (if trade be supposed free) be either regulaily imported or regularly 
exported. A country would make nothing for itself which it did not also 
make for other countries. But in consequence of cyst of carriage there 
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are many thing?, especially bulky articles, which every, or almost every 
country produces within itself. After exporting the things in which it can 
employ itself most advantageously, and importing those in which it is 
under the greatest disadvantage, there are many lying between, of which 
the relative cost of production in that and m other countries diffeis so 
little, that the cost of carnage would absorb more than the whole sa\ ing 
in cost of production which would be obtained by importing one and 
expoiting another This is the case with numeious commodities of 
common consumption ; including the coaiser qualities of many aiticles of 
food and manufacture, of which the finer kinds arc the subject of exten- 
si\e international traffic. 

§ 4 Let us now intioduce a greater number of commodities than the 
two we have hitherto supposed Let cloth and linen, however, be still the 
articles of which the comparative qost of production m England and in 
Germany differs the most , so that if they were confined to twe com- 
modities, these would be the tw’o which it would be most their interest to 
exchange. We w'lll now again omit cost of carnage, which, having been 
shown not to affect the essentials of the question, does but embairass 
unnecessarily the statement of it. Let us suppose, then, that the denand 
of England for linen is either so much greater than that of Gcimany for 
cloth, or so much moie extensible by cheapness, that if England had no 
commodity but cloth which Germany w^ould take, the demand of England 
would foice up the terms of interchange to lo yards of cloth for only li 
of linen, so that England^ would ^gain only the diftercnce betvveen 15 and 
16, Germany the diffcicnce between 16 and 20 Hut let us now suppose 
that England has a’so another commodity, say iron, w'hich is m demand 
in Germany, and that the quantity of iron w^hich is of equal value m 
England with 10 yards of cloth (let us call this quantity a hundred 
weight) will, if piodiued in Germany cost as much labour as 18 yaids of 
linen, so that if offered by England for 17, it will undcibell the (iciman 
producer. In these ciicuinstances, linen will not be foiced up to the late 
of 16 yards for 10 of cloth, but wall stop at 17 , for although, at that rate 
of intci change, Germany will not take enough cloth lo pay for all the 
linen lequired by England, she will take iron for the icmamder, and it is 
the same thing to England whether she gives a hundred weight of non or 
10 yaids of cloth, both being made at the same cost. If we now superadd 
coals or cottons on the side of England, and wine, or corn, ortimbc», on 
the side of Germ.'iny, it will make no. difference in the princqile 'fhe 
exports of each countiy must exactly pay for the nnpoits ; meaning now 
the aggregate exports and impoits, not those of particular commodities 
taken singly. The produce of fifty days’ English labour, whether m cloth, 
coals, non, or any other expoiis, wall exchange for the produce of foily, or 
fifty, or sixty days’ (jciman labour, in linen, wine, corn, or limber, accoid- 
ing to the intcrnatiofial demand. Theie is some proportion at which the 
demand of the tw'o countries for each oihei s products will exactly coiie- 
spond ; so that the things supplied by England lo Germany will be com- 
pletely paid for, and no more, by those supplied by Germany to England. 
This accordingly will be the ratio m which the produce of English and 
the produce of (jcrman labour will exchange for one another. 

If, therefore, it be asked what country draws to itself the greatest share 
of the advantage of any trade it carries on, the answer is, the country for 
whose productions there is in other countries the greatest demand, and a 
demand the most susceptible of increase from additional cheapness. In 
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so far as the pioductions of any country possess tins pioperty, the country 
obtains all foreign commodities at less cost. It gets its imports cheaper, 
the greater the intensity of the demand in foreign countries for its exports 
It also gets Its imports cheaper, the less the extent and intensity of its own 
demand for them. The market is cheapest to those whose demand is 
small. A country which desires few foreign pioductions, and only a 
limited quantity of them, while its own commodities aie in great lequcst 
in foieign countries, will obtain its limited impoits at extremely small 
cost, that is, in exchange for the pioduce of a very small quantity of its 
labour and capital. 

Lastly, having introduced more than the original two commodities into 
the hypothesis, let us also introduce more than the oiigmal t\vo countries. 
After (he demand of England for the linen of Cjcrmany has raised the 
rate of intei change to 10 yards of cloth for 16 of linen, suppose a trade 
opened between England and some other country which also expoits 
linen And let us suppose that if England had no tiade but with this 
third country, the play of international demand would enable her to 
obtain from it, for 10 yards of cloth or its equivalent, 17 yards of linen. 
She evident. , \\ould not go on buying linen from Germany at the former 
rate : Geimany would be undersold, and must consent togi\e 17 yards, 
like the other country. In this case, the circumstances of production and 
of demand in the third country are supposed to be in themsches more 
advantageous to England than the circumstances of Germany ; but this 
supposition IS not necessary : we might suppose that if the trade v ith 
Germany did not exist, England would be obliged to give to the other 
countiy the same advantageous teims which she gives to Germany ; 10 
yaids of cloth for 16, or even less than j 6, of linen. Even so, the opening 
of the third country makes a great difference in favour of England. There 
is now a double market for English expoits, while the demand of England 
for linen is only what it was before. This necessarily obtains for England 
more advantageous teims of interchange. The two countries, requiring 
much moie of her pioduce than w^as lequiied by either alone, mu^l, in 
ordei to obtain it, force an increased demand for their exports, by offering 
them at a lower value. 

It deserves notice, that this effect m favour of England fiom the open- 
ing of another market for her expoits, wull equally be produced even 
though the country from which the demand comes should ha\e nothing 
to sell which England is willing to take Suppose that the thud country, 
though she requires cloth or non fiom England, pioduccs no linen, nor 
any other aiticle which is in demand thcic. She, however, produces 
expoi table ai tides, or she would have no means of paying for impoits : 
her exports, though not suitable to the English consumci, can find a 
market somewhere. As we aie only supposing three. countiics, we iiiiibt 
assume her to find this maiket in Germany, and to pay for what she 
imports from England by orders on her Cierman customers. Germany, 
Ihcicfore, besides haviqg to pay for her own impoits, now owes a debt to 
England on account of the third country, and the means for both jiiir- 
poses must be derived from her exportable pioduce She must therefore 
tender that produce to England on terms sulficicnlly favouiable to force 
a demand equivalent to this double debt. Everything will take place 
piecisely as if the third country had bought German produce with her 
own goods, and offeied that produce to England m exchange for hers. 
There is an increased demand for English goods, for v\l»ch German cood.** 
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have to furnish the payment ; and this can only be done by forcing an 
increased demand for them in England, that is, by lowering their value. 
Thus an increase of demand for a country’s exports in any foieign country, 
enables her to obtain more cheaply even those imports which she procures 
from other quarters. And conversely, an increase of her own demand for 
any foreign commodity compels ^ler, C(F/eus paribus^ to pay dearer fi>r all 
foreign commodities. 

§ 5. The law which we have now illustrated, may be appropriately 
named, the Equation of International Demand. It may be concisely 
stated as follows. The produce of a country exchanges for the produce 
of other countiics, at such values as are required in order that the whole 
of her exports may exactly pay for the whole of her imports. This law 
of International Values is but an extension of the more general law of 
Value, which we call the Equation of Supply and Demand.* We have 
seen that the value of a commodity always so adjusts itself as to bring 
the demand to the exact level of the supply. But all trade, either between 
nations or individuals, is an interchange of commodities, in which the 
things that they lespectively have to sell, constitute also their means of 
purchase . the supply brought by the one constitutes his demand for 
what is brought by the other. So that supply and demand are but 
another expiession for recipiocal demand: and to say that value will 
adjust Itself so as to equalize demand with supply, is in fact to say that 
It will adjust Itself so as to equalize the demand on one side with the 
demand on the other. ' * 

To trace the consequences of the law of International Values through 
their wide ramifications, would occupy more space than can be devoted 
to such a purpose in the present treatise. Several of those consequences 
w'eie indicated m the Essay already quoted ; and others have been 
pointed out in the w’riiings of Colonel Torrens, who appears to me sub- 
stantially correct in his general view of the subject, and who has sup- 
ported It with great closeness and consecutiveness of reasoning, though 
Ins conclusions are occasionally pushed much beyond what appear to me 
the proper limits of the principle on which they are grounded. 

There is one special application of the law, which 1 think it advisable 
to nopce, both as being in itself not unimportant, and as bearing on the 
question which will occupy us in the next chapter, but especially as con- 
ducing to the more full and clear understanding of the law itself. 

We have seen that the value at which a country purchases a foreign 
commodity, does not conform to the cost of production in the country 
from which the commodity comes. Suppose now a change in that cost of 
production ; an improvement, for example, in the process of manufacture, 
will the benefit of the improvement be fully participated in by the other 
countries } Will the commodity be sold as much cheaper to foreigners, 
as it is produced cheaper at home ? This question, and the considerations 
which must be entered into in order to resolve it, are well adapted to try 
the worth of the theory. 

Let us first suppose, that the improvement is of a nature to create a new 
branch of export ; to make foreigners resort to the countr>- for a com- 
modity which they had previously produced at home. On this supposi- 
tion, the foreign demand for the productions of the country is increased ; 
which necessarily alters the international values to its advantage, and to 


* Supra, book iii, chap. ii. ( 4, 
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the disadvantage of foreign countries, who, therefore, though they par- 
ticipate in the benefit of the new product, must purchase that benefit by 
paying for all the other productions of the country at a dearer rate than 
before. How much dealer, will depend on the degree necessaiy for re- 
establishing, under these new conditions, the Equation of International 
Demand, These consequences follow in a very obvious manner from the 
law of international values, and I shall nht occupy space in illustrating 
them, but shall pass to the moie frequent case, of an improvement which 
does not create a new article of export, but lowers the cost of production 
of something which the country already exported. 

It being advantageous, in discussions of this complicated nature, to 
employ definite numerical amounts, we shall return to our original 
example. Ten yards of cloth, if produced in Germany, would require the 
same amount of labour and capital as twenty yards of linen ; but, by the 
play of international demand, they can be obtained fiom England for 
seventeen. Suppose now, that by a mechanical improvement made in 
Germany, and not capable of being transferred to England, the same 
quantity of labour and capital which produced twenty yards of linen, is 
enabled to produce thirty. Linen falls one-third in value in the German 
market, as compared with other commodities produced in Germany. Will 
it also fall one-third as compared with English cloth, thus giving to 
England, m common with Geimany, the full benefit of the improveipent ? 
Or (ought we not rather to say), since the cost to England of obtaining 
linen was not regulated by the cost to Germany of*producing it, and since 
England, accordingly, did not get the entire benefit even of the twenty 
yards which Germany could have given for ten yards of cloth, but only 
obtained seventeen— why should she now obtain more, merely because this 
theoretical limit is removed ten degrees further off? 

It is evident that in the outset, the improvement will lower the value of 
linen in Germany, in relation to all other commodities in the German 
market, including, among the rest, even the imported commodity, cloth. 
If 10 yards of cloth previously exchanged for 17 yards of linen, they will 
now exchange for half as much more, or 25 \ yards. But wdiether they 
will continue to do so, will wholly depend on the effect which this 
increased cheapness of linen produces on the international demand. 
The demand fiir linen in England could scarcely fail to be in- 
creased. But It might be increased either in proportion to the 
cheapness, or in a greater proportion than the cheapness, or in a less 
proportion. 

If the demand was increased in the same pioportion wuth the cheapness, 
England would take as many times 25^ yards of linen, as the number of 
times 17 yards which she took previously. She would expend in linen 
exactly as much of cloth, or of the equivalents of cloth, <is much in .short 
of the collective income of her people, as she did before. Germany on 
her part, would probably require, at that rate of interchange, the same 
quantity of cloth as before, because it would in reality cost her exactly as 
much ; 25 f yards of linen being now of the same value in her market as 
17 yards were before. In this case, therefoie, 10 yards of cloth for 25 J of 
linen is the rate of interchange which under these new conditions would 
restore the equation of international demand ; and England would obtain 
linen one-thi 1 cheaper than before, being the same advantage as was 
obtained by Geimany. 

It might happen, however, that this great cheapcning*of linen would 
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ncrease the demand for it in England in a greater ratio than the increase 
of cheapness ; and that if she before wanted i,ooo times 17 yards, she 
would now lequire more than 1,000 times 15^ yaids to satisfy her demand. 
If so, the equation of international demand cannot establish itself at that 
rate of intei change , to pay for the linen England must offer cloth on 
more advantageous teims : say^for example, 10 yaids for 21 of linen ; so 
that England will not have the full benefit of the improvement in the pro- 
duction of linen, ^\hlle (jermany, in addition to that benefit, will also pay 
less for cloth. But again, it is possible that England might not desire to 
increase her consumption of linen in even so great a pioportion as that of 
the increased cheapness ; she might not desire so great a quantity as 
1,000 times 25} yaids . and in that case Ciermany must force a demand, 
by ofifenng more than 25 V yards of linen for 10 of cloth ; linen will be 
cheapened in Enghmd m a still greater degree than in Germany ; while 
(jeimany will obtain cloth on more unfavourable terms, and at a higher 
exchange value than before 

After w’hat has alicady been said, it is not necessary to particularize 
the manner in which these results might be modified by introducing into 
the hypothesis othei coiintiics and other commodities. Theie is a fuither 
circumstance by whkh they may also be modified In the case supposed, 
the consumers of (iermany ha\c had a pait of then incomes set at liberty 
by the inci eased cheapness of linen, w’hich they may indeed expend in 
increasing their consumption of that ai tide, but whidi they may, like- 
wise, expend in othci ai tides, and among others, in cloth 01 other 
imported commodities. 'Ihis would be an additional clement in the 
international demand, and would modify moic or less the tcims of inter- 
change. 

Of the three possible varieties in the influence of cheapness on demand, 
which IS the moic probable^ that tlic demand would be incicased more 
than the cheapness, as much as the cheapness, or less than the cheapness ? 
I'his depends on the nature of the paiticulir commodity, and on the 
tastes of piuchascis When the ( ommodity is one in general locjucst, and 
the fall of Us piicc bungs it walliin the reach of a inudi laiger class of 
incomes than before, the demand is often increased in a greater i.ilio than 
the fall of puce, and a larger sum of money is on the whole expended in 
the article. Such was the case with coffee, when its price was low^eied by 
successive reductions of taxation; and such w’ould j)r()l)ably be the case 
with sugar, wine, and a huge class of commodities w'hiih, though not 
necessaiics, arelargc'y (onsumod, and in whicli many coiisnmcis indulge 
when the articles aic cheap and ecoiiomi/c wIkmi llu^y aic deal. But it 
more frequently happens that when a commodity falls in pure, less money 
IS spent m it than befoie a greater cjuanlJly is consumed, but not so gieat 
a value. The consumer w'ho saves money by the cheapness of the article, 
will be likely to expend part of his saving in inn casing his consumption 
of other things : and unless the low price attracts a huge class of new 
purchasers who w^cre cither not consumers of the article at all, or only in 
small quantity and occasionally, a loss aggregate sum wall be cx|)cndcd on 
It. Speaking geneially, thcicfore, the thud of our lliiee rases is the most 
probable ; and an improvement m an exportable ailicle is likely to be as 
iDeneficial, if not more beneficial, to foreign countries, than to the country 
where the article is produced. 

§ 6. We now pass to another essential part of the theory of the subject. 
There are two senses in which a country obtains commodities cheaper by 
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foreign trade ; in the sense of Value, and in the sense of Cost. It gets 
them cheaper m the first sense, by their falling in value relatuely to 
other things : the same quantity of them exchanging, in the country, for 
a smaller quantity than before of the other produce of the country. In 
England, after the trade was opened, all consumers of linen obtained 17 
or some greater number of yards for th^same quantity of all other things 
for which they before obtained only 15. The degree of cheapness, in this 
sense of the term, depends on the law which has now been so copiously 
illustiated, that of Equation of International Demand. Hut in the other 
sense, that of Cost, a country gets a commodity cheaper, when it obtains 
a greater quantity of the commodity with the same expenditure of labour 
and capital In this sense of the teim, cheapness in a great measure 
depends upon a cause of a diffcicnt nature a country gets it impoits 
cheaper, in propoition to the general productiveness of its domestic 
industry ; to the general efficiency of its labour. The laboui of one country 
may be, as a whole, much moie efficient than that of another , all or 
most of the commodities capable of being produced in both, may be pro- 
duced m one at less absolute cost than in the other , nliich, as we ha\e 
seen, will not necessarily prevent the two countries from exchanging 
commodities. The things which the moic favouied country will import 
from otheis, are of couise those in which it is least supeiior; but by 
importing them it acquiies, even in those commodities, the same advan- 
tage which it possesses in the articles it gives m exchange for them Thus 
the countries which obtain their own pfoducticTns at least cost, also get 
their imports at least cost. ^ , 

This truth will be made more obvious if we suppose two competing 
countries. England sends cloth to Gcimany, and gives ten yards of it 
for 17 yards of linen, or for something else winch in Germany is the 
equivalent of those 17 yards. Another countr)% as for example Fiance, 
docs the same. The one giving 10 yards of cloth for a certain qiianliiy 
of (jciman commodities, so must the other, if, tlieiefoie, m ICnglaiid, 
these 10 yaids are ])rc)duccd by only half as much labour as that by winch 
they are produced in Fiance, the linen 01 other commodities of Germany 
will cost to England only half the amount of labour wdnch they will cost 
to France. iMigland would thus obtain her imports at less cost than 
France, in the ratio of the greater efficiency of her labour in the produc- 
tion of cloth : w'hich might be taken as an appioximative estimate of the 
efficiency of her labour gencMally ; since France, as well aa England, by 
selecting cloth as bci .uticle of export, wonkl have shown that inotwitli- 
standing her absolute mfciionly) it was still the commodity in which her 
labour was relatively the most efficient. It follow’S, therefoic, that eveiy 
countiy get its imports at less cost, in proportion to the gcneial efficiency 
of its labour. • 

This proposition w’as first clearly seen and expounded by Mr. Senior,* 
but only as applicable to the importation of the precious metals. I think 
it important to point out, that the proposition holds eciually true of all 
other imported coinmodilies ; and further, that it is only a portion of the 
truth. For, in the case supposed, the cost to Pmgland of the linen which 
she pays for wath ten yards of cloth, docs not depend solely upon the cost 
to herself of ten yards of cloth, but partly also upon how many yards of 
linen she obtains in exchange for them. What her imports cost to her is 

* Three Lectures on the Cost of Obtaining Mtiney, 



EXCHANGE, 


4c6 

a function of two variables ; the quantity of her own commodities which 
she gives for them, and the cost of those commodities. Of these, the last 
only depends on the efficiency of her labour ; the first depends on the 
law of international values ; that is, on the intensity and extensibility of 
the foreign demand for her commodities, compared with her demand for 
foreign commodities. 

In the case just now supposed of a competition between England and 
France, the state of international values affiseted both competitors alike, 
since they were supposed to trade with the same country, and to export 
and import the same commodities. The difference, therefore, in what 
their imports cost them, depended solely on the other cause, the unequal 
efficiency of their labour. They gave the same quantities ; the difference 
could only be in the cost of production. But if England traded to 
Germany with cloth, and France with iron, the comparative demand in 
Germany for those two commodities would bear a share in determining 
the comparative cost, in labour and capital, with which England and 
France would obtain German products. If iron were more in demand in 
Germany than cloth, France would recover, through that channel, part of 
her disadvantage : if less, her disadvantage would be increased- The 
efficiency, therefore, of a country's labour, is not the only thing which 
determines even the cos^ at which that country obtains imported com- 
modities— while it has no share whatever in determining either their ex- 
change value, or, as we shall presently see, their price. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

OF MONEY, CONSIDERED AS AN IMPORTED COMMODITY, 

§ I. The degree of progress which we have now made in the theory of 
Foreign Trade, puts it in our power to supply what was previously 
deficient in our view of the theory of Money ; and this, when completed, 
will in its turn enable us to conclude the subject of Foreign Trade. 

Money, or the material of which it is composed, is, in Great Britain, 
and in most other countries, a foieign commodity. Its value and distri- 
bution must therefore be regulated, not by the law of value which obtains 
in adjacent places, but by that which is applicable to imported commodities 
—the law of International Values. 

In the discussion into which we are now about to enter, I shall use the 
terms Money and the Precious Metals indiscriminately. This may be 
done without leading to any error ; it having been shown that the value 
of money, when it (consists of the precious metals, or even of a paper 
currency convertible into them on demand, is entirely governed by the 
value of the metals themselves ; fiom which it never differs, except by the 
expense of coinage w'hen this is paid by the individual and not by the 
state. 

Money is brought into a country in two different ways. It is imported 
(chiefly in the form of bullion) like any other merchandize, as being an 
advantageous article of commerce. It is also imported in its other 
character of a medium of exchange, to pay some debt due to tli country, 
either for goods exported or on any other account. There are other ways 
in winch it may be*introduced casually ; these are the two in which it is 
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received in the ordinary course of business, and which determine its value. 
The existence of these two distinct modes in which money flows into a 
country, while other commodities are habitually introduced only in the 
first of these modes, occasions somewhat more of complexity and obscurity 
than exists in the case of other commodities, and for this reason only is 
any special and minute exposition necessary. 

§ 2. In so far as the precious metals are imported in the ordinary way 
of commerce, their value must depend on the same causes, and conlbrni 
to the same laws, as the value of any other foreign production. It is in 
this mode chiefly that gold and silver diffuse themselves from the mining 
countries into all other parts of the commercial woild. They are the 
staple commodities of those countries, or at least are among their great 
articles of regular export ; and are shipped on speculation, in the same 
manner as otlier exportable commodities. The quantity, therefore, which 
a country (say England) will give of its own produce, for a certain quantity 
of bullion, will depend, if we suppose only two countries and two com- 
modities, upon the demand in England for bullion, compared with the 
demand m the mining country (which we w»ll call Brazil) for what 
England has to give. They must exchange in such proportions as will 
leave no unsatisfied demand on either side, to alter values by its compe- 
tition. The bullion required by England must exactly pay for the cottons 
or other English commodities required by Brazil. If, however, we sub- 
stitute for this simplicity the degree of complication which really exists, 
the equation of intei national demand must be established not between the 
bullion wanted in England and the cottons or broadcloth wanted in Brazil, 
but between the whole of the imports of England and the whole of her 
exports. The demand in foreign countries for English products, must be 
brought into equilibrium with the demand in England for the products of 
foreign countries ; and all foreign commodities, bullion among the rest 
must be exchanged against English products in such proportions, as will, 
by the effect they produce on the demand, establish this equilibrium. 

There is nothing in the peculiar nature or uses of the precious metals 
which should make them an exception to the general principles of 
demand. So far as they are wanted for purposes of luxury or the arts, 
the demand increases with the cheapness, in the same ii regular way as the 
demand for any other commodity. So far as they are required for money, the 
demand increases with the cheapness in a perfectly regular way, the 
quantity needed being always in inverse proporiion to the value. This is 
the only real difference, in respect to demand, between money and 
other things ; and for the present purpose it is a difference altogether im- 
material. 

Money, then, if imported solely as a merchandize, will, like other 
imported commodities, be of low^cst value m the countiics for w'hose 
exports there is the greatest foreign demand, and which have themselves 
the least demand for foreign commodities. To these two circumstances 
it is however necessary to add tw’o oihcis, which produce their effect 
through cost of carriage. The cost of obtaining bullion is compounded of 
two elements ; the goods given to purchase it, and the expense of 
transport : of which last, the bullion countries will bear a part (though an 
uncertain part), in the adjustment of international values. The expense 
of transport is partly that of carrying the goods to the bullion countries, 
and partly that of bringing back the bullion : botji these items are 
influenced by the distance from the mines ; and the former is also much 
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affected by the bulkiness of the goods. Countries whose exportable 
produce consists of the finer manufactui es, obtain bullion, as well as all 
other foreign ai tides, ccctcns panbus at less expense than countries which 
export nothing but bulky raw produce. 

To be quite accurate, therefore, we must say—The countries whose ex- 
portable productions are most ip demand abroad, and contain greatest 
\alue in smallest bulk, which are neaiest to the mines, and which ha\e 
least demand for foreign productions, are those in which money will 
be of lowest value, or in other woids, m which prices will habitually 
range the highest If w’e aie speaking not of the value of money, but of 
Its cost (that 15 , the quantity of the country’s labour which must be 
expended to obtain it), we must add to these four conditions of cheapness 
a fifth condition, namely, ‘ whose pi oductive industry is the most efficient.’ 
This, however, docs not at all affect the value of money, estimated in com- 
modities : It affects the genertil abundance and facility with which all 
things, money and commodities together, can be obtained. 

Although, therefore, Mr. Senior is right in pointing out the great 
efficiency of English labour as the chief cause why the piecious metals aie 
obtained at less cost by England than by most other countries, I cannot 
admit that it at all accounts for their being of less valiie—icsx their going 
less far in the pui chase of commodities This, in so far as it is a fact, 
and not an illusion, must be occasioned by the great demand in foreign 
countries for the staple commodities of England, and the generally 
unbulky character of those com'modities, compared w^ith the corn, wine, 
timber, sugar, wool, hides, tallow', hemp, flax, tobacco, raw cotton, etc, 
w'hich form the exports of other commercial countries. These two 
causes will account for a somew^hat higher range of general prices 
m England than elsew’here, notwithstanding the counteracting influence 
of her own great demand for foi cign commodities. I am, however, sti ongly 
of opinion, that the high puces of commodities, and low pin chasing pow’cr 
of money in England, are more apparent than real. Food, indeed, is 
somewhat dearer ; and food composes so large a portion of the ex- 
penditure wdieii the income is small and the family large, that to such 
families England is a dear country. Services also, of most descriptions, 
arc dearer than on the Continent, from the less costly manner in which the 
poorer classes on the Continent are contented to live Eut almost 
all sorts of manufactuicd commodities aie decidedly cheaper ; or would be 
so, if buyers would be content with the same quality of mateiial and of 
workmanship. What is called the deainess of living in England, is 
mainly an affair not of neccss.ty but of foolish custom ; it being thought 
imperative by all classes m England above the condition of a day- 
labourer, that the things they consume should either be of the same 
quality with those used by much richer people, or at least should be as 
nearly as possible undistinguishablc from them in outward appear- 
ance. 

§3. From the preceding considciations, it appeals that those are 
greatly in error who contend (as has been done in the contioversics called 
forth by the recent publications of Colonel Torrens) that the value 
of money, m countries where it is an impoilcd commodity, must be 
entirely legulated by its value in the countries which produce it ; and can- 
not be raised or lowered in any permanent manner unless some change 
has taken place in the cost of production at the mines. On the contrary, 
any ciicumstance Which disturbs the equation of international demand 
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with respect to a paiticuiar country, not only may, but must, afTcct 
the value of money in that country— its value at the mines remamin.:^ 
the same. The opening of a new branch of export trade from England ; 
an increase in the foreign demand for Engdish products, cither by 
the natural com sc of events or by the abrogation of duties ; a check to 
the demand in England for foreign cctfiimodities, by the laying on of 
inipoit duties in England or of export duties elsewhere ; these and all 
other events of similar tendency, would make the imports of England 
(bullion and other things taken together) no longer an equivalent for her 
exports ; and the countries which take her exports would be obliged to 
offer their commodities, and bullion among the rest, on cheaper terms, in 
order to re-estabhsh the equation of demand : and thus England would 
obtain money cheaper, and would acquire a generally higher range of 
prices. Incidents the rcveise of these would produce effects the leverse 
— would reduce prices ; or, m other words, raise the value of the precious 
metals. It must be observed, however, that money would be thus raised 
in value only with respect to home commodities : m relation to all 
imported articles it would remain as before, since their values would be 
affected in the same way and in the same degree with its own. A country 
which, from any of the causes mentioned, gets money cheaper, obtains all 
Its other imports cheaper likewise. 

It IS by no means necessary that the increased demand for English 
commodities, which enables England to supply herself with bullion at a 
cheaper rate, should be a demand in the mining countries. England 
might export nothing whatever to those countries, and yet might be the 
country which obtained bullion from them on the lowest terms, provided 
there were a sufficient intensity of demand in other foreign countries for 
English goods, v’hich would be paid for circuitously, with gold and silver 
from the mining countries. The whole of its expoits are what a country 
exchanges against the whole of its imports, and not its exports and 
im, 01 ts to and from any one country ; and the general foreign demand 
for > 3 productions will determine what equivalent it must give for imported 
goods, in order to establish an equilibrium between its sales and purchases 
generally ; without regard to the maintenance of a similar equilibrium 
between it and any countiy singly. 


CHAPTER XX. 

OF THE FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 

§ I. We have thus far considered the precious metals as a commodity, 
imported like other commodities m the common course of trade, and 
have examined what are the circumstances which would in that case 
determine their value. But those metals are also imported in another 
chaiacter, that which belongs to them as a medium of exchange ; not as 
an article of commerce, to be sold for money, but as themselves money, 
to pay a debt, or effect a transfer of property. It remains to consider 
whether the liability of gold and silver to be transported from country to 
country for such purposes, in any vray modifies the conclusions we have 
already arrived at, or places those metals under a different law of Value 
from that to which, in common with all other impdrted commodities, 
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they would be subject if international trade were an affair of direct 
barter. 

Money is sent from one country to another for various purposes, such 
as the payment of tributes or suDsidies ; remittances of levenue to or 
from dependencies, or of rents or other incomes to their absent owners ; 
emigration of capital, or transmission of it for foreign investment. The 
most usual purpose, however, is that of payment for goods. To show in 
what ciicuinstances money actually passes from country to country for 
this or any of the other purposes mentioned, it is necessary briefly to 
state the natuic of the mechanism by which international trade is carried 
on, when it takes place not by barter but through the medium of money. 

§ 2. In practice, the exports and imports of a country not only are not 
exchanged directly against each other, but often do not even pass 
thiough the same hands. Each is separately bought and paid for with 
money. We have seen, however, that, even in the same countr>^, money 
does not actually pass from hand to hand each time that purchases are 
made with it, and still less does this happen between different countries. 
The habitual mode of paying and receiving payment for commodities, 
between country and country, is by bills of exchange. 

A mei chant in England, A, has exported English commodities, con- 
signing them to his correspondent B in France. Another merchant in 
France, C, has exported French commodities, suppose of equivalent 
\alue, to a merchant D in England. It is evidently unnecessary that B 
in France should send money to A in England, and that D in England 
should send an equfil sum of money to C in France. The one debt may 
be applied to the payment of the other, and the double cost of cai riage 
be thus saved. A draws a bill on B for the amount which B owes to him : 
D, having an equal amount to pay in France, buys this bill from A, and 
sends it to C, who, at the expiration of the number of days which the 
bill has to run, presents it to B for payment. Thus the debt due from 
France to England, and the debt due from England to Fiance, aie both 
paid without sending an ounce of gold or silver from one country to the 
other. 

In this statement, however, it is supposed, that the sum of the debts 
due from France to England, and the sum of those due from England to 
France, are equal ; that each country has exactly the same number of 
ounces of gold or silver to pay and to receive. This implies, (if we 
exclude for the present any other international payments than those 
occurring in the course of commerce,) that the exports and imports 
exactly pay for one another, or in other words, that the equation of inter- 
national demand lb established. When such is the fact, the international 
transactions are liquidated without the passage of any money from one 
country to the other* But if there is a greater sum due from England to 
France, than is due from France to England, or vice vers6^ the debts 
cannot be simply written off against one another. After the one has been 
applied, as far as it will go, towards covering the other, the balance must 
be transmitted in the precious metals. In point of fact, the merchant who 
has the amount to pay, will even then pay for it by a bill. When a person 
has a remittance to make to a foreign country, be does not himself search 
for some one who has money to receive from that country, and ask him 
for a bill of exchange. In this, as in other branches of business, there is 
a class of middlemen or brokers, who bring buyers and sellers together, 
or stand between ‘ them, buying bills from those who have money to 
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receive, aixl selling bills to those who have money to pay. When a 
customer comes to a broker for a bill on Paris or Amsterdam, the broker 
sells to him, perhaps the bill he may himself have bought that morning 
from a merchant, perhaps a biJl on his own correspondent in the foreign 
city : and to enable his correspondent to pay, when due, all the bills he 
has granted, he remits to him all those.which he has bought and has not 
resold. In this manner these brokers take upon themselves the whole 
settlement of the pecuniary transactions between distant places, being 
remunerated by a small commission or percentage on the amount of each 
bill which they either sell or buy. Now, if the brokers find that they are 
asked for bills on the one part, to a greater amount than bills are offered 
to them on the other, they do not on this account refuse to give them : 
but since, in that case, they have no means of enabling the correspondents 
on whom their bills are drawn, to pay them when due, except by trans- 
mitting’ part of the amount in gold or silver, they require from those to 
whom they sell bills an additional price, sufficient to cover the freight and 
insurance of the gold and silver, with a profit sufficient to compensate 
them for their trouble and for the temporary occupation of a portion of 
their capital. This premium (as it is called) the buyers are willing to 
pay, because they must otherwise go to the expense of remitting the 
precious metals themselves, and it is done cheaper by those who make 
doing it a part of their especial business. But although only some of 
those who have a debt to pay would have actually to remit money, all 
will be obliged, by each other’s competftion, to pay the premium ; and 
the brokers are for the same reason obliged to pay it to those whose bills 
they buy. The reverse of all this happens, if, on the comparison of 
exports and imports, the country, instead of having a balance to pay, has 
a balance to receive. The brokers find more bills offered to them, than 
are sufficient to cover those which they are required to grant liills on 
foreign countries consequently fall to a discount ; and the competition 
among the brokers, which is exceedingly active, prevents them from 
retaining this discount as a profit for themselves, and obliges them to give 
the benefit of it to those who buy the bills for purposes of remittance. 

Let us suppose thjit all countries had the same currency, as m the 
progress of political improvement they one day will have : and, as most 
familiar to the reader, let us suppose this currency to be the English. 
When Engljind had the same number of pounds sterling to pay to 
France, which France had to pay to her, one set of merchants in England 
would want bills, and another set would have bills to dispose of, for the 
very same number of pounds steiling ; and consequently a bill on France 
for 100/. would sell for exactly loo/, or, in the phraseology of merchants, 
the exchange would be at par. As France also, on this supposition, 
would have an equal number of pounds sterling to piy*and to receive, bills 
on England would be at par in France, whenever bills on Fiance weie at 
par in England. 

If, however, England had a larger sum to pay to France than to receive 
from her, there would be persons requiring bills on France for a greater 
number of pounds sterling than there were bills drawn by persons to 
whom money was due. A bill on France for loo/. noiild then sell for 
more than loo/., and bills would be said to be at a premium. The 
premium, however, could not exceed the cost and risk of making the 
remittance in gold, together with a trifling profit ; because if it did, the 
debtor would send the gold itself, in preference to buying the bill. 
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If, on the contrary, England had more money to receive fiom France 
than to pay, there would be bills ofifeied for a greater number of pounds 
than were wanted for remittance, and the price of bills would fall below 

E ar : a bill for loo/. might be bought for somewhat less than 100/ , and 
ills would be said ter be at a discount. ' 

When England has moie to pay than to receive, France has more to 
receive than to pay, and vice i&sd. When, theiefoie, in England, bills 
on France bear a piemium, then, in Fiance, bills on England are at a 
discount . and nhen bills on Fiance are at a discount in England, bills 
on England aie at a piemiiiin in Fiance. If tlicy aie at par in cither 
country, they are so, as we ha\e already seen, in both. 

Thus do matters stand between countiies, or places, which have the 
same currency. So much of baibarism, however, still remains in the 
transactions of the most ci\ihzed nations, that almost all independent 
countries choose to assert ihcir nationality by ha\ ing, to llieir own in- 
convenience and that of their neighbouis, a peculiar curicncy of their 
own. To our piesent purpose this makes no olhci dilTercnce, than that 
instead of speaking of equal sums of money, ue have to speak of equivalent 
sums. By equivalent sums, when both cuiiencics aie composed of the 
same metal, aie meant sums which contain exactly the same quantity of 
the metal, in weight and fineness ; but when, as in the case of Fiance and 
England, the metals aie diffeicnt, w'hat is meant is that the quantity of 
gold m the one sum, and the quantity of silver in the other, arc of the 
same value in the general maiket of the world theie being no mateiial 
diflcience between one place and another in the 1 dative \aluc of these 
metals Suppose 25 fiancs to be (as within a liiflmg fi action it is) the 
equivalent of a pound steiling. The debts and ci edits of the two 
countiies would be equal, when the one owed as many times 25 fiancs, as 
the other ow'ed pounds When this was the case, a bill on Fiance for 
2500 francs would be worth m England 100/, and a bill on England for 
100/. would be woith in France 250x5 fiancs The exchange is then said 
to be at par : and 25 francs (in reality 25 francs and a tiifle more) is 
called the par of exchange with France. When England owed to France 
more than the equivalent of Vvhat Fiance owed to her, a bill for 2500 
francs would be at a premium, that is, would be woith moie than 100/. 
When PTance owed to England moie than the equivalent of what 
England owed to France, a bill for 2500 fiancs would be worth less than 
100/., cr would be at a discount. 

When bills on foreign countiies are at a piemium, it is customary to say 
that the exchanges aie against the coiintiy, or unfavourable to it. In 
order to understand these phrases, we must take notice of what ‘the 
exchange’ in the language of merchants, really means. It means the 
power which the money of the country has of purrliasing the money of 
other countries. Supposing 25 francs to be the exact par of exchange, 
then when it requires more than ico/. to buy a bill for 2500 francs, 100/. 
of English money are worth less than their real equivalent of French 
money . and this is called, an exchange unfavourable to England. The 
only peisons in England, however, to whom it is really imfavouiable, are 
those who have money to pay in France ; for they come into the bill 
market as buyers, and have to pay a premium : but to those who have 
money to receive in Fiance, the same stale of things is favourable ; for 
they come as sellcis and receive the premium. The picmiiim, however, 
indicates that a Balance is due by England, which must be eventually 
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liquidated in the piecious metals ; and since, according to the old theory, 
the benefit of a tiade consisted in bringing money into the country, this 
prejudice introduced the practice of calling the exchange favoui able when 
It indicated a balance to leceivq, and unfavourable when it indicated one 
to pay : and the phrases in turn‘:tendcd to maintain the piejudicc. 

§ 3. It might be supposed at fust sight that when the exchange is 
unfavourable, or m other woids, when bills are at a piemium, the 
piemium must always ‘ amount to a full equivalent for the cost of 
transmitting money : since, as theie is really a balance to pay, and as 
the full cost must therefoie be inclined by some of those who have 
remittances to make, their competition will compel all to submit to an 
equivalent sacrifice. And such would certainly be the case, if it were 
always necessary that whatever is destined to be paid should be paid 
immediately. The expectation of great and immediate foreign payments 
sometimes produces a most startling effect on the exchanges.* But a 
small excess of imports above exports, or any other small amount of debt 
to be paid to foreign countries, does not usually affect the exchanges to 
the full extent of the cost and iisk of transporting bullion. The length of 
credit allowed, generally pcimits, on the part of some of the debtors, 
a postponement of payment, and m the meantime the balance may turn 
the other way, and lestore the equality of debts and credits without any 
actual transmission of the metals. And this is the more likely to happen, 
as there is a self-adjusting power in the vaiiations of the exchange itself. 
Bills are at a premium because a greater money value has been importc^l 
than expoited But the premium is itself an extia ppfit to those who 
export. Besides the price they obtain for their goods, they draw for the 
amount and gain the piemium. It is, on the other hand, a diminution ot 
profit to those who unport. Besides the puce of the goods, they have to 
pay a piemium for remittance. So that what is called an unfavourable 
exchange is an encouiagcmcnt to export, and a discouiagement to impoit. 
And if the balance due is of small amount, and is the consequence of some 
meiely casual distuibancc in the oidinaiy coni sc of trade, it is soon 
liquidated in commodities, and the account adjusted by means of bills, 
without the transmission of any bullion. Not so, how^ever, when the 
excess of impoits above cxpoils, which has made the exchange unfa\our- 
able, arises from a pcimancnt cause. In that case, what disturbed the 
equilibrium must ha\e been the slate of puces, and it can only be lestoicd 
by acting on puces. It is impossible that prices should be such as to 
invite to an excess of impoits, and yet that the exports should be kept 
permanently up to the imports by the extra profit on exportation deiivcd 

* On the news of Bonapaite’s landing from Elba, the price of bills advanced in 
one day as much as ten per cent. Of course this piemium w'as not a mere cqiiwa- 
lent for cost of carriage, since the freight of such an article as gold, e\en with the 
addition of w’ar insurance, could never have amounted to so much. This great 
price W'as an equivalent not for the difficulty of sending gold, but for the anticijialed 
difficulty of procuring it to send ; the expectation being that there would be such 
immense remittances to the Continent in subsidies and for the ‘support of armies, 
as w'ould press hard on the stock of bullion in the country (which w'as then entirely 
denuded of specie), and this, too, in a shorter lime than would allow of its being 
replenished. Accordingly the price of bullion rose likewise, w-ith the same 
suddenness. It is hardly necessary to say that this took place during the Bank 
restriction. In a convertible stale of the currency, no such thing could have 
occurred until the Bank slopped payment. * 
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from the premium on bills; for if the exports kept up to the 
imports, bills would not be at a premium, and the extra profit would not 
exist. It is through the prices of commodities that the correction must be 
administered. ( 

Disturbances, therefore, of the cquilibiium of imports and e\poits, and 
consequent disturbances of the exchange, may be considered as of two 
classes : the one casual or accidental, which, if not on too large a scale, 
correct themselves through the premium on bills, without any transmission 
of the precious metals ; the other arising from the general state of prices, 
which cannot be corrected without the subtraction of actual money from 
the circulation of one of the countries, or an annihilation of credit 
equivalent to it, since the mere transmission of bullion (as distinguished 
from money), not having any effect on puces, is of no avail to abate the 
cause from which the disturbance proceeded. 

It remains to observe, that the exchanges do not depend on the balance 
of debts and credits with each countiy separately, but with all countries 
taken together. England may owe a balance of payments to France ; 
but it does not follow that the exchange with France will be against 
England, and that bills on France will be at a premium ; because a 
balance may be due to England from Holland or Hamburg, and she may 
pay her debt to France with bills on those places ; which is technically 
called arbitration of exchange. There is some little additional expense, 
partly commission and, partly ^loss of interest, in settling debts m this 
circuitous manner, and to the extent of that small difference the exchange 
>\ith one country may vary apart from that with others ; but in the main, 
the exchanges with all foreign countries vary together, ac( ording as the 
country has a balance to receive or to pay on the general result of its 
foieign transactions. 


CHAPTER XXI. 

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF IHE PRECIOUS METALS THROUGH THE 
COMMERCIAL WORLD. 

§ I. Having now examined the mechanism by which the commercial 
transactions between nations are actually conducted, we have next to 
inquire whether this mode of conducting them makes any difference in 
the conclusions respecting international values, which we previously 
arrived at on the hypothesis of barter. 

The nearest analogy would lead us to presume the negative. We did 
not find that the intervention of money and its substitutes made any 
difference in the* law of value as applied to adjacent places. Thinjgs 
which would have been equal in value if the mode of exchange had been 
by barter, are worth equal sums of money. The introduction of money is 
a mere addition of one more commodity, of which the value is regulated 
by the same laws as that of all other commodities. We shall not be 
surprised, therefore, if we find that international values also are deter- 
mined by the same causes under a money and bill system, as they would 
be under a system of barter ; and that money has little to do in the 
matter, except to furnish a convenient mode of comparing values. 

All interchange, is, in substance and effect, barter ; he who sells his 
pi eductions for money, and with that money buys other goods, really buys 
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those goods with his own produce. And so of nations ; their trade is a 
mere exchange of exports for imports ; and whether money is employed 
or not, things are only in their permanent state when the exports and 
imports exactly pay for each otl^r. When this is the case, equal sums of 
money are due from each countly to the other, the debts are settled by 
bills, and there is no balance to be paid in the precious metals. The 
trade is in a state like that which is called in mechanics a condition of 
stable equilibrium. 

But the process by which things are brought back to this state when 
they happen to deviate from it, is, at least outwardly, not the same in a 
barter system and in a money system. Under the first, the country which 
wants more imports than its exports will pay for, must offer its exports at 
a cheaper rate, as the sole means of creating a demand for them sufficient 
to re-establish the equilibrium. When money is used, the country seems 
to do a thing totally different. She takes the additional imports at the 
same price as before, and as she exports no equivalent, the balan(;e of 
payments turns against her ; the exchange becomes unfavourable, and 
the difference has to be paid in money. This is in appearance a very 
distinct operation from the former. Let us see if it differs in its essence, 
or only in its mechanism. 

Let the country which has the balance to pay be England, and the 
country which receives it, France. By this transmission of the precious 
metals, the quantity of the currency is diminished in England, and 
increased in France. This I am at liberty to assume. As we shall see 
hereafter, it would be a very erroneous assumption if qjade in regard to 
all payments of international balances. A balance which has only to be 
paid once, such as the payment made for an extra importation of com in 
a season of dearth, may be paid from hoards, or from the reserves of 
bankers, without acting on the circulation. But we are now supposing 
that there is an excess of imports over exports, arising from the fact that 
the equation of international demand is not yet established : that there is 
at the ordinary prices a permanent demand in England for more French 
goods than the English goods required in France at the ordinary prices 
will pay for. When this is the case, if a change were not made in the 
prices, there would be a perpetually renewed balance to be paid in money. 
The imports require to be permanently diminished or the exports to be 
increased : which can only be accomplished through prices ; and hence, 
even if the balances are at first paid from hoards', or by the exportation of 
bullion, they will reach the circulation at last, for until they do, nothing 
can stop the drain. 

When, therefore, the state of prices is such that the equation of inter- 
national demand cannot establish itself, the country requiring more 
imports than can be paid for by her exports, it is a {sign that the 
country has more of the precious metals or their substitutes, in ciicula- 
lion, than can permanently circulate, and must necessarily part with some 
of them before the balance can be restored. Her currency is accordingly 
contracted : prices fall, and among the rest, the prices of exportable 
articles ; for which', accordingly, there arises, in foreign countries, a 
greater demand : while imported commodities have possibly risen in 
price, from the influx of money into foreign countries, and at all events 
have not participated in the general fall. But until the increased cheap- 
ness of English goods induces foreign countries to take a greater pecuniary 
jjfalue, or until the increased dearnes? (positive or compatative) of foreign 
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goods makes England take a less pecuniary value, the exports of England 
will be no nearer to paying for her impoits than before, and the stream of 
the precious metals which had begun to flow out of England, will still flow 
on. This efflux will continue, until the fall of pi ices m England brings 
within reach of the foreign maiket some commodity which England did 
not previously send thither ; Qr until the reduced price of the things 
which she did send, has forced a demand abroad for a sufficient quantity 
to pay for the imports, aided, perhaps, by a reduction of the English 
demand for foreign goods, from their enhanced price, either positive or 
comparative. 

Now this is the very process which took place on our original supposi- 
tion of barter. Not only, therefore, does the trade between nations tend 
to the same equilibrium between exports and imports, whether money is 
employed or not, but the means by Avhich this equilibrium is established 
are essentially the same. The country whose exports are not sufficient 
to pay for her imports, offers them on cheaper terms, until she succeeds 
in forcing the necessaiy demand ; in other words, the Equation of Inter- 
national Demand, under a money system as well as under a barter 
system, is the law of international tiade. Evciy country exports and 
imports the very same things, and in the very same quantity, under the 
one system as under the other. In a barter system, the trade gravitates 
to the point at which the sum of the imports exactly exchanges for the 
sum of the exports * in a money system, it gravitates to the point at 
which the sum of the imports' and the sum of the exports exchange for 
the same quantity of money. And since things w'hich are equal to the 
same thing are equal to one anothei, the exports and imports which are 
equal in money price, w'ould, if money were not used, precisely exchange 
for one another.* 

* The subjoined extract from the separate Essay previously referred to, will 
give some assistance in following the course of the phenomena. It is adapted to 
the imaginary case us#‘d for illustration throughout that Essay, the case of a trade 
between England and Germany in cloth and linen, 

‘We may, at first, make whatever supposition we will with respect to the value 
of money. Let us suppose, therefore, that before the opening of the trade, the 
price of clolh is the same in both countries, namely, six shillings per yard. As lo 
yards of cloth were supposed to exchange in England for 15 yards of linen, in 
Germany for 20, we must suppose that linen is sold in England at four shillings 
per yaid, in Germany at three. Cost of caiiiage and importer’s profit are left, as 
before, out of consideiation. 

‘ In this state of prices, cloth, it is evident, cannot yet be exported from England 
into Germany ; but linen can be imported from Germany into England, It will 
be so ; and, in the first instance, the linen will be paid for in money. 

‘ The efflux of m( 5 ney from England, and its influx into Germany, wdll raise 
money prices in the latter country, and low^r them in the foimer. Linen will 
rise in Germany above three shillings per yard, and cloth above six shillings. 
Linen in England, being imported from Germany, will (since cost of carriage is 
not reckoned) sink to the same price as in that country, while clolh will fall below 
six shillings. As soon as the price of cloth is lower in England than in Germany, 
It will begin to be exported, and the price of clolh in Germany will fall to what it 
is in England. As long as the clolh exported does not suffice to pay for the linen 
imported, money wnll continue to flow from England into Germany, and prices 
generally will continue to fall in England and rise in Germany. By the fall, 
now ever, of cloth in England, cloth will fall in Germany also, and the demand 
for it will increase. By the rise of linen in Germany, linen must rise m England 
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§ 5. It thus appeafs that the law of international values, and, con- 
sequently, the division of the advantages of trade among the nations 
which cariy it on, are the same, on the supposition of money, as they 
would be in a state of barter. | In international, as in ordinary domestic 


also, pnd the demand for it vill diminish. As cloth fell in price and linen rose, 
there would be some particular price of botlf articles at which the cloth exported 
and the linen imported would exactly pay for each other. At this point prices 
would lemain, because money would then cease to move out of England into 
Germany. What this point might be, would entirely depend upon the circum- 
stances and inclinations of the purchasers on both sides. If the fall of cloth did 
not much increase the demand for it in Germany, and the rise of linen did not 
diminish very rapidly the demand for it m England, much money must pass before 
the equilibrium is restoied ; cloth would fall very much, and linen would rise, 
until England, perhaps, had to pay nearly as much for it as when she produced it 
for herself. Ilut if, on the contrary, the fall of cloth caused a very rapid increase 
of the demand for it in Germany, and the rise of linen in Germany reduced very 
rapidly the demand in England from what it was under the influence of the first 
cheapness produced by the opening of the trade ; the cloth would very soon suffice 
to pay for the linen, little money would pass betw’een the two countries, and 
England would derive a large portion of the benefit of the trade. We Lave thus 
arrived at precisely the same conclusion, in supposing the employment of money, 
which wc found to hold under the supposition of barter. 

‘In what shape the benefit accrues to the two nations from the trade, is clear 
enough. Germany, before the commenrement of the trade, paid six shillings per 
yard for broadcloth : she now obtains it at a lower prtce. This, however, is not 
the whole of her advantage. As the money- prices of all h^r other commodities 
have risen, the money-incomes of all her producers have increased. This is no 
ad\antagc to them in buying from each other, because the price of what they buy 
has risen in the same ratio with their means of paying for it : but it is an advantage 
to them in buying anything which has not risen, and, still more, anything which 
has fallen. They, tLcrefore, benefit as consumers of cloth, not merely to the 
extent to which cloth has fallen, but also to the extent to which other prices have 
risen. Suppose that this is one-tcnlh. The same proportion of their money- 
incomes as before, will suffice to supply their other w^ants ; and the remainder, 
\)Cing increased one-tenth in amount, will enable them to purchase one-tenth more 
doth than before, even though cloth had not fallen : but it has fallen ; so that they 
are doubly gainers They purchase the same quantity with less money, and have 
more to expend upon their other wants. 

‘ In England, on the contrary, general money-prices have fallen. Linen, 
however, has fallen more than the rest, having been lowered m price by im- 
portation from a country where it was cheaper ; whereas the others have fallen 
only from the consequent efflux of money. Notwithstanding, therefore, the 
general fall of money-prices, the English producers will be exactly as they w^ere 
in all other respects, while they will gam as purchasers of linen. 

‘ The greater the efflux of money required to restore Jhe equilibrium, the 
greater will be the gam of Germany, both by the fall of cloth and by the rise of 
her general prices. The less the ellltix of money requisite, the greater will be 
the gam of England; because the price of linen will continue low^er, and her 
general prices will not be reduced so much. It must not, how'ever, be imagined 
that high money-prices are a good, and low money-prices an evil, in themselves. 
But the higher the general money-prices in any country, the greater will be that 
-country’s means of purchasing those commodities, which, being imported from 
•abroad, are independent of the causes which keep prices high at home.* 

In practice, the cloth and the linen would not, as here supposed, be at the 
same price in England and in Germany ; each would be dearer in money-price 
m the country which imported than in that which produced it, by the amount of 
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interchanges, money is to commerce only what oil Is to machinery, 
or railways to locomotion, a contrivance to diminish friction. In order 
still further to test these conclusions, let us proceed to re-examine, on the 
supposition of money, a question which we have already investigated on 
the hypothesis of barter, namely, to what^extent the benefit of an improve- 
ment in the production of an exportabl'i aiticle, is participated in by the 
countries importing it. ^ 

The improvement may either consist in the cheapening of some article 
which was already a staple production of the country, or in the establish- 
ment of some new branch of industry, or of some process rcndeiing an 
aiticle exportable which had not till then been exported at all. It will be 
convenient to begin with the case of a new export, as being somewhat the 
simpler of the two. 

The first effect is that the article falls in price, and a demand arises for 
it abroad. This new exportation disturbs the balance, turns the exchanges, 
money flows into the country (which we shall suppose to be England), and 
continues to flow until prices rise. This higher range of prices will some- 
what check the demand in foreign countries for the new article of export ; 
and will dimmish the demand which existed abroad for the other things 
which England was in the habit of exporting. The exports will thus be 
diminished ; while at the same time the English public, having moie 
money, will have a greater power of purchasing foieign commodities. If 
they make use of this inci eased power of puichasc, there will be an 
me rease of imports . and by this, and the check to exportation, the 
equilibrium of imports and exfibrtsvvill be restored. The result to foreign 
countries will be, *that they have to pay dearer than before for their other 
imports, and obtain the new commodity cheaper than before, but not so 
much (heaper as England herself does. I say this, being well aware that 
the article would be actually at the veiy same puce (cost of carriage 
excepted) in England and in other countries. The cheapness, however, 
of the article is not measured solely by the money-price, but by that price 
compared with the money-incomes of the consumers. The price is the 
same to the English and to the foreign consumers ; but the former pay 
that price from money-incomes which have been increased by the new 
distribution of the precious metals ; while the latter have had their money 
incomes probably diminished by the same cause. The trade, therefore, 
has not imparted to the foreign consumer the whole, but only a portion, of 
the benefit which the English consumer has derived from the improve- 
ment ; while Engl.ind has also benefited in the prices of foreign com- 
modities. Thus, then, any industrial improvement which leads to the 
opening of a new branch of export trade, benefits a country not only by 
the cheapness of the article in which the improvement has taken place, 
but by a general cheapening of all imported products. 

the cost of carriage, together with the ordinary profit on the importer’s capital for 
the average length of time w'hich elapsed before the commodity could be disposed 
of. But It does not follow that each country pays the cost of carriage of thp 
commodity it imports ; for the addition of this item to the price may operate as a 
greater check to demand on one side than on the other ; and the equation of 
international demand, and consequent equilibrium of payments, may not be 
maintained. Money would then flow out of one country into the other, until, in 
the manner already illustrated, the equilibrium w^as restored : and, when this waft 
effected, one country would be paying more than its own cost of carriage, and the 
other less. 
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Let us now change the hypothesis, and suppose that the improvement, 
instead of creating a new export from England, cheapens an existing one. 
When we examined this case on the supposition of barter, it appeared to 
us that the foreign consumers mipht either obtain the same benefit from 
the improvement as England herself, or a less benefit, or even a greater 
benefit, according to the degree in which thg consumption of the cheapened 
article is calculated to extend itself as the article diminishes in price. 
The same conclusions will be found true on the supposition of money. 

Let the commodity in which there is an improvement be cloth. The 
first effect of the improvement is that its puce falls, and there is an 
increased demand for it in the foreign market. But this demand is of 
uncertain amount. Suppose the foreign consumers to increase their 
purchases in the exact ratio of the cheapness, or in other words, to lay out 
in cloth the same sum of money as before ; the same aggiegate payment as 
before will be due from foreign countries to England ; the equilibrium of 
exports and imports will remain undisturbed, and foreigners will obtain 
the full advantage of the increased cheapness of cloth But if the foreign 
demand for cloth is of such a character as to increase in a greater ratio 
than the cheapness, a larger sum than formerly will be due to England for 
cloth, and when paid will raise English prices, the price of cloth included ; 
this rise, however, will affect only the foreign purchaser, English incomes 
being raised in a corresponding proportion ; and the foieign consumer 
will thus derive a less advantage than England from the improvement 
If, on the contrary, the cheapening of cloth does hot extend the foreign 
demand for it in a proportional degree, a less sum of debts than before 
will be due to England for cloth, while there will be the usual sum of debts 
due from England to foreign countries ; the balance of trade will turn 
against England, money will be exported, prices (that of cloth included) 
will fall, and cloth will eventually be cheapened to the foreign purchaser 
in a still greater ratio, than the improvement has cheapened it to England. 
These are the very conclusions which we deduced on the hypothesis of 
barter. 

The result of the preceding discussion cannot be better summed up than 
in the words of Ricardo * ‘ Gold and silver having been chosen for the 
general medium of circulation, they are, by the competition of commerce, 
distributed in such proportions amongst the different countries of the 
world, as to accommodate themselves to the natural traffic which would 
take place if no such metals existed, and the trade between countries were 
purely a trade of barter.’ Of this principle, so fertile in consequences, 
previous to which the theory of foreign trade was an unintelligible chaos, 
Mr. Ricardo, though he did not pursue it into its ramifications, was the 
real originator. No writer who preceded him appears to have had a 
glimpse of it ; and few are those who even since his time have had an 
adequate conception of its scientific value. 

§ 3. It is now necessary to enquire, in what manner this law of distri- 
bution of the precious metals by means of the exchanges, affects the 
exchange value of money itself ; and how it tallies with the law by which 
we found that the value of money is regulated when imported as a mere 
article of merchandize. For there is here a semblance of contradiction, 
which has, I think, contributed more than anything else to make some 
distinguished political economists resist the evidence of the preceding 

• Principles of Political Economy and Taxation^ 3rd cd o. 143. 
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doctrines. Money, they justly think, is no exception to the general laws 
of value ; it is a commodity like any other, and its average or natural 
value must depend on the cost of producing, or at least of obtaining it. 
That Its distribution through the world, lierefore, and its diffcient value 
in different places, should be liable to be alteied, not by causes affecting 
itself, but by a hundred causes unconnected with it ; by eveiylhing which 
affects the trade in other commodities, so as to derange the equilibiiumof 
exports and imports; appears to these thinkers a doctrine altogether 
inadmissible. 

But the supposed anomaly exists only in semblance. The causes which 
bring money into or carry it out of a country through the exchanges to 
restore the equilibrium of tiade, and w^hich thereby raise its value in some 
countries and lower it in others, are the very same causes on which the 
local value of money would depend, if it were never imported except as a 
merchandize, and never except directly from the mines. When the value 
of money in a country is permanently lowered by an influx of it through 
the balance of trade,, the cause, if it is not diminished cost of production, 
must be one of those causes which compel a new adjustment, more 
favourable to the country, of the equation of international demand: 
namely, either an increased demand abroad for her commodities, or a 
diminished demand on her part for those of foreign countries. Now an 
increased foreign demand for the commodities of a country, or a diminished 
demand in the countiy for imported commodities, are the very causes 
which, on the general principles of trade, enable a country to purchase all 
imports, and consequently the precious metals, at a lower value. There is 
therefore no contradiction, but the most perfect accordance, in the results 
of the two different modes in which the precious metals may be obtained. 
When money flows from country to country in consequence of changes in 
the international demand for commodities, and by so doing alters its own 
local value, it merely realizes, by a more rapid process, the effect which 
would otherwise take place more slowly, by an alteration in the relative 
breadth of the streams by which the precious metals flow into different 
legions of the earth from the mining countries. As therefore we befoie 
saw that the use of money as a medium of exchange does not in the least 
alter the law on which the values of other things, either in the same 
country or internationally, depend, so neither does it alter the law of the' 
value of the precious metal itself : and there is in the whole doctrine of 
international values as now laid down, a unity and harmony which is a 
strong collateral presumption of tnith. 

§ 4. Before closing this discussion, it is fitting to point out in what 
manner and degree the preceding conclusions are affected by the existence 
of intcmrition&l payments not oiig^inntini^ in coinnicrco, nnd for which no 
equivalent in eithfer money or commodities is expected or received • such 
as a tribute, or remittances of rent to absentee landlords or of interest to 
foreign creditors, or a government expenditure abroad, such as Enirland 
incurs in the management of some of her colonial dependencies 

To begin with the case of barter. The supposed annual remittances 
being made in commodities, and being exports for which there is to be 
no return, it is no longer requisite that the imports and exports should nav 
for one another; on the contrary, there must be an annual excess oT 
exports over imports, equal to the value of the remittance. If, before the' 
country became liable to Ae annual payment, foreign commerce was in 
Its natural state of equilibrium, it will now be necessary for the purpose of 
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effecting the remittances, that foreign countries should be induced to take 
a greater quantity of exports than before ; which can only be done by 
offering those exports on cheaper terms, or in other words, by paying 
dearer for foreign commodities The international values will so adjust 
themselves that either by greatir exports, or smaller imports, or both, the 
requisite excess on the side ot exports .will be brought about; and this 
excess will become the permanent state. The result is, that a country 
which makes regular payments to foreign countries, besides losing what it 
pays, loses also something more, by the less advantageous terms on which 
It is forced to exchange its productions for foreign commodities. 

The same results follow on the supposition of money. Commerce being 
supposed to be in a state of equilibrium when the obligatory remittances 
begin, the first remittance is necessarily made in money. This lowers 
prices in the i emitting country, and raises them in the receiving. The 
natural effect is that more commodities are exported than before, and 
fewer imported, and that, on the score of commerce alone, a balance of 
money will be constantly due fiom the receiving to the paying country. 
When the debt thus annually due to the tributary country becomes equal 
to the annual tribute or other regular payment due from it, no further 
transmission of money takes place; the equihbnum of exports and imports 
w ill no longer exist, but that of payments will : the exchange will be at 
par, the two debts will be set off against one another, and the tubule or 
remittance will be virtually paid in goods. The result to the interests of 
the two countries will be as already pointed out^ the paying country will 
give a higher puce for all that it buys from the receiving country, while 
the latter, besides receiving the tribute, obtains the exportable produce of 
the tributary country at a lower price. 


CHAPTER XXII, 

INFLUENCE OF THE CURRENCY ON EXCHANGES AND ON FOREIGN 

TRADE. 

§ I. In our inquiry into the laws of international trade, we commenced 
with the principles which determine international exchanges and inter- 
national values on the hypothesis of barter. We next showed that the 
introduction of money as a medium of exchange, makes no difference in 
the laws of exchanges and of values between country and country, no 
more than between individual and individual : since the precious metals, 
under the influence of those same laws, distribute themselves in such pro- 
portions among the different countries of the world, ^s to allow the very 
same exchanges to go on, and at the same values, as would be the case 
under a system of barter. We lastly considered how the value of money 
itself is affected, by those alterations in the state of trade which arise from 
alterations either in the demand and supply of commodities or in their 
cost of production. It remains to consider the alterations in the state of 
trade which originate not in commodities but in money. 

Gold and silver may vary like other things, though they are not liable 
to vary so much as other things, in their cost of production. The demand 
for them in foreign countries may also vary. It may increase, by 
augmented employment of the metals for purposes of art and ornament, or 
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because the increase of production and of transactions 1 as created a 
greater amount of business to be done by the circulating medium. It may 
diminish, for the opposite reasons ; or froni the extension of the econo- 
mizing expedients by which the use of metaj^ic money is partially dispensed 
with. These changes act upon the trade between other countries and the 
mining countries, and upon the vfilue of the precious metals, according to 
the general laws of the value of imported commodities : which have been 
set forth in the previous chapters with sufficient fulness. 

What I propose to examine in the present chapter, is, not those circum- 
stances affecting money, which altered the permanent conditions of its 
value ; but the effects produced on international trade by casual or 
temporary variations in the value of money, which have no connexion with 
any causes affecting its permanent value. This is a subject of importance, 
on account of its bearing upon the practical problem which has excited so 
much discussion for fifty years past, the regulation of the currency. 

§ 2. Let us suppose in any country a circulating medium purely metallic, 
and a sudden casual increase made to it ; for example, by bringing again 
into circulation hoards of treasure, which had been concealed in a previous 
period of foreign invasion or internal disorder. The natural effect would 
be, a rise of prices. This would check exports, and encourage imports ; 
the imports would exceed the exports, the exchanges would become 
unfavourable, and the newly-acquired stock of money would diffuse itself 
over all countries with which the supposed country carried on trade, and 
from them, progressively, through all parts of the commercial woild. The 
money which thus qverflowed would spread itself to an equal depth over 
all commercial countries. For it would go on flowing until the exports 
and imports again balanced one another : and this (as no change is sup- 
posed in the permanent circumstances of international demand) could 
only be, when the money had diffused itself so equally that prices had 
risen in the same ratio in all countries, so that the alteration of price 
would be for all practical purposes ineffective, and the exports and imports, 
though at a higher money valuation, would be exactly the same as they 
were originally. This^ diminished vdue of money throughout the world, 
would cause a suspension, or at least a diminution, of the annual supply 
from the mines ; since the metal would no longer command a value 
equivalent to its highest cost of production. The annual waste would, 
therefore, not be fully made up, and the usual causes of destruction would 
gradually reduce the aggregate quantity of the precious metals to its 
former amount ; after which their production would recommence on its 
former scale. The discovery of the treasure would thus produce only 
temporary effects ; namely, a brief disturbance of international trade until 
the treasure had disseminated itself through the world, and then a 
temporary depression in the value of the metal, below that which cor- 
responds to the cost of producing or of obtaining it ; which depression 
would gradually be corrected, by a temponipl> diminished production in 
the producing countries, and importation m th- importing countries. 

The same effects which would thus arise from the discovery of a 
treasure, accompany the process by which bank notes, or any of the other 
substitutes for money, take the place of the precious metals. Suppose that 
England possessed a currency wholly metallic, of twenty millions sterling, 
and that suddenly twenty millions of bank notes were sent into circulation. 
If these were issued by bankers, they would be employed in loans, or in 
the purchase of securities, and would therefore create a sudden fall in the 
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rate of interest, which would probably send a great part of the twenty 
millions of gold out of the country as capital, to seek a higher rate of 
interest elsewhere, before therckhad been time for any action on prices. 
But we will suppose that the ncjes are not issued by bankers, or money- 
lenders of any kind, but by manufacturers, in the payment of wages and 
purchase of materials, or by the govermflent in its ordinary expenses, so 
that the whole amount would be rapidly carried into the markets for com- 
modities. The following would be the natural order of consequences. 
All prices would rise greatly. Exportation would almost cease ; impor- 
tation would be prodigiously stimulated. A great balance of payments 
would become due ; the exchanges would turn against England, to the full 
extent of the cost of exporting money ; and the surplus com would pour 
itself rapidly forth, over the various countries of the world, in the order of 
their proximity, geographically and commercially, to England. The efflux 
would continue until the currencies of all countries had come to a level ; 
by which I do not mean, until money became of the same value every- 
where, but until the differences were only those which existed before, and 
which corresponded to permanent differences in the cost of obtaining it. 
When the rise of prices had extended itself in an equal degree to all 
countries, exports and imports would everywhere revert to what they were 
at first, would balance one another, and the exchanges would return to 
par. So large a sum of money as twenty millions, even when spread over 
the whole surface of the commercial wgrld, would probably raise the 
general level in a perceptible degree ; but for no very long period. No 
, alteration having occurred in the general conditions* under which the 
metals w»ere procured, either in the world at large or in any part of it, the 
reduced value would no longer be remunerating, and the supply from the 
mines would cease partially or wholly, until the twenty millions were 
absorbed ; after which absorption, the currencies of all countries would 
be, in quantity and in value, nearly at their original level. I say neaily, 
for m strict accuracy there would be a slight difference. A somewhat 
smaller annual supply of the precious metals would now be required, 
there being in the world twenty millions less of metallic money under- 
going waste. The equilibrium of payments, consequently, between the 
mining countries and the rest of the world, would thenceforth lequire that 
the mining countries should cither export rather more of something else, 
or import rather less of foreign commodities ; which implies a somewhat 
lower range of puces than previously in the mining countries, and a some- 
what higher in all others ; a scantier currency in the fonner, and rather 
fuller currencies m the latter. This effect, which would be too trifling to 
require notice except for the illustration of a piinciple, is the only per- 
manent change which would be produced on international trade, or on the 
value or quantity of the currency of any country. 

Effects of another kind, however, will have been produced. Twenty 
millions which formerly existed in the unproductive form of metallic 
money, have been converted into what is, or is capable of becoming, pro- 
ductive capital. This gain is at first made by England at the expense of 
other countries, who have taken her superfluity of this costly and unpro- 
ductive article off her hands, giving for it an equivalent value in other 
commodities. By degrees the loss is made up to those countries by 
diminished influx from the mines, and Anally the world has gained a 
virtual addition of twenty millions to its productive resources. Adam 
Smith’s illustration, though so well knowx^ deserves for its extreme aptness 



4«4 


EXCitANGE. 


to be once more repeated. He compares the substitution of paper in the 
room of the precious metals, to the construction of a highway through the 
air, by which the ground now occupied bv roads would become available 
for agriculture. As in that case a porticJi of the soil, so in this a part of 
the accumulated wealth of the country, \Pould be relieved from a function 
in which it was only employed m rendering other soils and capitals pro- 
ductive, and would itself become applicable to production ; the office it 
previously fulfilled being equally well discharged by a medium which 
costs nothing. 

The value* saved to the community by thus dispensing with metallic 
money, is a clear gain to those who provide the substitute. They have 
the use of twenty millions of circulating medium which have cost them 
only the expense of an engraver’s plate. If they employ this accession to 
their fortunes as productive capital, the produce of the country is increased 
and the community benefited, as much as by any other capital of equal 
amount. Whether it is so employed or not, depends, in some degree, 
upon the mode of issuing it. If issued by the government, and employed 
in paying off debt, it would probably become productive capital. The 
government, however, may prefer employing this extraordinary resource 
in its ordinary expenses ; may squander it uselessly, or make it a mere 
temporary substitute for taxation to an equivalent amount : in which last 
case the amount is saved by the taxpayers at large, who either add it to 
their capital or spend it as income. When paper currency is supplied, 
as in our own country, by bankers and banking companies, the amount is 
almost wffiolly turned into productive capital : for the issuers, being at all 
times liable to be called upon to refund the value, are under the strongest 
inducements not to squander it, and the only cases m which it is not 
forthcoming are cases of fraud or mismanagement. A banker’s profession 
being that of a money lender, his issue of notes is a simple extension of 
his ordinary occupation. He lends the amount to fanners, manufacturers, 
or dealers, who employ it in their several businesses. So employed, it 
yields, like any other capital, wages of labour and profits of slock. The 
profit is shared between the banker, who receives interest, and a succes- 
sion of borrowers, mostly for short periods, who, after paying the interest, 
gain a profit in addition, or a convenience equivalent to profit. The 
capital itself in the long run becomes entirely wages, and when 
replaced by the sale of the produce, becomes wages again ; thus affording 
a perpetual fund of the value of twenty millions for the maintenance of 
productive labour, and increasing the annual produce of the country by 
all that can be produced through the means of a capital of that value. 
To this gain must be added a further saving to the country, of the annual 
supply of the precious metils necessary for repaiiing the wear and tear, 
and other waste, of a metallic currency. 

The substitution, therefore, of paper for the precious metals, should 
always be carried as far as is consistent with safety : no greater amount 
of metallic currency being retained, than is necessary to maintain, both in 
fact and in public belief, the convertibility of the paper. A country with 
the extensive commercial relations of England, is liable to be suddenly 
called upon for large foreign payments, sometimes in loans, or other 
investments of capital abroad, sometimes as the price of some unusual 
importation of goods, the most frequent case being that of large importa- 
tions of food, consequent on a bad harvest. To meet such demands it is 
necessary that there should be, either in circulation or in the coffers df 
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the banks, coin or bullion to a very considerable amount, and that this, 
when drawn out by any emergency, should be allowed to return after the 
emergency is past. But since gold wanted for exportation is almost 
invaiiably drawn from the reseiTes of the banks, and is never likely to be 
taken directly from the circula^on while the banks remain solvent, the 
only advantage which can be obtained frgm retaining partially a metallic 
currency for daily purposes, is that the banks may occasionally replenish 
their reserves from it. 

§ 3. When metallic money had been entirely superseded and expelled 
from circulation, by the substitution of an equal amount of bank notes, 
any attempt to keep a still further quantity of paper in circulation must, 
if the notes are convertible, be a complete failure. The new issue would 
again set m motion the same tram of consequences by which the gold 
coin had already been expelled. The metals would, as before, be required 
for exportation, and would be for that purpose demanded from the banks, 
to the full extent of the superfluous notes ; which thus could not possibly 
be retained in circulation. If, indeed, the notes were inconvertible, there 
would be no such obstacle to the increase of their quantity. An incon- 
vertible paper acts in the same way as a convertible, while there remains 
any com for it to supersede : -the difference begins to manifest itself 
when all the coin is driven from circulation (except what may be retained 
for the convenience of small change), and the issues still go on increasing. 
When the paper begins to exceed in quantity the metallic currency which 
it superseded, prices of course rise ; things which were worth 5/. m 
metallic money, become worih 6/. in inconvertible paper, or more, as the 
case may be. But this rise of price will not, as m the cases before 
examined, stimulate import, and discourage export. The impoits and 
expoits are deteiinmed by the metallic puces of things, not by the paper 
prices : and it is only when the paper is exchangeable at pleasure for the 
metals, that metal prices and metallic prices must correspond. 

Let us suppose that England is the country which has the depreciated 
paper. Suppose that some English production could be bought, while 
the currency was still metallic, for 5/., and sold in France for 5/. lor., the 
difference covering the expense and risk, and affording a profit to the 
merchant. On account of the depreciation, this commodity will now cost 
in England 6/., and cannot be sold m France for more than 5/. 105., and 
yet It will be exported as before. Why? Because the 5/. 10s. which the 
exporter can get for it in France, is not depreciated paper, but gold or 
silver ; and since in England bullion has risen, in the same proportion 
with other things— if the merchant brings the gold or silver to England, 
he can sell his 5/. los, for 6/. 12s,, and obtain as before 10 per cent, for 
profit and expenses 

It thus appears, that a depreciation of the currency floes not affect the 
foreign trade of the country : this is earned on precisely as if the currency 
maintained its value. But though the trade is not affected, the exchanges 
are. When the imports and exports are m equilibrium, the exchange, in 
a metallic currency, would be at par ; a bill on France for the equivalent 
of five sovereigns, would be worth five sovereigns. But five sovereigns, 
or the quantity of gold contained in them, having come to be worth m 
England 6/., it follows that a bill on France for 5/. will be worth 6/, 
When, therefore, the real exchange is at par, there will be a nominal 
exchange against the country, of as much per cent, as the amount of the 
depreciation. If the currency is depreciated 10, 15, or 20 per cent., then 
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in whatever way the real exchange, arising from the variations of inter- 
national debts and credits, may vary, the quoted exchange will alw;ays 
differ lo, 1 5, or 20 per cent, from it. However high this nominal premium 
may be, it has no tendency to send gWd out of the country, for the 

E se of drawing a bill against it and profiting by the premium ; 

se the gold so sent must* be procured, not from the banks and at 
par, as in the case of a convertible currency, but in the market, at an 
advance of price ecjual to the premium. In such cases, instead of saying 
that the exchange is unfavourable, it would be a more correct representa- 
tion to say that the par has altered, since there is now required a larger 
quantity of English currency to be equivalent to the same quantity of 
foreign. The exchanges, however, continue to be computed according to 
the metallic par. The quoted exchanges, therefore, when there is a 
depreciated currency, are compounded of two elements or factors ; the 
real exchange, which follows the variations of international payments, and 
the nominal exchange, which varies with the depreciation of the currency, 
but which, while there is any depreciation at all, must always be unfavour- 
able. Since the amount of depreciation is exactly measured by the 
degree in which the market price of bullion exceeds the mint valuation, 
we have a sure criterion to determine ^hat portion of the quoted ex- 
change, being referable to depreciation, may be struck off as nominal ; 
the result so corrected expressing the real exchange. 

The same disturbance of tlje exchanges and of international trade, 
which is produced by an increased issue of convertible bank notes, is in 
like manner produced by those extensions of credit, which, as was sc 
fully shown in a preceding chapter, have the same effect on prices as an 
increase of the currency. Whenever circumstances have given such an 
impulse to the spirit of speculation as to occasion a great increase of 
purchases on credit, money prices rise, just as much as they would have 
risen if each person who so buys on credit had bought with money. All 
the effects, therefore, must be similar. As a consequence of high prices, 
exportation is checked and importation stimulated ; though in fact the 
increase of importation seldom waits for the rise of prices which is the 
consequence of speculation, inasmuch as some of the great articles of 
import are usually among the things in which speculative overtrading 
first shows itself. There is, therefore, in such periods, usually a great 
excess of imports over exports ; and when the time comes at which these 
must be paid for, the exchanges become unfavourable, and gold flows out 
of the country. In what precise manner this efflux of gold takes effect 
on prices, depends on circumstances of which we shall presently speak 
more fully ; but that its effect is to make them recoil downwarch, is 
certain and evidept The recoil, once begun, generally becomes a total 
rout, and the unusual extension of credit is rapidly exchanged for an 
unusual contraction of it. Accordingly, when credit has been imprudently 
stretched, and the speculative spirit carried to excess, the turn of the 
exchanges, and consequent pressure on the banks to obtain gold for 
exportation, are generally the proximate cause of the catastrophe. But 
these phenomena, though a conspicuous accompaniment, are no essential 
part, of the collapse of credit called a commercial crisis ; which, as we 
formerly showed,* might happen to as great an extent, and is quite as 
likely to happen, in a country, if any such there were, altogether destitute 
of foreign trade. 

* Supra, pp. 357-8. 
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CHAPTER XXI 1 1 
OF iheWte of interest. 

§ I. The present seems the most proper place for discussing the cir- 
cumstances which determine the rate of interest. The interest of loans, 
being really a question of exchange value, falls naturally into the present 
division of our subject : and the two topics of Currency and Loans, though 
in themselves distinct, are so intimately blended in the phenomena of 
what IS called the money market, that it is impossible to understand the one 
without the other, and in many minds the two subjects are mixed up in 
the most inextricable confusion. 

In the preceding Book* we defined the relation in which interest stands 
to profit. We found that the gross profit of capital might be distinguished 
into three parts, which are respectively the remuneration for risk, for 
trouble, and for the capital itself, and may be termed insurance, wages of 
superintendence, and interest. After making compensation for risk, that 
is, after covering the average losses to which capital is exposed either by 
the general circumstances of society or by the hazards of the particular 
employment, there remains a surplus, which partly goes to repay the 
owner of the capital for his abstinence, and partly the employer of it for 
his time and trouble. How much goes to the one and how much to the 
other, is shown by the amount of the retnunera*tion which, when the two 
functions are separated, the owner of capital can obtain from the employer 
for its use. This is evidently a question of demand and supply. Nor 
have demand and supply any different meaning or effect in this case from 
what they have in all others. The rate of interest will be such as to 
equalize the demand for loans with the supply of them. It will be such, 
that exactly as much as some people are desirous to borrow at that rate, 
others shall be willing to lend. If there is more offered than demanded, 
interest will fall ; if more is demanded than offered, it will rise ; and in 
both cases, to the point at which the equation of supply and demand is 
re-established. 

Both the demand and supply of loans fluctuate moie incessantly than 
any other demand or supply whatsoever. The fluctuations in other things 
depend on a limited number of influencing circumstances ; but the desire 
to borrow, and the willingness to lend, are more or less influenced by 
every circumstance which affects the state or prospects of industry or 
commerce, either generally or in any of their branches. The rate of 
interest, therefore, on good security, which alone we have here to consider 
(for interest in which considerations of risk bear a part may swell to any 
amount) is seldom, in the great centres of money transactions, precisely 
the same for two days together ; as is shown by the never-ceasing 
variations in the quoted prices of the funds and other negociable 
securities. Nevertheless, there must be, as in other cases of value, some 
rate which (in the language of Adam Smith and Ricardo) may be called 
the natural rate ; some rate about which the market rate oscillates, and to 
which it always tends to return. This rate partly depends on the amount 
of accumulation going on in the hands of persons who cannot themselves 
attend to the employment of their savings, and partly on the comparative 


* Supra, book ii. cb. xv. § i. 
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taste existing in the community for the active pursuits of industry, or for 
the leisure, ease, and independence of an annuitant. 

§ 2. To exclude casual fluctuations, we will suppose commerce to be in 
a quiescent condition, no employment bllng unusually pros])crous, and 
none particularly distressed. In these circumstances, the more thriving 
producers and traders have the«r capital fully employed, and many are 
able to transact business to a considerably gi eater extent than they have 
capital for. These are naturally borrowers ; and the amount which they 
desire to borrow, and can give security for, constitutes the demand for 
loans on account of productive employment To these must be added 
the loans required by Government, and by landowners or other unpro- 
ductive consumers who have good security to give. This constitutes the 
mass of loans for which there is an habitual demand. 

Now It is conceivable that there might exist, in the hands of persons 
disinclined or disqualified for engaging personally in business, a mass of 
capital equal to, and even exceeding, this demand. In that case there 
would be an habitual excess of competition on the part of lenders, and the 
rate of interest would bear a low proportion to the rate of profit. Interest 
would be forced down to the point which would either tempt borrowers to 
take a greater amount of loans than they had a reasonable expectation of 
being able to employ in their business, or would so discourage a portion 
of the lenders, as to make them either foi bear to accumulate, or endeavour 
to increase their income^ by engaging in business on their own account, 
and incurring the risks, if not the labours, of industrial employment. 

On the other hand, the capital owned by persons who prefer lending it 
at interest, or whose avocations prevent them from personally super- 
intending Its employment, may be short of the habitual demand for loans. 
It may be in great part absorbed by the investments afforded by the 
public debt and by mortgages, and the remainder may not be sufficieit to 
supply the wants of commerce. If so, the rate of interest will be raised 
so high as in some way to re-establish the equilibrium When there is 
only a small difference between interest and profit, many borrowers may 
no longer be willing to increase their responsibilities and involve their 
credit for so small a remuneration : or some who would otherwise have 
engaged in business, may prefer leisure, and become lenders instead of 
borrowers : or others, under the inducement of high interest and easy in- 
vestment for their capital, may retire from business earlier, and with 
smaller fortunes, than they otherwise would have done. Or, lastly, there 
is another process by which, in England and other commercial countries, 
a large portion of the requisite supply of loans is obtained. Instead of its 
being afforded by persons not in business, the affording it may itself 
become a business, A portion of the capital employed in trade may be 
supplied by a class of professional money lenders. These money lenders, 
however, must have more than a mere interest ; they must have the 
ordinary rate of profit on their capital, risk and all other circumstances 
being allowed for. But it can never answer to anyone who borrows for 
the purposes of his business, to pay a full profit for capital from which he 
will only derive a full profit : and money-lending, as an employment, for 
the regular supply of trade, cannot, therefore, be carried on except by 
persons who, in addition to their own capital, can lend their credit, or, in 
other words, the capital of other people : that is, bankers, and persons 
([such as bill-brokers) who are virtually bankers, since they receive money 
in deposit. A bank which lends its notes, lends capital which it borrows 
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From the community, and for which it pays no interest A bank of deposit 
lends capital which it collects from the community in small parcels ; 
sometimes without payings any interest, as is the case with the London 
private bankers : and if, like tl^ Scotch, the joint stock, and most of the 
coiinti y banks, it docs pay interest, it still pays much less than it receives ; 
for the depositors, who in any^ther wav could mostly obtain for such 
small balances no interest worth taking any trouble for, arc glad to receive 
even a little. Having this subsidiary resource, bankets are enabled to 
oht.nn, by lending at inteicst, the oidinary rate of profit on dieir own 
capital. In any other manner, money-lending could not be can ied on as a 
regular mode of business, except upon terms on which none would consent 
to borrow but persons cither counting on extraordinary profits, or m 
urgent need ; unpioductive consumers who have exceeded their means, or 
merchants m fear of bankruptcy. The disposable capital deposited in 
banks, or represented by bank notes, together with the funds belonging to 
those who, either from necessity or preference, live upon the interest of 
their property, constitute the general loan fund of the country . and the 
amount of this aggregate fund, when set against the habitual demands of 
producers and dealers, and those of the government and of unproductive 
consumers, dcteimine the permanent or average rate of interest ; which 
must always be such as to adjust these two amounts to one another.* 
But while the whole of this mass of lent capital takes effect upon the 
permanent rate of interest, the fluctuations depend almost entirely upon 
the portion which is in the hands of bankers : foB it is that portion almost 
exclusively, which, being lent for short times only, is continually in the 
market seeking an investment. The capital of thosfi who live on the 
interest of their own fortunes, has generally sought and found some fixed 
investment such as the public funds, mortgages, or the bonds of public 
companies, which investment, except under peculiar temptations or 
necessities, is not changed, 

§ 3. Fluctuations in the rate of interest arise from variations either in 
the demand for loans, or in the supply. The supply is liable to variation, 
though less so than the demand. The willingness to lend is greater than 
usual at the commencement of a period of speculation, and much less 
than usual during the revulsion which follows. In speculative times, 
money-lenders as well as other people are inclined to extend their busi- 
ness by stretching their credit ; they lend more than usual (just as other 
classes of dealers and piodiicers employ more than usual), of capital which 
does not belong to them. Accordingly, these are the times when the rate 
of interest is low ; though for this too (as we shall immediately sec), there 
are other causes. During the revulsion, on the contrary, interest always 
rises inordinately, because, while there is a most pressing need on the 

* I do not include in the general loan fund of the country the capitals, large as 
they sometimes are, w'hich are habitually employed in speculatively buying and 
selling the public funds and other securities. It is true, that all who buy securities 
add, for the time, to the general amount of money on loan, and lower pro tanto 
the rate of interest. But as the persons 1 speak of buy only to sell again at a 
higher price, they are alternately in the position of lenders and of borrowers : their 
operations raise the rate of interest at one time, exactly as much as they lower it at 
another. Like all persons who buy and sell on speculation, their function is to 
equalize, not to raise or lower, the value of the commodity. When they speculate 
prudently, they temper the fluctuations of price ; when imprudently, they often 
Aggravate them. 
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part of many persons to borrow, there is a general disinclination to lendi 
This disinclination, when at its cKti erne point, is called a panic. It occuii 
when a succession of unexpected failures has created in the mercantiW, 
and sometimes also in the non-mcrcai^^ile public, a general distrust in 
each other’s solvency ; disposing every epe not only to refuse fresh credit, 
except on very onerous terms, but to cafi in, if possible, all credit which he 
has already given. Deposits are withdrawn from banks ; notes are re- 
turned on the issuers in exchange for specie ; bankers raise their rate of 
discount, and withhold their customary advances ; merchants refuse to 
renew mercantile bills. At such times the most calamitous consequences 
were formerly experienced from the attempt of the law to prevent more 
than a certain limited rate of interest from being given or taken. Persons 
who could not borrow at five per cent , had to pay, not six or seven, but 
ten or fifteen per cent , to compensate the lender for risking the penalties 
of the law : or had to sell securities or goods for ready money at a still 
greater sacrifice. These evils have been less felt since mercantile bills 
have been exempted by statute from the operation of the usury laws. 

Except at such periods, ♦he amount of capital disposable' on loan is 
subject to little other variation than that which arises from the gradual 
process of accumulation ; which process however, in the great com- 
mercial countries, is sufficiently rapid to account for the almost periodical 
recurrence of these fits of speculation ; since, when a few years have 
elapsed without a crisis, and no new and tempting channel for investment 
has been opened in the ^neantime, there is always found to have occurred 
in those few years so large an increase of capital seeking investment, as 
to have lowered considerably the rate of interest, whether indicated by 
the prices of securities or by the rate of discount on bills ; and this 
duninution of interest tempts the possessors to incur hazards m hopes of 
a more considerable return. 

The demand for loans varies much more largely than the supply, and 
embraces longer cycles of years in its aberrations. A time of war, for 
example, is a period of unusual drafts on the loan markets. The 
government, at such times, generally incurs new loans, and as these 
usually succeed each other rapidly as long as the war lasts, the general 
rate of interest is kept higher in war than in peace, without reference to 
the rate of profit, and productive industry is stinted of its usual supplies. 
During a part of the last war, she government could not borrow under six 
per cent., and of course all other borrowers had to pay at least as much. 
Nor docs the influence of these loans altogether cease when the govern- 
ment ceases to contract others ; for those already contracted continue to 
afford an investment for a greatly increased amount of the disposable 
capital of the country, which, if the national debt were paid off, would be 
added to the mass of capital seeking investment, and (independently of tem- 
porary disturbance) could not but, to some extent, permanently lower the 
rate of interest. 

The same effect on interest which is produced by government loans for 
war expenditure, is produced by the sudden opening of any new and 
generally attractive mode of permanent investment. The only instance 
of the kind in recent history on a scale comparable to that of the war 
loans, is the absorption of capital in the construction of railways. This 
capital must have been principally drawn from the deposits in banks, or 
from savings which would have gone into deposit, and which were des- 
tined to be ultimately employed in buying securities from persons who 
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Would have employed the purchase money in discounts or other loans at 
pterest : in either case, it was a draft on the general loan fund. It is, in 
fact, evident, that unless savings^were made expressly to be employed in 
railway adventure, the amount thus employed must have been derived 
either from the actual capital persons m business, or from capital 
which would have been lent to persons in«busincss. In the fiist case, the 
subtraction, by crippling their means, obliges them to be larger borrowers, 
in the second, it leaves less for them to borrow ; in either case it equally 
tends to raise the rate of interest. 

§ 4. From the preceding considerations it would be seen, even if it were 
not otherwise^vident, how great an error it is to imagine that the rate of 
intciest bears any necessary relation to the quantity or value of the money 
in circulation. An inciease of the currency has in itself no effect, and is 
incapable of having any effect, on the rate of intcicst. A paper currency 
issued by government m the payment of its ordinary expenses, in however 
great excess it may be issued, affects the rate of interest in no manner 
whatever. It diminishes indeed the pow’cr of money to purchase com- 
modities, but not the power of money to purchase money. If a hundred 
pounds will buy a perpetual annuity of four pounds a year, a depreciation 
which makes the hundred pounds worth only half as much as before, has 
precisely the same effect on the four pounds, and therefore cannot alter 
the relation between the two. Unless, indeed, it is known and reckoned 
upon that the depreciation will only be temporary ; for people certainly 
might be willing to lend theMepret lated currency on cheaper terms if 
they expected to be repaid in money of full value. • 

It is perfectly true that in England, and in most other commercial 
countries, an addition to the currency almost always seems to have the 
effect of lowering the rate of interest ; because it is almost always accom- 
panied by something which really has that tendency. The currency in 
common use, being a currency provided by bankers, is all issued in the 
way of loans, except such pait as happens to be employed in the pui chase 
of gold or silver. The same operation, therefore, which adds to the cur- 
rency, also adds to the loans, or to the capital seeking investment on loan ; 
properly, indeed, the currency is only increased in order that the loans 
may be increased Now, though as currency these issues have not an 
effect on interest, as loans they have. Inasmuch therefore as an expan- 
sion or contraction of paper currency, when that currency consists of 
bank notes, is always also an expansion or contraction of credit ; the dis- 
tinction is seldom properly drawn between the effects which belong to it 
in the former and in the latter character. The confusion is thickened by 
the unfortunate misapplication of language, which designates the rate of 
interest by a phrase (‘the value of money’) which properly expresses the 
purchasing power of the circulating medium. Not only, therefore, are 
bank notes supposed to produce effects as currency, which they only pro- 
duce as loans, but attention is habitually diverted from effects similar in 
kind and much greater in degree, when produced by an action on loans 
which does not happen to be accompanied by any action on the cur- 
rency. 

For example, in considering the effect produced by the proceedings of 
banks in encouraging the excesses of speculation, an immense effect is 
usually attributed to their issues of notes, but until of late hardly any 
attention was paid to the management of their deposits, although nothing 
b more certain than that their imprudent extensions of credit take place 
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more frequently by means of their deposits than of their issues. ‘ There 
is no doubt/ says Mr. Tooke* ‘that banks, whether private or joint 
stock, may, if imprudently conducted, minister to an undue extension of I 
credit for the purpose of speculations, whether in commodities, or m over-i 
trading in exports or imports, or in buiWing or mining operations, and 
that they have so ministered nqt imfrequently, and in some cases to an 
extent ruinous to themselves, and without ultimate benefit to the parties to 
whose views their resources were made subservient.' But, ‘supposing all 
the deposits received by a banker to be in coin, is he not, just as much as 
the issuing banker, exposed to the impoitunity of customers, whom it may 
be impolitic to refuse, for loans or discounts, or to be tempted by a high 
interest ? and may he not be induced to encroach so much upon his de- 
posits, as to leave him, under not improbable ciicumstances, unable to 
meet the demands of his depositors? In what respect, indeed, would the 
case of a banker m a perfectly metallic circulation differ from that of a 
London banker of the present day ? He is not a creator of money, he 
cannot avail himself of his piivilegc as an issuer in aid of his other 
business, and yet there have been lamentable instances of London bankers 
issuing money in excess.’ 

In the discussions, too, which have been for so many years carried 
on respecting the operations of the Bank of England, and the effects prO' 
duced by those operations on the state of credit, although for nearly half a 
century there never has been a commercial crisis which the Bank has not 
been strenuously accused eithef of producing or of aggravating, it has 
been almost universally assumed that the influence of its acts was felt only 
through the amount of its notes m circulation, and that if it could be pre- 
vented from exercising any discretion as to that one featuie in its 
position, it would no longer have any power liable to abuse This at least 
IS an error which, after the experience of the year 1847, we may hope has 
been committed for the last time. During that year the hands of the 
Bank were absolutely tied, in its character of a bank of issue ; but 
through Its operations as a bank of deposit it exeicised as great an 
influence, or apparent influence, on the rate of interest and the state of 
credit, as at any fonner period ; it was exposed to as vehement 
accusations of abusing that influence ; and a crisis occurred, such as few 
that preceded it had equalled, and none perhaps surpassed in intensity. 

§ 5. Before quitting the general subject of this chapter, I mil make the 
obvious remark, that the rate of interest determines the value and price of 
all those saleable articles, which aie desired and bought, not for them- 
selves, but for the income which they are capable of yielding. The public 
funds, shares in joint stock companies, and all descriptions of securities, 
are at a high price m proporiion as the rale of interest is low. They arc 
sold at the price which will give the market rate of interest on the pur- 
chase money, with allowance for all differences in the risk incurred, or in 
any circumstance of convenience. Exchequer bills, for example, usually 
sell at a higher price than consols, proportionally to the interest which 
they yield, because, although the sccuiity is the same, yet the former 
being annually paid off at pai, unless renewed by the holder, the 
purchaser (unless obliged to sell in a moment of geneial emergency) 
IS in no danger of losing anything by the resale, except the premium he 
may have paid. 


• Jn^uirf into tho Currency Principle^ ch, xiv, 
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The price of land, mines, and all other fixed sources of income, depends 
in like manner on the rate of interest. Land usually sells at a higher 
price, in proportion to the income afforded by it, than the public funds, 
not only because it is thought, even in this country, to be somewhat more 
secure, but because ideas oflpowerand dignity aie associated with 
its possession. But these differences ai^ constant, or nearly so ; and m 
the variations of puce, land follows, caicrts paribus^ iho permanent 
(though of course not the daily) variations of the rate of interest. When 
interest is low, land will naturally be dear; when interest is high, 
land will be cheap. The last war presented a striking exception to 
this rule, since the price of land as well as the rate of interest w'as 
then remarkably high For this, however, there was a special cause. 
The continuance of a very high average price of corn for many years had 
raised the rent of land even more than in proportion to the rise of interest 
and fall of the selling price of fixed incomes. Had it not been for this 
r.ccident, chiefly dependent on the seasons, land must have sustained as 
great a depreciation in value as the public funds : which it probably would 
do, were a war to break out hereafter ; to the signal disappointment 
of those landlords and farmers who, generalizing from the casual circum- 
stances of a remarkable period, so long persuaded themselves that a state 
of war was peculiarly advantageous, and a state of peace disadvantageous, 
to what they chose to call the interests of agriculture. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

OF THE REGULATION OF A CONVERTIBLE PAPER CURRENCY. 

§ I. The fiequcnt recurrence during the last half century of the painful 
series of phenomena called a commercial crisis, has directed much of the 
attention both of economists and of practical politicians to the contriving 
of expedients for averting, or at the least, mitigating its evils. And the 
habit which grew up during the eia of the Bank restriction, of ascribing 
all alternations of high and low price to the issues of banks, has caused 
inquirers in general to fix their hopes of success in moderating those 
vicissitudes, upon schemes for the regulation of bank notes. A scheme 
of this nature, after having obtained the sanction of high authorities, so 
far established itself in the public mind, as to be, with general appro- 
bation, converted into a law, at the last renewal of the Charter of the 
liank of England : and the regulation is still in force, though ivith a gicat 
abatement of its popularity, and with its prestige impaired by a temporal y 
suspension, on the lesponsibility of the executive, little moie than three 
years after its enactment. It is proper that the merits of this plan for the 
regulation of a convertible bank note currency should be here considered. 
Before touching upon the practical provisions of Sir Robert Peel’s Act of 
1844, I shall briefly state the nature and examine the grounds of the 
theory dn which it is founded. 

It is believed by many that banks of issue univcisally, or the Bank of 
England in particular, have a power of throwing their notes into circu- 
lation, and thereby raising prices, aibitrarily ; that this power is only 
limited by the degree of moderation with which they think fit to exercise 
it ; that \yhen they increase their issues beyond the usual amount, the 
rise pf prices, thus produced, generates a spirit of speculation in com* 
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modi ties, tv'liich carries prices still higher, and ultimately causes a reaction 
and recoil, amounting in extreme cases to a pmmercial crisis ; and that 
every such crisis which has occurred in /his country within mercantile 
memory, has been either originally prodficed by this cause, or greatly 
aggravated by it. To this extreme lerig|'h the currency theory has not 
been carried by the eminent political economists who have given to a 
more moderate form of the same theory the sanction of their names. But 
I have not overstated the extravagance of the popular version ; which is 
a remarkable instance to what lengths a favourite theory will hurry, not 
the closet-students whose competency in such questions is often treated 
with so much contempt, but men of the world and of business, who pique 
themselves on the practical knowledge which they have at least had 
ample opportunities of acquiring. Not only has this fixed idea of the 
currency as the prime agent in the fluctuations of price made them shut 
their eyes to the multitude of circumstances which, by influencing the 
expectation of supply, are the true causes of almost all speculations and of 
almost all fluctuations of price ; but in order to bring about the chrono- 
logical agreement required by their theory between the variations of bank 
issues and those of prices, they have played such fantastic tricks with facts 
and dates as would be thought incredible, if an eminent practical 
authority had not taken the trouble of meeting them, on the ground of 
mere history, with an elaborate and systematic exposure. I refer, as all 
conversant with the subject must be aware, to Mr Tooke’s Histoiy of 
Puces. The result of Mr. Tooke’s investigations was thus stated by 
himself, in his exammation before the Commons Committee on the Bank 
Charter question in 1832 ; and the evidences of it stand recorded in his 
book : ‘ In point of fact, and historically, as far as my researches have 
gone, in every signal instance of a rise or fall of prices, the rise or fall has 
preceded, and therefore could not be the effect of, an enlargement or con- 
traction of the bank circulation.* 

The extravagance of the currency theorists, in attributing almost every 
rise or fall of prices to an enlargement or contraction of the issues of bank 
notes, has raised up, by reaction, a theory the extreme opposite of the 
fonner, of which, in scientific discussion, the most prominent representa- 
tives are Mr. Tooke and Mr. Fullarton. This counter-theory denies to 
bank notes, so long as their convertibility is maintained, any power what- 
ever of raising prices, and to banks any power of increasing their circu- 
lation, except as a consequence of, and in proportion to, an increase of 
the business to be done. This last statement is supported by the unani- 
mous assurances of all the country bankers who have been examined 
before successive Parliamentary Committees on the subject. They all 
bear testimony that (in the words of Mr. Fullarton*) ‘ the amount of their 
issues is exclusivel/ regulated by the extent of local dealings and 
expenditure in their respective districts, fluctuating with the fluctuations 
of production and price, and that they neither can increase their issues 
beyond the limits which the range of such dealings and expenditure 
prescribes, without the certainty of having their notes immediately 
returned to them, nor diminish them, but at an almost equal certainty 
of the vacancy being filled up from some other source.* From these 
premises it is argued by Mr. Tooke and Mr. Fullarton, that bank issues, 
since they cannot be increased in amount unless there be an increased 


* Kegnlaiion of Currencies^ p. 85. 
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demand, cannot possibly raise prices ; cannot encourage speculation, nor 
occasion a commercial crisis ; and that the attempt to guard against that 
evil by an artificial management of the issue of notes, is of no effect for 
the intended purpose, and liaAe to produce other consequences extremely 
calamitous. . 

§ 2 . As much of this doctriifc as rests upon testimony, and not upon 
inference, appears to me incontrovertfble. I give complete credence 
to the assertion of the country bankers, very clearly and correctly 
condensed into a small compass in the sentence just quoted from Mr. 
Fullarton. I am convinced that they cannot possibly increase their issue 
of notes m any other circumstances than those which are there stated. 
1 believe, also, that the theory, grounded by Mr. Fullarton upon this 
fact, contains a large portion of truth, and is far nearer to being the 
expression of the whole truth than any form whatever of the currency 
theory. 

There are two states of the markets : one which may be termed the 
quiescent state, the other the expectant, or speculative state. The first 
is that m which there is nothing tending to engender m any considerable 
portion of the mercantile public a desire to extend their operations The 
producers produce and the dealers purchase only their usual stocks, 
having no expectation of a more than usually rapid vent for them. Each 
person transacts his ordinary amount of business and no more, or in- 
creases it only in correspondence with the increase of his capital or con- 
nexions, or with the gradual growth of •the demand for his commodity, 
occasioned by the public prosperity. Not meditating any unusual ex- 
tension of their own operations, producers and deatos do not need more 
than the usual accommodation from bankers and other money lenders ; 
and as it is only by extending their loans that bankers increase their 
issues, none but a momentary augmentation of issues is m these circum* 
stances possible. If at a certain time of the year a portion of the public 
have larger payments to make than at other times, or if an individual, 
under some peculiar exigency, requires an extra advance, they may apply 
for more bank notes, and obtain them ; but the notes will no more remain 
in circulation, than the extra quantity of Bank of England notes which 
are issued once in every three months in payment of the dividends. The 
person to whom, after being borrowed, the notes are paid away, has no 
extra payments to make, and no peculiar exigency, and he keeps them by 
him unused, or sends them into deposit, or repays with them a pievious 
advance made to him by some banker ; in any case, he does not buy 
commodities with them, since by the supposition there is nothing to 
induce him to lay in a larger stock of commodities than before. In this 
case, therefore, there can be no addition, at the discretion of bankers, 
to the general circulating medium ; any increase pf their issues either 
comes back to them, or remains idle in the hands of the public, and no 
rise takes place in prices. 

But there is another state of the markets strikingly contrasted with the 
preceding, and to this state it is not so obvious that the theory of Mr. 
Tooke and Mr. Fullarton is applicable; namely, when an impression 
prevails, whether well founded or groundless, that the supply of one or 
more great articles of commerce is likely to fall short of the ordinary con- 
sumption. In such circumstances all persons connected with those com- 
modities desire to extend their operations. The producers or importers 
desire to produce or import a larger quantity, speculators desire to lay in 
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a stock in order to profit by the expected rise of price, and holders of 
the commodity desire additional advances to enable them to continue 
holding. All these classes are disposed to make a more than oidinai7 
use of their credit, and to this desire it is mot denied that bankers vciy 
often unduly administer. Plflccts of the same kind may be pioduccd by 
anything which, exciting more than usual ^nopes of profit, gives increased 
briskness to business for example, a sudden foreign demand for com- 
modities on a large scale, or the expectation of it ; such as occurred on 
the opening of Spanish America to Knglish trade, and has occuried on 
various occasions in the trade with the United States. Such occurrences 
pi od lice a tendency to a rise of price m exportable ai tides, and generate 
speculations, sometimes of a reasonable, and (as long as a large proportion 
of men in business prefer excitement to safety) frequently of an irrational 
or immoderate character. In such cases there is a desire in the mer- 
cantile classes, or in some portion of them, to employ their credit, in a 
moie than usual degree, as a power of puichasing. This is a state of 
business which, when pushed to an extreme length, brings on the revul- 
sion called a commercial crisis ; and it is a known fact that such periods 
of speculation hardly ever pass off without having been attended, during 
some part of their pi ogress, by a considerable increase of bank notes. 

To this, howevei, it is replied by Mr. Tooke and Mr. Fullaiton, that 
the increase of the circulation always follows instead of preceding the 
rise of prices, and is not Us cause, but its effect. That m the first place, 
the speculative purchases by wh^ch prices are raised, are not effected by 
bank notes but by cheques, or still more commonly on a simple book 
credit : and secondry, even if they were made with bank notes borrowed 
for that express purpose from bankers, the notes, after being used for 
that purpose, would, if not wanted for current transactions, be returned 
into deposit by the persons receiving them. In this I fully concur, and 
I regard it as proved, both scientifically and historically, that during the 
ascending peiiod of speculation, and as long as it is confined to transac- 
tions between dealers, the issues of bank notes are seldom materially 
increased, nor contribute anything to the speculative rise of prices. It 
seems to me, however, that this can no longer be affirmed when specula- 
tion has proceeded so far as to reach the producers. Speculative orders 
given by merchants to manufacturers induce them to extend their opera- 
tions, and to become applicants to bankers for increased advances, 
which, if made in notes, are not paid away to persons who return them 
into deposit, but are paitially expended in paying wages, and pass into 
the various channels of retail trade, where they become directly effective 
in producing a further rise of prices. I cannot but think that this employ- 
ment of bank notes must have been powerfully operative on prices at the 
time when notes of one and two pounds value were permitted by law. 
Admitting, however, that the prohibition of notes below five pounds has 
now rendeied this part of their operation comparatively insignificant by 
greatly limiting their applicability to the payment of wages, there is 
another form of their instrumentality which comes into play in the later 
stages of speculation, and which forms the principal argument of the 
more moderate supporters of the currency theory. Although advances 
by bankers are seldom demanded for the purpose of buying on specula- 
tion, they are largely demanded by unsuccessful speculators for the 
purpose of holding on ; and the competition of these speculators for a 
share of the loanable capital, makes even those who have not speculated. 
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fhore dependent than before on bankers for the advances they require. 
Between the ascending- peiiod of speculation and the revulsion, there is 
an interval, extending to wee^js and sometimes months, of stiuggling 
ag.jinst a fall. The tide having shown signs of turning, the speculative 
holders are unwilling to sell ir^ a falling maiket, and in llic ‘meantime 
they require funds to enable tlfem to fqjfil even their oidinary engage- 
ments. It is this stage that is ordinaiily marked by a considerable 
increase in the amount of the bank note circulation. That such an 
increase does usually take place, is denied by no one. And I think it 
must be admitted that this increase lends to prolong the duiation of the 
speculations ; that it enables the speculative prices to be kept up for 
some time after they would otherwise have collapsed ; and thercfoie 
prolongs and increases the drain of the piecioiis metals for exportation, 
which is a leading featuie of this stage m the progress of a commeicial 
crisis : the continuance of which dram at last endangering the power of 
the banks to fulfil their engagement of paying their notes on demand, 
they aie compelled to contract their credit more suddenly and severely 
than would have been necessary if they had been pre\ented fiom propping 
up speculation by increased advances, after the time when the recoil had 
become inevitable. 

§ 3. To prevent this retardation of the recoil, and ultimate aggravation 
of Its severity, is the object of the scheme for regulating the cunency, 
of which Mr. Loyd, Mr. Norman, and Colonel Torrens, were the first 
promulgators, and which has, in a shglftly modified form, been enacted 
into law. 

According to the scheme in its original purity, the Issue of promissory 
notes for circulation was to be confined to one body. In the form 
adopted by Parliament, all existing issuers are permitted to retain this 
privilege, but none are to be hereafter admitted to it, even in the place of 
those who may discontinue their issues : and, for all except the Bank of 
England, a maximum of issues is prescribed, on a scale intentionally low. 
To the Bank of England no maximum is fixed for the aggregate amount 
of Its notes, but only for the portion which are issued on securities, or in 
other words, on loan. These are never to exceed a certain limit, fixed for 
the present at fourteen millions.* All issues beyond that amount must 
be in exchange for bullion ; of which the Bank is bound to purchase, at a 
trifle below the mint valuation, any quantity which is offered to it, giving 
its notes in exchange. In regard, therefore, to any issue of notes beyond 
the limit of fourteen millions, the Bank is purely passive, having no 
function but the compulsory one of giving its notes for gold at 3/. 17^ 9//., 
and gold for its notes at 3/, 17^. whenever and by whomsoever it is 

called upon to do so. 

The object for which this mechanism is intended is, that the bank note 
currency may vary in its amount at the exact times, and in the exact 
degree, in which a purely metallic currency would vary. The precious 
metals being by universal experience the commodity approaching nearest 
to that invariability in all the circumstances influencing value, which fits 
a commodity for being adopted as a medium of exchange, it is an essen* 

* A conditional increase of this maximum is permitted, but only when by 
arrangement with any country bank the issues of that bank are discontinued, and 
Bank of England notes substituted : and even then the increase is capriciously 
limited to two-thirds of the amount of the country notes to be thereby superseded. 
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tial requisite of any substitute for those metals, that it should confonn 
exactly in its value to a metallic currency, and for that purpose it is very 
plausibly considered necessary that it should conform in its quantity 
likewise. ’’ 

How far this purpose is really fulfilled by the means adopted, we shall 
presently examine First, however, let is consider whether the measure 
effects the practical object chi6fly relied on in its defence by the more 
sober of its advocates, that of arresting speculative extensions of credit at 
an earlier period, with a less dram of gold, and consequently by a milder 
and more gradual process. I think it must be admitted that to a certain 
degree it is successful in this object. 

I am aware of what may be urged, and reasonably urged, in opposition 
to this opinion. It will be said, that when the time arrives at which the 
banks are pressed for increased advances to enable speculators to fulfil 
their engagements, a limitation of the issue of notes will not prevent the 
banks, if otherwise willing, from making these advances ; that they have 
still their deposits as a source from which loans may be made beyond the 
point which is consistent with prudence as bankers ; and that, even if 
they refused to do so, the only effect would be, that the deposits them- 
selves would be drawn out to supply the wants of the depositors ; which 
would be just as much an addition to the bank notes and coin in the 
hands of the public, as if the notes themselves were increased. This is 
true, and is a sufficient answer to those who think that the advances of 
banks to prop up failing speculations are objectionable chiefly as an 
increase of the currency. But the mode in which they are really objec- 
tionable, is as an extension of credit. If, instead of lending their notes, 
the banks allow the demand of their customers for disposable capital to 
act on the deposits, there is the same increase of currency, (for a short 
time at least,) but there is not an increase of loans. The rate of interesj, 
theiefore, is not prevented from rising at the first moment when the diffi- 
culties consequent on excess of speculation begin to be felt. Speculative 
holders are obliged to submit earlier to that loss by resale, which could 
not have been prevented from coming on them at last ; the recoil of prices 
and collapse of general credit take place sooner. 

To appreciate the effect which this acceleration of the crisis has in 
mitigating its intensity, let us advert more particularly to the nature and 
effects of* that leading feature in the period just preceding the collapse, 
the drain of gold. A rise of prices produced by a speculative extension 
of credit, even when bank notes have not been the instrument, is not the 
less effectual (if it lasts long enough) in turning the exchanges : and when 
the exchanges have turned from this cause, they can only be turned back, 
and the drain of gold stopped, either by a fall of prices or by a rise of the 
rate of interest A fall of prices will stop it by removing the cause which 
produced it, and by rendering goods a more advantageous remittance 
than gold, even for paying debts already due. A rise of the rate of 
interest, and fall, consequently, of the prices of securities, will accomplish 
the purpose still more rapidly, by inducing foreigners, instead of taking 
away the gold which is due to them, to leave it for investment within the 
country, and even send gold into the country to take advantage of the 
increased rate of interest. Of this last mode of stopping a drain of gold, 
the year 1847 afforded signal examples. But until one of these two 
things takes place— until either prices fall, or the rate of interest rises — 
nothing can possibly arresti or even moderate, the efflux of gold. Now, 
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neither will prices fall nor interest rise, so long as the unduly expanded 
credit is upheld by the continued advances of bankers. It is well known 
that when a dram of gold has let in, even if bank notes have not increased 
in quantity, it is upon them that the contraction first falls, the gold wanted 
for exportation being always obtained from the Bank of England in 
exchange for its notes. But uiraer the system which preceded 1844, the 
Bank of England, being subjected, in common with other banks, to the 
importunities for fresh advances which are characteristic of such a time, 
could, and often did, immediately re-issue the notes which had been 
returned to it in exchange for bullion. It is a great error, certainly, to 
suppose that the mischief of this re-issue chiefly consisted in preventing a 
contraction of the currency. It was, however, quite as mischievous as it 
has ever been supposed to be. As long as it lasted, the efflux of gold 
could not cease, since neither would prices fall nor interest rise while 
these advances continued. Prices, having risen without any increase of 
bank notes, could well have fallen without a diminution of them ; but 
having risen in consequence of an extension of credit, they could not fall 
without a contraction of it. As long, therefore, as the Bank of England 
and the other banks persevered in this course, so long gold continued to 
flow out, until so little was left that the Bank of England, being in danger 
of suspension of payments, was compelled at last to contract its discounts 
and other loans so greatly and suddenly as to produce a much more 
extreme variation in the rate of interest, inflict much greater loss and 
distress on individuals, and destroy a muc'h greater amount of the ordinary 
credit of the country, than any real necessity requiied# 

I acknowledge (and the experience of 1847 has proved even to those 
who overlooked it before) that the mischief now described may be wrought, 
and in large measure, by the Bank of England, through its deposits alone. 
It may continue or even increase its discounts and advances, when it 
ought to contract them ; with the ultimate effect of making the con- 
traction much more severe and sudden than necessary. I cannot but 
think, however, that banks which commit this error with their deposits, 
would commit it still more if they were at liberty to make increased loans 
with their issues as well as their deposits. I am compelled to think that 
the being restricted from increasing their issues, is a real impediment to 
their making those advances which arrest the tide at its turn, and make 
it rush like a torrent afterwards. If the restrictions of the Act of 1844 
were no obstacle to the advances of banks in the interval preceding the 
crisis, why were they found an insuperable obstacle during the crisis ? an 
obstacle which nothing less w^ould overcome than a suspension of the law, 
through the assumption by government of a temporary dictatorship? 
Evidently they are an obstacle ;* and when the Act is blamed for inter- 
posing obstacles at a time when not obstacles but facilities are needed, it 

* It would not be to the purpose to say, by way of objection, that the obstacle 
may be evaded by granting the increased advance in book credits, to be drawn 
against by cheques, without the aid of bank notes. This is indeed possible, as Mr. 
Fullarton has remarked, and as I have myself said in a former chapter. But this 
substitute for bank-note currency certainly has not yet been organized ; and the 
law having clearly manifested its intention that, in the case supposed, increased 
credits should not be granted, it is yet a problem whether the law would not reach 
what might be regarded as an evasion of its prohibitions, or whether deference to 
the law would not produce (as it has hitherto done).on the part of banking estab* 
lishments, conformity to its spirit and purpose, as well as to its mere letter. 
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must in justice receive credit for interposing them when they are an 
acknowledged benefit. In this particular, therefore, I think it cannot be 
denied, that the new system is a real imprcVement upon the old. 

§ 4. But although I am compelled to differ thus far from the opinion of 
Mr. Tooke and of Mr. Fullarton, I concur with them in thinlcing that 
these advantages, whatever value may be put on them, are purchased by 
still greater disadvantages. 

In the first place, a large extension of credit by bankers, though most 
hurtful when, credit being already in an inflated state, it can only serve to 
retard and aggravate the collapse, is most salutary when the collapse has 
come, and when credit instead of being m excess is in distressing 
deficiency, and increased advances by bankers, instead of being an 
addition to the ordinary amount of floating credit, serve to replace a mass 
of other credit which has been suddenly destroyed. Antecedently to 
1844, if the Bank of England occasionally aggravated the severity of a 
commercial revulsion by rendering the collapse of credit more tardy and 
thence more violent than necessary, it in return rendered in\aluable 
services during the revulsion itself, by coming forward with advances to 
support solvent firms, at a time when all other paper and almost all 
mercantile credit had become comparatively valueless. This service was 
eminently conspicuous m the crisis of 1825-6, the severest probably ever 
cxpeiienced ; during which the Bank increased what is called its circula- 
tion by many millions, in advances to those mercantile firms of whose 
ultimate solvency it felt no doubt'; advances which if it had been obliged 
to withhold, the seventy of the crisis would have been even greater than 
it was. If the Bank, it is justly remarked by Mr. Fullarton,* complies 
W'lth such applications, * it must comply with them by an issue of notes, 
foi notes constitute the only instrumentality through which the Bank is in 
the practice of lending its credit. But those notes are not intended to 
circulate, nor do they ciiculate. There is no more demand for circulation 
than there was before. On the contrary, the rapid decline of prices which 
the case in supposition presumes, would necessarily contract the demand 
for ciiculation. The notes would either be returned to the Bank of 
England, as fast as they were issued, in the shape of deposits, or would 
be locked up in the drawers of the private London bankers, or distributed 
by them to their correspondents in the country, or intercepted by other 
capitalists, who, during the fervour of the pievious excitement, had con- 
tracted liabilities which they might be impeifectly prepared on the sudden 
to encounter. In such emergencies, every man connected with business, 
who has been trading on other means than his own, is placed on the 
defensive, and liis whole object is to make himself as sliong as possible, 
an object which cannot be-morc effectually answered than by keeping by 
him as large a reseWe as possible in paper which the law has made a 
legal tender. The notes themselves never find their way into the produce 
markets ; and if they at all contribute to retard * (or, as I should rather 
sny, to moderate) ‘the fall of prices, it is not by promoting in the slightest 
degree the effective demand for commodities, not by enabling consumers 
to buy more largely for consumption, and so giving briskness to commerce, 
but by a process precisely the reverse, by enabling the holders of com- 
modities to hold on, by obstructing traffic and repressing consumption.* 
The opportune relief thus afforded to credit, during the excessive con^ 


* P. 106. 
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traction which succeeds to an undue expansion, is consistent with the 
principle of the new system ; for an extraordinary contraction of credit, 
and fall of prices, inevitably draw gold into the country, and the principle 
of the system is that the bank-note currency shall be pei nutted, and c\cn 
compelled, to enlarge itself, in all cases in which a metallic curicncy \\ou’d 
do the same. But, what the toiinciple of the law would encourage, its 
provisions in this instance preclude, by hot suffering the increased issues 
to take place until the gold has actually arrived ; which is never until the 
worst part of the crisis is past, and almost all the losses and failures 
attendant on it are consummated. The machinery of the svstem with- 
holds, until for many purposes it comes too late, the very me d cine which 
the theory of the system prescribes as the sovcieign remedy 

This function of banks in filling up the gap made in mercantile credit 
by the consccjuenccs of undue speculation and its revulsion, is so entirely 
indispensable, that if the Act of 1844 continues unrepcalcd, there can be 
no difficulty m foreseeing that its provisions must be suspended as they 
were in 1847, m every period of great commercial difficulty, as soon as 
the crisis has really and completely set in. Were this all, there would be 
no absolute inconsistency in maintaining the restriction as a means of 
pi eventing a crisis, and relaxing it for the purpose of relieving one. But 
there is another objection, of a still more radical and comprehensive 
character, to the new system. 

Professing, in theory, to require that a paper currency shall vary in its 
amount in exact conformity to the vaiiiations^of a metallic currency, it 
provides, in fact, that in every case of an efflux of gold, a corresponding 
diminution shall take place in the quantity of bank ndtes ; in other words, 
that every exportation of the precious metals shall be virtually drawn from 
the circulation ; It being assumed that this would be the case if the cur- 
rency were wholly metallic. This theory, and these practical arrange- 
ments, arc adapted to the case in which the drain of gold originates in a 
rise of prices produced by an undue expansion of currency or credit ; but 
they are adapted to no case beside. 

When the efflux of gold is the last stage of a series of effects arising 
from an increase of the currency, or from an expansion of credit tanta- 
mount in Its effect on prices to an increase of currency, it is in that case a 
fair assumption that in a puiely metallic system the gold cxpoited would 
be drawn from the currency itself ; because such a drain, being in its 
nature unlimited, will necessarily continue as long as cuircncy and credit 
arc undimmished. But an exportation of the precious metals often ai iscs 
from no causes affecting currency or credit, but simply from an unusual 
extension of foreign payments, arising either from the state of the markets 
for commodities, or from some circumstance not commercial. In this 
class of causes, four, of powerful operation, are incli^led, of each of which 
the last fifty years of English history afford repeated instances. The first 
is that of an extraordinary foreign expenditure by government, either 
political or military ; as in the last war, and particularly in the latter years 
of it. The second is the case of a large exportation of capital for foreign 
investment ; such as the loans and mining operations which partly con- 
tributed to the crisis of 1825, and the American speculations which were 
the principal cause of the crisis of 1839. The third is a fliilurcof crops in 
thecountiics which supply us with the raw material of important manu* 
factures ; such as the cotton failure in Ameiica, which compelled Eng- 
land, in 1847, to incur unusual liabilities for the purchase of that 
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commodity at an advanced price. The fourth is a bad harvest, and A 
great consequent importation of food : of which the years 1846 and 1847 
present an example surpassing all antecedent expeiience. 

In none of these cases, if the currency were metallic, would the gold or 
silver exported for the purposes in question be neccssaiily, or even pro- 
bably, drawn from the circulation. It w^uld be drawn from the hoaids, 
which under a metallic currency'always exist to a very large amount ; in 
uncivilized countries, in the hands of all who can affoid it ; in civilized 
Countries chiefly in the form of bankers’ reserves. Mr, Tooke, in his 
* Inquiry into the Currency Principle,’ bears testimony to this fact ; but it 
is to Mr Fullarton that the public are indebted for the cleaiest and most 
satisfactory elucidation of it As I am not aware that this part of the 
theory of currency has been set foith by any other writer with anything 
like the same degree of completeness, I shall quote somewhat largely from 
this able production. 

‘ No person who has ever resided in an Asiatic country, where hoarding 
is carried on to a far larger extent in proportion to the existing stock of 
wealth, and where the practice has become much more deeply engrafted 
in the habits of the people, by traditionary appichensions of insecurity 
and the difficulty of finding safe and remunerative investments, than in 
any European community— no person who has had personal experience 
of this state of society, can be at a loss to recollect innumerable instances 
of large metallic treasures extracted m times of pecuniary difficulty from 
the coffers of individuals by the temptation of a high rate of inteiest, and 
brought m aid of the public necessities, nor, on the other hand, of the 
facility with which 'those treasures have been absorbed again, when the 
inducements which had drawn them into light were no longer in opera- 
tion. In countries more advanced in civilization and wealth than the 
Asiatic principalities, and where no man is m fear of attracting the 
cupidity of power by an external display of riches, but where the inter- 
change of commodities is still almost universally conducted through the 
medium of a metallic circulation, as is the case with most of the com- 
mercial countries on the Continent of Europe, the motives for amassing 
the precious metals may be less powerful than in the majority of Asiatic 
principalities ; but the ability to accumulate being more widely extended, 
the absolute quantity amassed will be found piobably to bear a consider- 
ably larger proportion to the population* In those states which lie 
exposed to hostile invasion, or whose social condition is unsettled and 
menacing, the motive indeed must still be very strong ; and in a nation 
carrying on an extensive commerce, both foreign and internal, without 
any considerable aid from any of the banking substitutes for money, the 
reserves of gold and silver indispensably rcquiied to secure the regularity 
of payments, must 0/ themselves engross a share of the circulating com 
which It would not be easy to estimate. 

‘ In this country, where the banking system has been carried to an 
extent and perfection unknown in any other part of Europe, and may be 
said to have entirely superseded the use of coin, except for retail dealings 
and the purposes of foreign commerce, the incentives to private hoarding 

* It is known, from unquestionable facts, that the hoards of money at all times 
existing in the hands of the French peasantry, often from a remote date, surpass 
any amount which could have been imagined possible; and even m so poor 
a country as Ireland, it has of late been ascertained that the small farmers some- 
times possess hoards quite disproportioned to their visible means of subsistence. 



REGULATION OP CURRENCY. 443 

exist no longer, and the hoards have all been transferied to the banks, or 
rather, 1 should say, to the Bank of England. But in France, where the 
bank-note circulation is still co|nparatively limited, the quantity of gold 
and silver coin in existence I find now currently estimated, on what are 
described as the latest authorities, at the enormous sum of 120 millions 
sterling; nor is the estimate 4t all at^vaiiance with the reasonable 
probabilities of the case. Of this vast treasure there is every reason to 
presume that a very large proportion, probably by much the greater part, 
is absorbed in the hoards. If you present for payment a bill for a 
thousand francs to a French banker, he brings you the silver in a sealed 
bag from his strong room. ^ And not the banker only, but every merchant 
and trader, according to his means, is under the necessity of keeping by 
him a stock of cash sufficient not only for his ordinary disbursements, but 
to meet any unexpected demands. That the quantity of specie accumu- 
lated in these innumerable depots, not in France only, but all over 
the Continent, where banking institutions are still either entirely wanting 
or very imperfectly organized, is not merely immense in itself, but admits 
of being largely drawn upon, and transferred even in vast masses from one 
country to another, with very little, if any, effect on prices, or other 
material derangements, we have had some lemarkable proofs among 
others, ‘the signal success which attended the simultaneous efforts of 
some of the principal European powers (Russia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden, 
and Denmark) to replenish their treasuries, and to replace with coin 
a considerable portion of the depreciated ‘paper which the necessities of 
the war had forced upon them, and this at the very time when the avail- 
able stock of the precious metals over the world had been reduced by the 
exertions of England to recover her metallic currency. . , , There can be 
no doubt that these combined operations were on a scale of very ex- 
traordinary magnitude, that they were accomplished without any sensible 
injury to commerce or public prosperity, or any other effect than some 
temporary derangement of the exchanges, and that the private hoards of 
treasure accumulated throughout Europe during the war must have been 
the principal source from which all this gold and silver was collected. 
And no person, I think, can fairly contemplate the vast superflux of 
metallic wealth thus proved to be at all times in existence, and, though in 
a dormant and inert state, always ready to spring into activity on the first 
indication of a sufficiently intense demand, without feeling themselves 
compelled to admit the possibility of the mines being even shut up for 
years together, and the production of the metals altogether suspended, 
while there might be scarcely a perceptible alteration in the exchangeable 
value of the metal.^ 

Applying this to the currency doctrine and its advocates, ‘ one might 
imagine,’ says Mr. Fullarton,t ‘that they supposed •the gold which is 
drained off for exportation from a country using a currency exclusively 
metallic, to be collected by driblets at the fairs and markets, or from the 
tills of the grocers and mercers. They never even allude to the existence 
of such a thing as a great hoard of the metals, though upon the action of 
the hoards depends the whole economy of international payments between 
specie -circulating communities, while any operation of the money 
collected in hoards upon prices must, even according to the currency 

* Fullarton on the Regiilaiion of Currencies^ pp. 7 ^- 4 * 

t Ibid., pp. 139-42. 
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rypothesis, be wholly impossible. We know from experience what 
enormous payments in gold and silver specie -circulating countries are 
capable, at times, of making, without the least disturbance of their internal 
prosperity ; and whence is it supposed *£hat these payments come, but 
from their hoards ? Let us think how the money market of a country 
transacting all its exchanges through th^uiicdium of the precious metals 
only, would be likely to be affected by the necessity of making a foreign 
payment of several millions. Of course the necessity could only be 
satisfied by a transmission of capital ; and would not the competition for 
the possession of capital for transmission which the occasion would call 
foith, necessarily raise the market rate of interest? If the payment was 
to be made by the government, would not the government, in all 
probability, have to open a new loan on terms more than usually favour- 
able to the lender? If made by merchants, would it not be drawn either 
from the deposits in banks, or from the reserves which merchants keep by 
them in default of banks, or w^ould it not oblige them to obtain the 
necessai y amount of specie by going into the money maikct as bonowers? 
‘And would not all this inevitably act upon the hoards, and diaw’ foith 
into actiMty a poition of the gold and silver wdiich the money-dealers had 
been accumulating, and some of them wuth the express view of w^atching 
such opportunities for turning their treasures to advantage ? 

‘ I would desire, indeed, no more convincing evidence of the com- 
petency of the machinery of the hoards in specie-paying countiies to per- 
foim every necessary office of international adjustment, without any 
sensible aid from the general circulation, than the facility with which 
Fiance, when but just recovering from the shock of a destructive foreign 
invasion, completed wathin the space of twenty-seven months the payment 
of her forced contribution of nearly twenty millions to the allied powers, 
and a considerable proportion of that sum in specie, without any per- 
ceptible contraction or derangement of her domestic currency, or even any 
alaiming fluctuation of her exchanges. 

‘ Or, to come to the piesent time [1844], the balance of payments with 
nearly all Kurope has for about four years past been m favour of this 
country, and gold has been poured in till the influx amounts to the 
unheard-of sum of about fourteen millions sterling Yet in all this time, 
has any one heard a complaint of any serious suffering inflicted on the 
people of the Continent? Have prices there been greatly depressed 
beyond their range in this country ? Have wages fallen, or have merchants 
been extensively ruined by the universal depreciation of their stock? 
There has occurred nothing of the kind The tenor of commercial 
and monetary affairs has been everywhere even and tranquil ; and in 
France more particularly, an impioving revenue and extended commerce 
bear testimony to t,he continued progress of internal prosperity. It may 
be doubted, indeed, if this great efflux of gold has withdiawn from that 
portion of the metallic wealth of the nation which really circulates, a single 
napoleon. And it has been equally obvious, from the undisturbed state of 
cicdit, that not only has the supply of specie indispensable for the conduct 
of business m the retail market been all the while uninterrupted, but that 
the hoards have continued to furnish cvciy facility requisite for the 
regularity of mercantile payments. It is of the veiy essence of the 
metallic system, that the hoards, in all cases of jirobable occurrence, 
should be c(|ual to both objects ; that they should, in the first place, supply 
the bullion demanded for exportation, and in the next place, should keep 
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up the home circulation to its legitimate complement. Every man 
trading under that system, who, in the course of his business, may have 
frequent occasion to remit large sums in specie to foreign countries, must 
either keep by him a sufficient treasure of his own or must have the 
means of borrowing enough from his neighbours, not only to make 
up when wanted the amount |of his remittances, but to enable him, 
moreover, to carry on his ordinary transiclions at home without interrup- 
tion.* 

In a country in which credit is carried to so great an extent as in 
England, one great reserve, in a single establishment, the Hank of 
England, supplies the place, as far as the precious metals are concerned, of 
the multitudinous reserves of other countries. The theoretical principle, 
therefore, of the currency doctrine would require, that all those drains of 
metal, which, if the currency were purely metallic, would be taken from 
the hoards, should be allowed to operate freely upon the reset ve in the 
coffers of the Bank of England, without any attempt to stop it cither by a 
diminution of the currency or by a contraction of ciedit. Nor to this 
would there be any well-grounded objection, unless the drain wcie 
so great as to threaten the exhaustion of the reserve, and a consequent 
stoppage of payments ; a danger against which it is easy to take adequate 
precautions, because in the cases which we are considering, the dram is 
for foreign payments of definite amount, and stops of itself as soon as 
these are effected. And in all systems it is admitted that the habitual 
reserve of the Bank should exceed the utmost amount to which ex- 
perience warrants the belief that such a drain may extend ; which extreme 
limit Mr. Fullarton affirms to be seven millions, but Mr.Tooke recommends 
an average reserve of ten. 

The machinery, however, of the new system insists upon bringing about 
by force, what its principle not only does not require, but positively con- 
demns. Every drain for exportation, whatever may be its cause, and 
whether under a metallic currency it would affect the circulation or not, 
is now compulsorily drawn from that source alone. The bank-note 
circulation, and the discounts or other advances of the Bank, must be 
diminished by an amount equal to that of the metal exported, though it 
be to the full extent of seven or ten millions. And this, be it remembered, 
when there has been no speculative rise of prices which it is indispensable 
to correct, no unusual extension of credit lequiring contraction ; but the 
demand for gold is solely occasioned by foreign payments on account of 
government, or large corn importations consequent on a bad harvest 
‘There is at least one object, therefore,* says Mr. Fullarton,* ‘which 
would be effectually accomplished by acting on this system. It would be 
peifectly calculated, I think, to ensure that no derangement of the 
exchange, or none at least subsisting in coincidence^ w'ith anything like 
pressure on the money market, should ever be permitted to pass off, 
without one of those crises hitherto fortunately of rare occurrence, but of 
which the results, when they have occurred, have been so extensive and 
deplorable.* 

Are not the events of 1847 a fulfilment of this prediction? The crisis 
of that year was preceded by no inflation of credit, no speculative rise of 
prices. The only speculations (the corn market excepted) were those in 
Xj&ilway shares, which h^id no tendency to derange the imports and 


* P. 137. 
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exports of commodities, or to send any gold out of the country, except 
the small amounts paid in instalments by shareholders in this country to 
foreign railways. The drain of gold, gre^^t as it was, originated soleljr in 
the bad harvest of 1846 and the potato failure of that and the following 
year, and in the increased price of raw cotton in America. There was 
nothing in these circumstance? which (.could require either a fall of 
general prices or a contraction of credit. An unusual demand for credit 
existed at the time, in consequence of the pressure of railway calls, and 
this necessitated a rise of the rate of interest. If the bullion in the 
Bank of England was sufficient to bear the drain without exhaustion, 
where was the necessity for adding to the distress and difficulty of 
the time, by requiring all who wanted gold for exportation, either 
to draw it from the deposits, that is, to subtract it from the already 
insufficient loanable capital of the country, or to become themselves 
competitors for a portion of that inadequate fund, thus still further 
raising the rate of interest ? The only necessity was created by the Act 
of 1844, which would not suffer the Bank to meet this extra demand of 
credit by lending its notes, not even the notes returned to it in exchange 
for gold. The crisis of 1847 was of that sort which the provisions of the 
Act had not the smallest tendency to avert ; and when the crisis came, 
the mercantile difficulties were probably doubled by its existence. 

I am aware it will be said that by allowing drains of this character to 
operate freely upon the Bank reservx until they cease of themselves, 
a contraction of the currency and of credit would not be prevented, but 
only postponed ; siijce if a limitation of issues were not resorted to for 
the purpose of checking the drain m its commencement, the same or a 
still greater limitation must lake place afterwards, in order, by acting on 
prices, to bring back so large a quantity of gold, for the indispensable 
purpose of replenishing the Bank reserve. But in this argument several 
things are o\'ei looked. In the first place the gold might be brought back, 
not by a fall of prices, but by the much more lapid and convenient 
medium of a rise of the rate of interest, involving no fall of any prices 
except the prices of securities. Either English securities would be 
bought on account of foreigners, or foreign securities held in England 
would be sent abroad for sale, both which operations took place largely 
during the mercantile difficulties of 1847, and not only checked the efflux 
of gold, but turned the tide and brought the metal back. It was not, 
therefore, brought back by a contraction of the currency, though in this 
case it certainly was so by a contraction of loans. But is even this 
always indispensable? For in the second place, it is not necessary that 
the gold should return with the same suddenness with which it went out. 
A great portion would probably return in the ordinary way of commerce, 
in payment for exported commodities. The extra gains made by dealers 
and producers in foreign countries through the extra payments they 
receive from this country are very likely to be partly expended in increased 
purchases of English commodities, either for consumption or on specula- 
tion, although the effect may not manifest itself with sufficient rapidity to 
enable the transmission of gold to be dispensed with in the fiist instance. 
These extra purchases would turn the balance of payments in favour of 
the country, and gradually restore a portion of the exported gold ; and 
the remainder would probably be brought back, not by a rise of the rate 
of interest in England, but by the fall of it in foreign countries, occasioned 
by the addition of some millions of gQ^d to the loanable capital of thos^ 
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countries, tf it were necessary to accelerate the process by an artificial 
action on the rate of interest in England, a very moderate rise would be 
sufficient, instead of the very great one which is the consequence of 
allowing the whole demand iot) gold for exportation to act suddenly and 
at once on the existing resources of the loan market. 

Thus stand", according to the best judgment I am able to form, the 
advantages and disadvantages of the currency system established by the 
Act of 1844 : of which, as it seems to ine, the disadvantages greatly pre- 
ponderate. I am, however, far from thinking that on a subject at once so 
intricate and so new, a subject which has only begun to be understood 
through the controversies of the last few years, experience and discussion 
have nothing further to disclose. 1 give the foregoing opinions as the 
results to which I have been guided by the lights that have hitherto fallen 
on the subject : conscious that additional lights are almost sure to be 
struck out when the knowledge of principles and of facts necessary for 
the elucidation of the question becomes united in a gieater number of 
individuals. 

§ 5. There remain two questions respecting a bank note currency, 
w'hich have also been a subject of considerable discussion of late years : 
whether the piivilcge of pio\iding it should be confined to a single 
establishment, such as the Bank of England, or a plurality of issuers 
should be allowed ; and in the latter case, whether any peculiar precau- 
tions are rerjuisite or advisable, to protect the holders of notes against 
losses occasioned by the insolvency of the issuers. 

The course of the preceding speculations has led us to attach so much less 
of peculiar importance to bank notes, as compared with other foims of 
credit, than accords wuth the notions generally current, that questions 
respecting the regulation of so very small a part of the general mass of 
credit, cannot appear to us of such moineptous import as they are some- 
times considered. Bank notes, however, have so far a real peculiarity, 
that they are the only foim of credit sufficiently convenient for all the pur- 
poses of circulation, to be able entiiely to supersede the use of metallic 
money for internal purposes. Although the extension of the use of 
cheques has a tendency more and more to dimini'^h the number of bank 
notes, as it would that of the sovereigns or other coins wdiich would take 
their place if they were abolished ; there is suie, for a long time to come, 
to be a considerable supply of them, wherever the necessary degree of 
commercial confidence exists, and their fiec use is permitted. The exclu- 
sive privilege, iheiefore, of issuing them, if reserved to the goveinmcnt 
or to some one body, is a souice of great pecuniary gain. That this gam 
should be obtained for the nation at large is both practicable and desir- 
able : and if the management of a bank-note currency ought to be so 
completely mechanical, so entiiely a thing of fixed rule, as it is made by 
the Act of 1844, there seems no reason why this mechanism should be 
•worked for the piofit of any private issuer, rather than for the public 
treasury. If, however, a plan be preferred which leaves the variations in 
the amount of issues in any degree whatever to the discretion of the 
issuers, it is not desirable that to the ever-growing attributions of the 
government, so delicate a function should be superadded ; and that the 
attention of the heads of the stale should be divei ted from larger objects, 
by their being besieged with the applications, and made a maik for all 
the attacks, which are never spared to those deemed to be responsible for 
*ny acts, however minute, connected with the regulation of the currency. 
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It would be better that treasury notes, exchangeable for gold on dematldy 
should be issued to a fixed amount, not exceeding the minimum of a bank- 
note currency, the remainder of the notes which may be required being 
left to be supplied cither by one or by pa number of private banking 
establishments. Or an establishment like the Bank of England might 
supply the whole country, on condition of lending fifteen or twenty 
millions of its notes to the government^ without interest, which would 
give the same pecuniary advantage to the state as if it issued that number 
of Its own notes. 

The reason ordinarily alleged in condemnation of the system of plurality 
of issuers w hich existed m England before the Act of 1844, and under 
certain limitations still subsists, is, that the competition of these different 
issucis induces them to increase the amount of their notes to an injurious 
extent. But we have seen that the power which bankers have of aug- 
menting their issues, and the degree of mischief w^liich they can produce 
by It, are quite trilling compaied with the curient over-estimtite. As 
lemaiked by Mr. Fullaiton,* the cxtiaordmary increase of banking com- 
petition occasioned by the establishment of the joint-stock banks, a com- 
petition often of the most reckless kind, has proved utterly powerless to 
enlarge the aggregate mass of the bank-note circulation ; that aggregate 
circulation having, on the contrar>", actually decreased. In any case it 
appears desirable to maintain one great establishment like the Bank of 
England, distinguished from other banks of issue m this, that it alone is 
required to pay m gold, the others being at liberty to pay their notes with 
notes of the cential establishment The object of this is that there may 
be one body, responsible for maintaining a leserve of the precious metals 
sufficient to meet any drain that can reasonably be expected to take place. 
By disseminating this responsibility among a number of banks it is pie- 
vented from operating efficaciously upon any ; or if it be still cnfoiced 
against one, the reseivcs of the metals ictained by all tlic others are 
capital kept idle in pure waste, wdiicli maybe dispensed with by allow- 
ing them at their option to pay in Bank of England notes. 

§ 6 The queation remains whctlier, in case of .1 plurality of issuers, anjr 
peculiar piecautions are needed lopiotect the holders of notes from the 
consequences of failure of payment. Before 1826, the insolveni y of banks, 
of issue was a frequent and very serious evil, often spreading distiess 
through a w'hole neighbouihood, and at one blow depriving provident 
industry of the results of long and painful saving. "Jhis w\as one of the* 
chief reasons which induced 1 Parliament, m that year, to prohibit the. 
issue of bank notes of a denomination below five pounds, that the: 
labouring classes at least might be as little as possible exposed to^ 
participate in this suffering. As an additional safeguard, it has been» 
suggested to give the holders of notes a priority over other creditors, or 
to require bankers to deposit stock or other public securities as a pledge* 
for the whole amount of their issues. The insecurity, however, of the 
former bank-note currency of England was altogether the work of the 
law, which, in order to give a qualified monopoly of banking business to- 
the Bank, of England, had actually made the formation of safe banking 
establishments a punishable offence, by prohibiting the existence of any* 
banks, in town or country, whether of issue or deposit, with a number of 
partners c.xceeding six. 'Ibis truly characteristic specimen of the old«i 

* Pp 89-92. 
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system of monopoly and restriction, was done away with in 1826, both as 
to issues and deposits, everywh^e hut in a district of sixty five miles radius 
round London, and in 1833 in that district also, as far as relates to 
deposits. The numerous joint-stock banks since established, have, by 
furnishing a more trustworthy currency, made it almost impossible for 
any private banker to maintaii#his circulation, unless his capital and 
character inspire the most complete confidence. And although there has 
been in some instances very gross mismanagement by joint-stock banks 
(less, however, in the department of issues than in that of deposits) the 
failure of these banks is extremely rare, and the cases still rarer in which 
loss has ultimately been sustained by any one except the shareholders. 
The banking system of England is now almost as secure to the public, as 
that of Scotland (where banking was always free) has been for two 
centuries past ; and the legislature might without any bad consequences, 
at least of this kind, revoke its interdict (which was never extended to 
Scotland) against one and two pound notes. I cannot therefore think it 
at all necessary, or that it would be anything but vexatious meddling, to 
enforce any kind of special security in favour of the holders of notes. The 
true protection to creditors of all kinds is a good law of insolvency (a 
part of the law at present shamefully deficient), and, in the case of joint- 
stock companies at least, complete publicity of their accounts : the 
publicity now very properly given to their issues, being a very small 
portion of what the state has a right to require yi return for their being 
allowed to constitute themselves, and be recognised by the law, as a 
collective body. • 


CHAPTER XXV. 

OF THE COMPETITION OF DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN THE S\ME MARKET. 

§ I. In the phraseology of the Mercantile System, the language and 
doctrines of which are still the basis of what may be called the political 
economy of the selling classes, as distinguished from the buyers or con- 
sumers, there is no word of more frequent recurrence or more perilous 
import than the word underselling. To undeisell other countries— not to 
be undersold by other countries — were spoken of, and are still very 
often spoken of, almost as if they were the sole purposes for which 
production and commodities exist. The feelings of rival tradesmen, 
prevailing among nations, overruled for centuries all sense of the general 
community of advantage which commercial countries dciive from the 
prosperity of one another : and that commercial spirit, uhich is now one 
of the strongest obstacles to wars, was during a certain period of European 
history their principal cause. 

Even in the more enlightened view now attainable of the nature and 
consequences of international commerce, some, though a comparatively 
small, space must still be made for the fact of commercial rivality. 
Nations may, like individual dealers, be competitors, with opposite 
interests, in the markets of some commodities, while in others they are in 
the more fortunate relation of reciprocal customers. The benefit of 
comnjierce does not consist, as it was once thought to do, in the com- 
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modities sold ; but, since the commodities sold are the means of obtaining 
those which are bought, a nation would be cut off from the real advantage 
of commerce, the imports, if it could not uiduce other nations to take any 
of its commodities in exchange ; and in proportion as the competition of 
other countries compels it to offer its commodities on cheaper terms, on 
pain of not selling them at all, tjke lmpol^ts which it obtains by its foreign 
trade are procured at greater cost. 

These points have been adequately, though incidentally, illustrated in 
some of the preceding chapters. But the great space which the topic has 
filled, and continues to fill, in economical speculations, and in the practical 
anxieties both of politicians and of dealers and manufacturers, makes it 
desirable, before quitting the subject of inteinational exchange, to subjoin 
a few observations on the things which do, and on those which do not, 
enable countries to undersell one another. 

One country can only undersell another in a given market, to the 
extent of entirely expelling her from it, on two conditions. In the first 
place, she must have a greater advantage than the second country in the 
production of the article exported by both ; meaning by a greater advan- 
tage (as has been already so fully explained) not absolutely, but in com- 
parison with other commodities ; and in the second place, such must be 
her relation with the customer country in respect to the demand for each 
other’s products, and such the consequent state of international values, as 
to give away to the customer country more than the whole advantage 
possessed by the rival country ;♦ otherwise the rival will still be able to hold 
her ground in the market. 

Let us revert to the imaginary hypothesis which ve have found so 
convenient, that of a trade between England and Germany in cloth and 
linen ; England being capable of producing lo yaids of cloth at the same 
cost ^^lth 15 yards of linen, Germany at the same cost with 20, and the 
two commodities being ^ exchanged between the two countries (cost of 
carriage apart) at some intermediate rate, say 10 for 17. Germany could 
not be permanently undersold in the English market, and expelled from 
It, unless by a country which offered not merely more than 17, but more 
than 20 yards of linen for 10 of cloth. Short of that, the competition would 
only oblige Germany to pay dearer for cloth, but would not disable her 
from exporting linen. The country, therefore, which could undersell 
Germany, must, in the first place, be able to produce linen at less cost, 
compared with cloth, than Germany herself ; and in the next place, must 
have such a demand for cloth, or other English commodities, as would 
compel her, even when she became sole occupant of the market, to give a 
greater advantage lo England than Germany could give by resigning the 
whole of hers ; to give, for example, 2i yards for 10. For if not— if, for 
example, the equation of international demand, after Germany was 
excluded, gave a ratio of i8 for 10, Germany coidd again enter into 
the competition ; Germany would be now the undt iselling nation ; and 
mere would be a point, perhaps 19 for 10, at which both countries would 
be able to maintain their ground, and to sell in England enough linen to 
pay for the cloth, or other English commodities, for which, on these 
newly adjusted terms of interchange, they had a demand. In like manner, 
England, as an exporter of cloth, could only be driven from the German 
market by some rival whose supeiior advantages in the production of 
cloth enabled her, and the intensity of whose demand for German produce 
compelled her, to offer 10 yards of cloth, not merely for less than 17 yard| 
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of linen, but for less than 15. In that case, England could no longer 
carry on the trade without lossf, but in any case short of this, she would 
merely be obliged to give to Germany more cloth for less linen than she 
had previously given.. 

It thus appears that the alarm.of being^permanently undersold may be 
taken much too easily ; may be faken when the thing really to be antici- 
pated is not the loss of the trade, but the minor inconvenience of carrying 
It on at a diminished advantage ; an inconvenience chiefly falling on the 
consiimcis of foreign commodities, and not on the producers or sellers of 
the exported article. It is no sufficient ground of apprehension to the 
English producers, to find that some other country can sell cloth in 
foieign maikets at some paiticular tune, a trifle cheaper than they can 
tliemselves afford to do in the existing stale of prices in England Sup- 
pose them to be temporarily unsold, and their exports diminished . the 
imports will exceed the exports, there will be a new distribution of the 
precious metals, prices will fall, and as all the money expenses of the 
English producers will be diminished, they will be able (if the case falls 
short of that stated in the pieceding paragraph) again to compete with 
their rivals. The loss which England will incur, will not fall upon the 
exporters, but upon those who consume imported commodities ; who, with 
inoney, incomes reduced in amount, will have to pay the same or even an 
increased puce for all things pioduced in foreign countries. 

§ 2. Such, I conceive, is the true theory, or ra^tionale, of underselling. 
It will be observed that it takes no account of some things which we hear 
spoken of, oftener peihaps than any others, in the character of causes 
exposing a country to be undersold. 

Accoiding to the preceding doctiine, a countiy cannot be undersold in 
any commodity, unless the rival country ha^a stronger inducement than 
itself for devoting its labour and capital to the production of the com- 
modity ; arising from the fact that by doing so it occasions a gi eater 
saving of labour and capital, to be shared between itself and its customers 
— a gi eater increase of the aggregate produce of the world. The under- 
selling, theiefoie, though a loss to the undersold country, is an ad\antage 
to the world at large ; the substituted commerce being one which econo- 
mizes more of the labour and capital of mankind, and adds more to ihcir 
collective wealth, than the commerce superseded by it. The advantage, 
of course, consists in being able to pioducc the commodity of licttcr 
quality, or with less labour, (compaicd with other things,) or peihaps not 
with less labour, but in less time ; with a less prolonged detention of the 
capital employed. This may arise fiom gi cater natural advantages (such 
as soil, climate, richness of mines) ; superior capability, either natural or 
acquired, in the labourers ; better division of labour, and better tools, or 
machinciy. But there is no place left in this theory for the case of lower 
wages. This, however, in the theories commonly current, is a favourite 
cause of underselling. We continually hear of the disadvantage under 
which the British producer labouis, both in foreign maikets and even in 
his own, through the lower w'ages paid by his foreign lurds. These lower 
wages, we are told, enable, or are always on the point of enabling them to 
sell at lower prices, and to dislodge the English manufacturer from all 
markets in which he is not artificially protected. 

' Before examining this opinion on grounds of principle, it is worth while 
to bestow a moment’s consideiation upon it as a question of fact. Is it 
trqe, that the wages of manufacturing labour arc lower in foreign 
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countries than in England, in any sense in which loW wages ar6 an 
advantage to the capitalist? The artisaij, of Ghent or Lyons may earn 
less wages in a day, but does he not do less work ? Degrees of efficiency 
considered, does his labour cost less to his employer? Though wages 
may be lower on the Continent, is not the Cost of Labour, which is the 
real element in the competition, very nearly the same ? That it is so, 
seems the opinion of competent judges, and is confirmed by the very little 
difference in the rate of profit between England and the Continental 
coiintiics. But if so, the opinion is absiiid that English producers can 
be undeisold by their Continental iivals from this cause. It is only in 
Amciica that the supposition is ffimd facie admissible. In America, 
w’ages are much higher than m England, if w^e mean by wages the daily 
earnings of a labourer . but the prodiictue power of Aineiican labour is 
so’grcat— Its efficiency, combined with the favourable circumstances in 
which It is exerted, makes it w'Oith so much to the purchaser, that the Cost 
of Labour is lower in Ameiicathan in England ; as is pioved by the fact 
that the general rate of piofits and of interest is very much higher. 

§ 3. But IS It true that low wages, even in the sense of low Cost of 
Labour, enable a country to sell cheaper in the foreign market? I of 
com sc mean, low wages wdiich are common to the w’hole productive 
industiy of the country. 

If wages, in any of the departments of industry which supply exports, 
aie kept, aitificially, or by some accidental cause, below the geneial rate 
of wMges in the cointiy, this is a real advantage in the foreign market. 
It lessens the comparative cost of production of those articles, m 1 elation 
to others , and has the same effect as if their production required so 
much less labour. Take, for instance, the case of the United States in 
respect to certain commoditiea. In that country, tobacco and cotton, two 
great articles of export, are produced by slave labour, wdiile food, and 
manufactuies generally, aie piodiiced by free laboureis, who either wwk 
on their own account or aic paid by wages. In spite of the inferior 
efficiency of slave labour, there can be no reasonable doubt that m a 
country whcie the wages of free labour are so high, the work e\c( iitcd by 
slaves IS a better baigain to the capitalist. To whate\er extent it is so, 
this smaller cost of labour, being not general, but limited to those em- 
ployments, IS just as much a cause of cheapness in the products, both in 
the home and in the foreign maikct, as if they had been made by a less 
quantity of labour. If the slaves in the Southern Stales were emanci- 
pated, and their wages rose to the general level of the earnings of free 
labour in America, that country might be obliged to erase some of the 
slave-grown articles from the catalogue of its exports, and would ccitainly 
be unable to sell any of them in the foreign market at the present price. 
Their cheapness is partly an artificial cheapness, which may be compared 
to that produced by a bounty on production or on exportation : or, 
considering the means by which it is obtained, an apter comparison 
would be with the cheapness of stolen goods. 

An advantage of a similar economical, though of a very different moral 
character, is that possessed by domestic manufacturers ; fabrics produced 
in the leisure hours of families partially occupied in other pursuits, who, 
not depending for subsistence on the produce of the manufacture, can 
afford to sell it at any price, however low, for which they think it worth 
while to take the trouble of producing. In an account of the Canton of 
Zurich, to which I have had occasion to refer on another subject, it 19 
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observed,* ‘ The \vc»rkman of Zurich is to-day a manufacturer, to-morrow 
again an agriculturist, and changes his occupation with the seasons, in a 
continual round. Manufacturing industry and tillage advance hand in 
hand, in inseparable alliance, and in this union of the two occupations the 
secret may be found, why the simple and unlearned Swiss manufacturer 
can always go on competing^ and incjeasing in prosperity, in the face of 
those extensive establishments filled out with great economic, and (what 
is still more important) intellectual, resources. Even in those parts of the 
Canton where manufactures have extended themselves the most widely, 
only one-seventh of all the families belong to manufactures alone ; four- 
sevenths combine that employment with agriculture The advantage of 
this domestic or family manufacture consists chiefly in the fact, that it is 
compatible with all other avocations, or rather that it may in part be 
regarded as only a supplementary employment. In winter, m the 
dwellings of the operatives, the whole family employ themselves m it : 
but as soon as spiing appears, those on whom the early field labours 
devolve, abandon the in-door work ; many a shuttle stands still ; by 
degrees, as the field-work increases, one member of the family follows 
another, till at last, at the harvest, and during the so-called “great works,” 
all hands seize the implements of husbandry ; but m unfavourable weather, 
and in all otherwise vacant hours, the work in the cottage is resumed, and 
when the iingenial season again lecurs, the people return in the same 
gradual order to their home occupation, until they have all resumed it.* 

In the case of these domestic inarfUfactuilrs, the comparative cost of 
production, on which the interchange between countries depends, is much 
lower than in proportion to the quantity of labour employed. The work- 
people, looking to the earnings of their loom for a part only, if for any 
part, of their actual maintenance, can jfiford to work for a less remu- 
neration than the lowest rale of wages which can exist in the employments 
by which the labourer has to support the whole expense of a family. 
Working, as they do, not for an employer but for themselves, they may be 
said to carry on the manufacture at no cost at all, except the small expense 
of a loom and of the material ; and the limit of possible cheapness is not 
the necessity of living by their trade, but that of earning enough by the 
work, to make that social employment of their leisure hours not disagieeable. 

§ 4. These two cases, of slave labour and of domestic manufactures, 
exemplify the conditions under which low wages enable a countiy to sell 
Its commodities cheaper 111 foreign markets, and consequently to undersell 
its rivals, or to avoid being undersold by them. But no such advantage 
is conferred by low wages when common to all branches of industry. 
General low wages never caused any country to undersell its rivals, nor 
did general high w^ages ever hinder it from doing so. 

To demonstrate this, we must return to an elemdhtary principle which 
was discussed in a former chapter. f General low wages do not cause low 
prices, nor high wages high prices, within the country itself. General 
prices are not raised by a rise of wages, any more than they would be 
raised by an increase of the quantity of labour required in all production. 
Expenses which affect all commodities equally, have no influence on 
prices. If the maker of broadcloth or cutlery, and nobody else, had to 

* Hntorisch giografhuch-itatuHsch$t Gmaldt dtr Schwtiz. Erstes Heft, 1834, 
p. 105. 

t Supra, book iii, ch. iv* 
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pay lilghef wages, the price of his commodity would rise, just as it would 
if he had to employ more labour ; because otherwise he would gain less 
profit than other producers, and nobody woulti engage in the employment. 
But if everybody has to pay higher wages, or everybody to employ more 
labour, the loss must be submitted to ; as it affects everybody alike, no one 
can hope to get rid of it by a changr of employment, each therefore resigns 
himself to a diminution of profits, and puces remain as they were. In like 
manner, general low wages, or a general increase in the productiveness of 
labour, does not make prices low, but profits high. If wages fall, (meaning 
here by wages the cost of labour,) why, on that account, should the pro- 
ducer lower his price ? He will be forced, it may be said, by the compe- 
tition of other capitalists who will crowd into his employment. But other 
capitalists are also paying lower w^ages, and by entering into competition 
with him they would gain nothing but what they are gaining already. 
The rale then at which labour is paid, as well as the quantity of it which 
is employed, aftects neither the value nor the price of the commodity pro- 
duced, except in so far as it is peculiar to that commoditv. and not 
common to commodities generally. 

Since low wages are not a cause of low prices in the country itself, so 
"neither do they cause it to offer its commodities in foreign markets at a 
lower price. It is quite true that if the cost of labour is lower in America 
than in England, America could sell her cottons to Cuba at a lower price 
than England, and still gain as high a profit as the English manufactuier. 
But it is not with the profit bf the English manufacturer that the American 
cotton spinner will make his comparison ; it is with the profits of other 
American capitalists. These enjoy, in common with himself, the benefit 
of a low cost of labour, and have accordingly a high rate of profit. This 
high profit the cotton spinner must also have : he will not content himself 
with the English profit. It is true he may go on for a time at that lower 
rate, rather than change his employment ; and a trade may be earned on, 
sometimes for a long period, at a much lower profit than that for which 
it would have been originally engaged in. Countries which have a low 
cost of labour, and high profits, do not for that reason undciscll others, 
but they do oppose a more obstinate resistance to being undersold, because 
the producers can often submit to a diminution of profit without being 
unable to live, and even to thrive, by their business. But that is all winch 
their advantage does for them ; and m this resistance they will not long 
persevere, when a change of times which may give them equal profits 
with the rest of their countrymen has become manifestly hopeless. 

§ $. There is a class of trading and exporting communities, on which a 
few words of explanation seem to be required. These are hardly to be 
looked upon as countries, carrying on an exchange of commodities with 
other countries, but fiiore properly as outlying agricultural or manufac- 
turing establishments belonging to a larger community. Our West India 
colonics, for example, cannot be regarded as countries, with a productive 
capital of their own. If Manchester, instead of being where it is, were on 
a rock in the North Sea (its present industry nevertheless continuing), it 
would still be but a town of England, not a country trading with England : 
it would be merely, as now, the place where England finds it convenient 
to carry on her cotton manufacture. The West Indies, in like manner, 
are the place where England finds it convenient to carry on the production 
of sugar, cofiee, and a few other tropical commodities. All the capital 
employed is English capital ; almost all the industry is carried on for 
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English uses; there is little production of anything except the staple 
commodities, and these are 5ent to England, not to be exchanged for 
things exported to the colony^and consumed by its inhabitants, but to be 
sold in England for the benefit of the proprietors there. The tiade with 
the West Indies is theiefore hardly to be considered as external trade, 
but more resembles the traffic 'jetween town and country, and is amenable 
to the principles of the home trade. The rate of profit in the colonies 
will be regulated by English profits : the expectation of profit must be 
about the same as in England, with the addition of compensation for the 
disadvantages attending the more distant and hazardous employment : 
and after allowance is made for those disadvantages, the value and price 
of West India pioduce in the English market must be regulated (or rather 
must have been legiilated foimerly) like that of any English commodity, 
by the cost of production. For the last ten or twelve years this principle 
has been in abeyance ; the price was first kept up beyond the ratio of the 
cost of production by deficient supplies, which could not, owing to 
deficiency of labour, be increased ; and more recently the admission of 
foreign competition has introduced another element, and the West Indies 
are undersold, not so much because wages are higher than in Cuba and 
Brazil, as because they are higher than in England : for were they not so, 
Jamaica could sell her sugars at Cuban prices, and still obtain, though 
not a Cuban, an English rate of profit. 

It is woith while also to notice another class of small, but in this case 
mostly independent communities, whiCh havfi supported and enriched 
themselves almost without any productions of their oyn (except ships and 
marine equipments), by a mere carrying trade, and commerce of entrep6t; 
by buying the produce of one country, to sell it at a profit in another. Such 
were Venice and the Hanse Towns. Tlje case of these communities is 
very simple. 1 hey made themselves and their capital the instruments, 
not of production, but of accomplishing exchanges between the pro- 
ductions of other countries. These exchanges w^ere attended with an 
advantage to those countries— an increase of the aggregate returns to 
industry— part of which went to indemnify the agents, for the necessary 
expenses of transport, and another part to remunerate the use of their 
capital and mercantile skill. The countries themselves had not capital 
disposable for the operation. When the Venetians became the agents of 
the general commerce of Southern Europe, they had scarcely any com- 
petitors : the thing would not have been done at all without them, and 
there was really no limit to their profits except the limit to what the 
ignorant feudal nobility would give for the unknown luxuiies then first 
presented to their sight. At a later period competition arose, and the 
profit of this operation, like that of others, became amenable to natural 
laws. The carrying trade was taken up by Holland* a countiy with pro- 
ductions of its own and a large accumulated capital. The other nations 
of Europe also had now capital to spare, and were capable of conducting 
their foreign trade for themselves : but Holland, having, from a variety of 
circumstances, a lower rate of profit at home, could afford to carry for 
other countries at a smaller advance on the original cost of the goods, 
than would have been required by their own capitalists ; and Holland, 
thcrefoie, engrossed the greatest part of the carrying trade of all those 
countries which did not keep it to themselves by Navigation Laws, con- 
structed, like those of England, for the express purpose. 
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CHAPTER XXjV'I. 

OF DISTRIBUTION, AS AFFECTED BY EXCHANGE. 

§ I. We have now completed, as far as is compatible with the purposes 
and limits of this treatise, the exposition of the machinery through which 
the produce of a country is apportioned among the different classes of its 
inhabitants ; which is no other than the machineiy of Exchange, and has 
for the exponents of its operation, the laws of Value and of Price. We shall 
now avail oursehes of the light thus acquired, to cast a retrospective 
glance at the subject of Distribution. The division of the produce among 
the three classes. Labourers, Capitalists, and Landlords, when considered 
without any reference to Exchange, appeared to depend on certain general 
laws. It IS fit that we should now consider whether these same laws still 
operate, when the distiibution takes place through the complex mechanism 
of exchange and money ; or whether the properties of the mechanism 
interfere with and modity the presiding principles. 

The primary division of the produce of human exertion and frugality is, 
as we have seen, into three shares, wages, profits, and rent ; and these 
shares are portioned out to the persons entitled to them, in the form of 
money, and by a process of exchange ; or rather, the capitalist, with whom 
in the usual arrangements of society the produce remains, pays in money, 
to the other two sharers, the market value of their labour and land. If 
Vft examine, on what the* pecuniary value of labour, and the pecuniary 
value of the use of bind, depend, we shall find that it is on the very same 
causes by which we found that v/ages and rent would be regulated if there 
were no money and no exchange of commodities. 

It is evident, in the first place, that the law of Wages is not affected by 
the existence or non-existence of Exchange or Money. Wages depend 
on the ratio between population and capital : and would do so if all the 
capital in the world were the property of one association, or if the capitalists 
among whom it is shared maintained each an establishment for the pro- 
duction of every article consumed in the community, exchange of com- 
modities having no existence. As the ratio between capital and population, 
everywhere but in new colonies, depends on the strength of the checks by 
which the too rapid increase of population is restrained, it may be said, 
popularly speaking, that wages depend on the checks to population ; that 
when the check is not death, by starvation or disease, wages depend on 
the prudence of the labouring people ; and that wages m any country aie 
habitually at the lowest rate, to which in that country the labourers will 
suffer them to be depressed rather than put a restraint upon multiplication. 

What is here meant, however, by wages, is the labourer’s real scale of 
comfort ; the quantity he obtains of the things which nature or habit has 
made necessary or agreeable to him : wages m the sense in which they 
are of importance to the receiver. In the sense in which they are of im- 
portance to the payer, they do not depend exclusively on such simple 
principles. Wages in the fust sense, the wages on which the labourer’s 
comfort depends, we shall call real wages, or wages in kind. Wages, in 
the second sense, we may be permitted to call, for the present, money 
wages ; assuming, as it is allowable to do, that money remains for the 
time an invariable standard, no alteration taking place in the conditions 
under which the circulating medium itself is produced or obtained. If 
money itself undergoes no variation in cost, the money price of labour is 



DU^RIBUTION AS AFFECTED BY EXCHANGE. 45; 

an exact measure of the Cost of Labour, and may be made use of as a 
convenient symbol to expres| it. 

The money wages of labour are a compound result of two elements : 
first, real wages, or wages in kind, or in other words, the quantity which 
the labourer obtains of the ordinary articles of consumption ; and secondly, 
the money prices of those arti|:les. In«all old countries— all countries in 
which the increase of population is in any degree checked by the difficulty 
of obtaining subsistence— the habitual money price of labour is that winch 
will just enable the labourers, one with another, to purchase the com- 
modities without which they will not consent to continue the race. Their 
standard of comfort being given, (and by the standard of comfort in a 
labouring class, is meant that, rather than forego which, they will ^abstain 
from multiplication,) money wages depend on the money price, and there- 
fore on the cost of production, of the various articles which the labourers 
habitually consume : because if their wages cannot procure them a given 
quantity of these, their increase will slacken and their wages rise. Of 
these articles, food and other agricultural produce are so much the 
principal, as to leave little influence to anything else. 

It IS at this point that we are enabled to invoke the aid of the principles 
which have been laid down in this Third Part. The cost of production of 
food and agricultural produce has been analyzed in a preceding chapter. 
It depends on the productiveness of the least fertile land, or of the least 
productively employed portion of capital, which the necessities of society 
have as yet put in requisition for agncflltural purposes. The cost of pro- 
duction of the food grown in these least advant^geous circumstances, 
determines, as we have seen, the exchange value and money price of the 
whole. In any given state, therefore, of the labourer’s habits, his money 
wages depend on the productiveness of the least fertile land, or least pro- 
ductive agricultural capital ; on the point which cultivation has reached 
in Its downward progress— in its encroachments on the barren lands, and 
its gradually increased strain upon the powers of the more fertile. Now, 
the force which urges on cultivation m this downwaid course, is the 
increase of people ; while the counter-force which checks the descent, is 
the improvement of agricultural science and practice, enabling the same 
soil to yield to the same labour more ample returns. The costliness of 
the most costly part of the produce of cultivation, is an exact expression 
of the slate, at any given moment, of the race which population and agri- 
cultural skiil are always mnning against each other. 

§ 2. It is well said by Dr. Chalmers, that many of the most important 
lessons in political economy are to be learnt at the extreme margin of 
cultivation, the last point which the culture of the soil has reached in its 
contest with the spontaneous agencies of nature. The degree of produc- 
tiveness of this extreme margin, is an index to thft existing state of the 
distribution of the produce among the three classes, of labourers, capitalists, 
and landlords. 

When the demand of an increasing population for more food cannot be 
satisfied without extending cultivation to less fertile land, or incurring 
additional outlay, with a less proportional return, on land already in 
cultivation, it is a necessary condition of this increase of agricultural 
produce, that the value and price of that produce must first rise. But as 
soon as the price has risen sufficiently to give to the additional outlay of 
capital the ordinary profit, the rise will not go on still further for the 
purpose of enabling the new land, or the new expenditure on old land, to 
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yield rent as well as profit. The land or capital last put in requisition and 
occupying what Dr. Chalmers calls the ma^in of cultivation, will yield, 
and continue to yield, no rent. But if this yields no rent, the rent afforded 
by all other land or agricultural capital will be exactly so much as it pro- 
duces more than this. The puce of food will always on the average be 
such, that the worst land, and the least ( pi oductive instalment of the 
capital employed on the better lands, shall just replace the expenses with 
the ordinary profit. If the least favoured land and capital just do thus 
much, all other land and capital will yield an extra profit, equal to the 
proceeds of the extra produce due to their superior productiveness ; and 
this extra profit becomes, by competition, the prize of the landlords. 
Exchange, and money, therefore, make no difference in the law of rent : 
it IS the same as we originally found it. Rent is the extra return made to 
agricultural capital when employed with peculiar advantages ; the exact 
equivalent of what those advantages enable the producers to economize 
in the cost of production : the value and price of the produce being 
regulated by the cost of production to those producers who have no 
advantages ; by the return to that portion of agricultural capital, the 
circumstances of which are the least favourable. 

§ 3. Wages, and Rent, being thus regulated by the same piinciples 
when paid in money, as they would be if apportioned in kind, it follows 
that Profits are so likewise. For the surplus, after replacing wages and 
paying rent, constitutes Profits. 

\Ve found in the last chapter Of the Second Book, that the advances 
of the capitalist, when analyzed to their ultimate elements, consist either 
in the purchase or maintenance of labour, or in the profits of former 
capitalists ; and that therefore profits in the last resort, depend upon the 
Cost of Labour, falling as that rises, and rising as it falls. Let us en- 
deavour to trace more minutely the operation of this law. 

There are two modes in which the Cost of Labour, which is correctly 
represented (money being supposed invariable) by the money wages of 
the labourer, may be increased. The labourer may obtain greater 
comforts ; wages in kind — real wages— may rise. Or the progress of 
population may force down cultivation to inferior soils, and more costly 
processes ; thus raising the cost of production, the value, and the price, 
of the chief articles of the labourer’s consumption. On either of these 
suppositions, the rate of profit will fall. 

If the labourer obtains more abundant commodities, only by reason of 
their greater cheapness ; if he obtains a greater quantity, but not on the 
whole a greater cost ; his real wages will be increased, but not his money 
wages, and there will be nothing to affect the rate of profit. But if he 
obtains a greater quantity of commodities of which the cost of production 
is not lowered, he obtains a greater cost ; his money wages are higher. 
The expense of these increased money wages falls wholly on the capitalist. 
There are no conceivable means by which he can shake it off. It may be 
said — it used formerly to be said — that he will get rid of it by raising his 
price. But this opinion we have already, and more than once, fully 
refuted.* 

The doctrine, indeed, that a rise of wages causes an equivalent rise of 
prices, is, as we formerly observed, self-contradictory : for if it did so, it 
would not be a rise of wages ; the labourer would get no more of any 


* Supra, book iii. ch. iv. § 2, and ch. xxv. § 4. 
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commodity than he had before, let his money wages rise ever so much ; 
a rise of real wages woul^ be an impossibility. This being equally 
contrary to reason and to lact, it is evident that a rise of money wages 
does not raise prices ; that high wages are not a cause of high prices. A 
rise of general wages falls on profits. There is no possible alternative. 

Having disposed of the c|ise in which the increase of money wages, 
and of the Cost of Labour, arises from the labourei-’s obtaining more 
ample wages in kind, let us now suppose it to arise from the inci eased 
cost of production of the things which he consumes ; owing to an increase 
of population, unaccompanied by an equivalent increase of agricultural 
skill. The augmented supply required by the population would not be 
obtained, unless the price of food rose sufficiently to remunerate the 
farmer for the increased cost of production. The farmer, however, in this 
case sustains a twofold disadvantage. He has to carry on his cultivation 
under less favourable conditions of productiveness than before. For this, 
as It is a disadvantage belonging to him only as a farmer, and not shared 
by other employers, he will, on the general principles of value, be com- 
pensated by a rise of the price of his commodity : indeed, until this rise 
has taken place, he will not bring to market the required increase of 
produce. But this very rise of price involves him in another necessity, 
for which he is not compensated. He must pay higher money wages to 
his labourers. This necessity, being common to him with all other 
capitalists, forms no ground for a rise^of priqe. The price will rise, until 
it has placed him in as good a situation in lespect of profits, as other 
employers of labour : it will rise so as to indemnify»him for the increased 
labour which he must now employ in order to produce a given quantity of 
food : but the increased wages of that labour are a burthen common to 
all, and for which no one can be indemnified. It will be paid wholly 
from Profits. 

Thus we see that increased wages, when common to all descriptions of 
productive labourers, and when really representing a greater Cost of 
Labour, are always and necessarily at the expense of profits. And by ^ 
reversing the cases, we should find in like manner that diminished wages, 
when representing a really diminished Cost of Labour, are equivalent to 
a rise of profits. But the opposition of pecuniary interest thus indicated 
between the class of capitalists and that of labourers, is to a great extent 
only apparent. Real wages are a very different thing fiom the Cost of 
Labour, and are generally highest at the times and places where, from 
the easy terms on which the land yields all the produce as yet required 
from it, the value and price of food being low, the cost of labour to the 
employer, notwithstanding its ample remuneration, is comparatively 
cheap, and the rate of profit consequently high as at present in the 
United States. We thus obtain a full confirmation of our original 
theorem that Profits depend on the Cost of Labour : or, to express the 
meaning with still greater accuracy, the rate of profit and the cost of 
labour vary inversely as one another, and are joint effects of the same 
agencies or causes. 

But does not this proposition require to be slightly modified, by making 
allowance for that portion (though comparatn ely small) of the expenses 
of the capitalist, which does not consist in wages paid by himself or 
reimbursed to previous capitalists, but in the profits of those previous 
capitalists? Suppose, for example, an invention in the manufacture of 
leather, the advantage of which should consist in rendering it unnecessary 
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that the hides should remain for so great a length of time in the tan-pit» 
Shoemakers, saddlers, and other workers in leather, would save a part of 
that portion of the cost of their material wl£ch consists of the tanner’s 
profits during the time his capital is locked up ; and this saving, it may 
be said, is a source from which they might derive an increase of profit, 
though wages and the Cost of Labour remained exactly the same. In 
the case here supposed, however, the consumer alone would benefit, since 
the prices of shoes, harness, and all other articles into which leather 
enters, would fall, until the profits of the producers were reduced to the 
general level. To obviate this objection, let us suppose that a similar 
saving of expenses takes place in all departments of production at once. 
In that case, since values and prices would not be affected, profits would 
probably be raised ; but if we look more closely into the case we shall 
find, that it is because the cost of labour would be lowered. In this as in 
any other case of increase in the general productiveness of labour, if the 
labourer obtained only the same real wages, profits would be raised : but 
the same real wages would imply a smaller Cost of Labour ; the cost of 
production of all things having been, by the supposition, diminished. If, 
on the other hand, the real wages of labour rose proportionally, and the 
Cost of Labour to the employer remained the same, the advances of the 
capitalist would bear the same ratio to his returns as before, and the rate 
of profit would be unaltered. The rcadei who may wish for a more 
minute examination of this point will find it m the volume of separate 
Essays to which reference has befsi-e been made * The question is too 
intricate m comparison with its importance, to be further entered into in 
a work like the present ; and I will merely say, that it seems to result 
from the considerations adduced in the Essay, that there is nothing m the 
case m question to affect the integrity of the theory which affirms an 
exact coriespondence, in an inverse direction, between the rate of profit 
and the Cost of Labour. 


BOOK IV.-INFLUENCE OF THE PROGRESS OF 
SOCIETY ON PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 


CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF A PROGRESSIVE STATE OF WEALTH. 

§ I. The thiee preceding Parts include as detailed a view as the limits 
of this Treatise permit, of what, by a happy generalization of a mathe* 
matical phrase, has been called the Statics of the subject. We have 
surveyed the field of economical facts, and have examined how they stand 
related to one another as causes and effects ; what circumstances deter- 
mine the amount of production, of employment for labour, of capital and 
population ; what laws regulate rent, profits, and wages ; under what 
conditions and in what proportions commodities are interchanged between 
individuals and between countries. We have thus obtained a collective 
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view of the economical phenomena of society, considered as existing 
simultaneously. We have ascertained, to a certain extent, the principles 
of their interdependence ; andfvhen the state of some of the elements is 
known, we should now be able to infer, in a general way, the contem- 
poraneous state of most of the others. All this, however, has only put us 
in possession of the economical laws of a stationary and unchanging 
society. We have still to consicier the eoonomical condition of mankind 
as liable to change, and indeed (in the more advanced portions of the race, 
and in all regions to which their influence reaches) as at all times under- 
going progressive changes. We have to consider what these changes are, 
what are iheir laws, and what their ultimate tendencies ; thereby adding 
a theory of motion. to our theory of equilibrium— the Dynamics of politick 
economy to the Statics. 

In this inquiry, it is natural to commence by tracing the operation of 
known and acknowledged agencies. Whatever may be the other changes 
which the economy of society is destined to undergo, there is one actually 
in progress, concerning which there can be no dispute. In the leading 
countries of the world, and in all others as they come within the influence 
of those leading countries, there is at least one progressive movement 
which continues with little interruption from year to year and from 
generation to generation ; a progress m w'ealth ; an advanc^ent in what 
is called material prosperity. All the nations which we are accustomed 
to call civilized, increase gradually in production and m population : and 
thcie is no reason to doubt, that not only these nations will for some time 
continue so to increase, but that most of the ofher nations of the world, 
including some not yet founded, will successively eyter upon the same 
career. It will, therefore, be our first object to examine the nature and 
consequences of this progressive change ; the elements which constitute 
It, and the efiecis it produces on the variqjus economical facts of which we 
have been tracing the laws, and especially on wages, profits, rents, values, 
and prices. 

§ 2. Of the features which characterize this progressive economical 
movement of divilized nations, that which first excites attention, through its 
intimate connection with the phenomena of Production, is the perpetual, 
and so far as human foresight can extend, the unlimited, growth of man^s 
power over nature. Our knowledge of the properties and laws of physical 
objects shows no sign of approaching its ultimate boundaries : it is 
advancing more rapidly, and in a greater number of directions at once, 
than in any previous age or generation, and affording such frequent 
glimpses of unexplored fields beyond, as to justify the belief that our 
acquaintance with nature is still almost in its infancy. This increasing 
physical knowledge is now', loo, more rapidly that at any former pciiod, 
convcitcd, by practical ingenuity, into physical power. The most mar- 
vellous of modern inventions, one which realizes the imaginary feats of 
the magician, not metaphorically but literally— the electro-magnetic 
telegraph— sprung into existence but a few years after the establishment 
of the scientific theory which it realizes and exemplifies. Lastly, the 
manual part of these great scientific operations is now never w'anting to 
the intellectual ; there is no difficulty in finding or forming, in a sufficient 
number of the working hands of the community, the requisite skill, 
combined with the requisite intelligence, for executing the most delicate 
processes of the application of science to practical uses. From this union 
of conditions, it is impossible not to look forward to a vast multiplication 



462 INFLUENCE OP SOCIETY ON PRODUCTION, ETC. 

and long succession of contrivances for economizing labour and increasing 
its produce ; and to an ever wider diffusion of the use and benefit of those 
contrivances. i. 

Another change, which has always hitherto characterized, and will 
assuredly continue to characterize, the progress of civilized society, is a 
continual increase of the security of person and property. The people of 
every country in Europe, the most backwa‘-d as well as the most advanced, 
are, in each generation, better protected against the violence and rapacity 
of one another, both by a more efficient judicature and police for the 
suppression of private crime, and by the decay and destruction of those 
mischievous privileges which enabled certain classes of the community to 
prey with impunity upon the rest. They are also, in-every generation, 
better protected, either by institutions or by manners and opinion, against 
the arbitrary exercise of the power of government. Even in semibarbarous 
Russia, acts of spoliation directed against individuals, who have not made 
themselves politically obnoxious, are not now so frequent as much to 
affect any person’s feelings of security. Taxation, in all European 
countries, grows less arbitrary and oppressive, both in itself and in the 
manner of levying it. Wars, and the destruction they cause, are now 
confined, in almost every country, to those distant and outlying pos- 
sessions at which It comes into contact with savages. Even the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune which arise from inevitable natural calamities, are more 
and more softened to those on whom they fall, by the continual extension 
of the salutary practice of insuraijce. 

Of this increased security, one of the most unfailing effects is a great 
increase both of production and of accumulation. Industry and frugality 
cannot exist, where there is not a preponderant probability that those 
who labour and spare will be permitted to enjoy. And the nearer this 
probability approaches to a ceitainty, the more do industry and frugality 
become pervading qualities in a people. Experience has shown that a 
large proportion of the results of labour and abstinence may be taken 
away by fixed taxation, without impairing, and sometimes even with the 
effect of stimulating, the qualities from which a gieat production and an 
abundant capital take their rise. But those qualities aie not proof against 
a high degree of uncertainty. You may carry off a part ; but there must 
be assurance that you will not interfere, nor suffer anyone to interfere, 
with the remainder. 

One of the changes which most infallibly attend the progress of modern 
society, is an improvement in the business capacities of the general mass 
of mankind. I do not mean that the practical sagacity of an individual 
human being is greater than formerly. I am inclined to believe that 
economical progress has hitherto had even a contraiy effect. A person 
of good natural endowments, in a rude state of society, can do a greater 
number of things well, has a greater power of adapting means to ends, is 
more capable of extricating himself and others from an unforeseen em- 
barrassment, than ninety-mne in a hundred of those who have known 
only the civilized form of life. How far these points of inferiority of 
faculties are compensated, and by what means they might be compensated 
still more completely, to the civilized man as an individual being, is a 
question belonging to a different inquiry from the present. But to 
civilized human beings collectively considered, the compensation is ample. 
What is lost in the separate bodily and mental efficiency of each, is far 
more than made up by their greater capacity of united action. In exact 
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proportion as they put off the qualities of the savage, they become 
amenable to discipline ; capable of adhering to plans concerted before- 
hand, and about which they ^ may not have been consulted ; of sub- 
ordinating their individual caprice to a preconceived dcteimination, and 
performing severally the parts allotted to them in a combined undei taking. 
Works of all sorts, impracticable to the savage or the half-civihred, aie 
daily accomplished by civilized ^lations, hot by any greatness of faculties 
in the actual agents, but through the snnple fact, that each is able to rely 
with certainty on the others for the portion of the work which they 
respectively undertake. The peculiar characteristic, in short, of civilized 
beings, is the capacity of co-operation ; and this, like other faculties, tends 
to improve by practice, and becomes capable of assuming a constantly 
wider sphere of action. 

Accordingly there is no more certain incident of the progressive change 
taking place in society, than the continual growth of the principle and 
practice of co-operation. Associations of individuals voluntarily com- 
bining their small conti ibutions, now perform works, both of an industrial 
and of many other characters, which no one person or small number of 
persons are rich enough to accomplish, or for the performance of which 
the few persons capable of accomplishing them were formerly enabled to 
exact the most inordinate remuneration. As wealth increases and 
business capacity improves, we may look forward to a great extension of 
establishments, both for industrial and other purposes, formed by the 
collective contributions of large numbers^ estabJishments like those known 
by the technical name of jomt-stock companies, or the associations less 
formally constituted, which are so numerous in England, to raise funds 
for public or philanthropic objects. 

The progress which is to be expected in the physical sciences and arts, 
combined with the greater security of property, and greater freedom in 
disposing of it, which are obvious features in the civilization of modem 
nations, and w'ith the more extensive and more skilful employment of the 
oint-stock principle, afford space and scope for an indefinite increase of 
capital and production, and for the increase of population which is its 
ordinary accompaniment. That the growth of population will overpass 
the increase of production, there is not much reason to apprehend ; and 
that it should even keep pace with it, is inconsistent wuth the supposition 
of any real improvement in the poorest classes of the people. It is, 
however, quite possible that there might be a great progress in industrial 
improvement, and in the signs of what is commonly called national 
piosperity; a great increase of aggregate wealth, and even, in some 
respects, a better distribution of it ; that not only the rich might grow 
richer, but many of the poor might grow rich, that the intermediate classes 
might become more numerous and powerful, and tl)p means ot enjoyable 
existence be more and more largely diffused, while yet the great class at 
the base of the whole might increase in numbers only, and not in comfort 
nor in cultivation. We must, therefore, in considering the effects of the 
progress of industry, admit as a supposition, ho^^evc^ greatly we 
deprecate as a fact, an increase of population as long-continued, as 
indefinite, and possibly even as a rapid, as the increase of production and 
accumulation.* 

With these preliminary observations on the causes of change at work 
in a society which is in a state of economical progress, I proceed to a 
more detailed examination of the changes themselves. 
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CHAPTER 'll. 

INFLUENCE OF THE PROGRESS OF INDUSTRY AND POPULATION ON 
VALUES AND PRICES. 

§ I, The changes which the J^irogress industry causes or presupposes 
in the circumstances of production, are necessarily attended with changes 
in the \ allies of commodities. 

The permanent values of all things which are neither under a natural 
nor under an artificial monopoly, depend, as we have seen, on their cost 
of production. Hut the increasing power which mankind are constantly 
acquiimg over nature, increases more and more the efficiency of human 
exertion, or in other words, diminishes cost of production. All inventions 
by which a greater quantity of any commodity can be produced with the 
same labour, or the same quantity with less labour, or which abridge the 
process, so that the capital employed needs not be advanced for so long a 
time, lessen the cost of production of the commodity. As, however, value 
is relative ; if inventions and improvements m production were made in 
all commodities, and all in the same degree, there would be no alteration 
in values T'hmgs would continue to exchange for each other at the 
same rates as before ; and mankind would obtain a greater quantity of all 
things in return for their labour and abstinence, without having that greater 
abundance measured and, declared (as it is when it affects only one thing) 
by the diminished exchange value of the commodity. 

As for prices, inothese circumstances they would be affected or not, 
according as the improvements in production did or did not extend to the 
precious metals If the materials of money were an exception to the 
general diminution of cost of production, the values of all other things 
would fall m relation to money, that is, there would be a fall of general 
prices throughout the world. }3ut if money, like other things, and m the 
same degree as other things, were obtained m greater abundance and 
cheapness, puces would be no more affected than values would ; and 
there would be no visible sign, in the state of the markets, of any of the 
changes which had taken place ; except that there would be (if people 
continued to labour as much as before) a greater quantity of all sorts 
of commodities, circulated at the same prices by a greater quantity of 
money. 

Improvements in production are not the only circumstance accompany- 
ing the progress of industry which tends to diminish the cost of produc- 
ing, or at least of obtaining, commodities. Another circumstance is the 
increase of intercourse between different parts of the woi Id. As commerce 
extends, and the ignorant attempts to restrain it by tariffs become obsolete, 
commodities tend more and more to be produced in the places in which 
their production can be carried on at the least expense of labour and 
capital to mankind. As civilization spreads, and security of person and 
property becomes established, in parts if the world which have not hitherto 
had that advantage, the productive capabilities of those places are called 
into fuller activity, for the benefit both of their own inhabitants and of 
foreigners. The ignorance and misgovernmcnt in which many of the 
regions most favoured by nature are still grovelling, afford work, probablv^ 
for many gener^'^ ons before those countiies will be raised even to the 
present level of the most civilized parts of Europe. Much wiU also 
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depend on the increasing migration of labour and capital to unoccupied 
parts of the earth, of whi^h the soil, climate, and situation are 
found, by the ample means of exploration now possessed, to promise 
not only a large return to industry, but great facilities of producing 
commodities suited to the markets of old countries. Much as the col- 
lective industry of the earth is likely to lie increased in efficiency by the 
extension of science and of the industrial arts, a still more active source 
of increased cheapness of production will be found, piobably, for some 
time to come, in the gradually unfolding consequences of Free Trade, 
and in the increasing scale on which Emigiation and Colonization will be 
carried on. 

From the causes now enumerated, unless counteracted by others, the 
progress of things enables a country to obtain at less and less of real cost, 
not only its own productions but those of foreign countries. Indeed, 
whatever diminishes the cost of its own productions, when of an exportable 
character, enables it, as we have already seen, to obtain its imports at 
less real cost. 

§ 2. But is it the fact, that these tendencies are not counteracted ? Has 
the progiess of wealth and industry no effect in regard to cost of produc- 
tion, but to dimmish it ? Are no causes of an opposite character brought 
into operation by the same progress, sufficient in some cases not only to 
neutralize but to overcome the former, and convert the descending move- 
ment of cost of production into an ascending movement? We are 
already aware that there are such causes,* and th*at, in the case of the most 
important classes of commodities, food and materials, .there is a tendency 
d.ametrically opposite to that of which we have been speaking. The 
cost of production of these commodities tends to increase. 

This is not a property inherent m the commodities themselves. If 
population were stationary, and the produce of the earth never needed to 
be augmented in quantity, there would be no cause for greater cost of pro- 
duction. Mankind would, on the contrary, have the full benefit of all 
improvements in agriculture, or m the arts subsidiary to it, and there 
would be no difference, in this respect, between the products of agricul- 
ture and those of manufactures. The former, indeed, so far as present 
foresight can extend, does not seem to be susceptible of improved pro- 
cesses to so great a degree as some branches of manufacture ; but inven- 
tions may be in reserve for the future, which may invert this relation. 
The only products of industry which, if population did not increase, 
would be liable to a real increase of cost of production, are those which, 
depending on a material which is not renewed, are either wholly or 
partially exhaustible : such as coal, and most if not all metals ; for even 
iron, the most abundant as well as most useful of metallic products, which 
forms an ingredient of most minerals and of almost all rocks, is sus- 
ceptible of exhaustion so far as regards its richest and most tractable 
01 es. 

When, however, population increases, as it has never yet failed to do 
when the increase of industry and of the means of subsistence makes 
room for it, the demand for most of the productions of the earth, and par- 
ticulaily for food, increases in a corresponding proportion. And then 
comes into effect that fundamental law of production from the soil, on which 
M'e have so frequently had occasion to expatiate ; the law that increased 
labour, in any given state of agricultural skill, is attended with a less than 
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proportional increase of produce. The cost of production of the fniits of 
the earth increases, cceieri v paribiis,^ with every increase of the demand. 

No tendency of a like kind exists with respect to manufactured articles. 
The tendency is in the contrary diiection. The larger the scale on which 
manufacturing operations are carried on, the more cheaply they can in 
general be performed. Mr. Senior has gpnc the length of enunciating as 
an inherent law of manufacturing industry, that m it increased production 
takes place at a smaller cost, while in agricultural industry increased pro- 
duction takes place at a greater cost. I cannot think, however, that even 
in manufactures, mcieased cheapness follows increased production by 
anything amounting to a law. It is a probable and usual, but not a neces- 
sary', consequence. 

As manufactures, however, depend for their materials either upon agii- 
culture, or mining, or the spontaneous produce of the earth, manufactur- 
ing industry is sulDject, in respect of one of its essentials, to the same law 
as agriculture. But the crude material generally forms so small a portion 
of the total cost, that any tendency which may exist to a progressive in- 
crease in that single item, is much overbalanced by the diminution con- 
tinually taking place in all the other elements ; to which diminution it is 
impossible at present to assign any limit. 

The tendency, then, being to a perpetual incicase of the productive 
power of labour in manufactures, while in agriculture and mining there is 
a conflict between two tendencies, the one towards an increase of pro- 
ductive power, the other loward^ a diminution of it, the cost of produc- 
tion being lessened by every improvement in the process, and augmented 
by every addition to population : it follows that the exchange values of 
manufactured articles, compared with the products of agricultuie and of 
mines, have, as population and industry advance, a certain and decided 
tendency to fall. Money being a product of mines, it may also be laid 
down as a rule, that manufactured articles tend, as society advances, to 
fall in money price. The industrial history of modern nations, especidly 
during the last hundred years, fully bears out this assertion. 

§ 3. Whether agricultural produce increases in absolute as well as 
comparative cost of production, depends on the conflict of the two 
antagonistic agencies, increase of population, and improvement in agricul- 
tural skill. In some, perhaps in most, states of society (looking at the 
whole surface of the earth) both agricultural skill and population are 
either stationary, or increase very slowly, and the cost of production of 
food, therefore, is nearly stalionaiy. In a society which is advancing in 
wealth, population generally increases faster than agricultural skill, and 
food consequently tends to become more costly ; but there are times when 
a strong impulse sets in towaids agricultural improvement. Such an 
impulse has shown itself in Great Britain duiing the last fifteen or twenty 
years. In England and Scotland agricultural skill has of late increased 
considerably faster than population, insomuch that food and other agri- 
cultural produce, notwithstanding the increase of peojile, can be grown at 
less cost than they were thirty years ago ; and the abolition of the Corn 
Laws has given an additional stimulus to the spirit of improvement. In 
some other countries, and particularly in France, the improvement Of 
agriculture gains ground still more decidedly upon population, because, 
though agriculture, except in a few provinces, advances slowly, population 
advances still more slowly, and even with increasing slowness ; its growth 
being kept down, not by poverty, which is diminishing, but by prudence. 
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Which of the two conflicting agencies is gaining upon the other at any 
particular time, might be conj^ectured with tolerable accuracy from the 
money price of agricultural produce (supposing bullion not to vary 
materially in value), provided a sufficient number of years could be taken, 
to form an average independent of the fluctuations of seasons. This, how- 
ever, is hardly practicable, since Mr. TooVe has shown that even so long 
a period as half a century may include a much greater proportion of 
abundant and a smaller of deficient seasons, than is properly due to it. A 
mere average, theiefore, might lead to conclusions only the more mislead- 
ing, for their deceptive semblance of accuracy. There would be less 
danger of error in taking the average of only a small number of years, 
and correcting it by a conjectural allowance for the character of the 
seasons, than in trusting to a longer a\erage without any such correction. 
It is hardly necessary to add, that in founding conclusions on quoted 
prices, allowance must also be made as far as possible for any changes in 
the general exchange value of the precious metals. 

§ 4. Thus far, of the effect of the progress of society on the permanent 
or average values and prices of commodities. It remains to be con- 
sidered, in what manner the same progress affects their fluctuations. 
Conceining the answer to this question there can be no doubt. It tends 
in a \ei7 high degree to dimmish them. 

In poor and backward societies, as in the East, and in Europe during 
the middle ages, extraordinary differences in the price of the same com- 
modity might exist in places not very distant frorti each other, because the 
want of roads and canals, the imperfection of maiine navigation, and the 
insecurity of communications generally, prevented tilings from being 
transported from the places v/here they were cheap to those where they 
were dear. The things most liable to fluc^juations in value, those directly 
influenced by the seasons, and especially food, were seldom carried to any 
great distances. Each locality depended, as a geneial rule, on its own 
produce and that of its immediate neighboui hood. In most years, 
accordingly, there was, in some part or other of any large country, a real 
dearth. Almost every season must be unpropitious to some among the 
many soils and climates to be found in an extensive tract of country ; but 
as the same season is also in general more than ordinarily favourable to 
others, it is only occasionally that the aggregate produce of the w hole 
country is deficient, and even then in a less degree than that of many 
separate portions ; while a deficiency, at all considerable, extending to the 
whole world, is a thing almost unknown. In modern times, theiefore, 
there is only dearth, where there formerly would have been famine, and 
sufficiency every wheie when anciently there would have been scarcity m 
some places and superfluity in others. 

The same change has taken place \vith respect to dll other articles of 
commerce. The safety and cheapness of communications, which enable 
a deficiency in one place to be supplied from the surplus of another, at a 
moderate or even a small advance on the ordinary price, render the fluc- 
tuations of prices much less extreme than formeily. This effect is much 
promoted by the existence of large capitals, belonging to what are called 
speculative meicjiants, whose business it is to buy goods in order to resell 
them at a profit. These dcaleis naturally buying things when they are 
clieapest, and storing them up to be brought again into the market when 
the price has become unusually high ; the tendency of their operations is 
to equalize price, or at least to moderate its inequalities. The prices of 
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things are neither so much depressed at one time, nor so much raised at 
another, as they would be if s^culative dealers did not exist. 

Speculators, therefore, have a highly useful office in the economy of 
society ; and (contrary to common opinion) the most useful portion of the 
class are those who speculate in commodities affected by the vicissitudes of 
seasons. If there were no corn„dealers, not only would the price of corn 
be liable to variations much more extieme than at present, but in a 
deficient season the necessary supplies might not be forthcoming at all. 
Unless there were speculators in com, or unless, in default of dealers, the 
farmers became speculators, the price m a season of abundance would fall 
without any limit or check, except the wasteful consumption that would 
invariably follow. That any part of the surplus of one year remains to 
supply the deficiency of another, is owing either to faimers who withhold 
corn from the market, or to dealers who buy it when at the cheapest and 
lay it up in store, 

§ 5. Among persons who have not much consideied the subject, there 
is a notion that the gams of speculators are often made by causing an 
artificial scarcity ; that they create a high price by their own purchases, 
and then profit by it. This may easily be shown to be fallacious. If a 
corn-dealer makes purchases on speculation, and produces a rise, when 
there is neither at the time nor afterwards any cause for a rise of price 
except his own proceedings ; he no doubt appeals to grow richer as long 
as his purchases continue, because he is a holder of an article which is 
quoted at a higher and higher price . but this apparent gain only seems 
within his reach so long as he docs not attempt to realize it. If he has 
bought, for instance, a million of quarters, and by withholding them from 
the market, has raised the price ten shillings a quarter ; just so much as 
the price has been raised by withdrawing a million quarters, will it be 
low'cred by bringing them back, and the best that he can hope is that he 
will lose nothing except interest and his expenses. If by a gradual and 
cautious sale he is able to realize, on some portion of his stores, a part of 
the increased price, so also he will undoubtedly have had to pay a part of 
that price on some portion of his purchases. He runs considerable risk of 
incurring a still greater loss ; for the temporary high price is very likely 
to have tempted others, who had no share in causing it, and who might 
otherwise not have found their way to this market at all, to bring their 
com there, and intercept a part of the advantage. So that instead of 
profiting by a scarcity caused by himself, he is by no means unlikely, after 
buying in an average market, to be forced to sell in a superabundant 
one. 

As an individual speculator cannot gain by a rise of price solely of bis 
own creating, so neither can a number of speculators gain collectively by 
a use, which their bperations have artificially produced. Some among a 
number of speculators may gam, by superior judgment in selecting the 
time for realising, but they make this gam at the expense, not of the con- 
sumer, but of the other speculators w^ho are less judicious. They, in fact, 
convert to their own benefit the high price produced by the speculations 
of the others, leaving to these the loss resulting from the recoil. It is not 
to be denied, therefore, that sfieculators may enrich themselves by other 
people’s loss. But it is by the losses of other speculators. As much must 
have been lost by one set of dealers as is gained by another set. 

When a speculation in a commodity proves profitable to the speculators 
as a body, it is because in the interval between their buying and reselling, 
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the price rises from some cause independent of them, their only con- 
nexion with It consisting in hari^gf foreseen it. In this case, their 
purchases make the price begin to rise sooner than it otherwise would do, 
thus spreading the privation of the consumers over a longer period, but 
mitigating it at the time of its greatest height : evidently to the general 
advantage. In this, however, it isj^ssumed»that they have not overrated 
*the rise which they looked forward to. For it often happens that specula- 
live purchases are made in the expectation of some increase of demand, 
or deficiency of supply, which after all does not occur, or not to the extent 
which the speculator expected. In that case the speculation, instead of 
moderating fluctuations, has caused a fluctuation of price which otherwise 
would not have happened, or aggravated one which would. But in that 
case the speculation is a losing one, to the speculators collectively, how- 
ever much some individuals may gam by it. All that part of the rise of 
price by which it exceeds what there are independent grounds for, cannot 
give to the speculators as a body any benefit, since the price is as much 
depressed by their sales as it was raised by their purchases ; and while 
they gain nothing by it, they lose, not only their trouble and expenses, 
but almost always much more, through the effects incident to the artificial 
rise of price, in checking consumption, and bringing forward supplies from 
unforeseen quarters. The operations, therefoie, of speculative dealers, 
are useful to the public whenever profitable to themselves ; and though 
they are sometimes injurious to the public, by heightening the fluctuations 
which their more usual office is to alleviate, Vet whenever this happens the 
speculators are the greatest loscis. The interest, in sl^prt, of the specu- 
lators as a body, coincides with the interest of the public ; and as they 
can only fail to serve the public interest m proportion as they miss their 
own, the best way to promote the one is to loave them to pursue the other 
in perfect freedom. 

1 do not deny that speculators may aggravate a local scarcity. In 
collecting com from the villages to supply the towns, they make the 
dearth penetrate into nooks and corners which might otherwise have 
escaped from bearing their share of it. To buy and resell in the same 
place, tends to alleviate scarcity : to buy in one place and resell in 
another, may increase it in the former of the two places, but relieves it m 
the latter, where the price is higher, and which therefore, by the very sup- 
position, is likely to be suffering more. And these sufferings always fall 
hardest on the poorest consumers, since the rich, by outbidding, can 
obtain their accustomed ration undiminished if they choose. To no 

E ersons, therefore, are the operations of corn-dealers on the whole so 
eneficial as to the poor. Accidentally and exceptionally, the poor may 
suffer from them : it might sometimes be more advantageous to the ruial 
poor to have corn cheap in winter, when they are entirely dependent on 
It, even if the consequence were a dearth in spring, when they can perhaps 
obtain partial substitutes. But there are no substitutes, procurable at 
that season, which serve in any great degree to replace bread-corn as the 
chief article of food : if there were, its price would fall in the spring, 
instead of continuing, as it always does, to rise till the approach of 
harvest • 

There is an opposition of immediate interest, at the moment of sale, 
between the dealer in com and the consumer, as there always is between 
;he seller and the buyer ; and a time of dearth being that in which the 
fipeculator makes his largest profits, he Is an object of dislike and jealousy 
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at that time, to those who are suffering while he is gaining. It is an error, 
however, to suppose that the corn-deale»^s business affords him any extra** 
ordinary profit : he makes his gains not constantly, but at particular 
times, and they must therefore occasionally be great, but the chiinces of 
profit in a business m which there is so much competition, cannot on the 
whole be greater than in othe’* employments. A year of scarcity, in which 
great gams are made by corn-dealeis,'“rarely comes to an end without a 
recoil which places many of them in the list of bankrupts. There have 
been few more promising seasons for corn-dealers than the year 1847, and 
seldom w^as there a greater break-up among the speculators than in the 
autumn of that year. The chances of failure, in this most precarious 
tiado, are a set-off against great occasional profits. If the corn-dealer 
w ere to sell his stores, during a dearth, at a lower price than that which 
the competition of the consumers assigns to him, he would make a 
sacrifice, to charity or philanthropy, of the fair profits of his employment, 
which may be quite as reasonably required from any other person of equal 
means. His business being a useful one, it is the interest of the public 
that the ordinary motives should exist for carr>dng it on, and that neither 
law' nor opinion should prevent an operation beneficial to the public from 
being attended with as much private advantage as is compatible with full 
and free competition. 

It appears, then, that the fluctuations of values and prices arising from 
variations of supply, or from alterations in real (as distinguished from 
speculative) demand ‘hiay bt expected to become more moderate as 
society advances. With regard to those which arise from miscalculation, 
and especially from the alternations of undue expansion and excessive 
contraction of credit, which occupy so conspicuous a place among com- 
mercial phenomena, the same thing cannot be affirmed with equal con- 
fidence. Such vicissitudes, beginning with irrational speculation and 
ending wuth a commercial crisis, have not hitherto become either less 
fiequent or less violent with the growth of capital and extension of 
industry. Rather they may be said to have become more so . in conse- 
quence, as is often said, of increased competition ; but, as I prefer to say, 
of a low rate of profits and interest, which makes capitalists dissatisfied 
with the ordinary course of safe mercantile gains. The connexion of this 
low rate of profit with the advance of population and accumulation, is one 
of the points to be illustrated in the ensuing chapters. 


“ CHAPTER III. 

INFLUENCE OF THE PROGRES.S OF INDUSTRY AND POPULATION, ON 
RENTS, PROFITS, AND WAGES. 

§ I. Continuing the inquiry into the nature of the economical changes 
taking place in a societjr which is in a state of industrial progress, we 
shall next consider what is the effect of that progress on the distribution 
of the produce among the various classes which shaie in it. We may 
confine our attention to the system of distribution which is the most 
complex, and which virtually includes all others— that in which the 
pioduce of manufactures is shared between two classes, labouren ana 
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capitalists, and the produce of agriculture among three, labourers, 
capitalists, and landlords. I 

The characteristic features ot what is commonly meant by industiial 
progress, resolve themselves mainly into three, increase of capital, increase 
of population, and improvements m production ; understanding the last 
expicssion in its widest sense, to include fche process of prociinng com- 
modities from a distance, as well *as that of producing them. The other 
changes which take place are" chiefly consequ^ces of these ; as, for 
example, the tendency to a progressive increase f the cost of production 
of food ; which arises from an increased demafd, occasioned either by 
increased population, or by an increase of capital and wages, enabling the 
poorer classes to increase their consumption. It will be ron\enient to 
set out by considering eac.. of the three causes, as operating separately ; 
after which we can suppose them combined in any manner we think fit. 

Let us first suppose that population increases, capital and the arts of 
production remaining stationary. One of the effects of this change of 
circumstances is sufficiently obvious : wages will fall ; ,the labouring class 
will be reduced to an inferior condition. The state of the capitalist, on 
the contrary, will be improved. With the same capital, he can purchase 
more labour, and obtain more produce. ,His rate of profit is increased. 
The dependence of the rate of profits on the cost of labour is here verified ; 
for the labourer obtaining a diminished quantity of commodities, and no 
alteration being supposed in the circumstances of their production, the 
diminished quantity represents a diminished cost? I'he labourer obtains 
not only a smaller real reward, but the product of a smaller quantity of 
labour. The first circumstance is the important one to himself, the last 
to his employer. 

Nothing has occurred, thus far, to affect jn any way the value of any 
commodity : and no reason, therefore, has yet shown itself, why rent 
should be cither raised or lowered. But if we look forward another stage 
in the senes of effects, ;ve may see our way to such a consequence. The 
labourers have increased in numbers ; their condition is reduced in the 
same proportion ; the increased numbers divide among them only the 
produce of the same amount of labour as before. But they may economize 
in their other comforts, and not in their food : each may consume as much 
food, and of as costly a quality, as pre\iously ; or they may submit to a 
reduction, but not in proportion to the increase of numbers. On this sup- 
position, notwithstanding the diminution of real vs ages, the increased 
population will require an increased quantity of food. But since industrial 
skill and knowledge are supposed to be stationary, more food can only be 
obtained by resorting to worse land, or to methods of cultivation ^vhich 
are less productive in proportion to the outlay. Capital for this extension 
of agriculture will not be wanting; for although, by hypcAhesis, no addition 
takes place to the capital in existence, a sufficient amount can be spared from 
the industry which previously supplied the other and less pressing wants 
which the labourers have been obliged to curtail. The additional supply 
of food, therefore, will be produced, but produced at a greater cost ; and 
the exchange value of agricultural produce must rise. It may be objected, 
that profits havingi risen, the extra cost of producing food can be defrayed 
from profits, without any increase of price. It could, undoubtedly, but it 
will not. Why ? Because if it did, the agriculturist would be placed in 
an inferior position to other capitalists. The increase of profits, being the 
effect of diminished wages, is common lo all employers of labour. The 
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increased expenses, arising from the necessity of a more costly cultivation, 
affect the agriculturist alone. For thif peculiar burthen he must be 
peculiarly compensated, whether the general rate of profit be high or low. 
He will not submit indefinitely to a deduction from his profits, to which 
other capitalists are not subject. He will not extend his cultivation by 
hying out fresh capital, unless for a return sufficient to yield him as high 
a profit as could be obtained by the same capital in other investments. 
The value, therefore, of his commodity will rise, and rise in proportion to the 
inci eased cost. The farmer will thus be indemnified for the burthen 
which is peculiar to himself, and will also enjoy the augmented rate of 
profit which IS common to all capitalists. 

It follows, from principles with which we are already familiar, that in 
these circumstances rent will rise. Any land can afford to pay, and under 
free competition will pay, a rent equal to the excess of its produce above 
the return to an equal capital on the worst land, or under the least 
favourable conditions. Whenever, therefore, agriculture is driven to 
descend to worse land, or more onerous processes, rent rises. Its rise will be 
twofold, for, in the first place, rent m kind, or corn rent, will rise ; and in 
the second, since the value of agricultural produce has also risen, rent, 
estimated m manufactured or foreign commodities (which is represented 
cccteris partbus by money rent), will rise still more. 

The steps of the process (if, after what has been formerly said, it is 
necessary to retrace them) are as follows. Corn rises in price, to repay ' 
with the ordinary profit* the capital required for producing additional com 
on worse land or by more costly processes. So far as regards this 
additional corn, t^e increased price is but an equivalent for the additional 
expense ; but the rise, extending to all corn, affords on all, except the last 
produced, an extra profit. If the farmer was accustomed to produce loo 
quarters of wheat at 401., and 120 quarters are now required, of which the 
last twenty cannot be produced under 45^., he obtains the extra five 
shillings on the entire 120 quarters, and not on the last twenty alone. He 
has thus an extra 25/. beyond the ordinary profits, and this, in a state of 
fiee competition, he will not be able to retain. He cannot however be 
compelled to give it up to the consumer, since a less price than 45J. would 
be inconsistent with the production of the last twenty quarters. The price, 
then, will remain at 45 j., and the 25/. will be transferred by competition 
not to the consumer but to the landlord. A rise of rent is therefore 
inevitably consequent on an increased demand for agricultural produce, 
when unaccompanied by increased facilities for its production. A truth 
which, after this final illustration, I may be permitted henceforth to take 
for granted 

The new element now introduced~an increased demand for food— 
besides occasiorfing an increase of rent, still further disturbs the 
distribution of the produce between capitalists and labouiers. The 
increase of population will have diminished the reward of labour ; and if 
its cost was diminished as greatly as its real remuneration, profits will be 
increased by the full amount. If, however, the increase of population 
leads to an increased production of food, which cannot be supplied but at 
an enhanced cost of production, the cost of labour wjll not be so much 
diminished as the real reward of it, and profits, therefore, will not be so 
much raised. It is even possible that they might not be raised at all. 
The labourers may previously have been so well provided for, that the 
whole of what they now lose may be struck off from their other indul- 
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Ifences, and they may not, either by necessity or choice,, undergo any 
reduction in the quantity or quaUty of their food. To produce the food 
for the increased number may be attended with such an increase of 
expense, that wages, though reduced in quantity, may represent as great 
a cost, may be the product of as much labour, as before, and the capitalisf 
may not be at all benefited. On this supposition the loss to the labourer 
is partly absorbed in the additicAial labour required for producing the 
last instalment of agricultural produce ; and the remainder is gained by 
the landlord, the only sharer who always benefits by an increase of 
population. 

§ 2. Let us now reverse our hypothesis, and, instead of supposing 
capital stationary and population advancing, let us suppose capital ad- 
vancing and population stationary ; the facilities of production, both 
natural and acquired, being, as before, unaltered. The real wages of 
labour, instead of falling, will now rise ; and since the cost of production 
of the things consumed by the labourer is not diminished, this rise of 
wages implies an equivalent increase of the cost of labour, and diminution 
of profits. To state the same deduction in other terms ; the labourers 
not being more numerous, and the productive power of their labour being 
only the same as before, there is no increase of the produce ; the increase 
of wages, therefore, must be at the charge of the capitalists. It is not 
impossible that the cost of labour might be increased in even a greater 
ratio than its real remuneration. The improved condition of the labourers 
may increase the demand for food. The labourefs may have been so ill 
off before, as not to have food enough ; and may now consume more : or 
they may choose to expend their increased means partly or wholly in a 
more costly quality of food, requiring more labour and more land ; 
wheat, for example, instead of oats or potatoes. This extension of agii- 
culture implies, as usual, a greater cost of production and a higher price, 
so that, besides the increase of the cost of labour arising from the increase 
of Its reward, there will be a further increase (and an additional fall of 
profits) from the increased costliness of the commodities of which that 
reward consists. The same causes will produce a rise of rent. What 
the capitalists lose, above what the labourers gain, is partly transferred 
to the landlord, and partly swallowed up in the cost of growing food on 
worse land or by a less productive process. 

§ 3. Having disposed of the two simple cases, an increasing popula- 
tion and stationary capital, and an increasing capital and stationary 
population, we are prepared to take into consideration the mixed case, in 
which the two elements of expansion are combined, both population and 
capital increasing. If either element increases faster than the other, the 
case is so far assimilated with one or other of the two preceding : we 
shall suppose them, therefore, to increase with equal rapidity ; the test of 
equality being, that each labourer obtains the same commodities as 
before, and the same quantity of those commodities. Let us examine 
what will be the effect, on rents and profits, of this double progress. 

Population having increased, without any falling off in the labourers* 
condition, there is of course a demand for more food. The arts of pro- 
duction being sijpposed stationary, this food must be produced at an 
increased cost. To compensate lor this greater cost of the additional 
food, the price of agricultural produce must rise. The rise extending 
over the whole amount of food produced, though the increased expenses 
only apply to a part^ there is a greatly increased extra profit, which, by 
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competition, is transferred to the landlord. Rent will rise, both in 
quantity of produce and in cost; while wages, being supposed to be the 
same in quantity, will be greater m cost. The labourer obtaining the 
same amount of necessaries, money wages have risen ; and as the rise is 
common to all branches of production, the capitalist cannot indemnify 
himself by changing his employment, and the loss must be borne by 
piofits. • 

It appeals then, that the tendency of an increase of capital and popu- 
lation IS to add to rent at the expense of profits : though rent does not 
gain all that profits lose, a pait being absorbed m increased expenses of 
production, that is, in hiring or feeding a greater number of labouiers to 
obtain a guen amount of agricultural produce, lly profits, must of coiuse 
be understood the raic of profit ; for a lower rate of piofit on a larger 
capital may yield a larger gross profit, considered absolutely, though a 
smaller in proportion to the entire produce. 

This tendency of profits to fall, is from time to time counteracted by 
improvements m production : whether arising from increase of knowledge, 
or from an increased use of the knowledge already possessed. This is the 
third of the three elements, the effects of which on the distiibution of the 
produce we undertook to investigate ; and the investigation will be facili- 
tated by supposing, as in the case of the other two elements, that it 
opciatcs, in the first instance, alone. 

4. Let us then suppose capital and population stationary, and a 
sudden improvement m^de in ^he arts of production , by the in\ ention of 
more efficient machines, or less costly pioccsses, or by obtaining access 
to cheaper commodities through foreign trade. 

The improvement may either be in some of the necessaries or indul- 
gences w'hich enter into the habitual consumption of the Idbouiing class ; 
or it maybe applicable only 'to luxuries consumed exclusively by richer 
people. Very few, how^ever, of the great industrial improvements are 
altogether of this last description. Agricultural improvements, except 
such as specially relate to some of the rarer and more peculiar products, 
act directly upon the principal objects of the labourer’s expenditure. The 
steam-engine, and every other invention w^hich affoids a manageable 
pow cr, are applicable to all things, and of course to those consumed by 
the labourer. Even the power-loom and the spinning-jenny, though 
, applied to the most delicate fabrics, are available no less for the coarse 
cottons and woollens worn by the labouring class. All improvements in 
locomotion cheapen the transport of necessaries as well nS of luxuries. 
Seldom is a new branch of trade opened, without, cither directly or in 
some indirect w^ay, causing some of the articles which the mass of the 
people consume to be either produced or imported at smaller cost. It 
may safely be affirmed, theicfore, that improvements in production 
generally tend to cheapen the commodities on which the wages of the 
labouring class are expended. 

In so far as the commodities affected by an improvement are those 
which the labourers generally do not consume, the improvement has no 
effect in altering the distribution of the produce. Those particular com- 
inodit'es, indeed, arc cheapened ; being produced at less cost, they fall in 
value and in price, and all who consume them, whether landlords, 
capitalists, or skilled and privileged labourers, obtain increased means of 
enjoyment. The rate of profits, however, is not raised. There is a larger 
yrobb profit, reckoned in quantity of commodities. Ihit the capital also, 
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!f estimated in those commodities, has risen in value. The profk is the 
same percentage on the capital |hat it was before. The capitalists are 
not benefited as capitalists, but as consumers. The landlords and the 
privileged classes of labourers, if they are consumers of the same com- 
modities, share the same benefit. 

The case is different with improvements which diminish the cost of 
production of the necessaries of jife, or ot commodities which enter 
habitually into the consumption of the great mass of labourers. The play 
of the different forces being here rather complex, it is necessary to an^ilyze 
it with some minuteness. 

As formerly observed,* there are two kinds of agricultural improvements. 
Some consist in a mere saving of labour, and enable a given quantity 
of food to be produced at less cost, but not on a smaller surface of land 
than before. Others enable a given extent of land to yield not only the 
same produce ^yith less labour, but a greater produce ; so that if no 
greater produce is required, a part of the land already under cultuic may 
be dispensed with. As the pait rejected will be the least productive 
portion, the market will thenceforth be regulated by a better descrip- 
tion of land than what was previously the worst under cultivation. 

To place the effect of the improvement m a clear light, we must 
suppose It to take place suddenly, so as to leave no time, during its 
introduction, for any increase of capital or of population. Its first 
effect will be a fall of the value and price of agricultural produce. This 
is a necessary consequence of either kind of impro* ement, but especially 
of the last. * 

An improvement of the first kind, not increasing the produce, docs not 
dispense with any poition of the land : the margin of cultivation (as Dr. 
Chalmers teims it,) remains where it was ; J%*‘ricultuie does not recede, 
either in extent of cultivated land, or in elaborateness of methods ; and 
the price continues to be regulated by the same land, and by the same 
capital, as before. But since that land or capital, and all other land or 
capital which produces food, now yields its produce at smaller cost, 
the price of food w’ill fill pioportionally. If one-tenth of the expciirse 
of production has been saved, the price of produce will fall one- 
tenth. 

But suppose the improvement to be of the second kind ; enabling 
the land to produce, not only the same corn with one-tenth less labour, but 
a tenth more corn wdth the same labour. Heie the effect is still moic 
decided. Cultivation can now be contracted, and the market supplied 
from a smaller quantity of land. Even if this smaller surface of land iverc 
of the same aveiage quality as the larger surface, the price w’ould fall one- 
tenth, because the same produce would be obtained with a tenth less 
labour. But since the portion of land abandoned will be the least fcitile 
portion, the price of produce will thenceforth be regulated by a better 
duality of Hand than before. In addition, therefore, to the oiiginal 
diminution of one-tenth in the cost of production, there will be a further 
diminution, corresponding with the recession of the ‘margin’ of agri- 
culture to land of greater fertility. There will thus be a twofold fall 
of price. ^ 

, Let us now examine the effect of the improvements, thus suddenly made, 
on the division of the produce ; and in the first place, on rent. By the 

• Supra, p. 140. 
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former of the two kinds of improvement, rent would be diminished. By 
the second, it would be diminished still pore. 

Suppose that the demand for food requires the cultivation of three 
qualities of land, yielding, on an equal surface, and at an equal expense^ 
itx), 8o and 6o bushels of wheat. The price of wheat will, on the average, 
be just sufficient to enable t^e third quality to be cultivated with the 
ordinary piofit. The first quality thercJfore will yieMibrty and the second 
twenty bushels of extra profit, constituting the rent of the landloi d. And 
first, let an improvement be made, which, without enabling more com to 
be grown, enables the same corn to be grown with one-fourth less labour. 
The price of wheat will fall one-fourth, and 8o bushels will be sold for the 
price for which 6o were sold before. But the produce of the land which 
produces 6o bushels is still required, and the expenses being as much re- 
duced as the price, that land can still be cultivated with the ordinary 
profit. The first and second qualities null therefore continue to yield 
a surplus of 40 and 20 bushels, and corn rent will remain the same as 
before. But corn having fallen in price one-fourth, the same corn rent is 
equivalent to a fourth less of money and of all other commodities. So 
far, therefore, as the landlord expends his income in manufactured or 
foreign products, he is one-fourth worse off than before. His income as 
landlord is reduced to three-quarters of its amount : it is only as a 
consumer of corn that he is as well off. 

If the improvement is of the other kind, rent will fall in a still greater 
ratio. Suppose that the amo*int of produce which the market requires, 
can be grown not only with a fourth less labour, but on a fourth less 
of land. If all the land already in cultivation continued to be cultivated, 
it would yield a produce much larger than necessary. Land, equivalent 
to a fourth of the produce, must now be abandoned ; and as the third 
quality yielded exactly one-fburlh, (being 60 out of 240,) that quality will 
go out of cultivation. The 240 bushels can now be giown on land of the 
first and second qualities only ; being, on the first, 100 bushels plus one- 
third, or 133J bushels ; on the second. So bushels plus one-thiid, or lo6J 
bushels ; together 240. The second quality of land, instead of the third, 
is now the lowest, and regulates the pi ice. Instead of 60, it is sufficient if 
106? bushels repay the capital with the ordinary profit. The price 
of wheat will consequently fall, not in the ratio of 60 to 80, as in the other 
case, but in the ratio of 60 to io6J. Even this gives an insufficient idea 
of the degree in which rent will be affected. The whole produce of the 
second quality of land will now be required to repay the expenses of pro- 
duction. That Land, being the worst in cultivation, will pay no rent. 
And the first quality will only yield the difference between 133^ bushels, 
and 106J, being 26J bushels instead of 40. The landlords collectively 
will have lost 33 J out of 60 bushels in com rent alone, while the value and 
price of what is left will have been diminished in the ratio of 60 
to 106?. 

It thus appears, that the interest of the landlord is decidedly hostile to 
the sudden and general introduction of agricultural improvements. ^ This 
assertion has been called a paradox, and made a ground for accusing its 
first promulgator, Ricardo, of great intellectual perverseness, to say 
nothing worse. I cannot discern in what the paradox consists ; and the 
obliquity of vision seems to me to be on the side of his assailants. The 
opinion is only made to appear absurd by stating it unfairly. If the 
assertion were that a landlord is injured by the improvement of his 
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estate, it would certainly be indefensible ; but what is asserted is, that he 
is injured by the improvement of the estates of other people, although his 
own IS included. Nobody doubts that he would gain greatly by the im- 
provement if he could keep it to himself, and unite the benefits, of 
an increased produce fiom his land, and a price as high as before. But 
if the inciease of produce took place simultaneously on all lands, the 
price would not be as high as bSfore ; and there is nothing unreasonable 
in supposing that the landloids would be, not benefited, but injured. It 
is admitted that whatever pcnnanently reduces the price of produce 
diminishes rent ; and it is quite m accordance with common notions to 
suppose that if, by the increased productiveness of land, less land were re- 
quiied for cultivation, its value, like that of any other article for which the 
demand had diminished, would fall. 

I am quite willing to admit that rents have not leally been lowered by 
the progress of agricultural improvement ; but why ? Because improve- 
ment has never in leality been sudden, but always slow ; at no time much 
outstripping, and often falling far short of, the growth of capital and popu- 
lation, which tends as much to raise rent, as the other to low'er it, and 
which is enabled, as we shall presently see, to raise it much higher by 
means of the additional margin afforded by improvements in agriculture. 
First, however, w'e must examine in what manner the sudden cheapening 
of agi icultural produce would affect profits and wages. 

In the beginning, money wages would probably remain the same as 
before, and the labourers would have tWfe full benefit of the cheapness. 
They would be enabled to increase their consumption pither of food or of 
other articles, and would receive the same cost, and a greater quantity. 
So long as this was the case, profits would be unaffected. But the per- 
manent remuneration of the labourers esgentially depends on what we 
have called their habitual standard ; the extent of the requirements 
which, as a class, they insist on satisfying before they choose to have 
childicn. If their tastes and requuements receive a durable impress 
from the sudden improvement in their condition, the benefit to the class 
will be peimancnt. But the same cause which enables them to purchase 
greater comforts and indulgences with the same w'ages, w’ould enable 
them to purchase the same amount of comforts and indulgences with 
low'er wages ; and a greater population may now exist, without reducing 
the labouiers below the condition to which they are accustomed. Hitherto 
this and no other has been the use wdiich the labourers have commonly 
made of any inciease of their means of living ; they have treated it simply 
as convertible into food for a greater number of children. It is probable, 
thciefore, that population would be stimulated, and that after the lapse of 
a generation the real w^ages of labour w^ould be no higher than before the 
improvement : the reduction being partly brought Sibout by a fall of 
money wages, and partly through the price of food, the cost of which, 
from the demand occasioned by the increase of population, would be 
again increased. To the extent to which money wages fell, piofits would 
rise ; the capitalist obtaining a greater quantity of equally efficient labour 
by the same outlay of capital. We thus see that a diminution of the cost 
of living, whether arising from agricultural improvements or from the 
importation of foreign produce, if the habits and requirements of the 
labourers are not raised, lowers money W'ages and rent, and raises the 
general rate of profit. 

What is true of improvements which cheapen the production of food, is 
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true also of the substitution of a cheaper for a more costly variety of it. 
The same land yields to the same labohr a much greater quantity of 
human nutriment in the form of maize or potatoes, than in the form of 
wheat. If the labourers were to give up bread, and feed only on those 
cheaper products, taking as their compensation not a greater quantity of 
other consumable commodities, but earlK^^r mariiages and larger families, 
the cost of labour would be much diminished, and if labour continued 
equally efficient, piofits would rise ; while rent would be much lowered, 
since food for the whole population could be raised on half or a third part 
of the land now sown with corn. At the same time, it being evident that 
the land too barren to be cultivated for wheat might be made in case of 
necessity to yield potatoes sufficient to support the little labour necessary 
for producing them, cultivation might ultimately descend lower, and rent 
eventually rise higher, on a potato or maize system, than on a corn 
system ; because the land would be capable of feeding a much laigcr 
population before reaching the limit of its powers. 

If the improvement, which we suppose to take place, is not in the 
production of food, but of some manufactured article consumed by the 
labouring class, the effect on wages and profits will be the same ; but the 
effect on rent, very different. Instead of being lowered, it will, if the ulti- 
mate effect of the improvement is an increase of population, be laised. 
The reasons arc too evident to require statement. 

§ 5. We have considered, on tJie one hand, the manner in which the 
distribution of the produce into icnt, profits, and wages, is affected by the 
ordiiKir>’ increase of population and capital, and on the other, how it is 
affected by improvements in production, and more especially in agri- 
culture. We have found that the former cause lowers piofits, and raises 
rent and the cost of labour : while the tendency of agricultural improve- 
ments is to diminish rent; and all unproven icnts which cheapen any 
article of the labouier’s consumption, tend to dimmish the cost of labour 
and to raise profits. The tendency of each cause in its separate state 
being thus ascertained, it is easy to determine the tendency of the actual 
couisc of things, in w'hich the two movements are going on bimiiUancously, 
capital and population increasing with tolerable steadiness, while im- 
provements in agriculture arc made from lime to time, and the knowledge 
and practice of impioved methods become diffused graduahy thiough the 
community. 

The habits and requirements of the labouring classes being given 
(which determine their real w’agcs,) lent, profits, and money wMges at any 
given time, are the result of the composition of these rival forces. If 
during any period agricultural improvement advances faster than popu- 
lation, rent and moqey wages during that period will tend downw’arcl, and 
profits upward. If population advances more rapidly than agricultural 
improvement, cither the labourers will submit to a reduction m the 
quantity or quality of their food, or if not, rent and money wages will 
progressively rise, and profits will fall. 

Agricultural skill and knowledge are of slow growth, and still slow'er 
diffusion. Inventions and discoveiics, too, occur only occasionally, while 
the increase of population and capital are continuous agencies. It 
therefore seldom happens that improvement, even during a short time, 
has so much the start of population and capital as actually to lower rent, 
or raise the rate of profits. There are many countries in w'hich the growth 
of population and capital are not rapid, but in these agricultural improve* 
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merit is less active still. Population everywhere treads close on the heels 
of agricultural improvement, and effaces its effects as fast as they are 
produced, ^ 

The leason why agricultural improvement seldom lowers rent, is that it 
seldom cheapens food, but only prevents it from growing dearer ; and 
seldom, if ever, throws land out of cultivation, but only enables worse and 
worse land to be takgn in. WhfV is somclimes called the natural state of 
a country which is but half cultivated, namely, that the land is highly 
productive, and food obtained in great abundance by little labour, is only 
true of unoccupied countries colonized by a civilized people. In the 
United Slates the worst land in cultivation is of a high quality (except 
sometimes in the immediate vicinity of towns, where a bad quality is 
compensated by a good situation) ; and even if no further improvements 
were made in agriculture or locomotion, cultivation would have many 
steps yet to descend, before the increase of population and capital would 
be brought to a stand : but in Euiope five hundred years ago, though so 
thinly peopled in comparison to the present population, it is probable that 
the worst land under the plough was, from the rude state of agriculture, 
quite as unproductive as the worst land now cultivated ; and that culti- 
vation had approached as near to the ultimate limit of profitable tillage, in 
those times as in the present. What the agricultural improvements 
since made have really done is, by increasing the capacity of production 
of land in general, to enable tillage to extend downwards to a much worse 
natural quality of land than the woist jvhich at that time would have 
admitted of cultivation by a capitalist for profit ; thus rendering a much 
greater increase of capital and population possible, and lemoving always 
a little and a little further off the barrier which restrains them ; popu- 
lation meanwhile always pressing so hard against the barrier, that there 
is never any visible margin left for it to seize, every inch of ground made 
vacant for it by improvement being at once filled up by its advancing 
columns. Agricultural improvement may thus be considered to be not so 
much a counterforce conflicting with increase of population, as a partial 
relaxation of the bonds which ^nfine that increase. 

The effects produced on the division of the produce by an increase of 
production, under the joint influence of increase of population and 
capital, and improvements of agriculture, are very different from those 
deduced fiom the hypothetical cases previously discussed. In particular, 
tne effect on rent is most materially different. We remarked that— while 
a great agricultural improvement made suddenly and universally would 
in the first instance inevitably lower rent— such improvements enable 
rent, in the progress of society, to rise gradually to a much higher limit 
than It could otherwise attain, since they enable a much low’cr quality of 
land to be ultimately cultivated. But m the case wx .aie now supposing, 
which nearly corresponds to the usual course of things, this ultimate 
effect becomes the immediate effect. Suppose cultivation to have 
reached, or almost reached, the utmost limit permitted by the state of the 
industrial arts, and rent, therefore, to have attained nearly the highest 
point to which it can be carried by the progress of population and capital, 
with the existing amount of skill and knowledge. If a great agricultural 
improvement weie suddenly introduced, it might throw back rent for a 
considerable space, leaving it to regain its lost gi oiind by the progress of 
population and capital, and afterwards to go on fuitlier. But, taking 
^lacc, as such impiovemcnt always does, very guidually, it causes no 
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retrograde movement of either rent or cultivation ; it merely enables the 
one to go on rising and the other extending, long after they must other- 
wise have stopped. It would do this even without the necessity of 
resorting to a worse quality of land ; simply by enabling the lands 
already in cultivation to yield a greater produce, with no increase of the 
proportional cost. If by improvements of agriculture all the lands 
in cultivation could be made, even w^th double labour and capital, 
to yield a double produce, (supposing that in the meantime popu- 
lation increased so as to require this double quantity) all rents would 
be doubled. 

To illustrate the point, let us revert to the numerical example in a 
former page. Three qualities of land yield respectively loo, 8o, and 6o 
bushels to the same outlay on the same extent of surface. If No. i could 
be made to yield 200, No. 2, 160, and No. 3, 120 bushels, at only double 
the expense, and therefore without any increase of the cost of production, 
and if the population, having doubled, required all this increased quantity, 
the rent of No. i would be 80 bushels instead of 40, and of No. 2, 40 
instead of 20, while the price and value per bushel would be the same as 
before ; so that corn-rent and money-rent would both be doubled. I 
need not point out the difference between this result, and what we have 
shown would take place if there were an improvement in production 
without the accompaniment of an increased demand for food. 

Agricultural improvement, then, is always ultimately, and in the manner 
in which it generally tsfkes phice, also immediately, beneficial to the 
landlord. We may add, that when it takes place in that manner, it is 
beneficial to no one else. When the demand for produce fully keeps 
pace with the increased capacity of production, food is not cheapened ; 
the labourers aie not, even temporarily, benefited ; the cost of labour is 
not diminished, nor profits raised. There is a greater aggregate pro- 
duction, a greater produce divided among the labourers, and a larger 
gross profit ; but the wages being shared among a larger population, 
and the profit spread over a larger capital, no labourer is better off, 
nor does any capitalist derive from the same amount of capital a larger 
income. 

The result of this long investigation may be summed up as follows. 
The economical progress of a society constituted of landlords, capitalists, 
and labourers, tends to the progressive enrichment of the landlord class ; 
while the cost of the labourer’s subsistence tends on the whole to increase, 
and profits to fall. Agricultural improvements are a counteracting force 
to these last effects ; but the first, though a case is conceivable in which 
it would be temporarily checked, is ultimately m a high degree promoted 
by those improvements ; and the increase of population tends to transfer 
all the benefits deiivcd from agricultural improvement to the landlords 
alone. What other consequences, in addition to these, or in modification 
of them, arise from the industrial progress of a society thus constituted, I 
shall endeavour to show m the succeeding chapter. 
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ciIapter IV. 

OF THE TENDENCY OF PROFITS TO A MINIMUM. 

§ I. The tendency of profits to fall as society advances, which has been 
brought to notice in the precc|ling chapter, was early recognised by 
writers on industry and commerce ; but the laws which govern profits not 
being then understood, the phenomenon was ascribed to a wrong cause. 
Adam Smith considered profits to be determined by what he called the 
competition of capital ; and concluded, that when capital increased, this 
competition must likewise increase, and profits must fall. It is not quite 
certain what sort of competition Adam Smith had here in view His 
words in the chapter on Profits of Stock* are, ‘ When the stocks of many 
rich merchants are turned into the same trade, their mutual competition 
naturally tends to lower its profits ; and when there is a like increase of 
stock in all the difterent trades carried on in the same society, the same 
competition must produce the same effect in them all.' This passage 
would lead us to infer that, in Adam Smith’s opinion, the manner in which 
the competition of capital lowers profits is by lowering prices ; that being 
the mode in which an increased investment of capital in any particular 
trade, usually lowers the profits of that trade. But if this was his meaning, 
he oveijooked the circumstance that the fall of price, which if confined to 
one commodity really does lower the profits of 4;he producer, ceases to 
have that effect as soon as it extends to all commodities ; because, when 
all things have fallen, nothing has really fallen, except nominally; and 
even computed in money, the expenses of every producer have diminished 
as much as his returns. Unless indeed labour be the one commodity 
which has not fallen in money price, when fdl other things have : if so, 
what has really taken place is a rise of wages ; and it is that, and not the 
fall of prices, which has lowered the profits of capital. There is another 
thing which escaped the notice of Adam Smith ; that the supposed 
universal fall of prices, through increased competition of capitals, is a 
thing which cannot take place. Prices are not determined by the com- 
petition of the sellers only, but also by that of the buyers ; by demand as 
well as supply. The demand which affects money prices consists of all 
the money in the hands of the community, destined to be laid out in 
commodities ; and as long as the proportion of this to the commodities is 
not diminished, there is no fall of general prices. Now, howsoever 
capital may increase, and give rise to an increased production of com- 
modities, a full share of the capital will be drawn to the business of 
producing or importing money, and the quantity of money will be 
augmented in an equal ratio with the quantity of convnoditics. For if 
this were not the case, and if money, therefore, were, as the theory 
supposes, perpetually acquiring increased purchasing power, those who 
produced or imported it would obtain constantly-increasing profits ; and 
this could not happen without attracting capital to that occupation from 
other employments. If a general fall of prices, and increased value of 
money, were really to occur, it could only be as the consequence of 
increased cost of ppduction, from the gradual exhaustion of the mines 
It is not tenable, therefore, in theory, that the increase of capital 
produces, or tends to produce, a general decline of money prices. Neither 

* Wealth of Nations^ book i. ch. 9 . 
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is it true, that any such general decline of prices, as capital inci eased, 
has manifested itself in feet. The only ‘ihings observed to fall in price 
with the progress of society, arc those in which there have been im- 
provements m production greater than have taken place in the production 
of the precious metals ; as, for example, all spun and woven fabrics. 
Other things again, instead of falling, have risen in price, because their 
cost of production, compared with that of gold and silver, has increased. 
Among these are all kinds of food, comparison being made with a much 
earlier period of history. The doctrine, therefore, that competition of 
capital lowers profits by lowering prices, is incorrect in fact, as well as 
unsound in principle. 

But it is not certain that Adam Smith really held that doctrine ; for his 
language on the subject is w'avering and unsteady, denoting the absence 
of a definite and well-digested opinion. Occasionally he seems to think 
that the mode in which the competition of capital lowers profits, is by 
raising wages. And when speaking of the rate of profit in new colonies, 
he seems on the very verge of grasping the complete theory of the subject. 
‘As the colony increases, the profits of stock gradually diminish. When 
the most fertile and best situated lands have been all occupied, less profit 
can be made by the cultivation of what is infeiior both in soil and 
situation.’ Had Adam Smith meditated longer on the subject, and 
systematized his view of it by haimonizing with each other the various 
glimpses which he caught of Jt from different points, he would have 
perceived that this last is the^tiue cause of the fall of profits usually 
consequent upon increase of capital. 

§ 2, Mr. Wakefield, in his Commentary on Adam Smith, and his 
important writings on Colonization, lakes a much clearer view of the 
subject, and arrives, through n substantially correct series of deductions, 
at practical conclusions which appear to me just and important ; but he 
is not equally happy in incorporating his valuable speculations with the 
results of previous thought, and reconciling them with other truths. 
Some of the theories of Dr. Chalmers, in his chapter ‘On the Increase 
and Limits of Capital,’ and the two chapters which follow it, coincide m 
their tendency and spirit with those of Mr. Wakefield ; but Dr. Chalmers* 
ideas, though delivered, as is his custom, w^ith a most attractive semblance 
of clearness, are really on this subject much more confused than even 
those of Adam Smith, and moie decidedly infected with the often refuted 
notion that the competition of capital lowers general prices ; the subject 
of Money apparently not being included among the parts of Political 
Economy which this acute and vigorous writer had carefully studied. 

Mr. Wakefield’s explanation of the fall of profits is briefly this. Pro- 
duction is limited not solely by the quantity of capital and of labour, but 
also by the extent of the ‘ field of employment.* The field of employment 
for capital is two-fold ; the land of the country, and the capacity of foreign 
markets to take its manufactured commodities. On a limited extent of 
land, only a limited quantity of capital can find employment at a profit. 
As the quantity of capital approaches this limit, profit falls ; when the 
limit is attained, profit is annihilated ; and can only be restored through 
an extension of the field of employment, either by the acquisition of fertile 
land, or by opening new markets in foreign countries, from which food 
and materials can be purchased with the products of domestic capitaL 
These propositions are in my opinion substantially true ; and, even to the 
phraseology in which they are expressed, considered as adapted to popular 
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and practical rather than scientific uses, I have nothing to object. The 
error which seems to me impfltable to Mr. Wakefield, is that of supposing 
his doctrines to be in contradiction to the principles of the best school of 
preceding political economists, instead of being, as they really are, corol- 
laries from those principles ; though corollaries which, perhaps, would not 
always have been admitted by Jhose polftical economists themselves. 

The most scientific treatment of the subject which I have met with, is 
in an essay on the effects of Machinery, by Mr. William Ellis which 
was doubtless unknown to Mr. Wakefield, but which had preceded him, 
though by a different path, in several of his leading conclusions. This 
essay excited little notice, partly from being published anonymously in a 
periodical, and partly because it was much in advance of the state of 
political economy at the time. In Mr. Ellis's view of the subject, the 
questions and difficulties raised by Mr. Wakefield’s speculations and by 
those of Dr. Chalmers, find a solution consistent with the prmciples of 
political economy laid down in the present treatise. 

§ 3. There is at every time and place some particular rate of profit, 
which is the lowest that will induce the people of that country and time to 
accumulate savings, and to employ those savings productively. This 
minimum rate of profit varies according to circumstances. It depends on 
two elements. One is, the strength of the effective desire of accumula- 
tion : the comparative estimate made by the people of that place and era, 
of future interests when weighed agains| presejit. This element chiefly 
affects the inclination to save. The other element, which affects not so 
much the willingness to save as the disposition to empjloy savings produc- 
tively, is the degree of security of capital engaged in industrial opera- 
tions. A state of general insecurity, no doubt affects also the disposition 
to save. A hoard may be a source of additional danger to its reputed 
possessor. But as it may also be a powerful means of averting dangers, 
the effect in this respect may perhaps be looked upon as balanced. But 
in employing any funds which a person may possess as capital on his own 
account, or in lending it to others to be so employed, there is always some 
additional risk, over and above that incurred by keeping it idle in his own 
custody. This extra risk is great, in proportion as the general state of 
society is insecure : it may be equivalent to twenty, thirty, or fifty per 
cent., or to no more than one or two ; something, however, it must always 
be : and for this, the expectation of profit must be sufficient to com- 
pensate. 

There would be adequate motives for a certain amount of saving, even 
if capital yielded no profit. There would be an inducement to lay by in 
pood times a provision for bad ; to reserve something for sickness and 
infirmity, or as a means of leisure and independence in the latter part of 
life, or a help to children in the outset of it. Savings, however, which 
have only these ends in view, have not much tendency to increase the 
amount of capital pennanently in existence. These motives only prompt 
each person to save at one period of life what he purposes to consume at 
another, or what will be consumed by his children before they can com- 
pletely provide for themselves. The savings by which an addition is made 
to the national capital, usually emanate from the desire of persons to im- 
prove what is termed their condition in life, or to make a provision for 
children or others, independent of their exertions. Now, to the strength 


* Published in the Westminster Review for January, 1826, 
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of these inclinations it makes a very material difference, how much of the 
desired object can be effected by a given «nmount and duration of self- 
denial ; which again depends on the rate of profit. And there is in every 
country some rate of profit, below which persons in general will not find 
sufficient motive to save for the mere purpose of growing richer, or of 
leaving others better off than themselves^ Any accumulation, therefore, 
by which the general capital is increasea, requires aV* its necessary con- 
dition a certain rate of profit : a rate which an average person will deem 
to be an equivalent for abstinence, with the addition of a sufficient insur- 
ance against risk. There are always some persons in whom the effective 
desire of accumulation is above the average, and to whom less than this 
rate of profit is a sufficient inducement to save ; but these merely step 
into the place of others whose taste for expense and indulgence is beyond 
the average, and who, instead of saving, perhaps even dissipate what they 
have received. 

I have already observed that this minimum rate of profit, less than 
which is not consistent with the further increase of capital, is lower m 
some states of society than in others ; and I may add, that the kind of 
social progress characteristic of our present civilization, tends to diminish 
it. In the first place, one of the acknowledged effects of that progress is 
an increase of general security. Destruction by wars, and spoliation by 
private or public violence, are less and less to be apprehended ; and the 
improvements which may be looked for in education and in the administra- 
tion of justice, or, in thefr defau'it, increased regard for opinion, afford a 
growing protection against fraud and reckless mismanagement. The risks 
attending the investment of savings in productive employment, require 
therefore a smaller rate of profit to compensate for them than was required 
a century ago, and will hereafter require less than at present. In the 
second place, it is also one of the consequences of civilization that man- 
kind become less the slaves of the moment, and more habituated to 
carry their desires and purposes forward into a distant future. This 
increase of providence is a natural result of the increased insurance with 
which futurity can be looked forward to : and is, besides, favoured by 
most of the influences which an industrial life exercises over the passions 
and inclinations of human nature. In proportion as life has fewer vicissi- 
tudes, as habits become more fixed, and great pnzes are less and less to 
be hoped for by any other means than long perseverance, mankind 
become more willing to sacrifice present indulgence for future objects. 
This increased capacity of forethought and self-control may assuredly find 
other things to exercise itself upon than an increase of riches, and some 
considerations connected with this topic will shortly be touched upon. 
The present kind of social progress, however, decidedly tends, though not 
perhaps to increase the desire of accumulation, yet to weaken the obstacles 
to it, and to diminish the amount of profit which people absolutely require 
as an inducement to save and accumulate. For these two reasons, 
diminution of risk and increase of providence, a profit or interest of three 
or four per cent, is as sufficient a motive to the increase of capital in 
England at the present day, as thirty or forty per cent, in the Burmese 
Empire, or in England at the time of King John. In Holland during the 
last century a return of two per cent., on government s&urity, was con- 
sistent with an undiminished, if not with an increasing capital. But 
though the minimum of profit is thus liable to vary, and though to 
specify exactly what it is would at any given time be impossible, such a 



TENDENCY OF PROFITS TO A MINIMUM. 485 

minimum always e^cists ; anjj whether it be high or low, when once it is 
reached, no further increase of capital can for the present take place. 
The countiy has then atuined what is known to political economists 
under the name of the stacionary state. 

§ 4. We now, theiefore, arrive at the fundamental proposition which 
this chapter is intended to jnculcate. When a country has long pos- 
sessed a large production, and a large net income to make savings from, 
and when, therefore, the means have long existed of making a great 
annual addition to capital ; (the country not having, like America, a large 
reserve of fertile land still unused ;) it is one of the characteristics of such 
a country, that the rate of profit is habitually within, as it were, a hand’s 
breadth of the minimum, and the country therefore on the very verge of 
the stationary state. By this I do not mean that this state is likely, in 
any of the great countries of Europe, to be soon actually reached, or 
that capital does not still yield a profit considerably greater than what 
is barely sufficient to induce the people of those countries to save and 
accumulate. My meaning is, that it would require but a short time to 
reduce profits to the minimum, if capital continued to increase at its 
present rate, and no circumstances having a tendency to raise the rate of 
profit occurred m the meantime. The expansion of capital would soon 
reach its ultimate boundary, if the boundary itself did not continually 
open and leave more space. 

In England, the ordinary rate of interest on government securities, in 
which the risk is next to nothing, may be estimated at a little more than 
three per cent. : in all other investments, therefore, •the interest or profit 
calculated upon (exclusively of what is properly a remuneration for talent 
or exertion) must be as much more than this amount, as is equivalent to 
the degree of risk to which the capital isf thought to be exposed. Let us 
suppose that in England even so small a net profit as one per cent, 
exclusive of insurance against risk, would constitute a sufficient induce- 
ment to save, but that less than this would notjje a sufficient inducement. 
I now say, that the mere continuance of the present annual increase of 
capital, if no circumstance occurred to counteract its effect, would suffice 
in a small number of years to reduce the rate of net profit to one per cent. 

To fulfil the conditions of the hypothesis, we must suppose an entire 
cessation of the exportation of capital for foreign investment. No more 
capital sent abroad for railways or loans ; no more emigrants, taking 
capital with them, to the colonies, or to other countries ; no fresh advances 
made, or credits given, by bankers or merchants to their foreign corre- 
spondents. We must also assume that there are no fresh loans for 
unproductive expenditure by the government, or on mortgage, or other- 
wise ; and none of the waste of capital which noy takes place by the 
failure of undertakings which people are tempted to engage in by the 
hope of a better income than can be obtained in safe paths at the present 
habitual low rate of profit. We must suppose the entire savings of the 
community to be annually invested in really productive employment within 
the country itself ; and no new channels opened by industrial inventions, 
or by a more extensive substitution of the best known processes for infenor 
ones. . 

Few persons would hesitate to say, that there would be great difficulty 
in finding remunerative employment every year for so much new capital, 
and most would conclude that there would be what used to be termed a 
general glut ; thaft commodities would be produced, and remain unsold, 
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or be sold only at a loss. But the full examination which we have already 
pytn to this question,* has shown that this fs not the mode in which the 
inconvenience would be expenenced. The difficulty would not consist in 
any want of a market. If the new capital were duly shared among many 
varieties of employment, it would raise up a demand for its own produce, 
and there would be no cause why ^ny part pf that produce should remain 
longer on hand than formerly. What would really be, not merely difficult, 
but impossible, would be to employ this capital without submitting to a 
rapid reduction of the rate of profit. 

As capital increased, population either would also increase, or it would 
not If It did not, wages would rise, and a greater capital would be dis- 
tributed in wages among the same number of labourers. There being no 
more labour than before, and no improvements to render the labour more 
efficient, there would not be any increase of the produce ; and as the 
capital, however largely increased, would only obtain the same gross 
return, the whole savings of each year would be exactly so much subtracted 
from the profits of the next and of every following year. It is hardly 
necessary to say that in such circumstances profits would very soon fall to 
the point at which further increase of capital would cease. An augmenta- 
tion of capital, much more rapid than that of population, must soon reach 
its extreme limit, unless accompanied by increased efficiency of labour 
(through inventions and discovenes, or improved mental and physical 
education), or unless some of tlje idle people, or of the unproductive 
labourers, became productive. 

If population did increase with the increase of capital, and in proportion 
to it, the fall of profits would still be inevitable. Increased population 
implies increased demand for agricultural produce. In the absence of 
industrial improvements, this demand can only be supplied at an increased 
cost of production, cither by cultivating worse land, or by a more elaborate 
and costly cultivation of the land already under tillage. The cost of the 
labourer's subsistence is therefore increased ; and unless the labourer 
submits to a deterioration of his condition, profits must fall. In an old 
country like England, if, in addition to supposing all improvements in 
domestic agriculture suspended, we suppose that there is no increased 
production in foreign countries for the English market, the fall of profits 
would be very rapid. If both these avenues to an increased supply of 
food were closed, and population continued to increase, as it is said to do, 
at the rate of a thousand a day, all waste land which admits of cultivation 
in the existing state of knowledge would soon be cultivated, and the cost 
of production and price of food would be so increased, that, if the labourer 
received the increased money wages necessary to compensate for his 
increased expenses, profits would very soon reach the minimum. The 
fall of profits would be retarded if money wages did not nse, or rose in a 
less degree ; but the margin which can be gained by a deterioration of 
the labourer’s condition is a very narrow one : in general he cannot bear 
much reduction : when he can, he has also a higher standard of necessary 
requirements, and will not. On the whole, therefore, we may assume 
that in such a country as England, if the present annual amount of savings 
were to continue, without any of the counteracting circumstances which 
now keep in check the natural influence of those savings in reducing 
profit, the rate of profit would speedily attain the minimum, and kn 
turthur accumulation of capital would for the present cease. 

* Bookiii, ch. 14, 
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§ 5. What, then, are these^ counteracting circumstances, which, in the 
existing state of things, maintain a tolerably equal struggle against the 
downward tendency of profits, and prevent the great annual savings which 
lake place in this country from depressing the rate of profit much nearer 
to that lowest point to which it is alwayg tending, and which, left to itself, 
it would so promp^y attain ? yhe resisting agencies are of several kinds. 

First among them, we may notice one which is so simple and so con- 
spicuous, that some political economists, especially M. de Sismondi and 
Dr. Chalmers, have attended to it almost to the exclusion of all others. 
This is, the waste of capital in periods of over-trading and rash specula- 
tion, and in the commercial revulsions by which such times are always 
followed. It is true that a great part of what is lost at such periods is 
not destroyed, but merely transferred, like a gambler’s losses, to more 
successful speculators. But even of these mere transfers, a large portion 
is always to foreigners, by the hasty purchase of unusual quantities of 
foreign goods at advanced prices. And much also is absolutely wasted. 
Mines are opened, railways or bridges made, and many other works of 
uncertain profit commenced, and in these enterprises much capital is 
sunk which yields either no return, or none adequate to the outlay. 
Factories are built and machinery erected beyond what the market 
requires or can keep in employment. Even if they are kept in employ, 
ment, the capital is no less sunk ; it has been converted from circulating 
into fixed capital, and has ceased to have any influence on wages or 
profits. Besides this, there is a great unproductive consumption of 
capital, during the stagnation which follows a peribd of general over- 
trading. Establishments are shut up, or kept working without any profit, 
hands are discharged, and numbers of persons in all ranks, being deprived 
of their income, and thrown for support oft their savings, find themselves, 
after the crisis has passed away, in a condition of more or less impoverish- 
ment. Such are the effects of a commercial revulsion : and that such 
revulsions are almost periodical, is a consequence of the very tendency 
of profits which we are now considering. By the time a few years have 
passed over without a crisis, so much additional capital has been accumu- 
lated, that it is no longer possible to invest it at the accustomed profit : 
all public securities rise to a high price, the rate of interest on the best 
mercantile security falls very low, and the complaint is general among 
persons in business that no money is to be made. Does not this 
demonstrate how speedily profit would be at the minimum, and the 
stationary condition of capital would be attained, if these accumulations 
went on without any counteracting principle ? But the diminished scale 
of all safe gains, inclines persons to give a ready ear to any projects 
which hold out, though at the risk of loss, the hopa of a higher rate of 
profit ; and speculations ensue, which, with the subsequent revulsions, 
destroy, or transfer to foreignei-s, a considerable amount of capital, 
produce a temporary rise of interest and profit, make room for fresh 
accumulations, and the same round is recommenced. 

This, doubtless, is one consideiable cause viiiich arrests profits in their 
descent to the minimum, by siveeping away from time to time a part of 
the accumulatedimass by which they are forced down But this is not, 
as might be inferred froin the language of some writers, the principal 
cause If it were, the capital of the country would not increase : but in 
England it does increase greatly and rapidly. This is shown by the 
increasing productiveness of almost all taxes, by the continual growth of 
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all the signs of national wealth, and by the.^apid increase of population, 
while the condition of the labourers certainly is not on the whole 
declining. These things prove that each commercial revulsion, however 
disastrous, is very far from destroying all the capital which has been 
added to the accumulations of , the country since the last revulsion 
preceding it, and that, invariably, room is ^either founc? or made for the 
profitable employment of a perpetually increasing capital, consistently 
with not forcing down profits to a lower rate. 

§ 6. This brings us to the second of the counter-agencies, namely, 
improvements in production. These evidently have the effect of ex- 
tending what Mr. Wakefield terms the field of employment, that is, they 
enable a greater amount of capital to be accumulated and employed 
without depressing the rate of profit ; provided always that they do not 
raise, to a proportional extent, the habits and requirements of the 
labourer. If the labouring class gam the full advantage of the increased 
cheapness, in other words, if money wages do not fall, profits are not 
raised, nor their fall retarded. But if the class people up to the improve- 
ment in their condition, and so relapse to their previous state, profits will 
rise. All inventions which cheapen any of the things consumed by the 
labourer, unless his requirements are raised in an equivalent degree, in 
time lower money wages : and by doing so, enable a greater capital to be 
accumulated and employed, before profits fall back to what they were 
previously. ^ , 

Improvements which only affect things consumed exclusively by the 
richer classes, do hot operate precisely in the same manner. The 
cheapening of lace or velvet has no effect in diminishing the cost of 
labour ; and no mode can be pointed out in which it can raise the rate 
of profit, so as to make room fof a larger capital before the minimum is 
attained. It, however, produces an effect which is virtually equivalent ; 
it lowers, or tends to lower, the minimum itself. In the first place, the 
cheapness of articles of consumption promotes the inclination to save, by 
affording to all consumers a surplus which they may lay by, consistently 
with their accustomed manner of living ; and unless they were before 
suffering actual hardships, it will require little self-denial to save some 
part at least of this surplus. In the next place, whatever enables people 
to live equally well upon a smaller income, inclines them to lay by capital 
for a lower rate of profit. If people can live on an independence of 500/. 
a year in the same manner as they formerly could on one of 1000/., some 
persons will be induced to save m hopes of the one, who would have been 
deterred by the more remote prospect of the other. All improvements, 
therefore, in the production of almost any commodity, tend in some 
degree to widen the, interval which has to be passed before arriving at 
the stationary state ; but this effect belongs in a much greater degree to 
the improvements which affect the articles consumed by the labourer, 
since these conduce to it in two ways ; they induce people to accumulate 
for a lower profit, and they also raise the rate of profit itself. 

^ § 7. Equivalent in effect to improvements in production, is the acqui- 
sition of any new power of obtaining cheap commodities from foreign 
countries. If necessaries are cheapened, whether they are so by improve- 
ments at home or importation from abroad, is exactly the same thing to 
wages and profits. Unless the labourer obtains, and by an improvement 
of his habitual standard, keeps, the whole benefit, the cost of labour is 
lowered, and the rate of profit raised. As long as food can continue to 
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be imported for an increasing population without any diminution of 
cheapness, so long the decleneion of profits through the increase of popu- 
lation and capital is arrested, and accumulation may go on without 
making the rate of profit draw nearer to the minimum. And on this 
ground it is believed by some, that the repeal of the com laws has opened 
to this country a long era of rapid increai^e of capital with an undiminished 
rate of profit. * 4 

Before inquiring whether this expectation is reasonable, one remark 
must be made, which is much at variance with commonly received 
notions. Foreign trade does not necessarily increase the field of employ- 
ment for capital. It is not the mere opening of a market for British 
productions, that tends to raise the rate of profits. If nothing were 
obtained in exchange for those productions but the luxuries of the nch, 
the expenses of no capitalist would be diminished ; profits would not be 
at all raised, nor room made for the accumulation of more capital without 
submitting to a reduction of profits : and if the attainment of the 
stationary state were at all retarded, it would only be because the 
diminished cost at which a certain degree of luxury could be enjoyed, 
might induce people, in that prospect, to continue saving for a lower 
profit than they formerly were willing to do. When foreign trade makes 
room for more capital at the same profit, it is by enabling the necessaries 
of life, or the habitual articles of the labourer’s consumption, to be 
obtained at smaller cost. It may do this in two ways ; either by the 
importation of those commodities themselves^ or of the means and ap- 
pliances for producing them. Cheap iron has, in a certain measure, the 
same effect on profits and the cost of labour as chea^ cop, because cheap 
iron makes cheap tools for agriculture and cheap machinery for clothing. 
But a foreign tiade which neither directly, nor by any indirect conse- 
quence, increases the cheapness of anything consumed by the labourers, 
does not, any more than an invention or discovery in the like case, tend 
to raise profits or retard their fall ; it merely substitutes the production 
of goods for foreign markets, in the room of the home production 
of luxuries, leaving the employment for capital neither greater nor less 
than before. It is true, that there is scarcely any export trade which, in a 
country that already imports necessaries or materials, comes within these 
conditions ; for every increase of exports enables the country to obtain all 
Its imports on cheaper terms than before. 

A country which admits food of all kinds, and all necessaries and the 
materials of necessaries, to be freely imported from all parts of the w^orld 
(which is now very nearly, and will soon be entirely, our own case) no 
longer depends on the fertility of her own soil to keep up her rate of 
profits, but on the soil of the whole world. It remains to consider how 
far this resource can be counted upon for making head during a very long 
period against the tendency of profits to decline as capital increases. 

It must, of course, be supposed that with the increase of capital, popu- 
lation also increases ; for if it did not, the consequent rise of w'ages would 
bring down profits, m spite of any cheapness of corn. Suppose then that 
the population of Great Britain goes on increasing at its present rate, and 
demands every year a supply of imported food considerably beyond that 
of the year prdfceding. This annual increase in the food demanded from 
the exporting countries, can only be obtained either by great improve- 
ments in their agriculture, or by the application of a great additional 
<:apital to the growth of food. The former is likely to be a very slo\y 
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process, from the rudeness and ignorance of the ag;ricultural classes in 
the food-exporting countries of Europe, whib the British colonies and the 
United States are already in possession of most of the improvements yet 
made, so far as suitable to their circumstances. There remains as a 
resource, the extension of cultivation. And on this it is to be remarked, 
that the capital by which any siizh extension can take place, is mostly 
still to be created. In Poland, Russia, Hungary, Spwn, the increase of 
capital is extremely slow. In America it is rapid, but not more rapid than 
the population. The principal fund at present available for supplying 
this country with a yearly increasing importation of food, is that portion 
of the annual savings of America which has hitherto iDeen applied to 
increasing the manufacturing establishments of the United States, and 
which may now possibly be diverted from that purpose to growing food 
for our market This limited source of supply, unless great improvements 
take place in agriculture, cannot be expected to keep pace with the 
growing demand of so rapidly increasing a population as that of Great 
Britain ; and if our population and capital continue to increase with 
their present rapidity, the only mode in which food can continue to be 
supplied cheaply to the one, is by sending the other abroad to produce it. 

§ 8. This brings us to the last of the counter-forces which check the 
downward tendency of profits in a country whose capital increases faster 
than that of its neighbours, and whose profits are therefore nearer to the 
minimum. This is the perpetual o\^erflow of capital into colonies or 
foreign countries, to seek nigher* profits than can be obtained at home. 
I believe this to havf been for many years one of the principal causes by 
which the decline of profits in England has been arrested. It has a 
twofold operation. In the first place, it does what a fire, or an inunda- 
tion, or a commercial crisis would have done : it carries oif a part of the 
increase of capital, from which the reduction of profits proceeds. 
Secondly, the capital so carried off is not lost, but is chiefly employed 
either in founding colonies, which become large exporters of cheap agri- 
cultural produce, or in extending and perhaps improving the agriculture 
of older communities. It is to the emigration of English capital, that we 
have chiefly to look for keeping up a supply of cheap food and cheap 
materials of clothing, proportional to the increase of our population : 
thus enabling an increasing capital to find employment in the country, 
without reduction of profit, in producing manufactured articles with which 
to pay for this supply of raw produce. Thus, the exportation of capital 
is an agent of great dKcacy in extending the field of employment for that 
which remains ; and it may be said truly that, up to a certain point, the 
more capital we send away, the more we shall possess and be able to 
retain at home. 

In countries which are further advanced in industry and population, 
and have therefore a lower rate of profit, than others, there is always, long 
before the actual minimum is reached, a practical minimum, viz., when 
profits have fallen so much below what they are elsewhere, that, were they 
to fall lower, all further accumulations would go abroad. In the present 
state of the industry of the world, when it is necessary, in any rich and 
improving country, to take the minimum of profits at all into considera- 
tion for practical purposes, it is only this practical minimum that needs be 
considered. As long as there are old countries where capital increases 
very rapidly, and new countries where profit is still high, profits in the 
old countries will not sink to the rate which would put a stop to accumu- 
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lation ; the fall is stopped at the point which sends capital abroad. It is 
only, however, by improvements in production, and even m the production 
of things consumed by laoourers, that the capital of a country like 
England is prevented from speedily reaching that degree of lowness of 
profit which would cause all further savings to be sent to find employment 
m the colonies or in foreign countries. ^ 


CHAPTER V. 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE TENDENCY OF PROFITS TO A MINIMUM. 

§ I. The theory of the effect of accumulation on profits, laid down m 
the preceding chapter, materially alters many of the practical conclusions 
which might otherwise be supposed to follow from the general principles 
of Political Economy, and which were, indeed, long admitted as true by 
the highest authorities on the subject. 

It must greatly abate, or, rather, altogether destroy, in countries where 
profits are low, the immense importance which used to be attached by 
political economists to the effects which an event or a measure of govern- 
ment might have, in adding to, or subtracting from, the capital of the 
countr}\ We have now seen that the lowness of profits is a proof that the 
spirit of accumulation is so active, and that the increase of capital has 
proceeded at so rapid a rate, as to outstrip tl\e two counter-agencies, im- 
provements in production, and increased supply of cheap necessaries from 
abroad : and that unless a considerable poition of the annual increase of 
capital were either periodically destroyed, or exported for foreign invest- 
ment, the country would speedily attain the point at which further 
accumulation would cease, or at least spontaneously slacken, so as no 
longer to overpass the march of invention in the arts which produce the 
necessaries of life. In such a state of things as this, a sudden addition to 
the capital of the country, unaccompanied by any increase of productive 
power, would be but of transitory duration ; since by depressing profits 
and interest, it would either dimmish by a corresponding amount the 
savings which would be made from income in the year or two following, 
or it would cause an equivalent amount to be sent abroad, or to be wasted 
in rash speculations. Neither, on the other hand, would a sudden ab- 
straction of capital, unless of inordinate amount, have any real effect in 
impoverishing the country. After a few months or years, there would 
exist in the country just as much capital as if none had been taken away. 
The abstraction, by raising profits and interest, would give a fresh stimulus 
to the accumulative principle, which would speedily fill up the vacuum. 
Probably, indeed, the only effect that would ensue, would be that for some 
time afterwards less capital would be exported, and less thrown away in 
hazardous speculation. 

In the first place, then, this view of things greatly weakens, in a wealthy 
and industrious country, the force of the economical argument against the 
expenditure of public money for really valuable, even though industrially 
unproductive, purposes. If for any great object of justice or philanthropic 
policy, such as the industrial regeneration of Ireland, or a comprehensive 
measure of colonization or of public education, it were proposed to raise a 
large sum by way of loan, politicians need not demur to the abstraction 
of so much capital, as tending to dry up the permanent sources of the 
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country’s wealth, and diminish the fund which supplies the subsistence of 
the labouring population. The utmost expepse which could be requisite 
for any of these purposes, would not in all probability deprive one labourer 
of employment, or diminish the next year’s production by one cll of cloth 
or one bushel of grain. In poor countries, the capital of the country 
requires the legislator’s sedulous care ; he is bound to be most cautious 
of encroaching upon it, and should favour to the utmo^ its accumulation 
at home, and its introduction from abroad, liut in rich, populous, and 
highly cultivated countries, it is not capital which is the deficient element, 
but fertile land ; and what the legislator should desire and promote, is 
not a greater aggregate saving, but a greater return to savings, either by 
improved cultivation, or by access to the produce of more fertile lands in 
other parts of the globe. In such countries, the government may take 
any moderate portion of the capital of the country and expend it as 
revenue, without affecting the national wealth : the whole being either 
drawn from that portion of the annual savings which would otherwise be 
sent abroad, or being subtracted from the unproductive expenditure of 
individuals for the next year or two, since every million spent makes room 
for another million to be saved before reaching the overflowing point. 
When the object in view is worth the sacrifice of such an amount of the 
expenditure that furnishes the daily enjoyments of the people, the only 
well grounded economical objection against taking the necessary funds 
directly from capital, consists of the inconveniences attending the process 
of raising a revenue by taxation, ta pay the interest of a debt. 

The same considerations enable us to throw aside as unworthy of regard, 
one of the common alguments against emigration as a means of relief for 
the labouring class. Emigration, it is said, can do no good to the 
labourers, if, in order to defray the cost, as much must be taken away 
from the capital of the country as from its population. That anything like 
this proportion could require to be abstracted from capital for the purpose 
even of the most extensive colonization, few, I should think, w^ould now 
assert : but even on that untenable supposition, it is an error to suppose 
that no benefit would be conferred on the labounng class. If one-tenth 
of the labounng people of England were transferred to the colonies, and 
along with them one-tenth of the circulating capital of the country, either 
wages, or profits, or both, would be greatly benefited, by the diminished 
pressure of capital and population upon the fertility of the land. There 
would be a reduced demand for food : the inferior arable lands would be 
thrown out of cultivation, and would become pasture ; the superior would 
be cultivated less highly, but with a greater proportional return ; food 
would be lowered in price, and though money wages would not rise, every 
labourer would be considerably improved in circumstances ; an improve- 
ment which, if no increased stimulus to population and fall of wages 
ensued, would be permanent ; while if there did, profits would rise, and 
accumulation start forward so as to repair the loss of capital. The land- 
lords alone would sustain some loss of income ; and even they, only if 
colonization went to the length of actually diminishing capital and 
population, but not if it merely carried off the annual increase. 

§ 2. From the same principles we are now able to arrive at a final con- 
clusion respecting the effects which machinery, and genera’.ly the sinking 
of capital for a productive purpose, produce upon the immediate and 
ultimate interests of the labouring ^lass. The characteristic property of 
this class of industrial improvements is the conversion of circulating capi- 
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tal into fixed : and it was shown in the First Book,* that in a country 
where capital accumulates slowly, the introduction of machinery, per- 
manent improvements of land, and the like, might be, for the time, 
extremely injurious ; since the capital so employed might be directly taken 
from the wages fund, the subsistence of the people and the employment 
for labour curtailed, and the gross annual produce of the country actually 
diminished. But \p a country -pf great innual savings and low profits, no 
such effects need be apprehenaed. Since even the emigration of capital, 
or Its unproductive expenditure, or its absolute waste, do not in such a 
country, if confined within any moderate bounds, at all diminish the 
aggregate amount of the wages fund— still less can the mere conversion 
of a like sum into fixed capital, which continues to be productive, have 
that effect. It merely draws off at one orifice what was already flowing 
out at another ; or if not, the greater vacant space left in the reservoir 
does but cause a greater quantity to flow in. Accordingly, in spite of the 
mischievous derangements of the money-market which have been occa- 
sioned by the great sums in process of being sunk in railways, I cannot 
agree with those who apprehend any mischief, from this source, to the pro- 
ductive resources of the country. My dissent does not rest on the absurd 
ground (which to any one acquainted with the elements of the subject 
needs no confutation) that railway expenditure is a mere transfer of 
capital from hand to hand, by v;hich nothing is lost or destroyed. This is 
true of what is spent in the purchase of the land ; a portion too of what is 
paid to parliamentary agents, counsel, gnginc^rs, and surveyors, is saved 
by those who receive it, and becomes capital again : but what is laid out 
in the dond fide construction of the railway itself, is lost and gone ; when 
once expended, it is incapable of ever being paid in wages or applied to 
the maintenance of labourers again : as a matter of account, the result is 
that so much food and clothing and tools have been consumed, and the 
country has got a railway instead. But what I would urge is, that sums 
so applied are mostly a mere appropriation of the annual overflowing 
which would otherwise have gone abroad, or been thrown away unprofit- 
ably, leaving neither a railway nor any other tangible result. The railway 
gambling of 1844 and 1845 probably saved the country from a depression 
of profits and interest, and a rise of all public and private securities, which 
would have engendered still wilder speculations, and when the effects 
came afterwards to be complicated by the scarcity of food, would have 
ended in a still more formidable crisis than has recently been experienced. 
In the poorer countries of Europe, the rage for railway construction might 
have had worse consequences than m England, were it not that in those 
countries such enterprises are in a great measure carried on by foreign 
capital. The railway operations of the various nations of the world may 
be looked upon as a sort of competition for the overflowing capital of the 
countries where profit is low and capital abundant, as England and 
Holland. The English railway speculations are a struggle to keep our 
annual increase of capital at home ; those of foreign countnes are an effort 
to obtain it. 

It already appears from these considerations, that the conversion of 
circulating capital into fixed, whether by railways, or factories, or ships 
or machineiy,«or canals, or mines, or works of drainage and irrigation, is 
not likely, in any rich country, to diminish the gross produce or the 
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amount of employment for labour. How much then i$ the case 
strengthened, when we consider that these transformations of capital are 
of the nature of improvements in productioii, which, instead of ultimately 
diminishing circulating capital, are the necessary conditions of its 
increase, since they alone enable a country to possess a constantly 
augmenting capital, without reducing profits to the rate which would 
cause accumulation to stop. There is hardly any increase of fixed capital 
which does not enable the country to contain eventually a larger circu- 
lating capital, than it otherwise could possess and employ within its own 
limits ; for there is hardly any creation of fixed capital which, when it 
proves successful, does not cheapen the articles on which wages are 
habitually expended. All capital sunk in the permanent improvement of 
land lessens the cost of food and materials ; almost all improvements in 
machinery cheapen the labourer’s clothing or lodging, or the tools with 
which these are made ; improvements in locomotion, such as railways, 
cheapen to the consumer all things which are brought from a distance. 
All these improvements make the labourers better off with the same 
money wages, better off if they do not increase their rate of multiplication. 
But if they do, and wages consequently fall, at least profits rise, and, 
while accumulation receives an immediate stimulus, room is made for a 
greater amount of capital before a sufficient motive arises for sending it 
abroad. Even the improvements which do not cheapen the things con- 
sumed by the labourer, and which, therefore, do not raise profits nor retain 
capital in the country, nevertheless, as we have seen, by lowering the 
minimum of profit for which people will ultimately consent to save, leave 
an ampler margin than previously for eventual accumulation, before 
arriving at the stationary state. 

We may conclude, then, that improvements in production, and 
emigration of capital to the more fertile soils and unworked mines of the 
uninhabited or thinly peopled parts of the globe, do not, as it appears to 
a superficial view, dimmish the gross produce and the demand for labour 
at home, but, on the contrary, are what we have chiefly to depend on 
for increasing both, and are even the necessary conditions of any great 
or prolonged augmentation of either. Nor is it any exaggeration to say, 
that within certain, and not very narrow, limits, the more capital a 
country like England expends in these two ways, the more she will have 
left 


CHAPTER VI. 

S)F THE STATIONARY STATE. 

§ 1. The preceding chapters comprise the general theory of the 
economical progress of society, in the sense in which those terms are 
commonly understood ; the progress of capital, of population, and of the 
productive arts. But in contemplating any progressive movement, not in 
Its nature unlimited, the mind is not satisfied with merely tracing the laws 
of the movement ; it cannot but ask the further question, to what goal ? 
Towards what ultimate point is society tending by its industrial progress ? 
When the progress ceases, in what condition are we to expect that it will 
leave mankind ? 
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ft must always have been seen, more or less distinctly, by political 
economists, that the increase pf wealth is not boundless ; that at the end 
of what they term the progressive state lies the stationary state ; that all 
progress in wealth is but a postponement of this, and that each step in 
advance is an approach to it. We have now been led to recognise that 
this ultimate goal is at all times near enough to be fully in view ; that we 
are always on the ijerge of it, apd that ifVe have not reached it long ago, 
it is because the goal itself flies before us. The richest and most 
prosperous countries would very soon attain the stationary state if no 
further improvements were made in the productive arts, and if there were, 
a suspension of the overflow of capital from those countries into the imcul- 
tivated or ill-cultivated regions of the earth. 

This impossibility of ultimately avoiding the stationary state— this 
irresistible necessity that the stream of human industry should finally 
spread itself out into an appaiently stagnant sea— must have been, to the 
political economists of the last two generations, an unpleasmg and dis- 
couraging prospect ; for the tone and tendency of their speculations goes 
completely to identify all that is economically desirable with the pro- 
gressive state, and with that alone. With Mr. M‘Culloch, for example, 
prosperity does not mean a large production and a good distribution of 
wealth, but a rapid increase of it ; his test of prosperity is high profits ; 
and as the tendency of that very increase of wealth, which he calls 
prosperity, is towards low profits, economical progress, according to him, 
must tend to the extinction of prosperity, A^m Smith always assumes 
that the condition of the mass of the people, though it may not be 
positively distressed, must be pinched and stinted ina stationary condition 
of wealtli, and can only be satisfactory m a progressive state. The 
doctrine that, to however distant a time incessant struggling may put off 
our doom, the progress of society must ‘icnd in shallows and in miseries,* 
far from being, as many people still believe, a wicked invention of Mr. 
Malthus, was either expressly or tacitly affirmed by his most distinguished 

S redecessors, and can only be successfully combated on his principles. 

lefoie attention had been directed to the principle of population as the 
active force in determining the remuneration of labour, the increase of 
mankind was virtually treated as a constant quantity ; it was, at all events, 
assumed that in the natural and nonnal state of human affairs population 
must constantly increase, from which it followed that a constant increase 
of the means of support was essential to the physical comfort of the mass 
of mankind. The publication of Mr. Malthus* Essay is the era from which 
better views of this subject must be dated ; and notwithstanding the 
acknowledged errors of his first edition, few writers have done more than 
himself, in the subsequent editions, to promote these juster and more 
hopeful anticipations. 

Even in a progressive state of capital, in old counfries, a conscientious or 
prudential restraint on population is indispensable to prevent the increase 
of numbers from outstripping the increase of capital, and the condition of 
the classes who are at the bottom of society from being deteriorated. 
Where there is not, in the people, or in some very large proportion of 
them, a resolute resistance to this deterioration— -a determination to pre- 
serve an established standard of comfort— the condition of the poorest 
class sinks, even in a progressive state, to the lowest point which they 
will consent to endure. The same determination would be equally 
eflfectual to keep up their condition in the stationary state, and woidcl M 
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quite as likely to exist Indeed, even now, the countries in which the 
greatest prudence is manifested in the regulating of population, are often 
those in which capital increases least 'rapidly. Where there is an 
indefinite prospect of employment for increased numbers, there is apt to 
appear less necessity for prudential restraint. If it were evident that 
a new hand could not obtain employment but by displacing, or succeeding 
to, one alieady employed, tho* combined influences of prudence and 
public opinion might generally be relied on for restricting the coming 
generation within the numbers necessary for replacing the present. 

§2 I cannot, therefoie, regard the stationary state of capital and 
wealth with the unaffected aversion so generally manifested towards it by 
political economists of the old school. I am inclined to believe that it 
would be, on the whole, a very considerable improvement on our present 
condition, I confess I am not charmed with the ideal of life held out by 
those who think that the normal state of human beings is that of 
struggling to get on ; that the ti*ampling, crushing, elbowing, and tread- 
ing on each other^s heels, which form the existing type of social life, are 
the most desirable lot of human kind, or anything but the disagreeable 
symptoms of one of the phases of industrial progress. The northern and 
middle slates of America are a specimen of this stage of civilization in 
veiy favourable circumstances ; having, apparently, got rid of all social 
injustices and inequalities that affect persons of Caucasian race and of 
the male sex, while the proportion of population to capital and land is 
such as to ensure abundance to every able-bodied member of the com- 
munity who does not forfeit it by^misconduct. They have the six points 
of Chartism, and they have no poverty : and all that these advantages 
seem to have done for them (notwithstanding some incipient signs of a 
better tendency) is that the life of the whole of one sex is devoted to 
dollar-huntmg, and of the other to breeding dollar-hunters. This is not 
a kind of social perfection which philanthropists to come will feel any 
very Ccager desire to assist in realizing. Most fitting, indeed, is it, that 
while riches arc power, and to grow as rich as possible the univ'^ersal 
object of ambition, the path to its attainment should be open to all, 
without favour or partiality. But the best state for human nature is that 
in which, while no one is poor, no one desires to be richer, nor has any 
reason to fear being thrust back, by the efforts of others to push them- 
selves forward. 

That the energies of mankind should be kept in employment by the 
struggle for riches, as they were formerly by the struggle of war, until 
the better minds succeed in educating the others into better things, is 
undoubtedly more desirable than that they should rust and stagnate. 
While minds are coarse they require coarse stimuli, and let them have 
them. In the meantime, those who do not accept the present very early 
stage of human improvement as its ultimate type, may be excused for 
being comparatively indifferent to the kind of economical progress which 
usually excites the congratulations of politicians ; the meie increase of 
production and accumulation. For the safety of national independence 
It is essential that a country should not fall much behind its neighbours 
in these things. But in themselves they are of little importance, so long 
as either the increase of population or anything else prevents the mass of 
the people from reaping any part of the benefit of them. I know not why 
it should be matter of congratulation that persons who are already richer 
than any one needs to be, should have doubled their means of consuming 
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thingfs which giv6 little or no pleasure except as representative of wealth ; or 
that numbers of individuals s^uld pass over, every year, from the middle 
classes into a richer class, or from the class of the occupied rich to that 
of the unoccupied. It is only in the backward countries of the world 
that increased production is still an important object : in those most 
advanced, what is economically needed is a better distribution, of which 
one indispensable njeans is a stricter resfraint on population. Levelling 
institutions, either of a just or oT an unjust kind, cannot alone accomplish 
It ; they may lower the heights of society, but they cannot permanently 
raise the depths. 

On the other hand, we may suppose this better distribution of property 
attained, by the joint effect of the prudence and frugality of individuals, 
and of a system of legislation favouring equality of fortunes, so far as is 
consistent with the just claim of the individual to the fruits, whether great 
or small, of his or her own industry. We may suppose, for instance, 
(according to the suggestion thrown out m a former chapter,*) a limita- 
tion of the sum which any one person may acquire by gift or inheritance, 
to the amount sufficient to constitute a moderate independence. Under 
this twofold influence, society would exhibit these leading features ; a well 
paid and affluent body of labourers ; no enormous fortunes, except what 
were eained and accumulated during a single lifetime ; but a much 
larger body of persons than at present, not only exempt from the coarser 
toils, but with sufficient leisure, both physical and mental, from mechanical 
details, to cultivate freely the graces of l^e, and, afford examples of them 
to the (lasses less favourably circumstanced for their growth. This most 
desirable condition of society is not only perfectly iompatible with the 
stationary state, but, it would seem, more naturally allied with that stale 
than with any other. 

There is room in the world, no doubt, and even in old countiies, for an 
immense increase of population, supposing the arts of life to go on im- 
proving, and capital to increase. But although it may be innocuous, I 
confess I sec vciy little reason for desiring it. The density of population 
necessary to enable mankind to obtain, in the greatest degree, all the 
advantages both of co-operation and of social intercourse, has, in all the 
more populous countries, been attained. A population may be too 
crowded, though all be amply supplied with food and raiment. It is not 
good for man to be kept perforce at all times in the presence of his species. 
A world from which solitude is extirpated is a very poor ideal. Solitude, 
in the sense of being often alone, is essential to any depth of meditation 
or of character; and solitude in the presence of natural beauty and 
grandeur is the cradle of thoughts and aspirations which are not 
only good for the individual, but which society could ill do without. Nor 
is theie much satisfaction in contemplating the \vorId^wMth nothing left to 
the spontaneous activity of nature ; with every rood of land brought into 
cultivation \vhich is capable of growing food for human beings ; every 
flowery waste or natural pasture ploughed up, all quadrupeds or buds 
which are not domesticated for man’s use exterminated as his n\als for 
food, every hedgerow or superfluous tree rooted out, and scarcely a place 
left where a wild shrub or flower could grow without being er.idicated as 
a weed in the nime of improved agriculture. If the earth must lose that 
great portion of its pleasantness which it owes to things that the unlimited 

* Supra, pp. i6i-?. 
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increase of wealth and population would extirpate from it, for the mere 
purpose of enabling it to support a largei, but not a better or a happier 
population, I sincerely hope, for the sake of posterity, that they will be 
content to be stationary, long before necessity compels them to it. 

It is scarcely necessaiy to remark that a stationaiy condition of capital 
and population implies no stationary state of human improvement There 
would be as much scope as ever for all k^nds of mental culture, and moral 
and social progress ; as much room for improving the Art of Living, and 
much more likelihood of its being improved, when minds ceased to be 
engrossed by the art of getting on. Even the industrial arts might be as 
earnestly and as successfully cultivated, with this sole difference, that 
instead of serving no purpose but the increase of wealth, industrial im- 
provements would produce their legitimate effect, that of abridging labour. 
Hitherto it is questionable if all the mechanical inventions yet made have 
lightened the day’s toil of any human being. They have enabled a greater 
population to live the same life of drudgery and imprisonment, and an 
increased number of manufacturers and others to make large fortunes. 
They have increased the comforts of the middle classes. But they have 
not yet begun to effect those great changes in human destiny, which it is 
in their nature and m their futurity to accomplish. Only when, in addition 
to lust institutions, the increase of mankind shall be under the deliberate 
guidance of a judicious foresight, can the conquests made from the powers 
of nature by the intellect and energy of scientific discoverers, become the 
common property of the species, ,and the means of improving and elevating 
the universal lot. 


CHAPTER VII. 

ON THfi PROBABLE FUTURITY OF THE LABOURING CLASSES. 

§ I. The observations in the preceding chapter had for their principal 
object to deprecate a false ideal of human society. Their applicability to 
the practical purposes of present times, consists in moderating the in- 
ordinate importance attached to the mere increase of production, and 
fixing attention upon improved distribution, and a large remuneration of 
labour, as the true desiderata. Whether the aggregate produce increases 
absolutely or not, is a thing in which, after a certain amount has been 
obtained, neither the legislator nor the philanthropist need feel any strong 
interest : but, that it should increase relatively to the number of those who 
share m it, is of the utmost possible importance ; and this, (whether the 
wealth of mankind jpe stationary, or increasing at the most rapid rate ever 
known in an old country,) must depend on the opinions and habits of the 
most numerous class, the class of manual labourers. 

The economic condition of that class, and along with it of all society, 
depends therefore essentially on its moral and intellectual, and that again 
on its social, condition. In the details of political economy, general views 
of society and politics are out of place ; but in the more comprehensive 
inquiries it is impossible to exclude them ; since the<. various leading 
departments of human life do not develop themselves separately, but 
each depends on all, or is profoundly modified by them. To obtain any 
light on the great economic question of the future, which gives the chief 
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interest to the phenomena of the present — the physical condition of the 
labouring classes— we must consider it, not separately, but in conjunction 
with all other points of their condition. 

Considered in its moral and social aspect, the state of the labouring 
people has latterly been a subject of much more speculation and discus- 
sion than formerly ; and the opinion that it is not now what it ought to 
be has become very general. The suggestions which have been promul- 
gated, and the contriJversies whifh have been excited, on detached points 
rather than on the foundations of the subject, have put in evidence the 
existence of two conflicting theories, respecting the social position desir- 
able for manual labourers. The one may be called the theory of 
dependence and protection, the other that of self-dependence. 

According to the former theory, the lot of the poor, in all things which 
affect them collectively, should be legulated for them, not fy them. They 
should not be lequired or encouraged to think for themselves, or give to 
their own reflection or forecast an influential voice in the determination 
of their destiny. It is the duty of the higher classes to think for them, 
and to take the responsibility of their lot, as the commander and officers 
of an army take that of the soldiers composing it. This function the 
higher classes should prepare themselves to perform conscientiously, and 
their whole demeanour should impress the poor with a reliance on it, in 
order that, while yielding passive and active obedience to the rules pie- 
scribed for them, they may resign themselves in all other respects to a 
trustful insouciance^ and repose under the shadow of their protectors. 
The relation between rich and poor should be onTy partially authoritative ; 
it should be amiable, moral, and sentimental : affectionate tutelage on the 
one side, respectful and grateful deference on the other. The rich should 
be in loco parentis to the poor, guiding and restraining them like children. 
Of spontaneous action on their part therp should be no need. They 
should be called on for nothing but to do their day’s work, and to be 
moral and religious. Their morality and religion should be provided for 
them by their superiors, who should see them properly taught it, and 
should do all that is necessary to ensure their being, in return for labour 
and attachment, properly fed, clothed, housed, spiritually edified and 
innocently amused. 

This is_ the ideal of the future, in the minds of those whose dissatisfac- 
tion with the Present assumes the form of affection and regret towards the 
Past. Like other ideals, it exercises an unconscious influence on the 
opinions and sentiments of numbers who never consciously guide them- 
selves by any ideal. It has also this in common with other ideals, that it 
has never been historically realized. It makes its appeal to our imag- 
inative sympathies in the character of a restoration of the good times of 
our forefathers. But no times can be pointed out in wdiich the higher 
classes of this or an^; other country performed a part even distantly 
resembling the one assigned to them in this theory. It is an idealization, 
grounded on the conduct and character of here and there an individual. 
All privileged and powerful classes, as such, have used their power in 
the interest of their own selfishness, and have indulged their self-import- 
ance in despising, and not in lovingly caring for, those who were, in their 
estimation, degraded by inferiority. That what has always been must 
always be, or that human improveme^iiit does not tend more and more to 
correct the intensely selfish feelings 'engendered by power, I should be 
sorry to affirm. This, however, seems to me undeniable, that long before 
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the superior classes could be sufficiently improved to govern in th6 
tutelary manner supposed, the inferior daases would be too much improved 
to be so governed. 

I am quite sensible of all that is seductive in the picture of society which 
this theory presents. Though the facts of it have no prototype in the past, 
the feelings have. In them li^ all that there is of reality in the concep- 
tion. As the idea is essentially repiilsiye of a society only held together 
by bought services, and by the relations and feelings arising out of 
pecuniary interests, so there is something naturally attractive in a form of 
society abounding in strong personal attachments and disinterested 
self-devotion. Of such feelings it must be admitted that the relation 
of protector and protected has hitherto been the richest source. The 
strongest attachments of human beings in general are towards the things 
or the persons that stand between them and some dreaded evil. Hence, 
in an age of lawless violence and insecurity, and general hardness and 
J'OttglffiCSS M maftners, in which life is beset with dangeis and sufferings 
at every step, to those who have neither a commanding position of their 
own, nor a claim on the protection of some one who has— a generous 
giving of protection, and a grateful receiving of it, are the strongest ties 
which connect human beings ; the feelings arising from that relation are 
their warmest feelings ; all the enthusiasm and tenderness of the most 
sensitive natures gather round it ; loyalty on the one part and chivalry 
on the other are principles exalted into passions. I do not desire to 
depreciate these virtues* That the most beautiful developments of feel- 
ing and character often grow out of the most painful and m many other 
respects the most hardening and corrupting circumstances of our condi- 
tion, is now, and probably will long be, one of the chief stumbling-blocks 
both m the theory and in the practice of morals and education. The error 
in the present case lies in not perceiving, that these virtues and senti- 
ments, like the clanship and the hospitality of the wandering Arab, belong 
emphatically to a rude and imperfect state of the social union, and that 
the feelings between protector and protected can no longer have this 
beautiful and endearing character where there are no longer any serious 
dangers from which to protect. What is there in the present state 
of society to make it natural that human beings, of ordinary strength and 
courage, should glow with the warmest gratitude and devotion in return 
for protection ? The laws protect them : where the laws do not reach, 
manners and opinions shield them. To be under the power of some one, 
instead of being as formerly the sole condition of safety, is now, speaking 
generally, the only situation which exposes to grievous wrong ; and 
wrong agpinst which laws and opinion are neither able, nor very 
seriously attempt, to afford effectual protection. We have entered into a 
state of civilization. in which the bond that attaches human beings to one 
another must be disinterested admiration and sympathy for personal 
qualities, or gratitude for unselfish services, and not the emotion of 
protectors towards dependents, or of dependents towards protectors. The 
arrangements of society are now such that no man or woman who either 
possesses or is able to earn a livelihood, requires any other protection 
than that of the law. This being the case, it argues great ignorance 
of human nature to continue taking for granted that relations founded on 
protection must always subsist, and not to see that the assumption of the 
part of protector, and of the power which belongs to it, without any of 
the necessities which justify it, must engender feelings opposite to loyalty. 
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Of the wofking classes of Western Europe at least it may be pro- 
nounced certain, that the patriarchal or paternal system of government is 
one to which they will not again be subject. That question has been 
seveial times decided. It was decided when they were taught to read, 
and allowed access to newspapers and political tiacts. It was decided 
when dissenting picachers were suffered to go among them, and appeal 
to their faculties and feelings in oppositioft to the creeds professed and 
countenanced by their superior^! It was decided when they were 
brought together in numbers, to work socially under the same roof. It 
was decided when railways enabled them to shift from place to place, and 
change their patrons and employers as easily as their coats. The work- 
ing classes have taken their interests into their own hands, and are per- 
petually showing that they think the interests of their employers not 
identical with their own but opposite to them. Some among the higher 
classes flatter themselves that these tendencies may be counteracted 
by moral and religious education ; but they have let the time go by 
for giving an education which can serve their puipose. The principles of 
the Reformation have reached as low down in society as reading and 
writing, and the poor will no longer accept morals and religion of other 
people’s prescribing. I speak more particularly of our own country, 
especially the town population, and the districts of the most scientific 
ag-ncultuie and highest wages, Scotland and the North of England. 
Among the more inert and less modernized agricultural population of the 
southern counties, it might be possible for the gentry to retain for some 
time longer something of the ancient deferehce and submission of the poor, 
by bribing them with high wages and constant employnjent ; by ensuring 
them support, and never requiring them to do anything which they do 
not like. But these are two conditions which never have been combined, 
and never can be, for long together. A guayintee of subsistence can only 
be practically kept up, when work is enforced, and superfluous multiplica- 
tion restrained, by at least a moral compulsion. It is then, that the 
would-be revivers of old times which they do not understand, would feel 
practically in how hopeless a task they were engaged. The whole fabric 
of patriarchal or seignorial influence, attempted to be raised on the 
foundation of caressing the poor, would be shattered against the necessity 
of enforcing a stringent Poor-law. 

§ 2. It is on a far other basis that the well-being and well-doing of the 
labouring people must henceforth rest. The poor have come out of lead- 
ing-strings, and cannot any longer be governed or tiealed like children. 
To their own qualities must now be commended the care of their 
destiny. Modem nations will have to learn the lesson, that the well- 
being of a people must exist by means of the justice and self-government, 
the SiKaioavvri and (rw^pocr^j/j;, of the individual citizens. The theory of 
dependence attempts to dispense with the neccssity*of these qualities 
in the dependent classes. But now, when even in position they are 
becoming less and less dependent, and their minds less and less 
acquiescent in the degree of dependence which remains, the virtues 
of independence are those which they stand in need of. Whatever 
advice, exhortation, or guidance is held out to the labouring classes, 
must henceforth ]je tendered to them as equals, and accepted with their 
eyes open. The prospect of the future depends on the degree m which 
they can be made rational beings. 

There is no reason to believe that prospect other than hopeful. The 
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progress indeed must always be slow. But there is a spontaneous 
education going on in the minds of the multitude, which may be greatly 
accelerated and improved by artificial* aids. The instruction obtained 
from newspapers and political tracts is not the best sort of instruction, 
but it is vastly superior to none at all. The institutions for lectures and 
discussion, the collective deliberations on questions of common interest, 
the trades unions, the political agitation, all serve to awaken public spirit, 
to diffuse variety of ideas among the mass, and 'to excite thought and 
reflection m the more intelligent. Although the too early attainment of 
political franchises by the least educated class might retard, instead of 
promoting, their improvement, there can be little doubt that it is greatly 
stimulated by the attempt to acquire those franchises. In the meantime, 
the working classes are now part of the public ; in all discussions on 
matters of general interest they, or a portion of them, are now partakers ; 
all who use the press as an instrument may, if it so chances, have them 
for an audience ; the avenues of instruction through which the middle 
classes acquire most of the ideas Avhich they have, are accessible to, at 
least, the operatives in the towns. With these resources, it cannot be 
doubted that they will increase in intelligence, even by their own unaided 
efforts ; while there is every reason to hope that great improvements both 
in the quality and quantity of school education will be speedily effected 
by the exertions of government and of individuals, and that the progress 
of the mass of the people in mental cultivation, and in the virtues which 
are dependent on it, will take place more rapidly, and with fewer inter- 
mitiences and aberrations, than if left to itself. 

From this increase of intelligence, several effects may be confidently 
anticipated. First: that they will become even less willing than at 

E resent to be led and governed, and directed into the way they should go, 
y the mere authority and prestige of superiors. If they have not now, 
still less will they have hereafter, any deferential awe, or religious 
principle of obedience, holding them in mental subjection to a class 
above them. The theory of dependence and protection will be more and 
more intolerable to them, and they will require that their conduct and 
condition shall be essentially self-governed. It is, at the same time, quite 
possible that they may demand, m many cases, the intervention of the 
legislature in their affairs, and the regulation by law of various things 
which concern them, often under very mistaken ideas of theii interest. 
Still, it is their own will, their own ideas and suggestions, to which they 
will demand that effect should be given, and not rules laid down for them 
by other people. It is quite consistent with this, that they should feel 
respect for superiority of intellect and knowledge, and defer much to the 
opinions, on any subject, of those whom they think well acquainted with 
it Such deference is deeply grounded in human nature ; but they will 
judge for themselves of the persons who are and are not entitled to it. 

§ 3. It appears to me impossible but that the increase of intelligence, 
of education, and of the love of independence among the working classes, 
must be attended with a corresponding growth of the good sense which 
manifests itself in provident habits of conduct, and that population, there* 
for^ will bear a gradually diminishing ratio to capital and employment. 
This most desirable result would be much accelerated by another change, 
which lies in the direct line of the best tendencies of the time ; the 
opening of industrial occupations freely to both sexes. The same reasons . 
wnich mike it no longer necessary that the poor should depend on the 
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rich, make it equally unnecessary that women should depend on men, 
and the least which justice reqmires is that law and custom should not 
enforce dependence (when the correlative protection has become super- 
fluous) by ordaining that a woman, who does not happen to have a 
provision by inheritance, shall have scarcely any means open to her of 
gaining a livelihood, except as a wife and inother. Let women who prefer 
that occupation, adopt it ; but th%t there snould be no option, no other 
carriere possible for the great majority of women, except in the humbler 
departments of life, is one of those social injustices which call loudest for 
remedy. The ramifications of this subject are far too numerous and 
intricate to be pursued here. The social and political equality of the 
sexes is not a question of economical detail, but one of principle, so 
intimately connected with all the more vital points of human improve- 
ment, that none of them can be thoroughly discussed independently of it. 
But for this very reason it cannot be disposed of by way of parenthesis, m 
a treatise devoted to other subjects. It is sufficient for the immediate 
purpose, to point out, among the probable consequences of the industrial 
and social independence of women, a great diminution of the evil of over- 
population. It is by devoting one-half of the human species to that 
exclusive function, by making it fill the entire life of one sex, and inter- 
weave itself with almost all the objects of the other, that the instinct in 
question is nursed into the dispioportionate preponderance which it has 
hitherto eocercised in human life. 

§ 4. The political consequences of the increasing power and importance 
of the operative classes, and of the growing ascendancy of numbers, which 
even in England and under the present in^itutions, i§ rapidly giving to 
the will of the majority at least a negative voice in the acts of government, 
are too wide a subject to be discussed in this place. But, confining our- 
selves to economical consideiations, and nofvvithstanding the effect which 
improved intelligence in the working classes, together with just laws, 
may have in altering the distribution of the produce to their advantage, I 
cannot think it probable that they will be permanently contented with the 
condition of labouring for wages as their ultimate state. To work at the 
bidding and for the profit of another, without any interest in the work — 
the price of their labour being adjusted by hostile competition, one side 
demanding as much and the other paying as little as possible— is not, 
even when wages are high, a satisfactory state to human beings of 
educated intelligence, who have ceased to think themselves naturally 
inferior to those whom they serve. They may be willing to pass through 
the class of servants in their way to that of employers ; but not to remain 
in it all their lives. To begin as hiied labourers, then after a few years to 
work on their own account, and finally employ others, is the normal 
condition of labourers in a new country, rapidly increasing in wealth and 
population, like America or Australia. But something else is required 
when wealth increases slowly, or has reached the stationaiy state, when 
positions, instead of being more mobile, would tend tc be much more 
permanent than at present, and the condition of any portion of mankind 
could only be desirable, if made desirable from the first. 

The opinion expiessed m a fonner part of this treatise respecting small 
landed propertied and peasant proprietors, may have made the reader 
anticipate that a wide diffusion of property in land is the resource on 
which I rely for exempting at least the agricultural labourers from 
exclusive dependence on labour for hire. Such, however, is not my 
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opinion. I indeed deem that form of agricultural economy to be most 
groundlessly decried, and to be greatly preferable, in its aggregate effects 
on human happiness, to hiied labour in any form in which it exists at 
present, because the prudential check to population acts more directly, 
and is shown by experience to be more efficacious ; and because, in point 
of security, of independence, q{ exercise for the moral faculties and for the 
intellect, the state of a peasant proprietor is far n'^arer to what the state 
of the labourers should be, than the condition of an agriculturist in this 
or any other country of hired labour. When the former system already 
exists, and works on the whole satisfactorily, I should regiet, in the 
picscnt state of human intelligence, to see it abolished in older to make 
w ly for tlie other, under a pedantic notion of agricultural improvement as 
a thing necessarily the same m every diversity of circumstances. In a 
backwaid state of industrial improvement, as in Ireland, I should urge its 
introduction, in piefeience to an exclusive system of hired labour ; as a 
more powerful instrument for raising a population from semi-savage list- 
lessness find recklessness, to habits of persevering industry and prudent 
calculation. 

But a people who have once adopted the large system of production, 
cither in manufactures or in agriculture, are not likely to recede from it ; 
noi, when population is kept m due proportion to the means of support, 
is there any sufficient reason why they should. Labour is unquestionably 
moie productive on the system of large industrial enterprises ; the 
pioducc, if not greater absolutely, isgieater in proportion to the labour 
employed . the same number of persons can be supported equally .well 
with less toil ana greater leisure ; which will be wholly an advantage, as 
soon as civilization and improvement have so far advanced that what is a 
benefit to the w’hole shall be a benefit to each individual composing it. 
'riic problem is, to obtain the efficiency and economy of production on a 
large scale, without dividing the producers into two parties with hostile 
interests, employers and employed, the many who do the work being 
mere servants under the command of the one who supplies the funds, 
and having no interest of their own in the enterprise, except to fulfil their 
contract and earn their wages. 

§ 5. It is this feeling, almost as much as despair of the improvement of 
the condition of the labouring masses by other means, which has caused 
so great a multiplication of projects for the ‘organization of industiy' by 
the extension and development of the co-operative or joint-stock principle : 
some of the more conspicuous of which have been desciibed and charac- 
terized in an early chapter of this work. It is most desirable that all 
these schemes should have opportunity and encouragement to test their 
capabilities by actual experiment. There are, in almost all of them, many 
features, in themsolves w'ell worth submitting to that test ; while, on the 
other hand, the exaggerated expectations entertained by large and grow- 
ing multitudes m all the piincipal nations of the world, concerning wffiat 
It IS possible, in the present state of human improvement, to effect by 
such means, have no chance of being corrected except by a fair trial in 
piactice. The French revolution of February, 1848, at first seemed to 
have opened a fair field for the trial of such experiments, on a perfectly 
safe scale, and with every advantage that could be derived from the 
countenance of a government which sincerely desired their success. It 
is much to be regretted that these prospects have been frustrated, and 
that the reaction of the middle class against anti-property doctnnes h^s 
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engendered for the present an unreasoning and undiscriininating antipathy 
to all ideas, however harmless ot however just, which have the smallest 
savour of Socialism. This is a disposition of mind, of which the influential 
classes, both in France and elsewhere, will find it necessary to divest 
themselves. Socialism has now become iirevocably one of the leading 
elements in European politics. The questions raised by it will not be set 
at rest by merely refuging to listqp to it ; but only by a moie and more 
complete realization of the ends which Socialism aims at, not neglecting 
its means so far as they can be employed with advantage. 

On the particular point specially considered in the present chapter, 
those means have been, to a certain extent, put in practice in several 
departments of existing industry ; by arrangements giving to every one 
who contributes to the work, whether by labour or by pecuniary resources, 
a partnei’s interest m it, proportionally to the value of his contiibution. 
It is already a common practice to remunerate those m whom peculiar 
trust IS reposed by means of a percentage on the profits ; and cases exist 
in which the principle is, with the most excellent success, can led down to 
the class of mere manual labourers. 

In the American ships trading to China, it has long been the custom for 
every sailor to have an interest m the profits of the voyage ; and to this 
has been ascribed the general good conduct of those seamen, and the 
extreme' rarity of any collision between them and the government oi 
people of the country. An instance in England itself, not so well known 
as It deserves to be, is that of the Coni^sh mipers. ‘ In Cornwall the 
mines are worked strictly on the system of joint adventure ; gangs of 
miners contracting with the agent, who represents the owner of the mine, 
to execute a certain portion of a vein, and fit the oie for market, at the 
price of so much in the pound of the sum for w^hich the ore is sold. 
These contiacts aie put up at certain regular periods, geneially every two 
months, and taken by a voluntary partnership of men accustomed to the 
mine. This system has its disadvantages, in consequence of the uncer- 
tainty and iriegularity of the earnings, and consequent necessity of living 
for long peiiods on credit; but it has advantages which more than 
counterbalance these diawbacks. It produces a degree of intelligence, 
independence, and moral elevation, which raise the condition and 
character of the Cornish miner far above that of the generality of the 
labouiing class. We are told by Dr. Ilarham, that “they are not only, 
as a class, intelligent for labourers, but men of considerable knowledge ’ 
Also, that “ they have a character of independence, something American, 
the system by which the contiacts are let giving the takers entire fieedoin 
to make arrangements among themselves ; so that each man feels, as a 
partner in his little finn, that he meets his employers on nearly equal 
terms.” . . . With this basis of intelligence and independence m their 
character, we are not surprised when we hear that “a very great number 
of miners are now located on possessions of their own, leased for three 
lives or ninety-nine years, on which they have built houses or that 
“ 281,541/. are deposited in savings banks in Cornw^all, of tvhich two-thirds 
are estimated to belong to miners.” 

Mr. Babbage, who also gives an account of this system, observesf that 

* This passage i^ from the Brize Essay on the Causes and Remedies of National 
Distress, by Mr. Samuel Laing. The extracts which it includes are from the 
Appendix to the Report of the Chddren’s Employment Commission. 

t Economy of Machxr cry and Manufactures^ 3rd edition, ch. 26, 
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the payment to the crews of whaling ships is governed by a similar prin- 
ciple ; and that ‘ the profits arising from fishing with nets on the south coast 
of England are thus divided : one-half the pioduce belongs to the owner 
of the boat and net ; the other half is divided in equal portions between 
the persons using it, who are also bound to assist in repaiiiiig the net when 
required.* Mr. llabbage has 'the great merit of having pointed out the 
practicability, and the advantage, of e^dendmg the** principle to manufac- 
turing industry generally. I ventuie to quote the principal part of his 
observations on the subject. 

‘ The general principles on which the proposed system is founded, are 
— 1st. That a considerable part of the wages received by each person 
empl(wed should depend on the profits made by the establishment ; and 
2nd. That every person connected with it should derive more advantage 
from applying any improvement he might discover, to the factory in 
which he is employed, than he could by any other course. 

‘ It would be difficult to prevail on the large capitalist to enter upon any 
system, which would change the division of the profits arising from the 
employment of his capital in setting skill and labour in action ; any 
alteration, therefore, must be expected rather from the small capitalist, or 
from the higher class of workmen, who combine the two characters ; and 
to these latter classes, whose welfare will be first affected, the change is 
most important. I shall therefore first point out the course to be pursued 
in making the experiment ; and then, taking a particular branch of trade 
as an illustration, I shall’ examme the merits and defects of the proposed 
system as applied to it. 

‘ Let us suppose, in some large manufacturing town, ten or twelve of 
the most intelligent and skilful workmen to unite, whose characters for 
sobriety and steadiness are good, and are well known among their class. 
Such persons will each possess some small portion of capital ; and let 
them join with one or two others who have raised themselves into the class 
of small master-manufacturers, and therefore possess rather a larger 
portion of capital. Let these persons, after well consideiing the subject, 
agree to establish a manufactory of fire-irons and fenders ; and let us 
suppose that each of the ten workmen can command forty pounds, 
and each of the small capitalists possesses two hundred pounds : thus 
they have ^ capital of 800/., with which to commence business, and for 
the sake of simplifying, let us further suppose the labour of each of these 
twelve persons to be worth two pounds a week. One portion of their 
capital will be expended in procuring the tools necessary for their trade, 
which we shall take at 400/., and this must be considered as their fixed 
capital The remaining 400/. must be employed as circulating capital, in 
purchasing the iron with which their articles are made, in paying the rent 
of their workshops, and in supporting themselves and their families until 
some portion of it is replaced by the sale of the goods produced. 

‘Now the first question to be settled is, what proportion of the profit 
should be allowed for use of capital, and what for skill and labour? It 
does not seem possible to decide this question by any abstract reasoning : 
if the capital supplied by each partner is equal, all difficulty will be 
removed ; if otherwise, the proportion must be left to find its level, and 
will be discovered by experience ; and it is probable that it will not 
fluctuate much. Suppose it to be agreed that the cimital of 800/. shall 
receive the wages of one workman. At the end or each week, every 
workman is to receive one pound as wages, and one pound is to be 
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divided amongst the owners of tl^ capital. After a few weeks the returns 
\vill begin to come in ; and they will soon become nearly uniform. 
Accurate accounts should be kept of every expense and of all the sales : 
and at the end of each week the profit should be divided. A certain 
portion should be laid aside as a reserved fund, another portion for repair 
of the tools, and the remainder being divided into thirteen parts, one of 
these parts would be divided amoifgst the capitalists and one belong to 
each workman. Thus each man would, in ordinary circumstances, make 
up his usual wages of two pounds weekly. If the factory went on pros- 
perously, the wages of the men would increase ; if the sales fell off, they 
would be diminished. It is important that every person employed in the 
establishment, whatever might be the amount paid for his services, 
whether he act as labourer or porter, or as the clerk who keeps the 
accounts, or as book-keeper employed for a few hours once a week to 
superintend them, should receive one-half of what his service is worth in 
fixed salary, the other part varying with the success of the undertaking. 

‘ The result of such arrangements in a factory would be, 

‘ I. That every person engaged in it would have a direct interest in its 
prosperity ; since ithe effect of any success, or falling off, would almost 
immediately produce a corresponding change in his own weekly receipts. 

‘ 2. Every person concerned in the factory would have an immediate 
interest in preventing any waste or mismanagement in all the depart- 
ments. ^ 

* 3. The talents of all connected with it would oe strongly directed to 
improvement in every department * 

‘4. None but workmen of high character and qualifications could 
obtain admission into such establishments, because when any additional 
hands were required, it would be the common interest of all to admit only 
the most respectable and skilful, and it would be far less easy to impose 
upon a dozen wortoen than upon the single proprietor of a factory. 

‘ 5. When any circumstance produced a glut in the market, more skill 
would be directed to diminishing the cost of production ; and a portion 
of the time of the men might then be occupied in repairing and improving 
their tools, for which a reserved fund would pay, thus checking present, 
and at the same time facilitating future, production. 

‘ 6. Another advantage, of no small importance, would be the total 
removal of all real or imaginary causes for combinations. The workmen 
and the capitalists would so shade into each other—would so evidently 
have a common interest, and their difficulties and distresses would be 
mutually so well understood, that instead of combining to oppress one 
another, the only combination which could exist would be a most power- 
ful union between both parties to overcome their common difficulties. 

‘ One of the difficulties attending such a system fe, that capitalists 
would at first fear to embark in it, imagining that the workmen would 
receive too large a share of the profits ; and it is quite true that the 
workmen would have a larger share than at present : but at the same 
time, it is presumed the effect of the whole system would be, that the 
total profits of the establishment being much increased, the smaller pro- 
portion allowed y> capital under this system would yet be greater in 
actual amount, than that which results to it from the larger share in the 
system now existing. 

‘A difficulty would occur also in discharging workmen who behaved ill, 
pr who were not competent to their work ; this would arise from their 
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having a certain interest in the rescrvfd fund, and perhaps from theif 
possessing a certain portion of the capital employed ; but without enter- 
ing into detail, it may be observed, that such cases might be determined 
on by meetings of the whole establishment ; and that if the policy of the 
laws favoured such establishments, it would scarcely be more difficult to 
enforce just regulations than It now is to enforce Sj)me which are unjust, 
by fheans of combinations either amongst the masters or the men. 

In this imaginary case, it is supposed that each labourer brings some 
small portion of capital into the concern : but the principle is equally 
applicable to the ordinary case, m which the whole capital belongs to an 
individual capitalist. An application of it to such a case is actually in 
progress, by a Pans tradesman, a house-painter, M. Leclaire * The in- 
telligent author of this meritorious experiment, published a pamphlet in 
the year 1842, descriptive of his system of operations ; to which attention 
was first directed by M. Duveyrier, in his Lettres Politiques, and a full 
abstract of which has been published in Chambers’ JournaLf M. Leclaire 
employs on an average two hundied workmen, whom he pays in the usual 
manner, by fixed wages or salaries. He assigns to himself, besides 
interest for his capital, a fixed allowance for his labour and responsibility 
as manager. At the end of the year, the surplus profits are divided 
among the body, himself included, in the proportion of their salanes.f 
The leasons by which Leclaire was led to adopt this system are 
interesting and instructive. Finding the conduct of his workmen unsatis- 
factory, he first tried the effect of giving higher wages, and by this he 
managed to obtain a body of excellent workmen, who would not quit his 
sen^ice for any other. ‘Having thus succeeded’ (I quote from the 
abstract in Chambers’ Journal) ‘m producing some sort of stability in the 
arrangements of his establishment, M. Leclaire expected, he says, to enjoy 
greater peace of mind. In this, however, he was disappointed. So long 
as he was able to superintend everything himself, from the general 
concerns of his business down to its minutest details, he did enjoy a 
certain satisfaction ; but from the moment that, owing to the increase of 
his business, he found that he could be nothing more than the centre from 
which orders w^ere issued, and to which reports were brought in, his 
former anxiety and discomfort returned upon him.’ He speaks lightly of 
the other sources of anxiety to which a tradesman is subject, but describes 
as an incessant cause of vexation the losses arising from the misconduct 
of workmen. An employer ‘will find workmen whose indifference to his 
interests is such that they do not perform two-thirds of the amount of 
work which they are capable of ; hence the continual fretting of masters, 
who, seeing their interests neglected, believe themselves entitled to 
suppose that workmen are constantly conspiring to ruin those from whom 
they derive their ‘livelihood. If the journeyman were sure of constant 
employment, his position would m some respects be more enviable than 

* Ills establishment is (or was) ii, Rue Saint Georges. 

t Por September 27, 1845. 

t It appears, however, that the workmen whom M. Leclaire admits to this 
participation of profits are as yet only a portion (rather less than half) of the whole 
number whom he employs. This is explained by another part of his system. M. 
Leclaire pays the full market rate of wages to all his workmen. The share of profit 
assigned to them is, therefore, a clear addition to the ordinary gains of their class, 
which he very laudably uses as an instrument of improvement, b^ making it th9 
reward of desert, or the recompense for peculiar trust. 
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that of the master, because he ^'s assured of a certain amount of days’ 
wages, which he will get whether he works much or little. He runs no 
risk, and has no other motive to stimulate him to do his best than his 
own sense of duty. The master, on the other hand, depends greatly on 
chance for his returns : his position is one of continual irritation and 
anxiety. This would no longer be the c 3 se to the same extent, if the 
interests of the master and those 8f the workmen were bound up withieach 
other, connected by some bond of mutual security, such as that which 
would be obtained by the plan of a yearly division of profits.’ 

Even in the first year dunng which M. Leclaire’s experiment was in 
complete operation, the success was remarkable. Not one of hisjoumey- 
men who worked as many as three hundred days, earned in that year less 
than 1,500 francs, and some considerably more. His highest rate of daily 
wages being four francs, or 1,200 francs for 300 days, the remaining 
300 francs or 12/. must have been the smallest amount which any journey- 
man, who worked that number of days, obtained as his proportion of the 
surplus profit. M. Leclaire describes in strong terms the improvement 
which was already manifest in the habits and demeanour of his workmen, 
not merely when at work, and in their relations with their employer, but 
at other times and in other relations, showing increased respect both for 
others and for themselves. The system is still in operation ; and we 
learn from M. Chevalier that the increased zeal of the workpeople con- 
tinues to be a full compensation to M. Leclaire, even in a pecuniary sense, 
for the share of profit which he foregoes m* their ^vour.* 

Under this system, as well as under that recommended by Mr. Babbage, 
the labouiers are, in reality, taken into partnership with their employer. 
Bringing nothing into the common concern but their labour, w^hile he 
brings not only his labour of direction and sypermtendence but his capital 
also, they have justly a smaller share of the profits ; this, however, is a 
matter of private arrangement in all partnerships : one partner has a large, 
another a sm.ill share, according to their agreement, grounded on the 
equivalent which is given by each. The essence, however, of a partner- 
ship IS obtained, since each benefits by all things that are beneficial to the 
concern, and loses by all which are injurious. It is, in the fullest sense, 
the common concern of all. 

§ 6. To this principle, in whatever form embodied, it seems to me that 
futurity has to look for obtaining the benefits of co-operation, without 
constituting the numerical majority of the co-operators an infenor caste. 
The objections that apply to a ‘co-operative society,’ in the Communist 
or Owenite sense, in which, by force of giving to every member of the 
body a share in the common interest, no one has a greater share in it 
than another, are not applicable to what is now suggested. It is ex- 
pedient that those, whose performance of the part assigned to them is 
the most essential to the common end, should have a greater amount of 
personal interest in the issue of the enterprise. If those who supply the 
funds, and incur the whole risk of the undertaking, obtained no greater 
reward or more influential voice than the rest, few would praebse the 
abstinence through which those funds are acquired and kept in existence. 

• 

* ‘ Je tiens de hf. Leclaire que chez lui I’a vantage du zele extreme dont sont 
animes les ouvners, depuis qu’il a adopte le syst^me dc la participation, fait plus 
que compenser le sacrifice represente par la somme dcs parts qu'on leur alloue.*— • 
t^ttres sur J'Organisatiou du Trayail,— par Michel Chevalier (1848), lettre xiv. 
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Up to a certain point, however, the principle of giving to every person 
concerned an interest in the profits is an actual benefit to the capitalist, 
not only (as M. Leclaire has testified) in point of ease and comfort, but 
even in pecuniary advantage. And after the point of greatest benefit to 
the employers has been attained, the participation of the labourers may 
be carried somewhat further ‘without any material abatement from that 
nmimum of benefit. At what point, in each employment of capital, this 
ultimatum is to be found, will one day be known and understood from 
experience ; and up to that point it is not unreasonable to expect that the 
partnership principle will be, at no very distant time, extended. 

The value of this ‘ organization of industry,* for healing the widening 
and embittering feud between the class of labouiers and the class of 
capitalists, must, I think, impress itself by degrees on all who habitually 
reflect on the condition and tendencies of modern society. I cannot 
conceive how any such person can persuade himself that the majority of 
the community will for ever, or even for much tonger, consent to hew 
wood and draw water all their lives m the service and for the benefit of 
others ; or can doubt, that they will be less and less willing to co-operate 
as subordinate agents in any work, when they have no interest in the 
result, and that it will be more and more difficult to obtain the best work- 
people, or the best services of any work-people, except on conditions 
similar in principle to those of M. Leclaire. Although, therefore, 
arrangements of this sort are now in their infancy, their multiplication 
and growth, when once they enter into the general domain of popular 
discussion, are among the things which may most confidently be ex» 
pected. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF THE FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT IN GENERAL. 

§ I. One of the most disputed questions both in political science and 
in practical statesmanship at this particular period, relates to the proper 
limits of the functions and agency of governments. At other times it has 
been a subject of controversy how governments should be constituted, 
and according to what principles and rules they should exercise their 
authority j Imt it is now almost equally a question, to what departments 
of human affairs that authority should extend. And when the tide sets 
so strongly towards changes in government and legislation, as a means 
of improving the condition of mankind, this discussion is more likely to 
increase than to diminish in interest. On the one hand, impatient 
reformers, thinfang it easier and shorter to get possession of the govern^ 
ment than of the intellects and dispositions of the public, are under a 
constat temptation to stretch the province of government beyond due 
bounds : while, on the other, mankind have been so much accustomed 
by their rulers to interference for purposes other than the public good, or 
under an erroneous conception of what that good requires, and so mW 
rash propositions are made by sincere, lovers of improvement, for attempt*. 
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ing, by compulsory regulation, the attainment of objects which can only 
be effectually or only usefully (torn passed by opinion and discussion, that 
there has grown up a spirit of resistance m limine to the interference of 
government, merely as. such, and a disposition to restrict its sphere of 
action within the narrowest bounds. From differences in the historical 
development of different nations, not necessary to be here dwelt upon, 
the former excess, »that of exr'jggerating the piovince of government, 
prevails most, both in theory and in practice, among the Continental 
nations, while in England the contrary spirit is decidedly predominant. 

The general principles of the question, in so far as it is a question of 
principle, I shall make an attempt to determine in a later chapter of this 
Book : after first considering the effects produced by the conduct of 
government in the exercise of the functions universally acknowledged to 
belong to it. For this purpose, there must be a specification of the 
functions which are either inseparable from the idea of a government, or 
are exercised habitually and without objection by all governments ; as 
distinguished from those respecting which it has been considered 
questionable whether governments should exercise them or not. The 
former may be termed the necessary^ the latter the optional^ functions of 
government. By the term optional it is not meant to imply that it can 
ever be a matter of indifference or of arbitrary choice, whether the 
government should or should not take upon itself the functions in 
question ; but only that the expediency of its exercising them does not 
amount to necessity, and is a subject on «vhich diversity of opinion does 
or may exist. 

§ 2. In attempting to enumerate the necessary functions of govern- 
ment, we find them to be considerably more multifarious than most 
people are at first aware of, and not capable of being circumscribed by 
those very definite lines of demarcation, \fhich, in the inconsiderateness 
of popular discussion, it is often attempted to draw round them. We 
sometimes, for example, hear it said that governments ought to confine 
themselves to affording protection against force and fraud : that, these 
two things apart, people should be free agents, able to take care of them- 
selves, and that so long as a person practises no violence; or deception, 
to the injury of others in person or property, he has a claim to do as he 
likes, without being molested or restricted by judges and legislators. 
But why should people be protected by their government, that is, by their 
own collective strength, against violence and fraud, and not against 
other evil& except that the expediency is more obvious ? If nothing, but 
what people cannot possibly do for themselves, can be fit to be done for 
them by government, people might be required to protect themselves by 
their skill and courage, even against force, or to beg or buy protection 
against it, as they actually do w^iere the govemmei^t is not capable of 
protecting them : and against fraud everyone has the protection of his 
•own wits. But without further anticipating the discussion of principles, 
It is sufficient on the present occasion to consider facts. 

Under which of these heads, the repression of force or of fraud, are we 
to place the operation, for example, of the laws of inheritance ? Some 
such laws must exist in all societies. It may be said, perhaps, that in this 
matter government has merely to give effect to the* disposition which an 
individual niakes of his own property by will. This, however, is at least 
extremely disputable ; there is probably no country by whose laws the 
{lower of testamentary disposition is perfectly absolute. And suppose the 
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very common case of there being no will : does not the law, that is, the 
government decide on principles of genewl expediency, who shall take 
the succession ? and in case the successor is in any manner incompetent, 
does it not appoint persons, frequently officers of its own, to collect the 
property and apply it to his benefit ? There are many other cases in 
which the government undertakes the administration of property, because 
the public interest, or perhaps only t^at of the^ particular persons 
concerned, is thought to require it. This is often "done in cases of liti- 
gated property, and in cases of judicially declared insolvency. It has 
never been contended that in doing these things a government exceeds its 
province. 

Nor is the function of the law in defining property itself, so simple a 
thing as may be supposed. It may be imagined, perhaps, that the law 
has only to declare and protect the right of everyone to what he has 
himself produced, or acquired by the voluntary consent, fairly obtained, 
of those who produced it. But is there nothing recognised as property 
except what has been produced ? Is there not the earth itself, its forests 
and waters, and all other natural riches, above and below the surface ? 
These are the inheritance of the human race, and there must be regu- 
lations for the common enjoyment of it. What rights, and under what 
conditions, a person shall be allowed to exercise over any portion of this 
common inheritance, cannot be left undecided. No function of govern- 
ment is less optional than the regulation of these things, or more com- 
pletely involved in the idoa of cinilized society. 

Again, the legitimacy is conceded of repressing violence or -treachery ; 
but under which of i.hese heads are we to place the obligation imposed on 
people to perform their contracts.? Non-performance does not neces- 
sarily imply fraud ; the person who entered into the contract may have 
sincerely intended to fulfil it ; his mind, or his circumstances, may have 
altered ; or not even that, since the omission to perform may be a mere 
case of neglect. Is it no part of the duty of goveniments to enforce 
contracts? Here the doctrine of non-interference would no doubt be 
stretched a little, and it would be said, that enforcing contracts is not 
regulating the affairs of individuals at the pleasure of government, but 
giving effect to their own expressed desire. Let us acquiesce in this 
enlargement of the restrictive theory, and take it for what it is worth. 
But governments do not limit their concern with contracts to a simple 
enforcement. They take upon themselves to determine what conti acts 
are fit to be enforced. It is not enough that one person, not being either 
cheated or compelled, makes a promise to another. There are promises 
by which it is not for the public good that persons should have the power 
of binding themselves. To say nothing of engagements to do something 
contrary to law, ther^ are engagements which the law refuses to enforce, 
for reasons connected with the interest of the promisor, or with the 
general policy of the state. A contract by which a person sells himself to 
another as a slave, would be declared void by the tribunals of this and of 
most other European countries. There are few nations whose laws would 
enforce a contract for what was looked upon as prostitution, or any 
matrimonial engagement of which the conditions varied in any respect 
from those which the law had thought fit to prescribe. But when once it 
is admitted that there are any engagements which for reasons of expe- 
diency the law ought not to enforce, the same question is necessarily 
opened with respect to all engagements. Whether, for example, the law 
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should enforce a contract to labour, when the wages are too low, or the 
hours of work too severe : wheAer it should enforce a contract by which 
a person binds himself to remain, for more than a very limited period, in 
the service of a given individual : whether a contract of marriage, entered 
into for life, should continue to be enforced against the deliberate will of 
the persons, or of either of the persons,^ who entered into it. Every 
question which can pq^sibly arise to the policy of contracts, and of the 
relations which they establish among human beings, is a question for the 
legislator ; and one which he cannot escape from considering, and in some 
way or other deciding. 

Again, the prevention and suppression of force and fraud afford appro- 
priate employment for soldiers, policemen, and criminal judges ; but there 
are also civil tribunals. The punishment of wrong is one business of an 
administration of justice, but is not the decision of disputes another? 
Innumerable disputes arise between persons, without ma/a fides on either 
side, through misconception of their legal rights, or from not being agreed 
about the facts, on the proof of which those rights are legally dependent. 
Is it not for the general interest that the state should appoint persons to 
clear up these uncertainties and terminate these disputes ? It dtinnot be 
said to be a case of absolute necessity. People might appoint an 
arbitrator, and engage to submit to his decision, and they do so where 
there are no courts of justice, or where the courts are not trusted, or where 
their delays and expenses, or the irrationality of their niles of evidence, 
deter people from resorting to them. Stilly it is universally thought right 
that the state should establish civil tribunals ; and if their defects often 
drive people to have recourse to substitutes, even theil the power held 
in reserve of carrying the case before a legally constituted court, gives to 
the substitutes their piincipal efficacy. 

Not only does the state undertake to decide disputes, it takes pre- 
cautions beforehand that disputes may not arise. The laus of most 
countries lay down rules for determining many things, not because it is 
of much consequence in what way they are determined, but in order that 
they may be determined somehow, and there may be no question on the 
subject. The law prescribes forms of words for many kinds of contract, 
in order that no dispute or misunderstanding may arise from their 
meaning ; it makes provision that if a dispute does arise, evidence shall 
be procurable for deciding it, by requiring that the document be attested 
by witnesses and executed with certain formalities. The law preserves 
authentic evidence of facts to which legal consequences are attached, by 
keeping a registry of such facts ; as of births, deaths, and marriages, of 
wills and contiacts, and of judicial proceedings. In doing these things, it 
has never been alleged that government oversteps the proper limits of its 
functions. , ♦ 

Again, however wide a scope we may allow to the doctrine that in- 
dividuals arc the proper guardians of their own interests, and that govern- 
ment owes nothing to them but to save them from being interfered with 
by other people, the doctrine can never be applicable to any persons but 
those who arc capable of acting in their own behalf. The individual may 
be an infant, or a lunatic, or fallen into imbecility. The law surely 
must look after tho interest of such persons. It does not necessarily do 
this through officers of its own. It may devolve the trust upon some 
relative or connexion. But in doing so is its duty ended ? Can it make over 
the interests of one person to the control of another, and be excused from 
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supervision, or from holding the person thus trusted responsible for the 
discharge of the trust ? 

There is a multitude of cases in wlfich governments, with general 
approbation, assume powers and execute functions for which no reason 
can be assigned except the simple one, that they conduce to general con- 
venience. We may take as an example, the power (which is a monopoly 
too) of coining money. This<!s assumed for no more recondite purpose 
than that of saving to individuals the trouble, delay, and expense of 
weighing and assaying. No one, however, even of those most jealous of 
state interference, has objected to this as an improper exercise of the 
powers of government, riescribing a set of standard weights and 
measures is another instance. Paving, lighting, and cleansing the streets 
and thoroughfares, is another ; whether done by the general government, 
or, as is more usual, and generally more advisable, by a municipal 
authority. Making or improving harbours, building lighthouses, making 
surveys in order to have accurate maps and charts, raising dykes to keep 
the sea out, and embankments to keep rivers in, are cases m point. 

Examples might be indefinitely multiplied without intruding on any 
disputed ground. But enough has been said to show that the admitted 
functions of government embrace a much wider field than can easily be 
included within the ring-fence of any restricted definition, and that it is 
hardly possible to find any ground of justification common to them all, 
except the comprehensive one of general expediency ; nor to limit the 
interference of government by any universal rule, save the simple and 
vague one that it should never' be admitted but when the case of expe- 
diency is strong. , 

§ 3 . Some observations, however, may be usefully bestowed on the 
nature of the considerations on which the question of government inter- 
ference is most likely to turij, and on the mode of estimating the com- 
parative magnitude of the expediencies involved. This will form the last 
of the three parts into which our discussion of the principles and effects of 
government interference may conveniently be divided. The following 
will be our division of the subject. 

We shall first consider the economical effects arising fiom the manner in 
which governments perform their necessary and acknowledged functions. 

We shall then pass to certain governmental interferences of what 1 
have termed the optional kind (/>., overstepping the boundaries of the 
universally acknowledged functions) which have heretofore taken place, 
^d in some cases still take place, under the influence of false general 
theories. 

It will lastly remain to inquire whether, independently of any false 
theory, and consistently with a correct view of the laws which regulate 
human affairs, there be any cases of the optional class in which govern- 
mental interference is really advisable, and what are those cases. 

The first of these divisions is of an extremely miscellaneous character : 
since the necessary functions of government, and those which are so 
manifestly expedient that they have never or very rarely been objected to, 
are, as already pointed out, too various to be brought under any very 
simple classification. Those, however, which are of principal importance 
which alone it is necessary here to consider, may be reduced to the 
following general heads. 

First, the means adopted by governments to raise the revenue whici 
is the condition of their existence. 
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Secondly, the nature of the laws which they prescribe on the two great 
subjects of Property and Conti^icts. 

Thirdly, the excellences or defects of the system of means by which 
they enforce generally the execution of their laws, namely, their judicature 
and police. 

We commence with the first head, that is, with the theory of Taxation. 


CHAPTER 11. 

OF THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF TAXATION. 

§ I. The qualities desirable, economically speaking, in a system of 
taxation, have been embodied by Adam Smith m four maxims or prin- 
ciples, which having been generally concurred in by subsequent writers, 
may be said to have become classical, and this chapter cannot be better 
commenced than by quoting them.* 

‘ I. The subjects of every state ought to contribute to the support of the 
government, as nearly as possible in proportion to their respective 
abilities : that is, in proportion to the revenue which they respectively 
enjoy under the protection of the state. In the observation or neglect of 
this maxim consists what is called the equality or inequality of taxation. 

‘ 2. The tax which each individual is bound to pay ought to be certain, 
and not arbitrary. The time of payment, the manner of payment, the 
quantity to be paid, ought all to be clear and plain to tlie contributor and 
to every other person. Where it is otherwise, every person subject to 
the tax is put more or less in the power of the tax-gatherer, who can 
cither aggravate the tax upon any obnoxious* contributor, or extoit by the 
terror of such aggravation some present or perquisite to himself. The 
uncertainty of taxation encourages the insolence and favours the corrup- 
tion of an order of men who aie naturally unpopular, even when they are 
neither insolent nor coiiupt. The certainty of what each individual ought 
to pay is, in taxation, a matter of so great importance, that a very consider- 
able degiee of inequality, it appear^I believe, from the experience of all 
nations, is not near so gieat an evil, as a very small degicc of uncer- 
tainly. 

‘3. Every lax ought to be levied at the time, or in the manner in which 
it is most likely to be convenient for the contributor to pay it. A tax 
upon the rent of land or of houses, payable at the same term at which 
such rents arc usually paid, is levied at the time when it is most likely to 
be convenient for the contiibutor to pay, or when he is most likely to have 
wherewithal to pay. Taxes upon $uch consumable gotds as are articles 
of luxury, are all finally paid by the consumer, and generally in a manner 
that is very convenient to him. He pays them by little and little, as he 
has occasion to buy the goods. As he is at libeity, too, either to buy 
or not to buy, as he pleases, it must be his own fault if he ever suffers any 
considerable inconvenience from such taxes. 

‘4. Every tax ought to be so contrived as both to take out and to keep 
out of the pockets^f the people as little as possible over and above what 
It brings into the public treasuiy of the state. A tax may either take out 

* Wealth of Nations^ book v, ch. ii. 
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or keep out of the pockets of the people a great deal more than it brihg§ 
into the public treasury, in the four follo\ying ways. First, the levying of 
it may require a great number of officers, whose salaries may cat up the 
greater part of the produce of the tax, and whose peiquisites may impose 
another additional tax upon the people.* Secondly, it may diveit a por- 
tion of the labour and capital of the community from a more to a less 
productive employment. ‘Thrtclly, by the forfeitures and other penalties 
which those unfortunate indi\iduals in<kir who atte?npt unsuccessfully to 
evade the tax, it may frequently ruin them, and thereby put an end to the 
benefit which the community might have derived from the employment of 
their capitals. An injudicious tax offeis a great temptation to smuggling. 
Fourthly, by subjecting the people to the frequent visits and the odious 
examination of the tax-gatherers, it may expose them to much unnecessary 
trouble, \exation, and oppression:* to which may be added, that the 
restrictive regulations to which trades and manufactures arc often subjected 
to prevent evasion of a tax, are not only in themselves troiil:)lesome and 
expensive, but often oppose insuperable obstacles to making impiovcments 
in the process. 

The last three of these four maxims require little other explanation or 
illustration than is contained in the passage itself. How far any given 
tax conforms to, or conflicts with them, is a matter to be considered m 
the discussion of particular taxes. But the first of the four points, 
equality of taxation, requires to be moie fully examined, being a thing often 
imperfectly understood, and on which many false notions have become to 
a certain degree accredited, thfough the absence of any definite principles 
of judgment in th<? popular mind. 

^ 2 . For what reason ought equality to be the rule in matters of taxa- 
tion ? For the reason, that it ought to be so in all affairs of government. 
As a gov^ernment ought to nigke no distinction of persons or classes in 
the strength of their claims on it, whatever sacrifices it requires from 
them should be made to bear as nearly as possible with the same pressure 
upon all, which, it must be observed, is the mode by which least sacrifice 
is occasioned on the whole. If any one bears less than his fair share of 
the burthen, some other person must suffer more than his share, and the 
alleviation to the one is not, ccetef’i^aribus^ so great a good to him, as 
the increased pressure upon the otlw is an evil. Equality of taxation, 
therefore, as a maxim of politics, means equality of saciificc. It means, 
apportioning the contribution of each person towards the expenses of 
government, so that he shall feel neither more nor less inconvenience 
from his share of the payment than every other person experiences from 
his. This standard, like other standards of perfection, cannot be com- 
pletely realized ; but the first object in every piactical discussion should 
be, to know what perfection is. 

There are persbns, however, who kre not content with the general 
principles of justice as a basis to ground a rule of finance upon, but must 
have something, as they think, more specifically appropriate to the 
subject. What best pleases them is, to regard the taxes paid by each 
member of the community as an equivalent for value received, in the 
shape of service to himself ; and they prefer to rest the justice of making 
each contribute in proportion to his means, upon the ground, that he who 
has twice as much property to be protected, receives, on an accurate 
calculation, twice as much protection, and ought, on the principles of 
bargain and sale, to pay tw^ice as much for it. Since, however, the 
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assumption that government exists solely for the protection of property, 
is not one to be deliberately adheied to ; some consistent adherents of the 
gtiid pro quo principle go on* to observe, that protection being required 
for person as well as property, and everybody's person receiving the same 
amount of protection, a poll-tax of a fixed sum per head is a proper 
equivalent for this part of the benefits of government, while the remaining 
part, protection to property, should be jvnd for in proportion to property. 
There is in this adjustment a f^lse air of nice adaptation, veiy acceptable 
to some minds. But in the first place, it is not admissible that the 
protection of persons and that of property are the sole purposes of gov em- 
inent. The ends of government aie as compiehensive as those of the 
social union. 1 hey consist of all the good, and all the immunity from 
evil, which the existence of government can be made either directly or 
indirectly to bestow. In the second place, the practice of setting definite 
values on things essentially indefinite, and making them a ground of 
practical conclusions, is peculiarly fei tile in false views of social questions. 
It cannot be admitted, that to be protected in the ownership of ten times 
as much properly, is to be ten times as much protected. Whether the 
labour and expense of the protection, or the feelings of the protected 
person, or any other definite thing be made the standard, there is no such 
proportion as the one supposed, nor any other definable proportion. If 
we wanted to estimate the degrees of benefit which different persons 
dciive from the protection of government, we should have to consider 
who would suffer most if that protection were withdrawn ; to which 
question if any answer could be made, vt must* be, that those would suffer 
most who vveie v\cakcst 111 mind or body, cither by natiiic or by position. 
Indeed, such persons would almost infallibly be slavlis. If theie were any 
justice, thciefoie, in the theory of justice now under consideiation, those 
who are least capable of helping or defending themselves, being those to 
whom the protection of government is the most indispensable, ought to 
pay the greatest share of its price : the leverse of the true idea of 
distiibutivc justice, which consists not in imitating but in redressing the 
inequalities and wrongs of nature. 

Government must be regaided as so pre-eminently a concern of all, 
that to dcteimine who is most interested in it is of no real importance. 
If a person or class of persons receive so small a shaie of the benefit as 
makes it necessary to raise the question, there is something else than 
taxation which is amiss, and the thing to be done is to remedy the defect, 
not to recognise it and make it a ground for demanding less taxes. As, 
in a case of voluntary subscription for a purpose m which all are mteiested, 
all are thought to have done their pait fairly when each has contributed 
according to his means, that is, has made an equal sacrifice for the 
common object ; m like manner should this be the principle of com- 
pulsory contributions, and it ii> superfluous to loob for a more ingenious 
or recondite ground to rest the principle upon. 

§ 3. Setting out, then, from the maxim that equal sacrifices ought to 
be demanded from all, we have next to inquue whether this is in fact 
done, by making each contribute the same peicentage on his pecuniary 
means. Many persons maintain the negative, saying that a tenth part 
taken from a small income is a heavier burthen, than the same fraction 
deducted front one much larger : and on this is grounded the very 
popular scheme of what is called a graduated pioperty tax, viz., an income 
Uvx in which the percentage rises with the amount of the income. 
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On the best consideration I am able to give to this question, it appeariJ 
to me that the portion of truth which fhe doctrine contains, arises 
principally from the difference between a tax which can be saved fiom 
luxuries, and one which trenches, in ever so small a degree, upon the 
necessaries of life. To take a thousand a year from the possessor of ten 
thousand, would not deprive him of anything really conducive either to 
the support or to the comfort of existence ; and if such would be the 
effect of taking five pounds from one whtse income ft fifty, the saciifice 
required from the last is not only greater than, but entirely incom- 
mensurable with, that imposed upon the first. The mode of adjusting 
these inequalities of piessure which seems to be the most equitable, is 
that recommended by Bentham, of leaving a certain minimum of income, 
sufficient to provide the necessaries of life, untaxed. Suppose 50/. a year 
to be an income ordinarily sufficient to provide a moderately numeious 
labouring family with the requisites of life and health, and with protection 
against habitual bodily suffering, but not wdth any indulgences. This then 
should be made the minimum, and incomes exceeding it should pay taxes 
not upon their whole amount, but upon the surplus. If the tax be ten per 
cent., an income of 60/. should be considered as a net income of 10/, and 
charged with i/. a year, while an income of 1000/. should be charged as 
one of 950/. Each wmuld then pay a fixed proportion, not of his whole 
means, but of his superfluities. An income not exceeding 50/ should not 
be taxed at all, cither directly or by taxes on necessai les : for as by 
supposition this IS the smallest income wffiich a labouring family ought to 
have, the government ougnt not ‘"to be a party to making it smaller. 
This arrangement however wmuld constitute a reason, m addition to 
others which might be stated, for maintaining indiiect taxes on aiticles 
of luxury consumed by the poor. The immunity extended to the income 
required for necessaries, should depend on its being actually expended 
for that purpose ; and the poor who, not having more than enough for 
necessaries, divert any part of it to indulgences, should like other people 
contnbute their quota out of those indulgences to the expenses of the 
state. 

The exemption in favour of the smaller incomes should not, I think, be 
stretched further than to the amount of income needful for life, health, 
and immunity from bodily pain. An income of 100/. a year would, as it 
seems to me, obtain all the relief it is entitled to, compared with one of 
1000/., by being taxed only on 50/. of its amount. It may be said, indeed, 
that to take 100/. from 1000/. (even giving back five pounds) is a heavier 
impost than 1000/. taken from 10,000/. (giving back the same five pounds). 
But this doctrine seems to me too disputable altogether, and even if true 
at all, not true to a sufficient extent, to be made the foundation of any rule 
of taxation. To tax all incomes in an equal ratio, would be unjust to 
those, the greater part ^f whose income is required for necessaries ; but I 
can see no fairer standard of real equality than to take from all persons, 
whatever may be their amount of fortune, the same arithmetical pro- 
portion of their superfluities. 

Some indeed contend that this rule of taxation bears harder upon the 
moderate than upon the large incomes, because the same proportional 
payment has more tendency in the former case than in the latter, to 
reduce the payer to a lower grade of social rank. The fact appears tc 
me more than questionable. But even admitting it, I object to its being 
considered incumbent on government to shape its course by such con- 
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ridcrations, or to recognise the notion that social importance is or can be 
detcmiined by amount of e¥penditure. Government ought to set an 
example of rating all things at their true value, and liches, therefore, at 
the worth, for comfort or pleasure, of the things which they will buy : and 
ought not to sanction the vulgarity of prizing them for the pitiful vanity 
of being known to possess them, or the still more paltry shame of being 
suspected to be without them, the presicling motives of three-fouiths of 
the expenditure of \he middle ^classes. The sacrifices of real comfort or 
indulgence which government requires, it is bound to apportion among all 
persons with as much equality as possible ; but their sacrifices of the 
imaginary dignity dependent on expense, it may spare itself the trouble 
of estimating. 

Both in England and on the Continent a graduated property-tax 
(pimpot progf'csstf) has been advocated, on the avowed ground that the 
state should use the instrument of taxation as a means of mitigating the 
inequalities of wealth. I am as desirous as any one, that means should 
be taken to diminish those inequalities, but not so as to impair the motives 
on which society depends for keeping up (not to say increasing) the 
produce of its labour and capital To tax the larger incomes at a higher 
percentage than the smaller, is to lay a tax on industry and economy ; to 
impose a penalty on people for having worked harder and saved more 
than their neighbours. It is partial taxation, which is a mild form of 
robbery. A just and wise legislation would scrupulously abstain from 
opposing obstacles to the acquisition of e^ven the largest fortune by honest 
exertion. Its impartiality between competitors w'ould consist in en- 
deavouring that they should all start fair, and not that, whether they were 
swift or slow, all should reach the goal at once. Many, indeed, fail with 
greater efforts than those with which others succeed, not from difference 
of merits, but difference of opportunities ^ and it is the part of a good 
government to provide, that, as far as more paramount considerations 
permit, the inequality of opportunities shall be remedied. When all kinds 
of useful instruction shall be as accessible as they might be made, and 
when the cultivated intelligence of the poorer classes, aided so far as 
necessary by the guidance and co-operation of the state, shall obviate, as 
it might so well do, the major part of the disabilities attendant on poverty, 
the inequalities of fortune arising from people^s own earnings could not 
liistly give umbrage. With respect to the large fortunes acquired by gift 
or inheritance, the power of bequeathing is as much a part of the right of 
property as the power of using : that is not in the fullest sense a person’s 
own, which he is not free to bestow on otheis. But this is one of those 
privileges of property which are fit subjects for regulation on groundsjof 
general expediency ; and I have already suggested,* as the most eligible 
mode of restiaining the accumqlation of large fortunes in the hands of 
those Avho have not earned them by exertion, a limitation of the amount 
which any one person should be permitted to acquire by gift, bequest, or 
inliei nance. Apart from this, and from the proposal of Bentham (also 
discussed in a former chapter) that collateral inheritance ab infest ato 
should cease, and the property escheat to the state, I conceive that in- 
heritances and legacies, exceeding a certain amount, are highly proper 
subjects for taxjtf ion ; and that the revenue from tliem should be as great 
as it can be made without giving rise to evasions, by donation intn vivos 


* Supra, book ii. ch. 2. 
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or concealment of property, such as it would be impossible adequately to 
check. The principle of graduation (as it ^s called,) that is, of levying a 
larger percentage on a larger sum, though its application to general 
taxation would be a violation of first principles, is quite unobjectionable as 
applied to legacy and inheritance duties. 

The objection to a graduated, property tax applies in an aggniVcated 
degree to the proposition of an exclusive, tax on wlitV* is called ‘ realized 
property,’ that is, propeity not forming a part of any capital engaged in 
business or (it should rather be said) m business on the owner’s account : 
as land, the public funds, money lent on mortgage, and shares (I presume) 
in joint stock companies. Except the proposal of applying a sponge to 
the national debt, no such palpable violation of common honesty has 
found sufficient support m this country during the present generation, to 
be regarded as within the domain of discussion. It has not the palliation 
of a graduated property tax, that of laying the burthen on those best able 
to bear it ; for ‘realized property’ includes almost every provision made 
for those who are unable to work, and consists, in great part, of extremely 
small fractions. I can hardly conceive a more shameless pretension, than 
that the major part of the property of the country, that of merchants, 
manufacturers, farmers, and shopkeepers, should be exempted from its 
share of taxation ; that these classes should only begin to pay their pro- 
portion after retiring from business, and if they never retire should be 
excused from it altogether. Hut even this does not give an adequate idea 
of the injustice of the propositioi>. The burthen thus exclusively thrown 
on the owners of the smaller portion of the wealth of the community, 
would not even be a burthen on that class of persons in perpetual succes- 
sion, but would fall exclusnely on those who happened to compose it 
when the tax was laid on. As land and those particular securities would 
yield a smaller net income, relatively to the general interest of capital and 
to the profits of trade, the balance would rectify itself by a permanent 
depreciation of those kinds of property. Future buyers would acquire 
land and securities at a reduction of price, equivalent to the peculiar tax, 
which tax they would, therefore, escape from paying, while the original 
possessors would remain burthened with it even after parting with the 
property, since they would have sold their land or securities at a loss of 
value equivalent to the fee-simple of the tax. Hs imposition would thus 
be tantamount to the confiscation for public uses of a percentage of their 
property, equal to the percentage laid on their income by the tax. That 
such a proposition should find any favour, is a striking instance of the 
want 01 conscience in matters of taxation, resulting from the absence of 
any fixed prmcfples in the public mind, and of any indication of a sense of 
^ustice on the subject in the general conduct of governments. Should the 
scheme ever enlist a^largc party in its support, the fact would indicate a 
laxity of pecuniary integrity in national affairs, scarcely infeiior to 
American repudiation. 

§ 4. Whether the profits of trade may not rightfully be taxed at a some- 
what lower rate than incomes derived from interest or rent, is part of the 
more comprehensive question, so often mooted on the occasion of the 
present income tax, whether life incomes should be subjected to the same 
rate of taxation as perpetual incomes : whether salaries, for example, or 
annuities, or the gains of professions, should pay the same percentage as 
the income from inheritable property. 

The existing tax treats all kinds of incomes exactly alike, taking seven- 
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pence in the pound as well from the person whose income dies with him, 
as from the landowner, stockholder, or mortg^agee, who can transmit hia 
fortune undiminished to his descendants. This is a visible injustice : yet 
it does not arithmetically violate the rule that taxation ought to be in pro- 
portion to means. When it is said that a temporary income ought to be 
taxed less than a permanent one, the reply is irresistible, that it is taxed 
less ; for the incomft which lastf only ten years pays the tax only ten yeais, 
while that which lasts for ever pays for ever. On this point some financial 
reformers are guilty of a great fallacy. They contend that incomes ought 
to be assessed to the income tax not in proportion to their annual amount, 
but to their capitalized value : that, for example, if the value of a perpetual 
annuity of loo/. is 3000/, and a hie annuity of the same amount being 
worth only half the number of years’ purchase could only be sold for 
1500/., the perpetual income should pay twice as much per cent, income 
tax as the terminable income ; if the one pays 10/. a year the other should 
pay only 5/. But in this argument there is the obvious o\ersight, that it 
values the incomes by one standard and the payments by another ; it 
capitalizes the incomes, but forgets to capitalize the payments. An 
annuity worth ^000/. ought, it is alleged, to be taxed twice as highly as 
one which is only worth 1 500/., and no assertion can be more unquestion- 
able ; but it is forgotten, that the income worth 3000/. pays to the supposed 
income tax 10/. a year m perpetuity, which is equivalent, by supposition, 
to 300/., while the terminable income pays the same 10/. only during the 
life of Its owner, which on the same calciSation is a value of 1 50/. Already, 
therefore, the income which is only half as valual^e, pays only half as 
much to the tax ; and if in addition to this its annual quota were reduced 
fiom 10/. to 5/., it would pay, not half, but a fourth part only of the pay- 
ment demanded from the perpetual incorpe. 

All attempts to establish a claim in favour of terminable incomes on 
numerical grounds— to make out, in short, that a proportional tax is not 
a proportional tax — are manifestly absuid. The claim does not rest on 
grounds of arithmetic, but of human feelings and necessities. 

In spite of the nominal equality of income. A, an annuitant of 1000/. a 
year, cannot so well afford to pay 100/. out of it, as B, who derives the 
same annual sum from heritable property ; A having usually a demand on 
his income which B has not, namely, to provide by saving for children or 
others ; to which in the case of salaries or professional gains, must gene- 
rally be added a provision for his own later years ; while B may expend 
his whole income without injury to his old age, and still have it all to bestow 
on others after his death. If A, in order to meet these exigencies, must 
lay by 300/. of his income, to take 100/. from him as income tax is to take 
100/. from yool.j since it must be retrenched from that part only of his 
means which he can afford to Spend on his own consumption. Were he 
to throw it rateably on what he spends and on what he saves, abating 
70/. from his consumption and 30/. from his annual saving, then indeed 
ins immediate sacrifice >\ould be proportionally the same as B’s : but then 
his children or his old age would be worse provided for in consequence of 
the tax. The capital sum which would be accumulated for them would 
be one-tenth jpss, and on the reduced income afforded by this reduced 
capital, they would be a second time charged with income tax. 

The principle, therefore, of equality of taxation, interpreted in its only 
just sense, equality of sacrifice, requires that a person who has no means 
of providing for old age, or for those in whom he is interested, bxcept by 
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saving from his income, should have the remitted on all that part of 
his income which is really and applied to that purpose. I say 

really applied, because (as before remarked in the case of an income not 
more than sufficient for subsistence) an exemption gioundcd on, an 
assumed necessity ought not to be claimable by any one who practically 
emancipates himself from the necessity. One expedient might be, that 
the Income-Tax Commiss oiers shouldalh w, asadcd6ction from income, 
all bond~fidc payments for insurance on life. This, however, would not 
provide for the case which most of all deserves consideration, that of 
persons whose lives are not insurable ; nor would it include the case of 
savings made as a provision for age. The latter case might, perhaps, be 
jttiet by allowing as a deduction from income all payments made in the 
purchase of deferred annuities ; and the former by remitting income-tax 
on sums actually settled, and on sums paid into the hands of a public 
officer, to be invested in securities, and repaid only to the executor or 
administrator : the tax so remitted, with interest from the date of deposit, 
being retained (for the prevention of fraud) as a first debt chargeable on 
the deposit itself, before other debts could be paid out of it ; but not 
demanded if satisfactory proof w'ere given that all debts had been paid 
from other resources. I throw out these suggestions for the consideration 
of those whose expenence renders them adequate judges of practical 
difficulties. It is highly probable that there may be better modes of 
attaining the object. If no plan be found practicable by which the 
exemption can be confinedTto the' portion of income actually saved, there 
still remains the ro\igh expedient of two different rates of assessment. 
There would be great difficulty in taking into account differences of 
duration between one terminable income and another ; and in the most 
frequent case, that of incomes .dependent on life, differences of age and 
health would constitute such extreme diversity as it would be impossible 
to take proper cognizance of. It would probably be necessaiy to be con- 
tent with one uniform rate for all incomes of inheritance, and another 
uniform rate for all those which necessarily terminate with the life of the 
individual. In fixing the proportion between the two rales, there must 
inevitably be something arbitrary ; perhaps a deduction of one-fourth in 
favour of life-incomes would be as little objectionable as any which could 
be made, it being thus assumed that one-fourth of a life-income is, on the 
average of all ages and states of health, a suitable proportion to be laid 
by as a provision for successors and for old age.* 

* Several writers on the subject, including Mr. Mill in his Elements of Political 
Economy, and Mr. M'Ciilloch in his work on Taxation, have contended that as 
much should be deducted as would be sufficient to insure the possessor’s life for a 
sum which would give his successors for ever an income equal to what he re- 
serves for himself ; since this is what the possessor of heritable property can do 
without saving at all : in other words, that temporary incomes should be converted 
into perpetual incomes of equal present value, and taxed as such. But this suicly 
is favouring them too much. Owners of life incomes are not bound to foiego the 
enjoyment of them for the sake of leaving to a perpetual line of successors an in- 
dependent provision equal to their own temporary one ; and no one ever dreams 
of doing so. Least of all Is it to be required or expected from those whose incomes 
are the fruits of personal exertion, that they should leave to their posterity for ever, 
without any necessity for exertion, the same incomes which they allow to them- 
selves. All they are bound to do, even for their children, independently of any 
cxpectatbn they m^y themselves have raised, is to place them in circumstances 
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Of the net profits of pcr^ns in business, one-half, perhaps, may be 
considered as interest on capital, and of a perpetual character, and the 
other half as remuneration for the skill and labour of superintendence ; 
depending therefuie on the life of the individual, and even on his con- 
tinuance in business. For profits, thei;pfore, an intermediate rate might 
be adopted, one-half of the njt income being taxed on tlie higher scale, 
and the other half on the lower. 

Ihesc are the chief cases, of ordinar)^ occurrence, in which any diffi- 
culty arises in interpreting the maxim of equality of taxation. The proper 
sense to be put upon it, as we have seen in the preceding example, is, 
that people should be taxed, not m proportion to what they ha\ e, but to 
what they can afford to spend. It is no objection to this principle that 
we cannot apply it consistently to all cases. A peison with a life income 
and precarious health, or who has many persons depending on his 
exertions, must, if he wushes to provide for them after his death, be more 
rigidly economical than one who has a life income of equal amount with a 
strong constitution and few claims upon him ; and since taxation cannot 
accommodate itself to these distinctions, it is argued that there is no use 
in attending to any distinctions, wheie the absolute amount of income is 
the same. But the impossibility of doing perfect justice, is no reason 
against doing as mufh as we can. Though it may be a hardship to an 
annuitant whose life is only worth five years’ purchase, to be allowed no 
greater abatement than is granted to one whose life is worth twenty, it is 
better for him even so, than if neither of them were allowed any abate- 
ment at all. • 

§ 5 . Before leaving the subject of Equality of Taxation, I must remark 
that there aie cases in which exceptions may be made to it, consistently 
with that equal justice which is the groundwork of the rule. Suppose 
that there is a kind of income which constantly tends to increase, without 
any exertion or sacrifice on the part of the owners : those owmers con- 
stituting a class in the community, whom the natural course of things 
progicssively enriches, consistently with complete passiveness on their 
own part. In such a case, it would be no violation of the principles on 
which private property is grounded, if the state should appropriate this 
increase of wealth, or part of it, as it arises. This would not properly be 
taking anything from anybody ; it would merely be applying an accession 
of wealth, created by ciicumstances, to the benefit of society, instead of 
allowing it to become an unearned appendage to the riches of a particular 
class. 

Now this is actually the case with rent. The ordinary progress of a 
society which increases in wealth, is at all times tending to augment the 
incomes of landlords ; to give 4hem both a greater<imount and a greater 
proportion of the wealth of the community, independently of any trouble 
or outlay incurred by themselves. They grow richer, as it w^ere in their 
sleep, without working, risking, or economizing. What claim have they, 


in which they will have favourable chances, of earning their own living. To give, 
however, either to children or to others, by bequest, b(;^ng a legitimate inclination, 
which these perj^ons cannot indulge without laying by a part of their income, while 
the owners of heritable property can, this real inequality m cases where the in- 
comes themselves are equal, should be considered, to a reasonable degree, in the 
adjustment of taxation, so as to require from both, as nearly as practicable, an 
equal sacrifice. • 
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on the general principles of social justice, tofthis accession of riches? In 
what would they have been wronged if society had, from the beginning, 
reserved a right of taxing the spontaneous increase of rent, to the highest 
amount required by financial exigencies? I admit that it would be 
unjust to come upon each individual estate, and lay hold of the increase 
which might be found to have taken pL'\ce in its rental ; because there 
would be no possibility of distinguishing in individual cases, between an 
increase owing solely to the general circumstances of society, and one 
which was the eftect of skill and expenditure on the part of the proprietor. 
The only admissible mode of proceeding would be by a general measure. 
The first step should be a valuation of all the land in the country. The 
present value of all land should be exempt from the lax ; but after an 
interval had elapsed, during which society had increased in population 
and capital, a rough estimate might be made of the spontaneous increase 
which had accrued to rent since the valuation was made. Of this the 
average price of produce would be some criterion : if that had risen, it 
would be certain that rent had increased, and (as already showm,) even in 
a greater ratio than the rise of price On this and other data, an approxi- 
mate estimate might be made, how much value had been added to the 
land of the country by natural causes ; and in laying on a general land- 
tax, w'hich for fear of miscalculation should be considerably within the 
amount thus indicated, there would be an assurance of not touching any 
increase of income which 'might* be the icsiilt of capital expended or 
industry exerted by the proprietor. 

But although there*could be no question as to the justice of taxing the 
increase of rent, if society had avowedly reserved the right, has not 
society waived that right by not exercising it ? In England, for example, 
have not all who bought land ff>r the last century or more, gi\en value 
not only for the existing income, but for the prospects of increase, under 
an implied assurance of being only taxed m the same propoition with 
other incomes? This objection, in so far as valid, has a different degree 
of validity in different countries ; depending on the degree of desuetude 
into which society has allowed a right to fall, which, as no one can doubt, 
it once fully possessed. In most countries of Europe, the right to take 
by taxation, as exigency might require, an indefinite portion of the rent 
of land, has never been allowed to slumber. In several parts of the 
Continent the land-tax forms a large proportion of the public revenues, 
and has alwxiys been confessedly liable to be raised or lowered w’lihout 
reference to other taxes. In these countries no one can pretend to have 
become the owner of the land on the faith of never being called upon to 
pay an increased land-tax. In England the land-tax has not vaiicd since 
the early part of theJast century The# last act of the legislature in 
relation to its amount, w'as to diminish it : and although the subsequent 
increase in the rental of the country has been immense, not only from 
agriculture, but from the growth of towns and the increase of buildings, 
the ascendancy of landholders in the legislature has prevented any tax 
from being imposed, as it so justly might, upon the very large portion of 
this increase which was .unearned, and, as it were, accidental. For the 
expectations thus raised, it appears to me that an aihply sufficient 
allowance is made, if the w^hole increase of income which has accrued 
during this long period from a mere natural law, without exertion or 
sacrifice, is held sacred from any peculiar taxation. From the present 
4ate, or any subsequent time which the legislature may think fit to 
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assert the principle, I see no objection to declaring that the future 
increment of rent should be liable to special taxation ; in doing which 
every shadow of injustice to the landlords would be obviated, if the 
present market-price of their land were secured to them ; since that 
includes the present value of all future expectations. With reference to 
such a tax, perhaps a safer criterion than either a rise of rents or a use 
of the price of corn,*would be a general rise in the price of land. It 
would be easy to keep the 'tax within the amount which would reduce the 
market- value of land below the original valuation : and up to that point, 
whatever the amount of the tax might be, no injustice would be done to 
the proprietors. 

§ 6. But whatever may be thought of the legitimacy of making the state 
a sharer in all future increase of rent from natural causes, the existing 
land-tax (which in this country unfortunately is very small) ought not to 
be regarded as a tax, but as a rent-charge in favour of the public ; a 
portion of the rent, reserved from time immemorial from the state, which 
has never belonged to or formed part of the income of the landlords, and 
should not therefore be counted to them as part of their taxation, so as to 
exempt them from their fair share of every other tax. As well might the 
tithe be regarded as a tax on the landlords : as well, in Bengal, where the 
state, originally entitled to the whole rent of the land, gave away one- 
tenth of it to individuals^ retaining the other nine-tenths, might those nine- 
tenths be considered as an unequal and unjust tax on the grantees of the 
tenth. That a person owns part of the r^nt, do^s not make the rest of it 
his just right, injuriously w ithheld from him. The landlords originally held 
their estates subject to feudal burthens, far which the*present land-tax is 
an exceedingly small equivalent, and for their relief from which they 
should have been required to pay a much higher price. All who have 
bought land since the tax existed have bought it subject to the tax. 
There is not the smallest pretence for looking upon it as a payment 
exacted from the existing race of landlords. 

These observations are applicable to a land-tax, only in so far as it is 
a peculiar tax, and not when it is merely a mode ol levying from the land- 
lords the equivalent of ^^hat is taken from other classes. In France, for 
example, there are peculiar taxes on other kinds of propeity and income 
(the mobilicr and the patented and supposing the land-tax to be not more 
than equivalent to these, there would be no ground for contending that the 
state had reseiTed to itself a rent-charge on the land. But wherever and 
in so far as income derived from land is prescriptively subject to a deduc- 
tion for public purposes, beyond the rate of taxation levied on other 
incomes, the surplus is not properly taxation, but a share of the property 
in the soil, reserved by the state. In this country theie are no peculiar 
taxes on other classes, correspanding to, or intended to countervail, the 
land-tax. The whole of it, therefore, is not taxation but a rent-charge, and 
is as if the state had retained, not a portion of the rent, but a poition of 
the land. It is no more a burden on the landlord, than the share of one 
joint tenant is a burden on the other. The landlords are entitled to no 
compensation for it, nor have they any claim to its being allowed for, as 
part of their taxes. Its continuance on the existing footing is no infringe- 
ment of the principle of Equal Taxation.* 

* The same remarks obviously apply to those local taxes, of the peculiar pressure 
qf which op landed property so much has been said of late by the rempjut of the 
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We shall hereafter consider, in treatinpr of Indirect Taxation, how far* 
and with what modifications, the rule of equality is applicable to that 
department. 

§ 7. In addition to the preceding rules, another general rule of taxation 
is sometimes laid down, namely, that it should fall on income, and not on 
capital. That taxation should not encroach upon the amount of the 
national capital is indeed of the greatest importancer; but this encroach- 
ment, when it occurs, is not so much a consequence of any particular mode 
of taxation, as^of its excessive amount. Over-taxation, carried to a suffi- 
cient extent, is quite capable of ruining the most industiious community, 
especially when it is in any degree arbitrary, so that the payer is never 
certain how much or how little he shall be allowed to keep ; or when it is 
so laid on as to render industry and economy a bad calculation. But if 
these errors be avoided, and the amount of taxation be not greater than 
it is at present even in the most heavily taxed countiy of Europe, there is 
no danger lest it should deprive the country of a portion of its capital. 

To provide that taxation shall fall entirely on income, and not at all on 
capital, IS beyond the power of any system of fiscal arrangements. There 
is no tax which is not partly paid from what would otherwise have been 
saved ; no tax, the amount of which, if remitted, would be wholly em- 
ployed in increased expenditure, and no part whatever laid by as an 
addition to capital. All taxes, therefore, are in some sense partly paid 
out of capital ; and in a poor country it is impossible to impose any tax 
which will not impede the inciease of the national wealth. But in a 
country where capital Jibounds, and the spirit of accumulation is strong, 
this effect of taxation is scarcely felt. Capital having reached the stage 
in which, were it not for a perpetual succession of improvements in pro- 
duction, any further increase would soon be stopped— and having so 
strong a tendency even to outrun those improvements, that profits are 
only kept above the minimum by emigration of capital, or by a periodical 
sweep called a commercial crisis ; to take from capital by taxation what 
emigration would remove, or a commercial crisis destroy, is only to do 
what either of those causes would have done, namely, to make a clear 
space for further saving. 

I cannot, therefore, attach any importance, in a wealthy country, to the 
objection made against taxes on legacies and inheritances, that they are 
taxes on capital. It is perfectly true that they are so. As Ricardo 
observes, if 100/. is taken from any one in a tax on houses or on wine, 
he will probably save it, or a part of it, by living in a cheaper house, con- 
suming less wine, or retrenching from some other of his expenses : but if 
the same sum be taken from him because he has received a legacy of 
1000/., he considers the legacy as only 900/., and feels no more induce- 
ment than at any otker time (probably feels rather less inducement) to 
economize in his expenditure. The tax, therefore, is wholly paid out of 
capital ; and there are countries in which this would be a serious objec- 
tion. But in the first place, the argument cannot apply to any country 
which has a national debt, and devotes any portion of revenue to paying 

Protectionists. As much o^these burdens as is of old standing, ought to be regarded 
as a prescriptive deduction or reservation, for public purposes, of a portion of the 
rent. And any recent additions have either been incurred for the benefit of the 
owners of landed property, or occasioned by their fault ; in neither case giving 
them any just ground of complaint. 
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it off ; since the produce of the^tax, thus applied, still remains capital, and 
is merely transferred from the tax-payer to the fundholder. 15ut the 
objection is never applicable in a country which increases rapidly in 
wealth. The amount which would be derived, even from a very high 
legacy duty, in each year, is but a small fraction of the annual increase of 
capital in such a country ; and its abstraction would but make room for 
saving to an equivalent amounts while the effect of not taking it, is to 
prevent that amount of sdving, or cause the savings, when made, to be 
sent abroad for investment. A country which, like England, accumulates 
capital not only for itself but for half the world, may be said to defray the 
whole of its public expenses from its overflowings ; and its wealth is 
probably at this moment as great as if it had no taxes at all. What its 
taxes really do is, to subtract from its means, not of production but of 
enjoyment ; since whatever any one pays in taxes, he could, if it were not 
taken for that purpose, employ in indulging his ease, or in gratifying some 
want or taste which at present remains unsatisfied. 


CHAPTER IIL 
•of direct taxes. 

§ I. Taxes are either direct or indirect. A direct tax is one which is 
demanded from the very persons who, it is intended or desired, should 
pay it Indirect taxes are those which are demanded from one person in 
the expectation and intention that he shall indemnify himself at the 
expense of another : such as the excise or customs. The producer or 
importer of a commodity is called upon tO pay a tax on it, not with the 
intention to levy a peculiar contribution upon him, but to tax through him 
the consumers of the commodity, from whom it is supposed that he will 
recover the amount by means of an advance in price. 

Direct taxes are either on income, or on expenditure. Most taxes on 
expenditure are indirect, but some are direct, being imposed, not on the 

g roducer or seller of an article, but immediately on the consumer. A 
ouse tax, for example, is a direct tax on expenditure, if levied, as it 
usually is, on the occupier of the house. If levied on the builder or 
owner, it would be an indirect tax. The window tax is a direct tax on 
expenditure ; so are the taxes on horses and carriages, and the rest of 
what are called the assessed taxes. 

The sources of income are rent, profits, and wages. This includes 
every source of income, except gift or plunder. Taxes may be laid on 
any one of the three kinds of income, or a uniforip tax on all of them. 
We will consider these in their order. 

§ 2. A tax on rent falls wholly on the landlord. There are no means 
by which he can shift the burthen upon any one else. It does not affect 
the value or price of agricultural produce, for this is determined by the 
cost of production in the most unfavourable circumstances, and in those 
circumstances, as we have so often demonstrated, no rent is paid. A tax 
on rent therefore has no effect, other than its oovious one. It merely 
takes so much from Ae landlord, and transfers it to the state. 

This, however, is, in strict exactness, only true of the rent which is the 
result either of natural causes, or of improvements made by^ tenants. 
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When the landlord makes improvements which increase the productive 
power of his land, he is remunerated for ihem by an extra payment from 
the tenant : and this payment, which to the landlord is properly a profit 
on capital, is blended and confounded with rent ; which indeed it really 
is, to the tenant, and in respect of the economical laws which determine 
its amount. A tax on rent,Jlf extending to this portion of it, would 
discourage landlords from making improvements : but it does not follow 
that It would raise the pi ice of agricultural produce. The same improve- 
ments might be made with the tenant^s capital, or even with the landlord’s 
if lent by him to the tenant ; provided he is willing to give the tenant so 
long a lease as will enable him to indemnify himself before it expires. 
But w’hatever hinders improvements from being made in the manner 
in which people prefer to make them, will often pi event them from being 
made at all : and on this account a tax on rent would be inexpedient, 
unless some means could be devised of excluding from its operation that 
portion of the nominal rent which may be regarded as landlord’s profit. 
This argument, however, is not needed for the condemnation of such a 
tax. A peculiar tax on the income of any class, not balanced by taxes on 
other classes, is a violation of justice, and amounts to a partial confiscation. 
I have already shown grounds for excepting from this censure a tax which, 
sparing existing rents, should content itself with appropriating a portion 
of any future increase arising from the mere action of natural causes. 
But even this could not be justly done, without offciing as an alternative 
the market price of the land, ^n the case of a tax on rent which is not 
peculiar, but accompanied by an equivalent tax on other incomes, the 
objection grounded on its reaching the profit arising from improvements, 
does not apply : since, profits being ta-\ed as w ell as rent, the profit which 
assumes the form of rent merely pays its just share: 

§ 3. A tax on profits, like a lax on rent, must, at least in its immediate 
operation, fall wholly on the payer. All profits being alike affected, no 
relief can be obtained by a change of employment. If a tax w^ere laid on 
the profits of any one branch of productive employment, the tax w'ould be 
virtually an increase of the cost of production, and the value and price of 
the article would rise accordingly : by which the lax w'ould be thrown 
upon the consumers of the commodity, and would not affect profits. 
But a general and equal tax on all profits would not affect general 
prices, and would fall, at least in the first instance, on capitalists 
alone. 

There is, however, an ulterior effect, which, in a rich and prosperous 
country, requires to be taken into account. When the capital accumulated 
is so great and the rate of annual accumulation so rapid, that the country 
is only kept from attaining the stationary state by the emigration of 
ca{)ital, or by continual improvements ic production ; any circumstance 
which virtually lowers the rate of profit, cannot be without a decided 
influence on these phenomena. It may operate in different w^ays. The 
curtailment of profit, and the consequent increased difficulty of making a 
fortune or obtaining a subsistence by the employment of capital, may act 
^ a stimulus to inventions, and to the use of them when made. If 
improvements in production are much accelerated, and if these improve- 
ments cheapen, directly or indirectly, any of the things ’'habitually con- 
sumed by the labourer, profits may rise, and rise sufficiently to make up 
for all that is taken from them by the tax. In that case the tax will have 
been realized without loss to any one, the produce of the country being 
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inci eased by an equal, or wh^t would in that case be a far greater amount, 
i'he tax, however, must even in this case be considered as paid from 
profits, because the receivers of profits are those who would be benefited 
if it were taken off. 

But although the artificial abstraction of a portion of profits would have 
a real tendency to accelerate improvemeats in production, no considerable 
improvements might actually insult, or only of such a kind as not to raise 
general profits at all, hr not to raise them so much as the tax had 
diminished them. If so, the rate of profit would be brought closer to that 
practical minimum, to which it is constantly approaching : and this 
diminished return to capital would either give a decided check to fuither 
accumulation, or would cause a greater proportion than before of the 
annual increase to be sent abroad, or wasted in unprofitable speculations. 
At its first imposition the tax falls wholly on profits : but the amount of 
increase of capital, which the tax prevents, would, if it had been allowed 
to continue, have tended to reduce profits to the same level ; and at every 
period of ten or twenty years there will be found less difference between 
profits as they are, and profits as they would in that case have been : until 
at last there is no difference, and the tax is thrown either upon the 
labourer or upon the landlord. The real effect of a tax on profits is to 
make the country possess, at any given period, a smaller capital and a 
smaller aggregate production, and to make the stationary state be attained 
earlier, and with a smaller sum of national wealth. It is possible that a 
tax on profits might even dimmish the i?xisting* capital of the country. If 
the rate of profit is already at the practical minimurn, that is, at the point 
at which all that portion of the annual increment which would tend to 
1 educe profits is carried off either by exportation or by speculations ; then 
if a tax is imposed which reduces profits still lower, the same causes which 
previously carried off the increase would probably carry off a portion of 
the existing capital. A tax on profits is thus, in a state of capital and ac- 
cumulation like that in England, extremely detrimental to the national 
wealth. And this effect is not confined to the case of a peculiar, and 
therefore intrinsically unjust, tax on profits. The mere fact that profits 
have to bear their share of a heavy general taxation, tends, in the same 
manner as a peculiar tax, to drive capital abroad, to stimulate imprudent 
speculations by diminishing safe gains, to discourage further accumulation, 
and to accelerate the attainment of the stationary state. This is thought 
to have been the principal cause of the decline of Holland, or rather of 
her having ceased to make progress. 

Even in countries which do not accumulate so fast as to be always 
within a short interval of the stationary state, it seeAis impossible that, if 
capital is accumulating at all, its accumulation should not be in some 
degree retarded by the abslrac?tion of a portion of* Us profit ; and unless 
the effect in stimulating improvements be a full counterbalance, it is in- 
evitable that a part of the burthen will be thrown off the capitalist, upon 
the labourer or the landlord. One or other of these is always the loser by 
a diminished rate of accumulation. If population continues to increase as 
before, the labourer suffers : if not, cultivation is checked in its advance, 
and the landlords lose the accession of rent which would have accrued to 
them. The oifly countries in which a tax on profits seems hkely to be per- 
manently a burthen on capitalists exclusively, are those in which capital 
is stationary, because there is no new accumulation. In such countries 
the tax might not prevent the old capital from being kept up, through 
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habit, or from unwillingness to submit tOc impoverishment^ and so the 
capitalist might continue to bear the whole of the tax. It is seen from 
these considerations that the elTecls of a tax on profits are much more 
complex, moie vaiious, and m some points more unccitain than writers on 
the subject ha\e commonly supposed. 

§ 4 . We turn now to Taxes orfWages. The incidence of these is yeiy 
different, according as the wages taxed ^lre those of' ordinary unskilled 
labour, or are the remuneration of such skilled or privileged employments, 
whether manual or intellectual, as are taken out of the sphere of competi- 
tion by a natural or a conferred monopoly. 

I have already remarked, that in the present low state of popular 
education, all the higher grades of mental or educated labour are at a 
monopoly price ; exceeding the wages of common workmen in a degree 
very far beyond that which is due to the expense, trouble, and loss of 
time required m qualifying for the employment. Any tax levied on these 
gains, which still leaves them above (or not below) their just proportion, 
falls on those who pay it ; they have no means of relieving themselves at 
the expense of any other class. The same thing is true of ordinary wages, 
in cases like that of the United States or of a new colony, where, capital 
increasing as rapidly as population can increase, wages are kept up by the 
increase of capital, and not by the adherence of the labourers to a fixed 
standaid of comforts. In such a case, some deterioration of their condi- 
tion, whether by a tax or otherwise, might possibly take place without 
checking the increase of population. The tax would in that case fall on 
the labourers themselves, and would reduce them prematurely to that 
lower state to which, on the same supposition with regard to their habits, 
they would in any case have been reduced ultimately, by the inevitable 
diminution in the rate of increase of capital, through the occupation of all 
the fertile land. 

Some will object that, even in this case, a tax on wages cannot be 
detrimental to the labourers, since the money raised by it, being expended 
in the country, comes back to the labourers again through the demand for 
labour. The fallacy, however, of this doctiine has been so completely 
exhibited in the First Book,* that I need do little more than refer to that 
exposition. It was there shown that funds expended unproductively have 
no tendency to raise or keep up wages, unless when expended in the 
direct purchase of labour. If the government took a tax of a shilling a 
week from every labourer, and laid it all out in hiring labourers for military 
service, public works, or the like, it would, no doubt, indemnify the 
labourers as a class for all that the tax took from them. That would 
really be ‘ spending the money among the people.’ But if it expended the 
whole in buying goods, or in adding to. the salaries of employes who 
bought goods with it,'^this would not increase the demand for labour, or 
tend to raise wages. Without reverting to the proofs formerly given, we 
may rely on an obvious reductw ad absurdum. If to take money from the 
labourers and spend it in commodities is giving it back to the labourers, 
then, to take money from other classes, and spend it in the same manner, 
must be giving it to the labourers ; consequently the more a government 
takes in taxes, the greafer will be the demand foi labour, and the more 
opulent the condition of the labourers. A proposition the absurdity of 
which no one can fail to see. 


* Supra, pp. 65-6, 
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In the condition of most communities, wages are regulated by the 
habitual standard of living to which the labourers adhere, and on less than 
which they will not multiply. Where there exists such a standard, a tax 
on wages will indeed for a time be borne by the labourers themselves ; 
but unless this temporary depression has the effect of lowering the 
standard itself, the increase of population will receive a check, which will 
raise wages, and restore, the lAboureis to their previous condition. On 
whom, in this case, will the tax fall ? According to Adam Smith, on the 
community generally, m their character of consumers ; since the rise of 
wages, he thought, would raise general prices. We have seen, however, 
that general prices depend on other causes, and are never raised by any 
circumstance which affects all kinds of productive employment in the same 
manner and degree. A rise of wages occasioned by a tax, must, like any 
other increase of the cost of labour, be defrayed from profits. To attempt 
to tax day-labourers, in an old country, is merely to impose an extra tax 
upon all employers of common labour ; unless the tax has the much worse 
effect of permanently lowering the standard of comfortable subsistence in 
the minds of the poorest class. 

We find in the preceding considerations an additional argument for the 
opinion already expressed, that direct taxation should stop short of the 
class of incomes which do not exceed what is necessary for healthful 
existence. Almost allHhese very small incomes are derived from manual 
labour ; and, as we now see, any tax imposed on these, either permanently 
degrades the habits of the labouring class, or falls on profits, and burthens 
capitalists with an indirect tax, in addition to theU share of the direct 
taxes : which is doubly objectionable, both as a violation of the funda- 
mental rule of equality, and for the reasons which, as already shown, 
render a peculiar tax on profits detrimental to the public wealth, and 
consequently to the means which society possesses of paying any taxes 
whatever. 

§ 5. We now pass, from taxes on the separate kinds of income, to a tax 
attempted to be assessed fairly upon all kinds ; in other words, an Income 
Tax. The discussion of the conditions necessaiy for making this tax 
consistent with justice, has been anticipated in the last chapter. We 
shall suppose, therefore, that those conditions are complied with. They 
are, first, that incomes below a certain amount should be altogether 
untaxed. This minimum should not be higher than the amount which 
suffices for the necessaries of a labouiing famjly of model ate numbers. 
The exemption from the present income-tax, of all incomes under 150/. a 
year, is only defensible on the ground that some taxes on necessaries are 
still kept up, and that almost all the existing taxes on indulgences press 
more heavily on incomes between 50/. and 1 50/. than on any others what- 
ever, The second condition is, that incomes above the limit should be 
taxed only in proportion to the surplus by which they exceed the limit. 
Thirdly, t^t life incomes should be less heavily taxed than inheritable 
incomes, in a degree as neaily as possible equivalent to the increased 
need of economy arising from their terminable character. Fourthly, that 
incomes which are jointly the result of capital and of personal exertion, 
should be taxej^ intermediately between the rate ’for inheritable and that 
for life incomes. 

•An income-tax, fairly assessed on these principles, would be, in point 
of justice, the least exceptionable of all taxes. The objection to it, 
which, with much regret, I cannot help regarding as insupSrable, is 
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the impossibility of ascertaining the real^ incomes of the contributors. 
The supposed hardship of compelling people to disclose the amount of 
their incomes, ought not, in my opinion, to count for much. One of the 
social evils of this country is the practice, amounting to a custom, of 
maintaining, or attempting to maintain, the appearance to the world 
of a larger income than is possessed ; and it would be far better for the 
interests of those who yield to this weakness, if ihe extent of their means 
were universally and exactly known, and the temptation removed to 
expending more than they can afford, or stinting real wants in order 
to make a false show externally. At the same time, the reason of the 
case, even on this point, is not so exclusively on one side of the argument 
as IS sometimes supposed. So long as the vulgar of any country are in 
the debased state of mind which this national habit presupposes— so long 
as their respect (if such a word can be applied to it) is proportioned to 
what they suppose to be each person’s pecuniary means — it may be 
doubted whether anything which would remove all doubt as to that point, 
would not considerably increase the presumption and arrogance of the 
vulgar rich, and their insolence towards those above them in mind and 
character, but below them in circumstances. 

Notwithstanding, too, what is called the inquisitorial nature of the tax, 
no amount of inquisitorial power which would be tolerated by a people 
the most disposed to submit to it, could enable ^he revenue officers to 
assess the tax from actual Jcnowledge of the circumstances of contributors. 
Rents, salaries, annuities, and ail fixed incomes, can be exactly ascer- 
tained. liut the varaable gains of professions, and still moie the profits 
of business, which the person interested cannot always himself exactly 
ascertain, can still less be estimated with any approach to fairness by 
a tax-collector. The main reliance must be placed, and always has been 
placed, on the returns made by the person himself. No production of 
accounts is of much avail, except against the more flagrant cases of false- 
hood ; and even against these the check is very imperfect, for if fraud is 
intended, false accounts can generally be framed which it will baffle any 
means of inquiry possessed by the revenue officers to detect : the easy 
resource of omitting entries on the credit side, being often sufficient 
without the aid of fictitious debts or disbursements. The tax, therefore, 
on whatever principles of equality it may be imposed, is in practice 
unequal in one of the worst ways, falling heaviest on the most con- 
scientious. The unscrupulous succeed in evading a great proportion 
of what they should pay ; even persons of integrity in their ordinary 
transactions are tempted to palter with their consciences, at least to 
the extent of deciding in their own favour all points on which the 
smallest doubt or discussion could arise while the strictly veracious are 
often made to pay more than the state intended, by the powers of arbitrary 
assessment necessarily entrusted to the Commissioners as a last defence 
against the taxpayers power of concealment. 

It is to be feared, therefore, that the fairness which belongs to the 
principle of an income-tax, can never be made to attach to it in practice ; 
and that this tax, while apparently the most just of all modes of raising a 
revenue, is in effect more unjust than many others which pre primd facie 
more objectionable. This consideration would lead us to concur in the 
opinion which, until of late, has usually prevailed— that direct taxes on 
income should be reserved as an extraordinary resource for great national 
emergencies, in which the necessity of a large additional revenue over-* 
rules all minor objections. 
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The difficulties of a fair incdhie-tax have lately elicited a proposition 
for a direct tax of so much per cent., not on income but on expenditure : 
the aggregate amount of each person’s expenditure being ascertained, as 
the amount of income now is, from statements furnished by the con- 
tributors themselves. The author of thij suggestion, Mr. Revans, in 
a clever pamphlet (jn the subject,* contends that the returns which 
persons would furnish of their expenditure would be more trustworthy 
than those which they now make of their income, inasmuch as ex- 
penditure is in its own nature more public than income, and false 
representations of it more easily detected. He cannot, I think, have 
sufficiently considered, how few of the items in the annual expenditure 
of most families can be judged of with any approximation to correctness 
from the externjil signs. The only secuiity would still be the veracity of 
individuals, and there is no reason for supposing that their statements 
would be more trustworthy on the subject of their expenses than on that 
of their revenues ; especially as, the expenditure of most persons being 
composed of many more items than their income, there would be more 
scope for concealment and suppression in the detail of expenses than even 
of receipts. 

The taxes on expenditure at present in force, either in this or in other 
countries, fall only on piyticular kinds of expenditure, and differ no other- 
wise from taxes on commodities than in being paid directly by the person 
who consumes or uses the article, instvid of •being advanced by the 
producer or seller, and reimbursed in the price The taxes on hoises and 
carnages, on dogs, on servants, are of this nature. They evidently fall on 
the poisons from whom they are levied — those who use the commodity 
taxed. A tax of a similar description, and more important, is a house 
tax : which must be considered at somewhat greater length. 

§ 6. The rent of a house consists of two parts, the ground-rent, and 
W'hat Adam Smith calls the build ing-rent. The first is determined by the 
ordinary principles of rent. It is the remuneration given for the use of 
the portion of land occupied by the house and its appurtenances ; and 
vanes from a mere equivalent for the rent which the ground would afford 
in agriculture, to the monopoly rents paid for advantageous situations in 
populous thoroughfares. The rent of the house itself, as distinguished 
from the ground, is the equivalent given for the labour and capital ex- 
pended on the building. The fact of its being received in quarterly or half- 
yearly payments, makes no difference in the principles by which it is 
regulated. It comprises the ordinary profit on the builder’s capital, and 
an annuity, sufficient at the current rale of interest, after paying for all 
repairs chargeable on the proprietor, to replace the original capital by the 
time the house is worn out, or by the expiration of* the usual term of a 
building lease. 

A tax of so much per cent, on the gross rent, falls on both these portions 
alike. The more highly a house is rented, the. more it pays to the tax, 
whether the quality of the situation or that of the house itself is the cause. 
The incidence, however, of these two portions of the tax must be con- 
sidered separately. 

As much of itias is a tax on building- rent, must* ultimately fall on the 
consumer, in other words the occupier. For as the profits of building are 

* A Percentage Tax on Domestic Expenditure to supply the who^ of thf 
public Revenue. By John Revans, Published by Halchurd, in 1847. 
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already not above the ordinary rate, th\iy would, if the tax fell on the 
owner and not on the occupier, become lower than the profits of untaxed 
employments, and houses would not be built. It is probable however that 
for some time after the tax was first imposed, a great part of it would fall, 
not on the renter, but on the owner of the house. A large proportion of 
the consumers either could not afford, or would no^ choose, to pay their 
former lent with the tax m addition, but would content themselves with a 
lower scale of accommodation. Houses therefore would be for a time in 
excess of the demand. The consequence of such excess, in the case of 
most other articles, would be an almost immediate diminution of the 
supply : but so durable a commodity as houses does not rapidly diminish 
in amount. New buildings indeed (at least of the more expensive class) 
would cease to be erected, except for special reasons ; but in the meantime 
the temporary superfluity would lower rents, and the consumers would 
obtain, perhaps, nearly the same accommodation as formerly, for the 
same aggregate payment, rent and tax together. By degrees, however, 
as the existing houses wore out, or as increase of population demanded a 
greater supply, rents would again rise; until it became profitable to 
recommence building, which would not be until the tax was wholly thrown 
upon the occupier. In the end, therefore, the occupier bears that portion 
of a tax on rent, which falls on the payment made for the house itself, 
exclusively of the ground it stands on. ‘ 

At first "sight one would be indmed to suppose the case to be different 
with the portion which is a tax on ground-rent. As taxes on rent, properly 
so called, fall on the landlord, a tax on ground rent, one would suppose, 
must fall on the ground landlord, at least after the expiiation of the build- 
ing lease. And such would really be the case, if with the tax on ground- 
rent there were combined an equivalent tax on agricultural rent ; but not 
otherwise. The lowest rent of land let for building is very little above the 
rent\^hich the same ground would yield in agriculture ; since it is reason- 
able to suppose that land, unless in case of exceptional circumstances, is 
let or sold for building, as soon as it is decidedly worth more for that pur- 
pose than for cultivation. If, therefore, a tax were laid on ground-rents 
without being also laid on agricultural rents, it would, unless of quite 
trifling amount, reduce the return from the lowest ground-rents below the 
ordinary return from land, and would put a stop to further building quite 
as effectually as if it were a tax on building-rents, until either the increased 
demand of a growing < population, or a diminution of supply by wearing 
out, had raised the rent by a full equivalent for the tax. But whatever 
raises the lowest ground-rents, raises all others, since each exceeds the 
lowest by precisely the market value of its peculiar advantages. Th^*- 
thus no difference between the two component elements of house-rf® 
respect to the incidence of the tax. Both alike fall ultimately oZ 
occupier ; while, in both alike, if the occupier in consequence reduces hi., 
demand by contenting himself with inferior accommodation, that is, if he 
prefers saving his tax from house-rent to saving it from other parts of his 
expenditure, he indirectly lowers ground-rent, or retards its increase ; just 
as a diminished consumption of agricultural produce, by making cultiva- 
tion retrograde, woulcf lower ordinary rent. 

A house-tax, if justly proportioned to the value of the house, is one of 
the fairest and most unobjectionable of all taxes. No part of a person’s 
expenditure is a better entenon of his means, or bears, on the whole, more 
nearly 'the same proportion to them. A house-tax is a nearer approach 
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to a fair income-tax, than a dirgct assessment on income can easily be ; 
having the great advantage, that it makes spontaneously all the allowances 
which It IS so difficult to make, and so impracticable to make exactly, in 
assessing an income-tax : for if what a person pays in house-rent is a lest 
of anything, it is a test not of what he possesses, but of what he thinks he 
can afford to spend. To the equality of this tax, there are but two 
decided objections. • The first is, that a miser may escape it. This 
objection applies to all taxfes on expenditure : nothing but a direct tax on 
income can reach a miser. But this, though a real, is not a great defect ; 
for there are few misers ; and as they do not now hoard their treasure, 
but invest it in employments in which it feeds productive labourers, and 
adds to the national wealth, and consequently to the general means of 
paying taxes, the inconvenience of its paying no taxes of its own is in some 
degree compensated for. The second objection is that a person may 
require a larger and more expensive house, not from having greater means, 
but from having a laiger family. Of this, however, he is not entitled to 
complain ; since having a large family is at a person’s own choice : and, 
so far as concerns the public interest, is a thing rather to be discouiaged 
than promoted * 

Though the house-tax which formerly existed in this country has been 
repealed, a large .portion of the taxation of the country is still raised by 
a house-tax ; the parochial taxation of the towns entirely, and of the rural 
districts partially, consisting of an assessment on house-rent. The window- 
tax is also a house-tax, but of a bad kindf operafmg as a tax on light, and 
a cause of deformity in building. It would be a most advantageous 
exchange to abolish the window-tax and the present income-tax, and 
replace them by a house-tax of equivalent amount In doing so, it would 
be necessary to avoid the unjust principle pn which the old house-tax was 
assessed, and which contributed quite as much as the selfishness of the 
middle classes to produce the outcry against the tax in 1834. The public 
were justly scandalized on learning that residences like Chatsworth or 
Belvoir were only rated on an imaginary rent of perhaps 200/, a-year, 
under the pretext that owing to the great expense of keeping them up, 
they could not be let for more. Probably, indeed, they could not be let even 
for that, and if the argument were a fair one, they ought not to have been 
taxed at all. But a house-tax is not intended as a tax on incomes dern cd 
from houses, but on expenditure incurred for them. The thing which it 
is wished to ascertain is what a house costs to the person who lives in it, 
not what it would bring in if let to some one else! When the occupier is 
not the owner, the rent he pays is the measure of what it costs him ; uhen 
he is the owner, some other measure must be sought. • A valuation should 
be made of the house, not at what it would sell for, but at what would be 
the cost of rebuilding it, and thft valuation might be coirected each year 

* It has been also objected that house-rent in the rural districts is much lower 
than in towns, and lower in some towns and in some rural districts than in otheis : 
so that a tax proportioned to it would have a corresponding inequality of pressure. 
To this, however, it may be answered, that in places where house-rent is low, 
persons of the same amount of income usually live m larger and better houses, and 
thus expend in hmise-rent more nearly the same proportSin of their incomes than 
might at first sight appear. Or if not, the probability will be, that many of them 
live in those places precisely because they are too poor to live elsewhere, and have 
therefore the strongest claim to be taxed lightly. In some cases, it is precisely be* 
cause the people are poor that house-rent remains low. • 
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by an allowance for what it had lost in val^e by time, or gained by repairs 
and improvements. The amount of the amended valuation would form a 
principal sum, the interest of which, at the current price of the public 
funds, would form the annual value at which the building should be 
assessed to the tax. 

As incomes below a certain amount ought to be exempt from income- 
tax, so ought houses below a certair^ value from house -tax, on the 
universal principle of sparing from all taxatioil the absolute necessaries 
of healthful existence. In order that the occupiers of lodgings, as well as 
of houses, might benefit, as in justice they ought, by this exemption, it 
might be optional with the owners to have every portion of a house which 
is occupied by a separate tenant, valued and assessed separately, as is now 
usually the case with chambers. 


CHAPTER IV. 

OF TAXES ON COMMODITIES. 

§ .1. By taxes on commodities are commonly meant, those which are 
levied either on the producers, or on the carriers or dealers who intervene 
between them and the final purchasers for consumption. Taxes imposed 
directly on the consumer? of pa^'ticular commodities, such as a house-tax, 
or the tax in this country on horses and carriages, might be called taxes 
on commodities, but are not ; the phrase being, by custom, confined to 
indirect taxes— those which are advanced by one person, to be, as is 
expected and intended, reimbuised by anothei. Taxes on commodities 
are either on production within the country, or on importation into it, or 
on conveyance or sale within it ; and are classed respectively as excise, 
customs, or tolls and transit duties. To whichever class they belong, 
and at whatever stage in the progress of the commodity they may 
be imposed, they are equivalent to an increase of the cost of production j 
using that term in its most enlarged sense, which includes the cost of 
transport and distribution, or, in common phrase, of bringing the com- 
modity to market. 

When the cost of production is increased artificially by a tax, the effect 
is the same as when it is increased by natural causes. If only one or a 
few commodities are aTected, their value and price rise, so as to com- 
pensate the producer or dealer for the peculiar burthen ; iDut if there were 
a tax on all comrpodities, exactly proportioned to their value, no such 
compensation would be obtained : there would neither be a general rise 
of values, which is an absurdity, nor ofi^prices, which depend on causes 
entirely different There would, however, as Mr. McCulloch has pointed 
out, be a disturbance of values, some felling, others rising, owing to 
a circumstance, the effect of which on values and prices we formerly 
discussed ; the different durability of the capital employed in different 
occupations. The gross produce of industry consists of two parts : one 
portion serving to replace the capital consumed, while the other portion is 
profit. Now equal capitals in two branches of production must have equal 
expectations of profit : but if a greater portion of the one than of the other 
is fixed capital, or if that fixed capital is more durable, there will be a less 
consumption of capital in the year, and less will be required to replace it, 
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so that the profit, to be absolutely the same, must form a greater propor- 
tion of the annual returns. To* derive from a capital of i,ooo/. a profit of 
loo/., the one producer may have to sell produce to the value of i,ioo/., 
the other only to the value of 500/. If on these two branches of industry 
a tax be imposed of five per cent, ad valorem^ the last will be charged 
only with 25/., the fiist with 55/. ; leaving to the one 75/. profit, to the 
other only 45/, To,, equalize, therefore, their expectation of profit, the 
one commodity must nse in price, or the other must fall, or both : com- 
modities made chiefly by immediate labour must rise in value, as com- 
pared with those which are chiefly made by machinery. It is unnecessary 
to prosecute this branch of the inquiry any further. 

§ 2. A tax on any one commodity, whether laid on its production, its 
importation, its carriage from place to place, or its sale, and whether the 
tax be a fixed sum of money for a given quantity of the commodity, or an 
ad valorem duty, will, as a general rule, raise the value and price of the 
commodity by at least the amount of the tax. There are few cases in 
which it does not raise them by more than that amount. In the first 
place, there are few taxes on production on account of which it is not 
found or deemed necessary to impose restrictive regulations on the manu- 
facturers or dealers, in order to check evasions of the tax. These regula- 
tions are always sources of trouble and annoyance, and generally of 
expense, for all of which, being peculiar disadvantages, the producers or 
dealers must have compensation in the price of their commodity. These 
restrictions also frequently interfere witk the processes of manufacture, 
requiring the producer to carry on his operations in the way most con- 
venient to the revenue, though not the cheapest, or most efficient for 
purposes of production. Any regulations whatever, enforced by law, 
make it difficult for the producer to adopt new and improved processes. 
Further, the necessity of advancing the tait obliges producers and dealers 
to carry on their business with larger capitals than would otherwise be 
necessary, on the whole of which they must leceive the ordinary rate of 
profit, although a part only is employed in defraying the real expenses of 
production or importation The price of the article must be such as to 
afford a profit on more than its natural value, instead of a profit on only 
its natural value. A part of the capital of the country, in short, is not 
employed in production, but in advances to the state, repaid in the price 
of goods ; and the consumers must give an indemnity to the sellers, equal 
to the profit which they could have made on the same capital if really 
employed in production. Neither ought it to be«forgotten, that whatever 
renders a larger capital necessary in any trade or business, limits the 
competition in that business ; and by giving something like a monopoly 
to a few dealers, enables them either to keep up the price beyond what 
would afford the ordinary rate of profit, or to obtaui, the ordinary late of 
profit with a less degiee of exertion for improving and cheapening their 
commodity. In these several inodes, taxes on commodities often cost to 
the consumer, through the increased price of the article, much more than 
they bring into the treasuiy of the state. There is still another considera- 
tion. The rise of price occasioned by the tax, almost always checks the 
demand for the commodity ; and since there are many improvements in 
production which, to make them practicable, reqmre a ceitain extent of 
demand, such improvements are obstructed, and many of them prevented 
altogether. It is a well-known fact, that the branches of production in 
which fewest improvements are made, are those with which the /evenue 
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officer interferes ; and that nothing, in general, gives a greater impulse to 
improvements in the production of a cojnmodity than taking off a tax 
which narrowed the market for it. 

§ 3. Such arc the effects of taxes on commodities, considered generally : 
but as there are some commodities (those composing the necessaries of 
the labourer) of which the values have an influence on the distribution of 
wealth among different classes -of the community, it is requisite to trace 
the effects of taxes on those paiticular arcades somewhat farther. If a tax 
be laid, say on corn, and the price rises in proportion to the tax, the rise 
of price may operate in two ways. First : it may low'er the condition of 
the labouring classes ; temporarily indeed it can scarcely fail to do so. 
If It diminishes their consumption of the produce of the earth, or reduces 
them to a food which the soil produces more abundantly, and thercfoie 
more cheaply, it to that extent contributes to throw back agriculture upon 
more fertile lands or less costly processes, and to lower the value and 
price of corn ; which therefore ultimately settle at a price, increased not 
by the whole amount of the tax, but by only a part of its amount. 
Secondly, however, it may happen that the dearness of the taxed food 
does not lower the habitual standard of the labourer’s requirements, but 
that w’ages, on the contrary, through an action on population, rise, in a 
shorter or longer period, so as to compensate the labourers for their por- 
tion of the tax ; the compensation being of course at the expense of profits. 
Taxes on necessaries must thus have one of two effects. Either they 
lower the condition of the labouring classes ; or they exact fiom the 
owmers of capital, in addifion to ‘the amount due to the state on their own 
necessaries, the amount due on those consumed by the labourers. In the 
last case, the tax on necessaries, like a tax on wages, is equivalent to a 
peculiar tax on profits ; which is, like all other partial taxation, unjust, 
and is specially prejudicial to the increase of the national wealth. 

It remains to speak of the effect on rent.^ Assuming (what is usually 
the fact,) that the consumption of food is not diminished, the same 
cultivation as before w^ill be necessary to supply the wants of the com- 
munity ; the margin of cultivation, to use Dr. Chalmers’ expression, 
remains where it was ; and the same land or capital which, as the least 
prodifttive, already regulated the value and price of the whole produce, 
will continue to regulate them. The effect which a tax on agricultural 
produce will have on rent, depends on its affecting or not affecting the 
difference between the retnni to this least productive land or capital, and 
the returns to other lands and capitals. Now this depends on the manner 
in which the tax is imposed. If it is an ad valorem lax, or what is the 
same thing, a fixed proportion of the produce, such as tithe for example, 
it evidently lowers torn-rents. F or it takes more corn from the better 
lands than from the worse ; and exactly in the degree in which they are 
better ; land of twite the fertility paying twice as much to the tithe. 
Whatever takes more from the greater of two quantities, than from the 
less, diminishes the difference between them. The imposition of a tithe 
on com would take a tithe also from corn-rent : for if you reduce a series 
of numbers by a tenth each, the differences between them are reduced 
one-tenth. 

For example, let there be five qualities of land, which severally yield, 
on the same extent of ground and with the same expenditure, 100, 90, So, 
70, and 60 bushels of wheat ; the last of these being the lowest quality 



TAJCES OH Commodities. 539 

• “ * 

which the demand for food renders it necessary to cultivate. The rent of 
these lands will be as follows : — 


The land ) 
producing j 

100 bushels 

i will yield j 
\ a rent of j 

■ 100 - 

60, or 40 bushels. 

That producing 

90 

n 

II 

90 - 

60, or 30 „ 

>1 

80 

n 

II 

80 - 

60, or 20 ,9 

» 

70 


II 

» 7 o - 

60, or 10 ,, 


6p 

>> 

» »» 

no rent. 


Now let a lithe be imposed, which takes from these five pieces of land 
10, 9, 8, 7, and 6 bushels respectively, the fifth quality still being the one 
^yhich regulates the price, but returning to the faimer, after payment of 
tithe, no more than 54 bushels : 

pTSnemg i 1 rferif j 9 ° " 54 . 36 bushels. 

producing | 90 » >i 8i, „ 8i - S4. or 27 „ 

„ 80 „ „ 72, „ 72 - 54, or 18 „ 

M 70 «f }i 63 * 91 63 ” 54» 9 >» 

and that producing 6o bushels, reduced to 54, will yield, as before, no 
rent. So that the rent of the fiist quality of land has lost four bushels ; of 
the second, three ; of the third, two ; and of the fourth, one : that is, each 
-has lost exactly one-tenth. A tax', therefore, of a fixed proportion of the 
produce, lowers, in the sahie proportion, corn-ient. 

But It 13 only corn-rent that is lowered, aixl not rent estimated in money, 
or in any other commodity. For, in the same propoition as corn-ient is 
reduced m quantiiy, the coin composing it is raised in >falue. Under the 
tithe, 54 bushels will be worth in the market what 60 were before ; and 
nine-tenths wall in all cases sell for as much as the whole ten- tenths 
previously sold for. The landlords wnll thereTore be compensated in value 
and price for w'hat they lose in quantity ; and will sufler only so far as 
they consume their rent in kind, or, after receiving it in money, expend it 
in agricultural produce : that is, they only suffer as consumers of agricul- 
tural produce, and m common with all the other consumers. Consideied 
as landlords, they have the same income as before ; the tithe, thciefore, 
falls on the consumer and not on the landlord. 

The same effect would be produced on rent, if the tax, instead of being 
a fixed proportion of the produce, were a fixed sum per quarter or per 
bushel. A tax which takes a shilling for every bushel, takes more shillings 
from one field than from another, just in proportiorf as it produces more 
bushels ; and operates exactly like tithe, except that tithe is not only the 
same proportion on all lands, but is also the same proportion at all limes, 
while a fixed sum of money per bushel will amount to a greater or less 
proportion, according as corn is ch€ap or dear. • 

There are other modes of taxing agricultuic, w'hich w'ould affect rent 
differently. A tax proportioned to the rent would fall wholly on the rent, and 
would not at all raise the price of corn, which is rcgulatei by the portion 
of the produce that pays no rent. A fixed tax of so much per cultivated 
acre, without distinction of value, w^ould have effects directly the reverse. 
Taking no more from the best qualities of land thiyi fiom the worst, it 
W'ould leave the difjpiences the same as before, and consequently the same 
orn -rents, and the landloids would profit to the foil extent of the rise of 
rice. To put the thing in another manner ; the price must rise, to enable 
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the worst l^d to pay the tax : thus enabling all lands which product ihOf^ 
than the worst, to pay not only the tax, but also an increased rent to the 
landlords. These, however, are not so much taxes on the produce of land, 
as taxes on the land itself. Taxes on the produce, properly so called, 
whether fixed or ad valorem^ do not affect rent, but fall on the consumer : 
profits, however, generally bearing either the whole or the greatest part ol 
the portion which is levied on the consumption of the labouring classes. 

§ 4. The preceding is, I apprehend, a correct statement of the manner 
in which taxes on agricultural produce operatd when first laid on. When, 
however, they are of old standing, their effect may be different, as was 
first pointed out, I believe, by Mr. Senior. It is, as we have seen, an almost 
infallible consequence of any reduction of profits, to retard the rate of ac- 
cumulation. Now the effect of accumulation, when attended by its usual 
accompaniment, an increase of population, is to increase the value and 
price of food, to raise rent, and to lower profits : that is, to do precisely 
what IS done by a tax on agricultural produce, except that this does not 
raise rent. The tax, therefore, merely anticipates the rise of price, and 
fall of profits, which would have taken place ultimately through the mcie 
progiess of accumulation ; while it at the same time prevents, or at least 
retards, that progress. If the rate of profit was such, previous to the im- 
position of a tithe, that the effect of the tithe reduces it to the practical 
minimum, the tithe will put a stop to all further accumulation, or cause it 
to take place out of the country ; and the only effect which the tithe will 
then have had on the consumer, is to make him pay earlier the price which 
he would have had to pay sonicwhat later — part of which, indeed, m the 
gradual progress of wealth and population, he would have almost imme- 
diately begun to pay. After a lapse of time which would have admitted 
of a rise of one-tenth from the natural progress of wealth, the consumer 
will be paying no more than Jie would have paid if the tithe had never 
existed ; he will have ceased to pay any portion of it, and the person who 
will really pay it is the landlord, whom it deprives of the increase of rent 
which would by that time have accrued to him. At every successive 
point in this interval of time, less of the burden will rest on the consumer, 
and more of it on the landlord : and m the ultimate result, the minimum 
of profits will be reached with a smaller capital and population, and a 
lower rental, than if the course of things had not been disturbed by the 
imposition of the tax. If, on the other hand, the tithe or other tax on 
agricultural produce does not reduce profits to the minimum, but to 
something above the minimum, accumulation will not be stopped, but 
only slackened : and if population also increases, the two-fold increase 
will continue to produce its effects— a rise of the puce of corn, and an 
increase of rent. These consequences, however, will not take place with 
the same rapidity as if the higher rate of profit had continued. At the 
end of twenty years the country will have a smaller population and 
capital, than, but for the tax, it would by that time have had ; the 
landlords will have a smaller rent ; and the price of com, having 
increased less rapidly than it would otherwise have done, will no longer 
be a tenth higher than what, if there had been no tax, it would by that 
time have risen to. A part of the tax, therefore, will already have ceased 
to fall on the consumer, and devolved upon the landloid ; and the propor- 
tion will become greater and greater by lapse of time. 

Mr. Senior illustrates this view of the subject by likening the effects oi 
tithes, or other taxes on agricultural produce, to those of natural sterility 
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of soil. If the land of a country were suddenly smitten with a permanent 
deterioration of quality, to sifi extent which would make a tenth more 
labour necessary to raise the existing produce, the price of corn, would 
undoubtedly rise one-tenth. But it cannot hence be inferred that if the 
soil of the country had from the beginning been one-tenth worse than it 
is, com would at present have been one-tenth dearer than we find it. It 
is far more probable, that the smaller raum to labour and capital, ever 
since the first settlement of i^e country, would have caused in each 
successive generation a 'less rapid increase than has taken place : that 
the country would now have contained less capital, and maintained a 
smaller population, so that notwithstanding the inferiority of the soil, the 
price of com would not have been higher, nor profits lower, than at 
present ; rent alone would certainly have been lower. We may suppose 
two islands, which, being alike in extent, in natural fertility, and industrial 
advancement, have up to a certain time been equal in population and 
capital, and have had equal rentals, and the same price of com Let us 
imagine a tithe imposed in one of these islands, but not in the other. 
There will be immediately a difference in the price of com, and therefore 
probably in profits. While profits are not tending downwards in either 
country, that is, while improvements in the production of necessaries fully 
keep pace with the increase of population, this difference of prices and 
profits between the islands may continue. But if, in the untithed island, 
capital increases, and population along with it, more than enough to 
counterbalance any improvements which lake place, the price of corn will 
gradually rise, profits fall, and rent w^ll inci^ease ; while in the tithed 
island capital and population will either not increase, (beyond what is 
balanced by the improvements,) or if they do, will increase m a less 
degree ; so that rent and the price of com will either not rise at all, or 
rise more slowly. Rent, therefore, will soon be higher in the untithed, 
than in the tithed island, and profits not so much higher, nor com so 
much cheaper, as they weie on the first imposition of the tithe. These 
effects will be progressive. At the end of every ten years there will be a 
greater difference between the rentals and between the aggregate 
wealth and population of the two islands, and a less difference in profits 
and in the price of corn. 

At what point will these last differences entirely cease, and the 
temporary effect of taxes on agricultural produce, in raising the price, 
have entirely given place to the ultimate effect, that of limiting the total 
produce of the country ? Although the untithed island is always verging 
towards the point at which the price of food would overtake that in the 
tithed island, its progress towards that point naturally slackens as it 
draws nearer to attaining it; since— the difference between the two 
islands in the rapidity of accumulation depending upon the difference in 
the rates of profit— in proportfon as these approximate, the movement 
which draws them closer together abates of its force. The one may not 
actually overtake the other, until both islands reach the minimum of 
profits : up to that point, the tithed island may continue more or less 
ahead of the untithed island in the price of com : considerably ahead 
if it is far from the minimum, and is therefore accumulating rapidly ; 
very little ahead if it is near the minimum, and accumulating slowly. 

But whateveJ* is true of the tithed and untithed islands in our hypo- 
thetical case, is true of any country having a tithe, compared with the 
same country if it had never had a tithe. 
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In England the great emigration of capital, and the almost periodical 
occurrence of commercial crises through tbe speculations occasioned by 
the hal)itually low rate of profit, are indications that profit has attained 
the practical, though not ultimate, minimum, and that all the savings 
which take place (beyond what improvements, tending to the cheapening 
of necessaries, make room for) ai'e cither sent abroad for investment, or 
periodically swept away. Theie can therefoie, I think, be little doubt 
that if England had never had a tithe, or 'Miy tax on Agricultural produce, 
the price of corn would have been by this lime ‘as high, and the rate of 
profits as low, as at present. Independently of the more rapid accumu- 
lation which would have taken place if profits had not been prematurely 
lowered by these imposts, the mere saving of a part of the capital which 
has been wasted in unsuccessful speculations, and the keeping at home a 
part of that which has been sent abroad, would have been quite sufficient 
to produce the effect. I think, therefore, with Mr. Senior, that the tithe, 
even before its commutation, had ceased to be a cause of high prices or 
low profits, and had become a mere deduction from rent ; its other 
effects being, that it caused the country to have no greater capital, or 
larger production, and no more numerous population than if it had 
been one-tenth less fertile than it is ; or let us rather say one-lwcnlieth 
(considering how great a portion of the land of Gieat Britain was 
lithe-free). 

But although tithes and other taxes on agricultural piodnce, when of 
long standing, do not raise the price of food or lower profits at all, or if at 
all, not in proportion to the tax, *{^01 the abrogation of such taxes, when 
they exist, docs not the less dimmish price, and, m gcneial, laise the rate 
of profit. The abolition of a tithe takes one-tenth from the cost of pio- 
duction and consequently from the price of all agiicultural produce ; and 
unless It peimanently raises tbe labourer’s requirements, it lowcis the 
cost of labour, .and raises profits Rent, estimated in money or in com- 
modities, generally remains as before ; estimated in agn cultural pioduce, 
it is raised. The countiy adds as much by the repeal of a tithe, to the 
margin which intervenes between it and the stationary state, as was cut 
off from that margin by the tithe when fiist imposed. Accumulation 
is greatly accelerated : and if population also increases, the pi ice of corn 
immediately begins to recover itself, and rent to rise ; thus gradually 
transferring the benefit of the remission, fiom the consumer to the 
landlord. 

The effects which thus ^result from abolishing tithe, result equally from 
what has been done by the arrangements under the late Commutation 
Act for converting it into a rent charge When the tax, instead of being 
levied on the whole produce of the soil, is levied only from the portions 
which pay rent, and does not touch any fresh extension of cultivation, the 
tax no longer forms afiy part of the cost of production of the portion of 
the produce which regulates the price of all the rest. The land or capital 
which pays no rent, can now send its produce to market one-tenth 
cheaper. The commutation of tithe ought therefore to have produced a 
considerable fall in the aveiage price of corn. If it had not come so 
gradually into operation, and if the price of corn had not during the same 
period been under the -influence of several other causes of change, the 
effect would probably have been markedly conspicuous. As it is, there 
can be no doubt that this circumstance has had its share in the fall which 
has taken place in the cost of pi eduction, and in the price, of home grown 
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produce ; though the effects of the great agricultural improvements which 
nave been simultaneously advancing, have masked those of the other 
cause. This fall of price would not m itself have any tendency injurious 
to the landlord, since corn-rents are increased in the same ratio in which 
the price of corn is diminished. But neither does it in any way tend to 
increase his income. The rent charge, therefore, which is substituted for 
tithe, is a dead loss to him ; and the commutation of tithe was not a 
mere alteration in the mode jn w'hich the landlord bore an existing 
buithen, but the imposition of a new one ; relief being afforded to the 
consumer at the expense of the landlord, who, however, begins immediately 
to receive progiessive indemnification at the consumer’s expense, by the 
impulse given to accumulation and population. 

§ 5. We have hitherto inquired into the effects of taxes on commodities, 
on the assumption that they are levied impartially on every mode in which 
the commodity can be produced or brought to market. Another class of 
considerations is opened, if we suppose that this impartiality is not main- 
tained, and that the tax is imposed, not on the commodity, but on some 
particular mode of obtaining it. 

Suppose that a commodity is capable of being made by two different 
processes ; as a manufactured commodity may be produced either by hand 
or by steam-power ; sugar may be made either from the sugar-cane or 
from beet- root, cattle fattened either on hay and green crops, or on oil- 
cake and the refuse of breweries. It is the interest of the community, 
that of the two mcthocTs, producers should adopt that which produces the 
best article at the lowest puce, Thi- being also the interest of the 
producers, unless protected against competition, and shielded from the 
penalties of indolence ; the process most advantageous to the community 
is that which, if left to themselves, they generally find it to their advantage 
to adopt. Suppose, however, that a tax is laid on one of the processes, and 
no tax at all, or one of smaller amouftt, on the other. If the taxed 
process is the one which the producers would not have adopted, the 
measure is simply nugatory. But if the tax falls, as it is of course 
intended to do, upon the one which they would have adopted, it creates 
an aitificial motive for preferring the untaxed process, although the 
inferior of the two. If, therefore, it has any effect at all, it causes the 
commodity to be produced of worse quality, or at a greater expense of 
labour ; it causes so much of the labour of the community to be wasted, 
and the capital employed in supporting and remunerating that labour to 
be expended as uselessly, as if it were spent in hiring men to dig holes 
and hll them up again. This waste of labour and capital constitutes an 
addition to the cost of production of the commodity, which raises its 
value and price in a coi responding ratio, and this the owners of the 
capital are indemnified. The loss falls on the consumers ; though the 
capital of the country is also •eventually diminished, by the diminution 
of their means of sa\ ing, and in some degree, of their inducements to 
save. 

The kind of tax, therefore, which comes under the general denomina- 
tion of a discriininating duty, transgresses the rule that taxes should take 
as little as possible from the tax-payer beyond ^vhat they bring into the 
treasury of the state. A discrim'inating duty rpakes the consumer pay 
two distinct ta^es, only one of which is paid to the government, and that 
frequently the less onerous of the two. If a tax iveie laid on sugar pro- 
duced from th^ cane, leaving the sugar from beet-root untaxed, then in 
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so far as cane sug^ar continued to be used, the tax on it would be paid to 
the treasury, and might be as unobjectionable as any other tax ; but if 
cane sugar, having previously been cheaper than beet root sugar, was 
now dearer, and beet-root sugar was to any considerable amount substi- 
tuted for it, and fields laid out and manufactories established in con- 
sequence, the government would gain no revenue from the beet-root 
sugar, while the consumers of if would pay a real tax. They would pay 
for beet-root sugar more than they had previously phid for cane sugar, 
and the difference would go to indemnify producers for a portion of the 
labour of the country actually thrown away, in producing by the labour 
of (say) three hundred men, what could be obtained by the other process 
with the labour of two hundred. 

One of the commonest cases of discriminating duties is that of a tax 
on the importation of a commodity capable of being produced at home, 
unaccompanied by an equivalent tax on the home production. A com- 
modity is never permanently imported, unless it can be obtained from 
abroad at a smaller cost of labour and capital on the whole than is 
necessary for producing it. If, therefore, by a duty on the importation, 
It is rendered cheaper to produce the article than to import it, an extra 
quantity of labour and capital is expended, without any extra result. 
The labour is useless, and the capital is spent in paying people for 
laboriously doing nothing. All custom-duties which operate as an en- 
couragement to the home production of the taxed article, are thus an 
eminently wasteful mode of raising a revenue. 

This character belongs ‘in a peculiar degree to custom-duties on the 
produce of land, uiyless countervailed by excise duties on the home 
production. Such taxes bring less into the public treasury, compared 
with what they take from the consumers, than any other imposts to which 
civilized nations are accustomed to submit. If the wheat produced in 
a country is twenty millions of quarters, and the consumption twenty-one 
n- illions, a million being annually iniported, and if on this million a duty 
is laid which raises the price ten shillings per quarter, the price which is 
raised is not that of the million only, but of the whole twenty-one millions. 
Taking the most favourable, but extremely improbable supposition, that 
the importation is not at all checked, nor the home production enlarged, 
the state gains a revenue of only half a million, while the consumers are 
taxed ten millions and a half ; the ten millions being a contribution to 
the home growers, who are forced by competition to resign it all to the 
landlords. The consumer thus pays to the owners of land an additional 
tax, equal to twenty times that which he pays to the state. Let us now 
suppose that the tax really checks importation. Suppose importation 
stopped altogether ifi ordinary years ; it being found that the million of 
quarters can be obtained, by a more elaborate cultivation, or by breaking 
up inferior land, at a ^ess advance than fen shillings upon the previous 
price— say, for instance, five shillings a quarter. The revenue now 
obtains nothing, except from the extraordinary imports which may 
happen to take place m a season of scarcity. But the consumers pay 
every year a tax of five shillings on the whole twenty-one millions of 
quarters, amounting to 5J millions sterling. Of this, the odd 250,000/. 
goes to compensate the growers of the last million of quarters for the 
labour and capital wasted under the compulsion of the laW. The remain- 
ing five millions go to enrich the landlords as before. 

Such is the operation of what arc technically termed Corn Laws, when 
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first laid on ; and such continues to be their operation, so lonjf as they 
have any eftcct at all in raising the price of com. lUit I am by no means 
of opinion that in the long run they keep up either prices or rents m the 
dcgiee which these considerations might lead us to suppose. What we have 
said respecting the effect of tithes and other taxes on agricultuial produce, 
applies in a gieat degree to corn laws : tiiey anticipate artificially a rise 
of price and of rcnt,^vhich would at all events have taken place through 
the increase of population *and oT production. The difference between a 
country without coin laws, and a country which has long had corn laws, 
is not so much that the last has a higher price or a larger rental, but that 
it has the same price and the same lental with a smaller aggiegate capital 
and a smaller population. The imposition of corn laws raises rents, but 
retards that progiess of accumulation which would in no long period have 
raised them fully as much. The repeal of corn laws tends to lower rents, 
but It unchains a force which, m a progressive state of capital and popu- 
lation, restores and even increases the former amount. There is every 
reason to expect that under the virtually free importation of agi icultural 
produce, recently extorted from the ruling powers of this counliy, the 
price of food, if population goes on increasing at its present rate, will 
gradually but steadily rise ; though this effect may for a time be postponed 
by the strong current which m this country has set in (and the impulse 
may extend itself to other countiies) towards the extension of agricultuial 
science, and its increased application to practice. 

What we have said of duties on iir^jortatibn generally, is equally 
applicable to discriminating duMcs which favour importation from one 
place or in one particular manner, in contiadistinction to others : such 
as the preference given to the produce of a colony, or of a country with 
which there is a commercial treaty : or the higher duties imposed by our 
navigation laws on goods imported in other than British shipping. What- 
ever else may be alleged in favour of such distinctions, whenever they 
are not nugatory, they are economically wasteful. They induce a resort 
to a more costly mode of obtaining a commodity, in lieu of one less 
costly, and thus cause a portion of the labour which the country employs 
in providing itself with foreign commodities, to be saciificed without 
retain. 

§ 6. There is one more point, relating to the operation of taxes on 
commodities conveyed from one country to another, ^\hlch lequires 
notice : the inlluence which they exert on international exchanges. Every 
tax on a commodity tends to raise its price, and •consequently to lessen 
the demand for it in the market in which it is sold. All taxes on inter- 
national trade tend, therefore, to produce a disturbancse and a re-adjust- 
ment of what \ve have teimed the Equation of International Demand. 
This consideration leads to some rather curious oonscquences, which 
have been pointed out in the separate essay on International Commerce, 
already several times referred to in this treatise. 

Taxes on foreign trade are of two kinds— taxes on imports, and on 
exports. On the first aspect of the matter it would seem that both these 
taxes are paid by the consumeis of the commodity ; that taxes on exports 
consequently fall entirely on foreigners, taxes on i;nports wholly on the 
home consumer.* The true state of the case, however, is much more 
complicated. 

‘By taxing exports we may, in certain ciicumstances, produce a divi- 
sion of the advantage of the trade more favouiable to ourscKes Im some 

iS 
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cases we may draw into our coffers, at the expense of foreigners, not only 
the whole tax, but more than the tax : in other cases, we should gain 
exactly the tax ; in others, less than the tax. In this last case, a part of 
the tax IS borne by ourselves : possibly the whole, possibly even, as we 
shall show, more than the whole.’ 

Reverting to the supposititiCRis case employed in the Essay, of a trade 
between Germany and England in broadcloth and linen, ‘ suppose that 
England taxes her export of cloth, the tax not being supposed high 
enough to induce Germany to produce cloth for herself. The price at 
which cloth can be sold in Germany is augmented by the tax. This will 
probably diminish the quantity consumed. It may diminish it so much 
that, even at the increased price, there will not be requued so great a 
money-value as before. Or it may not diminish it at all, or so little, that 
m consequence of the higher price, a greater money-value will be pur- 
chased than before. In this last case, England will gain, at the expense 
of Germany, not only the whole amount of the duty, but more ; for, the 
money-value of her expoits to Germany being increased, while her 
imports remain the same, money will flow into England from Germany. 
The price of cloth will rise in England, and consequently in Germany ; 
but the price of linen will fall in Germany, and consequently in England. 
We shall export less cloth, and import more linen, till the cquilibiium is 
restored. It thus appears (what is at first sight somewhat remarkable) 
that by taxing her exports, England would, in some conceivable circum- 
stances, not only gain ffom hdt foicign customers the whole amount of 
the tax, but would also get her imports cheaper. She would get them 
cheaper in two ways ; for she would obtain them for less money, and 
would have more money to purchase them with. Germany, on the other 
hand, would suffer doubly : she would have to pay for her cloth a price 
increased not only by the duty, but by the influx of money into England, 
while the same change in the distribution of the ciiculating medium 
would leave her less money to purchase it with. 

‘ This, however, is only one of three possible cases. If, after the im- 
position of the duty, Germany reqimes so diminished a quantity of cloth, 
that its total value is exactly the same as before, the balance of trade will 
be undisturbed ; England will gam the duty, Germany will lose it, and 
nothing more. If, again, the imposition of the duty occasions such a 
felling off in the demand that Germany requires a less pecuniary value 
than before, our exports will no longer pay for our imports ; money must 
pass from England int6 Germany ; and Germany’s share of the advan- 
tage of the trade will be increased. By the change in the distribution of 
money, cloth will fell m England ; and therefore it will, of course, fell in 
Germany. Thus Germany will not pay the whole of the tax. From the 
same cause, linen will rise in Germany, and consequently in England. 
When this alteration of prices has so adjusted the demand, that the cloth 
and the linen again pay for one another, the result is that Germany has 
paid only a part of the tax, and the remainder of what has been received 
into our treasury has come indirectly out of the pockets of our own con- 
sumers of linen, who pay a higher price for that imported commodity in 
consequence of the tax on our exports, while at the same time they, in 
consequence of the efflux of money and the fall of prices, have smaller 
money incomes wherewith to pay for the linen at that advanced price. 

‘ It is not an impossible supposition that by taxing our exports we 
might .iOt only gam nothing from the foreigner, the tax being paid out ot 
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our own pockets, but might evtn compel our own people to pay a second 
tax to the foreigner. Suppose, as before, that the demand of Germany 
for cloth falls off so much on the imposition of the duty, that she requires 
a smaller money value than before, but that the case is so different with 
linen in England, that when the price rises the demand either does not 
fall off at all, or so little that the money Value required is greater than 
before. The first efi^ct of layin^f on the duty is, as before, that the cloth 
exported will no longer pay for the linen imported. Money \i ill therefore 
flow out of England into Gemiany. One efiect is to raise the price of 
linen in Germany, and consequently in England. But this, by the suppo- 
sition, instead of stopping the efflux of money, only makes it gi eater, 
because the higher the price, the greater the money-value of the linen 
consumed. The iDalance, therefore, can only be restored by the other 
effect, which is going on at the same time, namely, the fall of cloth in the 
English and consequently in the German market. Even when cloth has 
fallen so low that its price with the duty is only equal to what its price 
without the duty was at first, it is not a necessary consequence that the 
fall will stop ; for the same amount of exportation as before will not now 
suffice to pay the increased money value of the imports ; and although the 
German consumers have now not only cloth at the old price, but likewise 
increased money incomes, it is not certain that they will be inclined to 
employ the increase of^heir incomes in increasing their pui chases of 
cloth. The price of cloth, therefore, must perhaps fall, to restore the 
equilibrium, more than the whole amount of the duty ; Germany may be 
enabled to import cloth at a lower price when it is ^xed, than when it 
was unlaxcd . and this gam she will acquire at the expense of the English 
consumeis of linen, who, m addition, will be the real payers of the whole 
of what is received at their own custom-house under the name of duties 
on the export of cloth.’ 

It is almost unnecessary to remark that cloth and linen are here merely 
representatives of exports and imports in general ; and that the effect 
which a tax on exports might have in increasing the cost of imports, would 
affect the imports from all countries, and not peculiarly the articles which 
might be imported from the particular country to which the taxed expoits 
were sent. 

‘ Such are the extremely various effects which may result to ourselves 
and to our customers from the imposition of taxes on our exports ; and 
the determining ciicumstances are of a nature so iq? perfectly ascertainable, 
that it must be almost impossible to decide with any certainty, even after 
the tax has been imposed, whether we have been gainers by it or loseis.’ 
In genera], however, there could be little douln that a*country which im- 
posed such taxes would succeed^ in making foreign countiies contribute 
something to its revenue ; but unless the taxed artidle be one for which 
their demand is extremely urgent, they will seldom pay the whole of the 
amount which the tax brings in.* ‘ In any case, whatever we gain is lost 
by somebody else, and there is the expense of the collection besides : if 
international morality, therefore, were rightly understood and acted upon, 
such taxes, as being contrary to the universal weal, would not exist.’ 

* Probably the , strongest known instance of a largjb revenue raised from 
foreigners by a tax on exports, is the opium trade with China. The high price 
of the article under the Government monopoly (which is equivalent to a high ex- 
port duty) has so little effect in discouraging its consumption, that it is said to have 
occasionally sold in China for as much as its weight in silver. » 
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Thus far of duties on exports. We now proceed to the more ordinary^ 
case of duties on imports. ‘ We have had ‘an example of a tax on exports, 
that is, on foreigners, falling in part on ourselves. We shall therefore not 
be surprised if wc find a tax on imports, that is, on ourselves, paitly falling 
upon foieigners. 

‘ Instead of taxing the cloth \yhich we export, suppose that we tax the 
linen which we import. The duly which we are no^^t supposing must not 
be what is termed a protecting duty, that is, duty sufTiciently high to 
induce us to produce the article at home. If it had this effect, it would 
destroy entirely the trade both in cloth and in linen, and both countries 
would lose the whole of the advantage which they previously gained by 
exchanging those commodities with one another. We suppose a duty 
which might diminish the consumption of the article, but which would 
not prevent us from continuing to import, as before, whatever linen we 
did consume. 

‘The equilibrium of trade would be disturbed if the imposition of the 
tax diminished, in the slightest degree, the quantity of linen consumed. 
For, as the tax is levied at our own custom-house, the German exporter 
only receives the same price as formerly, though the English consumer 
pays a higher one. If, therefore, there be any diminution of the quantity 
bought, although a larger sum of money may be actually laid out in the 
article, a smaller one will be due from England to Germany : this sum 
will no longer be an equivalent for the sum due from Germany to England 
for cloth, the balance therefore janust be paid in money. Prices will fall 
in Germany and rise in England ; linen will fall in the German market ; 
cloth will rise in the English. The Gennans will pay a higher price for 
cloth, and will have smaller money incomes to buy it with ; while the 
English will obtain linen cheaper, that is, its price will exceed what it 
previously was by less than th^ amount of the duty, while their means of 
purchasing it will be increased by the increase of their money incomes. 

‘ If the imposition of the tax does not diminish the demand, it will leave 
the trade exactly as it was before. Wc shall import as much, and export 
as much ; the whole of the tax will be paid out of our own pockets. 

‘ But the imposition of a tax on a commodity almost always diminishes 
the demand more or less ; and it can never, or scarcely ever, increase the 
demand. It may, therefore, be laid down as a principle, that a tax on 
imported commodities, when it really operates as a tax, and not as a pro- 
hibition either total or partial, almost always falls in part upon the 
foreigners who consume* our goods ; and that this is a mode m which a 
nation may appropriate to itself, at the expense of foreigners, a larger 
share than would qj:her\vise belong to it of the increase m the general 
productiveness of the labour and capital of the world, which results from 
the interchange of cqmmodities among actions.* 

Those are, therefore, in the right who maintain that taxes on imports 
are partly paid by foreigners ; but they are mistaken when they say, that 
it is by the foreign producer. It is not on the person from whom we buy, 
but on all those who buy from us, that a portion of our custom duties 
spontaneously falls. It is the foreign consumer of our exported com- 
modities, who is obliged to pay a higher price for them because we main- 
tain leveniie duties onToicign goods. ^ 

There are but two cases in which duties on commodities can in any 
degice, or m any manner, fall on the producer. One is, when the article 
is a strict monopoly, and at a scarcity price. The price in this case being 
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only limited by the desires of the buyer ; the sum obtained for the re- 
stricted supply being the utmost which the buyers would consent to give 
rather than go without it ; if the treasury intercepts a part of this, the 
price cannot be further raised to compensate for the tax, and it must be 
paid from the monopoly profits. A tax on rare and high priced wines 
v/ill fall wholly on the growers, or rather* on the owners of the vineyards. 
The second case iifTwhicJi the producer sometimes bears a portion of the 
tax, is more important : the case of duties on the produce of land or of 
mines. These might be so high as to diminish materially the demand for 
the produce, and compel the abandonment of some of the inferior qualities 
of land or mines. Supposing this to be the effect, the consumers, both in 
the country itself and in those which dealt with it, would obtain the produce 
at smaller cost ; and a part only, instead of the whole, of the duty would 
fall on the purchaser, who would be indemnified chiefly at the expense of 
the landowners or mine-owners in the producing country. 

Duties on importation may, then, be divided ‘ into two classes : those 
which have the effect of encouraging some particular branch of domestic 
industry, and those which have not. The former are purely mischievous, 
both to the country imposing them, and to those with whom it trades. 
They prevent a saving of labour and capital, which, if permitted to be 
made, would be divided in some proportion or other between the im- 
porting country and the countries which buy what that country does or 
might export. 

‘ The other class of duties are those which do not encourage one mode 
of procuring an article at the expense of another, buUallow interchange to 
take place just as if the duty did not exist, and to produce the saving of 
labour which constitutes the motive to international, as to all other com- 
merce. Of this kind are duties on thec» importation of any commodity 
which could not by any possibility be produced at home ; and duties not 
sufficiently high to counteib.ilance the difference of expense between the 
production of the article at home and Us importation. Of the money 
which IS brought into the treasury of any country by taxes of this last 
description, a part only is paid by the people of that country ; the re- 
mainder by the foreign consumers of their goods. 

‘Nevertheless, tins Litter kind of taxes are in principle as ineligible as 
the former, although not precisely on the same ground. A protecting 
duty can never be a cause of gain, but always and necessarily of loss, to 
the country imposing it, just so far as it is efficacious to its end. A non- 
protecting duty, on the contrary, would in most cases be a source of gain 
to the country imposing it, in so far as throwing part of the weight of its 
taxes upon other people is a gain ; but it would be a means which it could 
seldom be advisable to adopt, being so easily counteracted by a piccisely 
similar pioceeding on the other side. 

‘ If England, m the case already supposed, sought to obtain for herself 
more than her natural share of the advantage of the trade with Germany, 
by imposing a duty upon linen, Germany would only have to impose a 
duty upon cloth, sufficient to diminish the demand for that article about 
as much as the demand for linen had been diminished in England by the 
tax. Things vyould then be as before, and each country would pay its 
own tax. U nless, indeed, the sum of the two duties exceeded the entire 
advantage of the trade ; for in that case the trade, and its advantage, 
^ould cease entirely. 

‘There would be no advantage, thciefore, in imposing dutiiJs of this 
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kind, with a view to gain by them in the manner which has been pointed 
out. But when any part of the revenue is derived from taxes on com- 
modities, these may often be as little objectionable as the rest. It is 
evident, too, that considerations of reciprocity, which are quite unessential 
when the matter in debate is a piotecting duty, are of material importance 
when the repeal of duties of <his other description is discussed. A 
country cannot be expected to renounce tjie power of taxing foreigners, 
unless foreigners will in return practice towards ‘itself the same forbear- 
ance. The only mode m which a country can save itself from being a 
loser by the revenue duties imposed by other countries on its commodities, 
is to impose corresponding revenue duties on theirs. Only it must take 
care that those duties be not so high as to exceed all that remains of the 
advantage of the trade, and put an end to importation altogether, causing 
the article to be either produced at home, or imported from another and 
a dearer market.* 


CHAPTER V. 

OF SOME OTHER TAXES. 

§ I. Besides direct taxes on income, and taxes on consumption, the 
financial systems of most countries comprise a variety of miscellaneous 
imposts, not strictly included in either class. Ihe modern European 
systems retain many such taxes, though in much less number and variety 
than those semi-barbarous governments which European influence has 
not yet reached. Ifi some of these, scarcely any incident of life has 
escaped being made an excuse for some fiscal exaction ; hardly any act, 
not belonging to daily routine, can be performed by any one, without 
obtaining leave from some agenl of government, which is only granted in 
^ consideration of a payment : especially when the act requires the aid or 
the peculiar guarantee of a public authority. In the present treatise we 
may confine our attention to such taxes as lately existed, or still exist, in 
countries usually classed as civilized. 

In almost all nations a considerable revenue is drawn from taxes on 
contracts. These are imposed in various forms. One expedient is that 
of taxing the legal instrument which serves as evidence of the contract, 
and which is commonly the only evidence legally admissible. In Eng- 
land, scarcely any contract is binding unless executed on stamped paper, 
which has paid a tax to government ; and when the contract relates to 
property the tax rises, though in an irregular manner, with the pecuniary 
value of the property. There are also stamp duties on the legal instru- 
ments which are evidence of the fulfilment of contracts ; such as acknow- 
ledgments of receipt, and deeds of release Taxes on contracts are not 
always levied by means of stamps. The duty on sales by auction, 
abrogated by Sir Robert Peel, was an instance in point. The taxes on 
transfers of landed property, in France, are another : in England these 
are stamp-duties. In some countries, contracts of many kinds are not 
valid unless registered, and their registration is made an occasion for a tax. 

Of taxes on contracts,, the most important are those on the transfer of 
property ; chiefly on purchases and sales. Taxes on th- sale of con- 
sumable commodities are simply taxes on those commodities. If they 
CiTect only some particular commodities, they raise the prices of those 
commodipes, and are paid by the consumer. If the attempt were i ' 
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to tax all pui chases and sale®, which, however absurd, was for centuries 
the law of Spain, the tax, if it could be enforced, would be equivalent to a 
tax on all commodities, and would not affect prices : if levied from the 
sellers, it would be a tax on profits, if from the buyers, a tax on consump- 
tion ; and neither class could throw the burthen upon the other. If con- 
fined to some one mode of sale, as for example by auction, it discourages 
recourse to that* m«de, and if %f any material amount, prevents it from 
being adopted at all, unless in a case of emergency ; in which case as 
the seller is under a necessity to sell, but the buyer under no necessity to 
buy, the tax falls on the seller ; and this was the strongest of the objections 
to the auction duty : it almost always fell on a necessitous person, and in 
the very crisis of his necessities. 

Taxes on the purchase and sale of land arc, in most countries, liable to 
the same objection. Landed property m old countries is seldom paited 
with, except from reduced circumstances, or some urgent need : the 
seller, therefore, must take what he can get, while the buyer, whose object 
is an investment, makes his calculations on the interest which he can 
obtain for his money in other ways, and will not buy if he is charged w'ith 
a government tax on the transaction. It has indeed been objected, that 
this argument would not apply if all modes of permanent investment, such 
as the purchase of government sccuiities, shares in joint-stock companies, 
mortgages, and the lik^ were subject to the same tax. But even then, if 
paid by the buyer, it w’ould be equnalcnt to a tax on mtciest : if sufficiently 
heavy to be of any importance, it would disturb the established i elation 
between intcicst and piofit ; .and the disturbance \vould redress itself by 
a rise in the nate of interest, and a fall of the price of land and of all 
securities. It appears to me, therefore, that the seller is the person by 
whom such taxes, unless under peculiar* circumstances, will alw^ays be 
borne. 

All taxes must be condemned which throw obstacles in the way of the 
sale of land, or other instruments of production. Such sales tend 
naturally to render the property more productive. The seller, whether 
moved by necessity or choice, is probably some one who is either without 
the means, or without the c.apacity, to make the most advantageous use 
of the property for productive purposes ; while the buyer, on the other 
hand, is at any rate not needy ; and is probably a person both inclined 
and able to improve the pioperty, since, as it is w'orth more to such a 
person than to any other, he is likely to offer the highest price for it. All 
taxes, therefore, and all difficulties and expense's, annexed to such con- 
tracts, are decidedly detrimental ; especially in the case of land, the 
source of subsistence, and the original foundation of all wealth, on the 
improvement of which, therefo^*e, so much depends. Too gieat facilities 
cannot be given to enable lana to pass into the hands, and assume the 
modes of aggregation or division, most conducive to its productiveness. 
If landed properties are too large, alienation should be free, in order that 
they may be subdivided ; if too small, in order that they may be united. 
All taxes on the transfer of landed property should be abolished ; but, as 
the landlords have no claim to be relieved from any reservation which the 
state has hitherto made in ks own favour from the amount of their rent, 
an annual impoSt equiv.alent to the average produce'of these taxes should 
be distributed over the land generally, in the form of a land-tax.* 

* In our own country, the taxes on contracts are the more objectionable, be- 
cause, with that tendency to spare the rich which pervades our financial system, 
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Some of the taxes on contracts are veryrpernicious, imposing a virtual 
penalty upon transactions which it ought to be the policy of the legislator 
to encourage. Of this sort is the stamp duty on leases, which in a 
country of large properties are an essential condition of good agriculture ; 
and the tax on insurances, a direct discouragement to prudence and fore- 
thought. In the case of fire ifisumnces, the tax is exactly double the 
amount of the premium of insurance on common risks^ ; so that the person 
insuring is obliged by the government to pay foV the insurance just thiee 
tunes the value of the risk. If this tax existed in France, we should not 
see, as we do in some of her provinces, the plate of an insurance company 
on almost every cottage or hovel. This, indeed, must be asciibed to the 
provident and calculating habits produced by the dissemination of pro- 
perty through the labouring class : but a tax of so extravagant an amount 
would be a heavy drag upon any habits of providence. 

§ 2. Nearly allied to the taxes on contracts, are those on communica- 
tion. The principal of these is the postage tax ; to which may be added 
the tax on advertisements, and that on newspapeis, which are taxes on 
the communication of information. 

The common mode of levying a tax on the conveyance of letters, is by 
making the government the sole authorized earner of letters, and demand- 
ing a monopoly price. When this puce is so moderate as it is in this 
country under the uniform penny postage, scaicely if at all exceeding what 
would be charged under the freest competition by any private company, 

they are proportionately much heavier on the smaller tiansactions. Many stamp 
duties do not profess to be ad valoicm^ hut are fixed charges, whether the amount 
of the transaction be great or small. With respect to those which do pretend to 
be ad valorem ; * of the stamps on conveyances, the lowest, which attaches where 
the purchase money does not amount to 20/., is jos, ; where the purchase money 
amounts to 20/. and not to 50/., i/. ; where 50/. and not amounting to 150/., 
i/. 10s. ; and there are twenty-thiee other enumerated stamps, rising m amount hy 
unequal steps, the highest being 1000/., where the purchase money is 100,000/., 
beyond which, however high the purchase money may rise, the tax does not in- 
crease. , , , In the case of a 20/. purchase of freehold, the duty is 2/., or 10 per 
cent, on the value ; while on the 200,000/ or 300,000/. purchase (as on all con\ ey- 
ances of 150/. and upwards), the stamp is only i/. 15s., a fraction of the value too 
inconsiderable to deserve notice. It often happens also in conveyances of 
properties of small amount, that besides this conveyance, other deeds are required, 
as assignments or surrenders of terms, and covenants for the production of title 
deeds : and the stamps on t*rtese deeds arc the same whether the pin chase is 20/. 
or 20,000/.* In the stamp duties on bonds and mortgages, the inequality is still 
more glaring ; the laXttad va/orem being ‘ eighty times as great on the security for 
50/. as on that for 100,000/,’ — M'Culloch on laxaiion^ pp. 277-80. And in 
another place, ‘ The staipp duties in their praient form wholly want that com- 
pensating quality which has often been ascribed to them (and with which they 
might be endowed) of giving increased security to transactions. On the contrary, 
one would think they had been intended to serve as decoys with which to enlrap 
parties, and force them into the courts. The difficulty which they create of 
determining w'hat is and what is not a proper stamp, is itself a most prolific source 
of uncertainty, and consequently of litigation and expense * (p. 276). We may 
well add, with the same writer (p. 281), ‘it will be curious to see how long the 
present system will be permuted to continue.* 

It is a characteristic fact, that while the sale of land is taxed, its settlement, 
which prevents it from being sold, is one of the few legal tiansactions which are 
not liable ^<0 any tax. 
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It can hardly be considered as taxation, but rather as the profits of a 
business ; whatever excess thbre is above the ordinary profits of stock 
beings a fair result of the saving of expense, caused by having only one 
establishment and one set of arrangements for the whole country, instead 
of many competing ones. The business, too, being one which both can 
and ought to be conducted on fixed rules, is one of the very few 
businesses which it^is not unsuitable to a government to conduct. The 
post-office, therefore, is %t present one of the best of the sources from 
which this country derives its revenue. But a postage much exceeding 
what would be paid for the same service in a system of freedom, is not a 
desirable tax. Its chief weight falls on letters of business, and increases 
the expense of mercantile relations between distant places. It is like an 
attempt to raise a large revenue by heavy tolls : it obstiucts all operations 
by which goods are conveyed from place to place, and discourages the 
production of commodities in one place for consumption in another ; 
which is not only in itself one of the greatest sources of economy of 
labour, but is a necessary condition of almost all improvements in produc- 
tion, and one of the strongest stimulants to industry. 

A tax on advertisements is not free from the same objection, since in 
whatever degree advertisements are useful to business, by facilitating the 
coming together of the dealer or producer and the consumer, m that same 
degree, if the tax be high enough to be a serious discouragement to ad- 
vertising, It prolongs the period during which goods remain unsold and 
capital locked up in idleness. In this g)untry,the amount of the duty is 
moderate, and the abuse of advertising, which is quite as conspicuous as 
the use, renders the abolition of the tax, though right in principle, a matter 
of less urgency than it might otherwise be deemed. 

A tax on newspapers is objectionable, not so much wffiere it does fall 
as where it does not, that is, w’hcre it prevemts newspapers from being used. 
To the generality of those who now buy them, newspapers are a luxury, 
which they can as w^ell afford to pay for as any other indulgence, and which 
is as unexceptionable a source of revenue. But to that large part of the 
community who have been taught to read, but have received little other 
intellectual education, newspapers are the source of nearly all the general 
information wffiich they possess, and of nearly all their acquaintance 
with the ideas and topics current among mankind ; and an interest is 
more easily excited in new^spapers, than in books, or other more recondite 
sources of instruction. Newspapers do so little, and generally attempt so 
little, in the origination of useful ideas, that mauy persons undervalue the 
importance of their office in disseminating those ideas ; in correcting 
many prejudices and superstitions, and keeping up^that habit of discus- 
sion, and interest in public concerns, the absence* of which is a great 
cause of the stagnation of mind usually found in the lower and middle, if 
not in all, ranks, of those countries ^where newspap*ers of an important or 
interesting character do not exist. There ought to be no taxes which 
render this great* diffuser of ideas, of mental excitement, and mental 
exercise, less accessible to that portion of the public which most needs to 
be carried, as it were, out of itself, into a region of ideas and interests 
beyond its own limited horizon. 

§ 3. In the ^numeration of bad taxes, a conspicuous place must be 
assigned to law taxes ; which extract a revenue for the state from the 
various operations involved in an application to the tribunals. Like all 
peedless expenses attached to law proceedings, they are a tax on redress, 
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and therefore a premium on injury. Altjiough such taxes have been 
abolished in this country as a general source of revenue, they still exist 
in the form of fees of court, for defraying the expense of the courts of 
justice ; under the idea, apparently, that those may fairly be required to 
bear the expenses of the administration of justice, who reap the benefit 
of it. The fallacy of this doctcne was powerfully exposed by Bentham. 
As he remarked, those who are under t^ necessity, of going to law, are 
those w'ho benefit least, not most, by uie law and its administration. 
To them the protection which the law affords has not been complete, 
since they have been obliged to resort to a court of justice to ascer- 
tain their rights, or maintain those rights against infringement : while the 
remainder of the public have enjoyed the immunity from injury con- 
ferred by the law and the tribunals, without the inconvenience of an 
appeal to them. 

§ 4. Besides the general taxes of the state, there are in all or most 
countries local taxes to defray any expenses of a public nature which it 
is thought best to place under the control or management of a local 
authority. Some of these expenses are incurred for pui poses in 
which the particular locality is solely or chiefly interested ; as the 
paving, cleansing, and lighting of the streets ; or the making and repair- 
ing of roads and bridges, which may be important to people from any 
part of the country, but only in so far as they, or goods belonging to 
them, pass along the roads or oyer the bridges.' In other cases again, 
the expenses are of a kind as na^onally important as any others, but are 
defrayed locally, because supposed more likely to be well administered by 
local bodies : as in England, the relief of the poor and the support of 
gaols, and in some other countries of schools. To decide for what public 
objects local superintendence is best suited, and what are those which 
should be kept immediately under the central government, or under a 
mixed system of local management and central superintendence, is a 
question not of political economy, but of administration. It is an im- 
portant principle, however, that taxes imposed by a local authority, being 
less amenable to publicity and discussion than the acts of the govern- 
ment, should always be special — laid on for some definite service, and 
not exceeding the expense actually incurred in rendering the service. 
Thus limited, it is desirable, whenever practicable, that the burthen should 
fall on those to whom the service is rendered ; that the expense, for 
instance, of roads and bridges, should be defiayed by a toll on passengers 
and goods conveyed by them, thus dividing the cost between those 
who use them for pleasure or convenience, and the consumers of the 
goods which they enable to be brought to and from the market at a 
diminished expense. When, however, the tolls have repaid with interest 
the whole of the expendituie, the road or< bridge should be thrown open 
free of toll, that it may be used also by those to whom, unless open 
gratuitously, it w^ould be valueless; provision being made for repairs 
either from the funds of the state, or by a rate levied on the localities 
which reap the principal benefit 

In England, almost all local taxes are direct, (the coal duty of the City 
of London, and a fey similar imposts, being the chief exceptions,} 
although the greatest part of the taxation for general purposes is indirect. 
On the contrary, in France, Austria, and other countnes where direct 
taxation is much more largely employed by the state, the local expenses 
pf towns are principally defrayed by taxes levied on commodities when 
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entering them. These indirect taxes are much more objectionable in 
towns than on the frontier, because the things which the country supplies 
to the towns are chiefly the necessaries of life and the mateiials of manu- 
facture, while, of what a country imports from foieign countries, the 
greater part usually consists of luxuries. An octroi cannot produce a 
large revenue, without pressing severe]/ upon the labouring classes of 
the towns; unless Jheir wages rise proportionally, in which case the tax 
falls in a great measuie on the consumers of town produce, whether 
residing in town or country, since capital will not remain in the towns if 
its profits fall beyond their ordinary proportion as compared with the 
rural districts. 


CHAPTER VI. 

COMPARISON BETWEEN DIRECT AND INDIRECT TAXATION. 

^ § I. Are direct or indirect taxes the most eligible ? This question, at all 
times interesting, has of late excited a considerable amount of discussion. 
In England there is a popular feeling, of old standing, in favour of 
indirect, or it should rather be said in opposition to direct, taxation. The 
feeling is not grounded on the merits of the case, and is of a rather puerile 
kind. An Englishman detests, not so much the payment as the act of 
paying. He dislikes seeing the faej of t]je tax-collector, and being 
subjected to his peremptory demand. Perhaps, too, the money which he 
is required to pay directly out of his pocket is the only taxation which he 
is quite sure that he pays at all. That a tax of two shillings per pound on 
tea, or of three shillings per bottle on wine, raises the price of each pound 
of tea and bottle of wine which he consumes, by that and more than that 
amount, cannot indeed be denied ; it is the fact, and is intended to be so, 
and he himself, at times, is perfectly aware of it ; but it makes hardly any 
impression on his practical feelings and associations, serving to illustrate 
the distinction between what is merely known to be true and what is felt 
to be so. The ‘ ignorant impatience’ of direct taxation, contrasted with 
the easy manner in which the public consent to let themselves be fleeced 
in the prices of commodities, has generated in many friends of improve- 
ment a directly opposite mode of thinking to the foregoing. They contend 
that the very reason which makes direct taxation disagreeable, makes it 

E referable. Under it, every one knows how nyich he really pays ; and if 
e votes for a war, or any other expensive national luxury, he does so 
with his eyes open to what it costs him. If all taxes were direct, 
taxation would be much more odious than at present ; and there would 
be a security,* which now tjiere is not, for economy in the public 
expenditure. • 

Although this argument is not without force, too much stress, I cannot 
but think, is laid bn it : for, in the first place, its weight is likely to be 
constantly diminishing. The real incidence of indirect taxation is every 
day more generally understood and more familiarly recognised : and 
whatever else may be said of the progressive changes which are taking 
place in the t^dencies of the human mind, it tan scarcely, I think, be 
denied, that things are more and more estimated according to their 
calculated value, and* less according to their non-essential accompani- 
ments. The mere distinction, therefore, between paying money directly 
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to the tax-collector, and contributing the same sum through the inter- 
vention of the tea-dealer or the wine-merchant, will not continue to make 
the whole difference between dislike or opposition, and passive acquies- 
cence. But further, while this infirmity of the popular mind subsists, the 
argument grounded on it tells partly on the other side of the question. 
If our present revenue of abovj fifty millions were all raised by diiect 
taxes, an intense dissatisfaction would certainly arise pit having to pay so 
much ; but while men’s minds are so little guided by reason, as such a 
change of feeling from so irrelevant a cause would imply, it may be 
doubted if so great an aversion to taxation would not produce more evil 
than good. Of the fifty millions in question, nearly thirty are pledged, 
under the most binding obligations, to those whose capital has been 
borrowed and spent by the state : and while this debt remains unic- 
deemed, a greatly increased impatience of taxation would involve no little 
danger of a breach of faith, similar to that which, in the defaulting states 
of America, has been produced, and in some of them still continues, from 
the same cause. That part, indeed, of the public expenditure which is 
devoted to the maintenance of civil and military establishments, is still, in 
many cases, unnecessarily profuse, but though the total amount will bear 
great reduction, many items certainly require increase. There is hardly 
any public reform or improvement of the first rank, proposed of late 
years, and still remaining to be effected, which would not probably 
require, at least for a time, an increased instead of a diminished appropri- 
ation of public money. ^Whether the object be popular education ; 
emigration and colonization ; a more efficient and accessible adminis- 
tration of justice ; a more judicious treatment of cnminals ; improvement 
m the condition of soldiers and sailors ; a moie effective police ; reforms 
of any kind which, like the Slave Emancipation, require compensation to 
individual interests ; or, finally, what is as important as any of these, the 
entertainment of a sufficient staff of able and highly-educated public 
servants, to conduct in a better than the present awkward manner the 
business of legislation and administration . every one of these things 
implies considerable expense, and many of them have again and again 
been prevented by the reluctance wffiich existed to apply to Parliament 
for an increased grant of public money, though the cost would be repaid, 
often a hundred-fold, in mere pecuniary advantage to the community 
g^enerally. I fear that we should have to wait long for most of these things, 
if taxation were as odious as it probably would be if it weie exclusively 
direct. 

There is, however, a frequent plea jn support of indirect taxation, 
which must be altogether rejected, as grounded on a fallacy. We are often 
told that taxes on commodities are less burdensome than other taxes, 
because the contributor can escape from tk/em by ceasing to use the taxed 
commodity. He certainly can, if that be his object, deprive the govern- 
ment of the money ; but he does so by a sacrifice of his own indulgences, 
which (if he chose to undergo it) would equally make up to him for the 
same amount taken from him by direct taxation. Suppose a tax laid on 
wine, sufficient to add five pounds to the price of the quantity of wine 
which he consumes in a year. He has only (we are told) to dimmish his 
consumption of wine by 5/., and he escapes the burden.. True : but if 
the 5/., instead of being laid on wine, had been taken from him by an 
income-tax, he could, by expending 5/. less m wine, equally save the 
amount of the tax, so that the difference between the two cases is really 
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illusory. If the government takes from the contributor five pounds a year, 
whether in one way or another, exactly that amount must be retrenched 
from his consumption to leave him as well off as before ; and m either 
way the same amount of sacrifice, neither moie nor less, is imposed on 
him. 

On the other hand, it is a real advantage on the side of indirect taxes, 
that what they exact from the contributor is taken at a time, and in a 
manner, likely to bl con^enienuto him. It is paid at a time when he has 
at any rate a payment to make ; it causes, therefore, no additional trouble, 
nor any inconvenience but what is inseparable from the payment of the 
amount. He can also, except in the case of very perishable articles, 
select his own time for laying in a stock of the commodity, and conse- 
quently for payment of the tax The producer or dealer who ridvances 
these taxes, is, indeed, sometimes subjected to inconvenience ; but, m the 
case of imported goods, this inconvenience is reduced to a minimum by 
what is called the Warehousing System, under which, instead of paying 
the duty at the time of importation, he is only required to do so when 
he takes out the goods for consumption, which is seldom done until he 
has either actually found, or has the prospect of immediately finding, a 
purchaser. 

The decisive objection, however, to raising the whole or the greater part 
of a large revenue by direct taxes, is the impossibility of assessing them 
fairly. In the case of an income-tax, I have pointed out that the burthen 
can never be apportioned with any tolerable ^approach to fairness upon 
those whose incomes are derived from a business or profession; and this is 
in fact admitted by most of the advocates of direct taxation, who, I am 
afraid, generally get over the difficulty by leaving those classes untaxed, 
and confining their projected income-tax to ‘ realized property,’ m which 
form it certainly has the merit of being a very easy form of plunder. But 
enough has been said in condemnation of this expedient. We have seen, 
however, that a house-tax is a form of direct taxation not liable to the 
same objections as an income-tax, and indeed liable to as few objections 
of any kind as perhaps any of our indirect taxes. But it would be im- 
possible to raise, by a house-lax alone, the greatest part of the revenue 
of Great Britain, without producing a \ery objectionable over-crowding 
of the population, through the strong motive which all persons would 
have to avoid the tax by restricting their house accommodation. Besides, 
even a house-tax has inequalities, and consequently injustices ; no tax is 
exempt from them, and it is neither just nor politic to make all the in- 
equalities fall in the same places, by calling upon one tax to defray the 
whole or the chief part of the public expenditure. So much of the local 
taxation, in this country, being already in the forfn of a house-tax, it is 
probable that ten millions year would be fully as much as could 
beneficially be levied, through this medium, for general purposes. 

A certain amount of revenue may, as we have seen, be obtained with- 
out injustice by a*pecuhar tax on rent. Besides the present land tax, and 
an equivalent for the revenue now derived from stamp duties on the 
conveyance of land, some further taxation might, I have contended, at 
some future period be imposed, to enable the state to participate in the 
progressive increase of the incomes of landlords from natural causes. 
Legacies and inheritances, we have also seen, ought to be subjected to 
taxation sufficient tcT yield a considerable revenue. With these taxes, 
and a house-tax of suitable amount, we should, 1 think, have reached the 
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prudent limits of direct taxation, save in a national emergency so urgent 
as to justify the government in disregarding the inequality and unfairness 
inseparable from every practicable form of income-tax. The remainder 
of the revenue would have to be provided by taxes on consumption, and 
the question is, which of these are the least objectionable. 

§ 2. There are some forms of indirect taxation which must be peremp- 
torily excluded. Taxes on coiiimodities, for revenue purposes, must not 
operate as protecting duties, but must be fevied jmpahially on every mode 
in which the articles can be obtained, whether 'produced in the country 
itself or imported. An exclusion must also be put upon all taxes on the 
necessaries of life, or on the materials or instruments employed in pro- 
ducing those necessaries. Such taxes are always liable to encroach on 
what should be left untaxcd, the incomes barely sufficient for healthful 
existence ; and on the most favourable supposition, namely, that wages 
rise to compensate the labourers for the tax, it operates as a peculiar tax 
on profits, which is at once unjust, and detrimental to national wealth.* 
What remain are taxes on luxuries. And these have some properties 
which strongly recommend them. In the first place, they can never, by 
any possibility, touch those Avhose whole income is expended on neces- 
saries ; while they do reach those by whom what is required for neces- 
saries, is expended on indulgences. In the next place, they operate in 
some cases as a useful, and the only useful, kind of sumptuary law. I dis- 
claim all asceticism, and by no means wish to se^ discouraged, either by 
law or opinion, any indulgence (consistent with the means and obligations 
of the person using it) whi'ch is sOught from a genuine inclination for, and 
enjoyment of, the thing itself ; but a great portion of the expense of the 
higher and middle classes in most countries, and the greatest in this, is 
not incurred for the sake of the pleasure afforded by the things on which 
the money is spent, but from regard to opinion, and an idea that certain 
expenses are expected from them, as an appendage of station ; and I 
cannot but think that expenditure of this soit is a most desirable subject 
of taxation. If taxation discourages it, some good is done, and if not, no 
harm ; for in so far as taxes are levied on things which are desired and 
possessed from motives of this description, nobody is the worse for them. 
When a thing is bought not for its use but for its costliness, cheapness is 
no recommendation. As Sismondi remarks, the consequence of cheapen- 
ing articles of vanity, is not that less is expended on such things, but that 
the buyers substitute for the cheapened article some other which is more 
costly, or a more elaborate quality of the same thing ; and as the inferior 
quality answered the purpbse of vanity equally well when it was equally 
expensive, a tax on the article would really be paid by nobody : it would 
be a creation of public revenue by which nobody vrould lose.t 

* Some argue that the jnaterials and instrumAits of all production should be ex- 
empt from taxation ; but these, when they do not enter into the production of 
necessaries, seem as proper subjects of taxation as the finished article. It is 
chiefly with reference to foreign trade, that such taxes have been considered in- 
jurious. Internationally speaking, they may be looked upon as export duties, and, 
unless in cases in which an export duty is advisable, they should be accompanied 
with an equivalent drawback on exportation. But there is no sufficient reason 
against taxing the materials ^and instruments used m the produetjon of anything 
which is itself a fit object of taxation. 

t * Were we to suppose that diamonds could only be procured from one par- 
ticular and distant country, and pearls from another, and were the produce of the 
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§ 3. In order to reduce as much as possible the inconveniences, and 
increase the advantages, incident to taxes on commodities, the following 
are the practical rules which suggest themselves, ist. To raise as large 
a revenue as conveniently may be, from those classes of luxuries which 
have most connexion with vanity, and least with positive enjoyment ; 
such as the more costly qualities of all kyids of personal equipment and 
ornament, andly. JVhenever possible, to demand the tax, not from the 
producer, but directly ftom tHe consumer, since when levied on the 
producer it raises the price always by more, and often by much more, 
than the mere amount of the tax. Most of the minor assessed taxes in 
this country are recommended by both these considerations. But with 
regard to horses and carriages, as there are many persons to whom, from 
health or constitution, these are not so much luxuries as necessaries, the 
tax paid by those who have but one riding horse, or but one carriage, 
especially of the cheaper descriptions, should be low ; while taxation 
should rise very rapidly with the number of horses and carriages, and 
with their costliness, jrdly. But as the only indirect taxes which yield a 
large revenue are those which fall on articles of universal or very general 
consumption, and as it is therefore necessary to have some taxes on real 
luxuries, that is, on things which alford pleasure in themselves, and are 
valued on that account rather than for their cost ; these taxes should, if 
possible, be so adjusted as to fall with the same proportional weight on 
small, on moderate, and on large incomes. This is not an easy matter ; 
since the things which are the subjects pf the ^nore productive taxes, are 
in proportion more largely consumed by the poorer members of the com- 
munity than by the rich. Tea, coffee, sugar, tobaoco, fermented drinks, 
can hardly be so taxed that the poor shall not bear more than their due 

mines in the former, and of the fishery in the latter, from the operation of natural 
causes, to become doubly difficult to procuie, the effect would meiely be that in 
lime half the quantity of diamonds and pearls would be sufficient to mark a certain 
opulence and rank, that it had before been necessary to employ for that purpose. 
The same quantity of gold, or some commodity reducible at last to labour, would 
be required to produce the now reduced amount, as the former larger amount. 
Were the difficulty interposed by the regulations of legislators .... it could 
irake no difference to the fitness of these articles to serve the purposes of vanity.* 
Suppose that means were discovered whereby the physiological process which 
generates the pearl might be induced ad hbitum^ the result being that the amount 
of labour expended in procuring each pearl came to be only the five-hundredth 
part of what it was before. * The ultimate effect of < uch a change would depend 
on whether the fishery were free or not. Were it free to all, as pearls could be 
got simply for the labour of fishing for them, a string of them might be had for a 
few pence. The very poorest class of society could therefore afford to decorate 
their persons with them. They would thus soon become extremely vulgar and 
unfashionable, and so at last valueless. If, how^ever, \Vc suppose that instead of 
the fishery being free, the legislator owns and has complete command of the place, 
where alone pearls are to be procured ; as the progress of discovery advanced, he 
might impose a duty on them equal to the diminution of labour necessary to procure 
them. They would then l>e as much esteemed as they were before. What simple 
beauty they have would remain unchanged. The difficulty to be surmounted in 
order to obtain them would be different, but equally great, and they would there- 
fore equally ser¥e to mark the opulence of those wha possessed them.* The net 
revenue obtained by such a tax * would not cost the society anything. If not 
abused in its application, it would be a clear addition of so much to the resouicct 
of the community.’— Rae, Neuf Principles^of PoUtKal Economy^ pp, 369-71, 
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share of the burthen. Something might be done by making the duty on 
the superior qualities, which are used by the richer consumers, much 
higher m proportion to the value, (instead of much lower, as is almost 
universally the practice under the present English system) ; but in some 
cases the difficulty of at all adjusting the duty to the value, so as to 
prevent evasion, is said, with what truth I know not, to be insuperable ; 
so that It is thought necessary to levy the same fixed duty on all the 
qualities alike : a flagrant injustice to tjie poorer dass of contributors, 
unless compensated by the existence of other faxes from which, as from 
the present income-tax, they are altogether exempt. 4thly. As far as is 
consistent \\ ith the preceding rules, taxation should rather be concentrated 
on a few articles than diffused over many, in order that the expenses of 
collection may be smaller, and that as few employments as possible may 
be burthensomely and vexatiously interfered with. 5thly. Among hixuiies 
of general consumption, taxation should by preference attach itself to 
stimulants, because these, although in themselves as legitimate and 
as beneficial indulgences as any others, are more liable than most others 
to be used in excess, so that the check to consumption, naturally arising 
from taxation, is on the whole better applied to them than to other things. 
6thly. As far as other considerations permit, taxation should be confined 
to impoited articles, since these can be taxed vith a less degree of 
vexatious interference, and with fewer incidental Ixid eflccts, than when 
a lax IS levied on the field or on the workshop. Ci).stom duties are, artcris 
paribus^ much less objectionable than excise . but they must be laid only 
on things which either cahnot, o\ at least will not, be produced in the 
country itself ; or else their production there must be prohibited (as in 
England is the case* with tobacco), or subjected to an excise duty of 
equivalent amount 7thly. No tax ought to be kept so high as to furnish 
a motive to its evasion, too strong to be counteracted by ordinary means 
of prevention . and especially no commodity should be taxed so highly as 
to raise up a class of lawless characters, smugglers, illicit distillers, and 
the like. 

Among the excise and custom duties now existing in this country, some 
must, on the principles we have laid down, be altogether condemned. 
Among these are all duties on ordinary articles of food, whether for human 
beings or for cattle ; those on bricks and timber, the former as being 
vexatious, and both as falling on the materials of lodging, which is one of 
the necessaries of life ; all duties on the metals, and on implements made 
of them ; the tax on soap, which is a necessary of cleanliness, and on 
tallow, the material both bf that and of other necessaries ; the tax on 
paper, an indispensable instrument of almost all business and of most 
Kinds of instruction * 'but ornamental paper, for hangings, and similar 
purposes, might continue to be taxed. The duties which yield the greatest 
part of the customs and excise revenue, those on sugar, coffee, tea, wine, 
beer, spirits, and tobacco, aie in themselves, where a large amount of 
revenue is necessary, extremely proper taxes ; but at present grossly 
unjust, from the disproportionate weight with which they press on the 
poorer classes ; and some of them (those on spirits and tobacco) are so 
high as to cause an enormous amount of smuggling. It is probable that 
most of these taxes wouHbear a great reduction without any material loss 
of revenue. In what manner the finer articles of manufacture, consumed 
by the rich, might most advantageously be taxed, < I must leave to be 
decided by those who have the requisite practical knowledge. The 
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difficulty would be, to effect it without an inadmissible degiee of inter- 
ference with production. In countries which, like the United States, 
import the principal part of the finer manufactures which they consume, 
there is little difficulty in the matter : and even where nothing is im- 
ported but the raw material, that may be taxed, especially the qualities of 
It which are exclusively employed for thg fabrics used by the richer class 
of consumers. Thys, in England a high custom duty on raw silk would 
be consistent with principle ; aAd it might perhaps be practicable to tax 
the finer qualities of cotton or linen yarn, whether spun in the country 
itself or impoi ted. 


CHAPTER VI 1. 

OF A NATIONAL BELT. 

§ r. The question must now be considered, how far It is right or 
expedient to raise money for the purposes of go\ernmcnt, not by laying 
on taxes to the amount requiied, but by taking a portion of the capital of 
the country in the fonn of a loan, and charging the public revenue wdth 
only the interest. Nothing needs be said about providing for temporary 
wants by taking up money, foi instance by an issue of exchequer bills, 
destined to be paid offj'^at fuithest in a yeai or two, from the proceeds of 
the existing taxes. This is a convenient expedient, and w’hen the govern- 
ment does not possess a treasure or hoard, is often a necessary one, on 
the occurrence of extraordinary expenses, or of a temporary failure in the 
ordinary sources of revenue. What n e have to discuss is the propriety of 
contracting a national debt of a permanent character ; defraying the 
expenses of a war, or of any season of difficulty, by loans, to be ledeemed 
either very giadually and at a distant period, or not at all. 

This question has been already touched upon m the First Rook.* We 
there remarked, that if the capital taken in loans is abstracted from funds 
either engaged in production, or destined to be employed in it, their 
diversion "from that purpose is equivalent to taking the amount from the 
wages of the labouring classes. Borrowing, in this case, is not a substitute 
for raising the supplies within the year. A government which borrows 
does actually take the amount within the year, and that too by a lax 
exclusively on the labouring classes; than which it could have done 
nothing woise, if it had supplied its wants by»avowed taxation ; and in 
that case the transaction, and its evils, would have ended with the 
emergency ; while by the circuitous mode adopted, tjje value exacted fiom 
the labourers is gained, not by the state, but by the employers of labour, 
the state remaining chaiged vtith the debt besidej, and with its interest 
in perpetuity. The system of public loans, in such circumstances, may 
be pronounced the very worst which, in the present state of civilization, is 
still included in the catalogue of financial expedients. 

We however remarked that there are other circumstances in which 
loans are not chargeable with these pernicious consequences : namely, 
first, when what is borrowed is foreign capital, the overflowings of the 
general accumylation of the world ; or, secondly, 'when it is capital which 
either would not have ^been saved at all unless this mode pf investmewt 

* Supra, jjp. 63-5. 
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had been open to it, or, after beingf saved, lyould have been wasted in un* 
productive enterprises, or sent to seek employment in foreign countries. 
When the progress of accumulation has reduced profits either to the 
ultimate or to the practical minimum— to the rate, less than which would 
either put a stop to the increase of capital, or send the wliole of the new 
accumulations abroad ; govcrninent may annually intercept those new 
accumulations, without trenching on the employm^t or wages of the 
labouring classes in the countiy itself, of peril? ps in any other country. 
To this extent, therefore, the loan system may be earned, without being 
liable to the utter and peremptory condemnation which is due to it when 
it overpasses this limit. What is wanted is an index to determine 
whether, in any given series of years, as during the last war for example, 
the limit has been exceeded or not. 

Such an index exists, at once a certain and an obvious one. Did the 
government, by its loan operations, augment the rate of interest? If it 
only opened a channel for capital which would not otherwise have been 
accumulated, or which, if accumulated, would not have been employed 
wuthin the country ; this implies that the capital, which the government 
took and expended, could not have found employment at the existing rate 
of interest. So long as the loans do no more than absorb this surplus, 
they prevent any tendency to a fall of the rate of interest, but they cannot 
occasion any rise. When they do raise the rate of intciest, as they did in 
a most extraordinary degree during the late war, tins is positive proof that 
the government is a competitor fi)r capital with the ordinary channels of 
productive investment, and is cairying off, not merely funds which would 
not, but funds which'would, have found productive employment within the 
country. To the full extent, therefore, to which the loans of government, 
during the last war, caused the rate of interest to exceed w'hat it was 
before, and what it has been sihee, those loans cannot be relieved from 
the severest condemnation. I f it be objected that interest only rose because 
profits rose, I reply that this does not weaken, but strengthens, the argu- 
ment. If the government loans produced the rise of profits by the great 
amount of capital which they absorbed, by what means can they have had 
this effect, unless by lowering the wages of labour ? It will perhaps be said, 
that what kept profits high during the war was not the drafts made on the 
national capital by the loans, but the rapid progress of industrial improve- 
ments. This, in a great measure, was the fact ; and it no doubt alleviated 
the hardship to the labouring classes, and made the financial system 
which was pursued less dclively mischievous, but not at all less indefen- 
sible. These very improvements in industry, made room for a larger 
amount of capital ; ?ind the government, by draining aw-ay a great part of 
the annual accumulations, did not indeed prevent that capital from 
existing ultimately, (for it started into existence with great rapidity after 
the peace,) but prevented it from existing at the time, and subtracted just 
so much, while the war lasted, from distribution pmong productive 
labourers. If the government had abstained from taking this capital by 
loan, and had allowed it to reach the labourers, but had raised the 
supplies which it required by a direct tax on the labouring classes, it 
would have produced tljc very same economical effects, in every respect, 
which it did produce, except that we should not now have had the debt 
The course it actually took was therefore worse, by the whole of that 
great fact, than the very worst mode which it could possibly have adopted 
of raising! ^he supplies within the year. 
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When government loan? are limited to the overflowings of the national 
capital, or to those accumulations which would not take place at all unless 
suffered to overflow, they are at least not liable to this grave condemnation ; 
they occasion no privation to any one at the time, except by the payment 
of the interest, and may even be beneficial to the labouring class during the 
term of their expenditure, by employing h\ the direct purchase of labour, as 
that of soldiers, sailprs, etc., funds which might otherwise have quitted the 
country altogether. In diis ca%e therefore the question really is, what it 
is commonly supposed tp be in all cases, namely, a choice between a great 
sacrifice at once, and a small one indefinitely prolonged. On this matter 
it seems rational to think, that the prudence of a nation will dictate the 
same conduct as the prudence of an individual ; to submit to as much of 
the privation immediately, as can easily be borne, and only when any 
further burthen would distress or cripple them too much, to provide for the 
remainder by mortgaging their future income. It is an excellent maxim to 
make present resources suffice for present wants ; the future will have its 
own wants to provide for. On the other hand, it may reasonably be taken 
into consideration that in an improving country the necessary expenses of 
government do not increase in the same ratio as capital or population ; 
any burthen, therefore, is always less and less felt : and since those extra- 
ordinary expenses of government which are fit to be incurred at all, are 
mostly beneficial beyond the existing generation, there is no injustice in 
making posterity pay a^part of the price, if the inconvenience would be 
extreme of defraying the whole of it by ^he ex<irtions and sacrifices of the 
generation which first incurred it. 

§ 2. When a country, wisely or unwisely, has bufthened itself with a 
debt, is It expedient to take steps for redeeming that debt ? In principle 
it is impossible not to maintain the affirmative. It is true that the pay- 
ment of the interest, when the creditors itre members of the same com- 
munity, is no national loss, but a mere transfer. The transfer, however, 
being compulsory, is a serious evil, and the raising a great extra revenue 
by -any system of taxation necessitates so much expense, vexation, disturb- 
ance of the channels of industry, and other mischiefs over and above the 
mere payment of the money wanted by the government, that to get rid of 
the necessity of such taxation is at all times worth a considerable effort. 
The same amount of sacrifice which would have been worth incurring to 
avoid contracting the debt, it is worth while to incur, at any subsequent 
time, for the purpose of extinguishing it. 

Two modes have been contemplated of pacing off a national debt : 
cither at once by a general contribution, or gradually by a surplus 
revenue. The first would be incomparably the best, i{ it were practicable ; 
and practicable it would be, if it could justly be done by an assessment on 
property alone. If property bore the whole interest of the debt, property 
might, with great advantage to itself, pay it off ; since this would be 
merely surrendering to a creditor the principal sum, the whole annual 
proceeds of which were already his by law ; or would be equivalent to 
what a landowner does when he sells part of his estate, to free the 
remainder from a mortgage. But property, it needs hardly be said, does 
not pay, and cannot justly be required to pay, the whole interest of the 
debt. Some indeed affirm that it can, on the specious plea that the exist- 
ing generation is only bound to pay the debts of its predecessors from the 
assets it has received Ifpom them, and not from the produce of its own 
industry. But has no one received anything from previous generations 
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except those who have succeeded to property ? Is the whole dififereiice 
between the earth as it is, with its clearings and improvements, its roads 
and canals, its towns and manufactories, and the earth as it was when the 
first human being set foot on it, of no benefit to any but those who are 
called the owners of the soil? Is the capital accumulated by the labour 
and abstinence of all former gcinerations of no advantage to any but those 
who have succeeded to the legal ownership of part qf it ? And have we 
not inherited a mass of acquiied knowlecfgc, both scientific and empirical, 
due to the sagacity and industry of those who preceded us, the benefits of 
which are the common wealth of all? Those who are born to the owner- 
ship of property have, in addition to these common benefits, a separate 
inheritance, and to this difference it is right that advertence should be had 
in regulating taxation. We aie at liberty to assume that the general 
financial system of the country takes due account of this principle, and I 
have indicated, as in my opinion a proper mode of taking account of it, a 
considerable tax on legacies and inheritances. Let it be determined 
directly and openly what is due fiom property to the state, and from the 
state to property, and let the institutions of the state be regulated accord- 
ingly ; but let no principles, admitted in theory, be wounded mortally by 
a back-handed blow. Whate\ er is the fitting contribution from property 
to the general expenses of the state, in the same, and in no greater pro- 
portion should It contribute towards either the interest or the repayment 
of the national debt. ^ 

This, however, if admitted, is fatal to any scheme for the extinction of 
the debt by a general assessment on the community. Persons of projieity 
could pay their share of the amount by a sacnfice of property, and have 
the same net income as before ; but if those who have no accumulations, 
but only incomes, were required to make up by a single payment the 
equivalent of the annual charge* laid on them by the taxes maintained to 
pay the interest of the debt, they could only do so by inciiinng a private 
debt equal to their share of the public debt ; while, from the insufficiency, 
in most cases, of the security which they could give, the interest would 
amount to a much larger annual sum than their share of that now paid by 
the state. liesides, a collective debt defrayed by taxes, has over the same 
debt parcelled out among individuals, the immense advantage, that it is 
virtually a mutual insurance among the contributors. If the fortune of a 
contributor diminishes, his taxes diminish : if he is ruined, they cease 
altogether, and his portion of the debt is wholly transferred to the solvent 
members of the communixy. If it were laid on him as a private obligation, 
he would still be liable to it even when penniless. 

When the state possesses property, m land or otherwise, which there 
are not strong reasons of public utility for its retaining at Us disposal, 
this should be employed, as far as it will go, in extinguishing debt. Any 
casual gain, or godsend, is naturally devoted to the same purpose. 
Beyond this, the only mode which is both just and feasible, of extinguish- 
ing or reducing a national debt, is by means of a surjifiis icvenue. 

§ 3. The desirableness, /fer se, of maintaining a surplus for this purpose, 
docs not, I think, admit of a doubt. We sometimes, indeed, hear it said 
that the amount should rather be left to ‘fructify in the pockets of the 
people.’ This is a good argument, as far as it goes, againf t levying taxes 
unnecessarily for purposes of unproductive expenditure, but not against 
paying off a national debt. For, what is meant by the word fructify? 
If it meaps anything, it means praductive employment ; and as an argu- 
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taent against taxation, we musj understand it to assert, that if the amount 
were left with the people they would save it, and convert it into capital. 
It is probable, indeed, that they would save a part, but extremely im- 
probable that they would save the whole : while, if taken by taxation, 
and employed in paying dff debt, the whole is saved, and made pro- 
ductive. To the fundholder who receives the payment it is already 
capital, not revenue,^and he will make it ^fructify,' that it may continue 
to afford him an income. «The objection, therefore, is not only groundless, 
but the real argument 1% on the other side : the amount is much more 
certain of fructifying if it is not ‘left in the pockets of the people.’ 

It is not, however, advisable in all cases to maintain a surplus revenue 
for the extinction of debt. The advantage of paying off the national 
debt of Great Britain, for instance, is that it would enable us to get rid 
of the worse half of our present taxation. But of this worse half some 
portions must be worse than others, and to get rid of those would be a 
greater benefit proportionally than to get rid of the rest. If renouncing 
a surplus revenue would enable us to dispense with a tax, we ought to 
consider the very worst of all our taxes as precisely the one which we are 
keeping up for the sake of ultimately abolishing taxes not so bad as itself. 
In a country advancing in wealth, whose increasing revenue gives it the 
power of ridding itself from time to lime of the most inconvenient 
portions of its taxation, I conceive that the increase of re\enue should 
rather be disposed of by taking off taxes, than by liquidating debt, as 
long as any very objectionable imposts ^emaiiv In the present state of 
England, theiefore, 1 hold it to be good policy in the government, when 
it has a surplus of an apparently peimanent character, to take off taxes, 
provided these are rightly selected. Even when no taxes remain but such 
as aie not unfit to form part of a permanent system, it is Avise to continue 
the same policy by experimental reductioifs of those taxes, until the point 
is discovered at which a given amount of revenue can be raised with the 
smallest pressure on the contributors. After this, such suri)lus revenue 
as might arise from any further increase of the produce of the taxes, 
should not, I conceive, be remitted, but applied to the redemption of 
debt. Eventually, it might be expedient to appropriate the entire produce 
of particular taxes to this purpose ; since there would be more assurance 
that the liquidation would be persisted in, if the fund destined to it were 
kept apart, and not blended with the general revenues of the state. The 
taxes on legacies and inheritances would be peculiarly suited to such a 
purpose, since taxes paid as they are, out of •capital, w'ould be better 
employed in reimbursing capital than in defraying current expenditure. 
If this separate appropriation were made, any surplqp afterwards arising 
from the inci easing produce of the other taxes, and from the saving of 
interest on the successive porti»ns of debt paid off^ might foim a ground 
for a remission of taxation. 

It has been contended that some amount of national debt is desirable, 
and almost indispensable, as an investment for the saving's of the poorer 
or more inexperienced part of the community. Its convenience in that 
respect is undeniable ; but (besides that the progress of industiy is gradu- 
ally affording other modes of investment almost as safe and unt rouble- 
some, such as ihe shares or obligations of great* public companies) the 
only real superiority of an investment in the funds consists in the national 
guarantee, and this could be afforded by other means than that of a 
public debt, involving compulsory tivtation. One mode whi^h would 
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answer the purpose, would be a national bank of deposit and discounti 
with ramifications throughout the counfry ; which might receive any 
money confided to it, and either fund it at a fixed rate of interest, or 
allow inteiest on a floating balance, like the joint-stock banks ; the interest 
given being of course lower than the rate at which individuals can borrow, 
in proportion to the gi cater security of a government investment ; and 
the expenses of the establishment being defrayed by the difference 
between the interest which the bank wcvild pay, and that which it would 
obtain, by lending its deposits on mercantile,’ landed, or other security. 
There are no insuperable objections in principle, and I should think none 
in practice, to an institution of this sort, as a means of supplying the same 
convenient mode of investment now afforded by the public funds. It would 
constitute the state a great insurance company, to insure that part of the 
community who live on the interest of their property, against the risk of 
losing it by the bankruptcy of those to whom they might otherwise be 
under the necessity of confiding it. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE ORDINARY FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT, CONSIDERED AS TO 
THEIR ECONOMICAL EFFECTS. 

§ I. Before we discuss the ‘‘line of demarcation between the things 
with which governments should, and those with which they should not, 
directly interfere, it is necessary to consider the economical effects, whether 
of a bad or of a good complexion, arising from the manner m which they 
acquit themselves of the duties which devolve on them in all societies, and 
which no one denies to be incumbent on them. 

The first of these is the protection of person and property. There is 
no need to expatiate on the influence exercised over the economical 
interests of society by the degree of completeness with which this dufy of 
government is performed. Insecurity of person and property, is as much 
as to say, uncertainty of the connexion between all human exertion or 
sacrifice, and the attainment of the ends for the sake of which they are 
undergone. It means, uncertainty whether they who sow shall reap, 
whether they who produce shall consume, and they who spare to-day shall 
enjoy to-morrow. It means, not only that labour and frugality are not 
the road to acquisition, but that violence is. When person and property 
are to a certain degree insecure, all the possessions of the weak are at the 
mercy of the strong." No one can keep what he has produced, unless he 
is more capable of defending it, than others who give no part of their time 
and exertions to useful industry are of takmg it from him. The productive 
classes, therefore, when the insecurity surpasses a certain point, being 
unequal to their own protection against the predatory population, are 
obliged to place themselves individually in a state of dependence on some 
member of the predatory class, that it may be his interest to shield them 
from all depiedation except his own. In this manner, in the middle ages, 
allodial property generally became feudal, and numbers of the poorer 
freemen voluntarily made themselves and their posterity serfs of some 
military lord. * 

Nevertheless, in attaching to this great requisite, security of person and 
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property, the importance which is justly due to it, we must not forget that 
even for economical purposes there are other things quite as indispensable, 
the presence of which will often make up for a very considerable degree 
of imperfection in the protective arrangements of government. As was 
observed in a previous chapter,* the free cities of Italy, Flanders, and the 
Hanseatic league, were habitually in a state of such internal tuibulence, 
varied by such destructive external wars, that person and property enjoyed 
very imperfect protectioi?; yet Muring several centuries they increased 
rapidly in wealth and -prosperity, brought many of the industrial arts to a 
high degree of advancement, carried on distant and dangerous voyages 
of exploration and commerce with extraordinary success, became an over- 
match in power for the greatest feudal lords, and could defend themselves 
even against the sovereigns of Europe : because in the midst of turmoil 
and violence, the citizens of those towns enjoyed a certain rude freedom, 
under conditions of union and co-operation, which, taken together, made 
them a brave, energetic, and high-spirited people, and fostered a great 
amount of public spirit and patriotism. The prosperity of these and other 
free states in a lawless age, shows that a certain degree of insecurity, in 
some combinations of circumstances, has good as well as bad effects, by 
making energy and practical ability the conditions of safety. Insecurity 
paralyzes, only when it is such m nature and in degree, that no energy, of 
which mankind in general are capable, affords any tolerable means of 
self-protection. And thh is a main reason why oppression by the govern- 
ment, whose power is generally irresis^ble by any efforts that can be 
made by individuals, has so much more baneful an effect on the springs 
of national prosperity, than almost any degree of lawlessness and turbu- 
lence under fiee institutions. Nations have acquired some wealth, and 
made some progress in improvement, in states of social union so imperfect 
as to border on ‘anarchy ; but no countHes in which the people weie 
habitually exposed to arbitrary exactions from the officers of government, 
ever yet continued to have industry or wealth. A few generations of such 
a government never fail to extinguish both. Some of the fairest, and 
once the most prosperous, regions of the earth, have, under the Roman 
and afterwards under the Turkish dominion, been reduced to a desert, 
solely by that cause. I say solely, because they would have recovered 
with the utmost rapidity, as countries always do, from the devastations of 
war, or any other temporary calamities. Difficulties and hardships are 
often but an incentive to exertion : what is fatal to it, is the belief that it 
will not be suffered to produce its fruits. • 

§ 2. Simple over- taxation by government, though a great evil, is not 
comparable in the economical part of its mischiefs to exactions much 
more moderate in amount, but which either subject the contiibiitor to the 
arbitrary mandate of government officers, or are go laid on as to place 
skill, industry, and frugality at a disadvantage. The burthen of taxation 
in our own countrjgis very great, yet as every one knows its limit, and is 
seldom made to pay more than he expects and calculates on, and as the 
modes of taxation are not of such a kind as much to impair the motives to 
industry and economy, the sources of prosperity are little diminished by 
the pressure of taxation ; they may even, as some^ think, be increased, by 
the extra exerflons made to compensate for the* pressure of the taxes. 
But in the barbarous despotisms of many countries of the East, where 
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taxation consists in fastening upon those wlpo have succeeded in acquiring 
something, in order to confiscate it, unless the possessor buys its release 
by submitting to give some large sum as a comprohiise, we cannot expect 
to find voluntary industry, or wealth derived from any source but plunder. 
And even in comparatively civilized countries, bad modes of raising a 
revenue have had effects similar in kind, though in an inferior degree, 
French writers before the Revolution represented the iaille as a main 
cause of the backward state of agriculture, and Df the wretched condition 
of the rural population ; not from its amount, but because, being pro- 
portioned to the visible capital of the cultivator, it gave him a motive for 
appearing poor, which sufficed to turn the sCc^e in favour of indolence. 
I'he arbitrary powers also of fiscal officers, of intendanis and subdeh[s;;udsy 
were more destructive of prospenty than a far larger amount of exactions, 
because they destroyed security : there was a marked supeiiority in the 
condition of the pays d'^taU^ which were exempt from this scourge. The 
universal venality ascribed to Russian functionaries, must be an immense 
drag on the capabilities of economical improvement possessed so 
abundantly by the Russian empire : since the emoluments of public 
officers must depend on the success with which they can multiply vexa- 
tions, for the purpose of being bought off by bribes. 

Yet mere excess of taxation, even when not aggravated by uncertainty, 
is, independently of its injustice, a serious economical evil. It may be 
carried so far as to discourage industry by insufficiency of reward. Very 
long before it reaches this "point, ut prevents or gicatly checks accumula- 
tion, or causes the capital accumulated to be sent for investment to foreign 
countries. Taxes which fall on profits, even though that kind of income 
may not pay more than its just share, necessarily dimmish the motive to 
any saving, except that which is made for investment in foreign countries 
where profits are higher. Holland, for example, seems to have long since 
reached the practical minimum of profits : already in the last century her 
wealthy capitalists had a great part of their fortunes invested in the loans 
and joint-stock speculations of other countries : and this low rate of profit 
IS ascribed to the heavy taxation, which had been in some measure forced 
on her by the circumstances of her position and history. The taxes, 
indeed, besides their great amount, were many of them on necessaries, a 
kind of tax peculiarly injurious to industry and accumulation. But when 
the aggregate amount of taxation is very great, it is inevitable that re- 
couise must be had for part of it to taxes of an objectionable character. 
And any taxes on consumption, when heavy, even if not operating on 
profits, have something of the same injurious effect, by driving persons of 
moderate means to live abroad, often taking their capital with them. 
Although I by no means join with those political economists who think 
no state of national existence desirable in which there is not a rapid 
increase of wealth, I cannot overlook the many disadvantages to an inde- 
pendent nation from being brought prematurely to % stationary state, 
while the neighbouring countries continue advancing. 

§ 3. The subject of protection to person and property, considered as 
afforded by a government, ramifies widely, into a number of indirect 
channels. It embraces,, for example, the whole subject of the perfection 
or inefficiency of the means provided for the ascertainment of rights and 
the redress of injuries. Person and property cannot be considered secure 
where the administration of justice is imperfect, either from defect of 
integrity or capacity in the tribunals, of because the delay, vexation, and 
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expense accompanying thplr operation impose a heavy tax on those who 
appeal to them, and make it preferable to submit to any endurable 
amount of the evils which they are designed to remedy. In England 
there is no fault to be found with the administration of justice, so far as 
integiity is concerned ; a result which the progress of social improvement 
may also be supposed to have brought about in several other nations of 
Europe. But legal gnd judicial imperfections of other kinds are abundant ; 
and, m England especiaWy, are^a large abatement from the value of the 
services which the government renders back to the people in return for 
our enormous taxation. In the first place, the incognoscibility (as Bentham 
termed it) of the law, and its extreme uncertainty, even to those who best 
know It, render a resort to the tribunals often necessaiy for obtaining 
justice, when, there being no dispute as to facts, no litigation ought to be 
required. In the next place, the procedure of the tribunals is so replete 
with delay, vexation, and expense, that the price at which justice is at last 
obtained is an evil out-wcighing a very considerable amount of injustice ; 
and the wrong side, even that which the law considers such, has many 
chances of gaining its point, through the abandonment of litigation by the 
other party for want of funds, or through a compromise in which a sacri- 
fice is made of just rights to terminate the suit, or through some technical 
quirk, whereby a decision is obtained on some other grounds than the 
merits. This last detestable incident often happens without blame to 
the judge, under a system of law, of which a great part rests on no rational 
principles adapted to the piesent stati of society, but ^^as oiigmally 
founded partly on a kind of vhims and conceits, and partly on the 
principles and incidents of feudal tenure (which nowsurvue only as legal 
fictions) ; and has only been very imperfectly adapted, as cases arose, to 
the changes w'hich had taken place in society. Of all parts of the Eng- 
lish legal system,* the Court of Chancery,* which has the best substantive 
law, is incompaiably the woist as to delay, vexation, and expense ; and this 
is the only tribunal for most of the classes of cases which are in their natuie 
the most complicated, such as cases of partnership, and the great range 
and variety of cases which come under the denomination of tiust. 

Fortunately for the prospciity of England, the greater part of the 
mercantile law is comparatively modern, and was made by the tribunals, 
by the simple process of recognising and gi\ mg force of law to the usages 
which, from motives of convenience, had grown up among merchants 
themselves . so that this part of the law, at least, was substantially made 
by those who w’cic most interested in its goodr^sss : while the defects of 
the tribunals have been the less practically pernicious in reference to 
commercial transactions, because the importance of oredit, which depends 
on character, renders the restraints of opinion (though, as daily experience 
proves, an insuffic icnt) yet a vely powerful protection against those forms 
of mercantile dishonesty which are generally recognised as such. 

The imperfectioys of the law, both m its substance and m its proceduie, 
fall heaviest upon the interests connected with what is technically called 
real property; m the general language of European jurisprudence, 
immoveable property. With respect to all this portion of the vvealth of 
the community, the law fails egiegiously in the piotection which it undci- 
takes to provide. It fails, fust by the uncertainty, and the ma/e of 
technicalities, which m^ke it impossible for any one, at however gicat an 
expense, to possess a ttlle to land which he can positively know' to be 
unassailable. It fails, secondly, in oiuitting to provide due evidence of 
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transactions, by a proper registration of legal documents. It fails, thirdly^ . 
by creating a necessity for operose and expensive instruments and 
formalities (independently of fiscal burthens), on occasion of the purchase 
and sale, or even the lease or mortgage, of immoveable property. And, 
fourthly, it fails by the intolerable expense and delay of law proceedings, 
in almost all cases in which real property is concerned. Theie is no 
doubt that the greatest sufferers by the defects of tl\e higher courts of 
civil law are the landowners. Legal expenses, liither those of actual liti- 
gation, or of the preparation of legal instruments, form, I apprehend, no 
inconsiderable item in the annual expenditure of most persons of large 
landed property, and the saleable value of their land is greatly impaired, 
by the difficulty of giving to the buyer complete confidence in the title ; 
independently of the legal expenses which accompany the transfer. Yet 
the landowners, though they have been masters of the legislation of Eng- 
land, to say the least, since 1688, have never made a single move in the 
direction of law reform, and have been strenuous opponents of some of 
the improvements of which they would more particularly reap the benefit ; 
especially that great one of a registration of contracts affecting land, 
which when proposed by a Commission of eminent real-property lawyers, 
and introduced into the House of Commons by Lord Campbell, was so 
oftensive to the general body of landlords, and was rejected by so large a 
majority, as to have long discouraged any repetition of the attempt. 
This irrational hostility to improxement, in a case in which their own 
interest would be the most benefited by it, must be ascribed to an intense 
timidity on the subject of their titles, generated by the defects of the very 
law which they refuse to alter ; and to a conscious ignorance and 
incapacity of judgment, on all legal subjects, which makes them helplessly 
defer to the opinion of their professional advisers, heedless of the fact that 
every imperfection of the law, in proportion as it is burtliensome to them, 
brings gain to the lawyer. 

In so far as the defects of legal arrangements are a mere burthen on 
the landowner, they do not much affect the sources of production : but 
the uncertainty of the title under which land is held, must often act as a 
great discouragement to the expenditure of capital in its improvement ; 
and the expense of making transfers, operates to prevent land from 
coming into the hands of those who would use it to most advantage ; 
often amounting, in the case of small purchases, to more than the price of 
the land, and tantamount, therefore, to a prohibition of the purchase and 
sale of land m small portions, unless in exceptional circumstances. Such 

E urchases, however, are almost everywhere extiemely desirable, there 
eing hardly any coimtry in which landed property is not cither too much 
or too little subdivided, requiring either that great estates should be 
broken down, or that tmall ones should be bought up and consolidated. 
To make land as easily transferable as stock, would be one of the greatest 
economical improvements which could be bestowed on a country ; and 
has been shown, again and again, to have no insuperable difficulty 
attending it. 

Besides the excellences or defects that belong to the law and judicature 
of a country as a systw of arrangements for attaining direct practical 
ends, much also depends, even in an economical point of view, upon the 
moral influences of the law. Enough has been said in a former place/ on 
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the degree in which both the iritiustrial and all other combined operations 
of mankind depend for efficiency on their being able to rely on one 
anotherfor probity and fidelity to engagements; from which we see how 
greatly even the economical prosperity of a country is liable to be affected, 
by anything in its institutions by which either integrity and trustworthi- 
ness, or the contrary qualities, are encoftraged. The law everywhere 
ostensibly favours at*least pecuryary honesty and the faith of contracts ; 
but if It affords facilities* for evading those obligations, by trick and 
chicanery, or by the unscihpulous use of riches in instituting unjust or re- 
sisting just litigation ; if there are ways and means by which persons may 
attain the ends of roguery, under the apparent sanction of the law ; 
to that extent the law is demoralizing, even in regard to pecuniary 
integrity. And such cases are, unfortunately, frequent under the 
English system. If, again, the law, by a misplaced indulgence, protects 
idleness or prodigality against their natural consequences, or dismisses 
crime with inadequate penalties, the effect, both on the prudential and on 
the social virtues, requires no comment. When the law, by its own dis- 
pensation and injunctions, establishes injustice between individual and in- 
dividual ; as all laws do which recognise any form of slavery ; as the laws 
of all countries do, though not all in the same degree, in respect to the 
family relations ; and as the laws of many countries do, though in still 
more unequal degrees, ^as between rich and poor ; the effect on 
the moral sentiments of the people is still more disastrous. But these 
subjects introduce considerations so much larger and deeper than those 
of political economy, that I only advert to them m^ order not to pass 
wholly unnoticed, things superior in importance to those of which I 
treat * 


CHAPTER IX. 

THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 

§ I. Having spoken thus far of the effects produced by the excellences 
or defects of the general system of the law, I shall now touch upon those 
resulting from the special character of particular parts of it. As a 
selection must be made, I shall confine myself to a few leading topics. 
The portions of the civil law of a country which hre of most importance 
economically, (next to those which determine the status of the labourer, as 
slave, serf, or free,) are those relating to the two sul^cts of Inheritance 
and Contract. Of the laws relating to contract, none are more important 
economically, than the laws of partnership, and those of insolvency. It 
happens that on all these three points, there is just ground for condemning 
some of the proviswns of the English law. I cannot, therefore, select 
topics more suitable to be touched upon in the present treatise. 

With regard to Inheritance, I have, in an early part of this work, 
considered the general principles of the subject, and suggested what 
appear to me to be, in themselves, putting all prejudices apart, the best 
dispositions whith the law could adopt. Freedom of bequest as the 
general rule, but limited by two things ; first, that if there are descendants, 
who, being unable to provide for themselves, would become burthensome 
|o the state, the equivalent of whatevef the state would accord jto them 
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should be resei*ved from the property for tlifeir benefit : and secondly, that 
no one person should be permitted to acquire by inheritance more than 
the amount of a moderate independence. In case of intestacy, the whole 
property to escheat to the state : which should be bound to make a just 
ana reasonable piovision for descendants, that is, such a pro\ision as the 
parent or ancestor ou^ht to hhve made, their ciicumstances, capacities, 
and mode of brmginij up being considered. 

The laws of inheritance, however, have probably several phases of im- 
provement to go through, before ideas so faV removed from present 
modes of thinking will be taken into serious consideration : and as, among 
the recognised modes of determining the succession to property, some 
must be better and others worse, it is necessary to consider which of them 
deserves the preference. As an intermediate course, therefore, less 
eligible in itself, but better adapted to existing feelings and ideas, I would 
recommend the extension to all property of the present English law of in- 
heritance affecting personal property (freedom of bequest, and, in case of 
intestacy, equal division) : except that no rights should be acknowledged 
in collaterals, and that the property of those who have neither descendants 
nor ascendants, and make no will, should escheat to the state. 

The laws of existing nations deviate from these maxims m tw’o opposite 
ways. In England, and most of the countiies in which the influence of 
feudality is still felt in the law's, one of the objects aimed at in respect to 
land and other immoveable property, is to keep it together m large 
masses : accordingly, in cases 6f intestacy, it passes, geneially speaking 
(for the local custoqi of some places is different), exclusively to the eldest 
son. And though the rule of primogeniture is not binding on testators, 
w'ho in England have nominally the power of bequeathing’ their property 
as they please, any one proprietor may so exercise this pow’cr as to depiive 
his successors of it, by entailing the property on one particular line of his 
descendants . w’hich, besides preventing it from passing by inheiitance in 
any other than the prescribed manner, is attended with the incidental con- 
sequence of precluding it from being sold ; since each successive possessor, 
having only a life interest in the property, cannot alienate it for a longer 
peiiod than his owm life. In other countries, such as France, the law, on 
the contrary, compels division of inheritances ; not only, in case of in- 
testacy, sharing the property, both real and personal, equally among all 
the children, or (if there are no children) among all relatives in the same 
degree of propinquity ; jiut also not recognising any powei of bequest, or 
recognising it over only a limited portion of the property, the remainder 
being subjected to compulsory equal division. 

Neither of these Systems, I apprehend, was introduced, or is perhaps 
maintained, in the countries where it exists, from any general considera- 
tions of justice, or ari^ foresight of economical consequences, but chiefly 
from political motives ; in the one case to keep ujj large hereditary 
fortunes, and a landed aristocracy ; in the other, to» break these down, 
and prevent their resurrection. The first object, as an aim of national 
policy, I conceive to be eminently undesirable : so far as the second is 
desirable, I have pointed out what seems to me a better mode of attain- 
ing it. The merit or demerit, however, of either purpose, belongs to the 
general science of politics, not to the limited departmenr of that science 
which is the subject of the present treatise. Each of the two systems is 
a real and efficient instrument for the purpose intended by it ; but each, 
as it appears to me, achieves that’purpose at the cost of much mischiefi 
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§ 2. There are two arguments of an economical charactei, which are 
urged in favour of primogeniture. One is, the stimulus applied to the 
industry and ambition of younger children, by leaving them to be the 
architects of their own fortunes This argument was put by Dr. Johnson 
in a manner more forcible than complimentary to an hereditary aris- 
tocracy, when he said, by way of recommendation of primogeniture, that 
it ‘makes but one Tool in a fpfnily.’ It is curious that a defender of 
aristocratic institutions sh?)uld be the person to asseit that to inherit such 
a fortune as takes ai^ay any necessity for exertion, is generally fatal to 
activity and strength of mind : m the present state of education, however, 
the proposition, with some allowance for exaggeration, may be admitted 
to be true. But whatever force there is in the argument, counts in favour 
of limiting the eldest, as well as all the other children, to a mere pro- 
vision, and dispensing with even the ‘one fool’ whom Dr. Johnson was 
willing to tolerate. If unearned riches are so pernicious to the character, 
one does not see why, in order to withhold the poison from the junior 
members of a family, there should be no way but to unite all their 
separate potions, and administer them in the laigest possible dose to one 
selected victim. That it should be necessary to inflict this great evil on 
the eldest son, from sheer want of knowing what else to do with a large 
fortune, is surely the most arbitrarily conjured up of all embarrassments. 

Some writers, how’C\erj look upon the effect of primogeniture in stimu- 
lating industry, as depending, not so much upon the poverty of the 
younger child len, as upon the contrast' bcUvden that poverty and the 
riches of the elder ; thinking it indispensable to the activity and energy 
of the hive, that there should be a huge drone here a*nd there, to impress 
the working bees with a due sense of the advantages of honey. ‘ Their 
inferiority m po^nt of wealth,’ says Mr. M‘Culloch, speaking of the 
younger childien, ‘and their desire to escape from this lower situation, 
and to attain to the same level with then elder brothers, inspiies them 
with an eneigy and vigour they could not otherwise feel. I 3 ut the advan- 
tage of presen mg large estates from being fritteicd down by a scheme of 
equal division, is not limited to its influence over the younger children of 
their owners. It raises universally the standaid of competence, and gi\es 
new force to the spiings w’hich set industry in motion. The manner of 
living among the gieat landlords is that in wdnch every one is ambitious 
of being able to indulge ; and their habits of expense, though sometimes 
injurious to themselves, act as powerful incentives to the ingenuity and 
enterprise of the other classes, who never think' their fortunes sufficiently 
ample, unless* they will enable them to emulate the splendour of the 
richest landlords : so that the custom of primogeniture seems to render 
all classes more industrious, and to augment, at the same time, the mass 
of wealth and the scale of enjoyment.’* « 

The portion of truth, I will not say contained in these obseivations, 
but recalled by them, I apprehend to be, that a state of complete equality 
of fortunes would not be favourable to industry. Speaking of the mass, 
it is as true of wealth as of most other distinctions — of talent, knowledge, 
virtue— -that those who already have, or think they have, as much of it 
as any of then neighbours, wull seldom greatly exert themselves to 

* Piiuciple^of PoUticai Ecohc my ^ eel. 1S43, P- 264. Theie is much more to 
the same effect m the more^recent treatise by the same author, ‘ On the Succession 
to Property vacant by Death,’ • ^ 
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acquire more. But it is not therefore fiecessary that society should 
provide a set of persons with large fortunes, to fulfil the social duty of 
standing to be looked at, with envy and admiration, by the aspiring poor. 
The fortunes which people have acquired for themselves, answer the 
purpose quite as well, indeed much better ; since a person is more power- 
fully stimulated by the examplefof somebody who has earned a fortune, 
than by the mere sight of somebody whq, possesses 6ne ; and the former 
is necessarily an example of prudence and frugality as well as industry, 
while the latter much oftener sets an example of pfofuse expense, which 
spreads, with pernicious effect, to the very class on whom the sight of 
riches is supposed to have so beneficial an influence, namely those whose 
weakness of mind, and taste for ostentation, makes ‘ the splendour of the 
richest landlords’ attract them with the most potent spell. In America 
there aie few or no great hereditary fortunes ; yet industrial energy, and 
the ardour of accumulation, are not supposed to be particularly back- 
ward in that part of the world. When a country has once fairly entered 
into the industrial career, which is the occupation of the modem, as war 
was that of the ancient and mediaeval world, the desire of acquisition by 
industry needs no factitious stimulus : the advantages naturally inherent 
in riches, and the character they assume of a test by which talent and 
success in life are habitually measured, are an ample security for their 
being pursued with sufficient intensity and zeal. ^ As to the deeper con- 
sideration, that the diffusion of wealth, and not its concentration, is 
desirable, and that the most wlfolesome slate of society is not that in 
which immense fortunes are possessed by a few and coveted by all, but 
that in which the greatest possible numbers possess and are contented 
with a moderate competency, which all may hope to acquire ; I refer to it 
in this place only to show how widely separated on social questions is 
the entire mode of thought of the defender of primogeniture, from that 
v/hich is partially promulgated in the present treatise. 

The other economical argument in favour of primogeniture, has 
especial reference to landed property. It is contended that the habit of 
dividing inheritances equally, or with an approach to equality, among 
children, promotes the subdivision of land into occupations too small to 
admit of being cultivated in an advantageous manner. This argument, 
eternally reproduced, has again and again been refuted by English and 
Continental writers. It proceeds on a supposition entirely at variance 
with that on which all thf theorems of political economy are grounded. 
It assumes that mankind in general will habitually act in a manner 
opposed to their immediate and obvious pecuniary interest. For the 
division of the inheritance does not necessarily imply division of the 
land ; which may be held in common, as, is not unfrequently the case in 
France and Belgium ; ‘or may become the property of one of the coheirs, 
being charged with the shares of the others by the way of mortgage ; or 
they may sell it outright, and divide the proceeds. When the division of 
the land would diminish its productive power, it is the direct interest of 
the heirs to adopt some one of these arrangements. Supposing, however, 
what the argument assumes, that either from legal difficulties or from 
their own stupidity and*barbaiism, they would not, if left to themselves, 
obey the dictates of this obvious interest, but would insist upon cutting up 
the land bodily into equal parcels, with the effect, of impoverishing them- 
selves ; this would be an objection to a law such as exists in France, of 
compulsoiy division, but can be n6 reason why testators should be dis;* 
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couraged from exercising the right of bequest ill general conformity to the 
rule of equality, since it would always be in their power to provide that 
the division of the inheritance should take place without dividing the land 
itself. That the attempts of the advocates of primogeniture to make out 
a case by facts against the custom of equal division are equally abortive, 
has been shown in a former portion of -^this work. In all countries, or 
parts of countries, Iq which the division of mhentances is accompanied by 
small holdings, it is becawse sm?ill holdings are the general system of the 
country, even on the estvites of the great proprietors. 

Unless a strong case of social utility can be made out for primogeniture, 
it stands sufficiently condemned by the general principles of justice ; being 
a broad distinction in the treatment of one person and of another, 
grounded solely on an accident. There is no need, therefore, to make out 
any case of economical evil against primogeniture. Such a case, however, 
and a veiy strong one, may be made. It is a natural effect of piimo- 
geniture to make the landlords a needy class. The object of the institu- 
tion, or custom, is to keep the land together in large masses, and this it 
commonly accomplishes ; but the legal proprietor of a large domain is not 
necessarily the bond fide owner of the whole income which it yields. It is 
usually charged, m each generation, with provisions for the other children. 
It IS often charged still more heavily by the imprudent expeiyjiture of the 
proprietor. Great landowners are generally improvident in their ex- 
penses ; they live up tu^ their incomes when at the highest, and if any 
change of circumstances diminishes their resources, some time elapses 
before they make up their minds to retrench. Spendthrifts in other classes 
are ruined, and disappear from society; but the ^spendthiift landloid 
usually holds fast to his land, c\en when he has become a mere receiver 
of its rents for the benefit of creditors. The same desire to keep pp the 
‘ splendour! of tilt family, which gives rise to the custom of primogeniture, 
indisposes the owner to sell a part in order to set free the remainder ; 
their apparent are therefore habitually greater than their real means, and 
they are under a perpetual temptation to proportion their expenditure to 
the former rather than to the latter. From such causes as these, in almost 
all countries of great landowners, the majority of landed estates are 
deeply mortgaged ; and instead of having capital to spare for improve- 
ments, it requires all the increased value of land, caused by a rapid 
increase of wealth and population of the country, to preserve the class 
from being impoverished. 

§ 3. To avert this impoverishment, recourse w^as had to the contrivance 
of entails, whereby the order of succession was irrevocably fixed, and each 
holder, having only a life interest, was unable to burthen his successor. 
The land thus passing, free from debt, into the possession of the heir, the 
family could not be ruined by the improvidence of- its existing lepresen- 
tative. The economical evils arising from this disposition of property 
were partly of the^same kind, partly different, but on the wdiole greater, 
than those arising from primogeniture alone. The possessor could not 
now ruin his successors, but he could still rum himself : he was not at all 
more likely than in the former case to have the means necessary for 
improving the property ; while, even if he had, he was still less likely to 
employ them for that purpose, when the benefit was to accrue to a 
pel son whom the entail made independent of him, while he had probably 
younger children to provide for, in whose favour he could not now charge 
the estate. While thus disabled froimbeing himself an improv^tr, neither 
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could he sell the estate to somebody \vho«vould ; since entail precludes 
alienation. In general he has even been unable to grant leases beyond the 
term of his own life ; ‘for,* says Blackstone, ‘ if such leases had been valid, 
then, under cover of long leases, the issue might have been virtually 
disinherited .* and it has been necessary m Gicat Britain to relax, by 
statute, the rigour of entails, in» order to allow either of long leases, or of 
the execution of improvements at the expense of the estate. It may be 
added that the heir of entail, being assuicd of succeeding to the family 
property, however undeserving of it, and being» aware of this from his 
earliest years, has much more than the ordinary chances of growing up 
idle, dissipated, and profligate. 

In England the power of entail is more limited by law than in Scotland 
and in most other countries where it exists. A landowner can settle his 
properly upon any number of persons successively who are living at the 
time, and upon one unborn person, on whose attaining the age of twenty- 
one, the entail expires, and the land becomes his absolute pioperty. An 
estate may in this manner be transmitted through a son, or a son and 
grandson, living when the deed is executed, to an unborn child of that 
grandson. It has been maintained that this po\ier of entail is not 
suflicicntly extensive to do any mischief * in truth, however, it is much 
larger than \t seems. Entails very rarely expire ; the first heir of entail, 
when of age, joins with the existing possessor in resettling the estate, so 
as to prolong the entail for a further term. Lt^frge piopeities, therefore, 
are rarely free, for any considerable pciiod, from' the restraints of a stiict 
settlement ; and English entails are not, in point of fact, much less 
injurious than those 'of other countries. 

In an economical point of view, the best system ot landed pioperty is 
that in which land is most completely an oliject of commerce ; passing 
readily from hand to hand when a buyer can be found to whom it is 
worth while to offer a greater sum for the land, than the value of the 
income drawn from it by its existing possessor. This of course is not 
meant of ornamental pioperty, which is a souice of expense, not profit ; 
but only of land employed for industiial uses, and held for the sake of 
the income which it affords Whatever facilitates the sale of land, tends 
to make it a more productive instrument for the community at large ; 
whatever pi events or restiicts its sale, subtracts from Us usefulness. 
Now, not only has entail this effect, but piimogcniluie also. The desire 
to keep land together in large masses, fiom other motives than that of 
promoting its pioductivfiness, often prevents changes and alienations 
which would increase its efficiency as an instrument. 

§ 4. On the otheFihand, a law which, like the French, restiicts the 
power of bequest to a narrow compass, and compels the equal division of 
the whole or the greater part of the property among the childien, seems 
to me, though on different grounds, also very seriously objectionable. 
The only reason for recognising in the childien any ir^ght at all to more 
than a provision sufficient to launch them into life, and enable them to 
find a livelihood, is grounded on the expressed or presumed wish of the 
parent ; whose claim to dispose of what is actually his (or her) own, 
cannot be set aside by any pretensions of others to receive what is not 
theirs. To control the rightful owner’s liberty of gift, by* creating in the 
children a legal right superior to it, is to postpcviq a ical claim to an 
imaginary one. To this great and paramount objection to the law, 
numerous secondary ones may bj. added. Desirable as it is that the 
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parent should treat the childr^ with impartiality, and not make an eldest 
son or a favourite, impartial division is not always synonymous with equal 
division. Some of the children may be more capable than others of 
providing for themselves, or may have fewer wants, or possess other 
resources ; and impartiality may therefore require that the rule observed 
should not be one of equality,*but of comifensation. Even when equality 
is desirable, it is n«t precise or pedantic equality. The law, however, 
must proceed by fixed rulfcs. if one of the coheirs, being of a quarrel- 
some litigious disposition, stands upon his utmost rights, the law cannot 
make equitable adjustments ; it cannot apportion the property as seems 
best for the collective interest of the family ; if there are several parcels 
of land, and the heirs cannot agree about their value, the law cannot give 
a parcel to each, but every separate parcel must be either put up to sale 
or divided : if theie is a residence, or a park oi pleasure-ground, which 
would be destroyed, as such, by subdivision, it must be sold, possibly at 
a great pecuniary saciifice, and with the destruction to the whole family 
of local ties and attachments. But what the law could not do, the parent 
could. By means of the liberty of bequest, all these points may be 
determined according to reason and the general interest of the persons 
concerned ; and the spirit of the principle of equal division might be the 
better observed, because the testator was emancipated from its letter. 
Finally, it would not then be necessary, as under the compulsory system 
it is, that the law shoilld interfere authoritatively in the concerns of 
families, not only on the occurrence of* a death, but throughout life, in 
order to guard against the attempts of parents to frustrate the legal 
claims of their heirs, under colour of gifts and otlTer alienations zn/er 

VIVOS, • 

In conclusion ; all owners of property ^hould, I conceive, ha\e power 
to dispose by wiirof every part of it, but not to determine the person who 
should succeed to it after the deaths of all who were living when the will 
was made. Under what restrictions it should be alloivable to bequeath 
property to one person for life, with remainder to another person already 
in existence, is a question belonging to general legislation, not to political 
economy. Such settlements would be no greater hindrance to alienation 
than any case of joint ownership, since the consent of persons actually in 
existence is all that would be necessary for any new arrangement respecting 
the property. 

§ 5. From the subject of Inheritance I now pass to that of Contracts, 
and among these, to the important subject of fhe Laws of Partnership. 
How much of’good or evil depends upon these laws, and how important 
it is that they should be the best possible, is evident»to all who recognise 
in the extension of the co-operative principle the great economical 
necessity .of modern industry. The progress oS the productive arts 
requiring that many sorts of industiial occupation should be carried on 
by larger and large^r capitals, the productive powder of industry must suffer 
by whatever impedes the fonftation of large capitals through the aggrega- 
tion of smaller ones. Capitals of the requisite magnitude, belonging to 
single owners, do not, in most countiies, exist in the needful abundance, 
and would be still less numerous if the laws favoured the diffusion instead 
of the concentration of property : while it is most desirable that all those 
improved processes, and those means of efficiency and economy in pro- 
duction, which depend 'on the possession of large funds, should be 
monopolies in the hands of a few ri-b fedividuals, through the difficulties 

19 
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experienced by persons of moderate' or small means in associating their 
capital. Finally, I must repeat my conviction, that the industrial economy 
which divides society absolutely into two portions, the payers of wages 
and the receivers of them, the first counted by thousands and the last by 
millions, is neither fit for, nor capable of, indefinite duration : and the 
possibility of changing this system for one of combination without 
dependence, and unity of interest instead of organized hostility, depends 
altogether upon the future developments of the I*artifership principle. 

Yet there is scarcely any country whose laws do not throw great, and 
in most cases, intentional obstacles in the way* ofi the formation of any 
numerous partnership. In England it is already a serious discouragement, 
that all or most differences among partners are, practically speaking, only 
capable of adjudication by the Court of Chancery : which is often worse 
than placing such questions out of the pale of all law ; since any one of 
the disputant parties, who is either dishonest or litigious, can involve the 
others at his pleasure in the endless expense, trouble, and anxiety, which 
are the unavoidable accompaniments of a prolonged Chancery suit, 
without their having the power of fieeing themselves from the infliction 
even by breaking up the association. Besides this, it required, until lately, 
a separate act of the legislature before any joint-stock association could 
legally constitute itself, and be empowered to act as one body. By a 
statute passed only a few yea/s ago, this necessity is done away, and the 
formalities which have been substituted for it are not sufficiently onerous to 
be very much of an impediment to such undertakings. When a number of 
persons, whether few or many, 'freely desire to unite their funds for a 
common undertaking, not asking any peculiar privilege, nor the power 
to dispossess any one of property, the law can have no good reason for 
throwing difficulties in the way of the realization of the project. On com- 
pliance with a few simple conditions of publicity, any body of persons 
ought to have the power of constituting themselves into a jomt-stock 
company, or soci^U en nom colleciif^ v/ithout asking leave either of any 
public officer or of parliament : and this liberty, m England, they cannot 
now be fairly said not to have. As an association of many partners must 
practically be under the management of a few, every facility which law 
can give ought to be afforded to the body for exercising the necessary 
control and check over those few, whether they be themselves members 
of the association, or merely its hiied servants : and in this point the 
English system is still at a lamentable distance from the standard of 
perfection, though less, I believe, owing to the defects of the law, than to 
those of the courts of judicature. 

§ 6. Whatever facilities, however, English law may give to associations 
formed on the prinaples of ordinary partnership, there is one sort of joint- 
•stock association which it absolutely disallows, and which can still be 
only called into existence by a special act either of the legislatuse or of the 
crown. 1 mean, associations with limited liability. 

Associations with limited liability are of two kinds u in one, the liability 
of all the partners is limited, in the other that of some of them only. The 
first is the sociiti anonyme of the French law, which in England has 
no other name than that of ‘chartered company’: meaning thereby a 
joint-stock company whose shareholders, by a charter from the crown, 
or a special enactment of the legislature, stand exempted from any 
liability for the debts of the concern, beyond the amount of their subscrip- 
tions, This form of association, though unknown to the general law of 
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this countiy, exists in many {farticular cases by special privi/e/r/um. The 
other species of limited partnership is that 1 nown to the Fiench law under 
the name of commandite; of this, which in England is entirely unrecognised 
and illegal, 1 shall speak presently. 

If a number of persons choose to associate for carry ng on any opera- 
tion of commerce or mdustfy, agreeing timong themselves and announc- 
ing to those with whom they deal that the members of the association do 
not undertake to be responsible beyond the amount of the subscribed 
capital ; is there any*reason that the law should raise objections to this 
proceeding, and should impose on them the unlimited responsibility which 
they disclaim^ For whose sake^ Not for that of the partners them- 
selves ; for it is they whom the limitation of responsibility benefits and 
protects. It must therefore be for the sake of third parties ; namely, 
those who may have transactions with the association, and to whom \t 
may run in debt beyond what the subscribed capital suffices to pay. But 
nobody is obliged to deal with the association ; still less is any one 
obliged to give it unlimited credit The class of persons with whom such 
associations have dealings are in general perfectly capable of taking care 
of themselves, and there seems no reason that the law should be more 
careful of their inteicsts than they will themselves be ; piovided no false 
repiescntation is held out, and they are aware from the ^t what they 
have to trust to. The law is warranted in requiring from all jomt-stock 
associations with limifiSti responsibility, not only that the amount of 
capital on which they profess to carfy on ^business should either be 
actually paid up or security given for it (if, indeed, with complete 
publicity, such a requiiement would be necessary^ but also that such 
accounts should be kept, accessible to individuals, and, if needful, 
published to the woild, as shall render^it possible to asceitain at any 
time the e^ftsting* state of the company’s affaiis, and to leain whether the 
capital wh’ch is the sole security for the engagements into which they 
enter, still subsists unimpaired : the fidelity of such accounts being 
guaided by sufficient penalties. When the law has thus afforded to 
individuals all practicable means of knowing the circumstances which 
ought to enter into their prudential calculations in dealing with the 
company, there seems no more need for interfering with individual 
judgment in this sort of transactions, than in any other part of the private 
business of life. 

The reason usually urged for such interference is, that the managers of 
an association with limited responsibility, not rftking their whole fortunes 
in the event <Jf loss, while in case of gain they may piofit largely, are not 
sufficiently interested in exercising due circumspection, and arc under 
the temptation of exposing the funds of the association to impioper 
hazards. Admitting that thft is one of the disadvantages of such 
associations, it is a consideration of more importance to the shaicholders 
themselves than t^ thiid parties ; since, with proper securities for pub- 
licity, the capital of the association could not be engaged in hazards 
beyond those ordinarily incident to the business it carries on, without the 
facts being known, and becoming the subject of comments by which the 
credit of the body would be likely to be affected in quite as gieata degr^ 
as the circumstances would justify. If, under bounties for publicity, it 
were found in practice that companies, formed on the principle of 
unlimited responsibilit/, obtained, with equal capital, greater ciedit, 
companies with limited liability would be unable to maintain^ an equal 
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competition with them ; and would ^therefore rarely be formed, unle 5 * 
when such limitation was the only condition 6n which the necessary amount 
of capital could be raised ; and in that case it would be very unreasonable 
to say that their formation ought to be prevented. 

It may further be remarked, that although, with equality of capital, a 
company of limited liability offers a somewhat less security to those who 
deal with it, than one in which fevery shareholder is responsible with his 
whole fortune, yet even the weaker of ^hese two securities is in some 
respects stronger than that which an individual capitalist can affoid. In 
the case of an individual, there is such security as can be founded on his 
unlimited liability, but not that derived from publicity of transactions, or 
from a known and laigc amount ot paid-up capital. This topic is well 
treated in an able paper by M. Coquelin, published in the ‘ Revue des 
Deux Mondes ’ for July, 1843 * 

‘While third paities who trade with individuals,* says this writer, 

‘ scarcely ever know, except by approximation, and even that most vague 
and uncertain, what is the amount of capital responsible for the per- 
foimance of contiacts made with them, those who trade with a sociiti 
anonyme can obtain full information if they seek it, and perform their 
operations with a feeling of confidence that cannot exist in the other case. 
Again, nothing is easier than for an individual trader to conceal the 
extent of Ir *5 engagements, as no one can know it certainly but himself. 
Even his confidential clerk may be ignorant of it, as the loans he finds 
himself compelled to make may not all be of a character to require that 
they be entered in his day-book. It is a secret confined to himself; one 
which transpires rarely, and always slowly ; one which is unveiled only 
when the catastrophe has occurred. On the contrary, the soadti anonyme 
neither can nor ought to borrow, without the fact becoming known to all 
the world— directors, clerks, shajeholders, and the public. Its operations 
partake, in some respects, of the natuie of those of gbvermhents. The 
light of day penetrates in every direction, and there can be no secrets 
from those who seek for information. Thus all is fixed, lecordcd, known, 
of the capital and debts in the case of the societd anonyme^ while all is 
uncertain and unknown in the case of the individual trader. Which of the 
two, w'e would ask the reader, presents the most favourable aspect, or the 
surest guarantee, to the view of those w ho trade with them ? 

‘Again, availing himself of the obscurity in which his affairs are 
shrouded, and which he desires to increase, the private trader is enabled, 
so long as his business appears prosperous, to produce impiessions in 
regard to his means far exceeding the reality, and thus to establish a 
credit not justified by those means. When losses occur, and he sees 
himself threatened with bankruptcy, the woild is still ignorant of his 
condition, and he finds himself enabled to contract debts far beyond the 
possibility of payment. 1 he fatal day a'irives, and the creditors find a 
debt much greater than had been anticipated, while the means of payment 
are as much less. Even this is not all. The same obscurity which has 
served him so well thus far, when desiring to magnify his capital and 
increase his credit, now affords him the opportunity of placing a part of 
that capital beyond the reach of his creditors. It becomes diminished, if 
not annihilated. It hides itself, and not even legal remedies, nor the 

* TTie quotation is from a translation published by Mr. H. C. Carey, in an 
American periodical, Hmt’s ‘ Merchant’s Magazine,* fbr May and June, 1845. 
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activity of creditors, can bring it for|i from the dark comers in which it is 
placed. . . . Our reader^ can readily determine for themselves if 
practices of this kind are equally easy in the case of the socUtd anonyme* 
We do not doubt that such things are possible, but we think that they 
will agree with us that from its nature, its organizations, and the necessary 
publicity that attends all its actions, the liability to such occurrences is 
very greatly diminished.’ , ^ 

The laws of most;countties, England included, have erred in a twofold 
manner with regard to^omt-^ock companies. While they have been 
most unreasonably je^ilous of allowing such associations to exist, especially 
with limited responsibility, they have generally neglected the enforcement 
of publicity ; the best security to the public against any danger which 
might arise from this dcsci iption of partnerships ; and a security quite as 
much required in the case of those associations of the kind in question, 
which, by an exception from their general practice, they suffered to exist. 
Even m the instance of the Hank of England, which holds a monopoly 
from the legislature, and has had partial control over a matter of so much 
public interest as the state of the circulating medium, it is only within these 
few years that any publicity at all has been enforced ; and the publicity 
was at first of an extremely incomplete character, though now, for most 
practical purposes, probably at length sufficient. 

§ 7 . The other kind of limited partnership which demands our attention, 
is that in which the managing paitner or partneis are ro<iPjf^nsibIe with 
their whole fortunes forjhc engagements of the concern, but have others 
associated with them who contribute , only definite sums, and are not 
liable for anything beyond, though they participate m the profits according 
to any rule which may be agreed on. This is galled partnership en 
commandite^ and the partneis with limited liability (to whom, by the 
French law, all interference in the nfanagement of the concern is inter- 
dicted) are known by the name commamii/aires. Such pnitnei ships are 
not permitted by English law whoevei shfires in the profits is liable for 
the debts, to as plenary an exteiA as the managing partner. 

For such prohibition no rational defence has ever, so far as I am aware, 
been made. Even the insufficient reason given against limiting the re- 
sponsibility of shareholders m a joint stock company does not apply here ; 
thcie being no diminution of the motives to circumspect management, 
since all who take any part in the diiection of the concern are liable with 
their whole fortunes. To thud parlies, again, the security is improved by 
the existence of commandite ; since the amount subscribed by com- 
manditaircs is all of it available to cieditors, 4hc commanditaircs losing 
their whole investment bcfoie any creditor can lose anything; while, if 
instead of becoming partners to that amount, they had lent the sum at 
an interest equal to the profit they derived from it, iliey would have shared 
with the other creditors in tho residue of the estate, diminishing pro rata 
the dividend obtained by all. While the practice of commandite thus 
conduces to the interest of creditors, it is often highly desirable for the 
contracting partiSs themselves. The managers are enabled to obtain the 
aid of a much greater amount of capital than they could borrow on their 
own security; and persons are induced to aid useful undertakings, by. 
embarking limited portions of capital in them, when they would not, and 
often could ngt prudently, have risked their whoie fortunes on the chances 
of the enterprise. 

It may perhaps bcT thought that where due facilities are afforded to 
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joint-stock companies, commandite partnerships are not required. But 
there are classes of cases to which the commandite principle must always 
be better adapted than the jomt-stock principle. ‘Suppose,’ says M. 
Coquelin, ‘ an inventor seeking for a capital to carry his invention into 
practice. To obtain the aid of capitalists, he must offer them a share of 
the anticipated benefit ; they m^st associate themselves with him in the 
chances of its success. In such a case, which of the forms would he select ? 
Not a common paitncrship, certainly foi* various reasons, and especially 
because it would often be very difficult to find a partner with capital, 
willing to risk his whole fortune on the success of the invention. 
‘ Neither would he select the soctiti anonyme^ or any other form of joint- 
stock company, ‘ in which he might be superseded as manager. He would 
stand, in such an association, on no better footing than any other share- 
holder, and he might be lost in the crowd ; whereas, the association exist- 
ing, as It were, by and for him, the management would appear to belong to 
him as a matter of right. Cases occur in which a merchant or a manu- 
facturer, without being pieciscly an inventor, has undeniable claims to the 
management of an undertaking, from the possession of qualities peculiarly 
calculated to promote its success. So gieat, indeed,’ continues M, 
Coquelin, ‘ is the necessity, m many cases, for the limited partnership, 
that It is difficult to conceive how we could dispense with or replace it 
and in referc«.'‘e to his own country he is probably in the right. 

Where there is so great a readiness as in England, on the part of the 
public, to form joint stock fjssociapons, even without the encouragement of 
a limitation of lesponsibility, commandite partnership, though its pro- 
hibition is in principle quite indefensible, cannot be deemed to be, in a 
merely economical point of vievv, of the imperative necessity which M. 
Coquelin ascribes to it. Yet the inconveniences aie not small, which 
arise indirectly from those provis:ons of the law by which everyone who 
shares in the profits of a concern is subject to the full liabilities of an 
unlimited partnership. It is impossible" to say how many or what useful 
modes of combination are rendered impracticable by this state of the law. 
It is sufficient for its condemnation that, unless m some way lelaxed, it is 
inconsistent with the system of which M. Leclaire has set so useful an 
example, the payment of wages in part by a percentage on profits ; in 
other words, the association of the operatives as virtual partners with the 
capitalist. 

It is, above all, with reference to the improvement and elevation of the 
woiking classes that complete freedom in the conditions of partnership is 
indispensable. It is only by combining, that the small merns of many 
can be on anything like an equality of advantage with the great fortunes 
of a few. The liberty of association is not important solely for its 
examples of success, but fully as much as for the sake of attempts which 
would not succeed ; bufby their failure would give instruction more im- 
pressive than can be afforded by anything short of actual experience. 
Every theory of social improvement, the worth of which is capable of 
being brought to an experimental test, should be permitted, and even en- 
, couraged, to submit itself to that test. From such experiments the aspir- 
ing among the working classes would derive lessons which they would be 
slow to learn from the t:iaching of persons supposed to have interests 
and prejudices adverse to their good ; and would discover,' at no cost to 
society, the limits of the practical worth of their ideas of social regenera- 
tion, as applicable to the present stage of human advancement. 
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The French law of partnership isjsuperior to the English in permitting 
commandite ; and superior, m having no such unmanageable instrument 
as the Court of Chancery, all cases arising from commercial transactions 
being adjudicated in a comparatively cheap and expeditious manner by a 
tribunal of merchants. In other respects the French system is far worse 
than the English. A company with limited responsibility cannot be 
formed without the express ^authonzatioi of the department of govern- 
ment called the Co7}^eil d^Etat^ a body of administrators, generally entir^ 
strangers to industrial transactions, who have no interest in promoting 
enterprises, and are apt J.o think that the purpose of their institution is to 
restrain them ; whose consent cannot in any case be obtained without an 
amount of time and labour which is a very serious hindiance to the com- 
mencement of an enterprise, while the extreme uncertainty of obtaining 
that consent at all is a gieat discouragement to capitalists who w^oiild be 
willing to subscribe. In regaid to joint-stock companies without limita- 
tion of responsibility, wdiich m England exist in such numbers, and are 
formed with such facility, as to reduce (in a merely economical point of 
view) the jealousy which the law entertains of the principle of limitation 
to the rank of a very minor inconvenience, such associations cannot, in 
France, exist at all ; foi, in cases of unlimited partnership, the French 
law does not permit the division of the capital into transfeiable shares. 

The best existing laws of partnership appear to be those of the New 
England States. According to Mr Carey,* ‘nowhcie is ff^ociation so 
little trammelled by regulations as in New England ; the consequence of 
which is, that it is earned to a greater »extenw there, and particularly in 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, than in any other part of the woild. 
In these states, the soil is covered with compagitie^ chartered 

companies — for almost every conceivable purpose. Every town is a cor- 
poration for the management of its roads, bridges and schools ; which 
are, therefore, under the direct control df those who pay for them, and 
are consequently well managed. ^Academies and churches, lyceums and 
libraries, saving-fund societies, and trust companies, exist in numbers pro- 
portioned to the wants of the people, and all are corporations. Every 
district has its local bank, of a size to suit its wants, the stock of which is 
owned by the small capitalists of the neighbourhood, and managed by 
themselves ; the consequence of which is, that m no part of the w'orld is 
the system of banking so perfect — so little liable to vibration in the 
amount of loans— the necessary effect of which is, that m none is the 
value of property so little affected by changes in the amount or value 
of the currency resulting from the movements of thetr own banking 
institutions. ‘In the two states to which we have particularly referred, 
they are almost two hundred in number. Massachi^setts, alone, offers to 
our view fifty-three insurance offices, of various forms, scattered through 
the state, and all incorporated.* Factories are incorporated, and are owned 
in shares; and every one that has any part in the management of their 
concerns, from the^purchase of the raw material to the sale of the manu- 
factured article, is a part owner; while every one employed in them has 
a prospect of becoming one, by the use of prudence, exertion, and 
economy. Charitable associations exist in large numbers, and all are in- 
corporated. Fishing vessels are owned in shares by those who navigate 
tliem ; and the^sailors of a whaling ship depend rti a great degree, if not 

* In a note app*eaded to his translation of M. Coquelin’s paper. 
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altogether, upon the success of the voyage for their compensation. Every 
master of a vessel, trading in the Southern Ocean, is a part owner, and 
the interest he possesses is a strong inducement to exertion and economy, 
by aid of which the people of New England arc rapidly driving out the 
competition of other nations for the trade of that part of the world. 
Wherever settled, they exhibit! the same - tendency to combination of 
•^'ction. In New York they arc the chief owners oljhe lines of packet 
ships^ which are divuied into shares ^ damed 'hy the shipbuilders^ the 
merchants^ the master^ and the mates; which laijt generally acquire the 
means of becoming themselves masters, and to this is due their great 
success. The system is the most perfectly democratic of any in the woild. 
It affords to cjfcry labourer^ every sailor^ every operative^ male or female^ 
the prospect of advancement ; and its results are precisely such as we 
should have reason to expect. In no part of the world are talent, in- 
dustry, and prudence, so certain to be largely rewaided.’ 

To this stale might England also be brought, but not without giving 
the same plenitude of liberty to voluntary associations. The cases of in- 
solvency and fraud on the part of chartered companies in America, which 
have caused so much loss and so much scandal in Europe, did not occur 
in the part of the Union to which this extract refers, but in other States, 
in which the right of associating is much more fettered by legal 
restrictions, "and in which, accordingly, jomt-stock associations are not 
comparable in number or variety to those of New England. Mr. Carey 
adds, ‘ A careful examination of . the systems of the several states, can 
scarcely, we think, fail to convince the reader of the advantage resulting 
from permitting meii to determine among themselves the terms upon 
which they will associate, and allpwmg the associations that may be 
formed to contract with the public as to the terms upon which they will trade 
together, whether of the limited 6r unlimited liability of tile pai/ners and 
I concur in thinking that to this copclusion, science and legislation 
must ultimately come. 

§ 8. I proceed to the subject of Insolvency Laws. 

Good laws on this subject are important, first and principally, on the 
score of public morals ; which are on no point more under the influence 
of the law, for good and evil, than m a matter belonging so pre- 
eminently to the piovince of law as the preservation of pecuniary 
integrity. But the subject is also, m a merely economical point of view, 
of great importance First, because the economical well-being of a 
people, and of mankind, depends in an especial manner upon their being 
able to trust each other’s engagement. Secondly, because one of the 
risks, or expenses, oL industrial operations is the risk or expense of what 
are commonly called bad debts, and every saving which can be effected 
in this liability is a din^inution of cost of production ; by dispensing with 
an Item of outlay which in no way conduces to the desired end, and 
which must be paid for either by the consumer of the commodity, 
or from the general profits of capital, according as the burthen is peculiar 
or general. 

The laws and practice of nations on this subject have almost always 
been in extremes. The ancient laws of most countries have been all 
severity to the debtor. ‘'They have invested the creditor with a power of 
coercion, more or less tyrannical, which he might use against his insolvent 
debtor, either to extort the surrender of hidden 'property, or to obtain 
satisfaction of a vindictive character, which might console him for the 
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non-payment of the debt, 'fhi's aA)itrary power lias e'ctended in some 
countries, to making the insolvent debtor serve the creditor as his slave ; 
in which plan there were some grains of common sense, since it might 
possibly be regarded as a scheme for making him woik out the debt by his 
labour. In England, the coercion assumed the milder form of ordinary 
imprisonment. The one an^ the other \jcre the barbarous expedients of 
a rude age, repugnant to justice as well as to humanity. Unfortunately 
the reform of them* like that ^f the criminal law generally, has beefT 
taken in hand as an alTair of humanity only, not of justice : and the 
modish humanity of thb present time, which is essentially a thing of 
one idea (and is indeed little better than a timid shnnking from the 
infliction of anything like pain, next neighbour to the cowardice which 
shrinks from necessary endurance of it), has in this, as in other cases, 
gone into a violent reaction against the ancient severity, and sees in the 
fact of having lost or squandered other people^s property a peculiar title 
to indulgence. Everything in the law which attached disagreeable 
consequences to that fact, has been gradually relaxed, and much of it en- 
tirely got rid of. Because insolvency was formerly treated as if it 
were necessarily a crime, everything is now done to make it, if possible, 
not even a misfortune. 

The indulgence ot the present laws to those who have made themselves 
unable to pay their just debts, is usually defended on thog^f^fha that the 
sole object of the law ^ould be, in case of insolvency, not to^ coerce 
the person of the debtor, but to get at h^s propj^rty, and distribute it fairly 
among the creditors. Assuming that this is and ought to be the sole 
object, that object, in the present state of the law, is not attained. Im- 
prisonment at the disci etion of a creditor was really a powerful engine for 
extracting from the debtor any property which he had concealed or 
otherwise qiade r^way with. In depriving creditors of thisinstiument, the 
law has not furnished ‘them with any sufficient equivalent. And it 
is seldom difficult for a dislioneSt debtor, by an understanding with one 
or more of his creditors, or by means of pretended creditors set up for the 
purpose, to abstract a part, peihaps the greatest part, of his assets, from 
the general fund, through the foims of the law itself. The facility and 
frequency of such frauds are a subject of much complaint, and their 
prevention demands a vigorous effort of the legislature, under the 
guidance of judicious persons practically conversant with the subject. 

But the doctrine that the law has done all that ought to be expected 
from It, when it has put the cieditois in the pqssess'onof the property of 
an insolvent„is in itself a totally inadmissible piece of spurious humanity. 
It is the business of law to prevent wrong-doing, and not simply to 
to patch up the consequences of it when it has beeri^committed. The law 
is bound to take care that insolvency shall not be a good pecuniary 
speculation ; that men shall not -have the piivifege of hazarding other 
people’s property without their knowledge or consent, taking the profits of 
the enterprise if ft is successful, and if "it fails, throwing the loss upon the 
lawful owners ; that they shall not find it answer to make themselves 
unable to pay their just debts, by spending the money of their creditors 
in personal indulgence. The humanitarians do not deny that what 
is technically called fraudulent bankruptcy, the false pretence of inability 
to pay, may reasonably, when detected, be subject to punishment. But 
does it follow that hisolvency is not the consequence of misconduct 
because the inability to pay may be ^eal ? If a man has been a spend- 



586 THE INFLUENCE pF GOyEENMENT. 

thrift, or a gambler, with property on which iiis creditor had a prior claim, 
shall he pass scot-free because the mischief is consummated and the 
money gone ? Is there any very material difference between this 
conduct, and those other kinds of dishonesty which go by the names of 
fraud and embezzlement ? , « 

Such cases are not a minority, but a large majority /imong insolvencies. 
The statistics of bankruptcy prove the fa^t. ‘i)y far the greater part of 
all insolvencies arise from notorious misconduct; the proceedings of the 
Insolvent Debtors Court and of the Bankruptcy Court will prove it. 
Excessive and unjustifiable ovei trading, or most absuid speculation in 
commodities, merely because the poor speculator “thought they would 
get up,” but why he thought so he cannot tell ; speculations in hops, in 
tea, in silk, in corn — things with which he is altogether unacquainted ; 
wild and absurd investments in foreign funds, or in joint-stocks : these 
are among the most innocent causes of bankruptcy.’* The experienced 
and intelligent writer from whom I quote, corroborates his assertion by 
the testimony of several of the official assignees of the Bankruptcy Court. 
One of them says, ‘ As far as I can collect from the books and documents 
furnished by the bankrupts, it seems to me that ’ in the whole number of 
cases which occurred during a given time in the court to which he was 
attached, ‘fik^teen have been ruined by speculations in things with which 
they were unacquainted ; three by neglected bookkeeping ; ten by trading 
beyond their capital and .means^ and the consequent loss and expense 
of accommodation-bills ; forty-nine by expending more than they could 
reasonably hope their profits would be, though their business yielded a 
fair return , none by any general distress, or the falling off of any par- 
ticular branch of trade.’ Another of these officers says, ‘ The new Court 
has been open upwards of eighteen months, during which peripd fifty-two 
cases of bankruptcy have come under my care. It is my opinion that 
thirty-two of these have arisen from an imprudent expenditure, and five 
partly from that cause, and partly from a pressure on the business m 
which the bankrupts vveie employed. Fifteen I attribute to improvident 
speculations, combined in many instances with an extravagant mode of 
life.’ 

To these citations the author adds the following statements from his 
peisonal means of knowledge, which are considerable. ‘]\Iany insol- 
vencies are produced by tradesmen’s indolence ; they keep no books, or 
at least imperfect ones, wluch they never balance ; they never take stock ; 
they employ serv'ants, if their trade Tie extensive, whom «they are too 
indolent even to supervise, and then become insolvent. It is not too 
much to say that one-half of all the peisons engaged in trade, even in 
London, never take stock at all : they go on year after year without 
knowing how their affaiis stand, and at last, like the child at school, they 
find, to their surpi ise, but one halfpenny left in their pocket. I will venture 
to say that not one-fourth of all the persons in the piovi'nces, either manu- 
facturers, tradesmen, or farmers, ever take stock ; nor in fact does one- 
half of them ever keep account-books, deserving any other name than 
memorandum books. I know sufficient of the concerns of five hundred 
small tradesmen in the provinces, to be enabled to say, thqt not one- fifth 
of them ever take stock, or keep even the most oidmary accounts. I am 

* From a volume published in 18451. entulecl, ‘Credit the Life of Commerce,’ 
by Mr. J. Ii. Elliott. 
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prepared to say of such tradesmen, from carefully-prepared tables, giving 
every advantage where there has been any doubt as to the causes of their 
insolvency, that where nine happen from extravagance or dishonesty, 
one* at most ‘may be referred to misfortune alone 

Is it rational to expect among the trading classes any high sense of 
justice, honour, or integrity, •when the lasv enables men who act in this 
manner to shuffle »ff the consequences of their misconduct upon thossp 
who have been so unfortwnate ^ to trust them ; and practically proclaims 
thnt It looks upon insolvency thus produced as a ‘misfortune,* not an 
offence ? 

It IS, of course, not denied, that insolvencies do aiise from causes 
beyond the control of the debtor, and that, m many more cases, his 
culpability is not of a high order ; and the law ought to make a distinction 
in favour of such cases, but not without a searching investigation ; nor should 
the case ever be let go without having ascertained, in the most complete 
manner practicable, not the fact of insolvency only, but the cause of it. 
To have been trusted with money or money’s worth, and to have lost or 
spent It, IS primd faae evidence of something wrong : and it is not for 
the creditor to prove, which he cannot do m one case out of ten, that 
there has been criminality, but for the debtor to lebut the presumption, by 
laying open the whole state of his affairs, and showing eith<jr that there 
has been no misconduct, or that the misconduct has been eff an excusable 
kind. If he fail in llns,»he ought never to be dismissed without a punish- 
ment proportioned to the degree of blame wli^ch seems justly imputable 
to him ; which punishment, however, might be shortened or mitigtaled in 
proportion as he appeared likely to exert himself in* repairing the injury 
done. , 

It is a common argument with those who approve a relaxed system of 
insolvency 4 aws, that credit, except in the great opeiations of commerce, 
is an evil ; and that to deprive /rredi tors of legal redicss is a judicious 
means of preventing credit from being given. That which is given by 
retail dealers to unproductive consumers is, no doubt, to the excess to 
which It is carried, a considerable evil. This, however, is only true of 
large, and especially of long, credits ; for there is credit whenever goods 
are not paid for before they quit the shop, or, at least, the custody of the 
seller ; and there would be much inconvenience in putting an end to this 
sort of credit. But a large proportion of the debts on which insolvency 
laws take effect, are those due by small tradesmen to the dealers who 
supply them : and on no class of debts does thd demoralization occasioned 
by the prestftit state of the law, operate moie perniciously. These are 
commercial credits, which no one wishes to see curtailed ; their existence 
is of great importance to the general industry of the country, and to 
numbers of honest, well-condClcted persons of small means, to whqni it 
would be a grievous injury that they should be prevented from obtaining 
the accommodation they need, and would not abuse, through the omis- 
sion of the law to provide just remedies against dishonest or reckless 
borrowers. 

But although it were granted that retail transactions, on any footing 
but that of ready-money payment, are an evil, and their entire suppression 
a fit object for legislation to aim at ; a worse mode of compassing that 
object could scarcely, be invented, than to permit those who have been 
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trusted by others to cheat and rob them with impunity. The law does 
not select the vices of mankind as the appropriate instrument for inflicting 
chastisement on the comparatively innocent : when it seeks to discourage 
any course of action, it does so by applying inducements of its own, not 
by outlawing those who act in the manner it deems objectionable, and 
•Jetting loose the predatory instincts of the worthless part of mankind to 
feed upon them. If a man has committei murder, the law puts him to 
death ; but it does not promise impunity to anybody who may kill him 
for the sake of taking his purse. The oifence of believing another’s 
word, even rashly, is not so heinous that, for the sake of discouraging 
it, the spectacle should be brought home to every door, of triumphant 
rascality, with the law on its side, mocking the victims it has made. 
This pestilent example is already very widely exhibited since the relaxa* 
tion of the insolvency laws. It is idle to expect that, even by absolutely 
depriving creditors of all legal redress, the kind of credit which is con* 
sidered objectionable would really be very much checked. Rogues and 
swindlers aic still an exception among mankind, and people will go on 
trusting each other’s promises. Laige dealers, in abundant business, 
would refuse credit, as many of them alieady do : but in the eager 
compelition^of a gieat town, what can be expected from the tradesman 
to whom a single customer is of importance, the beginner, peihaps, who 
is striving to get into business ? He will take vhe risk, even if it were 
still greater ; he is ruined if* he cannot sell his goods, and he can but be 
ruined if he is defrauded. Nor does it avail to say, that he ought to 
make proper inquiries, and ascertain the character of those to whom he 
supplies goods on trust. In some of the most flagrant cases of profligate 
debtors which have come before the Bankiuptcy Court, the swindler had 
been able to give, and had given, ‘‘excellent references.* * 

* The following extracts from the French Code de Commerce, (the translation 
is that of Mr, Fane,) show the great extent to which the just distinctions are made, 
and the proper investigations piovidcd for, by French law. The word hanqueroute^ 
which can only be translated by bankruptcy, is, however, confined in France to 
culpable insolvency, which is distinguished into simple bankiuptcy and fraudulent 
bankruptcy. The following are cases of simple bankruptcy : — 

* Every insolvent who, in ibe investigation of his affairs, shall appear chargeable 
with one or more of the following offences, shall be proceeded against as a simple 
bankrupt. 

‘ If his house expenses, whiih he is bound to enter regularly in his day-book, 
appear excessive. ^ 

* If he has spent considerable sums at play, or in operations of pure hazard. 

‘ If It shall appear that he has borrowed largely, or resold merchandize at a 
loss, or below the current price, after it appeared* by his last account-taking that 
his debts exceeded his assets by one-half. 

* If he has issued negotiable securities to three times the amount of his available 
assets, according to his last account-taking. 

‘ The following may also be proceeded against as simple bankrupts ; — 

‘ He who has not declared his own insolvency in the manner prescribed by law : 

‘He who has not come m and sui rendered within the time limited, having no 
legitimate excuse for his absence : 

‘He who cither produces no books at all, or produces such as have been 
irregularly kept, and this although the irregularities may not indicate fraud/ 

The penalty for ‘ simple bankruptcy ’ is imprisonment for a term of not less 
than one month, nor more than two ye^.'s. The following are cases of fraudulent 
bankruptcy, of which the punishment is travaux forces (the galleys) for a term 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF INTERFERENCES OF GOVERNMENT GROUNDED ON ERRONEOUS 

THEORIES. 

§ I. From the nccessar>k functions af government, and the effects 
produced on the economical interests of society by their good or ill disj^ 
charge, we proceed to the functions which belong to what I have termeof 
for want of a better* designation, the optional class ; those which are 
sometimes assumed by governments and sometimes not, and which it is 
not unanimously admitted that they ought to exercise. 

Before entering on the general principles of the question, it will be 
advisable to clear from our path all those cases in which goveinment 
interference works ill, because grounded on false views of the subject 
interfered with. Such cases have no connexion with any theory respect- 
ing the proper limits of interference. There are some things with which 
governments ought not to meddle, and other things with which they 
ought ; but whether right or wrong in itself, the inlcrfeicnce must work 
for ill, if government, not understanding the subject which it meddles 
with, meddles to bring about a result which would be mischievous. We 
will therefore begin by passing in review various false theories, which 
have from time to time formed the ground of acts of govei^iffent more or 
less economically injurious. 

Former writers on political economy haves found it needful to devote 
much trouble and space to this department of their subject. It has now 
happily become possible, at least in our own country, greatly to abridge 
this purely negative part of our jjiiscussions. 7 he false theories of 
political economy which have done so much mischief in times past, are 
entirely dfsci edited amgng all who ha^^ not lagged behind the general 
progress of opinion ; and a fq^w of the enactments which were once 
grounded on those theories still help to deform the statute-book. As the 
principles, on which their condemnation rests, have been fully set forth in 
other parts of this treatise, we may here content ourselves with a few brief 
indications. 

‘ If he has attempted to account for his property by fictitious expenses and losses, 
or if he docs not fully account for all his receipts : 

* If he has fraudulently concealed any sum of money or any debt due to him, or 

any merchandize or other moveables : • 

‘ If he has*made fraudulent sales or gifts of his property ; 

‘ If he has allowed fictitious debts to be proved against his estate : 

‘If he has been entrusted with property, either mcr^y to keep, or with special 
directions as to its use, and has mvertheless appropriated it to his own use (for 
such acts of peculation by trustees there is generally in England only a civil remedy, 
and that too through the Court of Chancery ;) 

‘ If he has purcHased real property in a borrowed name : 

• If he has concealed his books. 

‘ The following vmy also be proceeded against in a similar way 

‘ He who has not kept books, or whose books shall not exhibit his real situation 
as regards his debts and credits. 

‘lie who, having obtained a protection (5auf-dmdutt\ shall not have duly 
attended. • 

7'hese various provisibns relate only to commercial insolvency. The UtWS ia 
regard to ordmary debts are considerably more rigorous to the debtor, 
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Of these false theories, the most no^*ablc is the doctrine of Protection to 
Native Industry ; a phrase meaning the piohibition, or the discourag^e- 
ment by heavy duties, of such foreign commodities are as capable of being 
produced at home. If the theory involved in this system had been 
correct, the practical conclusions grounded on it would not have been 
unreasonable. The theory was, that to buy things produced at home was 
a national benefit, and the introduction of foi'eign commodities generally 
^ national loss. It being at the same time evident lhafc the interest of the 
consumer is to buy foreign commodities in prefdhcnce to domestic when- 
ever they are either cheaper or better, the intoreht of the consumer 
appeared in this respect to be contrary to the public interest : he was 
certain, if left to his own inclinations, to do what according to the theory 
was injurious to the public. 

It was shown, however, in our analysis of the effects of international 
trade, as it had often been shown by fonner writers, that the importation 
of foreign commodities, in the common course of traffic, never takes 
place, except when it is, economically speaking, a national good, by 
causing the same amount of commodities to be obtained at a smaller cost 
of labour and capital to the country. To prohibit, therefore, this impor- 
tation, or impose duties which prevent it, is to render the labour and 
capital of the country less efficient in production than they would other- 
wise be ; an(l compel a waste, of the difference between the labour and 
capital neces£ify for the home production of the commodity, and that 
which is required for pioducing the things with which it can be purchased 
from abroad. The amount hf natWinal loss thus occasioned is measured 
by the excess of the pi ice at winch the commodity is produced, over that 
at which It could be imported. In the case of manufactured goods, 
the whole difference between the two prices is absorbed m indemnifying 
the produceis for waste of labour, or of the capital wdnch supports that 
labour. Those who are supposed'to be benefited, namely, the makers of 
the protected articles, (unless they form an exclusive company, and have 
a monopoly against their own countrymen as well as agpinst foreigners,) 
do not obtain higher profits than other people. All is sheer loss, to the 
country as well as to the consumer. When the protected article is a pro- 
duct of agriculture —the waste of labour not being incuircd on the whole 
produce, but only on what may be called the last instalment of it— the 
extra puce is only in part an indemnity for waste, the remainder being a 
tax paid to the landlords. 

, The restrictive and prohibitoiy policy was originally grounded on what 
is called the Mercantile System, wffiich representing the advantage of 
foreign trade to consist solely in bringing money into the country, gave 
artificial encouragement to exportation of goods, and discountenanced 
their importation. The only exceptions to the system weie those required 
by the system itself. The materials and instruments of production were 
the subjects of a contrary policy, directed however to the same end ; they 
were freely imported, and not pennitted to be exported, in order that 
manufacturers, being more cheaply supplied with the requisites of manu- 
facture, might be able to sell cheaper, and therefore to export more largely. 
For a similar reason, importation was permitted and even favoured, when 
confined to the productions of countries which were supposed to take 
from us still more than we cook from them, thus enriching the country by 
a favourable balance of trade. As part of the same system, colonies Were 
founded, for the supposed advantage of compelling them to buy our com- 
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irpdities, or at all events not to buy those of any other country : in return 
fot which restriction, we were generally willing to come under an 
equivalent obligation with respect to the staple productions of the 
colonists. The consequences of the theory were pushed so far, that it 
was not unusual even to give bounties on expoitation, and induce 
foreigners to buy from us rather than f»om other countries, by a cheap- 
ness which we artificially produced, by paying part of the price for them,^ 
out of our own taxes. This is It stretch beyond the point yet reached 
any piivate tradesmafi lii his competition for business. No shopkeeper, I 
should think, ever made a practice of biibing customeis by selling goods 
to them at a permanent loss, making it up to himself from other funds in 
his possession 

The piinciple of the MeicanlilcTlieoiy is now given up even by writers 
and governments who still cling to the restrictive system. Whatever 
hold that system has over men’s minds, independently of the private 
interests which would be exposed to real or apprehended loss by its 
abandonment, is derived from fallacies other than the old notion of the 
benefits of heaping up money in the countiy. The most effective of these 
is the specious plea of employing our own countrymen and our national 
industry, instead of feeding and supporting the industry of foieigners. 
The answer to this, fiom the principles laid down in former chapters, is 
evident. Without reverting to the fundamental theorem io^ssed in an 
early part of the pieseflt tieatise,* respecting the nature and sources of 
employment for labour, it is sufficient io say^what has usually been said 
by the advocates of free trade, that the alternatue is not between employ- 
ing our own country-people and foreigners, but between employing one 
class and another of our own countpr* people. The imported commodity 
is always paid for, directly or indirectly, with the produce of our own 
industry :*tbat industry J)eing, atthesante time, rendered more productive, 
since, with the same labour and outlay, we are enabled to possess our- 
selves of a greater quantity of the article. Those who ha\e not w^ell 
considered the subject are apt to suppose that our exporting an equivalent 
in our own produce, for the foreign articles we consume, depends on con- 
tingencies — on the consent of foreign countries to make some corre- 
sponding relaxation of their own restrictions, or on the question whether 
those from whom wc buy are induced by that circumstance to buy more 
from us ; and that, if these things, or things equivalent to them, do not 
happen, the payment must be made in money. Now, m the first place, 
there is nothing more objectionable in a mon*y payment than in payment 
by any othSr medium, if the state of the market makes it the most advan- 
tageous remittance ; and the money itself was first acquired, and would 
again be replenished, by the export of an equivalent value of our own 
products. But, in the next ptace, a very short interval of paying in money 
Avould so lower prices as either to stop a part of *the importation, or raise 
up a foicign deq^and for our produce, sufficient to pay for the impoits. I 
grant that this distuibance of the equation of international demand would 
be in some degree to our disad\ antage, in the pui chase of other impoited 
articles ; and that a countiy which prohibits some foieign commodities, 
does, ccetcris paribus^ obtain those which it docs not piohibit, at a less 
price than it»would otherwise have to pay. To express the same thing m 
other words; a coqtitry which destioys or pi events altogether certam 
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branches of foreign trade, thereby^ annihilating a general gain to the 
world, which would be shared in some proportion between itself and 
other countries— does, in some circumstances, draw to itself, at the 
expense of foreigners, a larger share than would else belong to it of the 
gam arising from that portion of its foreign trade which it suffers to sub- 
sist. But even this it can only be enabled to do, if foreigners do not 
maintain equivalent prohibitions or restrictions against its commodities. 
In any case, the justice or expediency of destroying one of two gains, in 
order to engross a rather larger share of €\e other, does not require much 
discussion . the gain, too, which is destroyed, being, in proportion to the 
magnitude of the transactions, the larger of the two, since it is the one 
which capital, left to itself, is supposed to seek by preference. 

Defeated as a general theory, the Protectionist doctnne finds support 
in some particular cases, from considerations which, when really in point, 
involve greater interests than mere saving of labour ; the interests of 
national subsistence and of national defence. The discussions on the 
Corn Laws have familiarized everybody with the plea, that we ought to 
be independent of foreigners for the food of the people ; and the 
Navigation Laws are grounded, in theory and profession, on the necessity 
of keeping up a ‘nursery of seamen ^ for the navy. On this last subject I 
at once admit, that the object is worth the sacrifice ; and that a country 
exposed to invasion by sea, if it cannot otherwise have sufficient ships 
and sailors'^tif/^s own to secure the means of manning on an emergency 
an adequate fleet, is quite right in obtaining th&se means, even at some 
economical sacrifice in point o^ cheapness of transport. When the 
English navigation laws were enacted, the Dutch, from their maritime 
skill and their low rate of profit at home, were able to carry for other 
nations, England included, at cheaper rates than those nations could 
carry for themselves : which placed all other countries at a great com- 
parative disadvantage in obtaining experienced peameh for their ships of 
war. The Navigation Laws, by which tjns deficiency was remedied, and 
at the same time a blow struck against the maritime power of a nation 
with which England was then frequently engaged in hostilities, were 
probably, though economically disadvantageous, politically expedient. 
But English ships and sailors can now navigate as cheaply as those of 
any other country ; maintaining at least an equal competition with the 
other maritime nations even in their own trade. The ends which may 
once have justified Navigation Laws require them no longer, and there 
seems no reason for maintaining this invidious exception to the general 
rule of free trade. et 

With regard to subsistence, the plea of the Protectionists has been so 
often and so triumphantly met, that it requires little notice here. That 
country is the most steadily as well as the most abundantly supplied with 
food, which draws its supplies from the lalgest surface. It is ridiculous 
to found a general system of policy on so chimerical a danger as that of 
being at war with all the nations of the world at once ; or to suppose that, 
even if inferior at sea, a whole countiy could be blockaded like a town, or 
that the growers of food in other countries would not be as anxious not 
to lose an advantageous market, as we should be not to be depnved of 
their com. On the subject, however, of subsistence, there is one point 
which deserves more special consideration. In cases of actual or appre- 
hended scarcity, many countries of Europe are acqjstomed to stop the 
exportation of food. Is this, or not, sound policy ? There can be no 
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doubt that in the present state of international morality, a people cannot, 
any more than an individual,* be blamed for not starving itself to feed 
others. But if the greatest amount of good to mankind on the whole, 
were^the enji aimed at Tn the maxims of international conduct, such 
collective churlishness would certainly be condemned by them. Suppose 
that m ordinary circumstances the trade in food were pcifectly fiee, so 
that the price in one countryicould not h.'dntually exceed that in any other 
by more than the c(«st of carnage, together with a moderate profit to th€^ 
importer, A general scarcity ensues, affecting all countries, but in unequal 
degrees. If the pric<? r«se in one country more than in others, it would 
be a proof that in that country the scarcity was sevei est, and that by 
permitting food to go freely thither from any other country, it would be 
spared from a less urgent necessity to relieve a greater. When the 
Interests, therefore, of all countries are considered, free exportation is 
desirable. To the exporting country considered separately, it may, a( 
least on the particular occasion, be an inconvenience : but taking into 
account that the country which is now the giver, will in some future season 
be the receiver, and the one that is benefited by the freedom, I cannot 
but think that even to the apprehension of food-rioters it might be made 
apparent, that in such cases they should do to others what they would 
wish done to themselves. 

In countries in which the system of Protection is declinint^* ibut not yet 
wholly given up, such as the United States, a doctrine lias come into 
notice which is a sort of T:ompromise between free trade and restriction, 
namely, that protection for protection’s* sake ts improper, but that there 
is nothing objectionable in having as much protection as may incidentally 
result from a tariff framed solely for revenue. Eve*h in England, regret 
is sometimes expressed that a ‘ moderate fixed duty ^ was not preserved 
on corn, on account of the revenue it woyld yield. Independently, how- 
ever, of the general impolicy of taxes on the necessaries of life, this 
doctrine ovei looks the fact, that «evenue is received only on the quantity 
imported, but that the tax is paid on the entire quantity consumed. To 
make the public pay much that the treasury may receive a little, is no 
eligible mode of obtaining a revenue In the case of manufactured 
articles the doctrine involves a palpable inconsistency. The object of the 
duty as a means of revenue, is inconsistent with its affording, even 
incidentally, any protection. It can only operate as protection in so far 
as it prevents importation ; and to whatever degree it pi events importa- 
tion, It affords no revenue. 

The only case in which, on mere principles of political economy, 
■protecting difties can be defensible, is when they are imposed temporarily 
(especially in a young and rising nation) in hopes of«naturalizing a foreign 
industry, in itself perfectly suitable to the circumstances of the country. 
The superiority of one country over another in af branch of production, 
often arises only from having begun it sooner. There may be no inherent 
advantage on one^part, or disadvantage on the other, but only a piescnt 
superiority of acquired skill and experience. A country which has this 
skill and experience yet to acquire, may in other respects be better 
adapted to the production than those which were earlier in the field ; and 
besides, it is a just remark, that nothing has a gi eater tendency to promote 
improvements^n any branch of production, than' its trial under a new set 
of conditions. But it cannot be expected that individuals should, at their 
own risk, or rather to ^heir certain loss, introduce a new mur.uracture. 
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and bear the burden of carrying it on, until the producers have been 
educated up to the level of those with whom thepiocesses are traditional. 
A protecting duty, continued for a reasonable time, will sometimes be the 
least inconvenient mode in winch the nation can tax itself for the support 
of such an experiment. But the protection should be confined to cases 
_in which there is good ground of assurance that the industry which it 
^festers will after a time be able to dij^pense witlf it ; nor should the 
domestic producers evei be allowed to expect fhat it will be continued to 
them, beyond the time strictly necessary for a fair tiial of what they arc 
capable of accomplishing. 

There is only one pait of the Protectionist scheme which requiresiany 
further notice : its policy towards colonies and foieign dependencies ; 
that of compelling them to trade exclusively with the dominant county. 
A country which thus secures to itself an extra foreign demand for its 
commodities, undoubtedly gives itself some advantage in the distribution 
of the general gains of the commercial world. Since, ho\\ever, it causes 
the industry and capital of the colony to be divcited from channels which 
are proved to be the most productive, inasmuch as they aie those into 
which industry and capital spontaneously tend to flow ; there is a loss, on 
the whole, to the productive powers of the world, and the mother country 
does so much as she makes the colony lose. If, therefore, the 

mother country refuses to acknowledge any reciprocity of obligation, she 
imposes a tribute on the cjolony m an indirect mode, gieatly more oppres- 
sive and injurious than the direct. But if, with a more equitable spirit, 
she submits herself to corresponding restrictions for the benefit of the 
colony, the result of the whole transaction is the ridiculous one, that each 
party loses much, m order that the other may gain a little, 

§ 2. Next to the system of Pwtection, among mischievous interferences 
with the spontaneous course of industrial transactions, may be noticed 
certain interferences with contracts. One instance is that of the Usury 
Law^s. These originated in a religious prejudice against receiving interest 
on money, derived from that fruitful source of mischief in modern Europe, 
the attempted adaptation to Christianity of doctrines and piecepts drawn 
fiomthe Jewish law. In Mahomedan nations the receiving of interest is 
formally interdicted, and iigidly abstained from ; and Sismondi has 
noticed, as one among the causes of the mdustiial inferiority of the 
Catholic, compared with the Protestant pai ts of Europe, that the Catholic 
church in the middle ages gave its sanction to the same prejudice, which 
subsists, impaired but not destioyed, wherever that rehg^ion is acknow- 
ledged, Where law or conscientious scruples prevent lending at interest, 
the capital which beiongs to persons not in business is lost to productive 
purposes, or can be applied to them only m peculiar circumstances of 
personal connexion, or by a subterfuge. Industry is thus limited to the 
capital of the undertakers, and to what they can borrow from persons not 
bound by the same laws or religion as themselves. In Mussulman 
countries the bankers and money Healers arc either Hindoos, Aimenians, 
or Jews. 

In more improved countries, legislation no longer discountenances the 
receipt of an equivalent for money lent ; but it everywhere interferes with the 
free agency of the lender and boriovvcr, by fixing a IcgaPlimit to the rate 
of interest, and making the leceipt of more than/ilie appointed maximum 
a penal offence. This restriction, though approved by Adam Smith, has 
beeu condemned by all enlightened persons since the inuTiphant 07>- 
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"slaught made upon it by Bentiiam \fi his ‘ Letters on Usury,’ which may 
still be referred to as the best extant writing on the subject. 

Lcgislatoi s may enact and maintain Usuiy Laws fiom one of two motives : 
ideas of public policy, or concern for the interest of the parties to the 
contract ; in this case, of one party only, the bonower. As a matter of 
policy, the notion may possibly be, thaut is for the general good that 
interest should be iow. It is for the good certainly of borrowers. Fojj 
preferring, however, their* ad va»tage to that of lenders, it would be diffi- 
cult to give any bettejj leason than that in most countries the governing 
classes are borrowers. *lt is besides a misapprehension of the causes 
which influence commercial transactions, to suppose that the rate of 
interest is really made lower by law. than it would be made by the spon- 
taneous play of supply and demand. If the competition of boi rowers, left 
unrestrained, would raise the rate of interest to six per cent., this proves 
that at five there would be a grcatei demand for loans, than there is 
capital in the market to supply. If the law in these ciicumstanccs permits 
no' interest beyond five per cent., there will be some lenders, who not 
choosing to disobey the law, and not being in a condition to employ their 
capital otherwise, will content themselves with the legal i*atc ; but others, 
finding that in a season of pressing demand, more may be made of their 
capital by other means than they are permitted to make byjending it, 
will not lend it at all ; and the loanable capital, alieady toc»^mall for the 
demand, will be still furtl'«r diminished. Of the disappointed candidates 
there will be many at such periods, who must have their necessities 
supplied at any price, and these will readily find a third section of lenders, 
who will not be averse to join in a violation of the law^^ either by circuitous 
transactions, partaking of the natuie of fraud, or by relying on the honour 
of the bonower. The extra expense' of the roundabout mode of pro- 
ceeding, and an *4]uivalent for the lisk'of non-payment and of legal 
penalties, must be paid by the borrower, over and above the extra interest 
which would at any rate have been rcquiicd of him by the general state of 
the market. The laws which were intended to lower the price paid by 
him for pecuniaiy accommodation, end thus in gieatly increasing it. 
These laws have also a directly demorali/ing tendency. Knowing the 
difficulty of detecting an illegal pecuniary transaction between two persons, 
in which no thud person is involved, so long as it is the interest of both 
to keep the secret, legislators have adopted the expedient of tempting the 
borrower to become the informer, by making the annulment of the debt a 
part of the penalty for the offence ; thus rewardmg men for obtaining the 
property of others by false promises, and then not only refusing payment, 
but invoking legal penalties on those who have helpe^ them in their need. 
The moral sense of mankind vciy rightly infamizes those who resist an 
otherwise just claim on the gitiund of usuiy, and^ tolerates such a plea 
only when lesorted to as the best legal defence available against an 
• ^tempt really considered as partaking of fraud or extortion. But this 
vciy severity of pulbhc opinion render^ the enforcement of the laws so 
difficult, and the infliction of the penalties so rare, that when it does occui 
it merely victimizes an individual, and has no effect on general practice. 

In so far as the motive of the restriction may be supposed to be, not 
public policy, bj^it regard for the intcicst of the* bonower, it would be 
difficult to point out any case in w'hich such tenderness on the legislator’s 
.part is more misplaced.* •A person of sane mind, and of the age at which 
persons are legally competent to conduct their own conceius must be 
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presumed to be a sufficient guardian of his pecuniary interests. If he 
may sell an estate, or grant a release, or assign away all his property, with- 
out control from the law, it seems veij unnecessary .that the only bargain 
which he cannot make without its intermeddling, should be a loan of 
money. The law seems to prer uine that tlvi money-lender, dealing with 
.necessitous persons, can take advantage of their necessities, and exact 
conditions limited only by his own pleasure. Ifr,might be so if there were 
only one money-lender within reach. But when there is the whole moneyed 
capital of a wealthy community to resort to, no borrower is placed under 
any disadvantage in the market merely by the urgency of his need. If he 
cannot borrow at the interest paid by other people, it must be because he 
cannot give such good security : and competition will limit the extra 
demand to a fair equivalent for the risk of his proving insolvent. Though 
the law intends favour to the borrower, it is to him above all that injustice 
is, in this case, done by it. What can be more unjust than that a person 
who cannot give perfectly good security, should be prevented from borrow- 
ing of peisons who are willing to lend money to him, by iheir not being 
permitted to leccive the rate of interest which would be a just equivalent for 
iheir risk ? Thiough the mistaken kindness of the law, he must cither go 
without tjje money which is perhaps necessary to save him from much 
gieater lossSl^Y or be driven to expedients of a far more ruinous descrip- 
tion, which the law either has not found it possible, or has not happened, 
to interdict. * # 

Adam Smith rather hastily expressed the opinion, that only two kinds 
of persons, ‘prodigals and projectors,’ could require to boriow money at 
more than the market rate of interest, fie should have included all 
persons who are in any pecuniary difficulties, however tempoiary their 
necessities may be. It may hd)Dpen to any person m .business, to be dis- 
appointed of the resources on which he had calculated for meeting some 
engagement, the non-fulfilment of whidi on a fixed day would be bank- 
ruptcy, In periods of commercial difficulty, this is the condition of many 
piosperous mercantile firms, who become competitors for the small 
amount of disposable capital which, m a time of general distrust, the 
owners are willing to part with. Up to the relaxation of the usury laws a 
few years ago, the limitations imposed by those laws were felt as a most 
serious aggravation of every commercial crisis. Merchants who could 
have obtained the aid they required at an interest of seven or eight per 
cent, for short periods, were obliged to give 20 or 30, or to resort to forced 
sales of goods at a still greater loss. Experience having ebtruded these 
evils on the notice pf parliament, the soit of compromise took place, ot 
which English legislation affords so many instances, and which helps to 
make our laws and pplicy the mass of inconsistency that they are. We 
reformed the laws as a person reforms a tight shoe, who cuts a hole in it 
where it pinches hardest, and continues to wear it. Retaining th^ 
erroneous pnnciple as a general rule, parliament allowed an exception in 
the case in which the practical mischief was most flagrant. It left the 
usury laws unrepealed, but exempted bills of exchange, of not moie than 
three months date, from their operation. Some years afteiwards the laws 
were repealed in regard to all other contracts, but left iq foice as to all 
those which relate to land. Not a particle of reason could be given for 
making this extraordinary distinction; but the* agricultural mind’ was 
of opinion that the interest on mos^gages, though it hardly ever comes up 
to the permitted point, would come up to a still higher point ; and the 
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laws are maintained that the landlords may, as they think, be enabled to 
borrow below the market nate, as the corn-laws were so long kept up that 
the same class might ,be able to sell corn above the market rate. The 
modesty of the pretension is quite worthy of the intelligence which can 
think that the end aimed at i^in any way forwarded by the means used. 

With regard to ‘prodigals and projectors’ spoken of by Adan^ 
Smith ; no law can pievei^t a pri^digal from ruining himself, unless it lays 
him or his property uiyier actual restraint, which, on the requisition of his 
relations, the Roman Law and some of the Continental systems founded 
on it give power m certain cases to do. The only effect of usury laws 
upon a prodigal, is to make his rum rather more expeditious, by driving 
him to a disreputable class of money-dealers, and rendering the conditions 
more onerous by the extra iisk created by the law. As for projectors, a 
term, in its unfavourable sense, rather unfairly applied to every person 
who has a project ; such laws may put a veto upon the prosecution of the 
most promising enterprise, when planned, as it geneially is, by a person 
who does not possess capital adequate to its successful completion. 
Many of the greatest im])rovements were at first looked shyly on by 
capitalists, and had to wait long before they found one sufficiently ad- 
venturous to be the fiist m a new path . many ycais elapsed before 
Stephenson could convince even the enterprising mcrcanMie public of 
Liverpool and Manchest^ of the advantage of substituting railways for 
tumpike-roads ; and plans on which gr#at Lil:¥)ur and large sums have 
been expended with little visible lesult (the epoch in their progress when 
predictions of failure are sure to be the most rife)f may be indefinitely 
suspended, or altogether diopped, and the outlay all lost, if, when the 
original funds are exhausted, the law^ill not allow more to be raised on 
the terms op whioi^ people are willing to •expose it to the chances of an 
enterprise not yet secure bf success. 

§ 3. Loans are not the only kinS of contract, of which government have 
thought themselves qualified to regulate the conditions better than the 
persons interested. '"Hiere is scarcely any commodity which they have 
not, at some place or time, endcavoui ed to make either dearer or cheaper 
than it would be if left to itself. The most plausible case for artificially 
cheapening a commodity, is that of food. The desirableness of the object 
is in this case undeniable. But since the average price of food, like that 
of other things, conforms to the cost of production with the addition of the 
usual profit ; if this price is not expected by the fanner, he will, unless 
compelled law, produce no more than he lequires for his own con- 
sumption : and the law therefore, if absolutely determined to have food 
cheaper, must substitute, for the ordinary motives to cultivation, a system 
of penalties. If it shrinks front doing this, it has jio resource but that of 
taxing the whole nation, to give a bounty or premium to the grower or 
tmporter cSf com, thus giving everybody cheap bread at the expense of 
all : in reality a lafgess to those who ^o not pay taxes, at the expense of 
those who do ; one of the worst forms of a practice essentially bad, that 
of converting the working classes into unworking classes by making them 
a present of subsistence. 

It is not, however, so much the general or average price of food, as its 
occasional hign price in times of emergency, which governments have 
studied to reduce. In*some cases, as for example the famous ‘ maximum ’ 
of the revolutionary government of 1393, the compulsory regulation was 
an attempt by the ruling powers to counteract the necessary consequences 
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of their ovm acts ; to scatter an inaefinite abundance of the circulating 
medium with one hand, and keep down prices with the other ; a thing 
manifestly impossible under any regime except'^one of unmitigated terrOT. 
In case of actual scarcity, governments are often urged, as they were in 
the Irish emergency of 1847,10 take measures of some sort for moderating 
the price of food. But the price of a thing rannot be raised by deficiency 
j^of supply, beyond what is sufficient to make a corresponding reduction of 
file consumption ; and if a government p^evcntSlthis reduction from being 
brought about by a nse of puce, there remains n® mode of effecting it 
unless by taking possession of all the food, and serving it out in rations, 
as in a besieged town In a real scarcity, nothing can afford general 
relief, except a determination by the richer classes to diminish their own 
consumption. If they buy and consume their usual quantity of food, and 
content themselves with giving money, they do no good. The price is 
forced up until the poorest competitors have no longer the means of 
competing, and the privation of food is thrown exclusively upon the in- 
digent, the other classes being only affected pecuniarily. When the 
supply is insufficient, somebody must consume less, and if every rich 
person is determined not to be that somebody, all they do by subsidizing 
their poorer competitors is to force up the price so much the higher, with 
no effect but to enrich the corn-dealers, the very reverse of what is desired 
by those \viio /ecommend such measures. All that governments can do 
in these emergencies, is to counsel a general moderation in consumption, 
and to interdict such kinds of it ai are not of primary importance. Direct 
measures at the cost of the state, to procure food from a distance, are ex- 
pedient when from peculiar reasons the thing is not likely to be done by 
private speculation. In any other ,case they are a great error. Private 
speculators will not, m such cases, venture to compete with the govern- 
ment ; and though a government can do more than aiv/one F^erchant, it 
cannot do nearly so much as all merchants. 

§ 4. Governments, however, are often chargeable with having at- 
tempted, but too successfully, to make things dear, than with having 
aimed by wrong means at making them cheap. 'I'he usual instrument 
for producing aitificial dearness is monopoly. To confer a monopoly 
upon a producer or dealer, or upon a set of producers or dealers suffi- 
ciently numerous to combine, is to give them the power of levying any 
amount of taxation on the public, for their individual benefit, which will 
not make the public forego the use of the commodity. When the sharers 
in the monopoly are so rrumeroiis and so widely scattered that they are 
prevented from combining, the evil is considerably less : b\it even then 
the competition is not so active among a limited, as among an unlimited 
number. Those who feel assured of a fair average proportion in the 
general business, arc seldom eager to get a larger share by foregoing a 
portion of their profits A limitation of competition, howwer partial, 
may have mischievous effects quite disproportioned to the apparent cause! 
The mere exclusion of foieigners, from a branch of industry open to the 
free competition of every native, has been known, even in enterprising 
England, to render that branch a conspicuous exception to the general 
industrial energy of the country. The silk manufacture of England 
remained far behind that of other countries of Europe, **0 long as the 
foreign fabrics were prohibited. In addition to the tax levied for the 
profit, real or imaginary, of the monopolists, the v-onsumer thus pays an 
additional tax for their laziness andvincapacity. When relieved from the 
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Immediate stimulus of competition, producers and dealeis grow indifferent 
to the dictates of their ultimate pecuniaiy interest ; preferring to the most 
hopeful prospects, thf present ease of adhering to routine. A person 
who is alieady thriving, seldom puts himself out of his way to commence 
even a lucrative improvement, unless urgpd by the additional motive of 
fear lest some rivt\j should supplant him by getting possession of it 
before him. • • 

The condemnation, of monopolies ought not to extend to patents, by 
which the oiiginator of 5 n improved process is peimitted to enjoy, for a 
limited period, the exclusive privilege of using his own improvement. 
This is not making the commodity dear, for Ins benefit, but merely post- 
poning a part of the increased cheapness which the yjubhc owe to the 
inventor, in order to compensate and rewaid him for the service. That 
he ought to be compensated and rewarded for it, will not be denied, and 
also that if all were at once allon ed to avail themselves of his ingenuity, 
without having shared the labouis or the expenses which he had to incur 
in bringing his idea into a practical shape, either such expenses and 
labours would be undeigone by nobody, except very opulent and very 
public-spirited persons, or the slate must put a value on the service 
’•endeied by an inventor, and make him a pecuniaiy grant. This has 
been done in some instances, and may be done without in^on^nience in 
cases of very conspicuous public benefit ; but in general an exclusive 
privilege, of temporary duration, is preferable i because it leaves nothing 
to any one’s discretion ; because the rcwaid conferred by it depends upon 
the invention’s being found useful, and the greater the usefulness the 
greater the leward ; and because it is paid by the very persons to whom 
the service is tendered, the consumes of the commodity. So decisive, 
indeed, arg thes^ considciations, that •if the system of patents were 
abandoned for that of rew'ards by the slate, the best shape which these 
could assume would be that of*a small tcmpoiary tax imposed for the 
inventor’s benefit, on ^1 persons making use of the invention. 

§ 5. I pass to another kind of government interference, in which the 
end and the means are alike odious, but which existed in England until 
not much more than twenty years ago, and is in full vigour at this day 
ui some other countries. I mean the laws against combinations of work- 
men to raise wages ; laws enacted and maintained for the declared 
purpose of keeping w'ages low, as the famous Statute of Labourers was 
passed by a legislature of employers, to prevent the labouring class, when 
its numbers had been thinned by a pestilence, from taking advantage of 
the diminished competition to obtain higher wagjs. Such laws exhibit 
the infernal spiiit of the slave master, when to retain the w'orkmg classes 
in avowed slavery has ceased to be practicable. 

If it were possible for the working classes, by combining among them- 
._lves, toTaise or keep up the general rate of wages, it needs hardly be 
said that this would be a thing not ^p be punished, but to be welcomed 
and rejoiced at. Unfortunately, the effect is quite beyond attainment by 
such means. The multitudes who compose the working class aie toa 
numerous, and too widely scattered, to combine at all, nfiuch more to 
combine effectually. If they could do so, theymiight doubtless succeed 
in diminishing the hours of labour, and obtaining the same wages for less 
work. But if they ahned at obtaining actually higher wages than the 
rate fixed by demand and supply rate winch distributes the whole 
circulating capital of the country among the entire working iJbpulation— 
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this could only be accomplished by Keeping a part of their number per- 
manently out of employment. As support from public charity would of 
course be refused to those who could get work and would not accept it, 
they would be thiown for support upon the tradcjj union of which they 
were members ; and the workmen collectively would be no better off than 
before, having to suppoit the same numbers out of the same aggregate 
^ wages. In this way, however, the plass would have Us attention forcibly 
drawn to the fact of a superfluity of nnmberri, and to the necessity, if 
they would have high wages, of proportioning the supply of labour to the 
demand. 

Combinations to keep up wages are sometimes successful, in trades 
where the workpeople are few. in number, and collected in a small 
number of local centres. It is questionable if combinations ever 
had the smallest effect on the permanent remuneration of spinners or 
weavers ; but the journeymen type-founders, by a close combination, are 
able, It is said, to keep up a late of wages much beyond that which is 
usual in employments of equal hardness and skill ; and even the tailors, 
a much more numerous class, are understood to have had, to some extent, 
a similar success. A rise of wages, thus confined to particular employ* 
ments, is not (like a rise of general wages) defrayed from profits, but 
raises the value and price of the particular article, and falls on the con- 
sumer ; the <i»ipitahst who produces the commodity being only injured in 
so far as the high price tends to narrow the market ; and not even then, 
unless it does so in a giy^atcr natio than that of the rise of price : for 
though, at higher wages, he employs, with a given capital, fewer workmen, 
and obtains less of Ahe commodity, yet, if he can sell the whole of this 
diminished quantity at the higher price, his profits are as great as before. 

This partial rise of wages, if not gamed at the expense of the remainder 
of the working class, ought to Le regaided as a beneflh Th% consumer, 
indeed, must pay for it ; but cheapness of gooas is desirable only when 
the cause of it is that their production costs little labour, and not when 
occasioned by that labour’s being ill remunerated^. It may appear, how- 
ever, at first sight, that the high wages of the typc-lounders (for example) 
are obtained at the general cost of the labouring class. This high 
remuneration either causes fewer persons to find employment in the 
trade, or, if not, must lead to the investment of more capital in it, at the 
expense of other trades : in the fust case, it throws an additional number 
of labourers on the general market ; in the second, it withdraws from 
that market a portion of tiie demand : eflccts, both of which are injurious 
to the working classes. Such, indeed, would really be the result of a 
successful combination in a particular trade or trades, for some time after 
its formation ; but when it is a permanent thing, the principles so often 
insisted upon in this treatise, show that it^'Can have no such effect. The 
habitual earnings of the working classes at large can be affected by 
nothing but the habitual requirements of the labouring people : these" 
indeed may be altered, but while they remain the same, wages never fall 
permanently below the standard of these requirements, and cannot long 
remain above that standard. If there had been no combination in par- 
ticular trades, and the wages of those trades had never been kept above 
the universal level, there is no reason whatever to suppose that the 
universal level would have been at all higher than it now is. There would 
merely have been a great number of people altogether, and a smaller 
number of exceptions to the ordinary low rate of wages. 
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Combinations to keep up wages ar^ therefore not only permissible, but 
useful, whenever really calculated to have that effect. It is, however, an 
indispensable condition that the combination should be voluntary. No 
seventy, necessary to^the purpose, is too great to be employed against 
attempts to compel workmen to join a union, or take part in a strike, by 
threats or violence. Mere moyal compulsK^n, by the expression of opinion, 
the law ought not fo interfere with ; it belongs to more enlightenc^ 
opinion to ichtriin it, by^rectifjiing the moral sentiments of the people. 
Other questions arise ^hen the combination, being voluntary, proposes to 
itself objects really contrary to tlie public good. High uages and short 
hours are generally gmod objects, or, at all events, may be so, and a 
limitation of the number of persons in employment may be a necessary 
condition of these. Combinations, therefore, not to work foi less than 
certain wages, or for more than a certain number of hours, or even not to 
work for a master who employs more than a certain number of apprentices, 
are, when voluntary on the part of all who engage m them, not only 
unexceptionable, but would be desirable, were it not that they almost 
always fail of their effect, liut in many trades’ unions, it is among the 
rules that there shall be no task work, or no difference of pay between the 
most expert workmen and the most unskilful, or that no member of the 
union shall earn moie than a certain sum per week, in order that there 
may be more employment foi the rest. These are combinations to effect 
objects which arc pernicK^s. Their success, even when only partial, is a 
public mischief ; and were it complete, yould be equal m magnitude to 
almost any of the evils arising from bad economical legislation. Hardly 
anything worse can be said of the worst laws on ih» subject of industry 
and Its remuneration, than that they place the energetic and the idle, the 
skilful and the incompetent on a le\el^ and this it is the avowed object of 
the legulatipns of^Jiese unions to do. Aify society which exacts from Us 
members obedience to lufbs of this description, and endeavours to enforce 
compliance with them on the part*of employers by refusal to work, mcuis 
the inconveniences of Communism, without getting iid of any of those of 
individual property.* /I' does not follow, however, that the law would be 
warranted in making the formation of such associations illegal and 
punishable. Independently of all considerations of constitutional liberty, 
the best interests of the human race now imperatively require that all 
economical experiments, voluntarily undertaken, should have the fullest 
license, and that force and fraud should be the only means of attempting 
to benefit themselves which are interdicted to ^he less fortunate classes 
of the community. 

§ 6. Among the modes of undue exercise of the power of govern- 
ment, on which I have commented in this chapter, T[ have included only 
such as rest on theories which 4iave still more or less of footing in the 
most enlightened countries. I have not spoken *of some which hav^ 
done stillTyi*eater mischief in times not long past, but which are now 
generally given up, •at least in theory, tjiough enough of them still remain 
in practice to make it impossible as yet to class them among exploded 
errors. 

The notion, for example, that a government should choose opinions for 
the people, anij should not suffer any doctrines m politics, morals, law, 
or religion, but such as it appro\cb, to be printed or publicly professed, 
may be said to be alto^feiher abandoned as a general thesis. It is now 
well undjsrstood that a legime of this ^ort is fatal to all prosperity, even 
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of an economical kind ; that the human mind, when prevented either by 
fear of the law or by fear of opinion horn exercising its faculties freely on 
the most important subjects, acquires a general torpidity and imbecility, 
by which, when they reach a certain point, it is‘ disqualified from making 
any considerable advances even in the common affturs of life, and which, < 
when greater still, make it gradually lose even its previous attainments. 
There cannot be a more decisive example than Spam and Portugal, from 
^Jle Reformation to the present time. The decline of those countries in 
national giealncss and even in material Clvilira'ion, while almost all the 
other nations of Europe were uninleiiiiptedly advancing, has been 
ascribed to various causes, but theie is one which lies at the foundation 
of them all : the Holy Inquisition, and the system of mental slavery of 
which it is the symbol. 

Yet although these tiiilhs aie very widely recognised, and fieedom both 
of opinion and of discussion is admitted as an axiom in all fice countries, 
this apparent liberality and tolerance has acquired so little of the 
authority of a piinciple, that it is always ready to give way to the dread 
or horror inspired by some particular sort of opinions. Within the last 
two or three years several individuals have suffered imprisonment for the 
public profession, sometimes in a very temperate manner, of infidel 
opinions ; and it is piobable that both the public and the government, at 
the first i^nic which arises on the subject of Chartism on Communisnv 
will fly to sinlttar ‘means for checking the propagation of democratic or 
anti-property doctrines. In this country, howerer, the effective restraints 
on mental freedom proceed mucli less from the law or the government, 
than from the intolerant temper of the national mind ; arising no longer 
from even so respectable a source as bigotry or fanaticism, but rather 
from the general habit, both in opinion and conduct, of making adherence 
to custom the rule of life, and enforcing it, by social penalties, against 
all persons who, without a pafty to back them, assent thei“ individual 
independence. 


CHAPTER XL, 

OF THE GROUNDS AND LIMITS OF THE LAISSER-FAIRE OR NON* " 
INTERFFRENCE PRINCIPLE. 

§ I. We have now reached the last part of our undertaking ; the 
discussion, so far as suited to this treatise (that is, so far as it is a question 
of principle, not detail) of the limits of the province of goV^emment ; the 
question, to what objects governmental intervention in the affairs of 
society may or should extend, over and above those which necessarily 
appertain to it. No subject has been 'more keenly contested in the 
present age : the contest, however, has chiefly been carried on around 
certain select points, with only flying excursions into the rest of the fielSi.’ 
Those indeed who have discussed any particular question of government 
interference, such as state education (spiritual or secular), regulation rf 
hours of labour, a public provision for the poor, etc., have often dealt 
largely in general arguments, far outstretching the special application 
made of them, and haife shown a sufficiently strong bias.jeither in favour 
of letting things alone, or in favour of meddling ; but have seldom 
declared, or apparently decided in their own minds, how far they would 
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Barry either principle. The sujDporters of interference have been content 
with asserting a general right and duty on the part of government to 
intervene, wheiever its intej^vention would be useful : and when those who 
have been called the laisser-fairc school have attempted any definite 
limitation of the province of government, they have usually restricted it 
to the protection of person and proper^’ against force and fiaud ; a 
definition to which neither they nor any one else can deliberately adherq. 
since it excludes, a# has J)een |hown in a preceding chapter,* some of 
the most indispensable and unaniinoualy recognised of the duties of 
government. * • 

Without professing entirely to supply this deficiency of a general 
theory, on a question which docs not^ as I conceive, admit of any 
universal solution, I shall attempt to aifoid some little aid tovvaids the re- 
solution of this class of questions as they aiise,by examining, in the most 
general point of view in which the subject can be considered, what 
are the advantages, and what the evils or inconveniences, of government 
interference. 

We must set out by distinguishing between two kinds of intervention 
Iw the government, which, though they may relate to the same subject, 
differ widely in their natuie and effects, and require, for their justification, 
motives of a very dilfcrent degree of urgency. The intervention may 
extend to contiolling the free agency of individuals. tio>*«rnment may 
interdict all persons from doing certain things ; or fiom doing them 
without its authorization ; or may prcsc]^be to^them ceitam things to be 
done, or a certain manner of doing things which it is left optional with 
them to do or to abstain from This is the authoritative interference of 
government. There is another kind of inteivention which is not 
authoritative : when a government, ii^tcad of issuing a command and 
criforcing it by p^alties, adopts the coaise so seldom rescued to by 
governments, and%f which such important use might be made, that 
of giving advice, and promulgcfting infoimation ; or wdicn, leaving 
individuals free to use their own means of pursuing any object of general 
interest, the govemtf.^m, no* meddling with them, but not trusting the 
object solely to their care, establishes, side by side with their airange- 
mofits, an agency of its own for a like purpose. Thus, it is one thing to 
.maintain a Church Establishment, and another to refuse toleration to 
other religions, or to peisons professing no leligion. It is one thing to 
provide schools or colleges, and another to requiie that no person shall 
act as an instructor of youth without a govtwnment license, 'fhcie 
might be a national bank, or a government manufactory, without any 
monopoly against private banks and manufactories. There might be a 
post-office, without penalties against the conveyaiicl of Ictteis by other 
mejins. Thcie may be a corps of government engineers for civil puiposcs, 
while the profession of a civil engineer is free to be Adopted by every one. 

public hospitals, without any restriction upon private 
medfcal or surgical practice. 

§ 2, It is evident, even at first sight, that the authoritative form 
of government intervention has a much more limited sphere of legitimate 
action than the other. It requires a much stronger necessity to justify it 
in any case, while there are large departments of •human life from which 
it must be unreservedly and imperiously excluded. Whatever theory we 
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neglected, and an excuse is always ready for the neglect ; while the headt 
of the admin IS tiation have their minds so fully taken up w'ith official 
details, in however perfunctory a manner superintended, that they have 
no time or thought to spaie for the gieat inteiesta of the state, and the 
preparation of enlarged measures of social improvement. 

But these inconveniences, tlVough real and seiious, result much more 
from the bad organization of goveinments, than from^the extent or variety 
of the duties undertaken by them. (}ovanmcRt is not a name for some 
one functionary, or definite number of functionaries * there may be almost 
any amount of division of labour within the admimstralive body itself. 
The evil in question is felt in great magnitude under some of the govern- 
ments on the Continent, wheic six or eight men, living at the capital and 
known by the name of ministcis, demand tliat the whole public business 
of the countiy sh;ill pass, or be supposed to pass, under their individual 
eye. But the inconvenience would be reduced to a veiy manageable 
compass, in a country in which there was a proper distribution of 
functions between the central and local officers of government, and in 
which the central body was divided into a sufficient number of depart- 
ments. When Parliament thought it expedient to confer on the govern- 
ment an inspecting and paitially controlling authoiity over railways, it 
did not (Qdd railways to the department of the Home Minister, but 
created a Raiivvay Board. When it determined to have a ccntial super- 
intending authoiity for pauper administration, it established the Poor 
Law Commission. There' are f;5w countiies in which a gi eater number 
of functions are dischaigcd by public officers, than in some states of the 
American Union, pj*irticulaily the New England States . but the division 
of labour in public business is exti,^me ; m®*st of these officers being not 
even amenable to any common superior, but performing their duties 
freely, under the double check" of election by their tr-^wnsmen, and civil 
as well as criminal resporiSi])ility to the; tribunals. 

It is, no doubt, indispensable to good government that the chiefs of the 
administration, whether permanent or tcmpoiary, should extend a com- 
manding, though general, view over the cftscjublc of all the interests 
confided, in any degree, to the responsibility of the cential power. But 
with a skilful internal organization of the admmisti alive machine, leaving 
to subordinates, and as far as possible to local subordinates, not only the 
execution, but to a great degice the control, of details ; holding them 
accountable for the results of their acts rather than for the acts them- 
selves, except where the^e come within the cognizance of the tribunals ; 
taking the most effectual secuiitics for honest and capable 'iippointments ; 
opening a broad pyth to promotion from the inferior degrees of the 
administrative scale to the superior ; leaving, at each step, to the func- 
tionary, a wider range in the originati6n of mcasuies, so that, in the 
highest grade of all, deliberation may be concentrated gn. the great 
collective mteiests of the country in each depailmcyit; if all 
done, the government would net probably be overbiirthened by any 
business, in other respects fit to be undcrlakeii by it ; though the over- 
burthening would remain as a serious addition to the inconveniences 
incurred by its undertaking any which w^as unfit. 

§ 5. But although abetter organization of governments would greatly 
diminish the force of the objection to the mere multiplication of their 
duties, it would still remain true that in all the more advanced com- 
munities^ the great majority of tlvngs are worse done by the inlerventioi^ 
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of government, than the individuals most interested in the matter would 
do them, or cause them to be done! if left to themselves. The grounds 
of this truth are expressed with tolciable exactness m the popular dictum, 
that people understand their own business and their own interests better, 
and care for them 1114)1 e, than the govcmmenl docs, or can be expected 
to do. This maxim holds true throughout the greatest part of the business 
of life, and wherever it is true.we ought to«condcmn every kind of govern- 
ment intervention that conflicts with it. The inferiority of governmeijj 
agency, for example, in any ol the common operations of industry or 
commerce, is proved i^y the fact, that it is hardly ever able to maintain 
itself in equal competition with individual agency, where the individuals 
possess the requisite degree of industiial enterprise, and can command 
the necessary assemblage of means. /^] the facilities which a goveni- 
ment enjoys of access to information ; all the means which it possesses 
of remunerating, and therefore of commanding, the best available talent 
in the market — are not an equivalent for the one great disadvantage of an 
inferior inteiest m the result. 

It must be icincmbcred, besides, that even if a government were 
superior in intelligence and knowledge to any single individual in the 
nation, it must be inferior to all the individuals of the nation taken 
together. It can neither possess in itself, nor enlist in its service, more 
than a portion of the acquirements and capacities which the c^intry con- 
tains, applicable to any given purpose. There must J3e#many persons 
equally qualified for the \w)rk with those whom the government employs, 
even if it selects its instruments with wo reference to any consideration 
but tbeir fitness. Now these aie the vciy persons into whose hands, in 
the cases of most common occunence, a system tf individual agency 
naturally tends to throw tb^ work, because they are capable of doing it 
better and on cheaper terms than any^othcr persons. So far as this is the 
case, It IS •videniJiihat goveinment, by excluding or even by superseding 
individual agency, either substitjjtes a less qualified instrumentality for 
one better qualified, or at any rate substitutes its own mode of accom- 
plishing the work, ^r all tho variety of modes which would be tried by a 
number of equally qualified persons aiming at the same end ; a competi- 
tion by many degrees more propitious to the progress of improvement, 
than any uniformity of system. 

§ 6. I have reserved for the last place one of the strongest of the 
reasons against the extension of government agency. Even if the 
government could comprehend within itself; m each department, all 
the most eminent intellectual capacity and active talent of the nation, 
it would not be the less desirable that the conduct of a large portion of 
the affairs of society should be left in the hands of ^he persons immedi- 
ately interested in them. The business of life is an essential part of the 
practical education of a peopled; without which, b^ok and school instruc- 
tion, t h oiij^lLmost necessary and salutary, does not suffice to qualify them 
fdrtohHuct, and fqi' the adaptation of means to ends. Instruction is only 
one of the desiderata of mental impri^vement ; another, almost as indis- 
pensable, is a vigorous exercise of the active energies ; labour, contrivance, 
judgment, self-control : and the natural stimulus to these is the difficulties 
of life. This doctrine is n8t to be confounded with the complacent 
Cjptimism* whioli represents the difficulties of Iffe as desirable things, 
becaiiP'* they call forth ^qualities adapted to combat with difficulties. It is 
only bzcAiise (he difficulties exist, that the qualities which combat with 
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them are of any value. As practidal being^s it is our business to free 
human life from as many as possible of its difficulties, and not to keep up 
a stock of them as hunters preserve game, for the exercise of pursuing it. 
But since the need of active talent and practical jiylgment in the affairs 
of life can only be diminished, and not, even on the most favourable 
supposition, done away with, it is imporuint that those endowments 
fjiould be cultivated not merely in a select few, but ^n all, and that the 
cultivation should be more varied and cjmple*^e than most persons are 
able to find in the nairow sphere of their merely ii*dividual interests. A 
people among whom there is no habit of spontaneous action for a collective 
interest —who look habitually to their government to command or prompt 
them in all matters of joint concern — who expect to have everything done 
for them, except what can be made an affair of mere habit and routine — 
have their faculties only half developed ; their education is defective in 
one of its most important bianches. 

Not only is the cultivation of the active faculties by exercise, diffused 
through the whole community, in itself one of the most \ aluable of national 
possessions it is rendeied, not less, but more, necessaiy, by the fact, that 
a high degree of that indispensable cultuie is systematically kept up in 
the chiefs and functionaries of the state. There cannot be a combination 
of circuiitj^ances more dangerous to human welfare, than that in which 
intelligence a..d talent are maintained at a high standaid within a 
governing corporation, but starved and discouraged outside the pale. 
Such a system, more conpletel/ than any other, embodies the idea of 
despotism, by arming with intellectual superioiity as an additional weapon, 
those who have already the legal power. It apiiroaches as nearly as the 
organic difference betw^een human beings .and other animals admits, to 
the government of sheep by thefr shepherd, without anything like so 
strong an interest as the shepherd has in the^ thrivi^^g condition of the 
flock. The only security against political slavery, is the check maintained 
over governors, by the diffusion of intelligence, activity, and public spirit 
among the governed. Experience proves the extreme difficulty of per- 
manently keeping up a sufficiently high standard olf those qualities ; a 
difficulty which incie.ises, as the advance of civilization and security 
removes one after another of the hardships, embarrassments, and dangers 
against which individuals had formerly no resource but in their own 
strength, skill, and courage It is therefore of supieme impoitance that 
all classes of the community, down to the lowest, should have much to do 
for themselves ; that as' great a demand should be made upon their 
intelligence and virtue as it is in any respect equal to ; that the govern- 
ment should not only, leave as much as possible to their own faculties the 
conduct of whatever concerns themselves alone, but should suffer them, or 
rather encourage thci^i, to manage as many as possible of their joint 
concerns by voluntary co-opcration : since the discussion and management 
of collective interests is the great school of that public spirit, flifcr'tLci^#aftt* 
source of that intelligence of pub^c affaiis, which arc* always regarded as 
the distinctive character of the public of free countries. 

A democratic constitution, not supported by democratic institutions in 
detail, but confined to the central government, not only is not political 
freedom, but often creales a spirit precisely the reverse, carrying down to 
the lowest grade in society the desire and ambition of political domination. 
In some countries the desire of the people is for ndt being tyrannized over, 
but in others it is merely for an ec^ual chance to everybody of tyrannizing. 
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Unhappily, this last state of the desires is fully as natural to mankind as 
the former, and in many of the conditions even of civilized humanity, is 
far more largely exemplified. In proportion as the people are accustomed 
to manage their affairs by their own active intervention, instead of leaving 
them to the government, their desires will turn to repelling tyranny, rather 
than to tyrannizing : while in proportion af all real initiative and direction 
resides in the government, and individuals habitually feel and act asundw 
its perpetual tutelage, popular iifstitutions develop in them not the desiie 
of freedom, but an unmeasured appetite for place and power ; diverting 
the intelligence and activity of the country from its principal business, to 
a wretched competition for the selfish prizes and the petty vanities of 
office. • 

§ 7. The preceding are the principal reasons, of a general character, in 
favour of restricting to the narrowest compass the intervention of a public 
authority in the business of the community : and few will dispute the more 
than sufficiency of these reasons to throw, in every instance, the burthen 
of making out a strong case, not on those who resist, but on those who 
recommend, government interference. Laisser-fatre^ in short, should be 
the general practice : every departure from it, unless required by some 
great good, is a certain evil. 

The degree in which the maxim, even in the cases to which jt is most 
manifestly applicable, has heretofore been infringed «by^govcmments, 
future ages will probably# have difficulty in crediting. Some idea may 
be formed of it from the description b)i M. l>inoyer* of the restraints 
imposed on the operations of manufacture under the old government of 
France, by the meddling and regulating spirit of legislation. 

‘ La socidte exerqait sur la fabrication la juridiction la plus illimitde et 
la plus arbitraire : elle disposait sans scrupuledes facultds des fabricants ; 
elle ddcidaifequi p^urrait travailler, quells chose on pouirait faire, quels 
matdnaux on d^vrait employer, qijpls procedds il faudrait suivre, quelles 
formes on donnerait aux produits, etc. II ne suffisait pas de faire bien, 
de faire mieux, il fa^ait faire«suivant les rdgles. Qui ne connait ce legle- 
ment de 1670, qui prescrivait de saisir et de cloiier au poteau, avec le nom 
des auteurs, les marchandises non conformes aux regies tracees, et qui, h, 
la seconde recidive, voulait que les fabricants y fussent attachds eux- 
mdmes ? Il ne s’agissait pas de consulter le gout des consommateurs, 
mais de se conformcr aux volontes de la loi. Des legions d'lnspecteurs, 
de commissaires, de controleurs, de jurds, de gardes, dtaient chaigds de 
les faire cxdcuter ; on brisait .les mdtiers, on Wulait les produits qui ny 
dtaient pas coftformes ; les amdliorations dtaient punies ; on mettait Jes 
inventeurs h I’amende. On soumettait h des rdgles ^iffdrentes la fabrica- 
tion des objets destinds h. la consommation intdrieure et celle des produits 
destinds au commerce dtranget. Un artisan n’d^ait pas le maitre de 
choisir le lieu de son dtablissement, ni de travailler en toute saison, ni de 
^trtPreikff^offr touUe monde. Il existe un ddcret du 30 Mars, 1700, qui 
borne k dix-huit vines le nombre des ligux ou Ton pourra faire des has au 
mdtier ; un arrdt du 18 Juin, 1723, enjoint aux fabricants de Rouen de 
suspendre leurs travaux de ler Juillet au 15 Septembre, afin de faciiuer 
ceux de la rdcolte ; Louis XIV., quand il voulut entreprendre la colonnade 
du Louvre, ddfgidit aux particuliers d^employer des ouvriers sans sa per- 
mission, sous peine de 10,000 livres d’amende, et aux ouvriers dc tra^ aillcr 
• 

* De la Lihertc du Ttaviul^ vol. ii pp. 353*4. 
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pour les particuliers, sous peine, pour la premiere fois, de la prison, et 
pour la seconde, des galores.* 

That these and similar regulations were not a dead letter, and that the" 
officious and vexatious meddling was prolonged to the French 
Revolution, we have the testimony of Roland, the Girondist minister* 
have seen,’ says he, ‘eighty, ninety, a hundred pieces of cotton or 
woollen stuff cut up, and completely destroyed. I have witnessed similai 
scenes every week for a number of yea^s. I have seen manufactured 
goods confiscated; heavy fines laid on the manufacturei s ; some pieces 
of fabric were burnt in public places, and at the nours of market : others 
were fixed to the pillory, with the name of the manufacturer inscribed 
upon them, and he himself was threatened with the pillory, in case of a 
second offence. All this was done under my eyes, at Rouen, m conformity 
with existing regulations, or ministeiial orders. What crime deserved so 
cruel a punishment? Some defects in the matciials employed, or in the 
texture of the fabric, or even m some of the threads of the warp. 

‘I have frequently seen manufacturers visited by a band of satellites 
who put all in confusion in their establishments, spread terror in their 
families, cut the stuffs from the frames, tore off the warp from the looms, 
and earned them away as pi oofs of infiingement ; the manufacturers 
>\ere summoned, tried, and condemned : their goods confiscated ; copies 
of their judgm :nt of confiscation posted up in every public place ; fortune, 
reputation, credit, all was lost and destroyed- And for what offence ? 
Because they had made cf worried, a kind of cloth called shag, such as 
the English used to manufactuic, and even sell in France, while the 
French regulations 'Slated that that kind of cloth should be made with 
mohair. 1 have seen other manufacturers^ trea^d m the same way, 
because they had made camlets oV a particular ti'idth, used in England 
and Geimany, for which there \tas a great demand from Spain, Portugal, 
and other countries, and fiom several paits of'Praiice, i\hilc the Fiench 
regulations prescribed other widths for Camlets.’ ’ 

The time is gone by, when such applications as these of the principle 
of ‘paternal government’ would be attempted, in ’even the least en- 
lightened country of the European commonwealth of nations. In such 
cases as those cited, all the general objections to government interference 
are valid, and several of them in nearly their highest degree. But we 
must now turn to the second part of our task, and direct our attention to 
cases, in which some of those general objections are altogether absent, 
while those which can never be got nd pf entirely, are overiuled by 
counter-considerations of still greater importance. u 

We have observed that, as a general rule, the business of life is better 
performed when those who have an immediate interest in it are left tc 
take their own course, uncontrolled either by the mandate of the law oi 
by the meddling of any public functionary. The persons, or some of the 
persons, who do the work, are likely to be better judges 
ment, of the means of attaining the particular end at which they aim 
Were we to suppose, what is not very probable, that the government hai 
possessed itself of the best knowledge which had been acquired up to ; 
given time by the persons most skilled in the occupation ; even then, thi 
individual agent has so -much stronger and more direct an interest in tb 

♦ I quote at second hand, from Mr. Carey’s Essa^ on the Rate of Wogei 
pp. 195-6. 
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result, that the means are far more likely to be improved and perfected if 
left to his uncontrolled choice. But if the workman is generally the best 
selector of means, can it fte a^rmed with the same universality, that the 
consumer, or person •served, is the most competent judge of the end ? Is 
the buyer always qualified to judge of Ilje commpiiity ? If not, the pre- 
sumption in favour of the coftipetition of the market does not apply to t]^e 
case ; and if the commodity be one, in the quality of which society has 
much at stake, the balanCe of jfd vantages may be in favour of some mode 
or degree of intervent^oi> by the authorized representatives of the collective 
interest of the state. 

§ 8. Now, the proposition that the consumer is a competent judge of 
the commodity, can be admitted onl/with numerous abatements and 
exceptions. He is generally the best judge (though even this is not true 
universally) of the material objects produced for his use. These are 
destined to supply some physical want, or gratify some taste or inclina- 
tion, respecting which wants or inclinations there is no appeal from the 
person who feels them ; or they are the means and appliances of some 
occupation, for the use of the persons engaged in it, who may be presumed 
to be judges of the things required in their own habitual employment. 
But there are other things, of the worth of which the demand of the 
market is by no means a test ; things of which the utili|y ^oes flot consist 
in ministering to inclinations, nor in serving the daily uses of life, and the 
want of which is least felf where the negd is greatest. This is peculiarly 
true of those things which are chiefly usefiil as tending to laise the 
character of human beings. The uncultivated qmnot be competent 
judges of cultivation. Those who most need to be made wiser and 
better, usually desire it leastf and if tlfey desired it, would be incapable of 
finding the way to it by their own lights* It will continually happen, on 
the voluntjfty systlfem, thiyt, the end not being desired, the means will not 
be provided at«all, or that, the persons requiring improvement having an 
imperfect or altogether erroneous conception of what they want, the 
supply called forthibythe demand of the market will be anything but 
what is really required. Now any well-intentioned and tolerably civilized 
government may think without presumption that it does or ought to 
possess a degree of cultivation above the average of the community which 
It rules, and that it should therefore be capable of offering better education 
and better instruction to the people, than the greater number of them 
would spontaneously select. Education, therejpie, is one of those things 
which it is admissible in principle that a government should provide for 
the people. Yhe case is one to which the reasons of the non-interference 
principle do not necessarily or universally extend.** 

* In opposition to these opinioift, a writer, with whoip on many points I agree, 
but whose hostility to government intervention seems to me too indiscriminate and 
Dunoyer, observes, that instruction, however good m itself, can 
only be useful to the*public, in so far as tjjey are willing to receive it, and that 
the best proof that the instruction is suitable to their wants, is its success as a 
pecuniary enterprise. This argument seems no more conclusive respecting 
instruction for the mind, than it would be respecting medicine for the body. No 
medicine will do the patient any good if he cannot be yiduced to take it ; but we 
are not bound fo admit as a corollary from this, that the patient will select the 
right medicine without assistance. Is it not possible that a recommendation, from 
any quarter which he respects, may induce him to accept a better medicine than 

he would spontaneously have chosen ? Tl^s is, in respect to educati^, the very 
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With regard to elementary education, the exception to ordinary iiiles 
may, I conceive, justifiably be earned still fvrther. There are certain 
primary elements and means of knowledge, which it is in the highest 
degree desirable that all human beings born into the community should 
•acquire during childhood. If their parents, or those on whom they 
depend, have the power of obtaining for them this in.struction, and fail to 
do It, they commit a double breach of duty : towards the children them- 
selves, and towards the members of the communityr generally, who are all 
liable to suffer seriously from the consequences Of ignorance and want of 
education in their fellow citizens. It is therefore an allowable exercise of 
the powers of government, to impose on parents the legal obligation of 
giving elementary instruction to children. This however cannot fairly 
be done, without taking measures to ensure that such instruction shall be 
always accessible to them, either gratuitously or at a trifling expense. 

It may indeed be objected that the education of children is one of 
those expenses which parents, even of the labouring class, ought to 
defray ; that it is desirable that they should feel it incumbent on them to 
provide by their own means for the fulfilment of their duties, and that by 
giving education at the cost of others, just as much as by giving subsis- 
tence, the standard of necessary wages is proportionally lowered, and the 
springs ot'exertiop and self-restraint m so much relaxed. This argument 
could, at best, be only valid if the question were that of substituting a 
public provision for what individuals would otherwise do for themselves ; 
if all parents in the labouring class recognised and practised the duty of 
giving instruction tostheir children at their own expense. But inasmuch 
as parents do not practise this duty, and do, not include education among 
those necessary expenses w'hich tfieir wages must provide for, therefore 
the general rate of wages is not'high enough to bear tj^ose expenses, and 
they must be borne from some other source. And this is, not one of the 
cases in which the tender of help perpetuates the state of things which 
renders help necessary. Instruction, w^hen* it is really such, does not 
enervate, but strengthens as well as enlarges the active faculties : in 
whatever manner acquired, its effect on the mind is favourable to the 
spirit of independence : and when, unless had gratuitously, it would not 
be had at all, help in this form has the opposite tendency to that which in 


point in debate. Without iloubt, instruction which is so far in advance of the 
people that they cannot be induced to avail themselves of it, is to them of no more 
worth than if it did not exist. But between what they spontaneously choose, and 
what they will refuse td accept when offered, there is a breadth of interval pro- 
portioned to their deference for the recommeivler. Besides, a thing of which the 
public arc bad judges, may require to be shown to them and pressed on their 
attention for a long time, and to prove its advantages by long expwie^^lQiJ^qj^e 
they learn to appreciate it, yet they may learn at last ; whsxh they might never 
have done, if the thing had not beer thus obtruded upon them in act, but only 
recommended m theory. Now, a pecuniary speculation cannot wait years, or 
perhaps generations, for success ; it must succeed rapidly, or not at all. Another 
consideration which M. Dunoyer seems to have‘s overlooked, is, that institutions 
and modes of tuition which never could be made sufficiently popular to repay, 
with a profit, the expenses incurred on them, may be invaluable to the many by 
giving the highest quality of education to the few, an^Pkeeping up the perpetual 
succession of superior minds by whom knowledge is advanced, and tfe community 
urged forwrrd in civilization. 
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SO many other cases makes it objectionable ; it is help towards doing 
without help. , 

In England, and most European countiics, elementary instruction 
cannot be paid for, at its full cost, fiom the c(mimon wages of unskilled 
labour, and would not if it could. ^The alternative therefore is not 
between government and “private speculation, but beiween a government 
provision and voluntjyy chgrity : betw'cen inteifercnce by goveraiRent, 
and interfeience ^y associations of individuals, siibscnbing ihcir own 
money for the purpetse, like the tw'O great School Societies. It is, of 
course, not desirable that anything should be done by funds derned from 
compulsory taxation, which is already sufficiently well done by individual 
liberality. How far this is the case with school instruction, is, in each 
particular instance, a cpiestion of f.ict The education piovided in this 
country on the voluntary piinciple has of late been so much discussed, 
that it is needless in this place to ciiticize it minutely, and I shall merely 
express my conviction, lh.it even in quantity it is, and is likely to remain, 
altogether insufficient, while in quality, though with some slight tendency 
to improvement, it is nc\cr good except by some rare accident, and 
geneially so bad as to be little more than nominal I hold it therefore 
the duty of the go\einment to supply the defect, by proudly elementary 
schools, accessible to all the childicn of the pooi, fil|^r finely, or for a 
payment too i neon sidei able to be sensibly felt the lemamder of the cost 
to be dcfr.iyed, as m bcotland, by a J^ical that the inhabitants of the 
locality might ha\c a stronger interest in watching over the management, 
and checking negligence and .abuse. , 

One thing must be strijnuously insisted on ; that the government must 
claim no monopoly for its educatidb, cither in the lower or in the higher 
branches ; mu{st c\eit neither authoiiy/' nor influence to induce the people 
to resoit to its ic.aclfers in prefcience to others, and must confer no 
peculiar adfant.ages on those #ho have been instructed by them. Though 
the government teacher^ wall probably be supeiior to the average of 
private instructors, they wall not embody all the knowledge and sagacity 
to be ibund in all insiuictors taken together, and it is desirable to leave 
open as many roads as possible to the clesiied end. Nor is it to be 
enduied that a government should, either t/e jure or lie have a 
complete control over the education of the whole people. To possess 
such a control, and actually exert it, is to be a despot. A government 
which can mould the opinions and sentiiTK*nts of the people from their 
youth upi^ids, can do with them whatever it pleases Though a govern- 
ment, therefore, may, and in many cases ought to, establish schools and 
colleges, It must neither compel nor biibe any fierson to come to them ; 
nor ought the power of indi^duals to setup iiv.il establishments to depend 
in any degree upon its authorization. It majr be justified m requiring 
all^he people that they shall possess irstruction in certain things, 
but not in prcs0ribing to them how or from w^hom they shall obtain it. 

§ 9 In the matter of cducatiofi, the inteivention of government is 
justifiable because the case is not one in Avhicli the inteiest and judgment < 
of the consumer are a •uflicient secuiity for the goodness of the com- 
modity Let us now consider another class ^f cases, where there is no 
person in tfte situation of a consumer, and wheie the inleiest and judg- 
ment to be relied o0\,are those of the agent himself ; as in the conduct of 
any business in w’hich he is excliisiycly interested, or m entering into any 
contract or eng.agement by which fi'e himself is to be bound# 
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The ground of the practical principle' of non-interference must here be, 
that most persons take a juster and more intelligent view of their own 
interest, and of the means of promoting it, than can either be prescribed 
to them by a general enactment of the legislature, or pointed out in the 
particular case by a public functionary. The maxim is unquestionably 
sound as a general rule ; but there is no difficulty in perceiving some very 
large and conspicuous exceptions to it. These may be classed under 
several heads. . 

First : — The individual who is presumed to be th^best iudge of his own 
interests may be incapable of judging or acting for hiiNself ; may be a 
lunatic, an idiot, an infant : or though not wholly incapable, may be of 
immature years and judgment. In this case the foundation of the laisser- 
faire principle breaks down entiiely. The person most interested is not 
the best judge of the matter, nor a competent judge at all. Insane 
persons are everywhere regarded as proper objects of the care of the 
state. In the ca^e of children and young persons, it is common to say, 
that though they cannot judge for themselves, they have their parents or 
other relatives to judge for them. But this removes the question into a 
different categoiy ; making it no longer a question whether the govern- 
ment should interfere with individuals in the direction of their own 
conduct anci,,interests, but whether it should leave absolutely in their 
power the conduc. and interests of somebody else. Parental power is as 
susceptible of abuse as any other power, and is, as a matter of fact, 
constantly abused. il hws do nor succeed in preventing parents from 
brutally ill-treating, and even from murdeimg their children, far less 
ought It to be presumed that the interests of children will never be sacri- 
ficed, in more commonplace and less revolting 'ways, to the selfishness or 
the mistakes of their parents. Whatever u can be clearly seen that 
parents ought to do or forbear fir the interest of children, th'e law is 
warranted, if it is able, in compelling t^ be doiie or forborne, and is 
generally bound to do so. To take an example from the peculiar province 
of political economy ; it is right that children, a^id young persons not yet 
arrived at maturity, should be protected, so far as the'eye and hand of 
the state can reach, from being over-worked. Labouring for too many 
hours in the day, or on work beyond their strength, should not be per- 
mitted to them, for if permitted it may always be compelled. Freedom 
of contract, in the case of children, is but another word for freedom 
of coercion. Education also, the best which circumstances admit 
of their receiving, is not a thing which parents or relatives, from 
indifference, jealousy, or avarice, should have it in their 'power to 
withhold. 4 

The reasons for legal intervention in favour of children, apply not less 
strongly to the case of thpse unfortunate slaves and victims of the most 
brutal part of mankind, the lower animals. It is by the grosse st: mi s- 
understanding of the principles of liberty, that the infliction of exempTSfy" 

e unishment on ruffianism practised t'»wards these defenceless creatures, 
as been treated as a meddling by government with things beyond its 
province; an interference with domestic life. The domestic life of 
domestic tyrants is one of the things which it h the most imperative on 
the law to interfere with ; and it is to be regretted that metaphysics 
scruples respecting the nature and source of the a^ithority of govern- 
ment, should induce many warm supporters of laws apjainst cruelty to 
animals to seek for a justification of juch laws in the incidental conse* 
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quenccs of the indulgence of ferocious habits, to the interests of human 
beings, rather than in •the intrinsic merits of the case itself. What it 
would be the duty pf a human being, possessed of the requisite physical 
strength, to prevent by force if attempted in his presence, it cannot be less 
incumbent* on society generally to repress. The existing laws of England 
on the subject a|p chiefly defective in the tiifling, often almost nomipal, 
maximum, to which the penalty even in the worst cases is limited ; a 
fortnight’s imprisoninent, or a fine of foity shillings. 

Among those members of the community whose freedom of contract 
ought to be controlled by the legislatuie for their own protection, on 
account (it is said) of their dependerU position, it is frequently proposed 
to include women : and in the lecent Factory Act, their labour, in common 
with that of young persons, has been placed under peculiar restrictions. 
But the classing together, for this and other purposes, of women and 
children, appears to me both indefensible in pnnciple and mischievous in 
practice. Children below a certain age cannot judge or act for them- 
selves ; up to a considerably greater age they arc inevitably more or less 
disqualified for doing so ; but women are as capable as men of appre- 
ciating and managing their own concerns, and the only hindrance to 
their doing so arises from the injustice of their present sorjal position. 
So long as the law makes everything which the wife acqwres tlie property 
of the husband, while by compelling her to live with him it forces her to 
submit to almost any amount of morai and «\ en physical tyranny which 
he may choose to inflict, there is some ground for legarding every act 
done by her as done under coercion : but it is the great error of reformers 
and philanthropists in our iime, to yibblc at the consequences of unjust 
power, instead of redressing the injustice itself. If women had as absolute 
a control ^s meuthavc, over their own persons and their own patrimony 
or acquisitions, theic w8uld be no plea for limiting their hours of labouring 
for themselves, in ordei that ^hey might have time to labour for the 
husband, in what is called, by the advocates of restriction, his home. 
Women employea in factories are the only women in the labouring rank 
of life whose position is not that of slaves and drudges ; precisely because 
they cannot easily be compelled to work and earn wages in factories 
against their will. For improving the condition of women, it should, on 
the contrary, be an object to give them the i eadiest access to independent 
industrial employment, instead of closing, either entirely or partially, that 
which is already open to them. • 

§ lo. A second exception to the doctrine that individuals are the best 
judges of their own interest, is when an individual attempts to judge 
irrevocably now, what will be best for his interest at some future and 
distant time. The presumptJbn in favour of individual judgment is only 
legitimate, wheie the judgment in grounded on actual, and especially on 
p?rsona^ experience ; not wheie it is formed antecedently to 
experience, and not suffered to be reversed even after experience has 
condemned it. When persons have bound themselves by a contract, not 
simply to do some one thing, but to continue doing something for ever 
or for a prolonged periodf without any power of i evoking the engage- 
ment, the prqpumption which their perseverance in that course of conduct 
would otherwise raise in favour of its being advantageous to them, does 
not exist; and any such presumption which can be grounded on their 
“ having voluntarily entered into the contract, perhaps at an early age, and 
without any real knowledge of what they undertook, is commonly next to 
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null. The practical maxim of leaving contracts free, is not applicable 
without great limitations in case of engagements^ in perpetuity ; and the 
law should be extremely jealous of such engagements^ ; should refuse its 
sanction to them, when the obligations they impose are such as the 
contracting party cannot be a coi^jpetent judge of ; if it ever does sanction 
the^n, It should take every possible sccuiity foi their being contracted with 
foresight and dclibciation ; and in compensation, for riot permitting the 
parties themselves to revoke their engagement, should grant them a 
release from it, on a sufficient case being made oat ‘before an impartial 
authority. 

§ II. The third exception which T shall notice, to the doctrine that 
government cannot manage the affaiis of individuals as well as the 
indinduals themselves, has rcfeience to the great class of cases in which 
the individuals can only manage the concern by delegated agency, and 
in which the so-called pjuatc management is, in point of fact, hardly 
better entitled to be called management by the pci sons interested, than 
administration by a public officer. Whatever, if left to spontaneous 
agency, can only be done by joint-stock associations, will often be as well, 
and sometimes better done, as far as the actual work is concerned, by the 
state Government management is, indeed, proveibially jobbing, careless, 
and ineffective bi\t so likewise has generally been joint-stock manage- 
ment The directors of a joml-stock company, it is tiue, are always 
shareholders ; but also the nicmbc^'s of a government are invariably tax- 
payers ; and m the case of directois, no more than in that of govern- 
ments, is their propoitional shaie of the benefits of good management, 
equal to the inlercsl they may possibly have in mismanagement, even 
without reckoning the interest of theu* ease, jft may be objected, that the 
shareholders, m their collective character, exercise a certain control over 
the directors, and have almost always full powc. to leffiovc them from 
office. Practically, however, the difficulty of exercising ‘this power is 
found to be so gieat, that it is hrudly ever cxeicised except in cases of 
such flagrantly unskilful, or, at le.ist, iinsurressful management, as would 
generally produce the ejection fiom office of managers ap])omted by the 
government Against the security afforded by meetings of shaieholders, 
and by their individual inspection and inquiries, maybe placed the greater 
publicity and more active discussion and comment, to be expected in free 
countries with regard to affairs in which the general government takes 
part. The defects, therefor,", of goveinment management, do not seem 
to be necessarily much greater, if necessarily greater at all, than those of 
management by joint-stock 

The true reasons in lavour of leaving to voluntary associations all such 
things as they are competent to peifoim, wpuld exist in equal strength if 
it were certain that the work itself would be as well or better done by 
public officers. These reasons have been already pointec?* 
mischief of ovei loading the chief functionaries of government with 
demands on their attention, and diverting them fiom duties which they 
alone can discharge, to objects winch can be sufficiently well attained 
without them ; the danger of unnccessaiily sv elhng the d»rcct power and 
indirect influence of government, and multiplying occasions of collision 
between its agents and private citizens ; and the still grcatci^inexpediency 
of concentrating in a dominant bureaucracy, all tlK skill and experience 
in the management of large interests, and all tlie power of organized 
action, existing in the community ; a practice which keeps the citizens in 
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a relation to the government like that of children to their guardians, and 
is a main cause of the inferior capacity for political life which has hitherto 
characterized the over-gpverned countries of the Continent, whether with 
or without the forms of representative government * 

But although, foi^ these reasons, most things which aie likely to be even 
tolerably done by voluntary associatioi^, should, generally speaking, be 
left to them ; it does not follow that the manner in which those associa- 
tions perform theTr woi^ should be entirely uncontrolled by the govern- 
ment. There are many cases in which the agency, of whatever nature, 
by which a service Ts performed, is certain, from the nature of the case, to 
be virtually single ; in which a practical monopoly, with all the power it 
confers of taxing the community, cannot be pi evented from existing. I 
have already more than once adverted to the case of the gas and water 
companies, among which, though perfect freedom is allowed to competi- 
tion, none really takes place, and practically they are found to be even 
more irresponsible, and unapproachable by ipdi\idual complaints, than 
the government. There arc the expenses without the advantages of 
plurality of agency ; and the charge made for services which cannot be 
dispensed with, is, in substance, quite as much compulsory taxation as 
if imposed by law . there are few householders who make any distinction 
between their Svater rate ^ and their other local taxes. In the case of 
these particular sei vices,' the reasons preponderate iji fa^ur of their 
being performed, like the paving and cleansing of the streets, not certainly 
by the general government of the st^te, but by the municipal authorities 
of the town, and the expense defrayed, as e\cn now it in fact is, by a 
local rate. But in the many analogous cases which it is best to resign to 
voluntary agency, the community needs some other secuiity for the fit 
performance of the service than tht inteicst of the managers ; and it is 
the part of government, eithei to subject the business to reasonable con- 
ditions for the §eneraHadvantage, oi to letain such power over it, that the 
profits of thb monopoly may fit least be obtained for the public. This 
applies to the case of a road, a canal, or a railway. These are always, in 
a great degree, practical monopolies ; and a government which concedes 
such monopoly unreservedly to a private company, does much the same 
thing as if It allow^ed an individual or an association to levy any tax they 
chose, for their own benefit, on all the malt produced in the country, or 
on all the cotton imported into it. To make the concession for a limited 
time is gcneially justifiable, on the principle which justifies patents for 
inventions : but the state should either leiene to itself a reversionary 
property 19 such public works, or should retain, and freely exercise, the 
right of fixing a maximum of fares and charges, and, fiom time to time, 

• 

* A parallel case may be found in the distaste for politics, and .absence of public 
spirit, by which women, as a class, are characterized the pre^cnt state of society, 
and whicjj is often felt and comjdained of by political reformers, without, in 
•"geft’^fal, making them willing to recognise, or desirous to remove, its cause. It 
obviously arises Irom their being taught, both by institutions and by the whole of 
their education, to regard themselves as entirely apart from politics. Wherever 
they have been politicians, they have shown as great interest in the subject, and^ 
as great aptitude for it, accoi^ing to the spirit of their time, as the men with whom 
they were cotemporaries : in that period of history ybr example) in w'hich Isabella 
of Castile arifl Elizabeth of England were, not lare cxccjitions, but merely brilliant 
examples of a spirit •and capacity very largely diffused among women of high 
Itation and cultivation m Europe, 
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varying that maximum. It is perhaps necessary to remark, that the 
state may be the proprietor of canals or railways without itself working 
them ; and that they will almost always be better worked by means of 
a company, renting the railway or canal for a limited period from the 
state. 

§ 12, To a fourth case of cxcep^jon I must request particular. attention, 
it being one to which, as it appears to me, the attention of political 
economists has not yet been sufficiently drawn. There are matters in 
which the interference of law is required, hot to overrule the judgment 
of individuals respecting their own interest, but to give effect to that 
judgment ; they being unable to give effect to it except by concett, which 
concert again cannot be effectual unless it receives validity and sanction 
from the law. For illustration, and without prejudging the particular 
point, I may advert t(^he question of diminishing the hours of labour. 
Let us suppose, what is at least supposable, whether it be the fact or not 
— that a general reduction of the hours of factory labour from twelve to 
ten, would be for the advantage of the workpeople : that they would receive 
as high wages, or nearly as high, for ten hours* labour as they receive for 
twelve. If this would be the result, and if the operatives generally are 
convinced that it would, the limitation, some may say, will be adopted 
spontaneously, and there cannot be any need for enforcing it by a legal 
prohibition. ' I ai]LSwer, that it will not be adopted unless the body of 
operatives bincFtliemselves to one another to abide by it. A workman 
who refused ta work more than ten hours while theie were others who 
worked twelve^ would either not be employed at all, or if employed, must 
submit to lost one- sixth of his wages However convinced, therefore, he 
may be tha^ is the interest of the class to work short time, it is contrary 
to his own merest to set the example, -unless he is well assuied that all or 
most other^ill follow it. Hut suppose a general agieement of the whole 
class : mig^ not tliis be effectual without the sanction of the law ? Not 
unless enf^ed by opinion with a rigour pinctically equal to that of law. 
For howe^r beneficial the observance of the regulation might be to the 
class collmively, the immediate interest of every individual would lie in 
violating : and the more numerous those were who adheied to the rule, 
the more 3Would individuals gain by departing from it. If nearly all re- 
stricted themselves to ten hours, those who chose to work for twelve would 
gain all the advantage of the restriction, together ith the profit of in- 
fringing it : they would get twelve hours’ wages for ten hours’ work, and 
two hours’ wages besides. I, grant that if a large majority adfiered to the 
ten hours, there would be no harm done . the benefit would be, in the 
main, secured to the class, while those individuals who preferred to work 
harder and earn more, -would Live an opportunity of doing so. This 
certainly would be the state of things to be, .wished for; and assuming 
that a reduction of hours -wiihout any diminution of wages could take 
place without expelling the commodity from some of its market ^—wbicl^ 
IS in every particular instance a question of fact, not o5 principle— the 
manner in which it would be most desirable that this effect should be 
brought about, would be by a quiet change in the general custom of the 
trade ; short hours becoming, by spontaneous • choice, the general 
practice, but those who chose to deviate from it having the fullest 
liberty to do sa Probably, however, so many would prefer the twelve 
hours’ work on the improved terms, that the limitation could not be main- 
^ned as a general practice : what some did from choice, others would 
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soon be obliged to do from necassity. and those who h''d chosen long 
houFo for the sake of increased wages, would be forced in the end to vork 
long hours for no greater wages than before. Assuming, then, that it really 
would be the interest of each to work only ten hours if he could be 
assured that all otfiers would do the same, there might be no means of 
their attaining this object but by Cinverting their supposed mutual 
agreement into an engagement under penalty, by consenting to have it 
enforced by law.* I do^ot njpan to express an opinion in favour of suCh an 
enactment, but it serves to exemplify the manner in which classes of persons 
may need the assistance of law, to give effect to their deliberate collective 
opinion of their own interest, by affording to every individual a guarantee 
that his competitors wiil pursue the same course, without which he cannot 
safely adopt it himself. 

Another exemplification of the same principle, and one of great practical 
moment, is afforded by what is known as the Wakefield system of 
colonization. This system is grounded on the important principle, that 
the degree of pi oductiveness of land and labour depends on their being 
in a due proportion to one another ; that if a few persons, in a newly- 
settled country, attempt to occupy and appropriate a large district, or if 
each labourer becomes too soon an occupier and cultivator of land, there 
is a loss of productive power, and a great retardation of the progress of 
the colony in wealth and civilization : that neverthe|pss Ae instinct (if 
such it may be callcdl of appropriation, and the feefings associated in old 
countries with landea proprietoishm, induce almost every emigrant to 
take possession of as much land as ne has the means of acquiring, and 
every labourer to become at once a proprietor, cultivating his own land 
with no other aid than that of his family. If this propensity to the 
immediate possession* of land cohld be in some degree restrained, and 
each lijjjourer ^induced to work a cemain number of years on hire before 
he became a landed proprietor, a perpetual stock of hiied labourers could 
be maintailied, available for*roads, canals, works of irrigation, etc., and 
for the establishment and carrying on of the different branches of town 
industry; whefbby the labourer, >\hen he did at last become a landed 
proprietor, would find his land much more valuable, through access to 
markets, and facility of obtaining hired labour. Mr. Wakefield therefore 
proposed to check the premature occupation of land, and dispersion of 
the people, by putting upon all unappropriated lands a rather high price, 
the proceeds of which were to be expended in conveying emigrant 
labourers from the mother country. • 

This salutaiy provision however has been objected to, in the name and 
on the authority of what was represented as the great principle of political 
econorny, that individuals are the best judges ^f their own interest. It 
was said, that when thinge are left to themselves, land is appropriated 
and occupied by the spontaneous choice of itidividuals, in the quantities 
t and at Ae limes most advantageous to each person, and therefore to the 
community gftierally ; and that to interpose artificial obstacles to their 
obtaining land, is to prevent the&i from adopting the couise which dh 
their own judgment is most beneficial to them, from a self-conceited notioit 
of the legislator, that heicnows what is most for their interest, b3tterthafn 
they do themsches, N w this is a complete misunderst.mding, . ither of 
the system itself, or of the princ pie with which it is al'eged to conflct* 
The oversight is ^nilar to that w'hich we have just seen exemplified Oti 
the subject of h^ urs of labour. Jlowever beneficial it might be tortihfi 
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colony in the aggregate, and to each inc^ividual composing it, that no one 
should occupy more land than he can propeily cultivate, nor become a 
proprietor until there are other labourers ready to take his place in work- 
ing for hire ; it can never be the interest of an individual to exercise this 
forbearance, unless he is assuied that others will do so too. Surrounded 
by settlers who have each their thousand acies, how is he bciiefited by 
restricting himself to fifty? or what does a laboflrer gam by deferring the 
acquisition altogether for a few years, if all other laborers rush to con- 
vert their first earnings into estates in the wr/dcrncss, several miles apart 
from one another ? If they, by seizing on land, picuent the formation of 
a class of laboureis for wages, he will not, by postponing the time of his 
becoming a proprietor, be enabled to employ the land with any greater 
advantage when he docs obtain it ; to what end therefore should he place 
himself in what will appear to him and others a position of inferiority, by 
remaining a hired labourer when all around him aie proprietors? It is 
the interest of each to do what is good for all, but only if others will do 
likewise. 

The principle that each is the best judge of his own interest, understood 
as these objectors undei stand it, would prove that governments ought not 
to fulfil any of their acknowledged duties— ought not, in fact, to exist at 
all. It is greatly the inteiest of the community, collectively and individu- 
ally, not to rfb or defiaud one another . but there is not the less necessity 
for laws to punish'robbery and fraud ; because, though it is the inteiest of 
each that nobody should lob or cheat, it is not any 6ne’s interest to refiam 
from robbing and cheating others wdien all others are permitted to lob 
and cheat him. Penal laws exist at all, chiefly for this reason, because 
even a unanimous opinion that a certain line of conduct is for the 
general interest, does not make it people’s individual inteiest to adhere 
to that line of conduct. 

§ 13. Fifthly ; the argument against government interfcffence, giounded 
on the maxim that induidiials arc the besUjudges of their onn inteiest, 
cannot apply to the very large class of cases in which those acts of indi- 
viduals over which the government claims control, arc nint done by those 
individuals for thetr own inteiest, but for the interest of other people. 
This includes, among other things, the important and much agitated 
subject of public chanty. Though individuals should, in general, be left 
to do for themselves wfliatevcr it can leasonably be expected that they 
should be capable of doing, yet when they are at any rate not to be left to 
themselves, but to be helped by other people, the question aiises whether 
it is better that they should receive tins help exclusively from individuals, 
and therefore uncertainly and casually, or by systematic arrangements, in 
which society acts through its organ, the st.ite. 

This brings us to the subject of Poor Law's ; a subject which would be 
of very minor importance oif the habits of all classes of the people were 
temperate and prudent, and the diffusion of property satisfacton^; but of 
the greatest moment in a state of things so much the reverse of this, in’ 
both points, as that which the Biitish islands present. 

^ Apart from any metaphysical considerations respecting the foundation 
of morals or of the social union, it will be admitted to be right that human 
beings should help one another ; and the more so, in proportion to the 
urgency of the need ; and none needs help so ui gently as one who is 
starving. The claim to help, therefore, created by destitution, is one of 
the strongest which can exist ; and there is primd facie the amplest 
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reason for making the relief of so extreme an exigency as certain to those 
who require it, as by any arrangements of society it can be made. 

On the other hand, in all cases of helping, there are two sets of conse- 
quences to be considered ^ the consequences of the assistance itself, and 
the consequences of /dying on the assistance. The former are generally 
beneficial, but the latter, for the most part, injurious ; so much so, in 
many cases, *as greatly to oiUwcigh the value of the benefit. And this is 
never more likely tg happen than in the very cases where the need of help 
is the most intense. Theire are|ew things for which it is more mischievdhs 
that people should rdy on the habitual aid of others, than for the means 
of subsistence, and unh&ppily there is no lesson which they more easily 
learn. The problem to be solved is therefore one of peculiar nicety as 
well as importance ; how to give the greatest amount of needful help, 
with the smallest encouragement to undue reliance on it. 

Energy and self-dependence arc, however, liable to be impaired by the 
absence of help, as well as by its excess. It is even more fatal to exertion 
to have no hope of succeeding by it, than to be assured of succeeding 
without it. When the condition of any one is so disastrous that his 
energies are paralyzed by discouragement, assistance is a tonic, not a 
sedative : it braces instead of relaxing the active faculties : always pro- 
vided that the assistance is not such as to dispense with self-help, by sub- 
stituting itself for the person’s own labour, skill, and prudence, but is 
limited to affording him a better hope of attaining ^icceiE by those 
legitimate means. Thi^ accordingly is a test to which alj plans of philan- 
thropy and benevolence should be lyough^ whether intended for the 
benefit of individuals or of classes, and whether conducted on the voluntary 
or on the government principle. , 

In so far as the subjecU admits of any general doctrine or maxim, it 
would appear to be this—that if assiltance is given in such a manner that 
the condition of /he person helped is as desirable as that of the person 
who succeed in doin^ the same thing without help, the assistance, if 
systematic and capable of bein^ previously calculated on, is mischievous : 
but if, while avaikible to everybody, it leaves to every one a strong motive 
to do without It iT he can, it is then for the most part beneficial. This 
principfe, applied to a system of public charity, is that of the Poor Law of 
1834. If the condition of a person receiving relief is made as eligible as 
that of the labourer who supports himself by his own exertions, the system 
stakes at the root of all individual industry and self-government ; and, if 
fully acted up to, would require as its supplement an organized system of 
compulsion, for governing and setting to wvk like cattle, those who had 
been removed from the influence of the motives that act on human beings 
But if, consistently with guaranteeing all persons against absolute want, 
the condition of those who are supported by legaPeharity can be kept con- 
siderably less desirable than the condition of those who find support for 
themselves, none but beneficial consequences eftn arise from a law which 
‘ renders if impossible for any person, except by his own choice, to die from 
insufficiency of Tood. That in England at least this supposition can be 
realized, is proved by the experience of a long period preceding the close 
of the last century, as well as by that of many highly pauperized districts 
in more recent times, whtch have been dispaupenzed by adopting strict 
rules of poor-law administration, to the great and permanent benefit of 
the whole labouring class. There is probably no country in which, by 
varying the means ^suitably to the character of the people, a legal pro- 
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vision 'for the destitute might not be made compatible with the observance 
of the conditions necessary to its beiifg innocuous. 

Subject to these conditions, I conceive it to be highly desirable, that 
the certainty of subsistence should be held out by law to the destitute 
able-bodied, rather than that their relief should depend on voluntary 
charity. In the first place, chanty almost always does too much or too ^ 
little : it lavishes its bounty in aie place, and leaves people to starve in 
another. Secondly, since the state must necessarily provide subsistence 
forthe criminal poor while undergoing punishment, not to do the same 
for the poor who have not offended is to give a premium on crime. And 
lastly, if the poor are left to individual charity, a vast amount ofmendicity 
is inevitable ; and to get rid of this is important, even as a matter of 
police. What the state may and sjiould abandon to private charity, is the 
task of distinguishing between one case of real necessity and another. 
The state must act by general rules. It cannot undertake to discriminate 
between the deserving and the undeserving indigent. It owes no more 
than subsistence to the first, and can give no less to the last. What is 
said about the injustice of a law which has no better treatment for the 
merely unfortunate poor than for the ill conducted, is founded on a mis- 
conception of the province of law and public authority. The dispensei-s 
of public relief have no business to be inquisitors, (iuardians and over- 
seers are not fit to be trusted to give or withhold other people’s money 
according tb the|r verdict on the morality of the person soliciting it ; and 
it would show mucli ignorance of the ways of mankind to suppose that 
such persons, even in the alii;iost impossible case of their being qualified, 
will take the trouble of ascertaining and sifting the past conduct of a 
person in distress, so. as to form a rational judgment on it. Private 
charity can make these distinctions ; and in bestowing Us own money, is 
entitled to do so according to its own judgment It should understand 
that this IS its pecufiar and approp.iatc province, and tha 4 it is commend- 
able or the contrary, as it exercises the function with more»/or with less 
discernment. But the administrators of a public fund ought not to be 
required to do more for anybody, than that minimum which is due even to 
the worst. If they are, the indulgence very speedily becomes the rule, and 
refusal the more or less capricious or tyrannical exception. 

§ 14. Another class of cases which fall within the same general prin- 
ciple as the case of public charity, are those in which the acts done by 
individuals, though intended solely for their own benefit, involve conse- 
quences extending indefinitely beyond them, to inteiests of the nation or 
of posterity, for which society in its collective capacity is alone able, and 
alone bound, to provide. One of these cases is that of Colonization. If 
it is desirable, as no one will deny it to be, that the planting of colonies 
should be conducted, not with an exclusive view to the private interests 
of the first founders, but with a deliberatef regard to the permanent 
welfare of the nations afterwards to arise from these small beginnings ; ^ 
such regard can only be secured by placing the enterprise, from its com- ' 
mencement, under regulations constructed with the foresight and enlarged 
views of philosophical legislators : ana the government alone has power 
f either to frame such regulations, or to enforce their observance. 

The question of government intervention in 'the woik of Colonization 
involves the future and permanent interests of civilization itself, and far 
outstretches the comparatively narrow limits of purely economical con- 
siderations, But even with a view to those consideiations alone, the 
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removal of population from the overcrowded to the unoccupied parts of 
the eanlVs surface is one of those works of eminent social usefulness, 
which most require, and which at the same time best repay, the inter- 
vention of government. * 

To appreciate the*benefits of Colonization, it should be considered in its 
relation, not to a single countiy, but to t^je collective economical interests 
of the human race. The qifestion is in general treated too exclusively as 
one of distribution*; of r^lievincf one labour-market and supplying another. 

It fs this, but it IS also a qiiesnon of production, and of the most efficient 
employment of the productive resources of the world. Much has been 
said of the good economy of importing commodities from the place 
where they can be bought cheapest ; while the good economy of producing 
them where they can be produced chejfbest, is comparatively little thought 
of. If to carry consumable goods from the places where they are super- 
abundant to those where they are scarce, is a good pecuniary speculation, 
is it not an equally good speculation to do the same thing with regard to 
labour and instruments ? The exportation of labouiers and capital from 
old to new countries, from a place where their productive power is less, to 
a place where it is greater, increases by so much the aggregate produce of 
the labour and capital of the woild. It adds to the joint wealth of the old 
and the new country, what amounts in a short period to many times the 
mere cost of effecting the tiansport. There needs be no licsitation in 
affirming that Colonization, in the present state of thfe ^orld, is the very 
best affair of business, !n which the cjyutal of an old and wealthy country 
can possibly engage. • 

It IS equally obvious, however, that Colonization on a great scale can 
be undertaken, as an affair of business, only by the government, or by 
some combination of mcfividuals «in complete understanding wuth the 
government Emigration on the volqntaiy principle cannot have any 
material *nfluent:e in lightening the pressure of population in the old 
country, thoiJgh as far as it g«es it is doubtless a benefit to the colony. 
Those labouring persons w^ho \oluntariIy emigrate are seldom the very 

E oor ; they are ftnall farmers with some little capital, or labourers w'ho 
ave ssfved something, and who, in removing only their own labour from 
the crowded labour-market, withdraw from the capital of the country a 
fund which maintained and employed more labourers than themselves. 
Besides, this portion of the community is so limited in number, that it 
might be removed entirely, without making any sensible impression upon 
the numbers of the population, or even upejp the annual increase. Any 
consideralje emigration of labour is only practicable, when its cost is de- 
frayed, or at least advanced, by others than the labourers themselves. 
Who then is to advance it ? Naturally, it may be said, the capitalists of 
the colony, who require the Jabour, and who intend to employ it. But to 
this there is the obstacle, that a capitalist, afteir going to the expense of 
cari^ing •out labourers, has no security that he shall be the person to 
derive any ben^t from them. If all the capitalists of the colony were to 
combine, and bear the expense by^ubscription, they would still have no 
security that the labourers, when there, would continue to work for^ 
them. After working fos a short time and earning a few pounds, they 
always, unless prevented by the government, squat on unoccupied land, 
and work ohly for themselves. The experiment has been repeatedly tried 
whether it was possible to enforce contracts for labour, or the repayment 
of the passage-money of emigrants to those who advanced it, and the 
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trouble and expense have always exceeded the advantage. The only 
other resource is the voluntary contributions of parishes or individuals, to 
1 id themselves of surplus labourers who are already, or who are likely to 
become, locally chargeable on the poor-rate. ‘'Were this speculation to 
become geneial, it might produce a sufficient amdunt of emigration to 
clear off the existing unemployed population, but not to rai^^e the wages 
of the unemployed : and the same thing wduld require to be done over 
again in less than another generation. . * 

One of the principal reasons why Colonization should be a national 
undertaking, is that in this manner alone can emigfetion be self-support- 
ing. The exportation of capital and labour to a new country being, as 
before observed, one of the best of all affairs of business, it is absurd that 
it should not, like other affairs of business, repay its own expenses. Of 
the great addition which it makes to the produce of the world, there can 
be no reason why a sufficient portion should not be intercepted, and 
employed in reimbursing the outlay incurred in effecting it. For reasons 
already given, no individual, or body of individuals, can reimburse them- 
selves for the expense ; the government, however, can. It can take from 
the annual increase of wealth, caused by the emigration, the fraction 
which suffices to repay with interest what the emigration has cost. The 
expenses of emigration to a colony ought to be borne by the colony ; and 
this, in general, is only possible when they are borne by the colonial 
government. 

Of the modes in which a fund for the support of colonization can be 
raised in the colony, none io comparable in advantage to that which was 
first suggested, and has since been so ably and perseveringly advoc ated 
by Mr. Wakefield : the plan of putting a pnee on all unoccupied land, 
and devoting the proceeds to emigration. TRe unfounded and pedantic 
objections to this plan have been answered in a former part of this 
chapter : we have now to speak ‘of its advantages. Fitst, it dvoids the 
difficulties and discontents incident to rpising a large annii^al amount by 
taxation ; a thing which it is almost useless to attempt with a scattered 
population of settlers in the wilderness, who, 'as exper.ence proves, can 
seldom be compelled to pay direct taxes, except at a cost exceeding their 
amount ; while m an infant community indirect taxation soon reaches its 
limit. The sale of lands is thus by far the easiest mode of raising the 
requisite funds. But it has other and still greater recommendations. It 
is a beneficial check upon the tendency of a population of colonists to 
adopt the tastes and inclinations of savage life, and to disperse so widely 
as to lose all the advantages of commerce, of markets, of separation of 
employments, and combination of labour. By making it necessary for 
those who emigrate at the expense of the fund, to earn a considerable 
sum before they can become landed proprietors, it keeps up a perpetual 
succession of labourers for hire, who in eveiy country are a most impor- 
tant auxiliary even to peasant proprietors : and by diminishing- the eager- 
ness of agricultural speculators to add to their doma n, it keeps the 
settlers within reach of each other fer purposes of co-operalion, arranges 
a numerous body of them within easy distance of each centre of foreign 
commerce and non-agricultural industry, and fnsures the formation and 
rapid growth of towns and town products. This concentration, compared 
with the dispersion which uniformly occurs when unoccupieddand can be 
had for nothing, greatly accelerates the attainment of prosperity, and 
enlarges the fund which may be drawn upon for further emigration. 
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Before the adoption of the Wakefield system, the early years of all new 
colonies were full of hardship and difficulty : the last colony founded on 
the old principle, the Swan River settlement, being one of the most 
characteristic instances, all subsequent colonization, the Wakefield 
principle has been acfed upon, though imperfectly, the price of land being 
generally fixod too low, and a part only o^the proceeds being devoted to 
emigration : yet wherever if has been introduced at all, as in SouA 
Australia, Port Philfl), and Nev)^ Zealand, the restraint put upon the dis- 
persion of the settlers, ana the influx of capital caused by the assurance of 
being able to obtain niiped labour, has, in spite of many difficulties and 
much mismtinagement, pioduccd a suddenness and rapidity of prosperity 
more like fable than reality. The oldest of the Wakefield colonies, South 
Australia, is Irttle more than twelve years old ; Port Philip is still more 
recent ; and they are probably at this moment the two places, in the 
known world, where labour on the one hand, and capital on the other, are 
the most highly remunerated. 

The self-supporting system of colonization, once established, would 
increase in efficiency every year; its effect would tend to increase in 
geometrical progression : for since every able-bodied emigrant, until the 
country is fully peopled, adds in a very short time to its wealth, over and 
above his own consumption, as much as would deft ay the expense of 
bringing out another emigrant, it follow^s that the gr^aj^r th? number 
already sent, the greater number might continue to be sent, each emigrant 
laying the foundation of a* succession of gther qpiig rants at short intervals 
without fresh expense, until the colony is filled up It would therefore be 
worth while, to the mother country, to accelerate thg early stages of this 
progression, by loans to thjs colonics for the purpose of emigration, 
repayable from the fund farmed by tlffe sales of land. In thus advancing 
the means of accomplishing a large immediate emigiation, it would be 
investing tfiat amRunt oi» capital in the mode, of all others, most bene- 
ficial to the col fin y ; and the labofir and savings of these emigrants would 
hasten the period at wffiich ^ large sum would be available from sales of 
land. It would b^ necessary, in order not to overstock the labour- 
market, ta act in concert with the persons disposed to remove their own 
capital to the colony. The knowledge that a large amount of hired 
labour would be available, in so productive a field of employment, would 
ensure a large emigration of capital from a country, like England, of low 
profits and rapid accumulixlion : and it w'ould only be necessary not tft 
send out a greater number of labourers at one time, than this capital 
could absorb ^nd employ at high wages. 

Inasmuch as, on this system, any given amount of expenditure, once 
incurred, would provide not merely a single emigration, but a perpetually 
flowing stream of emigrants, vihich would increase in breadth and depth 
as it flowed on ; this mode of relieving overpopulcflion has a recommend- 
ation, not possessed by any other plan ever proposed, for making head 
against the conscfjuences of increase without restraining the increase 
itself : there is an element of indefiniteness in it ; no one can perfectly 
foresee how far its influence, as a vent for sin plus population, might 
possibly reach. Theie is hence the strongest obligation on the govern- 
ment of a country like our own, with a crowded population, and un- 
occupied conllTnents under its command, to build, as it were, and keep 
open, a bridge from thg mother country to those continents, by establish- 
ing the self-supporting system of cqjonization on such a scale, that as 
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great an amount of emigration as tli;^ colonies can at the time accommtH 
date, may at all times be able to take place without cost to the emigrantf 
themselves. , 

§ 15. The same principle which points out colonization, and the relief 
of the indigent, as cases to which the principal objection to government 
interference does not applv, extends also to a variety of citses, in which 
i{jiportant public services are to be performed, while;. yet there is no indi- 
vidual specially interested in performings them, nor would any ade^ate 
remuneration naturally or spontaneously attend their performance. Take 
for instance a voyage of geographical or sciehtific exploration. The 
information sough! may be of gieat public value, yet no individual would 
derive any benefit from it which, woidd repay the expense of fitting out 
the expedition ; and there is no mode of intercepting the benefit on its 
way to those who piofit by it, in order to levy a toll for the remuneration 
of its authors. Such voyages are, or might be, undertaken by private 
subscription; but this is a larc and precarious resource. Instances are 
more frequent in which the expense has been boinc by public companies 
or philanthropic associations ; but m gencial such entei prises have been 
conducted at the expense of government, which is thus enabled to entrust 
them to the persons in its judgment best qualified for the task. Again, it 
is a proppr office of government to build and maintain lighthouses, estab- 
lish buoys, etci for the security of navigation : for since it is impossible 
that the ships at sea which arc benefited by a hghthouse should be made 
to pay a loll on the occas’on of. its iiso, no one would build lighthouses 
from motives of personal interest, unless indemnified and rewaidcd from 
a compulsoiy levy made by the state. There aie many scientific re- 
searches, of great value to a nation^ and to mankind, requiring assiduous 
devotion of time and labour, and' not unfrequenlly great expense, by 
persons W'ho can obtain a high price for their ser\nces in other ways. It 
the government had no power to grant indemnity for (;xpense, and re- 
muneration for time and laboui, thus ‘employed, such researches could 
only be undertaken by the veiy few persons w^ho, wjth an independent 
fortune, unite technical knowledge, laborious habits, and either great 
public spirit, or an ardent desire of scientific celebrity.* 

* Connected with this subject is the question of providing, by means of endow- 
ments or salaries, for ihc maintenance of w'hat has been called a learned class. 
The cultivation of speculative knowledge, though one of the most useful of all 
employments, is a service rendered to a community collectively, not individually, 
and one consequently for which it is, pritnd facie^ reasonable that the community 
collectively should pay ; since it gives no ekin' on any individuakfor a pecuniary 
remuneration : and unless a provision is made for such services from some public 
fund, there is not only noencoinagement to them, but there is as much discourage- 
ment as IS implied in the impossibility of gain-'ng a living by such pursuits, and 
the necessity consequently imposed on most of those who would be capable of 
them, to employ the greatest part of their time in gaining a subiistence. Xhe 
evil, however, is greater in appearance than in reality. The greatest things, it 
has been said, have generally been dodo by those who had the least time at tbflW 
disposal ; and the occupation of some hours every day in a routine employment 
has often been found compatible with the most brilliant achievements in literature 
and philosophy. Yet there are investigations and experiments which require not 
only a long but a continuotis devotion of tune and attention : thfre are also occu- 
pations w'hich so engross and fatigue the mental faculties, as to be inconsistent 
with any vigorous employment of them upon other sjbjects, even in intervals of 
leisure. It is highly desirable, therefore, that there should be a mode of ensuring. 
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It may be said generally, that anything which it is desirable should be 
done for the general interests of maSkind or of future generations, or for 
the present interests of those members of the community who require 
escternal aid, but which is tiot of a nature to remunerate individuals or 
associations for undertaking it, is in itself a suitable thing to be under- 
taken by government : though, before making the woik their own, 
governments* ought always to consider it there be any rational proba- 
bility of its being done on what is called the voluntary principle, and«if 
so, vjjiether it is likely to Ife donft 111 a better or moic elTcctual manner by 
government agency tlmnjjy the zeal and libeiality of individuals. 

§ 16. The^ preceding heads comprise, to the best of my judgment, the 
whole of the exceptions to the practical maxim, that the business of 
society can be best performed by private and voluntaiy agency. It is, 
however, necessai7 to add, that the intervention of government cannot 
always practically stop shoit at the limit which defines the cases intrin- 
sically suitable for it. In the paiticular ciicumstances of a given age or 
nation, there is scarcely anything, really impoitant to the general in- 
terest, which It may not be desirable, or even necessary, that the gov em- 
inent should take upon itself, not because piivate individuals cannot 
effectually perform it, but because they will not. At some times and 
places there will be no roads, docks, harbouis, canals, works of irrigation, 
hospitals, schools, colleges, printing pi esses, unless the government 
establishes them ; the public being either too poor •to^command the 
necessary resources, or to® little advanced in intelligence to appreciate 
the ends, or not sufficiently practised in Conjoint action to be capable of 
the means. This is true, moie or less, of all countries mured to despotism, 
and particularly of those in which there is a very wffle distance in civili- 
zation between the people ^aiKl the gc^vernment as in those which have 
been conquered and are retained m sub^ction by a more energetic and 
more cultivated peaple. ^n many parts oF the world, the people can do 

• V — 

to the public the services of scientific discoverers, and peihaps of some other classes 
of savans, by affording them the means of support consistently with devoting a 
sufficient i^irtion of lime to their peculiar pursuits The fellowships of our 
Universities are an institution excellently adapted for such a purpose ; but are 
hardly ever applied to it, being bestowed, at the best, as a reward for past pro- 
ficiency, in committing to memory what has been done by others, and not as the 
salary of future labours in the advancement of knowledge. In some countries, 
Academies of science, antiquities, history, etc., liave been formed, with emoluments 
annexed. The most eflectual plan, and at the samc^ime the least liable to abuse, 
seems to be th*t of confeiring Professorships, with duties of instruction attached 
to them. The occupation of teaching a branch of knowledge, at least in its higher 
departments, is a help rather than an impediment to the systematic cultivation of 
the subject itself. The duties of a«piofessorship almost always leave much time 
for original researches, and the greatest advances which have been made in the 
various scienevs, both moral and physical, have originated with those who were 
public teachers of them, from Aristotle and Plato to the gieat names of the Scotch, 
French, and German Universities. I do ilot mention the English, because their 
professorships are, as is well known, little more than nominal. In the case, too, 
of a lecturer in a great institution of education, the public at large has the means 
of judging, if not the quality of the teaching, at least the talents and industry of 
the teacher ; angitis more difficult to misemploy the*powcr of appointment to 
such an office, than to job^in pensions and salaiics to persons not so directly before 
^ the public eye. * • 
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nothing for themselves which require^ large means and combined action 5 
all such things are left undone, unless done by the state. In these cases, 
the mode in which the government can most surely demonstrate the 
sincerity with winch it intends the greatest good of its subjects, is by 
doing the things which are made incumbent on it by the helplessness of 
the public, in such a manner a^, shall tend not to increase a^id perpetuate 
but to correct that helplessness. A good government will give all its aid 
iR such a shape, as to encourage and nurture any rudiments it may find 
of a spirit of individual excition. It Will be assiduous in removing 
obstacles and discouragements to voluntary ertel prise, and in giving 
whatever facilities and whatever direction and guidance may be neces- 
sary ; its pecuniary means will be applied, when piacticable, in aid of 
private efforts rather than in supersession of them, and it will call into 
play Its machinery of rewards and honours to elicit such efforts. Govern- 
ment aid, when given merely in default of private enterprise, should be so 
given as to be as far as possible a couise of education for the people in 
the art of accomplishing great objects by individual energy and voluntary 
co-operation. 

I have not thought it necessary here to insist on that part of the func- 
tions of government which all admit to be indispensable, the function of 
prohibiting and punishing such conduct on the part of individuals in the 
exercise cf their freedom, as is clearly injuiious to other persons, whether 
the case be oiie^of foice, frciiid, or negligence. Even in the best state 
which society has yet reached, it is lamentable tb think how great a pro- 
portion of all the efforts arfd talents in the world are employed in merely 
neutralizing one another. It is the proper end of government to reduce 
this wretched waste' to the smallest possible amount, by taking such 
measures as shall cause the energies now ^^Dent by mankind in injuring 
one another, or in protecting tli^mselves against injury, to be turned to 
the legitimate employment of the human faculties, that of coilipelling the 
powers of nature to be more and more subservient to physical and moral 
good. 


APPENDIX. 


In 1846 there appeared an elaborate treatise,* by two .authors, MM. 
Mourner and Rubichon, the latter of whom was, by his own statement, a 
public functionary for'icn yeais preceding the French Revolution, and both 
appear to take their ideas of a wholesome rtate of society from the institu- 
tions and practices of the middle ages. In this book it is maintained, that 
while French writers and administrators are in -a conspiracy^to represent 
their country as making rapid strides in prosperity, me progress of the 
morcellement is in fact reducing it to beggary. An imposing array of 
official details, adduced in apparent support of this assertion, gave a 
decree of weight to it which it could not'- claim from any correctness 
of information or capa^:ity of judgment shown by its authors. Their 

* De r Agriculture en France, d’apr^s les Documerts officiels. Par M. Lr 
Mounier, avec des Remarques par M. Rubichon. Par&, 1846. 
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WOik was cried up as a book of authority by the Quarterly Review^ in 
an article which excited some notice*by proclaiming, on the evidence 
produced by these writers, that ‘in a few years the Code Napoleon will be 
employed in dividing fractions of square inches of land, and deciding by 
logarithms infinitesimal inheritances.* As such representations ought not 
to be without a peimanent answer, I think it worth while to subjoin the 
substance of thtee ai tides in th^ Momtns^ €hronicle^ containing as com- 
plete a refutation of th^ese writers and of their reviewer, partly from their 
own materials, as appears toibe eilher meiited or required. 


Substance (with omissions and corrections) of three articles in the 
Morning Chronicle of nth, 13th, and i6th January, 1847, in reply 
to MM. Mourner and Rubidion, and ta the Quarterly Review^ on the 
Subdivision of Landed Property in France. 


I. 

The reviewer makes an extraordinary slip at the threshold of h(j subject, 
in estimating the extent to which the morccllement has actually proceeded. 
He finds it stated, that among nearly five millions and a half of landed 
proprietors, there are 2,600,000 the revenue of whose land, as rated to the 
land-tax, does not exceed forty shillings, which sum, he very candidly says, 
should rather be sixty, as the lated vjilue is very much lower than4he real 
value. On this he exclaims, ‘There already exist in Fmn£e millions of 
examples that a p'oprietcAre may be poorer than a peasant. . . . 
2,600,000 families, comprising i3,ooo,oocT persbns, of each of which 
families the rated income does not exceed forty shillings, but say sixty 
shillings sterling, for the maintenance of five persohs— and these are 
propnetors ! The poorest diiy*labourcr»would earn four times as much. 
He seems actually to suppose that these small proprietors, like great 
landlords, live only ifpon thjp rent of their land, forgetting that they have 
its whole produce. He might hav§ known from the very documents he 
has quoted, and might have guessed if he had not known, that the forty 
shillings at which th# land is Vated in the collector’s books are not the 
gross produce of the little estate, but its net produce ; the surplus beyond 
the expenses of cultivation : which expenses include the subsistence of the 
cultivators, together with interest on the capital. The reviewer himself 
shows that the rated rei'cnue of all the landed property of France is about 
4 per cent, of its rated value^ and does not therefore much exceed a 
reasonable rent. A writer who can mistake this for the whole income of 
a peasant cultivating his own land, gives the measure of his competency 
for the subject, and of the degree of attention he has paid to it. 

We will now attempt to discover, from the levieweis data and those of 
his authors, what may really the condition of these 2,600,000 pro- 
prietors. As the French Government estimates theJand tax at one-tenth 
of the revenui of the land, families rated at 2/. (or 50 francs) pay, it is 
to be presumed, fiveifrancs. The average of the contribution foncilre for 
all France is 2^ francs per hectaie, andsn the southern half of the king- 
dom, which is the most divided, two francs. A hectare being about 2i 
English acres, this gives fromjive to between six and seven acres as the 
portion of land which falls to the lot of each of the reviewer’s forty-shilling 
or sixty-shilling freeholders. But, it may be said,^his is not the average 

*•* For December, 1846. 
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but the maximum of their possessions. We will therrfore take anoft^ ^ 
estimate, grounded on official docfiraents, from the reviewer’s authorities^ 
MM. Mounier and’Rubichon ‘It is hardly credible,’ they say, ‘that 
there are in France more than four millionb of proprietors so poor, that" 
they pay no more than 5f. 95c.’ (say 6f.) ‘to the contribution fonciiri^ 

In this case the 5f. 95c are certainly the average. Six frpcs of land-tat. 
corresponds to six acres peV family on <he average of all France, and' J 
*to seven and a half on that of the southern division, which contains the"*^ 
greatest pioportion of small proprietor s. A still more favourable result 
is given by the calculations of M. Liillin de Ch 5 .veauvieux, a much better 
authority than these authois, who estimates the average holdings of the 
3,900,000 poorest piopnetors at eight acres and a half. Now, take any 
one of these computations in*, a fertile country like France, suppose as 
bad an agriculture as exists anywhere in VVestein Europe, and then judge 
whether a single family, industrious and economical as the French of the 
pooler classes are, and enjoying the entiie pi educe of from five to eight 
and a half acres, subject to a payment of only tenpence an acre to ihe 
Goveinmcnt, can be otheiwisc than in a very desirable condition? We 
do not forget that the land is sometimes mortgaged for part of the 
purchase money, and the reviewer makes a great ci y about the tremendous 
incumbrances by which the Lind of France is weighed down ; not amount- 
ing, hevyever, on his own showing, to forty per cent, on the rental, which 
we should th.nk is as favouiable a return as could be made by any landed 
aristocracy in Europe. The interest on the ‘mortgages of all France is 
estimated at twcnty-fou’.* millions sterling for one hundred and fourteen 
millions of acres— less than five shillings per acre. The owner of from 
five to eight acres could afford to pay double this amount, and be very 
well off. ‘ 

We are awaie that this is an average, and that four millions of pro- 
perties averaging, according To M. de Chat^cauvieuLX, eight acres and a 
half, imply a great number of proprie^fors who have less. But there must 
be a proportional (though not an equal) number who have more ; and it 
must not be supposed that this statement include? the large properties, 
one of which would be enough to keep up the average against a hundred 
extremely small ones. No properties are included which pay so much as 
twenty francs land-tax, corresponding on the average of France to twenty 
acres— on that of the south to twenty five. When it is considered that 
of the whole soil of France much less than half is m the hands of peasant 
proprietors, and that this half is not more subdivided than we now see. 

It will probably be thought that hitheito, at least, the mischiefs of sub^ 
division have not reached a very formidable height. ^ 

But it is not what; France now is, so much as what she is becoming, that 
is the material point. Is the morcellemcnt increasing, or likely to increase? 
The apologists of the French system have never denied that the land ‘in 
many parts of France is too minutely divided. What th^y deny is, that 
it is a growing evil. They assert that the subdlv^glon has reached its 
height, and that the reunions, by pui chase, marriage, and inheritance^ 
now balance the subdivisions. How stands the fact in this respect ? Art 
the small properties tending to become stijl smaller, or not ? The reader 
will be surprised when he finds that, with all their straining, M. Rubich«ir 
and his reviewer havt failed of proving that the mor&fllement^ in thi^ 
sense of the term, is making any progress at all.i, : 

The reviewer has a curious theory on the subject. He thinks that ‘bft* 
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ifihc calculated average of three children to each inheiitance,* the piece of 
land now held by one proprietor must necessarily be divided among three 
in the next generation, and^mong nine m that which follows. Under 
what system of landed property could a population incicasc at this rate, 
and not be reduced to starvation ? Ilut is it a fact that population is anyivhcre 
trebled in the s]5ace of a gencratipn ? We hate here blunder within blunder 
erf a very complicated^desriiption. In the first place, he should not have^ 
said thpee children to one iniieritai^cc, but to two inheritances ; for as the 
French law in questions pf property observes that impartial justice between 
the two sexe% in which other law^s are so often deficient, the mother^s 
patrimony is on an average equal to that of the father. In the next 
place, could not the reviewer have taken |he trouble to ascertain at nhat 
rate. the French population is actually increasing? If he had, he would 
have found that in the 27 years from 1815 to 1842 it only increased 18 
percent., and during that period with progressively inci easing slowness, 
namely, in the first eleven years 9 per cent , in the next nine years less 
than 6 per cent., and in the seven years from 1835 to 1842, 3 i-ioth per 
cent, only.* This retaidation we must lake the liberty of attributing 
mainly to the prudence and forethought generated in the poorest class 
by this very subdivision of properly. 

Instead, ihcrefoic, of trebling in a generation, the population increases 
in that period about 20 per cent. ;t and if the giowth of tqwijs, and of em- 
ployments not agiicuUural, the same sjiace of time, is sufficient to absorb 
this inciease, there needs not be, and wilUiot be^ even if the law docs its 
worst, any increase of subdivision. Now, the towns of fiance have 
increased, and are incieasing, at a rate far exceeding tfie geneial increase 
of the population. Wc read ovly the other day m the Sihle^ as the result 
of the census just concluded, that Pans, which in 1832 had only 930,000 
inhabitants, Ijas no\^( moie than i,35o,ooo»aii increase of nearly fifty per 
cent, in fourtecn^ycars. 'Jlieic is every reason then to infer, fiom these 
general data, that the monellcmcnTx^ making no pi ogress. 

What facts have RubiclKin and ihp Quarterly rcvicw'cr to oppose to 
these? One f.ict ; which at first sight appeals a very strong one. 
Between iSzfiand 1835, the number of piopcities rated to the land-tax 
exhibited an increase of more than Coo, 000 ; being about six per cent, m 
ten years. Let us first remark, that 600,000 sqxaratc assessments aie 
equivalent only to about 300,000 proprietors ; it being the common 
estimate of French w riters, that on the aveiagc about Uvo cCUc^ fouuhcs^ 
or separate accounts with the land tax, corrcs[:*)nd only to a single pro- 
prietor. But if tlie reviewer had consulted his author just ten pages 
further on,J he w’ould have found a cause sufficient to account for a con- 
siderable portion of this increase. There w'ore sol 3 between 1826 and 
1835 domains of the state, to the? value of nearly 13.J millions of francs, or 
five and a-half millions sterling. The veiy nature of such a sale implies 
division. An8 we the more inclined to ascribe much of the apparent 

* These fads are taken from M. Passy. In page 203 of the present w'oik, fiom 
ft more complete comparison, which includes the results of the last census, the 
increase of population has been sljpwn to lx» even slower than is here represented. 

\ f Even this is a consideralile overstatement. The census of 1806 show'ed a 
•population of 29, v>7i425* In 1846, according to the census of that year, it had 
only increased to being an inciease of little more than 21^ per cent; 

ifi-fcTty years. The longesUtcrm ever assigned to a generation is thirty yean, 

t Mourner and Rubichon, vol. i. p. 1 10. ^ 
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mcrease of division to this circumstance, because in the ten years preced- 
ing those in question, the cS/es /onci^res incresLsed in number by little more 
than 200,000 ; an alarming proof, according^ to the reviewer, of the pro- 
gressive advance of the evil ; but, as we suspect, arising partly from the 
fact, that during the earlier decennial period a smaller, though still a coil- 
siderablc, amount of public d'omains were -alienated. 

In addition to the state lands, a great extent of ^communal lands were 
likewise alienated during the same period : and it is fuither necessary to 
subtract all the additions made to the number of cotes foncilres by the ex- 
tension of building, and by the natural subdivision of town property, 
during ten years. All these items must be accurately estimated and 
deducted, before it can be affirmed with certainty that in the rural districts 
there was during those years any increased division of landed property at 
all. And even if there was, increased division does not necessarily imply 
increased sub-division. Large estates may have been, and we believe 
were, in many instances, divided, but the division may have stopped there. 
We know of no reason for supposing that small properties were divided 
into others still smaller, or that the average size of the possessions of 
peasant families was at all diminished. 

It so happens that facts exist, more specific and more expressly to the 
point than any of M. Rubichon’s. A new cadastre^ or survey and valuation 
of lands, ha' been in progress for some years past. In thirty-seven 
cantons, taken indiscriminately through P rance, the operation has been 
completed ; m twenty-on2 it is ivearly complete. In the thirty-seven the cdtes 
foncilres^ which were 154,266 at the last cadastre (in 1809 and 1810), have 
only increased by 9,011, being less than 18 per cent in considerably more 
than thirty years, while in many of the cantons they have considerably 
diminished. From this increase is to be subtracted all which is due to 
the progress of building duVing the period, as wf?ll as to the sale of 
public and communal lands. In the other twenty-one cantons the number 
of cStes foncilres is not yet published, but the number of parcelles^ or 
separate bits of land, has diminished in the same period ; and among 
those districts is included the greater part of the banlicue of Paris, one of 
the most minutely divided districts in France, in which the morcellement 
has actually diminished by no less than 16 per cent. The details may be 
found in M. Passy’s little work, ‘ Dc? Syst6mcs de Culture.' So much 
for the terrible progress of subdivision. 

We cannot leave this part of the subject without noticing one of the 
most signal instances if^fhich the reviewer has exhibited of his incom- 
petency for the subject he treats of. He laments over the extraordinary 
number of sales of landed property which he says the law of inheritance 
constantly occasions ; and indeed the sales of land are shown to have 
amounted in ten years to no less tha\i one-fourth part of the whole 
territorial property of France. Now, whatever else this extraordinary , 
amount of sale and purchase may prove, the whole- of it is one gigantic 
argument ap^ainst the reviewer's case ; for every sale of land which is 
caused by the law of inheritance must be a sale for the express purpose of 
preventing subdivision. If land, sold in consequence of an inheritance, 
is nevertheless subdivided, this cannot be an effect of the law of inherit- 
ance ; it would only ptove that land sells for a higher price when sold in 
small portions : that is, in other words, that the poor, and even, as the 
-reviewer would have us believe, the very poor, are able to outbid the rich 
in the land market* This certainly does not prove that the very poor ol 
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are so very poor as these writers try to make out, while it does 
prove that, if so, they must be by far the most industrious and economical 
people on the face of the earth, for which some credit ought surely to be 
given to the system of peasant properties. 

• . II. • 

We have shown th!lt the four millions of landowners in France who caJk 
be reckoned among peasant prcH>rietors, those whose holdings fall short 
of twenty acres, are cRmputed by one of the best living authorities to 
possess on thb average eight and a half English acres each, and that from 
no authentic documents can the average be brought much below that 
'amount; a fact wholly incompatible With their being in the state 
approaching to starvation m which M. Rubichon and his reviewer would 
represent them. It is equally certain that if there is bad agriculture on 
these small estates, it is from some other cause than their smallness. 
Farms of this size are consistent wath agriculture equal to any on the face 
of the earth. 

We shall now, however, touch upon another kind of morcellement^ which 
does amount to a serious inconvenience, and wherever it exists must 
have a strong tendency to keep agiiculture in a low state. This is, the 
subdivision, not of the land of the country among many proprietors, but 
of the land of each proprietor into many detached piec^, 6r parcelles^ as 
they are technically designated This inconvenience has been ex- 
perienced in other countries besides FrSricc, in the canton of Zurich, 
m the Palatinate, and (as respects holdings, though not properties) in 
Ireland. In France it is carried to so great an exchss, that the number 
of parcelles is ten times the Rumber ©f edtes foncihc^^ and as there are 
supposed to be twice as many coies fonci^re^ as proprietors, the curious 
fact is disclRscd, tllht on Uie aver.nge of Fiance the estate of every land- 
ownei consists 6f twenty fiagmcnte in twenty different places. The con- 
sequences arc a subject of general and inci easing complaint. Great loss 
of time and labour • waste of cultivable soil in boundaries and paths ; the 
inaccessibility of m:my parcclic^ without trespassing on other properties ; 
endless disputes and frequent litigation— are enumerated among the 
evils ; and it is evident what obstacles the small size and dispersed 
position of the parcelles^ and their intermixture with those of other pro- 
prietors, must oppose to many kinds of agricultural improvement. 

For a consideiable portion of this evil the French law of inheritance 
may fairly be held responsible. A certain amount of it is inevitable 
wherever landed properties are undergoing a double process of division 
and recomposition : marriages, for example, mu«t m general bring 
together portions of land not ai^ijacent. But if parents had the power of 
bequest, the owner of twenty parcelles^ even if he adhered to the spirit of 
the law of ecfiial division, would give some of the portions entire to one 
child, and others ta another. The law, on the contrary, must divide with 
€Xdct equality ; and as it is generall)P impossible to adjust the value of 
patches of unequal fertility, vineyards, meadows, arable, etc, so as to 
satisfy everybody, it continuaily happens, especially in the more backward 
parts of France, that when the settlement is made by division instead of 
sale, each co*heir insists on taking a share of every parcelle instead 
of the whole of parcelies ; from whence, no doubt, the amazing 

multiplication of these little patches in many parts of France. 
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This evil, while it would not exist to any very material extent 
under the peculiar French law of inheritance, is not inevitable evett^" 
under that law. The enormous extent of sa^es of land, amounting in tejt 
years to a fourth part of the landed property of France, is a clear proot , 
that in geneial the achustment of inheritances is not effected by ir 
subdivision of the land, bat by sale ; owhich, it needs scarcely bef 
remarked, does not neccssaiily imply paiting witluthc land, there being 
'nothing to hinder the heirs thcmselvci* froiu becoming the purchasers; 
\Vc have no doubt it would be found that this labtonal mode of executing 
the law is tending more and more to become universal. 'I'o hasten the un- 
doing of the mischief which has been alicady done, the Government has 
been often uigcd (in some instances by Councils-General of Departments) 
to propose a law aiithoii/ing the consolidation of landed properties by a 
general valuation and exchange of allotments, in cveiy commune in wh^ch 
the majority of the propnetors may apply for it; and unless 'the evil 
is seen to be conecting itself by a spontaneous process, nothing, we 
should think, can long prevent the adoption of so salutiiiy an expedient. 

That PTench agiicul lure, and the condition of the peasant population, 
are injuriously affected by this soit of inorccUcmcnt^ is so far true, that it 
must considerably rctaid the impunemcnt which might otherwise be 
expected, and which, in spite of all hindrances, does e\cn now, to a great 
extent, *take ,olacc. !Moie than this we cannot admit. There are 
conclusive proof^ of great land lapid improvement in some parts of 
Phante, and M. Rubiclian andeiis levicwcr ba\c no evidence whatever of 
retrogression in any. 

They produce taldcs of the average amount of different kinds of food 
consumed by the population ; (ilso tables of the number of cattle, 
the amount of produce per hectare of the diffeient kinds of cultivation, 
etc, calculated fiom the official documents. "Ihese ‘estimates, assuming 
their coiiectncss (which, so far as thaf quality is attainable, we generally 
sec no icason to discredit), arc indicative, doubtless, of a low and back- 
ward state. 13ut statistics arc only evidence of the [present. Where are 
the statistics of the past ? That the agriculture of a great par^ of France 
IS rude and imperfect is known to all Euiopc ; but that it ever was better, 
is an assertion opposed to all evidence, and we shall not take M. 
Rubichon’s ^^ord for it, no moie than for the notion that the food and 
general condition of tlic mass of the people lias been deteriorating from 
the time of Louis XIV ,* if not earlier. At this last pioposition we can- 
not repress our wonder, uln the leign of Louis XIV., Marshal Vauban, a 
great authonty Avilli all who aie themselves authorities, and even with M, 

* It did deteriorate fa the early pait of the reign of Louis XIV., not because the 
peasants (ought land, but because they were cimj)elled to sell it. * Au momentf 
says Michelet [Le Pctiple, ch. i), ‘oii nosinmisnes Italiens, un Mazarin, un Emeti, 
doublaient les taxes, les nobles qiii remplissaient la coiir obtinrcnt'ais^ment d’etre 
exemptes, de sorte que Ic fardeau double tomba d’aplombsuf les epaules des faiblei 
et des pauvres, qui furent bien obliget' de vendre ou donner cette terre h. peirjc 
acquise, et de redevenir des mercenaires, feimiers, metayers, journaliers. . . 
prie et je supplie ceux qui nous font des lois ou l<;s appliquent, de lire le detail i‘d< 
la funeste reaction de Mazarin et de Louis XIV. dans les pages pleines d'indignS' 
tion et de douleur oil I'a consignee un grand citoyen, resant dvj Boisguillebeit, 
rc.mprim^ recemment dans la Collection des EconomUies. Puisse cette histoUn 
les avertir dans un moment oil divcrscs influences travarillent k I’envi pour 
I’cEUTre capitale de ki France, lacquisyion dc la terre par le travailleur.* 
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Rlibichon, estimated that one-tenth of the population of France were 
bqgfgars, and five of the remaining nine-tenths little above beggary. In 
the same reign, Labruyere claimed credit for apprising the salons of Paris 
that a strange nondescript sort of animals, who might be seen in the 
fields, and wer^ much addicted to grubbing in the earth, were, though 
nobody would suppose it, a kind of men. Some readers may remember 
the jiicture drawn by die old Marauis Mirabeau of the rural population in^ 
the middle of the eighteenfh cciAury ; nor was Aithur Young’s, at the 
opening of the Revolutlbn^ much more favourable. Compare this with 
any authentic account, or with the testimony of any observant resident or 
-traveller, respecting their condition now. M. Rubichon’s statistics 
comprise no returns of the rate of wages.* Wc are quite willing that our 
case should rest upon the result of an inquiry into that one point. 

As for agriculture, when it is recollected that, at the beginning of this 
century, in the greater part of France the culture of artificial grasses 
vjnight be said to be unknown, and that the course of cultivation consisted 
solely of grain crops and fallows, it will be difficult to make us believe 
that, even in the most backward parts of the country, there has not been 
a considerable improvement from so miserable a level. 

, The blind zeal with which M. Rubichon presses everything into the 
service of his theory, in which he is faithfully echoed by his reviewer, 
makes them lay great stress upon the increase of roots, afld^)lher inferior 
kinds of culture, as a proof* that the population is sinking to an inferior 
kind of nutriment ; as if the same thing was not? happening in England ; 
as if it was not a necessary condition of an improved rotation of crops, 
that other cultures should increase in a greater proportion than gram 
^culture, and even at the cxp<in^, in some degree, of the inferior kinds of 
grain. . . t . 

We have admitted*, and again admit, the unsatisfactory state of cultiva- 
tion on a very great portion of the«soil of France ; but would it be any 
better if the estates were large ? Is it any better now on the large estates ? 
When M. Rubichom and hi^ reviewer* talk of the small properties as 
‘creating a*new Ireland in France,’ his own pages make it known that 
the large properties, in the backward parts of France, are already an Ire- 
land, in. the very worst feature of Irish landed mismanagement, the system 
X)f middlemen. It is a general practice, according to M. de Chateauvieux, 
with the great proprietors of the central departments, to let iheir land 
en bloc to a middleman, usually an attorney or a^otary, who sublets it in 
;^mall portions on the mdtayer system, and is not only, as in Ireland, the 
hardest and most grasping of landlords, but having only a temporary 
tenure, and being no agriculturist, of course expends nothing in iinprove- 
m^ts. Of fifty-seven millions of acres cultivated by tenants, twenty-one 
millions only are held by fanners at fixed rents, and«thirty-six millions on 
^^the mdtayer tenure ; which in France implies all the defects with very few 
•of the advantages of proprietary cultivation ; the only exceptions being 
La Vendee and a few of the adjoining departments, where the large 
proprietors are resident, a primitive relationship subsists between them 
^nd their tenants, and the metayers have in general, as in Tuscany, a' 
vtctual fixity of tenure. We do not believe it will be found in any part of 
France that the? small properties are under a ba 3 agriculture, and the 
properties under a^good one. They are both bad, or both good. 
Wh^Xt large farms exist and are well cultivated, the small properties also 
^ managed and prosperous. • ^ 
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And this brings us to the principal cause, both now and formerly, of the 
unimproved agriculture and scanty application of capital to the soil of 
France. This is, the exclusive taste of thd wealthy and middle classes 
for town life and town pursuits, combined with the general want of enter- 
prise of the French nation ^ith respect to industrial improvements. It 
IS truly, though epigrammatically, said by M. Rubichon, that the French- 
man, generally, knows but one way of getting rich ; namely, thrift. He 
docs not understand sowing money fiLely to reap it largely. Tins is the 
true cause why, when large properties are sold',* they bring the greatest 
price by being much subdivided The peasants, thanks to the Revolution, 
to the small properties, and to their own unparalleled prudence, are able 
to purchase land, and their sailings are the only part of the wealth of the 
country which takes that direction. We are often told, that it does not 
answer to capitalists to buy land at the extravagant price which the 
passion of the peasantry for land induces /Acm to give, amounting often to 
forty years’ purchase. It does not answer to pay that price in order to 
live idly on the rent m Pans, or the large provincial towns. But if there 
was one particle of the spirit of agricultural impiovement in the owners 
of the moneyed wealth which is so largely increasing in the manufacturing 
and commercial districts, few specul.itions would be more profitable than 
to buy^land in many fertile and ill- cultivated parts of France, at even 
more than ib’rty years’ purchase of its wretchedly low rental, which would 
soon be doubled or trebled by the application of capital, with oi dinary 
agricultural knowledge“and enterprise If the pctiic cu/fure is half as 
wasteful and unprofitable as is pretended, the pi ofit would be proportional 
of substituting la'^ande culture for it The thing would soon be done if 
the love of indusUial progress should supplant in the French mind the 
love of national glory, or if the desiie of national glorification should take 
that direction. But with a people who dislike rur^il pursthts, and in the 
pursuit of money-getting prefer the beaten ways, ther^^can be no other 
farming than peasant farming. 


III. 

The cheval debataiUe of M. Rubichon and his English followers against 
the petite propnete^ is the cattle question , not without cause, since on 
this subject they have an indisputable basis of fact, however inadequate 
to sustain the superstri,jcture they have raised upon it. The supply of 
butcher’s-meat to some of the principal towns, especially Pans, is less 
copious than formerly. It has increased greatly, but in a less ratio than 
the population. Of the fact theie is no doubt, since on this point there 
are trustworthy statistics of the past asi.well as of the present. In 1789 
the consumption of r.^eat m Pans averaged 68 kilogrammes {150 lbs.) for 
each person ; in 1841 it was but 55 (121 lbs ), and theie are -also complaints 
of a falling off in the quality. 1 

The Quarterly reviewer treats' very cavalierly the explanation given of 
this fact by M. Cunin-Cindaine, Minister of Commerce and Agriculture. 
‘This is to be accounted for by the revolrtion which has taken place in 
the working classes , Ikaris having become the most mauu/acturing town 
in Europe.’ Industi-ielle is not exactly synonymous with manufacturing, 
but let that pass. On this theieviewer ‘This ^eems a strange explana- 
tion. The new population of Pans is to staivc on an ounce’ (five ounces) 
‘of meaf per diem. How is that? Pooh! says the Liberal Minister, 
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they are only manufacturers. This S'olution will not be very agreeable to 
those theorists amongst us who confound the extension of manufactures 
with the welfare and comfort of the working people The more candid 
Minister of Louis Phiiippc assumes that a manufactuiing population must 
of necessity be worse fed than other classes.’ The le viewer is evidently 
no QEdipus. *But he might have found in Another page of M. Rubichon’s 
treatise, what the Minister meant. In a town such as Pans before the 
Revttlution, in which ther€ was,«comparatively speaking, no production at 
all, but only distribution— the population consisting of the great landlords, 
the court and higher functionaries paid by the state, the bankers, 
financiers, government contractors, and other moneyed classes, with the 
great and small dealers and tradesmen needful for supplying these 
opulent consumers, and few labourers beyond those who cannot be w\'int- 
ing in so large a town — all wnll see that the richer must bear an unusually 
high numerical proportion to the poorer consumers in siu h a city. Suppose 
now that a Manchester or a (dasgow grows up in the place. It is pretty 
evident that while this would add a little to the richer class, it w^ould add 
twenty tunes as much to the poorer. Considering now that the upper 
and middle classes in France are great consumers of animal food, w’hile 
the poor consume very little, the ration of each poor person might in 
these circumstances increase very much, while yet the average con- 
sumption per head of the whole city, owing to thedimiivsRid propoitional 
numbers of the richer class, might be consider.djly diminished. We have 
little doubt that this is the fact, and tliat'thc great increase in the inferior 
kinds of animal food introduc ed into Pans would prove to be for the use, 
not of those who fornieily used the superior kinds, blit in a great measure 
for those who seldom obtjgned animal food at all. 

This, however, does not explain the whole of the change which has 
taken place? ; for tiie pri(^c of butcher’s ificat has also risen in the I’aris 
markets so materially as to be a source of great piivalion and complaint. 
The rise may be ascribed to various causes. In the first place, * France 
has till lately always been ^ large importer of cattle ; and clown to 1814 
they werQ exempted from all duty. In that year, however, a duty of thiee 
francs was laid on each head of cattle imported and in 1823 the duty 
‘was suddenly raised to 55 fiancs, an increase which has well-nigh put a 
stop to the importation.’* Secondly, the och'oi^ or town custom duty, now 
so burthensome, did not exist at all in 1789, and has been largely increased 
at various periods, both 111 Pans and most other towns, since its first 
establishment. These causes are enough of tiieinselves to account for a 
considerable ^art of the enhancement complained of. 

But if there were not these causes, there is cai^se almost sufficient in 
the very fact of an increased^and rapidly inci easing population. Pans 
has addbd in fourteen years, between four and five hundred thousand to 
its inhabitants, an increase of nearly one-half. The agriculture of a 
country must be iapidly improving indeed, if an increase like this can 
take place m a single market withou* compelling it to draw its supplies 
from a larger surface and a greater distance, and therefore at an increased 
expense. Where would Loydon have been by this time, for the supply of 
its markets, were it not for our great coasting liadc, and the invention of 
steam navigation, which conveys not only cattlt but carcases from the 
extremity of Scotland, as cheaply as they can be brought from Bucking- 

* McCulloch’s Geographical Dictionary, art. * France.* 
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bamsliire ? The cattle for the supply of Paris must travel by land, from 
distances varying fiom 50 to 150 leagues (this rests on the authority of a 
Committee of the Municipal Council of Paris* in 1841), and after so long 
a journey have either to be brought to market out* of condition, or to be 
fattened m the immediate ncighbouihood. Can any one„.then, be sur- 
prised that a doubled populatifm cannot bc^so well or so cheaply supplied 

one of half the number ? • 

To these three causes of the diminishejj supjily of butcher s meat hi the 
towns, we are not afraid to add a fouith, which,, though resting mainly on 
general considerations, we should not be wholly unable td* support by 
positive evidence. This is, the increased consumption by the country 
people. They have less animal f«od in proportion, to spare for the towns, 
iDecause they letain more of it for their own use. 

On what evidence is it asserted that small properties imply deficiency 
of cattle, and consequent deficiency of manure? That they are not 
favourable to sheep fanning seems to be admitted ; but the breeding and 
fattening of horned cattle is so perfectly compatible with small capital, 
that in the opinion of many Continental authonties, small farms have the 
advantage in this respect, and so gieat an advantage as to be more than 
a compensation for their inferiority in sheep’* It is argued that the 
petite pro^rieU dimmish the number of cattle, because it leads to the 
breaking up ofrjiatural pasture But when natural pasture is fit for the 
plough, a greater number of cattle than were ' supported on the whole, 
may be supported on a ‘part, Ly laying it out in roots and artificial 
grasses ; and it is well known that on the stall-feeding system there 
is much greater preservation of manure. The question of petite culture, 
in relation to cattle, is, m fact, on^ and the .fame with the question of 
stall-feeding. The two things must stand or fall together. Stall-feeding 
produces, tcctcri^ paribus, a greater quantity gf provisions, * but 111 the 
opinion of most judges a lower quality. c^J^perience must •decide. 

This brings us back to the causes assigned by the committee of the 
Pans town-council, for the falling oT in the quality of f.he beef consumed 
at Pans. One is, the extraordinary increase in the consumptioh of dairy 
produce. Milk is now brought from distances of thirty leagues, and 
within six or eight leagues of Paris no calves aie now bred up, all 
being sold at the earliest moment possible. In consequence, a great part 
of the beef sold at Pans is the flesh of cows too old to be fit for producing 
milk. A second cause assigned is, the increase of stall-feeding. But the 
committee make an instrudiivc distinction. In Normandy, which affords 
the greatest portion of the supply, the quality, they say, has deteriorated ; 
but in La Vendde, ar^d the central provinces, the Limousin, Nivemais, 
Boiirbonnais, and La Marche, ‘there is improvement in weight, in fatness, . 
and from some distiictj in number,’ although these countries have also 
adopted stall-feeding ; and in this, say the committee, 4' here is no 
contradiction, since ‘what is a deterioration m the i.eh pasturages of 
Calvados, is improvement in the peiiies herbes of the Allier and the 
Ni^vre.’ 

It may now be left to the reader to judge i^the case of our adversaries 
has not broken down as completely on this, their strongest point, as it has 
done on every other point of any importance. ' 

We cannot, close this Jong controversy without producing evidence of 

• See this question discussed in book i.i.cliap. 9 of the present work, pp. 110-12^ 
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the extraordinary improvement, extraordinary both in amount and in 
rapidity, which is taking place in the productiveness of the agiiculture of 
some parts of France. \ye quote from another work by an authority 
already cited, M. Hippolite Tassy, seveial times a minister of Loiiis- 
Philippe, and well-known as one of the most influential politicians and 
publicists of France. Ihis tr.act, published in 1841, is an examination of 
Mhe changes in the agiicultuial condition of the Department of the Eure 
since 1800’ The Euie is#one of the five departments of Normandy, and 
belongs to the rcj»ion pf whicli M Rubidion admits the agiiculture to be 
the best in f ranee ; but Only (as he contends) because the iiwrullcinent 
has not had time to produce its effects, having commenced m that region 
only from the Revolution, and he assigns to it accoidingly no piivilcge 
but that of Oulis in the Odyssej^ to be devouicd the last. Let us now 
see the facts This depai tment fortunately possesses an accurate agri- 
cultural statistique for the year 1800, drawn up by a pnfet v\ho took gieat 
pains to be correct in bis infoi mation. M. l‘assys pamphlet is a com- 
parison of these returns with those collected by the french (m\ eminent 
in 1837. 

In this inteival of thiity seven years, scarcely any new land was taken 
into cultivation, nearly all fit for cultuie having been alic.idy occupied. 
But fallows had diminished fiom 172,000 hcctaies to a little more than 
80,000. The cultuies which supply cattle had increased, ii^a muJh greater 
proportion than any others : instead of 17 per cent of the cultivated area, 
they occupied 37 per cent. Horses had# multiplied fiom 29,500 to 51,000. 
horned cattle from 51,000 to 106,000, sheep iiom 205,000 to 511,000, and 
as their food had mci eased m a still gieatcr latio, and there wms impoita* 
tion besides, all kinds of lii^e stock wcie better fed, and had gamed m 
size, weight, and value. The pioducfc per hcdaie of all kinds of giain. 
and of mo^ othcr^kinds of jirodiicc, hach consuleialjly increased, of some 
kinds neaily doubled. Ihcse changes had chiefly been efteclc^l during., 
the second halt of the pciiod, soMuit the impiovcment was as piogressivc 
as, on M, Rubichon’s theor^s sliould have been the deterioration. There 
had been no perceptible vaiiation m "the proj^oition between the grandt 
and ^^pctiic culture j nor had the division of pioperties at all piomoted 
the division of farms On the soils w’hcie small fauns are most profitable 
large properties aie rented to small tenants ; vvheie the lever^e is the 
case, a single farmer often rents the lands of seveial piopnetois, and this 
arrangement extends itself moic as the subdivision of property advances, 
The consumption of food per head of the population had hugely increased 
— in the ratw, according to M. Passy, of about 37 per cent. ; and while 
the agricultural wealth of the depai tment had increased, according to his 
estimate, by 54 per cent , the population had only Increased 5 pei cent.* 

Though the Euic belongs tf) the most pioduclivc and ihiiving region 
of France, it is not the most productive or the inAst thiiving department. 
The Nord, Vhich compiises the greater pait of Ficnch Flanders, and is 
a country of smalf farms, maintains, accoiding to ]\I i^assy, proportionally 
to Its extent, a third more cattle than* the Eure , and the avciagc produce 
of wheat per hectaie, instead of seventeen, is tw'cnly hcctohties, about 
twenty-two English bushel^, per acre. 

* During tlie last rjuinqucnnial peiioil, the population of this department, OD 
the showing both of thc*g;nsus and of the icgistcr of births and deaths, has actually 
diminished. 
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Results almost as satisfactory may fee deduced from a stat stical account 
of a much less improved district than the Eure, the most eastern district 
of Brittany, the anondissement of Fougcres, published in 1846, by the 
sous-pnfet^ M lierlin. ‘ It is only since the peace,’ says this intelligent 
functionary, ‘ that the agriculture of the arrondissctnent has made much 
progress; but from 1S15 it impioved with increasing ♦rapidity. If 
from 1815 to 1825 the improvement was as ''one, it was as three between 
18^25 and 1835, since that period’ , At the beginning of the 

century little wheat was cultivated, and tViat little so ill, that in 180^ the 
produce per hectare was estimated only at 9 hectolitres. At present 
M. Bertin estimates it at 16. The cattle, being better fed, and crossed 
with more vigorous biecds, have increased in si/e and strength ; while in 
number, horned cattle, between 1813 and 1844, multiplied from 33,000 to 
52,000, sheep from 6,300 to 1 1,000, swine from 9,300 to 26,100, and horses 
from 7,400 to 11,600. New and valuable manures have been introduced, 
and have come largely into use. The extent of meadow land has in- 
creased and IS increasing, and great attention has of late been paid to its 
improvement. This testimony comes from an enemy of the nwrcelle- 
nient^ who, however, states that it is advancing very slowly, and is not 
likely to advance much further, the co-hcirs not dividing each parcellc^ 
but cither distributing the pancllcs among them, or disposing of them by 
private ol public sale. Some farmers, he says, who are also proprietors, 
have the good ^enSc to sell the few fields which belong to them, in older 
to increase their farming capital , M. Bertin is an enemy to stall-feeding, 
which, he says, is not piacfiscd in his anondissement. The increase of 
live stock is ihercforp the more remaikable. It may not be useless to 
mention an assertion of this writer, that the official publication from 
which M Rubichon's data aie taken greatly understates the number of 
homed cattle in Fiance, by the accidental omission of a column in 
summing up, by w'hich the number is brought ‘lielow ten miirions, when 
it ought, according to M Bertin, to be thirteen. ' 

Of the food of the inhabitants he says that not long ago it was com- 
posed almost exclusively of milk, bu^kwhc.at cakes, and rye bread, but has 
greatly improved in quantity, quality, and variety, especially in the last 
ten years, and now consists of wheaten bread, or biead of two-thirds 
wheat and one-third rye, with butter, vegetables, and ‘in good farms’ 
about a kilogramme (or 2\ lbs ) of pork pei week for each peison. Theie 
is also some consumption of other flesh-meats among the labouring 
people, and the arrondissei^ient contains 63 butchers’ shops, where fifteen 
years ago there weie not 30 , the increase not being in the towns (or 
rather town), but in the villages The clothing of the rural population is 
substantial, ‘and different for eveiy season, wfiiich is always a sign of 
general comfort,’ and ‘ persons m rags arr veiy rare in the arrondisse- 
ment.’ * 

We cannot further extend this long discussion ; but enou^di has been 
said to enable our readers adequately to appreciate the teriible predic- 
tions of alaimist writers respecting* the consequences of the Division of 
Landed Propeity in France. 

4 

* THE END, 
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